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BhSryit^Gs€ta :  cr.  Dialogues  of  Kreejhna  and  Arjoin ;  tti 
Migbteen  Le^ures.  With  Notes.  Tran/lated  from  the  Ori-^ 
ginal  in  the  Sanjkreet^  or  ancient  Language  of  the  Brahmins p 
hy  Charles  fVilkins.    4to.    71.  6</t    Nourfc* 

'T^HIS  work  is  publiflied  by  the  authority  of  the  court  of 
^  directors  of  the  Eaft  India  company,  as  well  as  at  the 
particular  defire  and  recommendation  of  the  late  governor^ 
general  of  India:  Mr,  HafUngs's  letteKis  prefixed*  Its 
antiquity^  for  it  is  an  extract  from  a  poem  affirmed  to  have 
been  written  upwards  of  four  thoufand  years  ago  (not  much 
more  than  a  century  from  the  deluge),  the  anxious  jealoufy 
with  which  all  the  facred  writings  of  the  Bramins  are  con- 
cealed,  and  the  great  veneration  in  which  it  has  been  held  for 
/many  fuccefiive  ages,  render  it  an  objed  of  the  higheft  cu<^ 
riofity.  It  is  the  produ£lioh  of  the  fame  Bramin  who  coih* 
piled  the  four  books  of  the  Vedes  or  Bedes>  though  it  appears^ 
from  fome  cirtumftanceS  mentioned  by  the  very  able  tranflator, 
that  the  fourth  is  of  a  later  date  than  the  three  former ;  and 
very  probably  later  than  the  prefent  performance,  fince  this  is 
mentioned  in  it. 

The  letter  from  Mr.  Hafting$>  with  which  this  work  is  fn<< 
trbduced,  abounds  with  juft  obfervations,  not  only  on  the  fub* 
jed  immediately  before  him,  but  on  forae  others  connedltd 
with  iu  He  wifhcs,  however,  to  prefcribe  bounds  to  criti- 
cifin,  and  would  exclude,  in  eilimating  the  meVit  of  this 
work,  ^'  all  rules  drawn  from  the  ancient  or  modern  literature 
of  Europe;'  all  references  to  fuch  fentiments  or  mannfrs,  'as 
are- become  the  ftandards  of  propriety  for  opinion  and  adbion^ 
in  our  own  modes  of  life;'  and  appeals  to  our  revealed  tenet^  of 
religion  and  "morardiity/  They  are  not  applicable,. he 'i hi nks^ 
to  a  ftate  of  fociety  fo  different,  with  which  we  have '  been  Co 
long  Qnconne£led,  and  of  an  anti(]^uity  fo  far  fqperior  to  the 
£r&  fte'ps  towards  civilisation  in  Europe.  If  thi<  be  allowed, 
'  Voi,  LXl.  Jan.  1786.  B  we 
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we  muft  look  on  this  facfed  relic  with  the  veneration  o(  art 
Hindo,  and  be  afraid  to  put  forward  the  unhallowed  finger vbf 
criticifm ;  foe  by  what  rules  muft  we  judge?  The  refpeftable 
writer  of  this  letter  ftiould  confider,  that  the  work  is  offered 
to  European  readers ;  that  it  is  European  learning  which  has 
enabled  them  to  form  any  judgment  at  all ;  and  that  it  is  not 
in  their  power,  even  if  they  were  fo  inclined,  to  difcard  it. 
Mr,  Haftings  tacitly  acknowleges  this,  for  he  proceeds  to  de- 
cide on  it  in  the  manner,  and  with  the  opinions  of  an  Eu- 
ropean. 

*  Many  paiTages  will  be  found  obfcure,  many  will  feem  re» 
dundant;  others  will  be  found  cloathed  with  ornaments  of 
fahcy  unfuited  to  our  tafte,  and  fome  elevated  to  a  track  of 
fublimity  into  which  our  habits  of  judgment  will  find  it  difficult 
to  purfue.  them  ;  but  few  which  will  fhock  either  our  religious 
faith  or  moral  fentiments.  Something  too  mufl:  be  allowed  to 
the  fubjedt  itfelf,  which  is  highly  metaphyfical,  to  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  rendering  abftrafl  terms  by  others  exa6tly  corref- 
pending  with  them  in  another  language^  to  the  arbitrary  com- 
bination of  ideas,  in  words  expreffing  unfubftantial  qualities, 
and  more,  to  the  errors  of  interpretation.' 

Yet,  with  thefe  deduftions,  which  are  fomewhat  more  fully 
inMed  on,  Mr.  Haflings  hefitates  not  to  pronounce 

*  The  Geeia  a  performance  of  great  originality  ;  of  a  fub- 
limity of  conception^  reafoning,  and  didion,  almoil  unequalled  ; 
and  a  finglc  exception,  among  all  the  known  religions  of  man- 
kind, of  a  theology  accurately  correfponding  with  that  of  the 
Chriftian  difpenfation,  and  moll  powerfully  illuftraling  its  fun- 
damental doftrines* 

*  It  will  not  be  fair  to  try  its  relative  worth  by  a  comparifon 
with  the  original  text  of  the  firft  ftandards  of  European  com- 
pofition  ;  but  let  thefe  be  taken  even  in  the  moft  eileemcd  of 
their  profe  tranflations ;  and  in  that  equal  fcale  let  their  merits 
be  weighed.  I  fhouid  not  fear  to  place,  in  oppofition  to  the 
befl  French  veriions  of  the  mod  admired  paflages  of  the  Iliad 
or  Odyfley,  or  of  the  firft  or  fixth  books  of  our  own  Milton, 
highly  as  1  venerate  the  latter,  the  Englifli  tranflation  of  the 
Mahabharat.' 

Let  us  add  a  circumflance  in  vindication  of  Mr.  Haftings, 
iince  he  feels  the  imputation  mentioned  fo  keenly  :  his  fen- 
fibility,  in  this  refpeft,  does  great  credit  to  his  delicacy  and 
humanity. 

*  A  mind  rendered  fufceptible  by  the  daily  experience  of 
unmerited  reproach,  may  be  excufed  if  it  anticipates  even  un- 
reafonable  or  improbable  objedtions*  This  muft  be  my  plea 
for  any  apparent  futility  in  the  following  obfervation.  1  have 
feen  an  extrad^  from  a  foreign  work  of  great  literary  credit,  in 

1  .        ..  •   which 
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tvMcb  my  name  is  mentioned,  with  very  undeferved  applaufe, 
tor  an  attempt  to  introduce  the  knowledge  of  Hindoo  literature 
into  the  European  world,  by  forcing  or  corroping  the  religious 
confcicnces  of  the  Pundits,  or  profefTors  of  their  facred  doc- 
trines. This  reflection  was  produced  by  the  publication  of  Mr, 
Halhed's  tranflation  of  the  Poottee  or  code  of  Hindoo  laws ; 
and  is  totally  void  of  foundation.  For  myfelf  I  can  declare 
truly,  that  if  the  acquiiition  could  not  have  been  obtained  but 
by  fuch  means  as  have  been  fuppofed,  I  fhould  never  have 
fought  it.  It  was  contributed  both  chearfully  and  gratuitou(ly» 
by  men  of  the  moll  refpei^able  characters  for  fandtity  and  learn- 
ing in  Bengal,  who  refufed  to  accept  more  than  the  moderate 
daily  fubfiftence  of  one  rupee  each  during  the  term  that  they 
were  employed  in  the  compilation  ;  nor  will  it  much  redound 
to  my  credit,  when  I  add,  that  they  have  yet' received  no  other 
reward  for  their  meritorious  labours*  Very  natural  caufes  may 
.  be  afcribed  for  their  reludlance  to  communicate  the  myfleries  of 
their  learning  to  ftrangers,  as  thofe  to  whom  they  have  beea 
for  fome  centuries  in  fubjeCiion,  never  enquired  into  them,  but 
to  torn  their  religion  into  derifion,  or  deduce  from  them  argu- 
ments to  fupport  the  intolerant  principles  of  their  own.  From 
our  nation  they  have  received  a  different  treatment,  and  are  no 
lefs  eager  to  impart  their  knowledge  than  we  are  to  receive  it, 
I  could  fay  much  more  in  proof  of  this  fa£t,  but  that  it  might 
look  too  much  like  felf-commendation.' 

We  have  the  evidence  alfo  of  the  tranflator,  that  the  liberal 
treatment  and  perfonal  attentions  the  learned  Bramins  have  re- 
ceived, together  with  the  mildnefs  of  our  government,  and 
-  folei-ating  principles  of  our  faith,  have  eftablifhed  in  their 
breafls  a  confidence  in  Engliihmen,  and  removed  almofl  every 
jealous  prejudice  from  their  minds.  This  cannot  be  the  lan- 
guage of  flattery,  for  the  prefent  work  is  an  ample  proof  of  its 
troth  :  we  receive  the  news  with  more  heartfelt  pleafure  than 
if  another  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Oriva,  were  added  to  our  pof- 
feffions. 

The  tranflator  dedicates  his  work  to  Mr.  HafUngs ;  and, 
with  true  eaftern  refpedt,  begs  to  be  permitted  *  to  lay  the 
Geeta  at  his  fee^  His  patron,  therefore,  feems  to  be  con- 
£dered  as  his  fovereign,  to  whom  only  fuch  language  could 
be  addrefled.  Mr.  Haflings  feels  the  impropriety,  and  ac« 
qttits  himfelf  of  the  confcioufnefs  of  it,  till  it  was  too  late 
to  change  the  exprefiion. 

The  poem  is  in  the  form  of  a  dialogue  between  Kre^flina, 
an  incarnation  of  the  Deity,  and  his  pupil  and  favourite  Ar* 
joon,  one  of  the  five  fons  of  Pundoo,  who  is  faid  to  have 
reigned  five  thoufand  years  ago,  about  one  thoufand  before  the 
age  of  the  original  author,  or  more  properly,  perhaps,  of  the 
compiler.    The  dialogue  is  fuppofed  to  have  paffcd  jull  before 

B  2  the 
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the  famous  battle  of  Koor5ok(hetr&»  for  the  dominion  of  the 
whole  country  now  included  under  the  name  of  India, 

*  It  feems  as  if  the  principal  defign  of  thefe  dialogues  was 
to  unite  all  the  prevailing  modes  of  worlhip  to  thofe  days ;  and, 
by  fetting  op  the  do6b-ine  of  the  unity  of  the  Godhead,  in  op- 
pofition  to  idolatrous  facrifices,  and  the  worfhip  of  images,  ta 
nndermine  the  tenc^ts  inculcated  by  the  Veds  ;  for  although  the 
author  dared  not  make  a  dire6t  attack  either  upon  the  prev*ailing 

-  prejudices  of  the  people,  or  the  divine  authority  of  thofe  an- 
cient books  ;  yet,  by  offering  eternal  happinefs  to  fuch  as  wor- 
fhip Brahm,  the  Almighty,  whilft  he  declares  the  reward  of 

.  fuch  as  follow  other  Gods  fhall  be  but  a  temporary  enjoyment 
of  an  inferior  heaven,  for  a  period  meafured  by  the  extent  of 
their  virtues,  his  defign  was  to  bring  about  the  downfal  of  po« 

.  lytheifm ;  or,  at  leaft,  to  induce  men  to  believe  God  prefect 
in  every  image  before  which  they  bent,  and  the  objeft  of  all 
their  ceremonies  and  facrifices/ 

This,  perhaps,  is  '  confidering  the  matter  too  deeply,*  and 

f  may  put  the  learned  reader  in  mind  of  the  fancy  of  Warbur- 

ton,  relating  to  the  fecret  which  w^ts  revealed  in  the  ancient 

.  ]ny.fteries,  the  important  fecret,  that  there  was  but  one  God, 

land  that  it  was  ridiculous  and  wicked  to. multiply  divinities^ 

We  are  told  that  the  Brahmins,  at  this  period,  are  Unita- 

.rians  ;  yet,,  to  fupport  their  own  confequence,  and.  impofe  on 

the.  ignorance  of  the  people,  they  conform  to  all  the  abfurd 

ceremonies  of  the  Veds.. 

If  we  may  follow  Mr.  IJaflings'  example,  and,  notwithfllind- 

ing  the  excluAon,  judge  like  Europeans  from  what  we  know^^ 

•  and  what  we  liave  been  accuftomed  to,  we  muft  pronounce  this 

.  work  i^icha  fbange  mixture  of  fenfe  and  nonfenfe^  bathos  and 

fublimity,  that  weliave  little  doubt  of  its  being  antique  .and 

genuine^:    Tiie  language  of  different  parts  is  very  various  $ 

but  the  firf):  leftur'e  contains  a  greater  variety  of  it  t^an^apy 

.  Other,  confequently  we  ihali  chufe  it  for  a  fpecimen  of  the 

manner.     The  beginning  is  chiefly  introdudory  ;  fq.  that  we 

ihall  commence  our  extract  from  the  poin|k  where  the  defcrip- 

tion  becomes  interefting* 

*  The  ancient  chief,  and  brother  of  the  grand  (ire  of  the  Khdo- 
roos,  theny  fhouting  with  a  voice  like  a  roaring  lion,  blew  his  (htU 
to  raife  the  fpirits  of  the  Khooroo  chief;  and  inilantly  innu- 
merable (hells,  and  other  warlike  inflruments,  were  ftrack  up 
on  all  (ides,  fo  that  the  clangor  was  exceflive.  A%  this  time 
Krceihna  and  Arjo6n  were  (landing  in  a  fplendid  chariot  drawn 
by  white  horfes.  They  alfo  founded  their  fhells,  which  were 
of  celeftial  fprm :  the  name  of  the  one  which  was  blown  by 
Kreefhna  was  panchajanya,  and  that  of  Arjoon  was  Called  d«va- 
dacta.  Bhecm,  of  dreadnil  deeds,  blew  his'capacious  (hell 
6  pown- 
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powndra.  and  Yo6dhSe(hteer/th«  royal  fon  of  KoonteS,  founded 
^antl-vSej&f .  jNik&dl  and  Sahadeva  blew  their  ihellr  alfo  i 
tilt  one  called  foogoiha,  the  other  nianeepodihpaka.  Theprinco 
<5f  Klfee  of  the  mighty  bow,  Seekaodee,  Dh^e^tttiadh^dmna^ 
YeerSta,  Slltyakee  of  invincible  army  Droopad,  and  tht  fons 
^f  his  royki  daughter  Kreeihna,  with  the  fon  of  Soubhadiay 
and  all  the  other  chiefs^ and  nobles,  blew  alfo  their  refpedtive 
SiitWs  ;  fo  that  thehr  fiifill  founding  voices  pierced  the  hearts  of 
the  Koor56s,'  and  re-echoed 'with  a  dreadful  noife  from  heaven 
to  earth.  *  '     « 

;  *  In  the  mean  time  Arj66n,  perceiviag  that  the  fons  of 
Dhreecaraihtra  Hood  i-eady  to  begin  the  fight,  and  that  the 
Weapons  began  to  fly  abroad,  having  taken  up  hi«  bow,  ad- 
dreffed  KrSeihna  in  the  following  words  : 
'  '  Arjoon,  I  i^ray  thee,  Kreeibna,  canfe  my  chariot  to  be  driven 
and  placed  between  the  two  armies,  that  I  may  behold  who  are 
Ihe  men  that  ftaftd  ready,  anxious  to  commence  the  bloody 
%ht ;  and  With  whom  i&  is  that  I  am  to  fight  in  this  read/ 
$e)d  ;  and  who  they  xr^  that  are  here  afTembied  to  fupport  th« 
iindi£Hve  fon  of  Dhr^ecaraihrra  in  the  battte. 
'  "^  ICrS^ihna  being  thus  addreifed  by  Arj55n,  drove  the  chariot* 
and,^  having  cadft^  it  to  halt  in  the  midft  of  tUe  Q>ace  in  front 
pi  the  two  armies,  bad  Aijd^n  caft  his  eyes  towaids  the  ranks 
of  the'K66ro5s,  and  behold  where  iiood  the  aged  BheeQima 
and  Dron,  with  all  the  chief  nobles  of  their  party.  He  looked 
at  both  the  armies,  ahd  beheld  on  eithertfide,  none  but  grand- 
ilres,  uncles,  couilns,  tutors,  fons,  and  brothers,  near  relations^ 
or  boibm  friends ;  and  when  he  had  gazed  for  a  while,  and  be- 
held fuch  friends  as  thefe  prepared  for  the  fight,  he  was  feized 
with  extreme  pity  and  compundiion,  and  uttered  his  forrow  in 
<he  following  words : 

*  Arjoon.  Having  beheld,  O  Krteflina !  my  kindred  thu« 
landing  anxious  for  the  fight,  my  members  fail  me,  my  coun* 
tenance  withereth,  the  hair  flandeth  an  end  upon  my  body,  and 
all  my  frame  trembleth  with  horror!  even  gandeev  my  bow 
'^icapeth  from  my  hand,  and  my  (kin  is  parched  and  dried  up. 
.  I  am  not  iible  to  (land  ;  for  my.  underilanding,  as  it  were,  turn- 
eth  round,  knd  I  behold  inaufpicious  omens  on  all  ftdes»  When 
I  ihall  have  defrayed  my  kindred,  (ball  I  longer  look  for  hap- 
ptnefs  ?  I  wifh  not  for  vidory,  Kreelhna ;  1  want  not  domi- 
nion ;  I  want  not  pleafure ;  for  what  is  dominion,  and  the  en- 
joyments of  life,  or  even  life  itfelf«  when  thofe  for  whom  do- 
minion, pleafure,  and  enjoyment,  were  to  be  coveted,  have 
abandoned  life  and  fortune,  and  fland  here  in  the  field  read/ 
for  the  battle  ?  Tutors,  fans  and  fathers,  grandfiKs  and  grand- 
fons,  uivcles  and  nephews,  coufins,  kindred,  and  friends !  aU 
though  they  would  kill  me,  I  wi(h  not  to  fight  them  ;  no  not 
even  for  the  dominion  of  the  three  regions-  of  the  univerfe, 
^uch  lefs  for  this  little  earth  I  Having  killed  the  fons  of  Bhree- 
'tatEihtra,  what  pleafure,.  O  Kreefhnay  can  we  enjoy  \  Should 
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we  deftnoy  them,  tyrants  as  they  are,  iin  would  tak^  f^^%^  wirU 
us.  It  therefore  behoveth  qs  not  to  kill  fuch  near  relations  a» 
thefe.  How,  O  Krwlbna,  can  we  be  happy  hereafter,  when  we 
have  been  tbenfurderers  of  our  rice?  What  if  they,  whofe 
minds  arc  depraved  by  the  lull  of  power,  fee  no  fin  in  the  extir- 
pation of  their  race,  no  crime  in  the  murder  of  their  friends, 
IS  that  a  reafon  why  vye  fhould  not  refolve  to  turn  away  fros^ 
fuch  a  crime,  we  who  abhor  the  iui  of  extirpating  the  kindred 
of  our  blood?  In  the  deftrudlidh  of  a  family,  the  ancient  vir-« 
tue  of  the  family  is  loft.  Upon  the  lofs  of  virt«e,  vice  and  im- 
piety overwhelm  the  whole  of  a  race.  From  the  influence  of 
impiety  the  females  of  a  family  grow  vicious ;  and  from  womea 
that  are  become  vicious  are  born  the  fpurious  brood  called  Var-* 
na-fankar.  The  Sankar  provideth  hell,  both  for  thofe  which 
/are  {lain  and  thofe  which  furvivc ;  and  their  forefathers,  being 
deprived  of  the  ceremonies  of  cakes  and  water  offered  to  theiv 
manes,  fink  into  the  infernal  regions.  By -the  crimes  of  thofo 
wha  have  murdered  their  own  relations,  fore  caufe  of  conta- 
mination and  birth  of  Varna- fankars,  the  family  virtue,  and 
the  virtue  of  a  whole  tribe  is  for  ever  done  away  ;  and  we  have 
been  told,  O  Kreeihna,  that  the  habitation  of  thofe  mortals 
whofe  generation  hath  loft  its  virtue,  fhall  be  in  hell.  Woe  i9 
me  !  what  a  great  crime  are  we  prepared  to  commit !  Alas ! 
that  for  the  lull  of  the  enjoyments  of  dominion  we  ftand  here 
ready  to  murder  the  kindred  of  oar  own  blood  !  I  would  rather 
patiently  fufier  that  the  fons  of  Dhreetaia(htra,  wixh  their 
weapons  in  their  hands,  (hould  come  upon  me,  and,  unoppofed,  ' 
kill  me  unguarded  in  the  field.' 

The  fecond  Le^ure  is  on  the  Nature  of  the  Soul,  and  on 
Speculative  Dodlrines :  this  is  very  curious. — The  third  k 
more  intricate,  on  the  Diftinclion  and  comparative  Merit  of 
thofe  who  exercife  their  Reafon  in  Contemplation,  and  thofe 
who  are  employed  in  the  Exercife  of  religious  Duties.. — The 
fourth  is  on  the  forfaking  of  Works :  in  this  and  the  pjreced- 
ing  Lcdurc,  the  dodtrine  of  the  metempfychofis  is  vtiy  di- 
ilindly  dclivcred,-«-The  fifth,  on  the  forfaking  tlje  fruits  qf 
Works,  introduces  fome  limits  to  the  former  doftrines,  which 
might  be  confidered  as  recommending  contemplation  and  inag* 
tivity  farther  than  the  good  of  fociety  will  require  ;  but  after 
^11,  this  religion  inculcates  too  much  contemplation.— -The 
iixth  is  oil  the  Exercife  of  the  Soul. — The  fcventh  on  the  Prin- 
ciples  of  Nature  and  the  Vital  Spirit. — The  eighth  contains 
a  very  fublim^  Defcription  of  the  Almighty,  and  an  Account 
of  his  different  Emanations  or  Functions,  according  to  the 
Syftem  of  the  Bramins, — The  ninth  is  on  ^he  Chief  of  Secrets, 
and  the  Prince  of  Science.  It  contains  an  account  of  the  be- 
ginning zxid  end  of  the  world,  and  circumftances  rela^ting  to 
yeligious  ceremonies.— Thc.tenth  is  gn  ^he  I)iverfity  of  the 
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Divine  Nature,  and  coniifts  of  much  fublime  imagery.— >The 
eleventh  is  on  the  Difplay  of  the  Divine  Nature  in  the  Form 
of  the  Univcrfe. — The  twelfth  on  the  Duty  of  ferving  the 
Deity,  in  his  vifible  and  invifible  Forms.  As  this  Ledure  is 
ihort,  and  contains  much  of  the  fubHance  of  other  parts  of 
the  work,  we  (ball  tranfcribe  it. 

'  Thofe  who  having  placed  their  minds  in  me,  ferve  me  with 
conftant  zeal,  and  are  endued  with  fleady  faith,  are  efteemed 
the  beft  devoted.  They  too  who,  delighting  in  the  welfare  of 
all  nature,  ferve^  me  in  my  incorruptible,  ineffable,  and  invifi- 
ble form;  omniprefent,  incompreheniible,  landing  on  high». 
fixed  and  immoveable,  with  fubdued  paflions  and  underftand- 
ings,  the  fame  in  all  things,  ihall  alfo  come  unco  me.  Thofe 
whofe  minds  are  attached  to  my  invifible  nature  have  the  greater 
labour  to  encounter;  because  an  invifible  path  is  difficult  to  be 
found  by  corporeal  beings.  They  alfo  who,  preferring  me, 
leave  all  works  for  me,  and,  free  from  the  worihip  of  all  others,, 
contemplate  ^nd  {ervt  me  alone,  I  prefently  raife  them  up  from 
the  ocean  of  this  region  of  mortality,  whofe  minds  are  tnus  at- 
tached to  me.  Place  then  thy  heart  on  me,  and  penetrate  me 
with  thy  underftanding,  and  thou  fhalt,  without  doubt,  hereaf- 
ter enter  unto  me.  But  if  thou  fhouldft  be  unable,  at  once, 
fledfaftly  to  fix  thy  mind  on  me,  endeavour  to  find  me  by  means 
of  confiant  practice.  If  after  pratlice  thou  art  flill  unable,  foU 
low  me  in  my  works  fuprcme ;  for  by  performing  works  forme, 
thou  fhalt  attain  perfeaion.  But  fliouldfl  thou  find  thyfelf  un* 
equal  to  this  taOc,  put  thy  truft  in  me  alone,  be  of  humble 
ipirtt,  and  forfake  the  fruit  of  every  adion,  Knowledge  is 
better  than  practice,  meditation  is  diftinguifhed  from  know-* 
ledge,  for  faking  the  fruit  of  adion  from  meditation*  for  hap« 
pinefs  hereafter  is  derived  from  fuch  forfaking. 

*  He  my  fervant  is  dear  unto  me,  who  it  free  from  enmity, 
the  friend  of  all  nature,  merciful,  exempt  from  pride  and  felf* 
iOinef?;,  tbe  fame  in  pain  and  pleafure,  patient  of  wrongs  con- 
tented, conflantly  devout,  of  fubdued  paflions,  and  firm  re- 
folves,  and  whofe  mind  and  underllanding  are  fixed  on  me 
alone.  He  alfo  is  my  beloved  of  whom  mankind  are  not  afraid, 
and' who  of  mankind  is  not  afraid  ;  and  who  is  free  from  the 
influence  of  joy,  impatience,  and  the  dread  of  harm.  He  my 
fervant  is  dear  unto  me  who  is  unexpe^ting,  juft,  and  pure*  im- 
partial, htQ  from  diflra£lion  of  mind,  and  who  hath  forfakea 
every  enterprize.  He  alfo  is  worthy  of  my  love,  who  neither 
rejoiceth  nor  findeth  fault ;  who  neither  lamenteth  nor  covet- 
^th,  and,  being  my  fervant,  hath  forfaken  both  good  and  evil 
fortune.  He  alfo  is  my  beloved  fervant,  who  is  the  fame  in 
friendfhip  and  in  hatred,  in  honour  and  in  diihonour,  in  cold 
and  in  heat,  in  pain  and  pleafure ;  who  is  unfolicitous  about 
the  event  of  things ;  to  wnom  praife  and  blame  are  at  onef> 
who  is  of  little  fpeech,  and  pleafed  with  whatever  cometh  t^ 
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pafs ;  who  owneth  no  particular  home,  and  who  is  of  ^  (teady 
liiind*  They  who  feek  this  amreeta  of  religion  even  as  I  havo 
faid,  and  ferve  me  faithfirliy  before  all  others,  arc,  moreover, 
iny  dearefl  friends/ 

The  three  pext  Jje£tures  contain  an  explanation  of  Eaflern 
terms,  of  which  we  can  give  no  analyiis. — ^The  fixteenth  is  on 
g6o4  and  evil  deftinies  ;-^the  fcventecth  on  Faith  divided  into 
ibree  Species ;. — and  the  laft,  on  forfaking  the  Fruits  of  Adion 
for  obtaining  eternal  Salvation. 

We  have  given  the  moft  comprehenfive  account  in  our  power 
of  this  very  curious  wprk  ;  but,  while  we  own  that  it  muft  be 
neceflarily  inadequate,  we  hope  it  will  excite  the  curiofity  of 
pur  readers  to  perufe  a  work,  fuppofed  to  be  written  near  eight 
hundred  years  before  the  ti6ie  of  Mofes. 

''      '       '•  ■    ■  ■  I  ,       I     :■ »' ^ 

^  Differtation  on  Ele0ve  AitraQions.  By  Torhan  Bergmannm 
-  Tranjlated from  the  I^afin*  8*^^.  6s.  in  Boards,  Murray. 
T>Erhaps  we  may,  without  incurring  the  charge  of  rafhnefs 
^  or  precipitation,  trace  the  rapid  progrefs  of  chemiftry 
from  the  period  in  which  tables  of  eledive  attradions  were  firft 
formed.  From  the  time  of  GeoiFroy,  our  labours  have  been 
more  pointed  and  accurate,  our  conclufions  more  clear  and  de* 
cifive,^  and  chemical  knowledge,  in  general,  more  ipiprovccl 
than  in  the  long  feries  of  ages  which  preceded.  Some  of  thefe 
^aditions,  to  our  knowlege,  may  undoubtedly  be  attributed  to 
the  fpirited  inveftigations  of  an  enlightened  age,  to  the  liberal 
knpdeii^  which  enquiries  are  now  carried  on,  and  to  the  num- 
tcr  of  labourers  in  the  field  of  fcience  ;  but  it  will  be  at  once 
obvious  that  to  afcertain  what  has  been  done,  and  where  our 
experience  is  deficient,  is  the  fir!l  method  of  direfting  enqui-r 
:ries  to  the  beft  purpofe,  and  of  preventing  others  from  waft- 
ing their  time  on  what  is  already  known.  M.  Geoffroy,  there- 
Jbie,  who  publiflied  the  firft  Table  of  Affinities  in  1718,  has 
gained  by  it  the  hfghelt  reputation,  though  the  table  itfetf  was 
Ihprt,  imperfed,  and  indecifive.  It  was,  however,  the  firft 
attempt,  and  the  fame  which  he  acquired  has  been  in  a  igreat 
degree  fupported  by  his  other  works.  In  the  age  of  GeoiFroy, 
foon  after  his  firft  publication,  an  obfcure  chemift  in  Germany, 
M.  GrOfTe,  improved  and  added  to  his  lift.  He  read,  he 
fludied,  and  made  experiments  in  filence  and  obfcurity  :  at 
his  window  he  delighted  to  puzzle  the  paffengers ;  but  never 
would  explain  any  thing  till  he  had  completely  aftoniflied 
them.  This  table  was  privately  copied,  and  never  publiflic4 
?iJI  f  748.  We  have  given  thefe  particulars  to  refcuc  his  nanje 
frojii  Oblivion,  and  to  inform  the  world  of  the  peculiarities  of 
^its  inftruf^or,    fjp  mtro4vi?e4.  a-gcopieiri^al  method  of  argu. 
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ifig ;  for  mftatice,  nitrated  mercury,  fea-falt^  and  vitriol,  bt ^ 
itig  given,  what  will  be  the  refolt  of  difiilling  them  together  ? 
This  method  exercifed  his  puprils  in  the  afeof  his  table,  bat 
has  introduced  too  much  reafonihg  in  a  fcieoce  which  chiefly 
refts  on  experiment.  Soon  after  this  time,  a  flight  attem^pt  ia 
.  the  fame  way  wais  publiftied  in  the  early  edition*  of  Quincy'f 
Pifpenfatory. 

In  the  year  1750,  Mr.  Gellert,  a  Saxon  cheitiift,  pubHffied 
a  table  with  confiderable  additions ;  but  he  entirely  changed 
the  order  of  the  fubftances ;  for  that  whicK  had  the  haft  rela- 
tion to  the  body  at  the  head»  flood  in  the  firfl  rank.  His 
work  was  tranflated  into  French,  in  1758  ;  and  Mr.  Spielmaa 
adopted  his  table,  in  his  Inftituies  of  Chemiltry,  publilhed  iti 
1763.  There  are  many  errors  in  it,  particularly  refpe^iftg  the 
effed  of  heat  on  the  earthy  bodies.  It  contained  twenty-eight 
columns. 

In  1736,  M.  Riidiger  publifhed,  at  Leipfic,  a  Table  of  Afk 
finiiies,  in  fifteen  columns  ;  to  which  were  added,  ten  columns 
of  fubflances  which  would  not  unite  without  preparation. 
This  was  a  \^ry  ufeful  addition  :  the  explanations  are  in  Get- 
man  ;  but  this  work  is  not  valuable,  on  account  of  the  irre- 
gularity of  the  order,  and  the  few  fubflances  inferted  in  each 
column. 

Another  Table  was  publifhed  by  M.  Limbourg,  in  V]i%* 
It  is  very  full ;  but  erroneous  and  imperfedl.  In  1763,  that 
part  of  the  famous  Encyclopaedia  which  relates  to  chemiftfjr 
jtppeared,  and  in  it  a  new  Table,  which  has  never  been  attri- 
buted to  any  author.  It  is  chiefly  compofed  from  thofe  of 
Geoffroy,  and  the  almoft  forgotten  Grofle,  and  is  full  of  im- 
perfedlions  as  well  as  contradidions.  The  new  edition  now 
publifliing  was,  therefore,  much  wanted.  Soon  after  this  time, 
for  our  hiflory  has  led  us  fo  far,  that  we  muft  hailen  to  a  con- 
iclufion,  j)r,  Black,  in  his  clafs,  gave  an  improvement  of 
Geoffroy.  Many  new  columns  were  added,  and  different  fub- 
flancea  fubjoined  to  the  old  ones,  with  more  difcriminating  ex- 
a^lnefs.  It  w^s,  at  that  period,  the  mofl  perfeA  table  that  had 
^appeared.  In  1769,  M.  Machy  read,  at  the  Royal  Academy, 
an  explanation  of  his  new  table,  which  pofleflTes  great  merit : 
and,  in  1775^  the  Diflertation  of  Bergmann,  which  has  oc- 
caiioned  this  detail,  was  publiflied  in  the  new  volume  of  the 
Upfal  Tranfa£lions.— Let  us  finifli  our  hiflory,  in  the  words  of 
the  very  intelligent  tranflator. 

*  Since  the  above,  befldes  many  alterations  which  totally 
change  the  difpofition  of  it,  not  lefs  than  nine  new  columns 
'have  been  added,  which,  if  all  the  redangles  were  filled  up, 
jpake  ^  X  ^o  =:  450  new  reftangles.    I  have  no  doubt  but  that 

an 

Digitized  byCaOOQlC 


!•  Mergmantfs  Difirtation  on  EU^i've  Aitra&knsm 

iaji  equal  or  a  greater  number  of  additions  will  hereafter  be 
inade  in  an  equal  number  of  years.  Even  iince  the  publication 
of  the  third  volume  of  the  Opufcula,  in  1783,  two,  or  perhaps 
three  fubftances  have  been  difcovered  which  will  claim  a  place 
on  the  Table  of  Eledive  Attradionsi  thefe  are  what  Mr. 
Scbeele  coniiders  as  the  acid  inherent  in  tungftein,  or  lapis 
ponderofus,  the  metal  which  MeiTrs.  Luyart  obtained  from  tung- 
ilein  ;  for  wolfram  only  differs  from  it  in  bekg  combined  with 
iron  and  manganefe,  and  the  acid  of  the  iilk-worm,  and  fome 
other  infects,  defcribed  by  M.  Chauffier,  in  the  Dijon  Me- 
moires  for  1783.* 

We  have  inveftigated  this  hiftory  with  fome  attention,  be- 
caufe  we  think  it  of  great  confequence.  Since  the  firft  EiTay 
of  M.  GeofFroy,  though  many  have*  been  the  attempts  to 
improve  his  Table,  the  fuccefs  has  not  been  proportional. 
Befides,  the  number  of  candidates  who  have  contended  with 
him  for  fame,  has  not  been  equal  to  thofe  authors  who  have 
tranfcribed  his  arrangement,  with  little  addition.  Each  of 
thefe  have,  till  within  thefe  ten  or  fifteen  y^ars,  joined  in  his 
praifes.  About  that  time  fo  many  exceptions  feemed  to  occur 
to  every  attempt  of  this  kind,  that  the  bell  chemifts  began  to 
relax  in  their  efforts,  defpairing  of  bringing  it  to  perfeftion. 
In  faft,  they  employed  fubftances  as  firaple  bodies,  which 
were  really  compounds;  and  they  varied  their  experiments 
without  being  aware  of,  or  allowing  for,  the  variety.  Con« 
fufion  confcqucntly  fucceeded  to  order,  and  each  general  rule 
was  clogged  with  exceptions  fb  numerous,  that  it  loft  its  ufe. 
The  difcovery  of  the  aerial  acid  began  to  lead  cheroifts  into  a 
clearer  light ;  and,  by  following  tliis  clue,  Bergmann,  in  the 
work  before  us,  has  elucidated  many  difficulties,  and  recon- 
ciled many  apparent  con  traditions. 

Excefs  of  heat  is  oAe  caufe  of  the  feceming  exceptions ;  and 
irregularities  arife,  as  we  have  hinted,  from  double  attraftion. 
We  ihall  infer t  a  ibort  fpccimen  of  our  author's  rcafoning  on 
this  fubje£t. 

*  Chemifts,  in  determining  the  fingle  elective  attraftions, 
are  often  deceived  by  double  attra6tions.  The  phofphoric  acid, 
as  I  ftiall  hereafter  (hew,  attrafts  lime  more  powerfully  thaa 
fixed  alkali ;  yet  the  contrary  is  afferted,  fince  aerated  alicali, 
by  means  of  a  double  affinity,  precipitates  phofphoriated  lime. 
Even  cauftic  fixed  alkali,  which  feems  a  fb*onger  proof,  caufe» 
a  precipitation  :  neverthelefs,  if  the  fuperior  attraction  is  de- 
duced from  this  alone,  the  conclufion  will  be  erroneous;  for 
the  alkali  only  takes  away  the  excefs  of  acid  which  is  requifite 
for  folution,  and  hence  the  phofphorated  lime  falls  to  the  bot- 
tom. The  difference  between  the  adlion  of  alkalis  and  abforb- 
eat  ej»rth$|  when  (aturated  with  aerial  acid|  and  when  deftituto 
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of  it,  has  been  explained  in  my  efTay  on  that  acid,  and  may* 
therefore,  be  omitted  here.  It  may  now,  in  general,  be  eb- 
ferved,  that  alkaline  and  earthy  fubilances  are  to  be  coniidered 
as  double,  and  by  no  means  as  fimple  falts,  except  ia  their 
caaftic  (late,  and  then  I  call  them  pure. 

*  The  precipitation  of  metaU,  diflbived  in  acids,  by  other' 
metah,  is  never  the  effed  of  £ngle  attradion  ;  for  during  the 
iblutiop,  a  quantity  of  phlogiilon  is  extricated,  as  I  have  clearly, 
I  hope>  ihewn.elfewhere.  Since,  therefore,  metallic  folutions 
are  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  they  cannot  rcftore  what  they  hold 
diflblved  to  its  metallic  fplendoar  without  the  acceilion  of  a 
new  portion  of  phlogifton,  it  is  felf-evident,  as  well  as  con- 
formable to  experiment,  that  this  cannot  be  efFeded  by  the  ad« 
ditioh  of  calces.  If,  therefore,  cchre  be  put  into  a  folution  of 
vitriol  of  copper,  no  copper  will  be  precipitated  ;  but^  iron 
added  to  the  folMtion  is  foon  obierved  to  be  covered  with  a  ca- 
>preous  pellicle ;  for  it  yields  part  of  its  phlogitlon,  which  it 
neceiTary  to  the  redudlion  of  the  copper,  and  by  this  means  be- 
comes itfelf  foluble  without  the  emiHion  of  any  inflammable 
air.  Silver  dafTolved  in  the  nitrous  acid,  is  in  like  manner  cal- 
cined ;  as  appears  from  the  red  vapour,  phlogiflic  fmell,  and 
Various  other  evident  iigns,  and  therefore  cannot  be  precipi- 
tated by  the  calx,  though  it  may  by  regulus  of  copper.  The 
fame  obfervation  is  applicable  to  gold  and  the  other  metals  ; 
for  in  whatever  way  they  be  feparated,  provided  they  can  ac- 
quire no  phlogifton,  they  appear  calcined,  and  really  are  fo: 
;he  only  difference  confifts  in  this,  that  they  are  unequally  de-, 
phlogifiicated,  and  that  the  noble  metals  can  recover  their  loft 
by  fulion  alone  in  ignited  veiTels,  whereas  the  ignoble  ones  te« 
quire  an  addition  of  phlogifton.* 

Exceptions  which  have  been  made,  are  alfo  fome times  owing 
to  a  fucceffive  change  of  fubftances  ;  as,  for  inftance,  the  ni- 
trous acid  is  phlogifticated  by  adding  marine  acid,  and  then 
adheres  ib  loofely  to  an  alkali  as  to  be  diilodged  by  any  acid* 
J^itre,  kept  fome  time  ignited,  in  the  fame  way  may  be  fepa- 
rated-even  by  vinegar  ;  but  the  order  in  which  a  compound 
body  is  arranged,  ought  not  to  form  an  exception  to  the  af- 
finity of  the  body,  when  fimple.  When  a  fubilance  feparated 
is  foluble  in  the.menftruum,  or  when  the  folution  is  capable 
:of  diffolving  the  difunited  body*  we  alfo  fee  an  apparent,  in- 
.  Acad  of  ^  real  irregularity.  The  fame  occurs  when  the  fub- 
ilance, whi(:]i  we  expedt  to  fee  feparate,  is  capable  of  uniting 
to  the  new  compound «  or  when  a  determinate  excefs  of  any  of 
.the  ingredients  is  required  to  form  the  body,  in  a  ftate  fit  fot 
reparation  s  as  of  an  acid  in  crude  tartar,  and  of  an. alkali  in 
borax.  All  thefe  cirgumftances  have  perplexed  the  practical  che- 
mifts  ;  and  Eergmann's  explanations,  which  cannot  be  expreffed 
jn  ihprter  language  than  his  own^  arc  carious  and  inftruAive. 

Ho 
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He  then  examines  e^ch  column  in  his  Table,  and  explains* 
i/i  general,  the  nature  of  the  fubftance  at  the  head,  and  the 
eacperiments  on  which  the  fubfeqnent  order  is  founded.  He 
t^Us  us.alfo,  where  they  are  arrajiged  from  analogy,  and  when 
from  conjefture  :  thefe.diffici|lties  mufl  be  removed  by  future 
exporiments.  Of  a.  wgrfc  fo  mifcellaneous,  we  can  give  no 
i«gu)air  analyfis ;  and  ihall  extraft  only  a  fbort  paflage^  which 
oOBtains  information  not  generally  known,  viz.  on  the  colour-^ 
ing  matter  of  Pruffian  blue. 

*  I  have  long  conjedured,..  not  without  reafon,  that  the  ting- 
ing matter  in  Pruffian  blue  is  of  an  acid  nature,  as  it  forms 
comppunds  of  an  intermediate  kind  with  alkaline  fa] ts,  as  well 
:(s  with  earths  and  metals*  ^r,  Scheele  has  lately  taught  us 
i^w  to  feparate  the  acid  in  a  pure  ftate.  Phi ogifticated  alkali,* 
as  it  is  commonly  called,  is  a  triple  fait ;  containing  the  ttng> 
iag  acid^  fatur^ted  partly  , with  iron,  and  partly  with  alkali. 
Thisial^i  boiled  in  a  retort  with  weak  vitriolic' acid,  emits  the 
tinging  acid  in  an  inflammable  aerial  form,  which  may  be  ab-  i 

ibrbed  by  wat^r  placed  in  the  receiver.     And  as  at  the  fame  ^ 

flizve,  fome  vitriolic  acid  paiTe^  into  the  receiver,  the  liquor 
ihould  be  again  diftilled  with  a  little  chalk,  till  one-fourth 
ihall  have  paiTed  over ;  which  is  a  folution  of  the  prefent  acid 
in  water.  The  :following  procef^  anfwers  the  fame  end  with 
lefs  trouble ;  let  iixteen  parts  of  Pruflian  bl^e  be  boiled  in  a 
concurbit,  with  eight  of  mercury,  calcined  by  means  of  nitrous 
acid,  and  forty-eight  of  water,  for  a  few  minutes,  with  con- 
Jftant  agijtati^m.  The  mixture  becopies  of  a  cineritiou3  yellow; 
i;;fjipi4d  be  put  on  the  £lter,  and  the  rcfidqum  elixated  with 
boiling  water.  To  the  filtered  liquor,  let  twelve  parts  of  pure 
iron  filings  be  added>  and  three  of  concentrated  vitriolic  acid. 
'After  a.  fhaklng  of  fome  minutes,  the  whole  mafs  is  turned 
1)lack  by  the  reduced  mercury.  After  the  fubfidence  of  the 
powder,  the  clear  liquor  is  to  be  decanted  into  a  retort,  and 
one-fourth  aWlraded,' 

A  commentary  on  a  table  of  cledlive  attractions  muft  contain 
an  abftradl  of  the  whole  icience ;  and  the  abftrad  before  us  is 
not  only  full  and  comprehenfive,  but  clear  and  fatisfadory. 

^Nfiw  difcoveries  muft,  however,  have  affected  many  parts  of 
the  work ;  and  fome  miftakes,  the  errors  of  humanity,  may 
be  occafionally  obferved.  Many  of '  thefe  are  correiled  by  the 
tranflator,  who,  beiides  adding  fome  valuable  notes,  has  exe- 

/cuted  his  ta(k  with  great  ikill  and  judgment.  He  appears  to 
be  of  opinion,  that  the  late  difcbveries  relative  to  the  nature 
of  water,  by  Mr.  Gavendifh  and  Mr.  Watt,-  are  fully  efta- 
bliflied  ;  but  we  ftill  entertain  fome  doubts.    If  they  are  once 

rcxadly  afcertained,  we  agree  with  him  in  thinking  that  they 

\vill  have  an  extenfive  influence  over  every  branch  of  chemical 

•  •  •  •  '  ^  -       ^  know- 
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knowiegc.      Perhaps   Mr.  Cavendi(h's  continued    enquiries, 

which  we  cxpeft  every  moment,  may  render  thefe  fubjeas 

more  clear.     We  ftiall  conclude  our  extrafts  with  a  few  re- 

'  marks  from  the  annotitor. 

«  But  whence  arifcs  the  aerial  acid  ^hat  appcarsin  thofc  phto- 
ciftic  proceffes  in  which  animals  are  concerned  ?  We  find  u  not 
only  in  the  air  that  has  been  refpired  by  animals  provided  with 
lungs,  but  Mr.  Scheele  dete6ted  it  in  air  m  which  he  had  kept 
'  infeas.  and  Mr.  Achard  in  common  and  vital  air  that  had  been 
iniedled  into  the  cellular  tiffue  of  animals.  If  it  does  not  proceed 
from  any  change  of  vital  air,  what  remains  but  that  it  muftbe 
thrown  off  in  fubftance  ?  I  would,  therefore,  propofe  thisai  a 
proper  fut)jea  of  experiment,  not  bccaufe  I  think  it  calculated 
to  decide  the  chemical  queftion  concerning  the  conftltution  of 
the  aerial  acid,  but  becaufe  it  is  a  carious  phyfiobgical  pfo- 
blem     I  know  but  one  faa  that  has  any  immediate  conne6Hoa 
with  the  folution  of  this  problem,  and  that  is  contained  in  3V4r. 
Achard's  paper  on  artificial  emphyiemas.     He  always  found  a 
larce  portion  of  aerial  acid  in  inBammable  air  that  had  bcca 
forced  into  the  cellular  tiffue  of  animals.    If  it  was  not  con- 
tained beforehand  in  the  infiammable  air,  and  little  or  no  com- 
mon air  was  introduced  along  with  it,  which  I  think  altogether 
unlikely,  the  refult  fecms  very  much  to  favour  the  opinion  that 
fappofcs  aerial  acid  to  be  an  animal  emanation. 

*  I  know  not  whether  I  fhall  efcape  cenfure  for  dwelling  fo 
long  both  here  and  before,  on  the  queftion  concerning  the 
aerial  acid  ;  but  I'prefume,  with  fome  confidence,  that  no  one, 
who  is  capable  of  perceiving  its  extenfive  influence  on  the  theory 
of  fo  many  chemical  operations,  will  blame  me  with  much  fe- 

vcrity*' 

Wc  once  hazarded  a  conjeaure,  that  the  aenal  acid  might 

^  be  found  to  be  fome  very  common  fubftance  in  difguife  ;  and, 
though  we  would  fpcak  with  much  diffidence,  and  hazard  a 

•  conjeaure  only,  yet  there  is  great  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  this 
kind  of  air  is  often  a  phlogifticated  acetous  acid.  It  is  pretty 
certainly  known,  that  it  is  the  acid  of  ants,  which  ia- jaany 
refpeas'refcmblej  the  acetous  acid ;.  and,  in  the  experiments 

•■  joft  quoted,  it  may  be  derived  from  the  acid  of  fat,  whi^h, 
in  Mr.  Crcll's  experiments,  produced  falts  in  the  fame  order, 

-  and  nearly  with  the  fame  properties  as  vinegar.  It  may  ip- 
pear  contradiftory  to  derive  an  add  fo  generally  found  in  fulfil 
fubftances,  from  vegetables ;  but  it  muft  be  confidercd,  that 

• '  the  aerial  acid  is  often  contained  in  large  quantities  in  the  food 
of  vegetables,  water,  and  mould ;  and  that  the  acetous,  afcid 
is  not  formed,  but  only  evolved  by  the  procefs  of  fermentation* 
Many  fimilar  inftances  occur  in  chcn^iftry.  There  are  .many 
6thcr  arettmeuts  which  might  be  produced,  if  it  wcrcptopcr : 
*  we 
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we  omit  them,  tLat  we  may  not  feem  to  raife  a  conjeflure  W 
the  rank  of  a  theory.  Much  injury  has  been  done  to  fcience 
in  this  way  :  opinions  are  often  ufeful  to  fuggeli  experiments ; 
but  they  ihbuld  never  fuperfede  them,  or  influence  our  cori- 
cluiions. 

The  Tables  of  fimple  and  double  Elcflive  Atti^aaiori,  both 
in  chemical  charafters  and  words,  are  fubjoined  :  the  latter  ire 
highly  ufeful,  for  Bergmann*s  charaders  afe  not  very  fimple  or 
clear.  Yet,  as  they  are  now  become  familiar^  more  cdnfufida 
would  be  introduced  by  improving  than  by  retaininjg^  them, 

Tilices  Brifannica ;  an  Hijiory  of  the  Britijh  proper  Fetns.     By 

James  Bolton,  ^to.   13/.  in  Boards  ;  \L  ys.  Coloured,  White, 
^TpHJS  is  the  firft  part  of  an  ufeful  and  corretl  defcriptipn  of 
-■•    the  Britifh  ferns,  ia  a  moderate  compafs,  and  at  no  great 
txpcnce.  / 

*  It  is  here  attempted  to  bring  together  and  illuftrate 

the  Britifh  proper  ferns  j  no  attempt  of  the  kind  having 
ever  before  appeared  in  our  own,  or  any  other  language.    The 

freateft  part  of  them  have  indeed  been  figured  and  defcribed, 
ut  many  of  thofe  figures  are  too  inaccurate  to  give  a  clear  and 
diflinit  idea  of  the  plant,  and  being  fcattered  through  tlje  vo» 
lumes  of  many  authors,  will  fuhjett  to  a  \try  great  expence, 
thofe  who  are  defirous  to  inform  themfelves  of  a  tribe  of  plants 
fo  fingular  and  beautiful  as  the  Britifh  proper  ferns  mufi  be  al- 
lowed to  be.  'i 

*  It  is  the  intention  of  the  author  in  this  undertaking,  to 
give  a  clear  and  diilinfi  idea  of  every  fpecies  in  its  variotis 
iiages  of  growth,  and  under  the  various  accidents  it  is  liable 
to^  as  far  as  is  neceffary  for  enabling  the  i^udent  to  difcriminate 
each  with  eafe  and  certainty  $  to  exhibit  them  at  one  view,  and 
at  a  fmall  cxpence.*  v  ; 

Mr.  Bolton  has  defcribed  and  engraven  fpecimens  of  the- 
diiferent  Britifh  fpecies  of  ophioglofTum,   ofmund^,  acrofli- 
chum,  polipodium,  afplenium,  pteris,  adiantum,  tricbomanes ; 
and  purpofes,  in  a  fubfequent  work,  to  defcribe  the  equifetum,' 
pilularia,  and  ifoetis  •  all  the  genera  of  the  Brit;ifh  Flora.  His 
accounts  are,  in  general,  fatisfa£lory ;  and  the  plates,  though 
void  of  elegance,  are  clear  and  accurate.     They  do  not  atr 
trad  the  eye  by  their  beauty,  but  they  inftrudl  the  mind  hy^ 
their  exadlnefs. 
'  Mr.  Bolton  has  made  no  alteration  in  the  genera ;  and,  in- 
Head  of  adding  to  the  fpecies,  has  degraded  many  of  thefe, 
by  placing  them  among  the  varieties.     He  feeins  to  have  at- 
tended very  carefully  to  this  clafs  of  plants ;  and  his  obferva- 
tipns.are  frequently  new,  and  generally  jufl.    The  known  va- 
rieties 
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rleties  are  more  clearly  dcfcribed,  and  fome  of  the  moft  re- 
2narkable  ones  are  delineated. 

The  adiantum  trapeziforme  of  Hudfon,  Flor.  Ang.  460,  is 
fuppofed,  with  great  reafon,  to  be  only  a  variety  of  the  afple- 
nium  marinum.  The  afplenium  trichomanes-ramofum  of  Lin- 
■naeos,  Sp.  pi.  1541,  is,  in  our  author's  opinion,  a  variety  of 
the  afplenium  viride,  growing  luxuriantly  in  moid  fituations. 
Mr.  Hudfon,  we  perceive,  thinks  it  a  variety  of  the  afplenium 
trichomanes,  iince  he  has  inferted  the  fynonyms  of  Linnsus 
under  this  fpecies. 

The  afplenium  lanceolatum  of  Hudfon  Is  fuppofed  to  be 
a  variety  of  afplenium  adiantum  nigrum,  and  our  author  has 
arranged  it  in  this  manner.  It  is  indeed  ve^y  fimilar  to  the 
I  af.  adiantum  nigrum  ;  but  we  have  much  reafon  to  fufpedl  that 
our  author  has  adually  delineated  a  variety  of  the  af.  adian- 
cum-nigrum,  inflead  of  the  af.  lanceolatum,  fince  he  has  not 
preferved  the  Ipecific  difference  of  the  lanceolatum,  which  we 
have  often  feen.  As  he  found  it  fo  nearly  alike  the  former, 
and  not  very  different  from  the  latter,  he  has  perhaps  occa- 
£oned  fome  confufion. 

It  is  with  more  reafon  that  he  fubjoins  the  following  re- 
mark to  the  polypodinm  vulgare. 

*  The  polipodium  cambricom  is  now  known  to  be  a  variety 
of  this  plant.  The  general  fhape  of  its  leaves  oval :  lobes  con- 
fluenty  and  decurrent  at  the  bafe,  irregularly  gafhed  on  the 
edges,  the  fegments  long,  narrow,  crouded,  ferrated  or  ere- 
nated  on  the  edges,  the  whole  leaf  thin,,  fmooth,  femi-tranf- 
parent,  of  a  pale  green  and  very  elegant.  This  variety  pro- 
duces no  feed  -veffels. 

*  There  is  another  remarkable  variety  in  which  the  lobes  are 
proliferous,  having  other  lobes  growing  from  their  fides.  This 
variety  was  diicovered  in  frudification,  in  a  wood  near  fiingley, 
by  Mr.  W.  Alexander,  of  Halifax,  in  Auguft  1782.' 

We  ftiall  infert  alfo  the  following  obfervation,'  to  recommend 
it  to  the  attention  of  obfervers. 

*  Polipodium  lonchitis  very  greatly  refemblcs  the  polipodiuni 
aculeatum  in  fome  of  its  dates,  particularly  that  variety  of  it 
which  Hudfon  calls  polipodium  lobatum.  Thefe  two  plants  in 
iigure,  colour^  fubflance,  manner  of  growth,  and  general  habit, 
bear  a  refemblance  too  itriking  to  be  difregarded, 

*  The  polipodium  aculeatum  and  lobatum  are  found  growing 
on  moid  rocks  and  ihady  places.  Polipodium  lopchitls,  on  the 
cold  mountains  of  North  Wales.  Is  it  pofljble  that  polipodium 
lonchitis  fhould  be  a  ilarved  variety  of  polipodium  aculeatum  ?' 

Again,  for  the  fame  reafon, 

«  I  fufpcd  the  polypodium  fragrans  of  Mr,  Hudfon  to  be  \ 
variety  of  this  plant  (polipodium  thelypterisj  where  the  feeds. 
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l6  Fa/ciculus  PlaMt4irum  Cry^pfogamicarum^  Britannia. 
^sicciden tally  takiag  root  on  rocjcs^  produce  fmall  plants  havini^ 
the  parts  crouded.  Linnaeus's  defcription  of  the  polipodiufli 
fragrans,  ^rees  with  polypodium  thelyptcris  in  every  thing  bat 
magnitude.  If  polypodium  fragrans  is  a  real  fpecies,  1  fhall 
be  thankful  to  any  one  who  will  communicate^  a  fair  fpecimen, 
or  give  hints  of  information  concerning  it.* 

The  polypodium  lobatum  of  Hudfon  is,  in  our  author's 
opinion,  a  young  plant  of  the  p*.  aculeatum ;  the  polypodium 
rheticum,  a  tender  one  of  the  p.  fragile  ;  and  the  trichomanes 
pyxidiferum,  a  luxuriant  variety  of  the  t.  tunbrigenfe.  We 
Ihall  felecl  the  laft  remark. 

*  I  fufpeiCl  the  trichomanes  pyxidiferum  of  Bell  Bank  to  be 
,  a  luxuriant  variety  of  this  plant ;  their  figure,  texture,  colour, 
and  whole  h^bit  are  the  fame,  only  differing  in  magnitude.  In 
this  opinion  I  am  confirmed  by  obfervation ;  for  in  the  year 
17841  I  found  the  trichomanes  tunbrigenfe  growing  in  great 
plenty  on  the  rocks  under  Dolbadon  caftle,  near  the  lake  of 
Llhanberris  ;  in  cavities  where  the  rock  was  moift;  and  over* 
ihadowed  with  other  plants,  fo  as  to  exclude  the  fun,  I  found 
Specimens  fo  far  approaching  to  the  trichomanes  pyxidiferum, 
as  to  form  a  conne<Sting  link  between  it  and  the  trichomanes 
tunbrigenfe,  partaking  equally  of  the  one  and  of  the  other. 
One  of  thefe  fpecimens  1  have  exadly  figured.*. 

Our  author's,  obfervatioos  on  the  difficulty  of  diHInguiihing 
the  genera  of  ferns,  in  particular  periods  of  their  frufiification^ 
are  very  juft;  but  the  inconvenience  which  has  been  frequently 
felt  is,  we  fear,  without  a  remedy.  We  have  little  to  objeft 
to  Mr.  Bolton's  condud  in  any  refped,  except  his  tranflations 
of  the  terms  defcriptive  of  the  leaves.  Now  that  we  have  a 
fixed  Englifti  botanical  language,  it  fhould  be  ftriftly  adhered 
to  ;  for,  as  we  have  often  remarked,  it  is  better  to  be  confift- 
ent  in  our  language,  though  we  fhould  fometimes  be  lefs  ac- 
curate. In  this  inflance  alfo,  the  language  of  the  Litchfield 
.  tranflators  is,  we  think,  preferable. 

'  '     ■  -  -         J 

jfacobiDick/ont  Fa/ciculus  Plant  arum  Crypt  ogamicarum  Britanniof*^ 
4/tf.     4/.  /eived.     Nicol. 

'T'HIS  work,  though  fmail,  is  almoft  wholly  new.    The  au- 
**     thor  profefTes  to  enumerate  thofe  plants  only,  which  arc 
..iiot  defcribed  by  Curtis,  Hudfon,  or  Lightfoot ;  except  in  one 
.  or  two  inflances,  where,  from  infpe£ling  the  Colleftions  of 
•,  Linnaeus  and  Dillcnius,  he  has  been  able  to  deted  fome  errors, 
•It  is  indeed  both  honourable  and  advantageous  to  this  king- 
dom and  its  naturalifts,  that  we  have  inherited-  the  learned 
riches  of.  the  Swedish  botanift.     The  plates  reprefent  only 
thofe  plants,  of  which  there  arc  no  reprefentations  in  fir  Jofepi 

Banks'^ 
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Banks's  library.  They  are  v^ry  faithfully  executed ;  but  (am^ 
little  errors  in  the' reference's  create,  at  times,  a  flight  con^ 
fufion. 

The  firft  fet  pf  thefe  '  clandeftine  marriages'  coatains  the 
Uioffes*     The  firft  genus,  enriched  witth  ne\y  fpecies,  is  th© 

5*)hafcum.  To  it  are  added  one  under ^the  ^tle  of '  ferratpm,* 
,  bme^Vhat  refeflibling  the  p.  acaulon  of  Hudfon,  FL  Angl.  466, 
another  ftyl^d  alt^rhifolium,  and  the  third  axillare.  To  the 
^enus  fplachnum  are  added  two  {pedes  frooi  the  method,  muf- 
corum,  Linn,  filii,  viz.  mnipides  &  fphaericun?  :  to  the  mniuni 
one,  the  *  ofmundaceum/  The  bryum  viridulum  is  Taid  to  be 
ve^y  different  from  the  b.  capillaceum  breve,  &:c.  of  Dilleaus, 
ftnd  mufcus  capLlIaceus,  &c«  of  Vaillant,  which  are  placed 
as  fynonyras  under  this  fpecies  by  Linn.  Sp.  PL  1584.  The 
b..  viridulum  is  really  the  Stvediih  fpecies,  as  appears  from 
Linnaeus'  Hortus  Siccus  j  but  meflrs.  Hudfon,  Curtis,  and 
Lightfoot,  have  been  mifled  by  the  fynonyms,  and  confounded 
it  with  the  following  fpecies,  viz,  the  b.  virens,  to  which  Dil- 
lenjus  and  Vaillant's  plant  is  to  be  referred.  Another  fpecies  of 
bryum,  the  *  ventricofum,'  on  comparing  the  herbariesof  Dil- 
lenius  and  Linnaeus,  is  very  different  from  the  mniuni  trique- 
trum,  with  which  it  has  been  confounded.  In  the  whole,  Mr. 
Ptckfon  has  defcribed  fbur  new  fpecie&  of  thia^enos*  To  the 
genus  hypnum,  are  added  the  flellatam,  pennatq?!,  fiami« 
neiim,  and  albicans.  To  the  jungermannia,  the  j.  fphagni, 
angulofa,  and  pulcherrima  :  the  laft  is  taken  from  the  metho<9> 
dus  of  the  younger  Linnaeus. 

In  the  order  of  flags,  a  different  defcription  of  the  genus 
targionia  is  added,  to  include  a  new  fpecies  together  with  the 
t.  hypophylla  of  Hudfon  ;  and  another  fpecies  of  riccia  is  de- 
fcribed from  the  Flora  Danic^.  Eighteen  new  fpecies  of  lichea 
are'ftjfo  defcribed.  The  1.  canefcens  is  different  from  the 
1,  palefcens  of  Linnajus,  and  the  fame  with  the  lichenoides 
cruftofum,  &c.  of  Dillenius,  which  has  generally  been  fub- 
joined  to  the  latter  fpecies;.  Of  the  tremella,  three  new  fpe- 
cies appear  :  the  t.  fabinas,  found  alfo  on  the  juniper,  is  faid 
to  differ  from  the  defcription  of  the  t.  juniperina  of  Linnseutf^ 
in  the  Flora  Laponica, 

Among  the  muftirooms  we  find  ten  fpecies  of  agaricui, 
moftly  new ;  of  the  boletus,  fiv^  ;  one  of  which,  the  b.  la- 
crymans,  is  the  caufe  of  what  is  called  the  dry-rot.  This 
plant  was  known  to  Hudfon,  but  defcribed  by  him  as  a  fpe- 
cies of  agarictts,  viz.  a.  pedinatus.  Of  the  hydnum,  there 
are  only  two  additional  fpecies ;  of  the  helvella,  five  ;  but 
neither  afford  any  thing  which  particularly  deferves  to  be  no* 
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ticed.  The  genera  of  peziza  and  clavaria,  are  each  enriched 
with  two  fpecies. 

Mr.Dickfon  has  formed  a  liew  gqaus,  or  rather  a  mifcella- 
^eoas  clafs  of  bodies,  not  ealily  referable  to  the  other  genera. 
He  has  called  it  fphaeria,  a  name  frequently  applied  to  differ*, 
c'nt  fpecies  of  the  fungK  Its  fru£lification  is  fphaerical,  and 
full  of  powder.  It  contains  nine  fpecies,  chiefly  taken  from 
Wiegel :  one  only,  the  L  braflicst,  is  in  Murray's  edition  of 
Linnaeus's  Syftem  of  Vegetables,  under  the  title  of  lycoperdon 
minimum.  Of  the  lycoperdon,  there  are  five  new  fpecies  4^ 
and  of  the  miicor,  one. 

We  have  thus  given  a  curfory  view  of  the  novelties  in  thia 
Fafciculus,  which  are  fo  many,  that  we  reflcd,  with  pleafure, 
on  the  intimation'  given  by  the  author,  that  he  means  to  offer 
lis  more.  The  dcfcriptions  are  clear,  concife,  and  difcrimi- 
hated,  the  references  exadl ;  but,  as  theobjeds  are  frequently 
cjuite  new,  and  feldom  much  known,  they  cannot  be  nume- 
jous.  In  this  retired  recefs,  a  great  harveit  is  yet  to  be  reap- 
^  ^d ;  and  we  are  pleafed  to  fee  labourers  fo  diligent  and  ableia 
the  ta&» 

Heron^s  Letters  of  Literature^    Concluded^  from  Vd*  Ix.  /•  413.^ 

"IX/E  again  take  up  the  work  of  this  enterprifing  au- 
^^^  thor,  who  in  various  fhapes  engages  the  attention  of 
the  public  with  hopes,  perhaps  in  vain,  to  ^x  it.  We  had 
juft  reached  the  twenty-eighth  Letter,  and  fhall  proceed  in 
order.  • 

De  Betz,  he  tells  us,  is  weak  and  fuperficial ;  his  reputa- 
tion falfe,  and  his  gravity  the  appearance  of  wifdom.  This 
differs  from  common  opinion ;  but  perhaps  is  not  very  diftant  (, 
from  the  truth.  Extremes  are  always  fufpicious  ^  and  the  po- 
pular current  has  carried  the  name  of  De  Retz  down  the 
llream  with  a  rapidity  which  he  did  not  deferve. 

Mr.  Heron  next  examines  the  antiquity  of  farces,  and  traces 
ikhem  to. the  firft  originals  of  the  drama.  In  this  there  are  fbme 
juil  remarks,  mixed  with  miflakes  fo  numerous,  that  we  are 
led  to  think,  that '  with  all  the  fuperficiality  of  French  cri- 
ticifm,*  our  author  has  taken  from  copies.  Pantomime,  vk 
his  opinion,  is  equally  ancient ;  but  he  Ihould  have  obferved, 
that  it  was  pantomime  made  intelligible  by  the  help  of  an  in- 
terpreter. If  the  opinion  of  the  ancients  is  to  be  credited, 
this  affiftance  was  not  at  that  time  fo  neceffary  as  it  is  at  pre- 
'fent,  fmce  we  are  told  of  a  fpeech  which  was  a6led,  and  under- 
fiood  as  eafily^s  when  fpoken*.  If  we  excel  in  pantomime, 
-  -  'we 


Digitized  by  C3OOQ IC  . 


tin^n^i  Lttuihs  of  Literaturi.  t  jl 

We  fail  in  dranktic  compoiitionsj  if  our  author's  diA^tes  ard 
oracular. 

«  Indted  pititditiiirie  is  rtow  the  fcfeft  entertaiiiment  we  iiod 
in  oar  theatres.  It  is  quite  afloniihing  to  remark  how  muc^ 
Our  ftage  hath  declined  withiii  this  half  dozen  years,  dnce  th^ 
retreat  of  Garrick.  It  is  overwhelmed  with  floods  of  Irifh  non* 
ienfey  and  (tuff  more  ilopid  than  (lupidity^  where  not  one  glim- 
mer of  fenfe  or  wit  appears*  Had  thofe  Irifhmen,  female  fcrib* 
lers,  &c.  offered  their  tra(h  to  a  Bartholonjew-fair  audience  a 
few  years  ago,  they  would  have  been  hifTed  to  fcorn.  Our  poor 
audiences  lit  with  Dutch  phlegm,  and  take  what  Qo^  fends. 
Englifh  good-nature,  or  hon  homie^  if  you  pleafe,  puts  us  upon 
t.  level  with  the  m6(l  ilupid  and  barbarous  of  nations.  What 
the  judgement  of  our  audiences  condemns,  their  good-nature 
With  a  vengeance  1  comes  in  and  reprieves  at  the  very,  gallows* 
However  it  is  fome  confolataon  to  know  that  our  llage  cannot 
poffibly  be  worfe  than  it  is,  fo  it  mull  mend  of  coiirfe/ 

The  next  Lfetter  is  on  Gravina's  work  Delia  Region  Poetica. 
It  is  intended  to  lefTen  the  credit  of  the  author,  and  it  doei 
not  add  to  that  of  the  critic.  The  following,  though  well 
exprefied,  is  not  new. 

'  Many  of  his  obfervations  upbn  Homer  a>e  fine  i  fucb  as^ 
his  being  the  greateft  poet,  becaufe  his  works  all  bear. the  very 
llamp  of  nature;  none  of  his  charaders  being  perfe^ ;  the 
Virtuous  being  painted  as  capable  of  vice,  and  the  vicious  as 
guilty  of  virtue*  Perfed  charaders  form,  indeed,  a  fure  mark 
of  a  middling  writer  ;  who  cannot  copy  nature,  but  only  a  fee- 
ble idea  of  perfedion  in  his  own  breaft.  They  are  always  in- 
£pid ;  witnefs  Eneas,  the  moil  ihfipid  charaaer  ever  drawn  ; 
for  the  vices  of  Eneas,  his  dereliction  of  Dido,  5;c.  are  not 
de/cribed  as  i  in  perfections  of  character ;  but  are  indeed  iriere 
,  uiconfiftencies/ 

In  the  paflage  which  follows,  we  can  trace  his  (leps,  Where 
we  have  often  found  them,  and  fhall  take  an  opportunity  of 
detecting  him. 

The  following  Letter  is  on  Hiitofical  Truth.  We  have  had 
occafion  to  remark  how  many  various  forms  it  puts  on,  while 
it  cannot  be  faid  to  have  altered  its  nature ;'  but  our  author 
positively  aflcrts >  that  '  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  truth*  of  faCt^ 
or  hiftorical  truth,  known  to  mkn.'  It  is  fomething  to  aflerC 
with  confidence ;  it  is  of  more  cohfequence  to  denionftrate. 
bur  aiithot  explains  }iis  6pinion  %  and  then  we  find  him  exa£{ 
in  his  judgment. 

The  thirty-fecorid  Letter  Contains  a  companfon  between  the  • 
form  of  the  ancient  itage  and  ihe  modem  one,  with  fbme  com- 
parative obfervations  oii  the  inodern  and  ancient  dramas.     A 
few  remarks  may  deferve  a  different  charader  from  the  reff  ^ 
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for,  iJi'geiseral,  it  may  be  truiy  pronounced  a  ikperfick!  co!«* 
piktion  ;  and,  wonderful  to  relate !  chiefly  from  Latin  authors^ 
\Ve  have  mtxch  reafon  to  believe^  tiiat  bur  author  honours  the 
fiund  of  Greek  only;  though,  in  die  fbllowijig  Letter^  he 
n^ia  attacks  the  Latin  poets.  He  compares  Virgil,  however, 
sot  with  Jtionicr,  but  with  T&ffo. 

.  In  the  thirty -fourth  Letter  he  endeavours  to  prove,  ^at  tiie 
Engtiih  has  *  vaft  Jefe£b'  in  found ;  but  our  author's  car,  in 
many  inftancesj  is  not  very  correal.  His  obfervations^  and 
his  plan  to  improve  the  found  of  our  language,  are  trifling 
and  abfurd  in  the  higheil  degree.  A  fppcimen  of  the  reformed 
Englifli*  of  the  one  hundred  and  flfty-ninth  Number  of  the 
Spe£!ator,  will  enable  the  reader  to  judge  for  himielf. 

*  When  I  was  ato  Grand  Cairo,  I  picked  lip  feveral  orieatala 
manufcripta,  whica  I  have  ftilt  by  me.  Amon^  othera,  I  met 
with  one  entitulen,  Thea  Viitoua  of  Mirza,  whica  I  have  redd 
xnk  with  grent  pleasure.  I  intend  to  give  ito  ta  the  publico, 
when  I  have  no  otherentertainmento  fo  them ;  ando  fliall  begin 
winfa  die  firft  viiion,  whico  I  have  tranflaten  wordo  fo  wordo  a2 
followeth.* 

The  obftrvations  on  the  Greek  charaders,  and  the  remarks 
of  reference,  are  of  little  confequence ;  and  we  may  exclaim 
with  Mr.  Heron,  '  common  fenfe !  common  fenfe !  what  an 
uncommon  thing  art  thou !'  Let  us  for  once  tell  this  gentle- 
man, that  to  diier,  is  not  always  to  be  right ;  and  to  appear 
deciflve,  will  not  airways  convince. 

The  next  Letter  is  on  '  the  Grave,  a  poem  by  Mr.  Blair, 
of  conflderable  merit ;  but  not  unknown,  though  not'  gene- 
tatty  admired.  It  is  indeed  unequal,  and  the  fubjedl  is  too 
gloomy  to  become  familiar. 

In  the  following  Letter,  our  author  thinks  a  poet  may  be 
too  good  an  antiquarian ;  for  cufl:oms  may  have  exifled  that 
will  add  to  the  force  of  the  defcription,  though  they  have  nc- 
vdr  been  ntentioned.     This  is  the  very  eflence  of  trifling. 

The  thijfty-feventh  Letter  contains  fome  modern  Ladn  poe- 
try, which  the  author  feleds  as  deferving  praife.  We  are  n^t 
more  fond  of  the  modern  attempts  than  Mr.  Heron;  thefe 
are  not  of  the  befl  kind ;  but  he  is  the  Worft  of  tranflators. 
Xet  the  reader  judge  from  his  attempt  to  tranflate  an  ode  of 
Q9&xx{\t^^r/ylUbl$  for  fyllable.'  We  ihall  felcft  only  die  firft 
ftanzai^ 

•  Adfuam  Trftudlnim. 
^  Sonori  buxi  filia  fuulis, 
Pendebis  alta,  barbite,  populo; 

Dum  ridet  aer^  et  fupinas 
.    Solicitat  levis  aura  frondes.* 
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*  Toils  Harp.* 
*  Sonorous- daughter  <if  the  plkntboxen  ftem, 
On  the  biig^j^pUr^  O  my  lUrpt  thpu  (halt  depend  i     . 
White  k^ghs  the  flcy,  and  the  gaie  .  .     , 

Softly  revives*  the  liftlefs  leaves/ '  ' 

The  refl  ico^tidns  fome  miftakes,  not  excnf^ble  in  a  fchopir 
boy.  The  tjrani^ation  of  Mr.  Gray's  famous  Alcaic  Odcj^  ^ 
neither  more  corredk  nor  more  elegant*. 

Letter  thirty-eighth  is  on  Shakfpeare  qig^n.  We  (hall  fbott 
bave  enough  of  this  fubjedt*  but  ihnii  feleft  our  author's  coa^ 
eluding  remark.  ; 

'  Let  us  not  difmifs  the  bo^  without  due  thanks  to  Mr« 
Steevens;  to  whom  the  re^;d^rs  bf  Shakfpere  are  a%  mucb 
obliged  as  thoie  of  Hudib^as  to  Pr.  Grey,  Both  of  thein  are 
completely  verfed  in  //x 

**  All  fttch  reading  as  was  never  read." 

Both  are  fellow-labourers  in  the  congenial  Twines  of  dulneft; 
where  no  man  of  tafle  or  fcience  ever  dirtied^imfelf.  Both 
haye  explained  their  author,  without  being  capable  of  und^r- 
Handing  him.' 

Letter  thirty-ninth  endeavours  to  fliew,  with  little  fuccefs* 
that  luxury  is  Qqither  a  iign  of  a  decaying  fbue,  nor  the  cauie 
of  its  decay.  Yet  there  are  fome  acute  obfervations  in  if^ 
which  might  be  better  employed  than  in  fupporting  p^adoxe?. 
Our  author  then  ftarts  from  his  fubjedl,  to  fpeak  of  the  un- 
certainty of  determining  the  ag^  of  an  author  from  ilyle,  and 
thinks  that  it  is  eafy  to  '  command  an  hundred  different  Ilyles.' 
If  this  be  the  talent  which  he  afFe£ts,  we  do  not  wonder  at 
the  various  names  with  which  he  has  appeared  in  the  woil^^f 
letters ;  but  it  is  not  the  ulent  which  he  polTeiles. 

Mr.  Heron  next  enquires  into  the  improvements  of  feteoce 
iince  the  time  of  Bacon  ;  and  details,  at  fome  lengthy  the  ex- 
ten  five  analyfis  of  knowledge  delivered  by  this  penetrating  aa- 
thor.  In  examining  the  improvements,  we  find  mucb  illibe- 
rality  in  the  language,  and  many  defers  in  our  author's  infor- 
mation. Indeed  we  are  too  much  difgufled  with  this  letter  t« 
enlarge  on  it.  He  praifes  and  cenfttres  Gibbon  with  fiMlte 
juftice  ;  and  at  laft  obferve«, 

*  Let  him  revife  his  Hiflory,  and  it  will  ftaitd  aureng  the 
very  firft  in  the  world.  Above  all  things  let  him  be  Ms  ageo* 
^rapher,  and  more  a  chronologer.  Geography  and  chroxwogy 
Save  well  been  called  the  two  ^yt^  of  hiftory  ;  but  he  has  ex- 
tinguifhed  the  latter,  as  hoping  the  other  would  ftine  more 
brightly.' 

in  his  Remarks  on  the  Epiftolary  Style,  his  enumeration  of 
the  dlftinguifhed  authors  is  not  corrcft.     There  are  other  fets^ 
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of  httersy  and  to  fpm^  of  tbefe  he  is  more  obliged  than  he 
chafes  to  acknowlege. 

The  forty-fiVft  Letter  is  on  Imitation,  *  Mr.  Heron  fpeaks 
J>oldIy,  and  we  cannot  avoid  refpefting  a  man  who  docs  fo, 
when  he  is  not-illiberal ;  be  openly  declares,  that  to  encourage 
imitation  is  to  check  genius.  We  believe  it,  and  agree  with 
him  in  many  of  liis  remarks  in  fhjs  Letter  ;  but  hp  debafes  the 
fubjp£t  and  himfclf,  by  language  which  difgraces  a  gjentleman. 
He  has  injured  the  effefts  of  the  following  Letter  alfo,  by 
kn  improper  difplay  of  political  opinions,  and  the  virulence  of 
his  cenfure;  yet,  on  the  whole,  we  think  it  the  moll  able  and 
animated  one  in  the  prefent  volume.  It  begins  with  vindicat- 
ing Hume  from  the  cenfures  of  Gray, 

*  I  grant  you  that  Mr.  Gray*8  cenfure  of  Pavid  Hume  is  th^ 
pioft  exceptionable  part  of  his  letters ;  but  it  is  very  vindicable, 
being  written  in  confidence  to  a  friend ;  and  with  no  intentiopi 
that  the  public  Ihould  fee  it.  His  trite  application  of  the  re- 
mark, that  muddy  rivers  fecm  deep^  Ihews  that  it  was  written 
in  ah  unlucky  moment,  when  thought  is  abfent;  and  perhaps 
in  the  fluftcr  of  bvening  wine  :  which  laft  is  indeed  the  only 
apology  that  can  be  made  for  the  remainder  of  the  ftridare. 
No  writer  can  be  more  clear  and  manly  than  Hume ;  I  mean 
p  to  his  fcnfp ;  nay,  what  is  wonderful,  his  ilyle  is  always  eafily 
intelligible,  thopgh  full  of  folecifms  and  evpry  fpecies  of  bar- 
barity :  his  gaiety  is  always  that  of  an  innocent  and  truly  wife 
jnan.  His  Hiftory  of  England,  nay  his  Eflays,  difplay  talents 
yery  far  fuperior  to  any  that  Gray  hath  ever  fhewn.  Mr.  Hume 
might  have  ruled  a  ftate  :  Gray's  utmoft  views  would  only  have 
ruled  a  college.  Hume's  reputation  in  trance  was  only  the 
jBcho  of  his  fame  in  England.  Mr.  Gray  Ihewed  hirafelf  Icfs 
than  a  child  when  he  called  Hiime  one.     Such  mad  calumnies 

?ccoiI  upon  their  author's  judgment,  and  crufli  it  to  nothing. 
Tet  all  this  cenfuVe  lights  upon  the  editor ;  for  Gray  would 
have  called  upon  mountains  to  cover  his  ihame,  if  he  had  feen 
his  name  ppbliply  brapded  with  throwing  dirt  from  Billingfgatc 
ppon  a  cotempprary  lord  of  fame,  bccaufe  his  envy  faw  that  he 
jfVas  richer  dreft,  and  of  far  higher  rank  than  himfelf.' 
-'  ^\\e  remarks  on  Hume's  Hiftory,  and  the  tendei^cy  of  his 
ether  works,  are  in  general  juil ;  and  the  conclpfion  is  finiflied 
fvith  admirable  force  and  energy. 

'JBe/ides,  my  friend,  the  confolations  of  human  life^are  by 
l)o  means  too  numerous.  Religion  is  one  of  the  chief  of  thefe 
confolations  to  thoufands  of  people  ;  and  among  thefe  jto  many 
pofleil  of  qualities  fuperior  to  geiiius,  .knowledge,  or  philofo- 
fhy ;  qualities  that  conffitute  the  good,  the  firft  order  of  fo- 
ciety.  Shall  I,  with  ralh  and  facrilegious  hand,  burft  open  the 
jemple  of  their  happineis,  and  Ileal  away  the  palladium  of  their 
peace?  Forbid  it  humanity  !  forbid  it  even  philofophy  1  Tne 
'"      ■       .       ^  '  nhi- 
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f  JiUofopliy  tbat  is  not  beneyojent  is  falfe  and  defiruAiyft.    It  is 
impoiiible  for  man  to  know  the  truth  :  but  it  is  of  no  import* ' 
ance  whether  his  felicity  be  founded  on  truth,  or  on  delufion.* 

The  next  fubjcft  is  on  the  Caufes  of  Taflb's  Madnefs,  taken 
from  Manfo's  Life  of  the  Italian  Poet,  It  is  fyflematicalJ/ 
defcribed ;  but  Taflb's  ow|i  account,  in  his  letters,  is  the  moft 
curious  part:  he  was  certainly  mad,  '  ratione  modoque.'  Mr. 
Heron's  reflexions  are  worth  tranfcribi^g. 

'  The  high  things,  which  Manfo  heard,  donbtlefs  originated 
from  TaiTo's  warm  attachment  to  the  Platonic  philofophy ;  that 
fublime  tilTue  of  dreams  and  viiions.  I  would  remark,  upon 
the  whole  fubjedl  of  this  letter,  that  it  is  a  woeful  proof  of  the 
weaknefs  of  the  moft  exalted  mind,  when  it  lays  the  rein  upon 
the  ne<Jc  of  imagination.  A  man  of  genius  cannot  take  too 
much  care  to  prevent  his  fupernatural  fancy  from  aifuming  any 
pow^r  oveV  common  life.  The  effect  of  imagination  upon  the 
mind  is  like  that  of  lime  upon  a  fruit-tree  ;  a  little  buried  at 
the  root,  will  make  it  healthy  and  flouriihing ;  but  too  much 
will  totally  deftroy  it.* 

The  forty-fourth  Letter  is  on  Literary  Forgery;  but  the 
author  takes  no  notice  of  that  fpecies  of  it  which  coniifts  in 
publifhing  under  borrowed  names.  But  we  believe  it  to  be  as 
innocent  as  the  afcribing  modern  produdions  to  an  ancient 
;iiithor ;  and  we  have  fully  examined  the  fubjed,  iii  our  review 
of  Chatterton's  produdions,  afcribed  to  Rowley  :  Mr.  Heron 
agrees  with  us  in  this  opinion. 

He  then  tonfiders  which  of  the  Roman  Authors  were  really 
originals.  In  his  opiinion,  Plautus  has  fome  pretenfions  to  this 
c[uality :  Lucretius  is  in  the  middle  rank  between  an  original 
and  an  imitator  :  Horace  is  a  copy i ft,  except  in  his  fatires  and 
epiftles;  and  this  *  Sabine  puppy'  of  the  two  hundred  and 
thirtieth  page,  is  in  the  three  hundred  and  ninetieth  '  an  ori« 
ginal  and  exquiAte  writer  :*  Ovid  is  an  original  in  his  Fafti 
and  Mctamorphofes,  two  works  of  inferior  value  :  and  Celfus, 
the  moft  fervile  of  topyifts,  is  faid  to  deferve  the  fame  title  ; 
Phsdrus,  Juvenal,  Perfius,  Lucan,  Pliny,  Boethius,  and  above 
all,  *  velut  inter  ignes  Luna  minores,*  Tacitus,  are  accounted 
originals.  On.  the  whole,  thefe  deciiions  are  juft:  Ceifus, 
Pliny,  and  Lucan,  are  the  only  flagrant  exceptions ;  and 
thefe  were  owing  probably  to  his  not  underftanding  the  fub« 
Jeds  of  the  two  former  authors,  and  not  having  read  the  laft. 
It  is  not  the  firft  inftance,  in  which  Mr.  Heron  has  decided 
on  the  merits  of  an  author,  with  which  it  is  pretty  certain  h« 
is  little  acquainted. 

The  forty-fixth  Letter  contains  fome  very  juft  Remarks  oA 
the  Diftindion  between  Reading  and  Learning,  and  the  Im- 
{propriety  of  calling  a  Man,  who  has  only  read  much,  with- 
''  C4  out 


Digitized  by  C3OOQ IC 


24  Heron' i  Lifters  tf  tAtiraiure*  * 

out  iRcfle&lon,  learned.-— The  ne^t  Letter  is  ?ntfcn<fed  as  % 
fuppkment  to  the  fornier  analylis  of  fcience  from  Bacon.  It 
contains  Tome  additional  remarks  on  moral  philofophy,  and' 
fecial  fcicuce. 

The  forty-eighth  Letter  is  on  Taflb*s  Language,  and  con- 
tains a  good  apology  for  fbnie  of  his  too  figurative  cxpreffions 
ill  the  Gierafalemme  libera ta. 

The  forty-ninth  Letter  is  an  Isfamination  of  Addifotf's  Cri- 
ticifms  ;  and,  as  Mr,  Heron  ha€  often  fpoken  in  tSie  inoft  dif<< 
refpeftful  ilyle  of  this  author's  decifions,  we  ihall  /eledt  a  fpe« 
cimen  of  his  remarks. 

*  Spe£t*  No.  5.  Addifon  hath  given  more  proofs  than  one  o^ 
his  very  flight  acquaintance  witl^  the  Italian  language.  Armidft 
is,  in  the  opera  of  Rinaldo,  called  an  Amazonian  enchantrefs, 
or  more  properly  an  enchanting  Amazon  (taking  imchanting 
in  rather  an  uncommon  acceptation),  not  from  her  being  of  the 
nation  of  the  Amazons,  as  Addifon  firangely  mifunderfiands 
it ;  but  from  her  being  an  enchantrefs  and  virago.  The  remark 
on  the  Chriftian  magician  is  equally  abfurd.  The  magician 
doth  ndt  cleal  with  the  devil,  as  Addifon  mifreprefents  it  muck 
3n  the  ft>irit  of  an  old  woman,  but  with  angels,  the  dsmons  of 
Flatonifm  ;  who  were  thought  the  fervants  of  good  men,  and 
none  but  the  good.  Before  fuch  criticifms  no  work  can  ftand. 
The  critit  totally  mifreprefents  the  meaning,  atid  then  writer 
criticifma  upon  his  own  mifreprefentations.  The  noted  attack 
on  Taflby  which  follows  thefe  odd  blunders,  is  difmiiTed  in  pity 
and  iilent  contempt.  Taflb  it  innocent  of  the  charge,  and  muft 
be  honourably  acquitted.  The  Engliih  of  Mr.  Addifon's  vio« 
lent  hatred  of  the  opera  is,  that  he  wrote  for  the  Englifli 
theatre,  and  was  mortified  to  fee  it  negledled  for  the  Italian.' 

The  other  hypercriticifms  are,  as  ufual,  a  ilrange  mixture 
of  petulance  £nd  good  fenfe ;  of  a  decifive  manner,  and  in- 
correft  reafoning. 

The  following  Letter,  fent  with  the  Confeflions  of  RouiTeau. 
only  contains  a  parallel  between  him  and  £)ardan.  They  were 
both  their  own  biographers ;  both  egotifts  ;  and  both,  fomc- 
times,  fublime. — The  fifty-firft  Letter  contains  fome  of  Sadies 
apologues,  tran Hated  from  the  French.  They  are  of  unequal 
merit :  none  of  them  dcferve  to  be  very  particularly  diftin- 
guiihed. 

The  fifty.fecond  Letter  contains  fome  farther  Remarks  on 
Tafib.  They  relate  to  the  condud  of  the  poet ;  for  his  lan- 
guage had  been  already  confidered.^  We  cannot  follow  the 
critic  in  this  path  ;  but  fliall  feledl  a  paiTage^  which  feems  to 
defbrve  attention. 

<  With  regard  to  the  faulty  characters  in  the  GenifalemiBet 
*I  think  that  there  are  far  too  many  female  warriors  in  it.    We 
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are  obliged  to  Vitgil  for  the  firft  perfonage  of  tkis  Ibrt ;  tlie 
very  fenfe  of  Homer  admitted  no  fuch  dreams*  Dacier  lutk 
welL  obferved  that  a  circumftance  that  is  poiitive  fad  la  real 
life,  might  yet  be  much  too  improbable  for  poetry.  We  kttow 
from  hiilory  that  Vermina,  the  daughter  of  Syphax,  waa  ia 
the  field  fighting  in  afliflance  of  Hannibal,  when  he  received 
his  laft  dereat  from  Scipio  \  a  circumftance,  which,  beinj^  fo 
recent,  probably  fo^geiled  Camilla  to  Virgil.  We  know  from 
hiftory  the  martial  ^irit  of  Bonduca,  of  many  ScandinaTiaa 
ladies,  and  the  like ;  ^et  all  thcfe  will  not  viiidicate  the  ad- 
XBiiiOD  of  female  warriors  into  poetry,  where  tbe  grand  tmtk 
of  nature  is  the  obje^,  not  the  paltry  truth  of  fad.  Tafib  hath, 
however,  a  very  ftrong  apology  |o  offer  for  his  fometimes  mak* 
ing  the  word  warrior  of  the  feminine  gender,  and  that  is  the 
coincidence  of  his  dory  with  the  times  and  manners  of  chivdry  r 
times  and  manners  which  prefented  fo  many  inilances  of  this, 
folecifm  in  coilume,  as  almoft  to  elevate  truth  of  fad  into  trutk 
of  nature.* 

The  remarks  in  this  Letter,  frequently  difplay  both  talle 
and  Judgment. 

The  next  fubjedl  is  Literary  Hyprocrify,  or  rather  the  af- 
feded  modefly  which  fears,  or  would  bethou^t  afraid,  to 
decide.  Our  author  laments  the  lofs  of  the  '  confidentia  fui,* 
which  he  thinks  is  unknown.  It  may  perhaps  be  one  of  his 
merits,  that  he  has  endeavoured  to  recall  it.  While  thefe 
Letters  remain,  this  quality  cannot  be  forgotten.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  picture  from  nature. 

«  A  yet  more  glaring  literary  hypocrify  is  that  by  which  an 
ignorant  man  aifumes  the  garb  of  fcience  ;  as  the  worft  hypo- 
crify in  the  moral  world  is  that  by  which  a  vicious  man  afiumet 
the  maik  of  religion.  In  the  latter,  a  hypocrite  may  often  be 
difcovered  by  pulhing  his  fimalation  too  far ;  and  in  the  like 
manner  a  literary  impollor  is  apt,  not  to  diiplay  too  much  learn- 
ing, for  he  hath  got  none ;  but,  to  ufe  the  charader  of  a 
learned  man  in  the  extreme.  He  ihakes  his  head  at  the  moft 
trivial  queilion,  and,  with  many  hems  and  ha*s,  iays  it  is  a  dif- 
ficult point,  a  very  difficult  point  indeed,  and  would  require 
very  matUre  examination.  When  any  perfon  prefent  fays  the 
point  is  very  eafy,  takes  it  in  hand,  and  folves  it  to  the  iatif- 
ta6^ion  of  every  body,  the  hypocrite  of  learning  ihakes  his 
bead,  fays  that  folution  is  trivial ;  and  perhaps  is  polite  enough 
to  hint  that  it  equals  the  underftanding  of  the  audience ;  bat 
that  he,  upon  proper  occafion,  and  to  a  learned  company,  could 
bave  given  a  much  more  profound  account  of  the  matter;' 

The  fifty-fourth  Letter  is  on  falfe  fame,  and  the  Difficulty 
of  acquiring  folid  Reputation.  There  is  fome  nerit  in  ^is 
Letter  i  and  we  nuty  fafely  truil  the  didates  of  an  audnor,  who 
hu  ihifted  his'^ihape  io  often,  with  this  view. 

The  foUovsng  Letter  is  on  the  Charador,  the  Language^ 
nd  the  jparticttUr  B^utius  of  Taft>'s  *  JeruMom  delivered  ;* 

and 
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atid  concludes  a  criticirm  on  this  poem^  which  though  gene* 
rally  too  favourable,  i$,  on  the  whole,  very  valaable.— The 
next  fobjcft  is  the  Degrees  of  Scientific  Fame.  We  believe 
the  fciences  are  arranged  according  to  general  opinion,  but  by 
no  means  corredlly.  The  inventor  of  the  forty-feventh  Pro- 
pofition  of  the  firft  book  of  Euclid,  deferves  more  of  mankind 
than  all  the  epic  writers  who  have  ever  Bouriihed ;  yet  cpiq 
poetry  is  in  the  firft,  and  geometry  the  laft  part  of  the  fcale. 

The  laft  Letter  is  on  Criticifm  and  Critics,  in  which  we 
{hall  not  follow  Mr.  Heron,  becaufe  he  again  defcends  te  ri- 
baldry and  impertinence,  it  is  farprifing,  that  an  author  who 
poiTeifes  fome  fair  pretenfions  to  fame,  ihould  debafe  them  wttb 
fnch  a  contemptible  alloy. 

We  have  freely  followed  our  author,  and  impartially  award-  ' 
cd  him  his  due  praifes  and-Cenfure.  We  fhall  not,  therefore, 
give  any  general  charadler  of  his  work,  for  its  merits  and  itf 
faults  are  fo  nicely  blended^  that  it  would  delay  us  too  long 
again  to  review  them  :  but  we  mufl  add  a  word  or  two  at  part- 
ing.—At  firil  fight  of  the  book,  we  were  Aruck  with  a  great 
fimilarity  betk'een  it  and  the  Thirty  Letters  of  Mr.  Jackfon  : 
each  feemed  to  h^ve  left  the  beaten  tracks  for  the  more  retired 
ihades  of  fcience :  each  has  illuf^ated  Shakfpeare,  and  en-r 
deavoored  to  draw  fome  valuable  author  from  pbfcurity.  In 
the  progrefs  of  our  perufal^  this  fimilarity  was  more  ftriking  ; 
and  we  found  many  paiTages  fo  much  alike,  that  we  could  not 
be  ignorant  of  their  fource-  But  here  the  parallel  falls,  Mrl 
Heron  cannot  contend  with  Mr.  Jackfon  in  ingenuity,  in  pro- 
priety, or  decorum.  We  differed^  in  one  inftance,  from  the 
latter;  but  we  continued  to  read  and  to  efteem  h:m  :  we  fome- 
times  admire  the  talents  of  the  form/er,  but  we  wifh  to  re* 
member  him  no  more, 

Oh/ifvatioiK  en  the   Di/eafes  incident  to  Stamen*     By  Gilbiri 
Blane,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.     $vo.     6s,     Murray. 

T  muft  be  pleaiing  to  humanity,  to  fee  war  defpoiled  of 
fome  of  its  horrors,  and  that  the  advantage's  a^iiing  from 
navigation  are  not  purchafed  by  the  health  of  a  hardy,  la* 
borious,  and  ufeful  race.  Captain  Cook  carried  his  fhips  froni 
ardic  to  antar^lic  regions  with  fo  little  lofs,  that  he  feemed  al-« 
mofl  under  the'protedion  of  a  preferving  providence,  to  teach 
mankind  how  much  may  be  attained  by  a  careful  attention  t^ 
the  means  in  their  power.  The  hurry  attendant  on  the  equipp- 
ing a  numerous  fleet,  the  fervices  in  which  they  are  engaged 
during  a  war,  and  the  very  different  arrangement  necefTary  iii 
a  fhip  of  force,  will,  in  a  great  degree,  pievent  the  fuccefs* 
fyl  plans  from  being  followed  with  any  very  minute  exa£ineis« 

Yet 
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Vet  great  attention  feems  to  have  been  paid  in  every  depart?- 
^ent ;  and,  after  the  crews  had  been  for  fome  time  together, 
4fter  old  infeftions  had  been  crujhed,  or  worn  out,  the  fleet 
in  the  Weft  Indies  feems  to  have  enjoyed  an  unexampled  ftatc 
<?f  good  health.  After  it  had  refitted  at  New  York,  in  1782, 
a  fquadron  under  lord  Hood  kept  at  fea,  in  a  high  latitude, 
near  twelve  weeks,  without  any  appearance  of  fcurvy.  Com* 
glanders  have  indeed  been  lately  more  attentive  to  this  part  of 
their  duty ;  and,  though  marine  difcipline  is  faid  to  be  oa 
the  decline,  the  maoagement  of  the  feamen  in  this  ];ef]5ed  is 
inuch  improved  ;  and,  through  the  whole  hiftory,  we  find  the 
l>eft  regulated,  jhips  the  moft  healthy.  More  care  is  now  taken, 
of  the  clothes  and  births ;  proviiions  are  better  prepared,  an« 
tlfcorbutic  diet  more  freely  intermixed  with  faked  meat,  and 
the  firft  approaches  of  difcafe  more  carefully  guarded  againft. 

We  do  not  find  any  thix)g  very  n^w  in  this  work ;  but  many 
important  improvements  are  brought  together,  delivered  under 
the  fandion  of  an  able  and  intelligent  author,  and  enforced*  >  • 
through  hit?  reprefentations,  by  the  orders  of  the  admiralty. 
It  is  our  duty  to  obferve,  that  (he  regulations  propofed  in  his 
memorials  were  not  unknowp  or  uncommon  in  the  fleet; 
piany  commanders  had  obferved  and  enjoined  them  ;  but  it  re« 
flefts  no  little  credit  pn  Dr.  Blane,  that  he  has  rendered  them 
pore  general,  and  eftablifhed  them  by  the  higheft  authority. 

The  firft  part  of  this  work  is  hiftorical :  it  is  a  clear,  exa£l, 
and  unvarnifhed  relation  of  fads,  frequently  illuilrated  by 
ufeful  tables.  We  cannot  give  any  regular  analyfis,  but  fhall 
fubjein  an  abflra^  of  fome  flriking  particulars.  In  the  early 
periods  of  the  war,  the  fleet  was  very  fickly,  but  lefs  unhealthy 
than  the  French  fleet,  where  difcipline  is  lefs  regarded.  In 
the  progrefs,  each  fleet  grew  more  healthy,  for  which  one 
caufe  may  be  afligned,  viz.  familiarity  with  contagion.  In 
the  French  ftiips,  for  inftance,  taken  iii  17&2,  tTie  dirt  was  fo 
ofFeniive,  as  to  produce  a  contagious  fever  in  thofe  men  fent 
on  board,  while  no  fever  was  found  among  their  own  men  : 
and,  in  our  own  fleet,  different  crews,  when  joined  in  one 
&ip,  though  each  were  healthy  before,  foon  fickerj.  Our  au-. 
thor  feems  to  overlook  this  caufe,  though  the  fadis  which  have 
been  mentioned  are  taken  from  him  ;  he  attributes  it  to  the  men 
knowing  each  other,  and  their  commander  better ;  to  fuperior 
difcipline  ;  to  the  infection,  brought  by  prefled  men,  having 
been  exhaufled.  Somewhat  may  be,  perhaps,  allowed  to  each 
of  thefe  caufes,  though  very  little ;  yet  the  great  and  con- 
tinued health  of  the  crew  of  the  Formidable  may,  in  fome 
degree,  be  attributed  to  them.  The  chief  diforders  in  the 
early  part  of  a  war,  are  fevers ;  thefe  difappear  in  the  tropical 
climates,  and  become  fluxes;  in  low  latitudes^  fevers  lofe 
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much  of  their  Tinilence,  and  foon  c^afe.  In  the  progrefs  of 
the  croife,  the  fcorvy  begins  to  appear ;  at  firft  it  is  only  dc- 
teded  by  Tpreading  ulcers^  in  confeqaence  of  accidental 
wounds ;  afterwards  it  appears  in  its  own  peculiar  form.  We 
£nd  it,  in  our  laft  war,  kfs  frequent  and  lefs  violent  than  ia 
any  former  one.  The  native  vegetable  acids  cured  it  com* 
pletely,  even  at  fea ;  the  malt  flopped  its  progrefs,  if  taken 
in  the  early  ftages  ;  and  wine  and  melaffes  contributed,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  prevent  its  appearance.  It  was  found  to  be 
of  the  greateft  confequence  to  watch  its  firft  fymptoms.  We 
allow  it  to  be  *  unphilofophicaP  to  deny  that  the  fcurvy  is 
contagious ;  but  we  do  not  think  that  our  author  has  fuffitient 
jcafojis  even  to  raife  a  fufpicion  that  it  is  fo. 

«  There  was  a  confidcrable  increafe  of  fcurvy  in  May,  1782, 
compared  with  the  former  months  of  this  campaign  ;  but  very 
inconfiderable,  compared  with  what  had  occurred  in  cruifes  of 
the  fame  length  in  former  years.  The  laft  divifion  of  the 
iiectiiad  been  at  fea  fcven  weeks  all  but  oae  day  when  it  ar- 
rived at  Port  Royal,  and  though  the  fcurvy  had  appeared  xa 
feveral.of  the  (hips,  it  did  not  prevail  in  any  of  them  to  a 
great  degree,  except  in  the  Nonfuch.  Out  of  fourteen  deaths 
which  happened  in  the  whole  fleet  from  this  difeafe,  in  May, 
fcveij  of  them  were  in  this  fhip,  and  feveral  were  fent  from  her 
to  the  hofpital  in  the  laft  and  moft  defperate  ftate^  of  it.  But, 
upon  the  whole,  the  c^fes  of  the  true  fea  fcurvy  in  the  fleet  in 
general  were  few  and  flight,  and  a  great  many  of  thofe  given 
in  the  reports  under  the  head  of  fcurvy,  were  cutaneous  erup- 
tions or  ulcers,  not  properly  to  be  claffed  with  it. 

•  The  cruife  in  the  preceding  year  to  windward  of  Marti* 
nico,  may  be  compared  with  that  in  May  of  this  year ;  for  the 
fleets  in  both  cafes  had  been  at  fea  about  the  fame  length  of 
time^  But  the  comparifon  is  very  greatly  in  favour  of  the 
latter,  which  is  moft  probably  to  be  imputed  to  the  plentiful 
fupply  of  melaiTes,  wine,  four  krout,  and  eflence  of  malt. 
But  no  adequate  reafon  that  I  could  difcover  can  be  afllgned  for 
the  prevalence  of  it  in  the  Nonfuch^  to  a  degree  fo  much  more 
violent  than  in  the  other  ihips ;  and  it  was  here  farther  re- 
maikable,  that  it  attacked  every  defcription  of  men  indifcri- 
minately  ;  for  I  was  affured  by  the  officers  and  by  the  furgeon* 
that  not  only  the  helplefs  and  difpirited  landfman  was  affeaed, 
but  pld*  feamen  who  had  never  before  fuffcred  from  it  on  the 
longcft  cruifes.  1  have  been  led  by  this,  and  fome  other  fa<Sts» 
to  fufpea  that  there  may  be  fomething  conugious  in  this 
difeafe.' 

The  only  other  fad,  afterwards  adiuced  is,  that  the  fcurvy 
once  fprcad  from  the  naval  hofpital  at  Portfroouth,  to  the  ad- 
jaceat  country  ;  but  this  has  been  .often  combated. 

It  appears,  from  the  comparative  returns,  that  the  Weft 
India  fleet  wa&  more  healthy  than  that  which  auifcd  in  the 

I  chan* 
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*  £JaMi*s  Oi/er^aikns  6n  tit  Dt/ea/es  incident  to  Seamen^  •  if 
eluinnel ;  this  h  eafily  explained,  when  we  recolle(%  that  the 
home  fleet  was  conftantly  recraited  by  preiling,  and  that  the 
preiTed  men  were  often  landfmen.  Another  fad,  feemingl^ 
more  extraordinary ^  is^  that  frigates  are  nrare  healthy  thaa 
£iips  of  the  line. 

<  From  the  account  of  the  three  frigates  at  the  bottom  o^ 
the  li^  in  the  table,  it  appears  how  much  more  healthy  tfaef 
arc  than  Ihips  of  the  line.  The  total  complements  of  the  three 
i$  exactly  equal  to  that  of  one  feventy-foor  gun  ifaip ;  bat  their 
whole  {icknefs  and  mortality  is  lefs  than  that  of  any  one-  fliip 
of  the  line  of  that  clafs,  although  the  Triton  was  ancomiiumij 
£ickly  for  a  frigate^ 

*  There  feem  to  he  federal  canfes  for  the  faperior  degi^b  of 
health  ufually  enjoyed  by  this  fmaller  clafs  of  fhips.  There  is 
Ig/s  c/jancc  of^  mixtures  of  men  in  frigates,  as  their  complement  if 
fmaller :  it  is  more  eafy  for  the  captain  and  officers  to  keep  an 
eye  over  a  few  men  than  a  gfreat  number;  for  in  a  great  ihip 
there  are  generally  men,  who,  concealing  themselves  ia  the 
ipoll  retired  parts,  no  one  takes  cognizance  of  them,  and  they 
dellroy  themfelves,  and  infe6t  others,  by  their  lazincis  and 
filth.  '  In  the  next  place,  there  is  a  greater  proportion  of  vo- 
lunteers and  real  ieamen  in  frigates,  and  more  landfmea  and 
preiTed  men  ift  ihips  of  the  line,  the  former  being  more  in  re- 
qoeft,  o»  account  of  the  greater  chance  of  prize-money. 
Laftly,  a  fnutU  (hip  is  more  eaiily  ventilated,  and  the  mafs  of 
foul  air  ifTaing  from  the  hold,  from  the  yiduals,  water,  and 
other  ibores^  as  well  as  the  effluvia  exhaling  from  the  men'a 
Jbodies,  is  lefs  than  in  a  large  fhip.' 

The  nontb  of  April,  1782,  diilinguifhed  for  the  moft 
glorious  vidory  perhaps  ever  gained,  becaufe  the  forces  were 
more  than  i^fually  equal,  is  alfo  diitinguifhed  for  the  fuperior 
health  of  the  fi^et.  The  mortality  on  board,  exclufive  of 
wonndsy  was  oaly  i  in  S6a.  It  was  more  healthy  than  any 
of  the  preceding  twenty-three  months,  or  any  future  month, 
till  the  fleet  reached  America.  Independent  of  not  having 
been  lately  expofed  to  the  land  air,  in  watering  parties,  and 
the  great  fappty  of  antifcorbutics  received  from.  England, 

'  Might  not  this  extraordinary  degree  of  health  have  alf^ 
been  owing,  in  part,  to  the  effeds  of  fuccefs  upon  the  fplrits 
of  the  men  I  It  is  related,  that  when  the  fleet  under  admiral 
Matthews  was  off  Toulon,  in  daily  expectation  for  fome  time 
of  engaging  the  combined  fleet  of  France  and  Spain,  there  was 

,  a  general  ftop  put  to  the  progrefs  of  difeaie,  particularly  of  the  * 
fcurvy,  from  the  influence  of  that  generous  flow  of  fpirits,  with 

.  which  the  profped  of  battle  infptres  Britifli  feamen*  But  if  the 
mere  expedation  and  ardour  of  a  battle,  without  any  happy 
event,  could  have  fuch  a  fen^ble  elFed,  what  mufl  have  been 
the  efled  of  the  exultation  of  vidory,  a  vidtory  in  which  the 
naval  glory  of  our  country  was  revived  and  retrieved,  after  a 

ibrics 
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36  'Slane^s  Ohfervations  on  the  Di/ea/es  incident  td  ^eame/td 
tcrits  of  misfortunes  and  difgraces,  which  had  well  nlgh'extiiii 
cuifhed  the  national  pride  in  every  department  of  fervice.  The  . 
plain  and  honeft,  though  unthinking  feaman^  is  not  lefs.afFeaed 
by  this  than  the  more  enlightened  lover  of  his  country,  Evea 
the  invalids  at  the  hofpital  demonftrated  their  joy,  upon  hear- 
ing of.  this  vidlory,  by  hoifting  (hreds  of  coloured  cloth  on  their 

*  It  would  appear,  that  there  is  fomething  in  iituations  of 
€xertipn  and  danger,  which  infufes  a  fort  of  preternatural  vi^ 
gour.  Whea  thp  mind  is  interefted  and  agitated  by  i6\ive  and 
|eiierou5  aifeaions,  tjic  body  forgets  its  wants  and  feelings, 
and  is  capable  of  a  degree  of  labour  and  exertion,  which  it 
could  not  uodergo  in  cold  blood. .  The  quantity  of  mufcalar 
aaion,  emj^loyedf.?  fighting  at  a  great  guh  for  a  few  hours,  is 
perhaps  more  than  what  is  commonly  employed  in  a  week  m 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  life,  and  though  performed  m  the  midft 
of  heat  and  fmoke,  and  generally  with  the  want  of  food  and 
drink  yet  the  powers  of  nature  are  not  exhaulted  nor  over- 
ftraincd ;  and  the  future  health  of  thdfe  who  furvive  unhurt  by- 
external  violence,  is  fo.far  from  being  injured,  that  it  is  fome- 
times  mended  by  this  violent  but  falutary  agitation.' 

Another  very  cfFedual,  but  violent  remedy  for  difeafes, 
was  the  hurricane  in  Oaober,  1780.  Every  praditioner  on 
the  iflands  found  its  efficacy ;  the  chronic  fluxes  in  the  hofpi- 
tals  were  cured  or  relieved  by  it ;  the  phthifcs  were  generally 
relieved,  arid  fometimes  cured.  Every  one  had  a  keener  ap- 
■  petite ;  and  thofe  on  the  verge  of  difeafc,  who  had  looked 
thin  and  fallow,  became  frefh  and  plump.  The  fleet  was 
then  at  New  York;  but  the  nav^l.hofpitals  were  much  lefs 
crouded  after  this  dreadful  convulfion  of  nature. 

<  I  have  Keen  able,  fays  our  author,  to  calculate  the  numbers 
of  deaths  from  difeafe  in  this  great  fleet,  both  on  board  and  at 
hofpitals.  during  the  period  of  my  own  fervice,  which  was 
three  years  and  three  months,  and  they  amounted  to  3200, 
independent  of  thofe  that  were  killed  and  died  of  wounds. 

*  There  died  of  difeafe  in  the  fleet  I  belonged  to,  from 
luly,  1780,  to  July,  1*781,  about  one  man  in  eight,  includ- 
in/both  thofe  who  died  on  board  and  at  hofpitals.     But  the 

.  annual  mortality  in  the  Weft  India  fleet,  during  thejaft  year  of 
the  war.  that  is,  from  March,  1782,  to  March^i  i'/83»  was 
not  quite  one  in  twenty.  This  difference  was  partly  owing  to 
the  ceneral  increafe  of  health  in  fleets   as   a  war  advances, 

•  rartlv  to  fome  improvements  in  vidualling,  and  partly  ^o 
better  a<?commodations  as  well  as  regulations  in  what  related  to 

the  care  of  the  fick.  .     ,     ,tt  «  t   i-     •  ^ 

*  Though  the  mortality  in  fleets  m  the  Weft  Indies  is,  uporf 
the  whole,  greater  than  in  Europe,  yet  it  has  fo  happened, 
that,  in  the  late  war,  the  fleet  at  home  has,  at  particular  pe- 
riods, been  confiderably  more  fickly  than   that  m  the  Weft 

.  Indies  was  at  any  one  time.    I  was  informed  by  Pr.  I-^"^' jj^ 
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6lane*s  Oh/ervattons  on  the  Di/ea/es  incident  to  Seamen..     31 

wTieii  the  grand  fleet  arrived  at  Portfmouth,  in  November, 
1779,  a  tenth  part  of  all  the  men  were  fent  to  the  hospital*  It 
appears,  that  in  the  years  1780  and  17-81,  a  period  at  vyjiich 
the  fleet  in  the  Weft  Indies  was  moft  fickly,  the  medium  of  the 
numbers  on  the  Tick  lift  was  one  in  fifteen,  and  many  of  thefe 
vrere  very  flight  complaints ;  whereas,  in  the  fleet  alluded  to 
in  England^  the  difeafcs  were  moflly  fevers,  and  £0  ill  as  a6luaHjr 
%o  be-^nt  to  the  hofpital.  It  appears  likewife  that  there  was 
the  greateft  proportion  of  flck  in  our  fleet  when  it  was  on  the 
coafl  of  America,  in  September,  1780,*  This  difference  is 
owing  to  the  greater  prevalence  of  the  fliip  fever  and  of  the 
fcarvy  in  a  cold  than  in  a  hot  climate.' 

Added  to  3200,  who  died  of  difeafe,  648  were  killed  ia 
battle,  and  500  died  of  wounds ;  in  the  whole,  4348,  inde- 
pendently of  thofe  who  fell  in  action  in  iingle  (hips.  Dr. 
Blane  quotes  a  paflage  from  Arrian,  in  which  we  are  told  that 
in  Alexander's  expedition  a  greater  number  died  of  difeafe 
than  in  batile. 

The  Second  Part  is  on  the  Caufe  of  Sicknefs  in  Fleets, 
and  the  Means  of  preventing  it.  This  is  a  valuable  collect 
tion  of  the  befl  methods  hitherto  known  of  preferving  the 
health  of  feamen,  and  we  would  flrenuoufly  recommend  it  to 
the  £^ttention  of  every  commander.  Even  the  beft  informed 
will  probably  find  fome  valuable  hints  in  it.  It  may  be  pro- 
per to  preferve  the  following  fliort  obfer.vation : 

'  It  it  difficult  to  afcertain  how  far  the  influence  of  vapours 
from  woods  and  marflies  extend ;  but  there  is  reafon  to  think 
that  it  is  to  a  very  fmall  diftance.  When  the  fliips  watered  at 
Rock  Fort,  they  found  that  if  they  anchored  clofe  to  thje  fiiore^ 
fo  as  to  fmell  the  land  air,  the  health  of  the  men  was  afie^ed  ; 
but  upon  removing  two  cables  length,  no  inconvenience  was 
perceived.  I  was  informed  of  the  following  fa6t,  in  proof  of 
the  fame,  by  the  medical  gentlemen  who  attended  the  army  ia 
Jamaica.  The  garrifon  of  Fort  Augufla,  which  (lands  very 
near  fome  marflies,  to  which  it  is  to  leeward  when  the  land 
wind  blows,  was  yet  remarkably  healthy;  but  it  became  at 
jone  time  extremely  fickly  upon  the  breaking  in  of  the  fea  in 
confequence  of  a  high  tide,  whereby  the  water  which  was  re- 
tained in  tke  hollows  of  the  fort  produced  a  putrid  moiflure  in 
the  foil,  exhaling  a  vapour  oiFenfive  to  the  fmell,  and  with  all 
the  noxious  efleds  upon  health  commonly  arifing  from  the 
eflluvia  of  marflies.' 

The  Third  Part  contains  the  Defcription  and  Treatment  of 
Difeafes  moft  frequently  occurring  in  Fleets,  in  hot  Climates. 
The  firft  difeafe  is  the  ftiip  fever,  now  well  known.  The 
defcription  of  the  febrile  delirium  is  animated  and  corref^. 
There  is  one  remark  which  we  did  not  recoUedl,  but  an  ob- 
lervation  to  the  fame  purpofe  occurs  in  Celfus,  copied  from 
Hippocrates,  and  it  is  candidly  motioned  in  the  note« 
6  '  Qui. 
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i%  Xtoiul^s  Oiftr^aittni  on  thi  Ht/eafis  inttJeni  u  SaamnU 
•  Quibus  caa/a  doloris,  neque  /en/us  eja»  «ft,  his  mens  k- 
lore.*  The  afual  irritations  to  difcharge  tlic?  excrementitioaa 
fubftances  are  not,  in  febrile  delirium,  referred  to  their  pro* 
per  origin,  but  occa^Hon  general  uncafinefs,,  and  oftto  an  txa^ 
cerbation  of  the  delirium.  If  patients,  in  this  fitM^tion,  ajre 
reminded  of  the  probable  nec«8ity,  they  fooQ  perceive  ity 
and,  after  the  proper  diftharge,  are  much  more  quiet.  When 
opium  is  neceflary  in  the  fhip  itvtr.  Dr.  6 lane  recommends 
adding  to  it  a  fmall  proportion  of  camphor,  and  half  a  grain 
of  emetic  tartar ;  but  he  thinks  the  medicine  is  much  mpit 
c^edual  when  joined  wi^h  fome  neutral :  in  that  lituation,  he 
chofe  the  fpiritus  mindereri,  and  fometimes  nitre.  We  have 
ftated  this  remark,  becaufe  our  author  thinks  it  hew ;  but  it^ 
this  way  we  have  frequently  employed  it  with  fuccefs,  with- 
out fu^eaing  that  we  had  made  any  difcovcry.  He  does  not 
j?ecommend  the  Peruvian  bark  indifcriminately,  but  with 
antimony^  or  fome  neutral,  after  having  evacuated  thcin- 
tefb'nes.     This  is  found  and  judicious  advice. 

Tit  next  difeifes  are  the  bilious,  remitting,  and  yellow  fe- 
vers ;  but  the  treatment  affords  little  remarkable.  In  the  vo- 
miting attendant  on  the  latter,  the  infufion  of  chamomile 
flowers  is  faid  to  be  fometimes  ufeful ;  but  it  is  well  known 
to  be  an  obAinate,  and  often  an  unconquerable  iymptom;  ■ 
■  Dr.  Blane  gives  alfo  his  obfervations  in  favour  of  the  fuc- 
cefs of  flowers  of  zinc  and  white  vitriol  in  intermittents.  Om 
the  fubjefl  of  fluxes  and  fcurvy,  we  meet  with  little  that 
ought  to  detain  us.  In  the  latter,  we  are  informed  that  the 
fimaruba,  yo  be  fuccefsful,  fliould  be  given  in  a  weak  dc- 
codion. 

The  volume  concludes  with  fome  account  of  the  wound* 
received  in  battle,  on  the  12th  of  April,  1782.  In  that 
a6tiOn  266  were  killed,  and  88  died  of  their  wounds  ;  i6  of 
thefe  died  of  the  locked  jaw,  and  3  only  recovered  from  the 
difeafe.  One  of  thefe  ufed  opiun^  as  ufual;  but  was  n^uch 
relieved  by  the  warm  bath.  Another  took  large  quantities  of 
bark  and  opium ;  but  the  moft  fcnfible  benefit  arofe  from  a 
cataplafm  of  twelve  ounces  of  opium  beat  into  that  form,  witk 
the  tin6t.  Thebaic,  and  applied  to  the  cheek.  The  third  was 
relieved  by  opium,  camphor,  the  warm  bath,  and  mercurial 
fridtion.  The  moft  a£tive  and  vigorous  application  was  cer- 
tainly that  of  the  opiate  cataplafm  ;  the  reft  jrefent  nothing 
new.  I'ir^  Alanfon's  method  of  amputating  Is  faid  to  have 
anfwered  very  well  ;*  and  Dr.  Blane  recommends  fome  iimple 
tourniquets  to  be  always  in  readinefs,  during  aftion,  to  prevent 
haemorrhages,  which  fometimes  prove  fatal  before  the  man 
can  be  carried  to  the  cockpit. 
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(  a  ) 

at  Bifcur/k  tfft  Edut^iim,  tmd  dn  the  PIm  purfiui  in  Ciarltj 
8th»0it.     My  S.  Part^  LL.  D.     ^o.     zs.  6«/.     Cadell. 

irSR.  Pair'i  defign  in  this  bifcourfe  will  be  bcft  ondcrftood 
**^  from  that  part  of  his  Preface, .  in  which  he  explains  it, 

^  ^  This  Difcourfe  was  preached  before  a  very  refjpedable  an* 
dience;  and  it  is  now  fubmitted  to  the  candour  of  the  public, 
at  the  reqafeft  of  fome  perfons,  the  fincefit^  of  whofe  appro- 
hsCion  tcahnot  dlflVuft,  and  with  the  authority  of  whofe  jUdg- 
ftitiit  r  ought  obt  to  trifle.  I  intend  it,  in  feme  meafure,  aa  a 
f^fitd  to  a  fefitton  which  I  publiihed  in  lySo^  at  the  deilre  of 
tin  iMte  Mr.  Thurl^w.  In  that  fermoii,  I  entered  into  a  full 
and  elabdfase  Titodication  of  the  general  principlet  on  which 
c3iarhy*ichoolt.aft  fupported.  But  upon  the  prefent  occafion, 
t  have  ftudioufly  preterved,.  a  pkinei'  ftyle  :  I  have  chiefly  at« 
««aded'  to  the  pvadical  part  of  the  fabjed :  I  have  enlarged 
SMre  copioudy  upon  the  bell  methods  of  religious  cducatioa  ' 
for  all  voung  p^rTons ;  and,  with  a  very  few  exceptibas^^  I  pro* 
fefs  only  to  deliver  fiich  common  and  ufeful  obfervations,  as 
^re  adapted  to  the  apprehenfion  of  common  and  well-difpofed 
-readers** 

Although  the  attention  of  the  writ^  be  chiefly  dtreded  to 
the  pradical  part  of  hit  fabyeA,  yet  he  never  ihrinks  from  tht 
difcuflion  bf  fpeculativb  points,  when  particular  aflfertions  are 
to  be  fuppoi'ted  by  the  inveftig'ation  of  general  principles  $  dr 
where  the  utility  of  pra€lical  rules  is  to  be  evinced  by  the 
theory  on*  which  they  te&. 

The  dtCcoul-fe  opens  with  fome  preliminary  obfehratioiis  oft 
proverbial  writings,  oonfidered  tts-  the  vehicles  of  religious  an& 
JtibraVdhfttaftion.  Of  this  fpetie^  of  exordium  the  writer  con* 
ftfl^s-,  thJit  itis  rfot  necfeflfstt-ily  conneaed  with  his  fubjeft. 

♦  rt  will,  p^hapk;  be  faid,  that  Obfervations  of  this  kind 
may  be  affixed  to  any  paflage  in  any  part  of  the  book.  I  allo^ 
the  f«ft  ;  biit  am  able  to  bliint  the  edge  of  every  obje^ion  which 
t&ay  he  d)%Wn  from  it  ;'fbr,  in  the  firft  place,  it  is  certainly 
right,  in  fome  form  or  other,  to  explain,  in  the  ears  of  a 
Chriftian  congregation,  the  general  chara6lerof  proverbial  writ- 
ings :  feto&dly,  no  form  can  be  more  proper  than  to  make  fuck 
explanation  an  appendage  to  fome  particular  precepts;  and^ 
fiDall]^,  no  precept  can  be  more  intere&ing  to  us  than  that  whick  ' 
is  delivered  in  the  text,  whether  we  coniider  ourfelves  ^s  the 
profeflors  of  a  pure  religion,  or  the  members  of  i^  civilized 
community.^ 

Bbt  fdrely  no  defence  is  necefTary.  Phlegmatic,  indeed, 
ihoff  that  critic  be,  who,  however  averfe  to  digreffion,  docs  not 
think  the  ufejof  it,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  fufficiently  war- 
ranted by  our  author's  obrei;vation8« 

Vol.  LXI.  Jan.  1786.  D  t>f. 
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34-  Dr.  Parr*s  Di/courfi  on  Education* 

Dr.  Parr  now  examines  the  opinions  of  Mandeville  an^ 
RouiTeau,  two  writers  who^  tnough  arguing  from  principles 
dianietrically  oppofite,  have  advanced  to  con<^lufions  near!/ 
flmilar,   and   equally  dangerous  and   paradoxical*     To  t]^e 

*churli/h  mifanthropy  of  the  former,  and  th*  fallacioas  refine- 
naents  of  fentimenial  enthufiafm,  which  enliven  the  writings 
of  the  latter.  Dr.  Parr  oppofes  the  venerable  authority  of  an- 
tiquity;  and  what  he  juftly  eftecms  fuperior  to  every  other 

'  teft,  the  plain  and  irrefillible  evidence  of  reafon*  He  con- 
demns the  fafhionable  arrogance  of  thofe  who  boaft  of  new  and 
important  difcoyeries  peculiar  to  the  prefent  times ;  aqd  he  par- 
ticularly aiTerts,  that  the  general  principles  of  ethics  have 
been  eilablifhed  on  fUre  foundations.     And  hence  the  general 

^principles'pf  education,  he  contends,  are  the  fame,  or  nearly 
the  fame  in  all  ages,  and  all  times. 

'They  are  fixed  unalterably  in  the  natural  and  moral  confti- 
tution  of  man.  They  are  of  the  fame  kind  in  the  fierce  Afri- 
can, in  the  fluggifh  Greenlan der,  and  in  the  more  enlightened 
and  polifhed  inhabitants  of  the  temperate  zone.  They  are  to 
%e  found  in  our  afFedlions  and  pafliohs,  fome  of  which  muft  be 
cpntrouted)  and  fome  cherifhed,  in  every  Hate  of  manners,  and 
•under  every  form  of  fociety.— .-From  the  right  apprelieniipn  of 
them,  we  difcover  <'  the  way  in  which  a  child  ought  to  go,'* 
and  by  the  right  ufe  of  them  '*  when  he  is  young,'*  we  ihall 
-qualify  him,  '^  when  old,*'  for  not  departing  from  it.' 

In  the  fubfequent  part  of  the  difcourfe.  Dr.  Parr  underukes 
to  prove  the  truth  of  the  aiTertion,  *  that  children  will  gene- 
rally not  depai:t  from  the  way  in  which  they  have  been  brought 
up ;'  he  then  mentions  '  fome  of  the  inilances  in  which  the 
greateil  care  is  neceiTary  to  educate  them  virtuoufly ;'  and 
laflly,  delivers  his  opinion  on  the  general  principle  of  charity- 
fchools,  and  on  the  particular  plan  which  is  purfned  in  that 
mS  Norwich. 

In  treating  of  the  firft  head,  the  learned  writer  wiflies  not 
to  make  an  exad  balance  of  the  good  and  evil  difpofitions 
.which  are  faid  to  be  implantedin  the  human  heart.  He  thinks  , 
it  fulBcient  to  aifume  the  exiflence  of  both,  and  to  (hew  the 
Increasing  force  which  each  receiver  from  habitual  indulgence. 
On  this  topic  he  pUrfues  a  train  of  argument  equally  jud  and 
fati^fafbory.  From  analogy,  and  from  fa£t,  he  reafons  with 
the  fame  vigour  of  fentiment,  and  fplendour  'of  language. 
Bat  we  muikc6nfine  ourfelves  to  the  following  fpecimcn. 

*  Now  the  juftnefs  q£  Solomon's  remark  on  the  ufe  of  in- 
jlru^llon  may  be  thus  elucidated.  The  moral  powers  of  men, 
{peculiar  as  the  province  is  where  they  a£l,  and  the  effects  whiq^h 
they  produce,  are  governed  by  laws  analogous  to  thofe  which 
pervade  the  iatclle^ual  and  bodily  conftitutioa  of  our  fpecies. 
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%y  tlie  iiidailrious  hand,  taiks  in  appearance  the  moft  laborious 
iare  executed  with  furpriiing  facility*  By  underftandings  which 
piitient  and  intenfe  fludy  has  invigorated,  the  moH  complex  re- 
latione of  ideas  are,  in  a  moment,  unravelled,  and  the  moll 
cictenfive  train  of  argumentation  is  connefted  with  accuracy. 
Thus,  too,  where  perfons  have  been 'trained  up  in  a  conftant 
and  iincere  regard  to  their  religious  and  focial  duties,  fen/ibi- 
Uty,  in  time,  anticipates  the  fuggeftions  of  reafon,  and  paffion 
faintly  reiifts  tHe  di dates  of  confcience  :  the  general  courfe  of 
life  is  aimed  mechanically  exadt,  and  the  embarraiTments  arifing 
from  particular  iituations  are  quickly  furmounted :  our  beft  vo- 
litions are  formed  without  anxious  deliberation,  and  our  bed 
deeds  are  performed  without  painful  eiFort.  At  firft,  perhaps, 
we  were  led  to  detached  and  feparate  adipns  from  the  convic- 
tion that  they  were  either  proper,  meritorious,  or  ufeful :  but 
thefe  ideas  become  afterwards  blended  in  one  bright  afTemblage, 
Which  wc  do  not  attempt  to  diiftinguifh,  and  with  their  united 
force,  of  which  we  are  inftantaneoufly  fcnfible,  they  impelus 
to  perform  what  pradice  has  made  eafy,  and  what  refledlion, 
when  we  floo^  in  need  of  its  guidance,  had  (hewn  to  be  right. 

.  *  Whatever  fpeculative  tenets  we  may  have  adopted  upon  the 
abHrad  fubjeds  of  neceSty  and  free-will,,  we  mufl  perceive 
both  in  the  moral  defers  and  excellences  of  men  a  degree  of 
uniformity,  of  which,  be  the  adventitious  and  concurrent  caufes 
what  they  may,  the  force  of  habit  alone  will  afford  a. clear  and 
complete  folution.  Upon  what  occafions,  we  may  alk,  does 
virtue  appear  advanced  to  the  moft  exalted  point  of  perfeftion, 
or  Vice  funk  into  the  moit  hopelefs  and  abje6l  ftate  of  degra- 
^tion?  Where  the  principle  of  Conda^  is  determined  not  by 
deliberate  refledlion,  bat  by  fudden  and  almoll  irrefiilible  im- 
.pulfe  :  where  opportunity,  whether  for  good  or  bad,  is  followed 
up  by  fuch  adlioBS  as  are  correfpondent  to  the  prevailing  bias 
of  oar  opinions  and  inclinations  :  where  the  dread  of  puni(h- 
itjent  is  infoffitient  to  deter,  and  the  hope  of  reward  is  not  ne- 
ceJTary  to  encourage  c  where  the  flighteil  temptation  inlligates 
to  the  moft  atrocious  crimes,  and  the  fmalleft  incentive  incites 
to  the  ttioft  meritorious  deeds,  Evea  the  exceptions  to  the  ge- 
ireral  character  of  individuals  are  not  inconfiflent  with  the  ge- 
neral rules  relating  to  the  power  of  cuftom.  For  the  uriex-  . 
j/edted  frailties  we  lament  in  the  virtuous,  and  the  partial  ex- 
cellencies we  may  find  even  in  the  vicious,  may  fometimes  be 
traced  up  to  fome  early  and  habitual  principles,  Thefe  con« 
^derations  evince  the  urgent  neceffity  of  teaching  men  to  enter, 
as  fooa  as  poffible,  on  a  right  courfe  of  adion,  of  planting  the 
firmed  barrier  again  It  vices  which  it  is  fo  didicult  to  abandon, 
and  of  giving  timely  afTiiUnce  to  thofe  virtues,  in  which  it  is 
fa  delightful  to  perfevere,  and  from  which  it  is  fo  eafy  not  to  , 
depart-' 

Surely  nothing  is  better  calculated  to  promote  the  caufe  of 
virtue^  than  fach  ^  reprefentation  of  the  facility  vi4ic&  attends 
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the  habitual  ddltivition  of  it ;  a  rcpfefentatloh  which  <fepen<!s 
nbt  on  the  fiinciful  aixd  unfOppotted  aiTertions  of  an  arbitrary 
dogmatift,  but  refts  on  the  conftitution  of  human  nature. 

Under  the  fecond  head,  the  fubjeft  is  confidered  more  in 
detail.  The  in  fiances  in  which  the  greateft  care  is  nece^ary 
tQ  educate  children  virtuouily,  confiii,  according  to  our  aa« 
thor,  *  in  the  government  of  the  paffions,  in  a  fenfe  of  fhame, 
ill  a  fbri^  regard  to  truch,  in  habits  of  diligence,  and  in  the 
love  of  God^  intermixed  with  a  rational  and  feeling  rever- 
ence.* On  each  of  thefe  he  enlarges  with  that  precifion  which 
evinces  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  heart  of  man,  and  with. 
the  hoheft  cdnfidence  of  one  who  has  fucceeded  in  reducing 
that  kno>vledge  to  pradice. 

In  the  fecond  part  of  this  Difcourfe  the  author  enters  into 
a  defence  of  the  principles  of  charity-fchools,  combating  tvtiy 
objedion  which  has  been  urged  againil  them,  and  ft&ting  every 
advantage  which  can  accrue  from  them,  in  the  undaunted  lan- 
guage (^  truth,  and  with  the  additional  recommendations  of 
natural,  though  nervous  eloquence.  Of  this  we  have  a  iho^e 
particular  inftance  in  the  mode  in  which  the  author  fpeaks  of 
the  Norwich  charky-fchooh  In  other  hands  thefe  topics  might 
have  appeared  in  fome  refpefts  inconiifterit  with  the  dignity  of 
the  pulpit :  under  the  diredlion  of  Dr.  Parr  they  will  not  be 
d^em^d  liable  to  fuch  an  objedion.  Nor  are  we  at  a  lofs  to 
account  for  this  fingularity :  m  Xflsi ^  fays  the  great  father 
of  Grecian  criticifm  *,  Siet  Sia^rovs 4V  ev  rots  apyotg  fjLSfecn  ;  a  rule 
which,  though  it  related  originally  to  the  Ity le  of  epic  poetry^ ' 
Dr.  Parr  has  happily  adhered  to  in  the  prefent  infbin^e; 

Thus  much  may  be  obferved  in  general ;  we  muft,  however,  - 
mention  one  part  of  this  DifcOurfe,  in  which  the  pathetic  ftyltf 
is  carried  to  a  high  degree  of  perfedion.  After  entdrgiii^  on 
the  temper  and  genius  of  women,  and  enforcing  the  tieceffity 
of  extending  to  them  the  benefits  of  education,  he  confiders 
the  melancholy  prevalence  of  female  proflitution  as  the  natural 
and  defb-udive  produce  of  ignorance  and  idlenefs.  The  plan 
of  the  Norwich  fchool,  being  admirably  calculated  to  remedy 
this  evil,  leads  our  author  to  reflexions,  which  he  who  cicii 
read^idiout  emotion,  is  £t  for  treafon,^  fU-atagems,  and  fpoils.  • 
We  are  forry  we  have  not  room  to  infert  diem. 

The  notes,  which  are  fub^oined,  are  fuch  as  the  a^tliot 
dcMncd  necefTary  to  explain  his  opinions,  or  to  juftffy  his  rea*' 
foning.  *  They  are  taken,  fays  he,  from  writers  whoiA  I  kndW 
to  be  familiar  to  every  man  of  letters  ;  and  they  are  placed  at 
the  end  of  the  Difcourfe  rather  than  at  the  bottom  of  the 

•  Ariftot.  Poetic,  cap.  r6. 
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i  page,  Icfft  I  fliottlji  jyiyc  aiTence  jby  aa  ^gpc^r.^ce  of  unmanly 

and  odentatious  pedantry/ 

To  this  account  we  will  add  nothing.     To  thofe  who  are 

already  ac^^ip^  !^i^  P^T  author's  claiCcal  reputatipn^  it 
.were  a^^lei^  .to  remark^  t>|t  tihp  quotations  are  apt  and  ele- 
gant; «(hik  to  tbc^e  in/ho  ai^  not,  it  were  impertinent  to  ex* 
;p9tiate  ^rthejr  onartopic^  w^ich  their  ftudies  have  not  qua- 
lified them  to  reliih. 

■        I  _l>       ■■      ^ I  .M      .  II     ■■■■ 

^n  Attempt  to  prove  the  Exiftence  and  ahjolute  Perfeaion  of  the 
/ufreme  uusri^inckted  Beings  in  (i  demonftrati've  Manner^  By 
Httgb  J^qmihont  D.D,  F>R,S.  Dean,  of  Armagh »  S'z/a.  jx.  64* 
fnwed.     itpbinfon. 

jTS  N  reading  the  title  of  this  work  we  were  at  a  lo(s  to  guefs 
*^^  what  the  author  might  mean  by  proving  the  exiftence,  &c. 
in  a  demonftrati've  manner*  After  undertaking,  or  attempting 
to  prove  any  point,  is  there  not  fome  redundancy  in  the  idea 
of  doing  it  in  a  demonftrative  manner  f  For  could  it  be  f  roved 
in  any  ot)ier  manner  ?  ^re  not  z  pr oof  znd  a  demonfirzuian,  in 
j^hilofophic  l^^g^age,  un4erftoqd  Xf>  mt^n  the  ia^me  thing  ? 

Having  p^rufed  the  performance^  we  find  Qurfelves  qo^ 
,«bk  tp. explain  this  part  of  the  title:  itilill  appears  fuper- 
-flooos,  and  not  properly  applicable  to  the  preceding  part. 
The  author's  ufe  of  arguments  a  priori,  in  his  demoftdratioi, 
in  preference  to  thofe  a  poftirtori,  will  not  remove  our  oil* 
jedion,  becaufe  he  allows,  that  demonftiation  maybe  obtained 
by  either  method  of  reafoning,  thongh  he  hath  chofen  the 
former,  and  that  apparently  on  fuificient  ground.  Had  we 
not  found  this  Uttle  work  worthy  of  more  than  common  at* 
tention,  we  ihould  not  have  noticed  a  fmall  improprieQf  in  the 
title-page.  Trivial  faults  ar^,  l^wever,  n^ore  firlking  than 
cenfujaUe,  whenqver^aUanfedl^  merit, 

ThtJ^^efnpt,  iic,  ^  the  dean  modffUy  i|yles  it,  is  preceded 
by  an  Itttr^tt^>pii  of  cpp^deraJble  leitfth,  cent^ninga  Vi£w 
of  the  Arg^mitUi  thi^  have  bee^  Hf^fo^  pt'ovi^g  the  Exifteneei 
and  Attributes  ^  fSfi^,  and  the  Begone  for  proppfiifg  a  newn  one* 

*  [Thov^h  .the  foUaHciog  argument  may  be  eafily  enough  ua* 
derfiood  withpi^t  any  preface  or  introdudion^  yet  there  will  be 
fome  advantages  in  having  firft  read  what  is  here  delivered  :  it 
.  will*  I  hope,  conxribi\te  to  remove  a  prejudice  that  has  long 
prevailed  againll  our  endeavouring  to  prove  the  being  and  per- 
fedlions  of  God,  otherwife  than  rrom  the  coniideration  of  his 
works  ;  and  the  reader,  being  previoufly  made  acquainted  with 
|he  nature  of  tbe  following  argument,  and  the  reafons  for  now 

f  SccFxtace. 
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3S     Jblemft  to  prov^  the  Ixlfience^  i^c.  of  the  Suprem  Being, 

offering  it  lo  the  public,  will  be  better  qualified  to  judge  of  \t^ 
and  perhaps  be  better  difpoled  to  give  ic  his  attention.' 

The  author  thten  giving  a  ihort  explanation  of  the  nature  of 

♦  the  two  forts  of  argument,  viz.  a  pridri  and  tt ,pofieriori>,  ilv 
the  words,  of  bilhop  Law  and  Dr.  S^  Clarke,  enters  into  de- 
tail on  this  fubjeft,  making,  by  the  way,  fomc  pertinent  (bic- 
tures  on  the  fallacious  methods  of  reafoning  adopted  by  thjB 
atheifls,  particularly  Spinoza,  and  adds, 

'  Common  fenie,  and,  I  may  fay,  experience,  will  always  he 
able  to  prevent  men  in  general  frdm  failing  into  the  abfurdities 
of  downright  atheifm,  or  from  being  perfuaded  by  any  mcta- 
phyfical  fuB  til  tics,  that  allthings  areib  carried  on  by  a  blind 
and  fatal  neceflity  that  no  one  event  could  poflibly  have  bap- 
pened  otherwife  than  it  has  done.     Athciftical  writers,  there- 

,forc,  not  being  like  to  bring  over  m^ny  profelytcs  to  their  way 
of  thinking,  are  not  fo  dangerous  to  thecauie.of  religion  and 
morality  as  thofe  that  are  called  fcepticks.  Thefe  are  fuch  as 
admit  that  this  world  mgft  in4eed  have  been  the  work  of  fom^ 
fuperior  being,  who  is  to  be  called  God,  and  who  had  power 
and  intelligence  enough  to  do  juH  what  we  iee  he  has  done; 
but  at  the  fame  time  aflert,  that  nohe  of  our  arguments  are 
fafBcient  to  produce  a  rational  and  firm  belief  of  the  perfe^iona 
of  his  natural  and  moral  attributes,  whereon  we  may  found  4^ 
iyllem  of  religious  duties  due  to  him  as  the  moral  governor  of 

.the  world»  who  concerns  himfelf  in  the  happinefs  of  his  crea« 
tures,  and  from  whofe  goodnefs  and  power  we  m^ght  hope  for 
prote(lion  in  this  life,  or  for  happinels  in  a  better  life  bereaf- 
tcr.    Thefe  writers  would  have  us  believe  the  exigence  of  a 

'  God,  or  fuperior  Being,  merely  as  a  fpeculative  truths  Qot  4s 
one  from  which  we  might,  with  a  reaionable  certainty,  draw 
any  inferences  that  fhould  infiuence  our  condufl,  or  give  us  ei* 
thcr  hopes  oj'  fears ;  and  thiis  they  propofe  a  fyliem  which,  for 
any  ufeful  purpofe,  is  no  better  than  atheifm.*  ; 

Before  going  into  a  minute  confideration  of  the  method  of 
reafoning  on  this  fubjc^  j^uthettea/fy,  or  a  priori,  l>r.  Hamil- 
ton thinks  proper  to  take  notice  of  the  obje^Slions  made  \)y 

'  fceptical  writers  to  thofc  argtrmcntt  that  are  drawn  h  pojieriori ,, 

"for  proving  the  being  arid  perfections  6f  God.  Mr*  Hoin^^' 
in  his  EJfays, -or  Enquiry  tonteming  tffe  Human  VKictftanding^  arid 
in  his  poftburaous  work,  entitled,  Diakguit  ioncertHng  hafuroL 
Religion^  having  infifted  much  on  the  infuificiency  of  analogical 
reaioning,  has  induced  our  author  to  examine  his  three  objec- 
tions \  all,  he  fays,  that  he  Ilzs  feriattfy  urged  in  the  fatter  of 
thefe  wofks.  For  a  refutation  of  the  *  falfe  and  sroundkfs 
cavijs  propofed  in  the  fi/Tays*'  tl^  reader  is  referred  by  t^ 
dean  to  Leland's  View  of  the  Deifiical  Writers ^  and  to  Beatpe's 
ijfay  on  the  Nature  and  Jmmutaiiliiyjof  Trulh*  On  the  fubjed 
01  Mr.  Hume,  he  concludes  as  ibllows* 
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Atiemft  to  prove  the  Exigence,  He.  of  the  Supreme  Being,     j^ 

*  As  it  was  proper  on  this  occaiion  to  (hew  how  little  weight 
there  is  in  the  obje6lions  that  have  been  made  to  the  argument 
a  pofteriori^  which  is  applied  to  prove  the  exiflence,  Qnity,  and 
abfoidte  perfedion  of  the  fupreme  Bein^»  I  thought  I  could  not 
do  better  than  to  confider  thefe  objeftions  as  they  have  been 
Hated  by  Mr.  Hume,  who  certainly  did  not  want  either' incli-> 
nation  or  ability  to  fet  th«m  off  to  the  bed  advantage.  He  is  a 
celebrated  writer,  and  has  been  thought  one  of  our  mof):  for- 
midable opponents :  it  may^  therefore,  be  fafhtonable  to  read, 
and  perhaps  to  admire,  this  work  of  his ;  jefpecially  as  he  is 
known  to  have  fet  a  jparticular  value  upon  it,  by  the  proviiioti 
he  made  in  his  will  lov  having  it  publiihed  after  his  deceafe. 
And  though  he  has  written  moll  part  of  this  work  in  a  manner 
between  jeft  and  earned,  no  doubt  he  expeded  it  would  have 
a  ferious  effedl  in  promoting  the  caufe  of  infidelity  and  fcep- 
dcifm  in  which  he  had  laboured  {o  long.  For  he  has  here  openly 
inveighed  againft  fevealed  religion^  under  the  title  of  vulgar 
and  popular  fuperilirion,  and  endeavoured  to  remove  the  \try 
foundation  of  natural  religion  by  denying  the  probability  of 
God^s  moral  attributes.  Iknow  not  how  his  admirers  will  be 
able  to  reconcile  that  wifdom  and  gravity  of  charadler  they 
afcribe  to  him^  with  his  having  employed  his  talents,  even  to 
the  laft  fiage  of  life,  in  triding  fo  egregioufly  and  fo  profefledly 
0*11,  what  he  acknowledges  to  be,  the  moil  important  of  all 
fubjedts,  natural  theology  and  religion.  In  the  character  of 
Phiio,  he  intended  to  exhibit  to  us  a  learned  and  acute  fceptical 
philofopher ;  but  his  harangues  are  fo  inponfiftent  with  each 
other,  that  he  gives  us  only  the  idea  of  a  carelefs  young  ftudent^ 
with  a  lively  imagination,  and .  an  elegant  flow  of  language 
declaiming  in  a  collegerhall  on  the  wrong  fide  of  a  queHion*'  ' 

He  immediately  fubjoins, 

*  Many  pions  and  ingenious  perfons,  though  perfeflly  fatiA 
lied  with  the  proofs  for  the  exiftence  and  abfoTute  perfeftion  of 
the  fupreme  Being,  drawn  from  the  works  of  the  creation,  have 
thought  themfelves  well  employed  in  devifing  arguments,  drawn 
from  other  topics  and  confideratibns,  which  might,  lead  to  the 
fame  cpnclufion,  and  might  prove  it  perhaps  in  a  Hill  more 
forcible  maimer,  Hepce  arpfe^^  another  way  of  reafoning  on 
this  fubjed,  ufually  called  the  argument  a  priori^  The  fcholaftic 
terms  a  pifteriori  and  a  priori  arc  ufed  to  denote  the  two  me- 
thods ot  arguing,  one  from  the  nature  of  e^e£ts  to  the  nature 
of  their  caufe,  the  other  from  the  nature  of  a  caufe  to  the  na- 
ture of  its  effects.  The  argument  afriori^  tal{:en  ii^  this  fenfe, 
cannot  be  applied  to  the  prefent  fubje^  $  for  we  cannot  argue 

.  from  any  thing^  confidered  as  a  cauiie  when  we  n\ean  to  prove 
the  exigence  or  the  attributes  of  that  Be^ng  who  is  the  firit  ; 
^aufe  of  all  things.     Therefore  when  we  fjpeak  of  proving  the 
being  and  attributes  of  God  a  priori^  we  mufl  underiland  that 

'   ferm  in  ^  more  comprehenfive  fenfe,  s^s  it*dei\ot^$  the  common 
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fymhetic  method  of  arguing*  which  is  a|:^lka]pLe  to  tlus  -a» 
vr^U  as  to  moil  other  fubjea^.  In  this  method  vi;e  lay  dowa 
fome  evident  puinciples  or  ^oms;  and  from  thence  deduce 
citiier  truths  th^t  are  more  complex/ 

The  learned  dean  now  proceeds  to  %\vc  an  account  of  the 
arguments  of  the  principal  and  lateft  writers  who  have  ufed 
the  fynthetic  mode  of  rcafoning  on  the  cxiftcnce  and  attributes 
of  the  fupreme  Being.  The  inoft  celebrated  of  them  are  the 
produdlions  of  M^r,  Lock^,  Dr.  S.  Clarke,  Dr.  Fiddes,  and 
Mr.  Wollafto.n.  *  Thefe,  fays  Dr.  Hamilton,  were  very- 
learned  niep,  .^nd  no  doubt  were  well  acquainted  .with  what 
preceding  authors  h,ad  written  on  the  fame  fubje^,  and  wquld 
sat  |ail  to  Adopt  from  them  fuch  arguments  as  they  diougbt 
Bioft  for  their  purpofe.  The  reader  will  therefore  be  fu&ci* 
ently  informed  of  the  nature  of  this  method  of  ceaibnin^,  and 
the  progrefs  that  has  been  made  in  it,  if  I  give  him  an  ac- 
count of  the  arguments  that  each  of  thefe  eminent  writers  has 
iidvanced  on  this  fubjeft.* 

The  exhibition  of  thefe  arguments  is  managed  with  perspi- 
cuity, and,  we  believe,  with  candour,  and  conveys  fome  va- 
luable metaphyseal  hiftory ;  but  it  would  be  unfatisfaftory, 
if  not  abfuxd,  were  we  liere  to  attempt  an  abridgement  of 
Vkthat  is  already  abridged.  We  muft,  therefore,  refer  our 
];eaders  to  the  perform^ance  itfelf,  for  more  adequate  informa- 
tion. We  ihall  only  obferve  that,  though  the  ingenious  au- 
i;hor  is  not  alt<)gether  iatisfied  with  what  thefe  ce]^rated  men 
have  advanced  on  this  fubje<5l,  and  (hews,  that  they  were  not 
equaHy  confident  of  their  ftrength  in  every  part  of  their  rea- 
fonin^gs,  it  is  his  opinion,  that  their  failure  is  moft  Iriiible  in 
tire  proofs  ,^hey  have  undertaken  of  .the  unity  of  God. 

The  dean  concludes  his  Introdu^ion  with  an^  account  of  hit 
own  argument ;  for  {atat  idea  of  which,  our  readers  will  be- 
gin to  grow  'impatient.  The  parage  not  being  long,  we  (hall 
Iranfcribc  it. 

*  As  our  argument  is  built  chiefly  on  one  principle,  which  I 
have  laid  down  as  an  axiom,  it  is  proper  to  fay  fomewhat  of  it 
here,  that  the  reader  may  more  fullyperceive  its  meaning.  The^ 
axiom  is  this:  *' Whatever  is  contingent,  or  might  poffibly 
iiave  been  otherwife  than  it  is,  had  fome  efiicient  caufe  which 
determined  it  to  be'what  it  is."  Or  in  other  words :  **  if  two 
different  or  contrary  things  were  equally  poffible,  whichever  of 
them  topk  place,  or  came  to  pafs,  it  mult  have  done  fo  in  con- 
fequence  of  fome  efficient  caufe  which  determiued  that  it,  and 
not  the  other,  fliouJd  take  plaCe.**  The  truth  of  this  is  fo  evi- 
dent, that  we'cannot  find  any  principle  more  evident  by  which 
we  may  prove  it.  lt*runs  through  our  reafbnings  on  many  fub- 
^eAs,  in  which  we  Ihoiild  make  little  or  no  progrefs  if  we  did 

not 
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sot  afiuine  this  as  ft  fclf-t^vi^ent  ;^(uun.  Wl^enever  we  p^tiv^e 
that  a  thing  might  h^ve  been  otheiwife  ih^a  it  is^  we  tiZXxmMy 
enquire  for  the  cau(e  whic^t^^  m^  it  tp  h^  whgt  it  i«.  B^t  w^Kf^ 
we  are  feniible  th^t  a  thing  is  neceflarily  facb  as  it  is^.^e  9^ver 
enquire  for  the  caufe  that  made  itto  he  what  it  is,  for  we  reVkp^i 
it  abfurd  to  aik  why  a  thing  is  fo,  when  we  fee  there  was  up 
poffibility  of  its  being  otherwifc.  This  fhews  that  contingency 
implies,  an<L  that  neceifity  exckides,  caufaiity*  If  it  be  faid 
that  fome  things  are  determined  to  be  what  they  are  by  chance, 
(I  anfwer,  tha^t  in  this  cafe ^cbaaee  is  a^  ttsi  ftfid.^cieot  a  caufe 
SJ&  any  other :  f<^  it  r^v^%  a  ^|i(e  ¥fhi^9  in  ic«  ^fperatioB,  ts 
not  directed  by  deiign  to  produce  the  paHicnUc  eSe^  it  dMU 
.sather  thap  foi^e  oth^r  eM^*  TW  mA  efie^s  or  events, 
•brought  about  by  hiiimua  Qpeiation^^  ^re  attended  widi  fpin^ 
unforefeen  and  uad£%ned  circu^mftgn^e^,  and  tb^fe  we  jaferite 
<|o  .chance;  me^niiig  th^t  they  .were  pnoduc^t  no(  without  a 
ca^9  but  without  n  de£gn«  .So.tb^t  s^^^ce  is  alwi^s otppefed 
to  defign :  and  this  kexR^  to  he  the  only  fenfe  in  ivhfch  the 
!wQrd  chance  can  be  uied  with  any  o^anixi^ ;  except  when  it  is 
.i^ied  in,fte2^d  of  the  wocd  prcdnibllity  >  a^  ;W^en  .we  .f^y,  thece  is 
^  great  chancej  or  there  is  ibut  little  fibftn^y  th^t  fach  a&evecy; 
.l»ill  happen. 

>  Moll  of  the  fQ}l9wiiig  propofiiianstaise  demonAnatcd  iadt- 
^^£t]y,  that  is^  th^y  are  p):ove4  to  be  true*  by  (hewing  that  an 
abf^rdity  or  con  tradition  Would  follow  from  fappofing  them  to 
be  falfe.  From  the  nature  of  the  fubjedl  they  will  s^dmit  OQl|r 
ef^  proof  4>f  this  kind,  which>  tHough.it  is  oot/o  pleafing  ta 
the  mind,  is,  however,  juft  as  valid  as  ^  direS  dd$nionftra|iQa^' 

•The  treatise  confi-fts  (ot  nine  proportions,  -with  th^r  demon- 
^rations^  corollaries,  ob^rv^tions,  or  illuilrations.  The  df- 
^monftrations  ^re  finipltf,  clear,  and  fome  of  theni  mathemi^- 
,tically  clofe  and  concife,  all  fouindcd  ^itjk^r  on  the  above  ajc- 
iqm,  or  on  the  proof  .of  prc<;e4i|ig  prgpwofitiops,  T^e  sm^ 
»thQr  has  given  u^  a  con^aSied  view  pf  his  proportions  un^^ 
^Jhe  artic]^  of  gon^epts,  4s  foJUowt. 

*  There^naO:  be  foine  ^ne  bttflg,  at  leaft,  who  is  unorigi. 
«ated,  ^nd  has  exilied  without  a  cauCe,  wi<hoat  a  beginnii^g, 
aad  cannot  ceafe  to  exift.-^Therc  is  nothing  in  the  natuce  of 
^s  Being  that  could  poffibly  have  been  otherwife  than  it  is.«--» 
Jrie  is  impailive. — 'i'rttths  relating  to  his  nature  ire  as  capable 
of  Hu^  demonfbation  as  any  other  truchi.^»kAll  the  attributes 
hx  poflei&s  are  unlimited  or  perfeA*— >He  exafts^  every  where  in 
jihe  Came  manner  he  does  &ny  where.— 4rle  is  •»  iiidividual  fub- 
fiance,  without  parts,  tvtry  where  identically  the  fame.--«He'is 
^fieHedof  power  and  knowledge  unlimited,  and  all  other  na- 
fftural  attributes  that  can  be  called  abfolute  perfe^ions^— -He  h 
ta  maxim  urn. of  .evidence. — But  one  unMiginated  Being  in  the 
ttiiiverle.^^-AU  things  owe  their  exigence  to  his  power  ope- 
rating acoording  to  hii  will*«-»The  uaoriginatad  ;2eing  » 
I  the 
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-the  God  and  father  of  alL— And  is  po£Hed  of  ^oodnefs,  mirrcy, 
jafticc,  and  all  oehcr  tnbral  pcrfeftions,  fuch  as  become  the  fu- 
preme  author  and  governor  of  the  aniverfe.' 

Dr.  Hamilton  having  laid  a  good  deal  of  Hrefs  on  the  failure 
©f  his  mctaphyfical  predeceffors,  in  their  endeavours  to  prove 
the  unity,  we  have  paid  particular  attention  to  his  feventh  pro-^ 
pofition»  and  &all  prefent  it^  with  its  demo^iirjition,  to  our 
readers. 

*  There  is  in  the  univerfc  but  one  unoriginatcd  Being,  who 
mull  therefore  be  the  original  fountain  of  ail  exiftence^  and  the 
firft  caufe  of  all  things^ 

*  The  firft  propofition  demoniftrates  that  there  muft  neceflk- 
rily  be  one  unoriginated  Being ;  but  neither  the  argument 
there  ufed,  nor  any  other  argument,  can  prove  there  mud  ne- 
ceffarily  be  more  than  one.  Becaufe,  when  we  have  admitted 
one  f|ich  Being,  it  is  pofiible  that  all  others  may  be  derived 
from  that  one.  This,  however,  does  not  prove  that  all  others 
jDuft  be  derived  from  that  one,  or  that  there  may  not  be  many 
unoriginated  Beings  in  the  univerfe  of  whofe  exigence  we  have 
no  knowledge  or  appreheniiou.  The  only  way,  therefore',  by 
which  we  can  determine  whether  it  be  poflible  there  ihould  be 
inore  than  one,  is  by  trying  whether  we  can  conceive,  or  con* 
iiftently  fuppofe,  a  iecond  unoriginated  Being.  Now  I  fay  that 
fnch  a  fuppoiition  is  inconiiftent  and  untenable,  and  muil  com« 
to  nothing, 

*  For  let  us  fuppofe  there  is  a  fecond  Being,  fuch  as  the  firf^, 
unoriginated  or  felf^exiftent  and  uncaufed,  having  its  non- 
cxillence  impoflible,  or  having  necefiity  as  the  mode  of  its  ex- 
igence. Now  from  wha(  has  been  demonHrated  it  appears  that 
both  thefe  Beings  mull  be  e^ern^l)  ipirnutable,  impalGve,  om- 
niprefent,  individble,  and  unlimjtedly  poiTeffed  of  all  natural 
perfe^lons  or  attributes  ;  infomuch  that  it  is  imppffible  one  of 
ihefe  beings  Ihould  want  any  attribute  the  other  has.  Thus  we 
£nd  our  idea  of  the  fecond  fuppofed  Beirfg  (turn  it  as  we  will 
in  our  thoughts)  is  no  other  than  the  very  idea  we  had  of  the 
jrft.  For  air  the  attributes  of  the  fecond  are  as  much  the  {Ame 
with  thofe  t>f  the  firfl, .  as  the  properties  of  one  circle  (abftradk** 
cdly  conlidered)  are  the  fame  with  thofe  of  another.    Andiince 

.thefe  Beings  are  both  eternal,  and  both  ^very  where  alike  pre- 
fent, they  cminot  di^er  fronf  each  other  even  in  any  circum- 
Hance  of  time  or  place.  Confequently  there  can  he  no  poffible 
difference,  nor  any  ground  of  diffindtion  between  them ;  and 
therefore  they  c^i^noc  be  diftindt  Brings,  but  mufl  be  one  and 
|he  fam^« 

'  This  way  of  arguing,  I  apprehend,  may  be  admitted  z^ 
^oncluAve,  being  exadly  of  the  fame  kind  and  equivalent  with 
that  which  geometricians  have  allowedly  nfed.  For  inilancey 
^wo  right  line^,  fay  they,  cannot  have  a  common  fegment ;  for 
in  that  cafe,  thefe  lin^  omft  evi^^ntly  have  all  the^  other  fegr 
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.ments  in  common  alfb;  fothat  all  diftrence  bctwieeit  tbem 
ivould  Taniih ;  and,  therefore,  they  would  not  be  two  diftiA6fc 
lines,  but  muft  be  one  and  the  fame*  Juft  A>,  fay  we,  xvm 
^eings  cannot  be  nnoriginatedv  and  have  neceffity  as  the  comr 
xnon  mode  of  their  exiilence  ;  for  in  that  cafe  they  muft  have 
their  whole  natures,  and  all  the  cirtumftances  which  neceflarily 
jjittend  their  exiftence,  in  common  alfo;  and  therefore  the/ 
wonid  not  be  diilind  Beings,  but  one  and  the  fame  Bcing\ 
-"  *  Thus  we  find  it  impoffibje  even  to  form  an  idea  of  a  fea>nd 
tinoriginated  Being,  or  to  riiake  h  in  any  refpeA  different  from 

'  the  idea  we  muft  neccffarily  have  of  the  firft ;  to  which  we  can- 
not add  any  thing,  neither  can  lye  diminiOi  aught  from  it. 

:  Hence  it  follows  that  all  Beings  in  the  aniver^,  exeept  oae» 
are  derived  Beings,  and  muft  owe  their  axifteoce*  in  ibmie  mai^ 
ner  or  other,  to  one  underived  Joeing;  who  iJy  therefore,  the 
ultimate  and  original  fountaiilW'  cadftettce,  and  the  firft  cauiji 
pf  all  things/ 

We  are  perfuaded,  that  if  the  author  had  exdaded  from 
the  above  demonflration,  the  equivocal  y^ord  Jiaiu,  whick 
fometimes  means  ittiiivUually  c^e^  as  it  generally  does  in  the 
•  expre^on  of  one  and  the  fame  thing  \  at  others,  aUh^  exufffy^ 
fretifdji  or  perfeiily  alike  \  and  had  adopted  this  Atf/#r  term,  with 
any' one  of  thefe  three  emphatical  adjands,  he  would  notluve 
come  to  his  prefent  concluiion  without  more  hefitataOB»  if  lie 
iiad  donejt  at  all.  The  nfe  of  the  wardjame,  as  it  OCCOfl  more' 
than  once  in  this  argument,  amounts  to  little  l^s  than  a  fup- 
portion  of  what  ought  to  be  proved :  when,  in  ihort>  it  is 
here  taken  in.  any  other  fenfe  than  alike,  it  clearly  begs  the 
queflion,  and  fo  far  weakens  the  argument.  The  t^w9  Bdt^t 
Juppofed  are  perfedly  alike  ;  but  that  it  mud  ncceflarily  follow 
that  they  are  indi^Uumlly  one  and  the  fame  id,  we  believe,  more 
.  than  can  logically  be  inferred.  If  fo,  we  fear  the  author's 
reafoning  on  this  important  article,  its  main  force  depending 
pn  the  point  we  have  (obje^ed  to«  is  lefs  conclofive  than  lie 
jipprehends. 

With  refpeA  to  the  dean's  demoqibations  of  his  other  pro* 
pofitions,  we  recommend  them  to  our  learned  readers,  as  well 
^orth  their  confideration,  and  as  calculated,  upon  the  whole, 
to  give  fatisfaclion  to  candid  amd  liberal  minds.     His  clofe 

I"  ■  ' ■--    ■ »■!     !      * !■ il  II  ■■■■■  II      I— I         I  I      ■  I 

*  *  If  it  ihould  be  faid,  that  as  thefe  are  intelligent  Beings  they  may 
mU  be  foppofed  co  have  difliii^  confcioufnefles  find  wills,  and  therefore 
may  be  4il^indt  fubftances  :  I  anfwef,  this  it  <mly  repeating  the  firft  fuppo^ 
fition ;  viz.  that  thefe  are  two  diftin^  fabftances,  and,  therefore,  have  di- 
/jftio^  wlIU ;  dmd  I  fay,  ,that  unleft  it  can  be  ihewn  that  the  feeood  fuppofed 
Being  may  poffibly  be  a  dtiferent  and  diftintSt  fubftance  from  the  firft,  we 
Jbavc  no  right  to  fuppofe  it  may  baye  a  canfuovihcft  or  a  will,  diftlndt  from 
Ihat  of  the  firft.'     '  '     -   '  ■     ' 

and 
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and  icoQcrle  ibaflttrr  canaot  .be  too  miych  imitated  hy  metaphy* 
:iBcal  writer j;  we  mean  fudi  as  fitall  pftrfuetJieTynthetic  ine- 
thod  of  reafoning,  the  analytic  naturally  demanding  more 
comp.afs*  -  \        " 


'4  Diffirtation  on  the  Poor  Lanvs.  By  a  WtlU^wififer  Ut  MAnkind^ 
Small  Svo.      is,  6d.     Pilly. 

TLilUCH  has  been  written  within  tbefe  few  years  on  the  ten* 
^^.  4($i\cy  pf  the  poorlav^sin  this  country,  and  it  feems  to 
ht  §enera)^ly  admitted,  .that  in&ead  of  apfwering  the  charitable 
^ipo^tfif  thfiiriniUtntioiij  they,  are  a  iburce  of  great,  public 
•«vil)  x>ppreiiive  to  the  indu^lrious  part  of  the  nation^  andper« 
niciotts  to  tlie  morels 'of  the  indigent.  It  appears  to  be  a  faft 
^leatly  eftaHiflicd,  that  iiftce^the  'Reformation,  about  ivhich 
time  they  were  firft  enadted  in  England,  the  number  of  poor 
dhasUnccea&d  in  an  amazing  proportion.  An  effed  Co  repug- 
txiant  to  ^he^conlequeacos  /^ich  might  naturally  be  expelled 
i£rom«tkeadyancemcptofagncultace,.manufadures,  and  com- 
ti^ies^)  atfbnils.^ong  reafon  to  fttfpe<^  that  the  misfortune,  far 
x£nom.  'vbeing  .di'miDjfhed,  is  really  j^gravated  by  fome  unfore- 
^AtkiCfeMum  of  jthe  la^^s  which  were  intended  to  reilrain  it. 
oConfQnttably  to  foohan  opinion,  the  author  of  the  Difiertation 
^M&Jte.us-obierves, '^hac  wherever  moft  money  has  been  ex- 
pea  ded.  for  (the  iiippo^  of  .the  poor,  there  obje^  of  difirefs 
4ire  moft^freqnenti  while  in  other  diftri^,  where  the  leaft 
pvoni(ion;ha8  been  made  for  them,  they  are  foiindJto  be  far 
%&na»drous. 

>In^refpeA'to  fome  of  the  incoQveniencies  ari^ng  fnini  thp 
^y^fit  ftateof  the  poor-laws,  >the  author  of  the  Diilertation 
^mdkes  the  iSdUowing  rexiarks,  which  we  know  to  be  well 
funded* 

*  'Itveve^y  parUh,  -as^the  law  now  ftands,  they  whp  have  le- 
^al  fettlements,  have  the  monopoly  of  labour,  bccaaie  ^he 
4ahottring  poor  are  confined  to -their  rcfpeftive  pariihes.     This 
provifion  Is  pcrfeilly  confjftent  with  the  whole  fyflem  of  our 
•.poor  laws,  and  wasdefigned  notonly  to  prevent  the  evils  whi€h 
naturally  arifc  from  vagrancy,  and. which  might  be  equally 
prevented  by  4akOit  .wholefome  laws  ;  but  to  protedteach  .pariih 
xfrom 'intruders,  who  might  become  chaiigeabLe  either  for  them- 
'felves.or  for  their  children.     This  provifion  is  produftive  of 
coniide^able  evils,  which  the  legiflature  has'  never  yet  been 
.  shbte  to  remove  :  for  not  only  have  the  induftrious  poor  been 
refVrained  from  feeking  employment  where  they  would  other- 
wife  have  been  received  with  joy,  and  confined  to  tlieir  own 
•pariihes,  in  which  they  were  regarded  with  an  evil  eye;  biit 
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for  walrt  of  competition  tbe'pticje  of  labour  to  dkef  mahirffto* 
tarer  has  been  much  enhanced j  With  a  certificate  indeed^  ' 
the  poor  a!re  permitted  to  refide  \st  any  parifli  where  wdrk<  is  to 
.be  had»  but  then  a  certificate  is  not  eafiljr  obtained*  Now^it 
18  eyidoit  that  by  raifing  the  price  of  labour  yoamuft  diredtljff 
cheek  the  progrefs  of  the  mannfadhtres*;  and  by  expertehce  it 
h  fband,  that  the  fame  efieft  ari^  indiredly.  to  a  ftiore  con* 
£derable  extent;  for  in  proportion  as  you  ad?ance  the  wag^ 
of  the  poor*  yon  dimtnifli  the  quaitity^  of  their  work*  Alt 
mahafa^urers  complain  of  this>  and  umvdrfally  agree*  tMa^ 
the  poor  are  feldom  diligent,  excepit  wl^h^.  labbor  is  cheapo 
and  corn  is  dear.'  .     .  • 

Our  airthor  farther  remarks,  that  the  poor  laws,  to  acertl^in 
degree,  difcodrage  improvements  in  agricukare:  for  thatfr 
when  the  poor's  ra,te  amouatft  to  ten  fkillings,  or  even  to  io^c 
fhillings  in- the  pounds  no  gentleman,  with  the  view  of  profit, 
will  be  at  the  expence  of  clearing,  fencing,  breaking  up,  mz^ 
nuring,  and  cropping  the  wafte  and  barren  parts  of  a^i  elUte. 

After  difplaying  the  pernicious  effeds  of  the  poor  laws  iiC 
a  variety  of  circumiiances,  the  author  takes  a  view  of  the  ^£* 
ferent  means  which  have  been  employed  by  the  legiHature  for 
remedying  thofe  evils.  Ete  obferves  that  the  expedient  moll 
often  tried,  has  been  to  compel  both  the  pauper  and  his  fa<* 
mily  to  wear  the  Roman  P  in  fcarlet  cloth  upon  their  fhould- 
evs;  bttt  this^,  hetlunks,  was  facrificing  the  interefls  of  the 
modell  and  ingenuous  to  thofe  who  were  loft  to  fhame.  The 
nextmoft  common  refuge  has  been  to  parochial  and  provincial 
workhottfes,  where  it  waa  imagined  that  the  poor  would  do 
more  work,  and  be  fed  much  cheaper,  than  .when  difperfed  in 
their  feveral  cottages.  Experience,  however,  he  obferves,  ha$ 
never  confirmed  this  expe«5tatk)n ;  and  the  contrivance  hai 
proved  worfe  than  abortive. 

'  The  terror  of  being  fent  to  a  workhoufe,  fays  he,  adls 
like  an  abolition  of  the  poor's  tax  on  all  who  dread  the  lofs 
of  liberty.  It  is  in  eiFe'£l  a  virtual  repeal,  as  far  as  it  extiwids^ 
of  thofe  law»,  which  ihould  long  fince  have  given  place  to 
tetter  regulations.  But  unfottunately  the  moft  worthy  objefts 
fuffer  moft  hy  this  repeal,  and  the  advantage  to  the  publje  is 
tittle  more  than  negative.  The  quiet  and  the  cleanly  dread 
the  noife  and  nafliaefs,  even  more  than  the  confinement  of  a 
workhoufe.  They  pant  for  the  pure  and  wholefome  air,  which 
they  can  never  hope  to  breathe  where  numbers  are  confiiied 
within  narrow  limits^  and  figh  for  that  ferenity  and  peace, 
which  they  muft  defpair  to  find  where  the^  moft  profligate  of 
the  human  fjfecies  are  met  together.  By  the  fear  of  being 
Sentenced  to  fuCh  fociety,  marty,  who  defcrve  a  better  fate, 
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ftwigrfc  witE  poverty  till  they  fink  under  the  burthen  of  thdf 
mifery.  .Againft  county  workhoufes,  improperly  called  houfes 
of  i^aaftry,  the  objeiEtione  are  much  ilronger.  The  buildings^ 
the  furniture*  the  falaries^  the  wafte,  and  the  impofition,  every 
thing  i^  upon  a  large  and  expenfive  fcale,  without  its  being 
poiiible  to  prefcrve,  for  any  length  of  time,  a  fyftem  of  oeco- 
Homy.  At  firft,  indeed^  there  might  be  great  exertion  ;  but 
the  novelty  being  over,  few  gentlemen  would  be  found  public 
^irited  enoujrh  to  continQe  their  attendance  and  attention  to 
a  bttiinofs  in  which,  as  individuals,  they  would  be  fo  little  in* 
ieieiled,.and  fc^  which  they  muJl  give  up.  more  impoj-tantor 
more  ple^^nt  fil^ageinents  and  purfuiis.' 

Another  expecUent  put  in  pra£lice  is  that  of  farming  the 
poor,  whkii  the  author  condemns  whh  the  epithet  of  beljugf 
the  moil  aboaiinable  that  ever  was  invented. 
•  *  In  fome  pariflies,  fays  he,  they  are  farmed  at  fomuch  ail 
liead,  but  in  others  the  contraft  is  for  a  given  fum.  In  Oije 
pariih  in  Gloucefterihirc  a  con  trader  has  agreed  to  take  all  thtf 
ixpence  of  the  poor  upon  bimfelf  for  a  very  moderate  confi- 
deration.  Taking  the prefent  numbers  in  confinement,  heha^ 
only  two  (hillings  a  week  for  each  ;  yet  out  of  this  he  is  to  be 
at  the  charge  of  all  litigations  and  removals,  and  to  relieve  al} 
6thcTC  who  are  not  proper  objedts  for  4  workhoufe,  and  after 
all,  to  make  a  profit  for  himfel£ 

'  All  thefe  Expedients  have  the  fame  t«<idency.  They  are 
adopted  with  a  profeiTcii  intention  to  lower  the  poor  rates ; 
and  it  is  conftfTcd,  thittmiidy  are  thereby  deterred  from  mak- 
ing application  for  relief,  who  would  otherwife  be  a  burthen 
to  the  public.  But  then  is  not  thi^  a  partial^  impolitic,  op« 
preffive  repeal  of  a  bad  law,  without  reducing  the  tax :  for  it 
continues  to  ihcreafe,  and  without  making  a  better  provifioii 
for  thofe  among  the  poor  who  are  moft  worthy  of  attention  ?' 

The  author  afterwards  enquires  into  the  provifion  niad«  ifor 
the  poor  by  other  nations ;  obferving  particularly,  that  iii 
Holland,  where  their  chief  dependence  is  on  voluntary  con- 
tribution, there  is  more  indufby,,  and  fewer  cnminals,  than 
in  any  other  country  in  Europe  of  the  fanie  extent. 

In  the  lail  part  of  the  Piilertation,  the  author  proceeds  to 
deliver  his  fentiments  concerning  the  propereA  m^ns  of  reme^ 
dying  the  evil  arifing  from  the  defedl  of  the  poor  laws ;  and 
he  begins  with  eftabliihing  the  principles  on  which  a  plan  of 
this  kind  ought  to  be  condudied.  He  obferves,  in  the  firft 
place,  that  it  ought  to  encourage  induflry,  ceconomy,  and  fub- ' 
brdination  ;'  and,  in  the  fecond  place,  regulate  population  by 
^e  demand  for  labour.     To  promote  indujtry  ^&d  o^conomy, 
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he  thinks  it  neceffary  that  the'  relief  which  is  given  to  the 
pooi;  ihould  be  limited  and  precarious  ;  and  he  accedes  to  the 
opinion,  that  if 'even  the  whple  fyftem  of  compulfive  ckzxitf 
were  abolifhed,.  it  would  be  better  for  the  Ikte.  Friendly  foi 
cieties,  likewife,  under  good  regulations,  and  eftabliflicd  by 
iawa  he  confiders  as  a  refource  which  would  be  produftirc  of 
^reat  advantage  to  the  community.  The  remainder  of  the 
.  plan  which  he  propofes  is  contained  in  the  following  extra£U 

'  As  long  as  it  (hould  be  found  expedient  to  retain  a  givent 
proportion  of  the  prefent"  poor  tax,  the  difpofal  of  this  fhould 
be  wholly  at  the  difcretion  of  the  minifter,  churchwardens, 
and  overfeers,  or  the  majority  of  them,  fubjed  only  to  the 
orders  of  a  vcft/y.  By  this  provifion  the  fubordination  of  the 
poor  wottid  be  more  efFeftually  fecured^  and  the  civil  ma- 
giftrate  would  be  at  liberty  to  bend  his  whole  attention  to 
the  prefervatton  of  the  peace,  and  to  the  good  governmentoE 
the  people. 

-  •  Thb  plan  would  be  aided  and  affiHed  much  by  laying  a 
ftlfficient  tax  upon  the  ale-houfes  to  reduce  their  number,  thefe 
being  the  principal  nurferies  for  drunkennefs,  idlenefs,  and 
tice.  .        • 

*  Should  things  be  left  thus  to  flow  in  their  proper  chan- 
nels, the  confequence  would  be,  ihat,  as  far  as  it  is  pollible 
According  to  the  prefent  conflitution  of  the  world,  our  popu- 
lation would  be  no  longer  unnatural  and  forced,  but  would 
regulate  itfelf  by  the  demand  for  labour. 

'  There  remains  one  thing  more  for  the  legiilature  to  do, 
which  is  to  increafe  the  quantity  of  food.  This  may  be  done 
with  eafe,  by  laying  a  tax  Upon  all  horfes  ufed  in  hufbandry, 
gradually  increaiing  this  tax  till  the  farmers  haye  returned  to 
the  ofe  of  oxen.  This  change  would  enable  England  not  only 
to  maintain  her  prefent  populatron,  but  greatly  to  increafe  it. 
The  land  which  now  fupports  one  horfe,  in  proper  working 
order,  would  bear  two  oxen  for  draft  and  for  the  ihambles,  if 
not  alfo  one  cow  for  the  pail ;  or  any  two  of  thefe,  with  a 
man,  his  wife,  and  his  three  children.  If  we  confider  the 
number  of  horfes  at  prefent  ufed  for  hufbandry  in  this  ifland, 
ihould  only  half  that  number  give  place  to  oxen,  it  would 
not  be  eafy  to  calculate,  or  even  to  conceive,  all  the  benefits 
^nd  advantages  which  the  public  would  derive  from  this  vaft 
increafe  of  food.  In  many  parilhe's  where  they  have  no  man 
nufaAures,  but  the  cultivation  of  the  foil,  the  horfes  confume 
the  pfodnce  of  more  land  than  the  inhabitants  themfelves  re* 
quire.  Suppofe  a  parifh  to  confifl  of  four  thoufand  acres  of 
arable  and  paHure  land  ;  let  this  be  cultivated  by  one  hundred 
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mA  fifty  hoif0»,  and  Itt  it  feed'  tM  Uioufahd  foals  :  now  }f^' 
fiii<  the  piiefent,  wd  allo>t  only  two  acret  of  Oftcs  and  t^o  of 
iM^r  for  each  of  ths  hoffes,  the  cmoant  will  be  fix  htiadred 
prad«£tive  atres,  wkbh  will  b«  moK  than  faficknt  viShtd  the 
giVeft  nizmber  of  inbabitaAts.  But  the  fa€t  b^  that  a  horfe^ 
tto  befhlly  fsd*  reijuites  fivts  ton  of  hay,  aadfmm  thiit^en  to 
tiifee*and*tweiity  qnaiters^  of  oats>  |>er  annam,  atcording  td 
hir  work«     Some  farmers  allow  the  former,  and  the  latter  1& 

fiven  by  the  great  carriers  on  the  public  roads,  which  woald 
ring  the  compnution  to  about  eight  acres  each  for  horfes  ufed 
in  hufbandry  ;  but  then  few  farmers  fuffer  their  horfes  to  b« 
ttigbly  fed.  If  we  allow  three  acres  of  pafiure  for  each  ox  o^ 
cow,  and  confider>  that  in  calculating  the  quantity  of  land 
fufiicient  to  maintain'  a  team. of  horfes,.  the;  needAil  fallows 
.mull  be  carried  to  account,  we  ihall  not  be  at  a  lofs  for  food» 
when  we  have  fubftituted  two  oxen,  and  one  family  of  hy^, 
perfons,  in  the  plaCfe  of  every  horfe. 

*  It  muH  be  confeiTed^  tli^t  the  tax  on  horfes  would  be  ap- 
parently a  tax  on  hulbandry,  but  in  reality  it  would  only  be  a 
tax  on  pride  and  prejudice.  Neither  would  it  be  a  tax  for  th« 
purpofe  of  revenue,  which  would  certainly  be  moft*  impolitic^ 
but  it  would  be-  a- tax  for  the  regulation  of  trader  beneficial  to 
the  public^  and  highly  advantageous  to  the  farmer.    In  China- 

.  they  uf^  few  cattle  in  the  cultivation  of  the  foil,  and  therefore 
they  ate  able  to  fuppoxt  a  more  abundant  population.  By  re^ 
verting  to  the  ancient  pradliee  of  ploughing  with  oxen  inftead 
of  horfes,  we  (hould-  enjoy  the  fame  advantage  ;  and  till  the 
j)r)pulation  of  our  country  had  found  its  mmoft  limits^  wfr 
ihould  rejdice  in  affluence* 

*  With  the  fame  intentions,. the  legiflature  (hould  facilitate, 
the  laying  common  fields  in  feveralty,  leaving  the  inclofura 
of  ihefe  lands  to  every  man's  difcretion.     Wherever  thefe  al- 
lotments have  been  carried  into  execution,,  the  valuoof  land 
has  been  nearly  doubled.  '  Yet,indejpendent  of  the  exertion,, 
the  time,  and  the  fatigue,  requiftte  to  procure  a  private  ad  of 
pMiament  for  this  purpofe,  the  expence  of<  the  ad  itfelf,  and 
of  the  confequent  inclofure,  is  more  than  many  are  willing  to. 
iilcur.     That  the  improvers  of  land  ihould  be  fubjed  tO'thi»-. 
expence  is  not  juft,  and  that  men  fhoald  be  obliged  to  inclofi^ 
thefe. lands  is  neither  juft  nor  wife;  be^aufehedge^rows  con* 
fume  much  land,  dint  the  growth  of  corn,  caufe  it  to  lodge,, 
prevent  its  drying,  and  harbour  birds.     If  men   are  left  at, 
liberty,   without  reftraint,  when   they  find  it  for  their  iaterefl. 
to  inclofe,  they  will  ipclofe.* 

That  the  enormous  amount  of  the  poor's  rate,  in  fome  parta . 
of  the  kingdom,  is  become  oppreflive'to  many  of  the  inha- 
bitants. 
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t>itauta,  and  that  the  dependence  on  aii  eieemofynary  proviiion 
eftabliihed  by  law,  has  likewife  a  bad  effeft  on  the  morals  of 
the  lower  clafs  of  the  people,  are  fadis  which  cannot  be  qaed 
tioned.  But  to  attempt  to  remddy  thd  evil  by  a  fbdden  aboli- 
tion of  the  accuftomed  method  t)f  providing  fot  the  pdor; 
would  be  an  experiment  which  might  prove  dangetdus  to  hu- 
manity. Even  under  the  prefenjt  imperfeft  ilatef  of  the  poor 
laws,  a  due  adminiftratidn  of  them,  by  men  properly  qualified 
for  the  talk,  would  greatly  palliate  the  bad  confecjUences  which 
are  chiefly  complained  of;  though  a  new  adt  of  the  legiOature 
is  indifpenfably  neceflary  towards  retidering  the  legal  fyitem 
more  beneficial  in  its  operation,  and  niote  compatible  ^iih  the 
good  of  the  public.   , 


Wjcelianies,  hy -Mr.  Pratt,  in  ftur  Foluiius*    Small  Z<v0.    14/. 

Becket.     • 

IN  the  two  firft  volumes  are  Mr.  Pratt's  poetical  labours; 
'*  and  a  comedy  entitled  *  the  School  for  Vanity^'  which 
was  exhibited,  one  night  only,  at  the  Theatre-Royal,  Drury- 
Laiie.  A  gentleman's  valet  opens  the  piece,  receiving  let- 
teh  from  other  fervants,  whom  he  thus  dddrelTes.  '  Walk 
in,  gentlemen — not  yet  day  with  us — when  vifible,  fhall  delf- 
ver  your  tenders. — Any  of  you  for  refrelhment  ? — Every  thing 
in  the  next  room,  from  chocolate  and  aiTes  milk,  to  cocoa* 
curds,  and  hung  beef.'  One  would  fuppofe  that  this  mode  of 
phrafeology,  in  which  the  introdudory  words  of  every  fentence 
are  omitted,  was  intended  to  mark  a  peculiarity  of  chara6ler^ 
like  that  of  firiggs,  in  Cecilia.  But  no  fuch  thing.-— The  mailer^ 
at  his  firft  appearance,  exprefTes  himfelf  in  the  fame  abrupt 
and  unconne^ed  manner. — '  Heigho  1  fairly  done  up— -Play'd 
at  viiiting  all  day  yeflerday— The  misfortune  to  be  let  in  by 
€vfcry  body— Well-bred  raanflaughter  committed  upon  me  from 
morning  till  night.'— -This  kind  of  language,  nfed  more  or 
lefs  by  every  character,  is  alFefted,  ungraceful,  and  uanaturah 
^ttt,  without  entering  minutely  into  the  merits  or  defers  of 
this  performance,  our  opinion,  in  few  words  is,  that  it  pofiefles 
fome  wit  and  more  humour ;  but  the  humour  is  coarfe,*  the 
chara£lers  hacknpyed,  and  the  plot  improbable  and  impro- 
perly €ondu6t€^^•  Its  ill  fttccefs,  therefore^  may  undoubtedly 
)»e  accounted  fdr  by  other  reafona  than  thofe  to  which  the  au.- 
thor,  in  his  preface^  choofet  to  attribute  it« 

As  a  poet,  Mr.  Pratt  ceruinly  polTefres  a  fertility  of  ima^ 
gtnation^  and  a  facility  of  ezprejffing  his  fentiments;  but  the 
jeffufions  of  hit  fancy  ieldom  difplay  any  Hitngth  pf  genius ; 
they  are  more  glittf  fing  tbaa  hUd  1  more  dazzling  than  bright. 
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His  didlioft  is  generally  florid,  and  rometimes  'finical.  Whetf 
he  aims  at  fublimity,  he  too  frequently  reprefents  an  Ixioit 
purfuing  a  Juno,  and  embracing  a  cloud.  Inftead  of  the  effort* 
of  ^vigorous  mind,  clothed  in  nervous  or  dignified  phrafe,  we 
commonly  meet  with  a  limentaWe  poverty  of  ideas,  half-hid 
beneath  the  veil  of  obfcarc  metaphors,  or  embellifhed  with  the 
deJufive  luftre  of  glaring  epithets,  and  encumbered  with  un- 
meaning ornaments.  In  proof  of  our  aflerlion,  we  refer  the 
Reader  to  the  *  Shadows  of  Shakfpeare,'  and  *  Ode  to  the  Sun.*^ 
Mr,  Pratt,  however,  though  he  has  no  pretenfions  to  be 
ranked  in  the  firfl  clafs  of  poets,  is  often  entitled  to  bur  ap- 
probation •  His  ftyle  is  commonly  neat,  fmooth,  and  harmo- 
nious. If  his  defcriptions  are  fometimes  too  orndtoerital,  the/ 
are  at  others  pleaiingly  pi^urefque ;  and  he  is  not  uhfre- 
^uently  natural,  tender,  and  affefting.  We  chiefly  allude  t4 
*  Sympathy,*  and  *  the  Tears  of  Genius.'— Some  of  the  leffer 
poems  de{i?rve  the  fame  commendation :  others^  particularly 
thofe  taken  from  Emma  Corbet  (a  novel  of  our  author's)^ 
which  we  fuppofe  were  intended  to  give  a  flriking  idea  of  the 
delicacy  and  tenderness  of  that  lady  and  her  lover,  are  mawk- 
ifli  and  naufeous  to  the  laft  degree.  Witnefs  the' following 
fines  '  fent  with  a  prefent  of  fome  pens  to  Emma.* 

«  Go,  ingenious  arfijly  to  h«r 

All  ambitious  to  be  frefi ; 
Dear  difcfofures  of  fenfation  ; 
«  Agents  of  the  gentle  breai^. 

•  Whiter  than  your  whiteft  feather^ 
Is  the  hand  which  you'll  embrace; 

Yet  more  white  the  fair  af!edxon, 
Whofe  emotions  you  fhall  trace/ 

**rhe  firll  line  leads  us  to  fuppofe  that  the  pen-maker,  not  the 
pens,  was  fent  to  be  *  preft'  by  the  lady ;  and  the  fecond  flanza 
informs  us,  that  they  will  *  embrace/  or  hold  her  hand>  not 
be  held  in  it.  But  what  is  more  extraordinary,  and  fiirely  & 
very  difficult  oi&ce  for  pens  and  ink  to  execute^  tkey  are  tp 
delineate  '  the  whitene/s  of  a^eStion,' 

^  Go,  and  take  a  eh^t^  'i>fK>n  ydu. 

Faffing  tender,'  paiffing  dear  \ 
Oh,  the  trufl.  you  beaur  i«  wotid'rotis  ! 

Gentle  agent$,  be  iaa€0xe« 

*  Every  facred  fecfret'maitifig* 

Gods  I  how  'precious  y^  Will  prove  !* 
Softeft'fympaflifes  imp^*^ng,    . 
Are  ye  not  the  ^wk%  ii  foTe } 

^    *    .  3^  -.*-.'         ]t-Whctt 
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When  ^Qi  floating  on  the  river, 
Lovdy  was  your  UmpUl  way  ; 
Lovely  was  your  iilver  furface, 
'  Lovely  was  your  tvat^ry  flay  : 

^  Bu^  for  paftime  ftili  more  lovely. 

Your  iivcet  ff^bers  now  I  feud  ; 
What  fo  lovely,  prithee  tell  me, 

As  the  fervice  of  a  friend. 

'  Faithful  to  the  fair  depofits. 

Your  lead  llroke  (hall  reach  my  heart  ; 

In  its  elegant  recefles  ,  . 

Shall  oe  fixM,  what  you  impart-* 

The  firft  of  thefe  ftan?:^s  is  repeated  again  at  the  end  of  the 
ppem,  which  contains  ten  more  equally  puerile,  or  rather  in- 
fantine,  as  tbefc  we  have  q430ted«  If  Mr.  Pratt  had  kept  fuch 
tuneable  nonfenle,  which  may  not  improperly  be  Ilyled  the 
Mufe's  LuUaby,  in  the  '  elegant  rcceffes  of  his  <hijun  heart,*  it 
would  have  been  more  to  his  credit.  How  a  man  of  our  au- 
thor's  abilities  fhonld  jcompit  fo  many  errors  as  deform  thefe 
two  volumes,  is  truly  amazing.  We  might  feleA  a  long  lift, 
!•  of  incongruous  ideas  and  abfurd  figures  ;  2.  incorrect  num- 
bers; 3.  vulgarifms;  4.  defedive  rhymes ;  and,  5.  inexplica- 
ble nonfenfe. 

Left  we  ftiould  fatigue  the  reader  too  much,  we  will  con- 
fine our  firft  divifion  of  faults  to  '  the  Shadows  of  Shakfpeare,* 
a  Monody  occafioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Garrick/  for  which 
the  author  obtained  the  myrtle  wreath,  at  the  villa  of  Bath- 
Eafton.  It  cirrtainly  may  be  fuppofed  to  deferve  peculiar  at- 
tention, as  '  it  was  recited  among  the  ceremonies  of  the  vafe, 
and  met  the  approbation  of  numerous  and  brilliant  auditors, 
«u  the  mornings  of  the  vafe  :  as  it  has  been  introduced  by 
way  of  in^terlode  on  the  'Bath  theatre ;  and  an  immort^ili^ing 
I4ufe  (mifs  Seward),  has  celebrated  our  author,  with  other 
illuftripus  votaries  4)f  the  .vafe,  with  whom  to  be  aifociated  is 
fame.'— Thefe  extrafts  from  the  Proemijim  were  c4culated 
to  rai^  our  expiations  very  high^  and  our  difappointment 
of  courfe  was  proportionably  great.     It  begins  thus ; 

•  Soon  as  the  breath  of  .Rumoiir  blew 
TJnsfoUmn  them&into  the  general  ear, 

a]aholy  Splitudfi  I  flew, 
And  bade  the  Mufe  her  fympathy  prepare  I 
There  clofeted  witj^  Thought, 

TKe- brain  its  fiiap<;!efs  travail  wrought  1* 

The  id^a  of  '  breath  blowing  a  theme,*  and  the  '  brain  do- 
feted  with  thbaght*  produting  a  *  fliapelcfs  travail,'  are  cip- 

E  a  cum- 
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Gumilatfces  paffing  ftrange  indeed  !  The  latter  phVafe,  parti- 
cularly, may  1)6  juftly  denominated  a /tf^rtf«fiy/«». 

*  The  feafon  to  the  fubjeft  folemnly  did  fuit : 
Day's  dazzling  orb  was  wholly  down  : 
Pale  Cynthia  fat  apon  her  filver  thirofie  ; 

Th'  obtra(iofl9  of  the  light  were  elos'd 

It  feem'd,' 

*  How  could  it '  feem'  (6,  if  the  moon  was  up,  as  we  are  told 
in  the  preceding  line  ? 

«—  •  as  Silence  felf  repos'd, 
For  with  the  Air^  the  Earth  and  all  her  ions  were  mate.* 

That  the  Earth  fhould  be  filent,  though  Silence  herfelf  had 
not  been  adeep,  as  we  are  totd  was  the  cafe  in  this  extraordi- 
nary night,  cannot  be  confidered  as  very  remarkable  ;  for  we 
apprehend  it  always  is  fo,  except  in  the  pecc^Har  colivallions 
of  nature.  The  grcateil  wonder  is  Co  find  ali  mankinds'  mute* 
in  one  line,  and  fome  of  tkem'  freed  from  theif  dambnefs  in 
the  next. 

*  All  but  the  wretched^  who,  like  me. 
The  gentle  vigils  kept  of  fympathy* 

With  cordial  awe  I  hailed  the  (hading  night. 
And  kifi'd  her  dufky  robe  which  muffled  thus  the  night.* 

*  Night/  in  the^  lafl  line,  may  be  an  error  of  the  prefs,  but 
if  we  read  light  inftead  of  it,  there  is  an  error  in  the  fenfe,  a& 
we  are  told  juft  before  that  its  *  obtrufions  were  clofed.* 

*  Safe  bofy  world,  begone,  begone,  I  faid. 
To  mfghty  Garrick  yield  the  ferious  mind, 

Thi^  awful  Now  be  facred  to  the  dead. 

And  turn  the  cautious  key  on  human  kind/ 

Here  the  poet  feems  to  have  fbfgot  in  his  arrger  what  he  toJd 
us  in  fober  fadnefs  jaft  before,  that  the  world,  witb  a  few  ex* 
ceptions,  wais  extremely  quiet.  But  to  prqceed ;  mankind 
being  thus  locked  out  of  doors,  the  awful  No^  fuggeib  the 
'  following  refiedion. 

'  The  dead^-- ah,  me !  what  dead  ?•— Here  it  began- 
The  florid  poet  felt  himfelf  a  man/ 

What  a  furprifiog  difcovery !  what  a  pity  that  we  canttot  hy 
in  return,  we  have  found  the  man  a  poet^  We  are  fobn  after 
told,  for  we  (hall  here  cea(e  following  our  author  ftep  by  ftep, 
that  Garrick 

—  *  often  forey  and  Uuch^J^  And  tun^d  the  heart/-— 

*  Pnflibly  a  comma  (hould  HIkve  been  placed  after  *  closed,*  and  crndtXtd. 
Alcer  ^ieem*d  ;*  but  cvea  then  the  iealc  w<ml4  he  coatndidory. 

And 
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And  ditt  ht 

«  Cbain'd,  zs  to  th'  attrafling  centre,  every  ear.' 
Naiuri,  likemfe,  in  propria  perfona,  « 

<  fhed  herfenfive  ihower ; 
The  mighty  mother  wept,  alas !  with  me/-« 

And  what,  if  poffible,  is  more  beyond  the  comprehenfipn  0$ 
vulgar  capacities,  , 

<  Th'  imperial  goddeft  moorn'd  her  own  decay^ 
And  wifli'd  ihe  could  zjecond  birth  beftow/  i^ 

She  wifhes,  Hkewife,  to  gi?e  him  a  fecond  birth,  but  finds  it 
impoflible.  On  which  melancholy  occafion,  Melpomene  *  poisM 
her  dagger  in  air,*  and  •  Thalia  etuei'v'd  a  pain.*  The  poet 
next  accompanies  Fan^^  *  armM  with  all  her  ms^ic  ;*  and  ihe 
certainly  muft  have  bewitched  him  when  he  wrote  the  two  fol-* 
lowing  lines ;  the  firfl  of  which  militates  againft  fenfe,  and 
the  fecond  againft  gramihar. 

*  Her  waving  wand,  deep  midnight  deeper  made^ 
With  her  I  went— to  where  our  QairkkUud.* 

The  '  fhady  forms*  of  Shakfpeare*s  character  now  appear, 
and  pay  their  compliments  to  Mr.  Garrick,  in  fpeeches  felefled 
from  his  plays,  and  adapted  to  the  occafion.  The  bard  him- 
felf,  '  wrapt  in  wonder  at  thefe  various  fliews,*  as  well  he 
might,  makes  his  appeanance  $  and  at  the  '  waving  of  hi« 
wand,* 

— —  <  the  moomfttl  train  again  were/r^vV/ 

If  this  poem,  likewife,  had  been  '  quietly  inurn'd,*  as  well 
as  thefe  '  perturbed  fpirits,*  the  author's  poetical  reputation, 
with  all  due  fubmiffion  to  the  arbitrators  of  poetic  honour  at 
Bith-Eafton  be  it  feoken,  would  have  fuifered  no  diminution. 

Our  inftances  of  the  remaining  faults  with  which  we  have 
charged  Mr.  Pratt,  fliall  be  fele^led  from  the  other  poems, 
which  acquired  hini  the  garland  of  fame  at  the  f^me  villa.*— 

income  tmmhers^ 

*  Or  night'Unfin^  Voung^  whofe  folemn  harp 
Sounded  a  requiem  to  the  flieeted  ghofts 

Of  pale  Philander  and  of  NarciiTa  fair.' 

VuJgariJms,  in  the  fame  poem,  where  they  are  by  no  means 
fcattered  with  a  fparing  hand  ;  for  there  we  meet  with  a  '  fu« 
tiotis  fatal  form  leaning  over  a  chair-— a/rf//f^vi{lim—«a  wiid! 
ipark—* and  a 

'  Young  gamefm^  fair*one,— -(he  whofe  hand 
Pats  the  (leek  face  of  yonder  filken  fool, 
.    Ton  emmet  in  embroidery.*— 
•-~  •  hind  foul  l^^t  iafs  his  cheek^^ 
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Another  lady  is  introduced,  of  a  different  charafter  fjmtti  tkU 
yielding  faih  fth!^.    '   .  -  :    .  • 

*  Good  heaven  !  whal  rufi^9g  rapid Jb(  is  Aiti* .. 
She  wins  money  at  play  ;•  and  * 

*  Sweep's  thro*  the  rooms,  ah^  cries  onl  viaory  1* 

But  '  indignant' fortune  fhifu*,*^ihc  f  lofes  tlw  Gim^iid:or*$ 
pride,  and //«^/ to  bed.*  ^.      . 

Defe^i'9B^rhymtr.  n 

•     ^  Thef*darkhefs  vlfible^'of^^'tu* 
. '    '  Dimly  proclaims  the  dubious  >7»^«/ 

^  ThofewUh  no  variation  in  the  found. 

:.  '',^i}^^.^^?  ^^^  hangs  heavy  on  u^, 
.,    Splpifdaining  to  fliine  ^a«j.' 

Tbofe  yjiic^.-dp  nqt  rhyme,  at  all. 

*  When  the  conquering  car^  I  licUlt 
Smzvx  I  ;J>row.k  on  the  ioard.* 

Ahfolutt  iumfinfi^'i^Ql  this  the  Qdi  to.tkf  Sun  aiford^  snan/ 
.eicainples.  Orre,  however,  wiH  fervc  to  ihew,  that  the^il- 
.^Kstndy  of  the  fubxe£i  has  not  tended  to  diflipate  the  obfcurit/ 
of  the  author's  id«as. 

*  When  bdi-fting  fbl-th  from  fealing  night, 
•     The  iwfant*s^ye  firft  feels  the.Ji^ty 

Uncertain  is  its  day ;  ^ 

SonV^hvoion  frofl  may  ka^y  come, 
.'*    .    jAhd'drop  it  in  th?  oblivious  tomb,*  .    .. 

.      '    .     .  To  quench  its  ihort-Iiv'd  ray.*  *      , 

Can  any  thing  like  fenfe  be  extr^^led  fro|n  the  day ^^ an  p^, 
'iurfiing  frdm  nigH, -und •  human  fr((^  coming  accidenlalJyy  and 

*  ^dropping  it  in  a4»mb  to  quench  f/ /!-i^Twd^ith.  a  hajrve^,that 

*  lias  T^fFdfded  Aothing  but  tares,'and  pf  which  a,  coniider^Ie 
"  glfcffnin%  is  Hill  J«eit  in  thci  feme  pfodjud^Jvc  iield^,  yclofj^d 

Prize  Poems,  we  gladly  relinquish  the  <iefperatehook^  and 
to  put  the  reader  as  Welles  ourfeJves,4n  better  humou^,  for  our 
late  extradis,  if.  he  is  *  fmit;  wjth  the  love  of  facred  fong,* 
cannot  contribute  to  fweeicn.  hia  fe«aper,  we  (hall  quote  a  paf- 
*fag«  of  a  very -different  complexion.  It  is  the  opening  of  a 
•Jidein.  addreffed  to  the  prince  of  Wales :  the  whole,  with  » 
'  i^ew  trifling  cx<icptjons,. is  written  in  the  fame  manner. 

*  While  blefs'd  with  infant  innocence  and  truths 
Thofe  fair-anewdants  of  ingenious  youth, 
While  yet  in  embrio  each  idea  lies. 
And  in  the  foul  her  opening  pafilons  rife ; 
While  dawnitig  reafon  ripens  in  her  mioe. 
And  all  the  fenfes  bow  at  nature's  ihrine  \ 

Amidft 
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^.Q^i^  die  panties  of  fuperior  wealthy  ... 
Ti^  jcffs  which  flow.  O'om  forth nc  and  from  healtll ; 
While  crowds  obfpqiiiouf  on  thy  beck  attend,    ' 
And  a  fr,ee  people,  frauj;ht  <Ckh  incenfe,  bend  ; 
WhUc  cpqrtjy  Adulation, 'ftilft  and  dear,       .     -     .,       l 
Pours  hftx  delicioas  poifon  in  thin«  ear  ; 
While  lefvile  bards,  in  metdeni^ty  prai^,  \  • 

The  honied  period  t4»n  a  tbou£ind.wayt«  • 
Surrounded  thus  by  all  that  can  infpire,      ^   •    ^      « 
Blifs,.pdffioni  pliiftirc^  fjipHc^  and  dcfire»  .  .^  , 
.  -     Qotet:tfe,fi5e^*bQrii  Mufe,.  with  loyal  zeal,     '." 
JB[)Uly.ikd#ne  vAat  flatter^s  wou'd  conceal  !* 
The  two  laft  volanes  are  compofed^f  Moral  Tales*  andEfljiys 
on  various  fulgefts.  The  latter,- -though  by  no  means  icmark- 
'fble  for  depth  of*  reaibn,  or'vigbur  of  fentiment>  are  not  de- 
ficient in  eafe  and  perfpicuity,  'There  is  commonly  a  pl^afing 
vivacity,  ibqietlipes  a  little  daflied  with  affeSation,  tn  Mf. 
.PraU's  mpdc  pf  tellii^  a  ftory.     That  of  *  the  Dog  in  th'e 
•.Toi^bs,'  "whifth  is  .given  fqr  u^,.  is  cxceedijigly  remarkable, 
And  d^fenrcs  further  at^eotipn^  (f  i|)e,  ftyle  in  which  it  is  nar- 
iratod  had  beea  more.  Ample,'  it  wy^X^  )iave  beei)  more  afTed- 
ing.  This  obfemtion  might  be  i^pplied  to  m^ny  pf  the  Tale&  : 
they  are,  however,  not  doditute  ai  merit-;  and  the  youngor 
mind  particularly,    from  their  perUffal,  saay  reap  ioStuAioa 
«nd  amusement. 


-Phihjapiical  ftanfaSiom  tf  tU  Roj^I  Soaety  of  L^juhn,     Fol, 
LXXF.  For  t^eTeariyS^,  Pari  L  ^0.  ys.^d.  L.  Payis. 

'T^HJS  p^irt  of  the  anixi^al  volume  ia  in  many  refpefts  im- 
^  portant ;  but  the  value  of  the  papers  will  more  folly  ap-. 
^pear  from  the  analyfis,  than  from  any  general  introdudlory 
obfervations,  ,      " 

Article  I.  ^n  Account  of  a,n  artificial  Spring.  By  Erafmds 
Darwin,  M.  D.  F,  R.  S. — This  article  evinces  the  author's 
judgm«rnt  and  ingenuity.  The  water  in  his  well  was  impure; 
but  in  i^c  i^eighbourhood,  on  higher  ground,  it  was  remark- 
ably good.  Dr.  Darwin,  therefore,  bored  through  the  bed  of 
marie,  under  which  the  old  water  arofe,  and  arrived  at  a  lowep 
Uratqm,  from  whence  iiTaed  a  fpring  refembling  that  in  tho 
neighbourhood.  The  mephanical  contrivances  to  prevent  tho 
.impure  water  from  debafmg  the  inferior  fpnng,  cannot  eafily 
be  abridged ;  but  they  are  iimple,  ingenious,  and  were  com^ 
,pletely  effe^ual.  The  re^fo.ning  too  is  jull  and  accurate. 

Art.  II.  An  Account  of  an  Englifh  Bird  of  the  Genu5 
JVl^^t^cilfa^  fuppofed  to  be  hitherto  unnoticed  by  Britiih  Orni- 

E  4.  tllplogift?^ 
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tholo^fts*  By  the  Rev.  John  Lightfoot,  M.A.  F.  R.  S.-^ 
TKi$  appears  to  be  a  new  fpecx^s  of  motacilla,  and  is  very  ac, 
4Corately  drfcji^cd  by  Mr.  Li^htfoot,  under  the  name  of  m^ 
^mindinaoea.  The  tardus  arundinaceus  minimus  of  Sepp. 
very  much  lefemble^  this  bfrd,  and  i?  probably  the  fame ; 
though,  as  it  is  iJl-cploure4>  afni  not  very  aGcuratefy  defcribed, 
jTome  little  diffewnces  are  obfervablp.  The  Ib:u6lttrc  pf  it^ 
jseft  is  curiouif. 

<  But  to  return  to  the  neft  I  wa?  gbing  to  defcribe.  It  i$  com- 
pofed  extenjaUy  of  dry  ftalks  of  grafs,  lined,  for  t^e  mollparti 
with  the  flowery  tufts  of  the  common  reed,  oi'arando  vallacoria, 
faii  fometiines  with  fmall  dead  graiTes,  »nd  a  few  black  horfe^hairs 
to  cdvjsr  them*  This  neft  is  tifually  found  fufpended  or  fafteqej 
4>D,  like  a  haipmock,  between  tbre^ror  four  (talks  pf  reeds,  bc- 
)ow  the  panicles  of  flowers,  in  fuch  a  li^^nner  ;hat  the  fialks  run 
through  th?  fides  o^  tjie  nells  at  nearly  equal  diflances ;  or,  tq 
ipea^  ippre  properly,  the  neft  is  tied  bn  tp  the  reeds  with  dead 

Srafs,  and  fometiroes  (as  being  more  cligiBle  when  it  can  be 
ad)  eyen  jyith  thread  and  pack-thread,  emulating  the  work  of 
a  fempilrefi,  as  was  the  cafe  of  the  neft  exhibited  in  the  dramm- 
ing. The  bird,  hpw^ver,  -though  generally,  docs  not  always 
Confine'herlJiuildingtb'thefqppQrt  of  reeds;  fom^ime»  Qie  jfixcf 
it  on  to  the  branches  of  f  he  water-fiQck  |  and^  in  qne  i^flanc^ 
only  (that  here  delineated),  it  was  found  fafl^ned  to  the  trifurr 
cated  branch  of  of  a  fyringa  bufit,  or  philaldelphus,  growing 
in  a  garden  hedge  by  the  river  fide.' 

This  little  bird  Is  not  very  frequent,  but  fecms  not  to  be 
confined  tp  one  part  of  England  t>n1y ;  it  is  probably,  how- 
ever, niigratory.  i'  / 

Art.  in.  Aa  Account  of  Mo^-ne  Garou,  a  Mountain  lt| 
the  Iflan^  of  St.  Vincent,  with  a  Defcription  of  the  Volcano 

Sn  its  ^ummij.  By  Mr.  James  Andcrfon,  Surgeon. — The 
eadinefs  and  refolution  with  which  our  traveller  cohquere<i 
the  ob(lacles  to  his  expedition,  are  commendable ;  and  he  was 
rewarded  by  a  fingular,  and,  to  a  philqfophic  eye,  a  curious 
ifight.  Biit  volcano's  haye])een  often  defcribed  ;  and  this,  in  Su 
Vincent,  affords  nothing  very  fingular.  'f'l^ough  many  'of  tlvft 
Antilles  are  the  hills  of  an  inundated  continent,'fome  of  them 
are  undoubtedly  volcanic/  St.  Vincent  and'St.  Lucia  are 

|)oth  fo.   '      '         

Art.  IV.  A  Supplement  to  the  Third  P^t  pf  th??  Paper  on 
the  Summation  oif  Inrin^te  Series,  in  the  Philofophical  Tranf-^ 
adlions  for  lySz.  By  the  Rev.  S.  Vincc,  M.  A.-^Thii  article 
is  incapable  of  abridgement. 

Art,  V.  Defcription  of  a  Plant  yielding  Afa  foetida.  By 
John  Hope,  M.D.  F.  R.  S.— The  induflry  of  Dr.  Hope  is 
well  known ;  and  the  medical  world  are  much  obliged  to  him^' 

'•■■'■'■•■'■  •■■■ ■  ■ ,    ■  '    ■■  •(«? 
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for  the  very  exa£t  and  valuable  defcription  of  the  ferala  afa  faoA^  ^ 
<la.  Dr.  Hope  obferves,  that  ELaempfer's  defcription  diiFers  Froot 
the  appearance  of  the  plant,  in  his  botanical  garden ;  ai|d  the 
preiident^  in  defence  of  Kzmpfer,  alledget  that  the  Perfi^a 
plant  may  have  been  a  difFerent  fpecies  from  that  at  £diB- 
burgh,  £nce  Ksempfer's  accuracy  has  not  hitherto  been  im* 
peached.  The  leaf  only  is  different,  the  kind  of  the  vmbeL 
is  the  fame ;  and  Katmpfer  has  exprefsly  told  us,  that  he  hai 
j^ot  feen  it  in  flower.  (Vide  Amsnitates  £xodC9  Fafc*  IIJL 
p.  538).  Thefe  circumftances,  in  cur  opinion,  fully  juftify 
the  fufpicion  of  the  learned  prefident.  Dr,  tiofc  received  St 
from  Dr.  Guthrie,  at  Pctcrfburgh.  Every  part  of  the  plant 
pours  out  a  rich  milky  juice  ;  and  the  fmell  of  garlick  is  fea- 
^\t  at  the  diftance  of  feveral  feet.  It  grows  in  the  open  air 
without  protection,  and  may  be  a  valuable  objedl  fi  com- 
merce. 

Art.  VI.  Catalogue  of  Double  Stars.  By  William  Herfchd. 
F.  R.  S. — This  is  a  nark  of  the  great  attention,  and  afbnlfli- 
ing  addrefs  of  Mr.  Herfchel,  as  an  obferver.  The  double 
fiars  are  divided  into  fix  clafles* 

Art.  VII.  Obfervations  of  a  new  variable  Star.  By  Edward 
Pigott,  ^fq. — The  variable  ftar,  which  is  the  fubje£t  of  this 
paper,  is  the  n  Antinoi.    Its  period  is  7  days,  4^.  38^. 

^  Hitherto  the  opinion  of  aftronomers  concerning  the  changes 
of  Algol's  lt|ht  feem  to  be  ver^  unfettled;  at  leaft  none  are 
iiniver(aU)r  adopted,  though  vanous  are  the  hypothefes  to  ac* 
Count  for  it ;'  fuch,  as  fuppofing  the  liar  of  fome  other  than  a 
fpherical  form,  or  a  laree  body  revolving  round  it,  or  with  fe- 
"  yeral  dark  fpots  or  fmalT  bright  ones  on  its  furface,  alio  giving 
an  inclination  to  its  axis,  &c.  though  moSi  of  theie  conjedurea 
ivitb  regard  to  Algol  be  attended  with  difficulties,  fome  of  them 
combined  do,  I  think,  account  for  the  variation  of  si  Antinoi.* 

The  methods  of  fixing,  with  more  exa&nefs  than  ufual^  the 
magnitude  of  fiars,  are  very  ingenious  ;  jbut  we  fear  they  caa- 
pot  be  pradifed  with  fuccefs.  We  fee  feveral  obftades  to 
fhem^  befides  thofe  mentioned  by  Mr.  Pigott. 

Art.  VlII.  Agronomical  Obfervations.  By  M.  Francis  de 
Zach.— Thefe  obfervations  relate  to  an  eclipfe  of  the  moon^ 
on  March  i3,  1783,  to  the  vernal  equinox,  Jupiter's  fatel- 
iites,  and  to  a  problem  that  occurs  in  computing  the  orbits  of 
4Comets.  To  thefe  are  added,  fome  obfervations  on  the  traniit 
isS  Mercury,  November  12,  1783.  It  is  notpoifible  to  abridge 
obfervations  oJF  this  kind,  for  any  purpofe  of  informatioo. 
AVe  fhall  only  add,  from  the  lad  fubjed,  that  the  diameter  of 
Mercury,  when  over  the  fun^  feemed  to  be  Z'\  137,  €ertaial|r 
jcfs  than  9":  it  is  nfuaUy  reckoned  12". 

'     /  Art^IX. 
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Art.  IX.  Obfervations  of  a  heW  variable  Star*  By  John 
Gtfcwfekke,  Rrtj.— Anothea-^vartable  ftar.  This  is  g  Lyrae, 
and  its  period  is^  faid  to  be  twelve  days,  nineteen  bour^.  Prom 
the  pttii^cblar  ebfervacioiijjr  it  appears  fomewbat  1^* 

'  ♦  As'/?Lyr2e  is  a  quadruped  Nftar,  N^  3,  of  Mr,  Herfcbel's 
fifth  dafecJp  double  ftars*  I  was  defirous  to  fee  if  any  of  the 
fmail  ftars  ticar  it  vvoa!d  be  atfefted  by  rtsdi/Ferent  diang^ft  ; 
but  tbey  feemed  not  to  fo^r  ^any  al'eei^ti^n,  €ith«^wheo  it  was 
aft'ins  ifreacfift  or  at  its  leaft  brigbcne^.  I  attended  to  this  the 
nbre  pdrtkaiarly  hecaufe  the  io^  of  the  'ftar's  light  utas  v^ry 
ooafid^raUc^  ^flM'th:e  piiasmo^epofi  ittvaAd  to  be  occafioi^d  by 
a  r^^tatlon  onibe  flares  axis,  under  a  fappoEtioti  that  ther^  are 
^£ral  large,  dark  fpots  upon  its  body,  aud  that  its  axis  is  in^ 
clined  to  the  earth's  orbir.' 

Art*  X-  On  Uie  Motion  of  Bodies  affeSed  by  I^ri^ion,  By 
the  Rev?^  S*  Vinoej  A*  M-— "JRhe  ab^eft  of  ^is  vecy  ingeniott* 
author  was  to  determine 

.» *  I  ft,  ^1vm«tl*ir  ^riliiorbc  a  iM>iformfy  •JsetanKiig  forte* 
*d6dly,  Tiie'<|«ifti«ity  of  friaibn;  i 

.•.^y^.Whether  chc  friitioa  vaHes  in  proportion  ^llwi.pwf* 
lure  or  weight. 

^  >^^thjy^-  Wither  the  friftiQn  b^  ^  iiuie  on  wbkli-pQ^f  of 
its  fuffaces  a  bojdy  moves.* 

It  h  weU  Jcnown  how  nkucbipJiiloibph^jrs  Mv4^  differed  on 
this  fubje^l,  and  experiments  bWfs  beenicarcelj  more  f^yoJu-' 
£ve.  Thofe  pf  Mr,  Yince  ,ai%  )efs  exception  able  tb^n  n»ai^y 
oibon,  4bo«igb  (b^ne  do«bts  aiAy  ilill  bie  mi^.  They  are« 
Jbowever;  iikconfideiabic  4  mtid  bis  fsoiucIttfiQflis  sngy  {>e  fafely 
looked  'D'n  •  aa  ft  very  sear  appfloxbmatkai  to  tT« th .  In  the  firi 
CJEipiet&ilieiKs  it  was  fokmd,  that  in  baisi  bodies,  iifkUoti  really 
*va3  an  titrtfarmly  retarding  force;  W!\en  the  bodies  we««  co- 
hered ^ith  doth,  woollen,  &c.  the  retarding  force  increafeii 
witti  the  velocity  ;  when  covered  witb  paper,  it  wis  again 
tntifbrni.  Prom  th«  rverft  of  thefe  experiments,  ^Att  q^^ntitj 
*of fi-Xftionis-eaiily  dttcrmined  by  the  laws^f  t3(ioiion. 
*  Todetetmine  rhe'riiird^qucftion,  fhe  experiments; are  very 
properly  di retted,  end  it  appears  v^ry  conclddvely,  -that  thi 
^amSty  t)f  fridlron  increafcs  in  a  lefs  ratio  than'riie  qtiantity 
t>f  matter,  'or^ci^t  ictf  the  'body.  This  determihation  en- 
.^tirdy*decil!trs'><lfc:iaft  qncftion  ;  for  if-  th€  quantity  of  fr^iol^ 
•^titreafesTn  allrfsTatiothan  the  weight;  tbcre  muft  be -lefs  fpi<* 
4ion'on  any-)jiven  portion  of  the  fmaller  forface.  But,  as  this 
^irftlkm^asverydrfferent  from  thatgencrally  received,  it  was 
.•ptit  tothe  teft  Ofexpcrimenf;  and 'it  appears  vei*y  clearly'thar,^ 
*wiHi  a-given  weight,' the  finalliift  furface  has  thele^ft  fn€lioi\. 
'Wr.  Yinccv  thence  ihews  the  fallacy  of  his  jpr^dcWfTors'  experi-^ 
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ttkeiirts;  ami,  as  the  proportioAal  increafe  of  fri&ion,  to  the 
increafe  of  weight,  vas  differenC  in  differeat;  bodies,  he  pur* 
pofes  to  examine  the  fubjeft  by  future  experiments,  to  deter- 
mine tie  lki^<f(  the  increafe.  The  paper  condudes  widi  five 
propoiitions  to  eftabliih  k  tbetipy  on  the  former  prtnciplui 
Even  to  mention  thefe  more  generally,  would  lead  us  too  far« 


FOREIGN    ARTltlLES. 

Hijoire  di  PAcaiismie  Reyale  del  Scienct%  Jfnhet  ifti^  ai/$i  im 
Memoir ef  de  Mecthematique  &  dt  Ph^fi^ue  pour  Ui  tnimi  AiUlU^ 
Par  15^  4^^.1734. 

AS  we  have  lately  added  to  our  Journal  an  accouftt  of  th^ 
.more  remarkable  and  ufeful  foreign  publications^  it  wontt 
be  tbexcufable  if  we  omitted  the  public  tranfadions  of  the 
Koyal  Academy^  and  the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine.  'Tite 
pbjed  of  the  former  inftitution  is  well  known  ;  and  thoagh  ^ 
now  again  refume  it,  after  a  long  feries  of  fucceflive  p^blici- 
^ions,  yet  we  need  not  go  back  to  explain  jts  origin,  or  to 
trace  its  progrefs.  We  purpofe  to  follow  the  academy  in  their 
enfuiBg  volumes ;  and  where  it  may  be  neceiTary,  ihall  explaat 
Any  particular  fubjefi,  by  an  account  of  what  has  been  done  in 
the  JFormer  parts  of  this  extenfive  feries.  The  volume  befote 
us  is  not  the  lalt;  but  accounts  only  of  that  publiHied  about  y 
inoiith  iince,  have  reached  England.  Wc  Ihall  not  fail  to 
attend  to  it  as  fpon  as  we  receive  it*  . 

Jn  the  department  of  General  Phyfjcs,  the  firft  article  is  By 
M»  Tillet,  on  the  pr<w)rtional  Prices  of  Wheat,  Meal,  arid 
j}rje;ad.  This  ful^je^t  indeed  belongs  rather  to  ceconomics  thaa 
tophyfics;  and  we  need  not  enlarge  on  it,  becaufe  thougk 
fome  of  the  fad^s  may  be  applied  generally,  yet  a  great  part  6f 
^he  memoir  is  local. 

The  fecond  effay,  on  the  Compari(bn  of  Comliullibles,  It 
nearly  of  the  fame  kind  ;  but  it  is  the  work  of  Mr.  LaVolfidr^ 
and  deferves  attendon.    He  exaniined  the  licat  produced,  hy 

.  the  time  which  4 given  quantity  of  aoy  combufiible  woulld  fup« 
port  the  ebullition  of  a  given  quantity  of  water,  to  t^ich 
frefii  water  was  continually  added,  to  fupply  what  was  loft  by 

.  evaporation;  or,  fecpndly,  by  the  quantity  of  the  combuftib)^ 
.employed.  '  Each  method  produced  the  fame  refults:  fofil 
charcoal  was  the  (tfongeft,  charred  wood  next  \\l  order,  and 
^n  wood  Itfelf. 

The  date  of  every  bod)^,  with  reipe6k  to  its  principte,  !• 
attended  with  a  change  of  its  fiate  of  temperature  and  eldSti* 
city.  In  feparating  inflafomable  and  nitrous  air  from  niefdft 
i^nd  fixed  air  from  chalky  the  remainder  acquires  a  vtryf^n- 
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SUe  begatfve  elc^iicirj.  Water  ?ii  eTacrbration  is  dlmoil  af- 
wa}F»  jM)^dTe»  This  is  tlie  My  memoir  on  the  fabje^  of 
«lc£bridty«  '    : 

In  I^cin^  pttbHc  theatres,  Mr»  LavolQer  recommends  clip- 
tkai  reverberators  in  the  cieHng,  that  no  light  may  be  loil^ 
apd  tbe  vievir  of  the  dage  sot  inipeded. 

In  Avatocny,  the  firll  memoir,  ,by  Mr.  Vicq  d'Azyr,  coo- 
taiQS  a  deferiptioff  of  the  bram,  (pinal  marrow,  and  origin  af 
the  acrrcsj  in  man.  This  will  be  a  mod  important  work  :  it 
i»  now  only  begun,  and  is  illuftrated  by  plate«  ;  but  it  cannot 
be  abrid|^«  In  the  futur?  Numbers,  the  brains. of  difFerent 
animals  will  be  dcifcribei*  In  Itafy,  confumptions  are  cdnfidered 
-m  ijait^eu^  and  no  body,  to  whom  this  difeafe  has  proved 
;&tsl^  IS  allowed  to  be  di^e^ted  in  the  public  fchools.  Mr. 
Portal^  with  much  reafon,  oppofes  this  opinion,  and  contends^ 
tbat  the  complaiot  is  rather  hereditary  than  infedious.  He 
loaiijes  a  diftin^tion  between  accidental  and  hereditary  phthifs, 
which  we  believe  to  be  juft  :  in  the  firft  the  bronchia!  glands 
aiC' primarily  affcfted,  and  the  pulmonary  ones  in  confcquence': 

.  the  hereditary  phthi fis  probably  ftrft  appears  with  an  afFedion 
of  the  glands  of  the  lungs.  The  fame  author  oppofes  the 
nfnal  diftin^Hon  of  apoplexy  into  fanguJne  and  ferous.  He 
▼cry  properly  «rges  phyficians  to  overbok:  it,  and  treat  the 
fstient  according  to  the  circumdances  in  which  they  find  him. 
On  the  Natural  Hi^ory  of  Animals,  M.  Daubenton  defcribcs 

,  tbe  trachea  arteria  of  birds.  This  memoir  we  have  already 
jtoticed  in  our  review' of  Mr.  L^ham's  Synopfis.  In  the  fwan 
the  trachea  pafies  through  the  f^ernum ;  in  cranes  it  rifes,  and 
is  turned  back  through  this  bone  twice,  fo  that  it  has  four 
cnrratores.  In  the  Paragua,  an  American  bird,  it  paflcs  through 
the  whole  length  of  the  fternum,  and  rifes  to  the  top  of  it 
again^  before  it  paCes  into  the  lungs.  In  the  flone«bird,  fo 
called  from  a  hard  excrefcence  at  the  beginning  of  its  beak 
(the  cufhew  bird  of  Edwards)'  the  trachea  rifes  and  finks  twice 
on  the  ontfide  of  the  fame  bone.    This  configuration  is  not  to 

^affift  the  voice,  for  herons  and  cranes  are  not  remarkable  in 
this  refpeft ;  it  is  not  to  facilitate  their  diving,  for  the  ibne<- 
bird  never  dives.  We  muft  wait  for  the  explanation,  till  We 
jfcave  received  more  obfervations  on  the  fubje6t. 

In  the  Botanical  department,  Meflrs.  Fongeronx  and  Da?u^ 
benton  correct  a  common  error,  that  fome  rtry  old  timber  work 
IS  formed  of  chefnct,  which  was  on  that  account  fappofed  to 
be  formerly  more  common  than  at  prefent,  as  well  as  larger. 
They  ihow,  that  it  is  compofed  of  a  peculiar  fpecies  of  oak,^ 
Tery  hard,  durable,  and  uncommon,  but  of  (low 'growth. 

In  Mineralogy,  Mr.  Gentil  gives  the  obfervatiohs  foggefted 
by  long  jdttrneys  and  exten five  obfervatiohs^  on  the  formation 
of  mountains.  The  principal  novelty,  in  this  memoir,  is,  that 
correfponding  angles  between  two  neighboux'ing  mountains  are 
ni^ver  fouAd,  but  where  the  valley  feems  to  have  been  formed 
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by  the  oourfe  of  a  river.  The  indination  of  the  ftrata,  he 
tells  us,  is  ibmetimes  io  regular,  that  it  may  be  employed  to 
xneafure  the  height  of  the  mountain  with  tolerable  exadiie6«       i 

The  next  inemoir  contains  the  obfervations  on  mines  of  coal 
inflamed  by  accident,  by  the  imprudence  of  the  miners,  or 
heat  raifed  by  (pontaneous  fermentation.  The  author  deftxibcj  • 
feveral  of  thefe,  which  burp  as  long  as  any  fuel  remains. 
When  a  brook  has  been  conduced  into  the  mine,  to  extinguiih 
the  fire,  whofe  heat  h  very  fenfible  on  the  furface,  it  occaiions 
a  little  eruption,  the  nature  of  which  we  now  very  well  ua« 
deriland,  and  ihall  explain  in  another  part  of  this  article., 

Some  Mi  feel  Ian  epus  obfervations  follow.  The  lirft  is  oa 
calces  of  iron,  found  in  the  fchiHus  that  lies  over  coaL  The/ 
reiemble  precipitations  of  that  metal  by  acids,  and  one,  pro- 
duced by  M,  Sage,  was  like  the  precipitate  obtained  by  the  fac-* 
charine.  The  fecond  relates  to  the  means  of  making  foetid 
bitumens  aromatic:  afpbaltum,  expofed  to  a  Urong  fun,  in  a 
clofe  velTel  (we  fuppofe  of  glafs),  refemblcs  in  its  odour  ben- 
zoin. In  the  la&  volume,  M.  Fougeroux  defcribed  fulphor 
found  in  the  rakings  near  the  gate  Saint  Antoine:  the  gronnd 
was  that  on  which  a  (laugh ter-houfe  formerly  iiood;  M«  Mo- 
rand  found  the  fame  in  the  ruins  of  a  houfe  fituated  near  an 
old  fewer. 

The  avent urine,  in  M«  Sage^s  opinion,  is  a  kind  of  quartz. 
It  is  chieBy  made  op  of  fmall  grains  of  this  ilone,  and  to  ic 
owes  its  peculiar  property,  Whic^  is  found  too  in  fome  fpecies 
of  feld-fpath.  M.  Paubenton  thinks  that  the  ftone,  formerly' 
called  aventurine,  was  rather  of  the  latter  fpecies. 

The  Chemicisd  part  of  this  volume  is  very  interefting,  and  we 
have  often  had  occaifion  to  hint  at  it ;  we  muft  therefore  reft 
on  it  with  nnufual  care.  In  the  firtt  article,  •  On  Vegetable 
Analyfis,*  count  de  MiUi  explains  the  method  by  which  he  in- 
tends to  analyfe  vegetable  fubHances,  and  afterwards  to  extend 
it  to  the  animal  kingdom.  There  is  a  candour  and  generofity 
in  his  condudt  in  explaining  the  method;  which  (hews  that  he 
is  more  folicicous  for  the  advantage  of  fcience  than  for  the  ho* 
soar  of  difcovery.  He  now  only  explains  his  apparatus,  and 
may  be  followed  by  chemifts  of  different,  nations.  We  lately^ 
in  our  review  of  Fourcroy's  Lectures,  mentioned  how  little  we 
were  really  acquainted  with  animsU  fabftances ;  but  we  recom« 
mended  an  attention  to  the  fpontaneous  changes,  and  an  exa« 
mination  of  the  diiFerent  parts,  rather  than  to  the  m6re  violent 
feparation  by  ineans  pfheat:  we  know  that  in  this  field  a  rich 
harveft  of  difcovery  may  be  reaped.  The  count's  plan  is  not, 
however,  very  different.  He  employs  a  lamp  furnace,  by 
which  he  gives  the  fubdance  to  be  examined  a  conftant  hear, 
from  the  temperature  of  the  air  to  that  of  boiling  water.  The 
degree  is  kt^own  by  the  number  of  threads  in  the  wick,  which 
inuil  be  near^  but  not  very  exa^Iy  reach  to  the  truth*  tn  this 
apparatHs  the  fubfiances  uoderwenc  the  different  iermentationr; 

a  part 
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a  part  of  each,  in  its  different  ilates,  is  diftillecl  by  a  given 
kpat;  and  the  Drodu£b  of  this  heat  are  feparated  by  properly' 
topping  the  dillillation*    This  method  has  obvioufly  many  ad-  * 
vantages,  and  it  is  faid  to  be  even  fupcrior  to  M .  Target's,  by 
which  the  volatile  principles  are  feparated  without  any^  or^  at 
saqftt  very  little  alteration  of  the  remainder* 

The  mem(ur$  which  Follows  in  the  hidorical  part,  for  it  muft 
be  nnderftood  that  the  order  of  the  memoirs  th^mielvei  differs, 
is  ^ba't  of  MeiTrs.  Lavoiiier  and  Meunier,  on  the  Decompo^ 
f^tion  of  Water.  In  our  Fifty-eighth  Volume,  pages  250  and 
414,  we  gave  a  difiinft  and  copious  account  of  the  labours  of 
Mr.  Cavendiih  and  Mr.  Watt,  who  preceded  M.  Lavoifier  in' 
this  difcovery.  We  muft  not  now  repeat  it,  but  refer  to 
thefe  articles  for  what  has  been  done  in  England.  They 
ppen  as  extenfive  pro(pe£l,  beautifully  adorned,  and  views 
that  Newton  never  gueflcd  at.  M.  Lavoifier  found  that  the 
water  arifing  from  the  combuflion  of  pure  ^nd  inflammable 
air  was  equal  in  weight  to  the  airs  empfoved :  in  this  inilance 
he  was  more  fuccefsful  than^Mr.  Cavendim  ;  for  in  his  experi- 
ment four-iifths  of  the  pure  air  remained.  In  many  other 
trials  fometking  fimilar  occurred :  when*  for  inftance,  filings  of 
ftecl,  mixed  with  water,  were  put  under  aglafs,  on  a  furface 
of  mercury,  a  confidcraBle  quantity  of  inflammable  air  was 
produced  ;  the  ileel  was  increafed  in  weight,  and  the  water  di- 
miniihcd  in  quantity.  We  need  not  explain  thefe  appearances 
to  chemifts,  who  will  immediately  fee  reafon  to  fulpedl  that 
the  inflammable  air  was  produced  from  the  water*  We  ihall 
menuoh  that  water  is  produced  in  Dr.  Prieflley*s  experiment 
of  reviving  calces  of  metals  by  inflammable  air.  All  the  fame 
<fie6b,  though  lefs  completely,  we  are  informed  follow  the 
redu£tion  of  metals  in  vitriolic  acid  air. 

It  is  obferved,  that  aerollatic  machines,  and  reflections  on  the 
means  of  fupplying  them  with  inflammable  air,  firil  fuggeded 
ihe  principal  experiment  of  thefe  chemifts.  We  will  now  owa 
pur  obligations  to  them.  Water  felF  by  drops  from  a  funhel 
pn  a  gun  barrel  heat^^  red-hot,  and  kept  in  that  flate  by  a 
^onflaht  fire ;  the  cQnfequehce  was,  a  copious  produ<^ion  of  in- 
fitmmabte  airl  The  infide  of  the  gun  w;as  lined  with  a  blfek 
guttering  fubftance,  not  nialleable,  which,  when  reduced  to 
powder,  appeared  a  true  martial  a&thiops.  But  this  Was  not 
j^cient :  m*  Lavoifier  wanted  to  know  the  weight  pf  the  water 
Jivhtch  was  lofl  in  the  experiment,  that  of  the  inflammable  air, 
and  the  increafe  of  weight  in  the  gun  barrel.  The  fum  of 
thefe  ought  to  be  equal  to  the  weight  of  the  water  employed, 
^efides,  the  external  part*  of  the  barrel  might  have  been  c^- 
ici'ned,  and  they  could  not  be  tdo  exa^t.  They  then  tried  to 
^xtinguifh  red-hot  metals  in  water,  and  to  preferve  the  air; 
In  this  way  they  found  inflammable  ^r  produced  only  by  iroii 
and  zinc,  the  only  metials  which  furnifii  it  in  folution  with 
4icidsi«    A  copper  tube  was  therefpre  lifed  inficad  of  the  iroa 
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©nt,  ah«3  pieces  of  iron,  weighed  with  the  gmsateft  exadnefs^ 
pm  into  it.  When  the  experiment  wa»  tried  with  thefe  v«* 
riatidns,  ami  allowance  made  for  the  water  whkh  6fbapc(it 
the  weight  of  ihfianrmiahle  air,  added  to  she  iacraafe  of  the ' 
^dght  of  the  irotty  was  exaAty  equal  to  that  of  the  water .orU 
gin  ally  added  • 

This  theory,  he  obferves,  explains  maty  iBifona&t  phcsno-  , 
jfii^na.  '  Vegetables,  nom-ifhed  with  water,  breathe  Miui  air; 
the  inflammable  part  of  the  water  is  preserved,  and  gives  co«. 
lour  and  ihfiammabiiity  to  the  plaftt^  We  may  add,  that  fitkly 
vegetables  are  yellow,  and  thefeafe  exprefsly  found  to  produce  > 
pblogifiicated  air*  In  burning  fpirit  of  wiae,  it  is  obferved^^ 
that  we  caa  coileft  a  greater  quantity  of  water  than  we  lofe  of 
fpirit ;  that  is,  if  two  ounces  of  fpirit  are  burned,  and  half  an 
ounce  bhfy  i^ifiains,  more  than  an  ounce  and  half  of  water 
may  be  coHe^t^sd.  This  water,  our  author  thinks,  arises  ftont 
the  union  of  pure  air,  which  ferves  for  the  barning,-  waited  to 
the  in5a0H¥la|]4e  air  of  the  fpirit*  *  We  may  fuppofe  chen, 
that  in  the  fpirituous  fermentation  of  a  folution  of  fugar  ia 
water,  the  vital  air,  one  of  the  component  parts  of  the  water» 
uniting  with  the  coaly  matter  (we  fhould  call  it  phlodlilic)  of 
rile  Aigar,  forms  the  £xed  air,  which  iifues  fo  abundaatly  frpnt 
the  fermenting  matter;  while  the  inflammable  air,  wuH  the 
faai'e  priaciples,  Ibrms  ipiriu  In  fa£^,  we  find  that,  fpirit  of 
wine  in  btll«i||g,  and  confequently  combining  with  ipure  air^ 
prodaces  filced  air ;  a  proof  that  it  contains  the  fame  lubibnce 
which  in  She  fagar  contribated  to  form  the  fame  acid.* 

We  have  gireathefie experiments  at  fome  length :  though  we 
think  the  concluftons  highly  probable,  fomething  is  yet  neaef- 
fary  to  be  added*  Some  of  the  doubts,  which  might  have 
arifen,  are,  we  think,  obviated  by  Mr.  Watt  and  Mr.  Ca«> 
vendiih's  experiments;  but  fome  remain*  It  is  remarkable 
that  this  inflamftiable  air  appeared  only  when  iron  or  zinc  were 
employed;  and  as  we  procure  this  air  from  thefe  metals  ia 
other  experimentB^  it  feems  probable  that  it  is  rather  f4irai(hed 
by  the  metais  tbeoifelves  thaa  by  the  water.  It  may  inicci  be 
alleged  that  iroa  has  greater  attra^ion  to  vital  air  than  any  pthc|r 
inetal,  fince  it  extraAs  feme  ponioa  of  thh.a^  from  tbe  atnxo- 
fphere ;  bat  wehave  no  evideace  of  the  famepower  in  zf  nc.  If  we 
revferle  she  hngaage,  we  may  allow,  that  they  have  both  a  more 
powerf al  duradlioiir  ibr.  ixed  air  «haa  any.oth^r  periedl  rneuU  4aA 
•woaid  coafeqaeatly  be  mone  capable  ^  decompofing  water^  if 
one  of  its  ann|>eaeD{  parts  was  fixed  i^r  ;  but,  as  io  many  ia- 
Aaoces,  the  langu^  rather  than  tfae.fads  differ^  we  may  per-* 
•baps  with  fafety  transfer  the  atialogy.  Maaganefe  has  a  more 
po\A<erfttl  «ttra£ttoa  to  ixed  air  than  even  iron  ;  black  lead  pro- 
bably ftiil  more.  We  think  that  experiments  with  thefe  lab- 
Aaaces  might  contribnte  to  elucidate  the  fubje£t. 

The  ktloriaa  of  the  Aoyal  Academy  obferves,  that  M«  La- 
voifier^s  tlicory  is  not  generally  adopted ;  yet  he  adds^  that  few 
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chemical  theories  are  founded  on  more  fimple  or  more  coA* 
dttiive  edcperiments*  Lighc  and  heat,  he  oblerves,  feem  to  be^ 
n^gleded  in  the  operatiout  and  thefe  are  either  combined  with 
water^  or  feparated  froip  the  airs  by  combaHion  ;  fo  confequently 
we  muft  either  ackoowlege  that  water  is  formed  of  thefe  two 
fluids^  minus  the  quantity  Of  light  aad  heat ;  or  that  e^ch  of 
thefe  fluids  i»  water  joined  with  light  and  heat.  But,  as  no 
cjEperiments  have  been  made  on  this  fabje6l»  he  thinks  the  ba* 
lance  inclines  towards  M*  Lavoiiier* 

As  it  is  impoilible  to  £ni(h  this  volume  without  extending 
onr  article  too  far»  we  ihall  d4i£cx  the  remainder  to  a  more 
convenient  opportunity* 

.III  '-       ■■■■■.-  --i-, -■- .-    — 

Memoir es  Hijioriques^  PolitiqAes  ts^  ,Oeconomiques^  fur  Us  Revolu^ 
tians  Anglatfes  dans  VIndoftan*  Far  J.  A.  PaUebot.  %vam 
Utrecht*     , 

AT  a  time  when  we  have  fo  manv  authors  at  home,  who 
aim  at  degrading  the  rank,  and  leiTening  the  confequence 
of  our  country,  it  is  with  great  pleafure  we  find  ourfelves  con* 
fidered  as  important  by  foreigners.  M.  Paillebot  afTures  the 
public,  that  the  Englifh  pofieflions  in  India  are  fuflicient  to 
change  the  politics  of  Europe,  and  eairneflly  invites  all  other 
tiatioxis  fo  join  together,  and  *  crufh  the  evil  in  the  bud.' 
This  author  claims  ovLt  attention  on  the  fubjed  of  the  affairs 
of  India,  from  his  long  reiidence  in  Various  parts  of  the  coun« 
try,  and  the  knowlege  which  his  rank  and  employments  there 
SDuft  neceiTaril^  have  procured.  He  profefles  to  take  things 
«  ab  ovo/  but  is  not  always  original.  In  his  account  of  the 
Bramins,  he  tranfcribes  from  HoUwell,  whefe  name  he  induf- 
trioufly  conceals,  even  in  defcrihing  an  event  where  he  was  a 
great  fufferer,  and  mentioning  a  maufoleum  which  he  built  in 
confequence  of  it.  The  civil  hidory  is  taken  from  Orme,  the 
XMc  of  Nadir  Shah,  and  other  Englifh  authors  :  we  can  often 
difcover  the  particular  paifages.  In  the  narration  of  thefe 
events,  with  which  the  author  may  be  fnppofed  to  be  perfonally 
acquainted,  he  is  very  bitter  againft  the  EngHih,  and  attributes 
much  of  our  fuccefs  to  bribery ;  but  if  there  be  a 'crime  in  of- 
fering a  bribe,  there  is  furely  a  meannefs  in  accepting  it. 

After  making  proper  allowances  for  the  envy  with  which  he 
beholds  the  profperity  of  the  Englifii  in  India,  and  the  mani- 
feft  partiality  in  favour  of  his  own  countrymen,  thefe  Hiftorical 
l^emoirs  may  be  read  with  great  pleafure,  and  contain  many 
important  obfervations.^^Bnt  we  mud  take  notice  of  fome 
abhirdities  in  his  account  of  a  late  noble  general.  We 
ihall  extras  the  paflage.  *  Loaded  with  the  fpoils  of  Afia, 
he  returns  to  Europe,  where,  finding  no  farther  fcope  for  his 
infernal  Machiavelifm,  his  genius,  recoiling  on  itfelf,  fooa 
becomes  a  prey  to  the  avenging  furies*  His  imagination, 
uouhled  by  the  reproaches  of  his  confcience^  fees  nothing  but 
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mafiacresy  prifons,  and  fpeftres.  Eager  to  ily  from  theati 
to  fly  from  hlmfdf,  he  goes  from  Eaglahd  to  France,  runs 
from  France  to  Italy,  returns  to  Englaild,  where  the  fight  of 
the  tragedy  of  Montezuma,  reprifented'at  Bath,  completes  his 
horror,  and  renders  the  light  of  the  day  horrible;  In  this  af- 
feding  profpe£l  of  the  horrible  cruelties  committed  in  Ame* 
jica  by  the  Spaniards,  who  conquered  it,  he  recognized  his 
aflions  and  exploits  in  Afia.  The  imprecations  cf  Montezuma 
on  the  ftage  feemed  to  llrike  him  with  curfes  in  his  box*  He 
ftarts  from  it  in  terror,  haflens  precipitately  to  London,  orders 
his  carriage  for  a  journey  to  France,  and  almoft  in  the  fame 
moment  feizing  a  knife  from  his  cabinet  &c/— - 

Though  we  allow  the  force  and  pathos  of  this  dcfcription, 
yet  w^  muft  obferve,  that  no  tragedy  of  the  name  of  Monte« 
isuma  has  been  reprefented  many  years.  That  of  Dryden  has 
been  long  neglected.  There  was  an  opera  of  that  name,  but 
it  could  not  be  performed  at  Ba^i ;  and  the  artificial  dillrefs  of 
an  opera  finger  was  never,  we  believe,  fufficient  to  drive  any  man 
to  defpair.  If  our  author's  information  was  not  better  on  the 
affairs  of  India,  much  dependence  cannot  be  placed  on  his  ac« 
counts. 

The  following  eixtra6l  from  his  P/ofpedlus  is  no  improper 
fpecimen  of  his  dyle  and  manner.  Having  allowed  that  the 
French  were  the  iirft  who  aimed  at  a  territorial  revenue  $  that 
this  alarmed  the  Englifh,  and  produced  the  conteft  whicb» 
after  the  wars  in  1755  and  1762,  ended  in  the  enormous  cmr 
pire  edabliihed  by  us  on  the  ruins  of  the  Mogul,  he  proceeds: 

<  This  formidable  Colofliis,  from  the  bofom  of  Aiia,  threatens 
Europe,  which,  by  a  flrange  fafcination,  feems  to  look  on  the 
vail  mafs  with  indifference*  Is  the  reillefs  genius,  which  ufed 
to  preiide  over  the  balance  of  Europe,  enchanted  ? — or  does  it 
reckon  the  weight  of  Aiia,  ia.the  hands  of  England,  as  of  no 
confequence  ?  What !  the  contcfts  for  the  poifeffion  of  a  fmaJl 
province  in  Italy,  Germany,  or  Flanders,  have  more  than  once 
raifed  a  flame  iti  Europe,  which  has  trembled  for  its  liberty, 
and  cried  out  againft  the  afpiring  prince  for  his  ambition  to 
attain  an  univerfal  monarchy !  and  when  England  engrofles, 
one  after  another,  the  kingdoms  of  Afia,  the  nations  of  Eru* 
rope,  with  a  liftleflhefs  unworthy  «f  their  dignity,  leave  their 
common  rival  to  run  his  race,  without  an  obSacle,  when  their 
rain  is  the  prize  that  it  feeks,  and  which  it  is  almoft  ready  to^ 
feize.  Shall  an  age,  diftinguiihed  by  revolutions  fo  important^ 
pafs  away  without  our  perceiving  thofe  events,  which  will 
render  it  an  objedl  of  attention  to  the  eyes  of  poflerity  ? 

*  Let  us  roufe,  for  it  is  time,  and  guard  againft  the  ftir^ 
prizes  which  England  prepares,  under  the  veil  which  fte 
breads,  with  anxious  concern^  over  ufurpatlons  already  com^ 
pletedf  and  others  yet  in  agitation.  It  is  this  deceitful  veil 
which  I  mean  to  tear  in  pieces.  After  having  employed  twen^ 
ty-eight  years  in  Afia^  obfetving  and  oppofing  the  defigns  of 
,  Vol.  tXI.  ^an.  ijt^  9  At 
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the  Englifh,^  I- bring  to  Europe  tlic  information  which  I  tkare 
acquired,  a&d  I  hope  to  open  its  eyes  to  danger  by  a  work  in- 
tended to  raife  itfi  difguft  againft  t4re  infatiable  greedinefs  of 
England.  When  America  ejjpaped  from  her,  fhe  threw  herietf 
on  Aiia,  and,  if  fhe  had  not  been  oppofed  by  France,  wouM 
have  obtained  indoftan,  from  which,  however,  I  know^  (he 
would  have  been  completely  expelled,  if  the  war.  had  conti^ 
nued  two  or  three  years  mcTre.  Be  it  far  from  me  to  rekindle 
its  flames !  But  if  the  love  of  peaee,  always  fb  deiirable  for 
,  the  interefts  of  humanity,  oppofes  the  application  of  violent 
remedies,  which  in  the  political  conllitution,  as  well  as  the 
human,  are  fbmetinves  alone  capable  of  foddenly  reftoring  the 
.equilibrium,  let  us  at  Icaft  employ  thofc  fecrets  of  art,  which, 
afting  more  gently,  and  not  lefs  certainly,  can  by  winding 
channels  reftore  the  vigour  of  the  conftitution  without  any  in- 
convenient iHock  :  in  a  word,  withoat  troubling  the  repofe  of 
Europe,'  let  us  profit  by  the  divifion^  df  Aiia,  which,  judici- 
oufly  directed  by  our  intrigues,  will  be  fufficient  to  deflrqy,  in 
this  part  of  the  world,  the  conftru£tibn  of  thofe  dhains,  which 
the  Engiilh  are  there  forging  for  Europe.' 

We  fhall  make  no  comments  on  the  declaration  which  w6 
have  tranfcribed ;  it  is  a  proof  of  the  good  intentions  of  fbme 
of  our  neighbours.  They  ought  to  tc  made  public,  in  order 
to-be  guaKled  againft ;  but,  before  this  time,  the  effeds  have 
fufficiently  explained  the  views  and  deiigns  of  thofe  appointed 
torcondo^  the  machinations. 


MONTHLY    CATALOGUE. 

POLITICAL. 

57>?  Policy  of  the  Tax  upon  Retailers  coripdercd:  or^  a  Plea  in  JPVf- 
1      njour  of  the  ManufaSlurcrs*     %vOk     is*  6d*     Wiikie- 

THE  author  of  this  pamphlet  exaovines  the  tax  upon  retail* 
ers  in  a  hew  light,  and  endeavours  to  evince  that  it  has  a 
tendency  to  prove  advantageous  to  the  public.    He  begins  with 
citing  the  authorities  of  political  and  commercial  writers   ia 
fupport  of  the  opinion,  that  in  a  populous  and  man ufa6l:u ring ~ 
country,  retailers  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  detrimental  clafs 
of  idlers^  and  confecjuently,  that  the  reduftion  of  their  numt* 
ber,  by  ibme  judicious  regulation j  would  operate  towards  pro- 
moting the  national  wealth  and  profperity.     He  is  of  opinion 
•that  retailers  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  detrrmentral  ictafs  of 
.idlers  in  a  double  refpedl :  fitft,  as  withdrawing  thcir'indnftry 
from  the  general  flo^k,  and  fecondly,  as  deriving  their  fubGil* 
ence  not  from  foreign  countries  by  means  Of  trade,  but   from 
•the  induttry  of  th^ir  fellow- fubj efts.    Proceeding  upon  the  fup- 
pofition  .that  there,  a^e  in  the  whole  kingdom  two  hundred 
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tjioufand  retai!ersg  and  tliat  one  hundred  thoofatid  of  ^em 
were,  by  a  jodkious  tax»  to  be  reduced  to  apply  themfelves  to 
manual  labour,  they  mighty  he  thinks,  be  computed  to  gain  a 
Ihilling  a  day  at  an  average,  which,  allowing  three  hundred 
working  days  in  the  year,  amounts  to  the  Aim  of  one  millioit 
five  hundred  thbufand  po«nds.  This,  he  obferves,  would  be 
ft  great  additfon  to  the  annual  national  ilock,'or  a  real  augment- 
ation of  the  general  wealth.  But  at  prefent,  the  more  they 
gain,  it  isr  fo  much  the  worfe  for  the  nation,  as  thof^  gains  are 
chiefly  derived  from  their  iftduftrious  fellow-fubjedts,  who  are 
confequently  lefs  able  to  fuftain  other  burdens. 

For  afcertaining  the  immenfe  Aims  which  are  levied  upon  the 
j>eople  by  retailers,  he  fuppofes  the  two  hundred  thoafand  re- 
tailers to  g«in  by  their  prefent  bufinefa,  at  an  average,  two 
ihillings  a  day,  and  reckoning,  as  before,  three  hundred  fhop- 
days  in  the  year,  this  will  annually  ampunt  to  fix  millions  of 
pounds.  But  this  medium  profit  being  in  his  opinion  computed 
jar  too  low,  he  thinks  thar  the  annual  fum  levied  by  the  retail-' 
crs  upon  their  fell ow-fubj efts,  may  be  juflly  eftimated  at  above 
ten  millions.  He  is  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  tax  upoa 
retailing  fliop-keepers  wHl  be  found  to  have  the  moft  falutary 
effcft  of  any  financial,  regulation  introduced  within  thefe  twenty 
years. 

The  author  next  ftarts  a  queftion,  whether  thefe  pretended 
oppreiTed  retailers,  as  he  calls  them,  are  not  themfelves  the 
oppreffors.  He  obferves,  that  though  the  nation  at  prefent  en* 
joys  profound  peace,  though  the  feas  are  now  open,  freights 
lowered,  and  infarance  diminifhcd,  yet  many  articles  in  r;etail» 
fliops  are  ftill  fold  at  war  prices. 

Exorbitant  as  are  the  retailer's  profits  in  London,  according 
to  the  author's  reprefentation,  they  are  yet  more  enormous^ia 
the  country- towns,  where  many  retailers  furnifli  a  bad  commo- 
dity at  a  higher  price  than  a  belter  commodity  may  be  bought 
for'in  the  capital,  or  in  fome  of  the  great  cities.  He  thinks, 
that  were  the  country  Ihopkeepers  to  deal  fairly  with  their  cuf- 
toniers,  they  ought  to  fumifh  as  good  a  commodity,  and  as 
cheap,  as  could  be  purchafed  in  the  capital  or  clfewhere';  mak* 
ing  an  allowance  of  a  fmall  advance  for  the  additional  Charge 
vbf  carriage  5  though  this  additional  charge,  he  thinks,  is  more 
than  ccmnterbalanced  ly-the  loA^rnefs  of  rents,  and  the  cheap- 
nefs  of  living  in  the  <?6un;ry.  The  author,  at  what  he  confiders 
as  a  moderate  conrptitatibn,  eftimatjes  thefe  overcharges  of  the 
retailers  to  exceed  two.'milHons  of  pounds  annually  ;  an  effedl 
which  he  imptfcesi  ohkfly  to  the  too  great  ^number  of  rer3iler9 
thrDoghout  the- jj^prdosa.  For  he  obferves,  that  where  con- 
fomptifw  is  bdjMrteo,  the  fafiie  profits  that  will  afford  a  comfort- 
able fubiftencc  §y  oiie.huBdre4  thoufand  people,  will  not  maia« 
tain  two  hundred),  thottfaioed. .       '    . 

The  a»thor  iT^t^waxd^  ibep^ders  what  would  be  tfte^coDfe- 
aueiicey  were  the  preie nt  Dumber  of  retailer?  dimipii^ed  ohp*  ., 

fA  h4tf^; 
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half.  Suippofing  the  nnmber  of  parchafers,  and  the  qaantit/ 
6f  conimodities  purchafed,  to  remain  the  ianie  as  at  prefent,  he 
obferves  that  the  retailers  who  fold  thofe  comihodities  would ^  - 
one  with  another,  haT6  doutle'^the  bufinefs ;  confequently  i-f 
they  iiow  can  live  upon,  their  profits,  they  woald  then  live 
equally  well  were  tfeey  to  lower  their  pro/its  one-half;  and  ii;i 
the  fame  proportion  that  thofe  profits  were  lowered,  would  the 
purchafcrs  have  commodities  cheaper.  Therefore,  fuppofing; 
the  fum  total  of  the  retailer's  annual  profits  to  be  ten  millions* 
were  their  number  diminiihed  one* half,  they  would  be  juft  a^ 
rich  with'  an  annual  profit  of  five  millions,  and  the  community 
would  beeafedof  an  annual  burden  of  five  millions. 

Our  author's  opinion,  that  the  number  of  fhopkeeperi 
throughout  the  kingdom  is  too  great,  we  believe,  will  not  be 
difputed ;  but  we  cannot  fo  readily  agree  with  him,  when  he 
imputes  the  dearnefs  of  commodities  in  the  country  univerfally 
to  this  caufe.  For  we  are  of  opinion,  that  in  many  parts,  this 
dearnefs  proceeds  from  the  want  of  competition.  Witji  lefpe^ 
'  to  the  political  operation  of  the  retail-tax,  in  the  light  in  which 
It  is  viewed  by  the  author,/  there  appears  no  probability  that  it 
can  prove,  in  any  degree,  fo  eiHcacious  as  he  has  endeavoured 
to  reprefent ;  and  we  thinks  that  ihould  it  tend  to  the  imme- 
diate produdlion  of  thofe  elFeds  which  he  confiders  as  its  natu- 
ral refult,  the  tax  might  juftly  be  deemed  yet  more  opprcffive 
than  it  has  hitherto  been  confidered,  even  by  its  warmeft  oppo- 
nents. The  rcdttdlion  of  the  number  of  retailers  in  the  capital, 
and  in  large  cities,  provided  that  no  immediate  difirefs  enfucd, 
and  population  was  not  ultimately  aiFedled,  might,  we  doubt 
not,  prove  an  advantage  to  the  public.  But  we  fhudder  to 
think  of  the  confequence  which  the  author  fuppofcs,  that  one 
hundred  thoufand  perfons,  accuflomed,  as  he  reprefents,  to 
habits  of  idlencfs,  and  unacquainted  with  the  pradice  of  any 
manual  art,  ihould  be  driven  from  their  ftiops,  where  they  have 
^  hitherto  maintained  their  families,  to  feek  for  fubfi%nce  by  & 

lecourie  to  occupations  of  which  we  mull  fappofe  them  to  be 
incapable.  Our  author*s  idea  of  the  operation  of  the  tax,  how- 
ever, we  can  only  confider  as  a  hypothetical  fpeculation  in  jpo- 
litics.  Its  immediate  efficacy  towards  the  purpofe  he  mentions 
would  afFc£l  fo  great  a  number  of  individuals  as  to  prove  a  na- 
tional calamity ;  and  if  reuikrs  can  at  prefent  live  by  th^  proEt 
of  their  (hops,  the  opinion  feems  not  very  probable,  that  any 
great  diminution  of  this  clafs  of  Inhabitants  will  enfuej  as  a 
jteceiTary  consequence  of  the  tax  in  queftion.^ 

ifeec/j  of  Gtorge  Dallas^  E/q.  Memhtr  0fjbe  Qpmmittit  afpoinied 

hy  ihe  Britijh  Inhahifanis  reading  inlStngalyfor  tht  Purpofe  of 

.    freparing  Petitions  to  kis^  Majffy  snd  loih,  H^fei  of  Parliament^ 

"^  praying  Redrefs againfi  an  4ft  of  ParUimfnt^'lS^^Zvo*    is*  6Jm 

Debrett.  . .      n_ 

This  Speech  was  delivered  at  a  meeiing  held  at  the  Theatre, 

ift  Calcutta^  on  the  35  th  of  JqI/  Mr  Mr*  Dallas  k  a  jQemb^ 

.     '.  ^  .        .   *  'of 
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of  the^ommittcc  appointed  by  the  BritiOi  inhabitants  refidlns 
in-Bengaf,  for  the  purpofe  of  preparing  petitions  ^o  his  majel  y 
and  both  houfesof  parliament,  praying  redrcfsagainft  the  late 
aa  relative  to  the  affairs  of  India.  He  defcribes  this  aft  a? 
pregnant  with  roifchief  of  the  moft  alarming  nature  with  re. 
gard  to  the  liberty  and  property  of  Britilh  fubjefts,  whp  return 
^ith  fortunes  from  the  Eaft.  That  it  is  even  a  dire£t  violation 
of  Magna  Charta,  and  tends  to  the  eftablilhment  of  a  defpotifnj 
eqaally  odious  with  that  of  the  ftar-chamber.  After  painting 
this  fubjeft  in  ftrong  colours,  Mr.  Dallas  proceeds  to  fuggeH 
the  pernicKHis  confequences  which  may  refult  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  aft,  flioild  it  not  be  repealed.  But  he  profeffes  to 
entertain  the  utmoft  confidence  that  the  Britilh  legiflature  will 
comply  with  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ;  and  for  this  purpole, 
be  is  not  a  little  flattering  in  his  encomiums  on  lome  of  the 
principal  charafters  in  the  nation.  The  Speech  is  undoubtedly 
plaufible  and  animated ;  but  difcovers  a  juvedility  of  declama- 
tion,  intermixed  with  claffical  apoftrophes  not  perfectly  iuitablc, 
we  may  fuppofe,  to  a  promifcuous  audience  in  the  Eaft  Indies. 
Subjoined  is  an  Appendix,  containing  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Meeting  held  at  the  Th^tre  in  Calcutta  ;  with  the  Speech  of 
Philip  Yonge,  Efq.  the  Sheriff,  to  the  fame  purpofe  as  that  ot 
Mr.  Dallas ;  and  the  Refolutions  which  were  propofed,  and 
unanimouay  agreed  to,  for  carrying  the  obje^a  of  the  mce^jug 
'intocffedt^  i 

^  POETRY. 

-Tnnfl^ion  of  Huntingf§rd*s   Firft  ColMioti  of  Monoflrophics^ 
;'   8vd.    !/•  6iL    Dilly. 

We  cannot  compliment  this  gentleman  on  the  fuccefs  of  lu3 
undertaking.    The  lad  poem  is  thus  rendered  : 

«  O  Greece !  in  ancient  times  fo  much  admir'd. 

Who  both  in  arms  and  arts  have  borne  th^  fway ; 
With  poetry  aitd  mufic  iirft  infpir'd  ; 

Who  fofter'd  heroes  with  thy  genial  ray  : 
Favoured  of  heav'n  I  blcfs'd  land !  I  thee  adore  ; 
Accept  my  fongir-farewcll-^Z/iy  no  more,* 
Surely  there  never  was  a  more  *  lame  and  impotent  conclo^ 
fion.'    Yet,  flat  and  infipid  as  the  two  lafl  lines  are,  the  pre« 
ceding  ones  have  no  right  to  triumph  over  their  aifociates'.dcv 
fefts.     The  firft  has  no  kind  of  excellency  to  boaft  of,  the  fe- 
cond  is  ungrammatical,  the  third  not  quite  intelligible  (as  we 
know  not  who  were  infpir'd),  and  the  fourth  nonfenfical ;  for 
to  •  fofter  heroes  with,  a  ray'  is  afimilar  abfurdity  to  that  in  the 
Rehearfal,  of  *  grafping  a  ftorm  in  the  eye  of  reafont*     Moil 
of  the  poems  are  undoubtedly  rendered  in  a  ftyle  rather  fupe- 
ribr  to  that  we  have  quoted,  but  not  in  fuch  a  manner  as  ta 
gsnfer  any  additional  celebrity  on  the  Monoftrophics* 
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Th  ExfiduSy  a  Poem    By  f he  Ren^.  Samuel  Hayes ^  M.A.     Lli* 

zs.     Wilkie.  ^- 

We  firft  meet  with  fome  good  advice  addreffed  to  ambitious 

inonarchs,  but  fuch  as  has  been  given  over  and  over  again,  to 

ytxy  little  purpofe,  time  immemorial.     The  only  peculiar  cir- 

cumftance  in  this  part  of  the  poem  is,  that  the  riches  of  thofe 

Icings  is  fuppofed  to  be*^chiefiy  employed  in  ornamenting  their 

^  tables,  and  that  their  foldiers  Hand  around  their  thrones  itl 

Cjfder  of  battle. 

*  Though  wealth  on  wealth  be  in  yonr  coffers  ftor'd, 
Exhauftlefs  fund  to  deck  the  fplendid  board  \ 
While  round  your  thrones  the  marfhall'd  legioms  ftaad, 
•Obfequious  flaves  to  ev'ry  fell  command.' 
Many  rhetorical  flowers  axe  as  confpicuou?  in  the  jwefent  as 
the  iaft  ♦  performance  of  Mr.  Hayes.    We  are  told  that 
^  -,     ,        ,  throughout  the  land 

InfediouB  vermin  rankle.' 
Miriam,  .watching  Mofes  *  wrapt  in  verdant  fedge,'  and 
'  <  obfe^vaVt  of  the  Fates,'  fees  Therm utis  going  to  bathe  her* 
friif,.l>rV  According  to  the  following  elegant  penphrafis, 
'  «  .4 —  ■     in  the  refreihing  flood 

To  check  the  fervour  of  the  throbbing  blood,* 
After 'we  are  told  that  *  the  whirlwind  fweeps  along  th^flpy/ 
WC  expert  in  the  next  line  fome  terrible  inftance  of  its  effe6b ; 
«  And  the  parcVd  dull  ^IJioris  the  trembling  eye.* 
Inftead  of  houfes  overthrown,  or  forcfts  laid  wafte,'the  com* 
fequence  is  merely  fuch  as  the  traveller  may  experience  any 
fuminer*day  on  jhe  Iflington  turnpike ;  for  we  cannot  fappofe 
the  eye  would  be  more  *  diflorted'  by  Egyptian  than  Eugliih 
.  .  duft.     Mofes 

'  **— arms  with  faith  the  fluAuating  fenfe/ 
His'  rod,  inftead  of  afl^uming,^'  caught  a  ferpcnt's  figure»* 
It  likewife  *  breaks  tyrannic  force,'  Pharaoh  reprehends  Aaron 
for  *  his  vain  parade  of  words,  and  worfliipping  not  an  ideal 
God,  but  an  •  ideal  name ;'  a  mode  of  adoration  not  very  in-* 
telligible, 

Inftead  of  profcribing  Mofea,  he 

*  —the  bold  offender's  life  proclaimed.' 
The  Ifraelites.  are  promis'd  the  •  hofpitable  plains  of  Ca- 
naan/ a'  country  of  which  they  acquired  poifeiEon  by  force  of 
arms.  Notwiibftanding  thefe  defi£ls  and  blunders,  there  arc  fe- 
deral paflages  in  the  poem  of  a  better  kind,  though  not  of  fuificient 
merit  to  intitle  the  aiithor  to  a  freehold  on  Parnaflws  \  but  the 
long  \t'<i.ie.  he  has  taken  of  the  Kiflingbury  cftaie  wiH  probably 
ptone  fot  that  dif^ppointmeat. 

.*.^^«ii  .i.iy.i.. I  till  4,1*1  ^iiiia^^^^ili^^yWUP^PWP^ i     !■  i   li     I   ii       >  ■  ■ 

♦  Sec  Voli  Ivii,  p.  77- 
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The  RolUad.  P art  the  Second,  ximo*  is,  td*  DaWes^ 
A  Second  Part  of  thefe  Criticifms  are  now  coUe6led  from 
their  fugitive  date,  and  they  appear  with  the  fame  advantages 
of  fprightly  wit,  and  acute  difcriminated  fatire^  but  are  de^ 
formed  wkh  the  fame  virulence  and  ill-nature.  We  now  lofe 
Merlin  j  but  the  Saxon  drummer,  the  redoubtable  fpoufe  of 
Ship  ton  ja,  of  the  great  mother  of  the  RoUos,  is  fuppofed  to 
poffcfs  in  his  dying  moments,  like  all  other  dying  heroes,  the 
gift  of  prophecy.  He  dcfcribes  a  future  houfe  of  lords,  into 
which  a  future  Rolle  appears  ambitious  to  gain  admiffion.  Every 
X'eader  will  underhand  the  following  liaes. 

*  Learn,  thoughtlefs  Debbeige,  now  no  more  a  youth. 
The  woes  tinnumber'd  that  cncompafs  truth, 
Nor  of  experience,  nor  of  knowledge  vaio. 
Mock  the  chimseras  of  a  fea-lick  brain  : 
Oh  !  learn  on  happier  terms  with  him  to  live. 
Who  ne'er  knew  twice  the  weaknefs  to  forgive  ! 
Then  ihould  9iis  grace  fome  vail  expedient  nnd. 
To  govern  tempefts,  and  controul  the  wind  ; 
frhould  hp  like  great  Canute  forbid  the  wave 
T*  approach  his  prefence,  or  his  foot  to  leave  ; 
Conttrud  fpme  batUon,  or  devife  fome  mound. 
The  world's  wide  limits  to  encompafs  round  ; 
Rear  a  redoubt,  that  to  the  ftars  (hould  rife. 
And  lift  himfelf,  like  Typhon,  to  the  Ikies  ; 
Or  /hould  the  mightier  fchemc  engage  his  fool. 
To  raife  a  platform  on  the  northern  pole. 
With  fofs,  with  rampart,  ilick,  and  Hone,  and  clay. 
To  build  a  breail-woik  on  the  milky  way  $ 
Or  to  proted  his  fovereign's  blcft  abode. 
Bid  numerous  batteries  guard  the  turnpike  road  ; 
X^eft  foul  invafion  in  difguife  approach, 
Or  treafon  lurk  within  the  Dover  coach  : 
Oh,  let  the  wifcr  duty  then  be  thine. 
Thy  ikill,  thy  fciencc,  judgment  to  refign  ; 
With  patient  ear  the  high-wrapt  tale  attend. 
Nor  fnarl  at  fancies  which  no  Mil  can  mend. 
So  fhall  thy  comforts  with  thy  days  increafe. 
And  all  thy  laft,  unlike  thy  firft,  be  peace  ; 
No  rude  courts  martial  ihali  thy  fame  decry. 
But  half-pay  plenty  ail  thy  wants  fupply.' 
This  is  fufficient  for  a  fpecimen.     Next  follows  a  poKtical 
eclogue  called  *  the  Lyars,'  in  which  a  claiTical  reader  will  per- 
ceive many  paffagcs  of  Virgil's  third  Bucolic,  parodied  with  . 
much  fpirit  and  wit :  the  political  reader  will   treat  it  accord- 
ing to  his  own  opinion  of  the  parties ;  but  every  friend  to  pro- 
priety and  decorum  will  be  difgutted  with  thegrpffnefs  of  the 
abufe.    It  was  plainly  written  before  the  laft  New  Year's  Ode, 
jor  the  following  line  would  not  have  appeared  :.  -  \« 

F  4.  'Or 


Digitized- by  CjOOQIC 


7«  MOWTHIT     CATALOGtrV. 

*  Or  Waftoft*s  odes  with  jaHice  claim  the  bays.* 
It  is  but  juflice  to  acknowledge,  that  the  Ilrehgth,  the  fpirll^ 
and  true  poetical  ardour  in  Mr.  Warton's  laft  produdion,  have 
ieldom  animated  a  fimilar  perfprniance. 

The  Epithalamium  on  the  Marriage  of  Mr.  Elliot  with  lady- 
Harriot  Pitt,  is  fpirited,  but^  as  ufual,  too  virulently  fatirical. 
We  fliall  feleft  the  leaift  offcnfive  lines. 

■  TriOi  ijf  Lor 4  Lonfdak^  Lord  Ellioti  and  the  Duffe  o/Northum^ 

hcrfandf 

From  boroughs,  grand  the  things  that  grow  % 
^rom  mines,  divine  the  ftreams  that  fiow. 
Hail  Cornwall,  richer  than  Potofi  I 
flail  Cumberland,  a  fairer  quarter  I 
Hail  Liikeard,  Appleby,  and  Launcefton, 
Hail  Cockermouth !  and  hail  Beeralfton  ! 
May  no  rod?  hand  invade  our  charter, 
r-Title»  to  bpy,  and  burgage  rights  to  barter-*— 
Pn  the  whole,  we  muft  repeat  our  regret,  that  brilliant  ta» 
]eDt$  are  fo  flagrantly  mifapplied  ;  but  it  will  be  fome  compen* 
j[^tion,  if  difappointed   ambition   exhaufls  its   fury  in  thefe 
*  wordy  wars,'  and  the  fpirit  which  might  deflroy  a  kingdom^ 
IS  contented  with  only  abufing  its  governors. 

Foems  on  various  SuhjeBs^  ly  Ann  Thomas*    ^.    jjr.    Law. 

Mrs.  Thomas,  it  feemsi  is  the;  widow  of  an  officer  in  the  roy^ 
»avy  ;  and  in  feveral  of  her  poems  Ihe  celebrates  events  dunn? 
the  lad  war.  He  would  be  an  ungenerous  critic  whp  ihould 
difcoWr  feVerity  of  repiark  tpw^rds  the  reli^of  ^n  officer  th^( 
fought  in  defence  of  his  country* 

TJti  Englijh  Garden :  a  Poem:  in  tour  Booh.  J^y  W,  Mafifjp^ 
A.  M^  A  mnh  Edition^  corrected.  Z^vo*  45.  iDodfley. 
To  this  elegant  edition  pf  the  Englifli  Gaiden,  are  added  a 
Commentary  and  Notes,  by  W.  Burgh,  Efq.  and  LJi.  D.  fhp 
remarks  and  illuilratipns  are  inftru6live  and  entertaining,  and 
cannot  but  prove  acceptable  to  all  who  have  a  tafte  for  the 
fubjea. 

Poenfiy  3y  Robert  Ahei^  A.  M.  8fw.  4 J.  Cadell, 
Thefe  Poems  confift  of  odes  and  elegies,  the  former  gay  an4 
ferious,  the  latter  moral  and  defcriptive.  If  we  except  an  Elegy 
pn  Time,  they  4re  not  objedls  qi  praife;  being  generally  de« 
bafed  with  barbarifms,  pbfcurity,  apd  i)|;iharraoniptts  yerfift* 
^ration. 

Second  Thoughts  on  the  prefent  Mlnifiryy  or  nevj  Coalition,  /^to.    u, 
Debre'tt. 
A  poetical,  and  feemingly  much  interefled,  but  not  very 
formidable  opponent  of  the  prefent  adroiniflration.* 

D  R  A- 
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^Tjt  Mutual  Deception^  a  Comedy^  m  it  was  ferfarmed  at  tit 
Tbeatre'Royal,  Dublin.    Svo.     \si'6d.    Diliy. 

This  mode  of  deception  has  been  fo  common  on  the  ftage^ 
that  we  can  fcarcely  expe^  a  nesv  fituation  ;  but  we  have  nei- 
cher  new  chara£lersy  nor  new  language.  The  author  is  how- 
ever ingenuous,  for  he  tells  us  his  fource ;  a  piece  of  honefy 
the  more  commendable  as  it  is  unufual.  The  iloiy  is  (horti/ 
this  ;  a  young  gentleman  returned  from  his  travels,  is  engaged 
to  marry  a  lady,  whom  he  has  never  feen.  Anxious  to  know 
fomething  of  his  deHined  bride,  without  the  conftraint  tteccT- 
fary  to  his  iituacion,  he  exchanges  charaders  with  his  fervaht* 
The  lady,  from  the  fame  motive,  takes  the  drefs  and  place  of 
her  fuivante.  As  may  be  expeded,  the  new  fervants  fall  ia 
love  with  each  other,  and  both  fear  to  defcend  from  their  dig* 
nity  by  fuch  low  connexions.  This  embarraflment  is  not  veiy 
intereAing,  becaufe  it  is  not  well  managed.  The  pretended 
lady  and  gentleman,  on  the  other  hand,  are  eager  to  decdve 
each  other  by  a  (ecret  marriage,  and  they  facceed.  In 'their 
courtfhip  there  is  fome  humour,  but  no  great  novelty.  The 
epifode  is  very  trifling,  and  is  the  invention  of  the  author^ 
The  dialogue  is  feldom  fprightly,  and  never  witty ;  fo  th^ 
on  the  whole,  we  fear  it  would  prove  a  vtry  infipjd  perform- 
ance. — ^It  fucceeded  on  the  Dublin  Hage ;  but  there  are  many 
local  circumftances,  which  might  have, contributed  to  this  di- 
(lini^ion  :  we  would  not  advife  the  managers  of  either  honfe  lo 
repeat  the  experiment. 

TT^r  Genius  of  Ireland^  a  Mafyue^  in  Three  ARsm    Bj  John  Ma* 
4^auiayf  Efy.    Svo,     u,    Dilly. 

This  little  poem  poflefles  merit,  both  in  a  political  and  dra- 
matic view  :  it  is  not  ftridly  a  mafque,  but  perhaps  fomething 
bettr,  for  thr  only  part  which  may  deferve  this  title,  is  the 
appearance  of  the  Genius  of  Ireland.  The  itory  of  Sylvia  and 
Pat  Ploughfliare  is  fimple  and  pafloral ;  and  the  fongs  atse 
pleafing  and  poetical,  though  the  greater  number  are  of  the 
{tumorous  kind. 

The  defcription  of  the  Genius  is  a  '  drain  of  higher  mood/ 
We  (hall  Me^  it,  but  muft  add,  that  the  *  bright  zone'  ihould 
not  have  outQione  the  luitre  of  her  eyes,  which  it  muft  have  ^ 
done  if  it  pierced  the  darknefs  of  the  (hade*  This  leiFens  the 
idea,  and  may  perhaps  be  ilyled  an  Hybernicifm :  but,  on  the 
whoie^  there  is  dignity  in  the  image,  and  propriety  in  the  de* 
icription. 

*  TJ^/s.  Yes:  laft night 

Juil  at  this^fober  hour  of  ferious  thought. 

As  through  the  glade  1  pafs'd,  a  fudden  found 

Of  dulcet  muiic  floating  in  the  air 

Stole  on  my  raviih'd  fenfe  :  fweeter  it  feemM 

fh^n  aught  of  mortal  couch  could  e'er  produce. 
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I  flopp'd  and  U^enM.    Then,  aethought  I  heard 
One  ciia»tk)£  voice ;  then  others,  joining  ronad 
In  fuch  ieraphic  concert,  that  ectraac'd 
I  flood :  I  was  all  ears ;  till  from  the  brake. 
Where  yonder  coppice  forms  a  hanging  arch, 
*ro  my  aHoniih'd  eyes  a  form  divine, 
(For.iare  it  muft  be  (b)  with  folemn  ilep. 
And  rood  majeftic  gait,  came  flovvly  forth. 

*  Djorjias.     Was  it  of  manly  form,  or  fofter  fex  ?     " 

*  liyrfis.     Of  female  fliape.    Around  her  graceful  waift 
,  The  bright  zone  glitt'ring  pierc'd,  with  fudden  glance. 

The  dartnefs  of  the  ihade ;  and  from  her  eyes 
JBeam'd  forth  fuch  heavenly  rays,  yet  tempered  fo 
Their  radiant  lullre,  as  might  mingle  love 
And  awful  revVence.     On  her  head  fhe  wore 
The  (hamrock  green,  and  in  her  hand' fhe  held 
A  filvcr  wand,  which  as  fhe  wav'd  around 
Th'  obedient  choir  with  more  harmonious  found 
fiird  all  the  air,  and  quite  entranced  my  foul.' 

DIVINITY. 

Dr,  Watts^s  ^mns  and  Moral  Songs  for  the  Ufe  of  Childteny  rr- 
njifed  und  altered^  To  'Ujfncb  are  addcd^  Prayers  for  the  Ufe  of 
Children.     i2»io.     6d.    Marftiall. 

Dr.  Watts's  Divine  Songs,  as  revifed  and  altered  by  the  prc- 
fcnt  editor,  are  now  rendered  more  fuita'ble  than  formerly  for 
the  inilrudtion  of  young  children.  That  they  are  unexception- 
able in  point  of  doctrine,  and  May  anfwer  the  purpofe  intend* 
ed,  is  fufficient  to  recommend  thefli  ;  for,  as  mere  compofi- 
tiotts,  we  do  not  confider  them  as  obje^  of  criticifm*  A  few 
prayers  are  f«bjoincd  to  the  poetry ;  and  to  render  the  work 
Ittore  plealing  to  yoang  miads.  every  hymn  a^d  fong  is  crcia- 
tnented  at  the  beginning  with  a  cut. 

Primiti've  Candour :  or  the  Moderation  of  the  earlier  Fathers  to^ 
nxjards  the  Unitarians,  the  nccejffary  Confcguence  of  the  Circum" 
fiance  of  tJx  Times,     ^vo.     is.     Buckland.    ; 

This  author  obferves  that  the  teHimonies  of  the  earliet  fa* 
thcrs  in  confirmation  of  the  divinity  of  Chrifl,  are  not  fo  nu- 
merous abd  flrong  as  might  have  been  expedlbd  from  men  of 
tbeir  acknowledged  principles*  But  he  afcribes  this  condud  to 
prudential;  leafons;  alledging,  that  had  they  openly  afTerted 
the  divinity  of  Chrifl,  they  might  have  feemed  to  countenance 
the  herefy  of  the  Gnoflics,  who  denied  the  fupreme  power  of 
the  ,God  of  Abraham.  Whatever  probability  there  may  be  in 
this  conjeflure*  the  author*s  defign  in  inveftigating  the  fubje£t 
appears  to  us  a  little  problematical.  If,  on  the  one  hand,  he 
really  favours  the  Gnoftic  herefy,  he  betrays  extravagance  of 
theological  fpeculat^on  ^  and  if^  on  the  other,  he  believes  the 
I  ^  Tri- 
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Trinitamii  doflrine,  he  difcovers  a  levity  not  very  compatible 
with  the  difpofitioQy  and  utterly  repugnant  to  the  duty^  of  an 
orthodox  writer. 

M  I  S  C   E   L  L  A'N   E  O  U  S. 

'Lttters  to  a  ilfung  Planter ;  of,  OhfiroAtions  mi  the  Management 
4ff  a  Zngar  Plantation.     %vo.     u.  6i/«     Strachan* 

Thefe  Letters  are  very  trifling  in  every  refpe6^ :  in  fome  in- 
dances,  they  are  certainly  erroneous.  The  greater  part  of 
the  direftions^may  have  been  eafily  written  without  haying 
feen  the  Wed  India  iflands,  and  the  reil  may  have  been  col- 
le6led  from  hooks ;  for  there  really  are  books  on  the  fubjed, 
though  the  author  feems  not  to  have  known  them.  An  eflay 
on  the  management  of  the  fugar  cane,  in  particular,  appeared 
fome  years  fince,  in  the  Philofophical  Txanfadions.  It  is  not 
neceffary  to  dwell  ton  the  errors  of  the  author,  both  in  philofo- 
phy  and  common  hufbandry  ;  for  this  work  will  never  attain  a 
high  rank  in  the  lilt  of  fcicntific  productions. 

A  candid  and  mpartial  Sketch  6f  the  Life  and  Government  ofPoph 
Clement  Xlf^.  containing  many  interefting  Anecdotes  during  that 
•Period  of  Church^Hiftory,  In  a  Series  of  Letters  from  Rome^ 
f^oL  IL     1 2mo.     2s.  6d.    Symonds. 

Of  the  former  volume  of  this  work  we  gai^e  an  account  in  oot , 
Review  for  November  laft.  The  prcfent  volume  traces  the  public 
conduct  of,  Ganganelli  after  he  had  mounted  the  papal  mroae« 
This  being  an  event  which  places  his  character  in  a  more  confpi- 
cuous  point  of  view,  we  henceforth  behold  him  in  the  capacity 
of  a  fovereign,  adminiitering  the  affairs,  and  directing  the  coun- 
cils of  a  powerful  flate.  With  regard  to  the  Catholic  courts^ 
he  appears  to  have  conduced  himfelf  in  general  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  good  policy.  He  faw  the  expediency  of  purfuing 
peaceful  meafures,  and  feems  to  have  followed  the  moH  prudent 
means  for  that  purpofe.  In  refpedt  of  his  domeftic  government, 
particularly  the  choice  of  proper  miniflers,  we  cannot  coniider 
him  as  equally  entitled  to  approbation.  He  was  more  the  pa- 
tron of  fome  profligate  men  than  was  coniiftent  with  the  cha- 
ra£kr  of  a  good  prince ;  and  entrufled  the  adminidration  of 
,the  ftate  too  much  to  thofe  who  were  not  qualified  either  by 
virtue  oj'  education  for  fiich  oiHces.  This  is  the  more  furpriflng 
in  a  perfon  who,  though  educated  a  Romiih  ecclciiaftic,  appears 
to  have  been  wiell  acquainted  with  mankind.  But  he  knew 
^at  the  paffive  dtfpoiition  of  the  papal  fubjedts  could  not  ea£ly 
be  provoked  to  reflftance.  The  liberality  of  Gangaaelli  with 
xegard  to  jeiigiotts  difUndtions,  is  the  moft  confpicuous  virtue 
in  his  chara^er;  though  it  expofes  him,  more  than  any  real 
hlsm%  to  |he  o^ttOk  of  bi^otted  cat)ioli€s« 
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JEn^ilh  Clajics  a^tdgeJ^r  ^^ing  Sek£l  IForh  of  Addifon^  PopCy  amt 
milt&riy  adapted  to  the  Peru/at  of  Touth^  of  both  SexeSf  at  Schools 
To  txihich  arefrefixedy  Oh/ern^ations  on  the  feveral  Authors^  ad^ 
drejfed  to  Parents  and  Prrceptors.  By  J.  Walker^  Author  of 
Kiermentsaf  Klocutto»yWi€torical Grammar ^I3c*  8<i;#»  3/*  6/* 
Robinfdn.  ,  '  ^  / 

Mr.  Walker  is  well  known  to  tlie  world  not  oriFy  for  bis  ac- 
ttirate  acquaintance  with  the.  Sngliih  language,  but  for  teach* 
ing  the  pronunciation  of  it  with  propriety  ;  and  it  i^  owiogr 
we  prcfume,  to  his  employment  in  the  latter  of  thefe  capacities* 
that  he  has  ttimed  his  thoaghts  towards  exec  toting  the  abridge- 
ment ROW  before  ns*  We  find  that  he  has  been  induced  to  this 
ondeitaking  from  an  opinion,  that  the  writings  even  of  the 
bed  anthoi^s  are  nnfuitable  to  the  purpoies  of  early  education  ; 
becanfe,  bHng  addrefied  to  mature  age,  they  prefent  fuch  pic- 
tures of  human  life  as^  though  both'  inflruftive  and  agreeable 
to  the  parent  and  philofbpher,  may  be  highly  improper  for  the 
{lerafal  of  popils  of  the  younger  clals^  whofe  imaginations 
ought  to  be  carefully  guarded  agarnft  whatever  is  indelicate. 

We  cannot  but  fincerely  approve  of  a  plan,  the  objed  of 
which  is  to  preserve  the  imaginations  of  yooth  from  the  intra*. 
lioD  of  improper  ideas  ;  and  it  a^Fords  us  additional  iatisfadtioD 
to  find  that  Mr.  Walker  has  fo  abridged  the  moft.  confpicuo.us 
Engliih  writers,  as  to  furniih  a  compendium  which  may  form 
the  taHe  of  youth,  without  the  danger  of  fullying  their  minds^ 
Tile  leledion  he  has  made  for  this  porpofe  alFords  fufficient 
proof  of  bis  own  tafte  and  judgment ;  which  are  farther  ^on- 
firmed  Syf  his  fehiible  observations  on  the  authors  whofe  works 
lie  has  abiridged.  We  would,  therefore,  recommend  this  volume 
as  a  valuable  produdtion  for  the  perufal  of  youth,  whom  it  may 
inilruft  and  entertain  by  the  pureft  fentiments,  in  language  the 
moil  elegant  and  chafte« 

Jl  Trip  t§  HoUand.     Containing  Sketches  of  CharaBcn :  together 

tvinth  Curfory  Ohfer*vations  on  the  Manners  and  Ci^oms  of  th$ 

Bmtcbm    Small  ^vo*    2s.  6d.    Becket, 

If  this  was  not  fo  pointecl  an  imitation  of  the  Sentimienta) 
tourney;  it  might  be  entitled  to  confiderable  praife ;  but  ^  we 
hate  e'en  Garrick,  thus  at  fecond  hand.*  Ihe  defcriptions,, 
however,  though  ilight,  are  appropriated,  the  narrative  lively, 
and  the  fentiment  entirely  Shandean. 

**  Obfervations  made  in  a  Trip  to  Holland-— Ha !  ha  I  ha  !*!- 
And  why  that  laugh,  eood  Mr.  Critic  i  You  imagine,  perhaps, 
that  a  Belgic  iky  has  fomething  particularly  baneful  in  its  in* 
finence  ;  and  that  the  man  who  has  refided  for  any  little,  time 
in  Holland  muft  neceiTarily  become  as  dull  and  phlegmatic  as 
many  of  its  inhabitants  }  *^  I  io.**  You  imagine,  likewife, 
that  a  Dutchman  is  totally  devoid  of  fentiment ;  and  that  a 
Dutchwoman  is  an  utter  dranger  to  thofe  finer  affections  of  the 
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fen\  wVich  fb  crntnefltly  charaacnrc  ow  lordy  countrywomen  ^ 
•*  Undoubtedly."  Why,  then,  yo«  arc  undoubtedly  m^ftakcn,' 

The  langu^e  ij  not  always  elegant ;  occafionally  a  vulgar 
word,  like  Shakfpeare's  *  blanket  of  the  night/  wit!  obfcure 
and  debafc  the  (entiment:  romctimes  our  cxpedations  are 
raifcd  without  an  adequate  gratification  ;  bat,  on  the  whole, 
our  author  may  be  literally  ftyled  *  an  agreeable  companion  ia 
a  pbft-chaife.* 

TMe  Defcrlptiim  and  Ufepfthe  new  invented  f^JU  Um^crfal  Sow- 
ing Machine y  fyr  hraad^cafilng  ir  drilling  €very  Kind^ff  Gf:aia^ 
Pul/ef  aad  Seed*  By  JoJja  Horn,  Sivo.  is.  6d.  Johnfon* 
This  machine  is  very  clearly  defcribed,  and  fceniff  really  to 
be  fold  at  an  inconfiderable  price.  In  this  the  patentee  has 
a^ed  with  difcrctlon ;  for  the  very  dear  rate  at  which  many  pa^ 
tent  machines  arc  fold,  is  the  ftroiigctt  incentive  to  other  w«rk- 
men  to  evade  the  excluiive  right.  .  It  encourages  no  peculiar 
method  of  huibandry,  but  is  equally  adapted  to  drilling  and 
broad-caft,  and  Teems,  fo  far  as  we  can  judge  from  the  defcrip- 
tion  zn'd  plate;  to  be  highly  ufeful.  We  have  not  feen  the  ^ 
machine  at  work,  and  we  know  that  apparently  the  belt  con- 
trivances ftfl  in  praaice ;  but  the  andior  feems  well  acqnainted 
with  hisfubjea;  and  we  have  much  reafon  to  confide  in  hit 
promifes.  It  is  not  cafy  to  giVe  ^  particular  account  of  his  in- 
vertiofl,  v&khootthe  affiftance  of  a  plate. 

Genuine  Memoirs  of  Jane  Elizabeth  Moore^  late  of  Bermondf^^ 

in  the  County  of  Surry  ;  iMritten  by  berfelf.    3  FoL.    izmo.    91. 
fewed*    ^^^* 

Mrs*  Moore,  by  a  concurrence  of  misfortunes,  chiefly  apci- 
dentaJ,  feems  10  have  been  reduced  from  a  ftate  of  affluence  tp 
poverty  and  dilirefs.  Though  we  cannct  recommend  the  work; 
yet  the-  feeling  heart  will  pity^  and  the  libci:al  one  affill  her. 
^be  Retchfordsi  or,  the  FrienMy  Counfellor:  dfjigncd  for  the  In- 

Jlruaion  and  Amufement  of  the  Touth  of  both  Sexes.    By  M.  /». 

InT^^oFoIs.    Svo.     3s.  \d.    Marihall. 

This  work  contains  fomc  ufeful  precepts*  bat  we  cannot 
.commend  it  highly  on  account  of  the  exceptionable  language, 
which  we  reprehended  in  a  fimilar  work  of  the  fame  editor^ 
Improper  words  ihould  be  very  fparingly  «fed,  even  when  they 
are  intended  to  be  «xpofed,  and  Ihould  be  carefully  pointed  oat 
as  mean,  vulgar,  and  inelegant.  The  parents  «fc  *  ugly'  and 
*  vaftly*  on  many  occaiions,  when  they  arc  not  properly  appli* 
cable  ;  and  the  editor  fpells  lilach  *  laylnc/  which  leads  to  a 
vulgar  ungraceful  mode  of  pronunciation-  The  language  of 
the  children  is  alfo  exceptionable:  we  are  enemies  toailifF, 
'  formal  phrafeology  ;  but  it  is  BOt  impoffible  to  blend  the  great- 
*ft  eafc  with  corxeanefs,  and  the  moil  poliihed  elegance  with 
p/fciiion.  While  wc  watch  over  the  food  of  young  minds,  we 
,  Ihall 
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fhall  not  overlook  fuch  onprs ;  and,  if  they  are  not  amended^ 
(hall  expofe  them  with  greater  feverity*. 

Interefiing  Memoirs*    By  a  Lanfy.     In  Tnva  Fels.     iimo.     jj. 
fpwed.     Cadell. 

laniany  refpedU  thefc  Memoirs  are  really  interefting^  for  the 
duties  of  iDorality  and  religioa  are  of  the  higheft  importance. 
They  are  in  different  parts  of  this  work  inculcated  with  a  zeal 
that  deferves  fuccefs.  In  other  refpedts,  the  Memoirs  are  amuf- 
Ingy  with  little  novelty  either  of  fentiment  or  charadter ;  but  the 
different  parts  are  well  proportioned  to  each  other ;  and  we  are 
never  long  detained  by  our  author's  infiradUons,  without  fooie 
relief  from  the  narrative. 

The  former  edition  of  thefe  Memoirs  was  circulated  in  a  re^ 
mote  part  of  the  kingdom ;  the  fecond  has  fucceeded  it,  and  ia 
now  firil  publiihed  in  England. 

Dairying  exemfUfied\  or  the  Bufint/s  of  Cheefe-making  laid  JawH 
from  approved  Rules  J  colleBed  from  the  mojl  experienced  Dairy 
ys^omen  of  fevtral  Counties.  By  y,  Tvjamley.  t<vo,  y.fc^jjed. 
Rivington. 

;Thb  treatife  contains  a  particular  account  of  thcs  art  of  mak« 
lag  cheefe  and  batter^  drawn  from  a  courfe  of  thirty  years 
praAice  in  thofe  ufeful  departments  of  rural  oeconomy.  The 
author,  Mr.  Twamley»  feems  indeed  to  write  from  experience; 
and  we  would  therefore  recommend  this  work  to  all  who  have 
any  concern  in  the  management  of  dairies,  as  abounding 
■with  obfcrvations  highly  inftru6live  and.  ufeful.  It  is  written 
in  a  plain  ilyle^  fuitable  to  one  whofe  .ftation  has  rendered  him 
familiar  with  the  fabje£l ;  and  it  likewife  contains  ofcful  obfcr- 
vations on  the  culture  of  the  orchard,  and  on  hufbandry* 

J  Compendium  of  ufeful  Knowledge.  By  Dr.  John  Trufler.  'i2«r«, 
3i«  6d.    Baldwin. 

This  Compendium  profefles  to  contain  a  cdncife  explanation 
of  every  thing  a  young  man  ought  to  know,  to  enable  him  to 
converie  on  all  general  topics— and  this  in  no  more  than  a  hun* 
dred  and  iixty  duodecimo  pages.  In  ioine  future  produ<Slion, 
wllo  needs  to  doubt  that  the  ingenions  Dr.  Tr»ftcr  will  co«»prife 
fill  ttfefui  knowledge  within  the  fmall  compafs  of  a  nut-fiiell  ? 

fhe  Sfhool  of.  Arts  \  or  an  JntroduBion  to  ufeful  Knmdedge*     By 
John  ivttfjon*     8«/tf.     ^s.  in  Boards.    .Murray* 

A  compilation  of  experiments  and  improvements  in  fevcral 
branches  of  fcience,  vi2.  mechanics,  electricity, , optics,  con* 
ftruAion  of  optical  inflrnments,  clock  and  watch-making,' aflro* 
nomy,  drawing,  etching,  engraving,  crayon-painting,  gilding, 
and  a  variety  ^  other  articles  in  difiWent  trader* 
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'PrfceJknts  cf  Proceedings  in  the  Haufi  of  Commons*  FoL,  ///.   Rc'^ 
luting  to,  ILords  and  Supply.     \to.     los.  feiued,     Dod£[ey* 

The  two  preceding  volames  of  this  work  have  bcctt  jmbltfted 

a  few  years  fince,  the  firft  in  1776,  the  ^coMd  ia  i/8i.  The 
publicatioo  is  of  a  nature  chieEy  ufeful  to  members  of  pariia* 
xwent;  bat,  from  the  g^iveral  information  it  affords,  muft  alfo 
prove  interefting  to  every  politicar reader.  Mf.  Hatfell  is  en- 
titled to  great  praife  for  the  pains  he  has  taken  to  delineate  th^ 
gcQaine  ipirit  of  the  conftitotion,  which  he  ihews  to  have  been 
always  founded  in  the  principles  of  public  liberty.  This  is 
that  venerable  fpirit,  an  inviolable  regard  to  which  ought  to 
be  cultivated  in  the  breaft  of  every  member  of  the  Britiih  legif- 
lature ;  and  by  an  attachment  to^the  precedents  it  has  in^ircd 
through  every  age,  the  conftitution  is  to  be  prcfcrvod  in  it*  an*  > 
cient  purity  and  vigour. 

The  Trial  of  a  Caufe  hetweeri  Mifs  Mellijh^  Plaintiffs  and  Mifs 
Rankin f  Defendant •     Sorj.     is,  6d.     Almon. 

In  this  Trial,  relative  to  an  ejedment  for  lands  in  thecoitnt/ 
of  Nottingham,  the  plaintiiF  claimed  to  be  eiuiiled  to  the  ell^tc 
of  her  father,  the  late  Charles  Melliih,  ef^.  in  preference  to 
the  defendant,  who  was  the  niece  of  the  deceafed,  and  one  of 
the  principal  parties  in  his  will.  The  jury  found  for  the  plain- 
tiff. This  caufe,  as  the  editor  of  the  trial  obferves,  affords  a 
ftrong  inflance  of  the  neceility  of  avoiding  equivocal  exprefflons 
in  deeds  which  relate  to  the  diipofal  of  property*     > 

Trial  of  John  Harl,  Efq.fcr  Adultery  and  Cruelty,,  Svo,    2s.  Gd, 

^ "  Lifler. 

This  Trial  expofcs  fome  very  remarkable  domcflic  fcencs  of 
the  cruelty  of  a  hufband  towards  hi»  wife ;  in  confeqaenc«  of 
which  ihe  obtained  a  divorce* 

A  Narrative  of  the  hordes  Dealings  voith  John  Martani.     i^tto* 
6d.    Gilbert  and  Plummen 

According  to  this  Narrative,  John  Marrant,  a  notoi-ious  young 
iinner  of  fifteen  years  of  age,  was  fuddenly  converted  to  the 
Chriftian  faith,  by  the  late  Mr.  Whitefield.  Coming  over  to 
England  afterwards,  he  became  a  difpenferof  the  Gofpel  under 
the  aufptces  of  the  countefs  of  Huntington,  and  is  now  a  mif- 
£onary,  for  the  converfion  of  the  Indians  in  America.  John's 
.  Narrative^s  hot  only  richly  feafoticd  with  adventure,  but  con- 
tains a  ipice  of  the  marvellous,  and  what  js  yet  more,  even  of 
the  miraculous.  We  fear  that  thefe  are  not  now  the  moft  con* 
vincing^ proofs  of  apoHolical  miffion« 
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ne  Trialf  at  Hereford^  the  Hon*  Edward  Foley ^  Plaintiff,  and 
Charles  Henry  Earl  of  Pete'rhorouzh  and  Monmouth^  Defendant^ 
Jar  cri/itinal  Conver/ation  tjoith  Lady  jinn  Foley,  tife  Plaintiff^s 
Wife*    J^to*    u.  6d»    Woodmao* 

-  The  circumibmces  of  this  Trial  are  foreign  to  a  Revievtr.  It 
IS  fufficient  for  U8»  therefore,  to  obfcrve,  that  the  jury  gave  the 
pldntifF  two  thottfand  £ve  hundred  pounds  damages. 

Wijlorical  Account  of  the  Settlement  and  PoJfeJ/son  of  Bombay  hy  the 
Eajt  India  Company,  '  Svom     55*     Robfon* 

A  mean,  languid,  and  totally  uninterefting  narrative^,  to 
nngrammatical,  that  it  can  be  the  produdion  of  none  but  a 
moll  illiterate  author. 

Twa  Letters  to  David  Hume^  By  one  of  the  People  called  ^akersm 
Svo.    6d.    Crowder* 

Thefe  Letters  contain  nothing  more  than  a  few  trite  obfer- 
vations  on  the  nature  and  tendency  of*  Mr.  Hume's  moral  prin- 
ciples, exprelTed  in  the  ufual  ilyle  of  the  Quakers. 

A  circumjiantial  Narratinfe  of  the  Lofs  of  the  Halfnvell  (Eafi 
Indiaman)^  Captain  Richard  Pierccy  iMhich  nvas  uvfortunatefy 
morecJted  at  Seacomhe,  in  the  IJle  of  Purheck,  on  the  Coaft  of  Dor^ 
fetjhirey  on  the  Morning  of  Friday  the  6th  of  January ^  1786. 
%vo.     IS.    Lane. 

The  melancholy  fate  of  the  Halfewell  EaU-Indiaman  is  al« 
ready  known  to  the  public,  and  is  a  fubjed  of  too  didrefsful  a 
nature  to  admit  of  repetition*  The  prefent  Narrative  is  faid 
to  be  compiled  from  the  communications,  and  onder  the  aatho- 
rities  of  Mr.  Henry  Meriton  and  Mr.  John  Rogers^  the  two 
chief  officers  who  efcaped  the  dreadful  catailrophe.  The  cir. 
cnmHances  attending  the  ihipwreck,  as  related  in  this  Narra- 
tive, the  ftyle  of  which  is  too  florid  for  the  fubje^l,  are  the 
&me  that  have  been  mentioned  in  the  public  prints,  a  little 
amplified,  particularly  in  the  account  of  captain  Pierce,  and 
others^  who  perifhedoit  this  lamentable  occaiion* 
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Various  SuhjeSs  of  NaturalHiflorj,  npherein  are  delineated  Birds, 
Animals^  and  many  curious  Plants.     By  J.  Miller,     Six  Num^ 
bersy  at  i/.  if.  each,  containing  Six  coloured  Plates.     Large  ' 
Folio.     Sewell. 

^T^HESE  large  and  very  beautiful  prints  are  designed  as  si 
•■'  fupplcment  to  the  author's  botanical  work ;  and  we 
equally  admire  the  ftrength  and  fpirit  of  the  attilLudes,  the 
fplendid  colouring,  and  the  judicious  choice  of  the  different 
fubjeds.  We  regret  only,  that  from  the  great  care  and  at- 
tention employed  in  the  execution,  they  muft  be  neceflarily 
beyond  the  reach  of  many  ardent  votaries  of  the  fcience 
which  they  fo  ftrikingly  illuftrate.  Six  Numbers  have  only 
yet  appeared  ;  and  we  fliall  enumerate  the  fubje<5ls  of  each.  . 

The  firft  plate  contains  the  lokia  orix,  a  new  fpccics,  firft 
defcribed  in  one.  of  the  Mantiflae  of  Linnaeus,  5275  amd  a 
ipecies  of  antholyza,  the  a.  cunonia. 

Another  fpecies  of  loxia,  the  1.  coronata,  and  a  vexy  ele-* 
gant  one  of  the  fplendid  genus  alAroemeria,  viz.  the  a.  iigta. 
The  a.  pelegrina  was  admitted  into  the  palaces  of  the  Peru- 
vian kings,  while  the  other  ornaments  were  golden  imiutions 
of  different  vegetables  *.  It  is  now  well  known  in  our  hoU 
houfes.  The  loxia  longicauda,  and  the  gnaphalium  eximium, 
from  the  vegetable  kingdom,  are  the  fubjefts  delineated  in  the 
third  table.  In  the  fourth,  the  colouring  in  the  copy  before 
as  is  not  laid  on  with  the  minute  exaftnefs  which  diftinguiflie* 
it  in  the  other  plates.  Its  fubjedts  are  the  pfittacus  atricapil- 
lus,  and  the  chelone  penftemon.  In  this  table,  as  well  as  in  , 
moft  of  the  others,  where  a  flower  is  delineated,  the  diiFerent 
parts  iare  feparately  engraved;  and,  if  neceflary;  magnified. 

In  the  fifth  are  the  pfiti«icus  aurantius,  and  the  illicium 
floudanum :  in  the  fixth,  the  upupa  promerops,  though  it  is 

*  Amaenitatei  Academics,  vol.  vi. 
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doubtful  whether  the  fpccimen  be  not  a  new  fpecies  ;  with  the 
eryngium  alpinum. 

In  the  feventh  table  is  a  reprefentation  of  one  of  the  moil: 
fplendid  plants  which  tl\p  new  difcovered  iflands  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean  yield.  Its  leaf  and  habit  refemble  the  magnolia,  its 
'flowerjs  very  dliFerent.  Mr.  Forfter  has  called  it  the  Barring- 
tonia  fpeciofa.  It  is  found  alfo  on  the  eaftern  coafts  of  India. 
The  next  table  prefents  us  with  the  ampelxs  Carolinenlisy  and 
a  new  plant,  the  amaryllis  crifpa:  the  ninth,  with  a  new- 
plant  from  Ethiopia,  the  antholyza  i^ihiopica.  The  tenth 
is  the  Canadian  elk,  the  cervus  alces  of. Linnaeus.  The 
eleventh,  the  lacerta  chamelion,  with  its  long  tongue  which 
entangles  flies.  The  twelfth,  the  larus  albus  from  the  krdic 
regions  ;  and  the  thirteenth?  the  lemur  murinus  from  Mada- 
'  gafcar,  in  its  waking,  and  lingular  flecping  Itate. 

The  fourteenth  table  contains  an  accurate  and  fplendid  re- 
prefentation of  the  cafuary  :  the  next,  the  male  and  female 
mufcicapa  ftriata,  from  Hudfon's  Bay ;  and  the  ampelis  cri- 
ftata,  from  America.  The  iixteenth  contains  a  very  beautiful 
bird,  the  Columba  coronota,  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  :  ' 
and  the  two  following,  two  fpecies  of  Falcon,  from  Tierra  del 
Fuego  and  Greenland.  In  the  nineteenth,  is  by  mach  the 
bell  reprefentation  of  the  hyaena  that  we  have  iecn  ;  and  ia 
coloured  print  of  the  black  wolf,  from  Hudfon's-bay.  The 
■viverra  tetradaflyla,  from  the  extremes  of  Africa,  is  the  only 
ornament  of  the  twentieth  plate  ;  but  in  the  twenty-firft,  ate 
three  little  birds  from  North  America,  the  parus  Hudfonicus* 
the  fringella  Hudfonica,  and  the  emberiza  leucophrys.  In  the 
twenty. fecond  .is  a  bird  of  the  heron  kind,  which,  from  the 
(hape  of  its  bill,  we  have  called  the  fpoon-b^ll,  the  platalea 
leucOrodia  of  Linnxus,  remarkable  for  building  its  neft  in 
trees.  In  the  twenty-third  and  thirty-fourth  tables,  are^  two 
'fpecies  of  penguin,  the  aprenodytcs  Patagonica' and  Magela- 
nica.  Thefe  birds  recal  ftrongly  fir  John  Narborou-gh's  de- 
•fcription.  He  fays  they  appear  like  children,  with  bibs  pinned 
'before  them.  This  appropriated  language,  from  ftrong  firft 
Impreffions,  is  often  highly  valuable  ;  and  its  expreifive-brevity 
A%  equally  ftriking,  in  a  groupe  of  thefe  animals>  in  the  tail- 
piece. 

The  twenty- fourth  plate  exhibits  the  cuculus  indicator,  from 
the  Capeof  Good  Hope,  the  little  bird  which  conducts  th« 
traveller  to  the  hoarded  treafure  of  the  induftriou^  bee,  by 
firft  attracting  his  notice,  and  then  hovering  over  the  fpot  with 
cxpreffive  cries.  It  cannot  obtain  the  honey  by  its  own  eflfcvts, 
and  is  therefore  contented  to  Ihare  the  plunder  with  a  more 
powerful  allv.    Thefe  birds  are  often  highly  ufeful  in  fuch  un- 

fre- 


Digitized  by  C3OOQ IC 


Miller^s  Natural  Hiftwyk  8^ 

frequented  deferts^  as  they  fbrniOi  a  palatable  addition  to  the 
flender  diet  of  the  traveller.  In  the  fame  plate  is  a  print  of 
the  fringilla  cyanocapilla  from  Senegal. 

The  twenty- fifth  plate  (hews  the  brucea  antidyfenterica,  a 
fpecies  of-a  new  genus  from  Africa,  ufed  by  the  natives  as  a 
fpecific  againft  the  dyfentery.  The  next  is  a  new  fpecies  of 
tcftudo  called  fulcaU,  from  the  Well  Indies  ;  the  (hell  is  beau* 
tifully  variegated:  and  the  following  objeft  is  the  Chinefe, 
wild  man,  We  recommend  the  animal  to  the  attention  of 
lord  Moiiboddo  ;  but,  if  we  can  trull  general  habits  and  ap- 
pearances, it  is  of  the  monkey  race.  Its  arms,  particularly, 
reach  far  below  its  knees  :  it  is,  however,  clafled  by  our  aa- 
thor  under  the  genus  homo.  . 

The  twenty-eighth  plate  reprcfents  that  fpecies  of  falcon^ 
fo  nfefttl  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  called  ferpentarius^ 
from  its  feeding  on  ferpents  The  following  plate  exhibits  a 
new  fpecies  of  pfittacus,  called,  from  its  native  haunts,  Gui- 
nieniis.  Two  birds  from  India,  and  one  from  South  America^ 
fill  the  twenty-ninth  plate.  The  firft  is  a  new  fpecies  of  the 
minute  trochilus,  from  its  voracity  called  gularis.  The  fecond 
is  a  new  fpecies  of  fringilla,  called  torqnata ;  and  the  lafl^ 
which  is  alfo  new,  is  the  motacilla  gularis. 

The  jerboa  Capenfis,  from  the  extremity  of  Africa,  is  a  ne# 
genus  of  the  fourth  clafs  of  I^innaeus.  It  is  a  beautiful  ani- 
mal, the  infides  of  whofe  ears  are  of  a  vivid  pink  colour.  Th^ 
next  objeft  is  a  new  fpecies  of  lemur,  the  L  bicolor  ;  and  the 
next  a  new  one  of  the  ods ;  the  firfl  is  from  South  America, 
and  the  fecond  from  India.  The  two  lall  plates  of  the  iixth. 
Number  reprefent  two  new  fpeciea  of  ardea,  from  South  Ame- 
rica, the  a.  nasvia  and  torquata. 

Wc  have  thus  given  a  fhort  defcriptioh  of  the  different  fttb» 
jcds  in  this  work,  with  a  few  remarks  to  point  out  their  na* 
turc.  It  will  be  readily  obferved,  thit  the  fpecies  delineated 
are  generally  new,  and  frequently  important.  When  thej^ 
were  before  known,  thofc  chiefly  are  feledled,  which  had  not 
been  hitherto  engraven  with  fufRcient  accuracy.  It  will  be 
obvious,  that  if  the  fame  care  be  employed  in  the  progrefs  of 
the  work,  it  will  become  very  valuable  ;  and  the  coft,  though 
great,  be  repaid  with  confiderable  information.  Ac  prefent« 
from  the  number  of  African  animals,  it  is  an  ufefal  addition 
to  Splirrmann's  Voyage^  and  we  fufpecl,  in  the  profecutioa 
of  it,  that  it  will  no  Icf*  affill  the  different  narrations  of  cap* 
tain  Cook.  At  the  fame  time,  it  will  be  a  monument  of  fkiU 
and  knowledge,  of  which  an  Englifhman  may  be  juftly  proud ; 
becanfe  it  is  the  work  of  his  countryman,  becaufe  it  is  yet  on^ 
livalled^  and  probably  will  remain  without  an  equal.    . 

C  a  ABio^ 
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A  Biographical  Diclionary^  containing  an  hifiorical  Account  of  alt 
'  the  Engra'vers;  from  the  earliefi  Period  of  the  Art  of  Engrail- 
ing to  the  prefent  27;;;^  ;  and  ajhort  Lift  of  their  moft  efteemed 
Works.  With  the  Cyphers,  Monogram,  and  particular  Marks, 
iifed  by  each  Mafter^'  accurately  copied  from  the  Originals,  and 
properly  explained.  To  ^which  is  prefixed.  An  EJjfay  on  the  Rife 
and  Progrefs  of  the  Art  of  Engraving,  Both  on  Copper  and  on 
Wood,  With  fever al  curious  Specimens  of  the  Performances  of 
the  moft  ancient  Mafters.  By  Jofeph  Strutt,  VoL  L  ^to. 
\U   \si  in  Boards,,     Faulder.  ,  I 

TN  England,  the  art  of  engraving  is  m a ch  cultivated >  and  its 
■^  artifts  now  excel  thoie  of  tv^ry  other  country  ;  yet  we  have 
ilill  wanted  a  fatisfadory  account  of  the  engravers^  or  th^lr 
works,  in  the  EngiiAi  language. 

*  In  France  (we  are  informed)  the  example  has  been  fet  ol 
by  Baibft,  who,  with  the  afliftance  of  the  notes  of  M.  Mariettc, 
lias  given  us  a  regular  account  of  upwards  of  a  thoufand  artids. 
It  is  a  very  ingenious  compilation,  and,  as  far  asit  goes,  ex* 
ccedingly  ufeful.  The  defcriptions  which  he  gives  of  the 
prints  belonging  to  each  artiil  are  very  accurate,  and  the  obfer* 
vations  which  occur,  areno  fmall  proofs  of  the  folidity  of  his 
jlicigRient ;  but  he  has  generally  omitted  to  inform,  us  of  the 
ilyle  or  manner  in  which  they  are  worked.:  neither  has  he  givea 
OS  the  marks  or  monograms,  which  they  often  fubilitut^d  in- 
Head  of  their  names  \  and  thefe  omifHons  render  his  work 
much  lefs  valuable  than  it  would  otherwife  have  been,  becaufe 
it  affords  us  bat  little  alTidance  in  diflinguifhing  the  works  of 
one  mailer  from  thofe  of  another  of  the  fame  name,  or  who 
might  ufe  the  fame  mark. 

*  The  other  foreign  publications  upon  the  fobje€^,  though 
very  multifarious,  are,  never thelefs,  exceedingly  defedive  ; 
few  of  them  fpeak  of  the  art  of  engraving  abllrat^edly  ;  and 
the  greater  pare  of  them  are  little  more  than  unfatisfadory  ca- 
talogues of  the.  names  of  the  artifts,  or  lifts  of  their  works, 
without  any  proper  defcription.  If  profeflbr  Chrift  had  paid  a 
fuFicient  atl€nti(5Trto  this  particular,  his  Didicnary  of  Mono- 
grams would  have  afforded  infinitely  more  afCftance  ihdiftin- 
guifliing  the  works  of  the  old  maOers,  the  one  from  the  other; 
though  it  is  confefTedly,  as  it  ftands,  a  very  defirable  perform- 
ance. In  Englifh,  we  have  Evelyn's  Sculptura  ;  a  fmall  book» 
entitled  Sculptura  Hiftorico-Technica,  compiled  originally  by 
the  elder  Faithorne  -,  and  the  Series  of.Engravers,  publifhed  at 
Cambridge:  thefe,  excepting  catalogues  of  particular  mafters 
works,  are  all  the  books  I  can  recoiled  of  any  confequence,  in 
which  the  artifts  are  generally  fpoken  of  (for  Virtue's  Cata- 
logue of  the  Engi*aveis,  publiftied  by  the  hon.  Mr.  Walpole, 
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is  confined  tp  the  Englilh  fchool  only ;  and  that  they  are  very 
defedive,  a  fmall  degree  of  examtnation  will  abundantly  prov^. 
I  need  not  fay  how  expenfive  it  would  be  to  purchafc  all  the 
publications,  which  bear  any  reference  to  the  art  of  engraving  ; 
but  I  fear,  the  information  to  be  gained,  from  the  far  greater 
part  of  them,  would  be  neither  adequate  to  the  cofl,  nor  the 
llndy  which  m\A.  neceflarily  be  beftowed  upon  them.' 

The  title  of  the  v/ork  fufficiently  explains  its  form,  which 
is  well  adapted  to  the  author's  defign.  A  fyftem  of  the  art 
might  have  been  fcientifically  arranged  ;  but  the  lives  of  the 
artifts  require  no  fuch fetters,  and  they  would  leflen  the  utility 
of  a  work  of  this  kind,  which  is  rather  to  be  referred  to  than 
rpad.  A  chronological  table  is,  however,  intended  to  be  placed 
at  the  end  of  the  fecond  volume,  with  a  lift  of  the  difciples 
of  each  mafter. 

*  Nearly  three  thoufand  names  arc  included  in  the  narrow 
limits  of  this  work  ;  the  lives  of  the  artift«  muft,  of  courfe,  be 
drawn  Up  in  as  fhort  a  compafs  as  poflibie.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  dryneffl  of  a  isi^i^  Diftionary  hiftory,  as  a)fo  of  the  frequent 
reperiiions  which  muft  neceflarily  occur;  and  \  have  endea- 
voured to  compenfate  for  thefc  defedls,  by  a  diligent  attention 
i;o  truih  :  at  the  fame  time,  whenever  I  could  meet  with  an  in- 
tereiling  anecdote  to  enliven  the  performance,  I  have  gladly 
inferred  it.  But  fo  many  of  the  engravers  lived  and  died  in  ' 
obfcurity,  that  little,  very  little  matter  of  amufement,  exclu- 
five  oi  the  arts,  can  be  gathered  from^he  barren  foil.  Thefe 
unfavourable  circtiroftances  will  not,  I  hope,  be  placed  to  my 
account,  even  when  it  appears,  that  1  have  chofen  rather  to 
leave  the  fubjedl  naked  as  it  is,  than  to  adorn  it  in  a  more 
pleafing  manner,  at  the  expense  of  veracity. 

*  With  refpcdl  to  the  general  charadcrof  eacb  artift,  I  have 
written  as  an  engraver,  and  endeavoured,  as  clearly  as  pofEble, 
to  point  out  the  ftyle  in  which  he  worked,-  and  wherein  his 
great  excellence  confifted  ;  and  upwards  of  twenty  years  expe- 
rience may,  perhaps,  plead  a  little  in  favour  of  my  judgment. 
J  have  cdnftantly,  however,  endeavoured  to  deliver  my  fenti- 
menis  in  the  rooft  impartial  manner:  and  if  I  am  in  any  in- 
ftance  thought  to  fpeak  too  highly  in  favour  of  the  artift,  I  hope 
to  claim  feme  fmail  (hare  of  indulgence,  bocaufe  I  conftantiy 
ipcak  as  I  ieel,  and  never  prefume  to  give  my  opinion  pofitivc- 
]y,  without  adding  the  reafons  upon  which  it  is  grbundcd.' 

5o  far  as  this  work  has  gone,  the  judicious  author  has  ful- 
filled his  promifes  \  and  we  receive  it  with  mere  pleafure,  fince 
we  aie  very  fenfible  of  the  difhculties  which  muft  have  attended 
the  execution.  The  feveral  engravers,  in  this  volume,  appear 
TO  us  very  accurately  charafterizcd ;  and  where  their  lile  h^s 
admitted  of  introducing  any  entertaining  circumftances,  out 
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of  the  line  of  their  profeffion,  they  have  been  Tjroperly  iti^ 
ferted.  Asa  fpecimen  of  this  kind,  we  (hall  traafcribe  tho 
Life  of  John  Blagrave. 

*  John  Blagrave,  born  Died,-i6iK     An  excellent  ma- 

thematician.    He  was  the  fecond  fon  of  John  Blagrave,  of  Bul- 
marfh-Court,  in  the  county  of  Berk(hire.     The  former  part  of 
his  education  He  received  at  Reading,  from  whence  he  removed 
to  Su  John's  college,  Oxford,  When  he  quitted  the  univerfuy, 
where  he  did  not  long  reiide,  he  retired  to  Southcote-Lodge, 
and  devoted  his  time  to  ftudy,  his  genius  chiefly  leading  him  to 
the  fcience  of  mathematics.     He  alfo  reduced  his  fiudi^s  to 
pradtice,  ahd  gave  to.  the  public  the  fruit  of  his  labours*    He 
was  a  man  of  a  benevolent  difpofition  ;  and  his  judicious  cha* 
rities  are  ftill  remembered  at  Reading  with  gratitude.     Ono 
efpecially  is  too  lingular  to  be  omitted  in  this  place.  Anpually. 
on  Good  Friday,  he  appointed  the  church-wardens  of  the  feve- 
ral  parifhes  in  that  towii,  tp  choofe  three  maidens  of  fair  cba- 
tadter,  each  of  which  had  lived  three  years  in  her  place,  an4 
tp  bring  them  to  the  town  hall,  where,  before  the  mayor  2nd 
fddermen^  they  cail  dice;  and  ihe  wh6  is  fo  fortunate  as  to 
throw  thehigheft  number,  is  prefented  with  a  purfe  containing 
ten  pounds,  and  attended  by  the  other  two  maidens  who  loft 
the  caft.     The  year  following,  the  maidens,  who  loft  the  caft 
the  year  before,  come  again,  with  a  third  added  to  them,  and 
throw  again*    But  if  any  one  is  fo  unfortunate  as  to  lofe  three 
throws,  ihe  cannot  call  a  fourth  time,  but  is  excluded  irom  the 
t)enefit  of  the  charity.    Mr.  Aihmole,  who  gives  a  full  account 
of  this  cuftom,  adds :  ^'  it  is  lucky  money  ;  for  I  never  heard, 
but  that  the  maid  that  had  the  ten  pounds  fuddenly  got  a  good 
huiband."     Mr.  Blagrave*  died  at  his  houfe  near  Reading,  Au<r 
guH  9,  161 !,  and  was  interred,  near  his  mother,  in  the  church 
of  St.  Lawrence,  in  that  town.     His  principal  works  are  the 
following  :  a  Treatife  on  the  making  and  uiing  the  familiar 
Staff.    The  Aflrolabium  Uranicum  gcnerale.    The  Art  of  pir 
ailing,  and  the  Mathematical  Jewel.     This  jad  is  his  greateft 
and  mofl  elleenied  performance!     It  was  printed  in   15S5,  at 
London,  with  this  note  in  the  frontifpiece ;  *'  By  John  Bla- 
grave of  Reading,  gentleman,  and  well-wilier  to  the  mathei- 
matics,  who  hath  cut  all  the  prints  or  pi6iures  of  the  whole 
with  his  own  hands."    They  are  vi^ooden  cuts,  and  neatly  exei- 
cuted.    Where  he  has  not  put  his  name  at  length,  it  is  thus 
abreviated,  **  J,  Blag,  fculp." 

As  a  fpecimen  of  his  charafters  of  the  ftyle  of  engravers^ 
we  (hall  feleft  the  following  account  of  that  of  Cornelius' 
Ploemart. 

•  The  manner  of  engraving,  adopted  by  this  excellent  artiftt 
lippe^rs  to  xne  tp  be  tiot  only  quite  original,  but  the  fonrce  from 
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which  we  maf  trace  that  ftyle,  in  which  the  gneateft  and  bed 
French  mafters  excelled  :  thofe  I  mean»  who  worked  with  the 
graver  only.  He  covered  the  lights  upon  his  diftances,  and 
the  other  part3  of  his  plates,  which  required  tinting,  with  great 
care.  The  lights,  whether  on  the  diftant  hills,  trees,  build- 
ings, or  figures,  in.tjie  engravings  prior  to  his  time,  had  beea 
fcft  quite  clear,  and  by  fo  many  white  fpots  fcattcred,  in  va» 
rious  parts  of  the  fame  deiign,  the  harmony  was  deftroyed,  the 
fobjefi  confafed,  and  the«principal  figures  prevented  from  re- 
lieving with  any  ftf iking  tStOi.  By  this  judicious  improve- 
ment, filoemart  gave  to  his  prints  a  more  clear  and  finifhed  ap* 
pearance,  than  all  the  laboured  neatoefs  even  of  Jerom  Wierix 
had  been  able  to  produce* 

*  He  drewcorpe^lly ;  but  from  his  ftyle  of  engraving,  which 
is  executed  entirely  with  the  graver,  the  extremities  of  his  fi- 
gures are  heavy ;  and  his  heads  are  not  always  equally  beautiful 
or  expreilive.  With  refpecft  to  the  mechanical  part  of  the 
works,  few  indeed  have  excelled  him,  either  in  clearnefs  or 
freedom  of  execution.  His  great  fault,  however,*  is  want  of 
variety.  The  naked  parts  of  his  figures,  the  draperies,  and 
the  back-ground,  are  equally  neat,  and  engraved  precifely  in 
the  fame  manner.  Hence  the  effedt  is  flat,  and  the  flefh,  for 
want  of  fufficienc  di(lin£lion,  appears  cold  and  filvery.  His 
works  are  juftly  held  in  high  elhmation.' 

In  other  parts,  he  inferts  ufeful  cautions  to  collectors,  which 
may  be  attended  to.  with  advantage.  Speaking  of  the  works 
of  Scheltius  a  Bolfwert,  he  obferves, 

*  It  is  very  neceiTary  to  caution  the  colledlors  of  this  mader's 
works  (thofe  efpecially  who  are  not  very  converfant  with  them), 
that  many  of  them  have  been  copied  in  a  very  careful  manner,  fo 
as  eafily  to  deceive  the  ucfkilful.  Some  of  thefe  copies,  as  the 
Marriage  of  the  Virgin,  from.  Rubens,  &c.  are  by  Lawers. 
But  thofe  which  are  moil  likely  to  miflead  are  by  Ragot,  a 
French  engraver,  employed  by  Mariette  the  print-feller,  who 
frequently  meeting  with  the  reverfes  or  counter'^proofs,  from 
the  prints  of  Bolfwert,  gave  them  to  the  engraver;  and  he 
imitated  them  with  the  utmoft  precifion.  By  this  means  the 
imprcflions  from  the  plate  copied  come  upon  the  paner  the  fame 
way  with  the  original.  It  is  true,  his  name  is  uiuaify  affixed  at 
the  bottom  ;  but  it  is  ofteil  cut  off,  and  then  the  copy  is  not 
jeafily  dillinguilhfed  from  the  original.  Among  other  prints 
thus  imitated  by  Ragot  from  Bolf\Vert,  is  Chrill  crucified  be- 
tween the  two  thiev<s ;  where  the  fbldier  is  reprefented  pierc- 
ing his  fide,  from  Rubens.' 

At  the  end  of  the  volume  is  a" very  full  colledlion  of  en- 
gravers marks  and  monograms,  with  an  EfTay  on  the  Art  of 
.{.ngravingf  and  fome  obfcrvations  on  the  fubje^,  by  another. 
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hand.  We  entirely  agree  in  this  ingenious  author's  opinion« 
that  of  all  the  imitative  arts,  engraving  is  moft  applicable  to 
general  ufe.  Prints,  from  the  facility  with  which  they  are 
multiplied,  have  a  great  advantage  over  paintings.  Many  of 
the  beft  paintings  of  the  early  mafters  have  been  executed  on 
walls,  or  de^ofited  in  damp  unfrequented  buildings  ;  while  a 
print,  with  common  care,  pafles  unhurt  from  one  coUedlion 
to  another.  In  England,  where  capital  performances  of  (he 
ancient  mafters  are  very  fcarce,  we  are  much  indebted  to  prints 
for  giving  us  proper  ideas  refpedting  their  merits.  As  far  as 
defign,  compofition,  and  drawing,  are  concerned,  a  print  is 
equally  ellimable  with  a  pidure  ^  and  if  the  painter  was  a  bad 
colouriA;  as  was  the  cafe  with  Peter  Tefta,  the  print  gives 
him  a  reputation,  which,  on  account  of  that  defedt,  he  never 
would  have  acquired  from  the  pidure.  *  What  printing  has 
been  with  refpe^l  to  general  fcience,  engraving  has  been  to 
the  arts  ;  and  the  works  of  the  old  Italian  mafters  will  be  in- 
debted to  engraving  for  that  perpetuity  which  the  invention 
of  printing  has  fecured  to  the  Jerufalem  of  Taflb,  and  the 
tragedies  of  Shakfpeare  and  Corneille.' 

Mr.  Strutt  very  accurately  examines  the  different  evidences 
in  favour  of  Italy  and  Germany,  in  refpeft  to  the  invention 
of  engraving  plates  for  impreftions,  and  concludes  that  there 
is  the  greateft  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  art  was  pradlifed  in 
Germany  before  it  reached  Italy.  It  did  not  appear  in  Italy 
before  the  year  1460;  while  it  may,  with  the  greateft  jufticc, 
be  placed  ten  years  earlier  among  the  Germans.  Thfe  author 
is  of  opinion,  that  the  art  was  praflifed  in  its  infancy,  in  our 
own  country,  of  which  he  produces  a  fpecimen,  together  with 
feveral  other  plates,  either  originals,  or  copies  from  the  oldeft 
mafters* 

This  volume  finifhes  with  the  letter  G,  and  abounds  with 
information,  fuperior  to  any  work  we  have  fcen  on  the  fame 
fubjedt.  We  hope  that  the  author  will  complete  his  defign, 
io  foon  as  the  great  attention  and  care,  necelTary  for  the  pur- 
■pofe,  will  permit.  In  the  profecution  of  it,  we  Woald  advife 
him  to  write  aqua  tint^,  inftead  of  aqua  tint^,  which  is  a  vuU 
^arifm  much  beneath  a  writer  of  his  rank. 

Pbilojopbkal  Ttan/aSions  of  tbt  Royal  Society  of  London.^    VoL 
LXXy.  For  tbe  Tear  X-j^i.   Pari  I.  (Concluded,  from  p.  ^^  J 

A  Rticle  XI.  Obfervations  and  Experiments  on  the  Light  of 
*^  Bodies  in  a  State  of  Combuftion.  By  the  Rev.  Mr. 
^loJ-gan.— -The  experiments  and  conclufions  of  Mr.  Morgan 
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arc  very  ingenious.  As  it  feems  now  to  be  generally  acknow- 
ledged, that  light  18  a  body,  confifting  of  different  parts,  ca- 
pable of  becoming  a  component  part  of  other  bodies,  and  of 
being  feparated  by  a  fuperior  attradion,  Mr.  Morgan  examines 
the  phaenomena  of  combaition,  to  afcertain  the  manner  of  its 
reparation.  It  appears,  from  this  enquiry,  that  the  moft  re- 
frangible rays  are  -decompofed  with  the  leaft  heat,  and  the 
Jcaft  refrangible  only  with  a  greater ;  but  befides  the  liiere 
power  of  heat,  there  are  other  modes  of  retarding  or  accele- 
rating the  combuflion  of  bodies. 

*  I.  A  candle  burns  mod  rapidly  and  brilliantly  in  dephlo- 
gifticated  afr. 

*  2.  The  blue  column  of  a  fulphurcous  flame  in  pure  air  Is 
changed  into  a  dazzling  white. 

*  3.  The  flame  of  itiilammable  air,  when  mixed  with  nitroqs 
air,  is  green.    It  is  white  flrongly  tinged  with  the  indigo  and 
violet  when  mixed  with  common  air  ;  but  when  mixed  with  de-  ' 
phlogiflicated  air,  or  furrounded  by  it,  the  brilliancy  of  its 
Hame  is  moil  iingularly  beautiful. 

'  If  the  preceding  fa6ts  prove  that  light,  as  an  heterogen^eoos 
body,  is  gradually  decompofed  during  combuflion ;  if  they 
prove,  likewife,  that  the  indigo  rays  efcape  with  the  leaft  heac^ 

»and  the  red  with  the  grea^efl ;  I  think  we  may  rationally  account 
for  feveral  iingularities  in  the  colours  of  different  flames.  If  a 
piece  of  paper,  impregnated  with  a  folution  of  copper  in  the 
nitrous  acid,  be  fet  on  fire,  the  bottom  and  fides  of  the  flame 
are  always  tinged  with  green.  Now  this  fiame  is  evidently  in 
that  weak  flate  of  decompofition,  in  tvhich  the  mod  refrangible 
rays  efcape  in  the  greatell  abundance;  but  of  thefe  rays  the 

*  green  efcaped  mofl  plentifully  through  the  unignited  vapour, 
and  that  portion  of  the  atmofphere  which  feparates  the  eye  from 
the  flame.  The  peculiarity  which  I  have  now  endeavoured  to 
account  for  may  be  obferved  in  the  greatell  perfedion  in  brafs  . 
founderies.  The  heat  in  this  infta,n<:e,  though  very  ftrong,  is 
fcarcely  adequate  to  the  decompofition  of  the  metallic  vapour 
which  efcapes  from  the  melted  brafs.  A  very  fingular  flame, 
therefore,  appears  to  the  eye ;  for  while  its  edges  are  green, 
its  body  is  fuch  as  to  give  the  objedls  around  a  very" pallid  or 
ghallly  appearance,  which  is  the  confequence  of  its  wanting 
that  portion  of  red  rays  which  is  neceffary  to  make  a  perfect 
white.' 

Many  other  fingularities,  in  the  appearance  of  flame,  are 
examined  and  explained  on  the  famf;  foundation,  with  equal 
ingenuity.  / 

The  appearances  of  eleftric  light  next  claim  Mr.  Morgan's 
attention.  £v«ry  fluid  or  folid  body  may  be  made  luminous 
by  the  paffageof  ele^ic  light;  but  the  difhculty  of  making- 

any 
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any  body  laminODS'  is  great^r^  tlie  more  powerful  that  body  i^ 
as  a  condqftor,  or  the  more  its  dcnfity  is  incrcafed.  Again, 
the  brilliancy  and  fplendour  of  the  cleflric  fluid,  in  its  paffage 
through  any  body,  are  increafed  by  leflening  the  diroenfions  , 
of  that  body  ;  and  the  influence  of  different  media,  on  elec- 
tric light,  is  analogous  to  their  influence  on  folar  light.  Thefc 
fcveral  pofitions  are  elucidated  by  decifive  experiments.  The . 
conclofions  from  them  are  equally  ingenious ;  but  they  would 
not  be  eafily  intelligible  without  the  experiments,  fo  that  we 
muft  refer  to  the  volume. 

In  the  obfervations  ,on  phoiphoric  light,^r.  Morgan  obje^ 
to  Mr.  Wilfon's  opinion,  that  it  proceeds  from  a  flow  conj- 
buflion  ;  and,  witli  more  reafon  attributes  it  to  the  light  of 
the  fun  not  being  immediately  refledled,  but  to  its  being,  re- 
tained with  fome  force,  though  not  actually  abforbed.  In  fa£t| 
the  phofphoric  light  is  nearly  in  the  fanLe  ftate  with  heat, 
which,  when  added  to  a  body>  and  not  combined  with  it  as  a 
component  part,  gradually  efcapes.  As  fome  bodies  receive 
heat  by  expofure  to'it,  into  their  compofition,  without  allow- 
ing it  to  efcape,  fo  fome  metallic  calces  are  changed  in  con- 
fcquence  of  expofure  to  light.  Again,  phofphoric  light  is 
fometimes  feparated  by  heat,  but  not  attended  with  any  ad- 
ditional heat ;  and,  in  this  cafe,  we  approach  more  nearly  to 
Mr.  Wilf<fh's  opinion  of  its  being  a  mode  of  combullion.  But 
we  muft  not  indulge  otirfelves  too  much  in  thefc  refledtions*    ^ 

Art.  XIL  On  the  Conftruftion  of  the  Heavens.  By  Wil- 
liam Hcrfchel,  Efq.  F.  R.  S. — The  magnitude  of  the  objeds, 
the  vaft  diftance,  and, amazing  extent  of  the  fields  of  view, 
mentioned  in  this  paper,  fill  the  mind  with  idbas  fo  immcnfe, 
that  it  is  lofl  in  the  contemplation  ;  and,  when  we  endeavouf 
to  purfne  them  in  imagination,  we  often  lofe  fight  of  the 
whole.  We  have  frequently  experienced  this  obfcurity  in  re- 
viewing^ Mr.  Herfchel's  refearches  :  we  now  feel  it  with  addi- 
tional force  ;  fo  that  we  fear  our  account  of  this  paper  W'ill 
appear  imperfed  and  pbfcure.  We  cannot  enter  gn  it  at  any 
length  ;  for  then  our  article  muft  equal  the  original. 

A  reader  of  Mr.  Herfchel's  works  mufi:  poflefs  a  lively  ima- 
gination, and  a  clear  ready  comprehenfion  :  he  mufl  forget 
his  former  ideas  of  fixed  ftars  being  fcattered  in  parallel  planes; 
and  mufl  learn  to  conceive  as  many  diflerent  inclinations  of 
them,  as  there  are  varieties  of  nebulse  or  fyftems. 

At  page  eighteenth  of  the  laft  volume,  we  gave  fome  ac- 
count of  the  author's  firfl  paper  on  this  fubjedt.  He  now  purfues 
his  former  reafoning.  The  groups,  he  fuppofes^  may  be  forzhed 
by  the  laws  of  attraction  :  if  we  originally  fuppofe  the  ilars 
^  feat 
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Scattered  regularly,  fome  larger  ilar  will  attraft  the  neigh* 
bouring  fmailer  ones,  attd  their  united  power  will  coatributo 
to  increafe  the  number  ;  {q  that  diflindl  nebulae  will  be  formed, 
i^ach  of  which  will  comprehend  a  great  number  of  ftars.  The 
nebulae  will  be  varied  in  form,  from  the  fize  of  the  ilars^  their 
original  vicinity,  and  other  circumllances  ;  and,  wb^n  thefe 
become  numerous,  vacant  fpaces  will  confeqaently  bo  left^- 
This  theoretical  view  is  very  confonant  to  what  really  ap- 
pears ;  ^nd  the  agreement  is  fo  flriking,  that  it  muft  be  very 
near  the  truth.  In  this  theory,  Mr.  Herfchel  coniiders  a  pro- 
jectile force  as  originally  imprefTed  on  thefe  bodies,  to  avoid 
the  objedtion,  that  if  this  account  were  trCie,  we  know  of  no 
power  which  could  impede  their  falling  into  each  other.  We 
fee  afterwards  reafon  to  think,  that  this  fometimes  happens. 
If  we  fuppofe  the  dillance  of  a  ftar  of  the  firft  magnitude  to 
be  unity,  one  of  the  fecond  as  at  twice  the  dillance,  and  (b 
on  to  the  feventh,  the  fmalleft  ftar  that  we  can,  evert  witl^ 
common  affiftance,  perceive, 

*  -rit  follows,  that  an  obferver,  who  is  ioclofed  in  a  globular 
duller  of  ftars,  and  not  far  from  the  center,  will  never  be  able, 
with  the  naked  eye,  to  fee  to  the  end  of  it :  for,  fince,  accord- 
ing to  the  above  eftimations,  he  can  only  extend  his  view  to 
about  feven  times  the  diftance  of  Sirius,  it  canjriot  be  expelled 
that  his  eyes  ihould  reach  the  borders  of  a  duller  which  bai 
perhaps  not  lefs  than  fifty  ftars  in  depth  every  ^v  he  re  around 
him.  The  whole  univcrfe,  therefore,  to  him  will  be  comprifed 
in  a  fet  of  conftellations,  richly  ornamented  with  icattered  ftars 
of  all  fizes.  Or  if  the  united  brightnefs  of  a  nt;g  ..^ouring 
clufter  of  ftars  fhould,  in  a  remarkable  cicar  night,  reach  hit 
iight,  it  will  put  on  the  appearance  of  a  fn.alK  faint,  whitiik 
nebulous  cloud,  not  t9  be  perceived  without  the  greateft  atten- 
tion. To  pafs  by  other  iituations,  let  him  be  placed  in  a  muck 
extended  ftratum,  or  branching  duller  of  millions  of  ftars,  fuck 
as  may  fall  under  the  third  form  of  nebulae.  Here  alfo  the  hea- 
vens will  not  only  be  richly  fcattered  over  with  brilliant  con- 
ftellations, but  a  ftiining  aione  or  milky  way  will  be  perceived 
to  furround  the  whole  fphere  of  the  heavens,  owing  to  the  com- 
bined light  of  thofe  ftars  which  are  too  fmall,  that  is  too  re- 
mote to  be  feen.  Our  obfcrver's  fight  will  be  fo  <;onfinedy  that 
he  will  imagine  this  finglecolledion  of  ftars,  of  which  be  does 
not  even  perceive  the  thoufandth  part,  to  be  the  whole  con- 
teots  of  the  heavens,- 

All  this  very  nearly  agrees  with  afiual  .obfervations  \  the 
different  kinds  of  nebula  are  obferved  in  the  forms  here  theo* 
retically  pointed  out ;  and,  inftead  of  an  imaginary  defcrip- 
lioOf  i^  feems  actually  x:o|>ied  fropii  nature.   The  nebula  which 
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we  inhabit  appears,  from  the  refults  of  the  table  of  ftar-gageff, 
to  be  of  the  third  kind,  a  vtxy  extenlive  branching  cmnpound 
'  congeries  of  many  millions  of  flars.  The  feftion  of  the  heavens, 
delineated  in  the  plate,  is  drawn  on  a  fcale,  in  which  the  di- 
ilance  of  Sirius  is  -^^  of  an  inch  ;  and,  in  this  fcale,  ill  the 
ftars  which  we^  fee  in  the  fineft  nights  may  be  comprehended 
within  a  circle  of  lefs  than  ^  of  an  inch  radius. 

It  is  impolTible  to  follow  the  very  wonderful  phaenomena 
which  Mr.  Herfchel  points  out.  He  then  proceeds  to  enume- 
rate tjie  different  nebulae,  ^nd  to  confider  their  diftance*  In 
this  refpeft,  there  muft  be  nccelTarily  much  doubt.  Some  of 
thefe  feem  not  to  be  at  lefs  than  fix  or  eight  thoufand  times 
the  diftance  of  Sirius.  All  thefe  circumllances,  though  ap- 
parently fo  alloniihing,  reft  on  a  better  foundation  thai)  many 
of  the  theories  implicitly  believed  by  mankind. 

The  paper  concludes  with  an  account  of  fome  nebulae, 
which  which  are  called  planetary.  The  edges  ape  well  de- 
fined ;  but  they  preferve  their  brightnef^,  with  very  high  mag- 
nifying powers  :  they  are  not  bright  enough  for  fingle  ftars, 
and  too  much  fo  for  comets  in  their  aphelion.  M^.  HerfcHel 
feems  to  fufpeft,  that  they  may  have  arifen  froni  nebulas, 
which,  in  cohfequence  of  various  changes,  may  have  rufhed 
together,  and  been  deftroyed ;  but  he  purpofes  to  examine 
them  more  particularly. 

Art.  XIIL  Remarks  on  Specific  Gravities  taken  at  different 
Degrees  of  Heat,  and~  an  cafy  Method  of  reducing  them  to 
a  common  Standard.  By  Richard  Kirwan,  F.  R.  S. — This 
article  cannot  be  abridged,  becaufe  its  utility  confifts  in  tables, 
which  we  cannot  tranfcribe.  The  title  explains  its  import ; 
and  it  is  executed  with  great  accuracy  and  ingenuity. 

Art.  XIV.  Eledrical  Experiments  made  in  Order  to  afcer- 
tain  the  non- conducing  Power  of  a  perfeft  Vacuutn,  &c.  By 
Mr.  William  Morgan — The  non-condu6ling  power  of  a  per- 
fe^  vacuum  is  in  this  article  well  afcertained,  by  the  author's 
having  produced  one  more  perfed  than  we  have  yet  knownji 
When  the  air  is  rarefied  it  becomes  a  condudor,  though,  in 
its  common  ftate  it  is  no  longer  fo.  Mr.  MQrgan's  ingenuity 
and  knowledge  of  nature  would  enable  him  to  purfue  this  fub* 
jeft  with  advantage. 

Art.  XV.  Experiments  and  Obfervations  relating  to  Air  and 
Water.  By  the  Rev.  Jofeph  Prieftley,  LL.  D.  F.  R.  S.— Dr. 
Pfieftley  deferves  as  much  praife  for  candour,  as  for  his  ajbi-. 
lities.  The  expeaime.nts  before  us  are  a  valuable  fujpplciji^nt 
to  thofe  of  M.  Lavoifier  5  though  there  fee^is  fo  have  been  a 
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little  diference  in  the  memoir  tranfmicted  to  T^t.  Prieftley. 
from  that  which  was  publiAied. 

Iron  melted  in  pure  air,  by  a  burning  lens,  was  found  to 
abibrb  the  air  almoft  entirely  ;  the  remainder  was  fixed  air» 
and  the  iron  was  reduced  to  a  calx  ;  it  iocreafed  in  weight  in 
proportion  to  the  air  abforbed.  On  reducing  it,  the  increafed 
'  weight  difappeared,  and  the  inflammable  air  loft  was  exadUy 
the  quantity  fufficient  to  faturate  the  pure  air  which  had  ori- 
ginally difappeared  ;  that  is,  it  was  enough  to  have  completely 
exploded  together.  The  additional  weight  which  the  iron  had 
loft,  however,  appeared  in  the  form  of  water,  -that  covered  the 
fides  of  the  veffel  in  which  the  experiment  was  made.  The 
remaining  air  was  inflammable.  The  experiment  fucceeded 
alio  in  Dr.  Prieftley's  hands  with  copper  and  mercury,  though 
M.  Lavoifier's  experiment  with  the  tube  of  copper  failed.  Wp 
muft,  therefore,  wait  for  farther  information  on  this  fubjed.  . 
In  other  experiments.  Dr.  Prieftley  found  that  water  was 
eflential  to  the  produ^ion  of  inflammable  air.  He  was  no£ 
aware  that  iron  and  charcoal,  when  intenfely  hot,  had  fo  ftrong 
an  attraftion  for  water,  that  *  they  would  attraft  it  'in  the 
TskdA  of  the  hotteft  fire,  and  through  the  pores  of  a  retort^T 
He  repeated  his  experiments,  and  faw  that  both  fubftancet 
only  produced  this  air  in  confequence  of  water  being  acci* 
dentaliy  prefent. 

Though  Dr.  Prieftley  agrees  with  M.  Lavoifier  in  the  xcfult 
of  his  experiments,  he  difiers  in  the  conclufion  drawn  f^om 
them.  He  ftill  contends  for  the  exiftence  of  phlogiftoa  in  in- 
flammable air  ;  though  with  both  Englifli  and  French  qhe- 
mifts  he  feems  to  allow,  that  water  is  produced  by  the  union 
of  thefc  Icihds  of  air.  Tn  his  experiments  for  this  purpofc, 
which  were  made  with  fteam  tranfmicted  through  charcoal 
the  inflammable  air  was  united  with  fixed  air,  and  the  lat* 
ter  was  often  fo  accurately  combined  with  the  former,  that  it 
appeared  only  after  decompofition.  Tt  feemed  probable  too, 
from  the  quantities  expended,  compared  with  the  air  procured, 
that  it  came  rather  from  the  other  materials  than  the  watei'. 
It  was  fomewhat  better  eftablifhed  by  the  experiment?  with 
iron.  We  fliall  add  Dr.  Prieftley's  theory  of  the  changes  pro- 
duced by  thefe  experiments,  on  the  foppofition  that  phlogiftoa 
really  exifts. 

*  Since  iron  gains  the  fame  addition  of  weight  by  melting  ir| 
dephlogifticated  air,  and  alfo  by  the  addition  of  water  when 
red-hot,  and  becomes,  in  all  refpefts,  the  fame  fubftance,  it  is 
evident,  that  this  air  or  water,  as  exiiling  in  the  iron,  is  the 
very  fame  thing  ;  and  this  can  hardly  be  explained  but  upon 
the  fuppofidon  chat  water  coafifts  of  two  ^inds  of  air,  vizt  in^ 
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ftammaUe  and  depblo^fticated.     I  ihall  endeavour  to  explatft 
tliefe  procefTes  in  the  following. manner/ 

'  When  iron  is  melted  in  dephlogifticated  air,  we  may  fop^ 
poie  that,  though  part  of  its  phlogiilon  efcapes,  to  enter  into 
the  compoiition  of  the  fVnall  quantity  of  £xed  air  which  is  then 
procured,  yet  enough  remains  to  form  water  with  the  addition 
of  dephlogifticated  air  which  it  has  imbibed,  fo  that  this  calx 
of  irpn  coniifts  of  the  intimate  union  of  the  pure  earth  of  iroa- 
and  of  water ;  and,  therefore,  when  the  faitie  calx,  thus  iatu- 
rated  with  water,  is  expofed  to  heat  in  inflammable  air,  this 
air  enters  into  it,  deflroys  the  attra6lion  between  the  water  and 
the  earth,  and  revives  the  iron,  while  the  water  is  expelled  in 
its  proper  form.* 

Some  other  curious  experiments  are  added,  which  feem  to 
Ibpport  the  Englifh  theory^  in  oppofition  to  that  of  M.  La- 
^fier;  but  we  cannot  particularly  relate  them.  Dr.  Prieft* 
\z^  concludes  this  curious  paper  with  a  hint  '  that  fome  im- 
portant difcoveries  are  nearly  within  our  reach.'  May  this 
pro|rtiecy  fpon  be  realized  ! 


7i#  Nrw  Di/pen/atofy.  By  WiHiam  lewis,  M.  B.  F,  R.  S.  7*e 
Fifih  EditiQtti  carefully  re<vifed  ti^nd  correHed*  8v».  7/.  6^. 
Nonrfe.  ^ 

fhe  Edinburgh  New  DiJ^en/atory  ^  containing  Elements  of  Pbar* 
macy,  t^c.  the  two  latter.  Farts  comfrebending  the  Preparations 
and  Compofttions  of  the  laft  London  and  Edinburgh  Pbarma^ 
£Opeias  ;  being  an  Attempt  to  colleQ  and  apply  the  later  DtfcO" 
Hferies  to  the  Difpe^Jatory,  puhlijhed  by  Dr.  Lewis,  By  Ge/i" 
tlemen  of  the  Faculty  at  Edinburgh,     81/tf.     7/.  6d.     Elliot, 

•  Edinburgh  ;  Robinfons,  London. 

*T^HE  appearance  of  a  new  edition  of  Dr.  Lewis's  Difpen-^ 

•  '*>  fatory,  at  the  fame  time  with  an  attempt  to  improve  and 
amend  it,  has  led  us  to  compare  thefe  new  publicatior««  witk 
that  on  which  they  are  formed.  It -would  be  ufelefs  and  im- 
pertinent to  enlarge  on  the  original  plan  ;  for  it  is  our  prefent 
bufintfs  only  to  examine  the  improvements :  indeed  the  medi*> 
ca)  Wor)d  has  already  decided  on  the  merits, .of  the  former  edi* 
tions  ;  and  Dr*  Lewis  has  gained,  by  his  work,  a  very  exten<t 
five  reputation. 

In  the  interval  between  the  appearance  of  the  fecond  edi- 
tion, for  that  was  greatly  improved  by  the  author  himfelf,  «ind 
the  prefent  time,  chemiftry  has  almoft  become  a  new  fcience ; 
many  article^  have  been  added  to  the  materia  medica  ;  feveral 
foreign  Difpenfatbries  have  appeared  with  great  applaufe ;  and 
tke  Edinburgh  colIq|;e  have  publifhed  two  very  improved  edi-^ 
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Horn  of  their  own.  We  may  take  this  opportunity  of  inform - 
iDg  phyiicians,  that  there  is  reafon  to  exped  a  new  one,  from 
the  coUege  of  this  kingdom.  It  is  indeed  to  be  regretted » 
that  .pharmacy  has  not  fhared  the  fame  attention  as  chemidry  ; 
Aor  has  it  been  examined.with  the  indulgent  fondnefs  which 
has  diftinguiflied  the  other  branches  of  the  fcience ;  yet  we 
certainly  owe  to  the  labours  of  chemifts  a  more'  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with' the  nature  of  metals,  and  a  more  exadt  mode 
ef  preparing  metallic  remedies  :  we  more  clearly  underfland 
the  nature  of  vegetable  and  animal  fnbijbances  ;  and,  in  a  few 
inHances,  have  enlarged  our  knowledge  of  their  refpeftive 
xnenfbrua.  •  Many  new  articles  of  the  materia  medica  are  in* 
deed  already  almoft  forgotten,-  and  fome  cannot  yet  be  pro- 
cured ;  but,  in  a  fyftem  of  this  kind,  it  is  neceffary  that  they 
ihouLd  be  mentioned,  and  the  little  information  which  we  can 
obuin  ftiould  be  communicated. — From  the  foreign  Difpen- 
fatories  mu(ih. knowledge,  can  be  procured.  The  beft  of  thefe, 
the  Wurtenburg-  Pharmacopseia  of  177 J,  whofe  authority  is 
very  extenfive  through  Germany;  the  Ruffian,  the  new  Brunf- 
wick,  and  the  late  Swedifli  Difpenfatories,  might  have  contri- 
buted ufeful  affillance  ^0  the  prefent  plan.  We  are  forry  to 
obfcrve  that  our  editors  have  overlooked,  or  not  been  able  to 
procure  them.  The  omiffion  perhaps  is  rather  to  be  lamented 
than  cenfured. 

The  condudi  of  thefe  different  improvers,  in  the  latter  parts 
of  the  work,  is  nearly  the  fame.  The  alterations  in  the  laft, 
are  thofe  only  of  the  Edinburgh  Difpenfatory  /  and  the  fortner 
profeffes  to  *-  corrt3  the  formulae'  from  the  fame  work;  But,' 
while  the  promifes  of  the  £ril  feem  to  have  been  pttnlboally, 
thofe  of  the  laft  have  been  carelefsly,  executed.  The  new 
formulas  are  not  added,  and  few  marks  of  corredion  occur. 

In  the  Materia  Medica,  (we  choofe  a  retrogade  order,  fince 
thefe  works  diverge  from  each  other  in  this  diredion),  the 
additions  to  each  are  numerous  ;  and  the  new  articles  are 
nearly  the  fame  ;  the  fources  from'  which  they  are  tranfcribed 
are  alfo  not  very  different.  In  the  London  edition,  however, 
the  former  re;nain  unchanged ;  in  that  <Jf  Edinburgh,  addi* 
tions  are  freely  intdrfperfed  :  tables  of  mercurial  and  antimo- 
nial  preparations  are  fubjoined,  as  well  as  fome  articles  which 
are  not  found  in  the  other.  Thefe  are  the  *  laduca',  one  {pc» 
cies  of  which,  the  virofa,  h*  3  been  recommended  in  dropfies  } 
^  lichen  iflandious,'  *  nux  Arnica,*  &c.  On  the  contrary^ 
neither  the  *  quercus  marina'  (fea  ^vrack),  or  the  viola  trico- 
lor,* which  have  fhared  the  attention  of  the  London  editor^ 
ore  laentioned ;  and,  though  the  title  of  the  falix  is  found, 
6  its 
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its  real  or  imputed  virtues  are  omitted.  In  the  cdndadl  of  the 
articles,  the  botanical  defcriptions  are  very  generally  fuller  ia 
the  London  edition  ;  .though  in  each,  the  lannaBan  names  are 
mentioned  :  in  this  too  they  are  longer,  fometimes  on  accaunt 
of  the  more  difFufe  ityle,  fometimes  occasioned  by  additional 
information.  In  this  lail  refped,  the  articles  of  ^  columbay 
colchicum,  dolichos  pruriens,  obnanthe  crocata,'  and  fome 
others,  are  more  valuable :  thofe  on  the  '  pulfatilla,'  the 
*  quaffia,'  and  the  '  ricinus,'  are,  we  think,  lefs  fatisfadlory, 
though  farther  extended* 

The  value  of  the  Edinburgh  edition  is  greatly  increafed  by 
the  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  eifays  in  the  introdudion, 
cxtradled  from  Dr.  Webller's  Syllabus  :  in  this  view  it  is  un- 
rivalled. The  additions  to  Dr.  Lewis  are  very  numerojus,  and 
highly  important.  The  chemical  part  is  new,  accurate,  {and 
fatisfadory.  One  or  two  typographical  errors  of  fome  con- 
fequence  have,  however,  been  overlooked  ;  and  two  paffages 
are  marked  with  inverted  commas,  as  new,  though  really  co- 
pied  from  Lewis.  Thefe  are  trivial  imperfedions.  The  de- 
fcriptions of  the  new  furnaces,  and  the  new  table  of  eledive 
attradions  are  very  valuable ;  but  they  would  require  a  plate 
to  enable  us  to  defcribe  them. 

From  the  new  articles  of  the  materia  medica  we  can  fele^ 
no  fpecimen  ;  for  they  are  very  generally  compiled  from  works 
pretty  well  knotvn,  and,  except  in  one  or  two  inftances^  are 
not  very  important:  it  would  not  haye  been  difficult  to  have 
rendered  them  more  ufeful.  We  ought,  however,  to  add, 
that,  though  on  old  fubjeds,  the  account  of  the  bark  and 
opium,  in  the  Edinburgh  edition,  are  new.  The  botanical 
difcoveries  relating  to  the  firfl,  and  the  additional  knowledge 
we  have  acquired  of  the  lall,  ilnce  we  have  been  lefs  afraid  of 
Jt,  feem  to  require  a  new  compilation.  We  mull  be  allowed 
to  wiih,  that  the  materia  medica,  in  both  works,  had  been 
fuller  in  the  number  of  articles  ;  and  that  the  editors  had  not 
been  confined  by  the  limits  of  either  college. 

We  ftiall  feled  no  fpecimen  even  from  the  part  which  we 
have  faid  is  almoft wholly  new;  fince  its  great  merit  confills 
in  the  very  clear  concife  manner,  in  which  fubjeds,  well 
known  to  the  chemift,  are  detailed;  and  we  have  little  room 
for  compilations,  even  of  the  greatefl  merit. — On  the  whole, 
after  having  made  a  careful  coiisijfarifon  of  thefe  two  works, 
we  muft  recommend  the  Edinbn^h  edition,  as  the  mod  ufeful 
companion  and  inftrudor.  We  cannot  give  it  a  higher  cha« 
rader  than  to  obferve,  that,  in  the  prefent  Hate  of  fcience,  it 
18^  what  the  original  work  was^  at  the  time  of  its  firfl  appear* 
ance.  ' 
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^  £ij^  U  iki  Mjifttry  of  tht  RivilatUM  :  njiibeniy  all  tit  dark 
Mumings,  being  reduad  to  ot^  regular  Sjjiom,  are  eafily  ac^ 
counted  for,  und  explained^  ^e*  ^u  iu  Boards*  Goldfmith. 

■^J  O  objed  of  theological  difquifition  feems  to  have  beea 
**•  ■  more  fertile  of  keys,  comments,  and  expofitionsi  thaa 
the  Revelation  of  St.  John.  And  indeed  the  myfterions  na- 
ture of  its  contents,  and  thofe  delivered  in  a  ftyle  of  the  ut- 
moft  (blemnity  and  grandeur,  afford  a  very  nataral  and  proper 
fabjed  of  enquiry  to  thofe  divines,  who  have  learning  fnd 
ieifare  to  parfne  it.  Bat  whoever  fits  down  with  an  intention 
of  explaining  the  whole  of  this  aenigmatical  book,  will  pro- 
bably mifcarry  in  many  points.  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  fays,  thae' 
•  among  the  interpreters  of  the  laft  age,  there  is  fcarCe  one  of 
note,  who  hath  not  made  fome  difcovery  worth  knowing,  but 
that  our  greateft  obligations  are  owing  to  three  particularly^ 
Mede,  Vitringa,  and  Daubnz.*  But  neither  fir  Ifaac,  nor, 
we  fuppofe,  any  rational  divine,  has  adopted  all  their  fola- 
tions  or  conjedures.  The  learned  bilhop  of  Briflol,  whofe 
Illuilrations  of  the  Apocalypfe  deferve  no  mean  fharc  of  cre- 
dit among  thofe  of  the  prefent  times,  obferves  *  that  to  explain 
it  perfectly,  is  not  the  work  of  one  man,  or  of  one  age ;  and 
probably  that  it  will  never  all  be  clearly  underftood,  till  it  is 
all  fulfilled/  Whoever  undertakes  to  develope  its  myfteries 
with  wifdom,  fobriety,  and  reverence,  will  probably  conti|» 
bate  fome  new  light  for  our  guidance,  and  merit  the  thanks 
of  the  ferious  part  of  mankind. 

The  anonymous  author  of  the  prefent  publication  tells  us^ 
in  his  introdu£lion,  that '  he  flatters  himfelf  he  is  pofiTeffed  of 
the  happy  clue,  which,  he  adds,  was  many  years  ago  accident- 
ally difcovered  to  a  friend.  It  Is  no  more,  he  informs  us,  than 
the  fimple  hint  of  confidcring  thefe  myftcrics  as  a  regular  ftriet 
of  tcclefiafti<;al  e<vents ,.  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  time »  but 
yet  variouily  exprcfled,  agreeably  to  the  fcven  parts  into  which 
they  feem  naturally  to  be  divided.'  The  author  gives  ns  to 
underlland>  that  he  has  found,  from  many  years  experience* 
the  great  efiicac}'  of  this  Key,  or  manner  of  explanation  now 
offered  to  the  public  ;  and  that  it  is  aftoniihing  to  fee  fuch  a 
heap  of  feemingJy  wild  and  jarring  matters,  fo  cafily  yielding 
themfelves^  to  order  and  arrangement,  by  fo  fimple  a  means. 
We  were  led,  by  this  declaration,  to  expeft  more  fatisfadion 
than  we  can  confefs  ourfelves  to  have  found.  The  fcheme  it* 
felf  is,  however,  far  from  wanting  ingenuity ;  but  its  fimpli- 
city,  which  the  author  probably  thinks  its  firft  recommenda-* 
tion ,  we  are  inclined  to  regard  as  its  principal  defed.  A  key^ 
too  fimply  conftrufted,  cannot  be  applied  with  fuccefs  to  tbcf 
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wards  of  a  lock  very  intricately  formed.  But  tlie  author, 
withbut  doubts  having  conceived  ideas  very  di^crent  from  aur 
own,  of  the  machine  he  meant  to  open,  lays  juft  claim  to 
approbation,  for  his  fmcere  and  earneft  endeavours  to  effcGt  a 
very  laudable  purpofe. 

After  all,  we  are  candid  enough  to  allow,  this  method  may 
carry  conviction  to  other  minds  ;  and  if  it  ihould  not,  that  at 
leaft  thofe  difcoveries  which  it  has  produced,  may  be  of  great 
ufe  to  other  learned  men  who  fhall  confider  the  fame  fubjedl ; 
and,  united  with  preceding  efforts,  and 'the  fullnefs  of  time, 
may  contribute  no  contemptible  fhare  to  the  complete  ecclair- 
ciiTement  of  this  auguft  myftery.  We,  therefore,  wifli  this  per- 
formance may  fall  into  the  hands  of  all  fuch  as  are  able  and 
difpofed  to  pay  due  attention  to  the  fubjedl. 

Whatever  the  Proteftant  churches  abroad,,  or  thofe  of  the 
diifenters  at  home,  may  think  of  this  author's  fcheme  in  ge- 
neral, we  jre  apt  to  believe  his  idea  of  rellraining  what  relates 
tQ^  Philadelphia,  in  the  prophetic  vifion,  fo  partially  to  the 
church  of  England,  will  appear,  in  their  judgment,  to  want 
liberality,  and  perhaps  draw  upon  him  the  imputation  of  bi- 
gotry ;  a  charge  from  which,  on  this  account,  we  cannot  ima- 
gine him  to  ftand  entirely  clear,  even  within  the  pale  of  his 
own  church. 

The  comparifon  of  the  feven  golden  dandlelHcks  in  the  Re* 
velationi  with  the  candleftick  of  Mofes,  confifting  of  a  Hem 
6r  (haft,  and  fix  branches,  is  ingenioufly  fupported.  Our 
readers  may  not  be  difpleafed  to  fee  the  paflage,  which  we 
fhall  lay  before  them,  with  a  previous  paragraph  introducing 
the  fubjedl.  There  is  on  one  of  the  letter-prefs  pages  a 
draught  reprefenting  the  oandleflic  of  Mofes,  our  omiflion  of 
which/  we  do  not  apprehend,  will  create  any  diiHculty  to  the 
^attentive  reader. 

«  The  firft  thing  to  be  confidered  in  the  above  vifion  mufl 
be^the  reprefentation  of  the  feven  golden  candleflicks.  In  the^ 
midft  of  thefe  was  feen  walking  a  glorious  appearance  of 
Chrift,  cloathed  in  all  the  pomp  of  majefly,  as  the  great  eter- 
nal high-prieft  of  his  people,  both  able  and  willing  to  avenge 
them  of  their  enemies,  and  eftablifh  them  in  perfeft  peace  and 
glory. '  Thefe  candleflicks  are  the  feven  periods  or  divifiions  of 
the  church,  and  are  made  ufe  of  as  a  proper  reprefentation  of 
religion^  which  is  a  ftrong  burning  light,  illuminating  the 
dark  gloomy  minds  of  erring  mortals,  and  dire^ng  them  in 
the  way  of  endlefs  peace  and  felicity. 

,  *  In  order  the  better  to  illuftrate  the  meaning  of  thefe  can- 
dleflicks, we  muft  compare  them  with  that  made  by  Mofes, 
according  to  the  exprefs  command  of  God.  Though  thefe  are 
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feprefdnted  sis  landing  feparate,  and  that  of  Mofes  as  being* 
only  one;  yet,  upon  a  proper  comparifon,  itvrill  be  found  to 
have  the  fame  typical  meaning  and  tendency,  and  to  be  expla- 
natory of  many  particular  terms  ufed  in  thefe  mylieries.  The 
candkftick  of  Mofes  was  to  be  made,  with  its  feveral  apurte* 
nances,  of  a  talent  of  pare  gold^  in  the  following  manner4 
The  middle  part  of  it  was  the  main  (haft,  or  ftem ;  from 
which  pj^oceeded  fix  branches,  three  branches  from  one  fide^ 
and  three  branches  from  the  other  fide.  The  two  lowermoHr, 
extending  oppofite  to  each  other,  were  in  a  manner  united  by 
a  knop,  formed  in  that  part  of  the  fhaft  Of  the  candleftick 
from  whence  they  proceeded,  dircftly  under  their  connexion. 
T'wo  more  branches  proceeded  in  the  fame  manned  above  them, 
and  two  more  fUU  above  thefe.  Every  one  of  thefe  feveral 
branches  had  lamps  £xed  to  their  extr6mities,  and  on  the  top 
of  the  middle  ftem  was  likewife  fixed  a  lamp. 

*  The  two  lowermoft  branches,  connected  together  with  a 
kiiop,  may  fignify  the  two  feveral  periods  of  the  church  be- 
fore the  law,  here  called  the  churches  of  Ephefus  and  Smyrna* 
The  two  other  branches  above  them  may  reprefent  the  twd 
churches  under  the  la>v,  called  Pergamos,  and  Thyatira,  and 
the  t\fo  uppermoft  branches  exprefs  the  two  Chrfftian  churches^ 
called  Sardis  and  Philadelphia,  The  middle  ftem,  being  2l% 
it  were  the  parent  of  thefe  branches,  is  the  third  Gliriftian 
church,  called  here  the  church  of  Laodicea,  and  in  other 
places  of  Scriptare,  the  Great  Cliurch,  as  being  that  into 
which  all  the  nations  in 'the  world  will  bring  their  glory  and 
honour,  as  the  prophets  have  every  where  loudly  fung.  W^ 
may  now  fee  the  propriety  of  Chrift's  walking  in  the  midft  of 
theieven  candlefticks,  he  giving  life'  and  exiftence  to  them 
all,  and,  like  the  ftiaft  of  Mofes's  candleftick,  bearing  and 
fupporting  all  the  reft.  Thus  we  fee>  likewife,  the  unity  of 
our  moft  holy  religion,  which,  with  its  feveral  branches,  forms 
one  glorious  fyftem,  that  \^11  blaze  and  flourifh  to  the  end  of 
time.' 

The  metaphorical  words  hlaxe  and  jhurijh,  at  the  concla<>' 
iion,  are  not  happily,  indeed  not  properly,  conneded. 

^he  Book  of  the  Revelation  0/  Saint  John  the  tiivine  explained  %, 
In  an  h'tftorixal  Fienv  of  the  paft  and  prefent  State  of  tie  Chrif^ 
tian  IVorld  compared  *with  the  prophetic  Vijimsm  By  Thomat, 
Vivian f  Vicar  of  Cornvoood^  Devon.    8v».    2/.  6d,   Dilly. 

A  FTER  the  ftate  of  doubt  and  uncertainty  in  which  we 
•^^  were  left  by  the  performance  laft  reviewed,  we  were  pre- 
pared to  receive,  without  difcontent,  a  much  (lighter  degree 
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of  fatisfadion  from  the  perural  of  the  prefent  work  on  the 
.fame  diiHcuIt  fttbJQi£l>  than  we  gratefully  acknowledge  it  ha9 
given  us. 

This  explanation  evinces  its  author  to  poflefs  no  ordtnaiy 
Ihare  of  abilities,  either  natural  or  acquired  ;  and  he  appear9 
to  have  conduced  his  iniportai^t  m^dert^ing  in  the  true  fpirit 
of  a  Chrltfian  divine.  Jutdgement.  caivdour,  and  moderation, 
accompanied  by  a  difceming  and  temperate  fpirit  of  conjeo 
turp^  feem  jealousy  to  have  watched  his  footfteps  through  the 
facred  labyrinth,  and  to  have  enabled  him,  from  cxtcnfive  read- 
ing and  erudition,  tp  forma  more  fuc^efsful  clue  than  per- 
haps aoy  preceding  adventurer.  It  gives  us'pleafure  to  fee 
this  work,  as  its  dedication  annouuces,  under  the  patronage 
of  the  author's  dibcefan,  the  bifliop  of  Exeter.  It^  intriniic 
merit,  though  it.  may  not  need  fuch  a  recommendation^  at 
lealt  deferves  the  credit  i^  will  be  thought  to  derive  froA*. 
this  circ^imftance. 

Mr.  Vivian  divides  his  expofitipn  into  feven  chapters,  whkb 
are  preceded  by  a.  ihprt  in-trodu^ion,  fh^wing  tbe  de^gn  of 
the  facred  book,  and  the  importance  of  the  fubje^;  and  are 
followed  by  ample  annotations^  ei^uatly  inilru^ive  and  enter* 
taining. 

The  plan  of  the  work  will  be  fufBciently  conveyed  to  our 
readers  by  the  heads  of  Uic  fcveral  chapters,  which  are  as 
follow. 

*  Chap«  t  Containing  the  Seven  Epiftles  to  the  Seven 
Churches  of  Afia,  under  the  Infpcftion  of  St.-  John  ;  in  which 
are  Directions,  Reproofs,  and  Co&folations,  fuited  to  their 
different  States. — Chap.  II.  Containing  under  S^ven  Seals* 
opened  one  after  anothir^  the  prophetical  Hiftory  of  the  pri- 
mitive, pure,  and  riiing  Church  of  Chrift  :  a  Period,  extend- 
ing from  the  Delivery  of  the  Prophecy  to  the  Reign  ^yf  Con- 
ftantioe,  about  Two  Hundred  and  Forty  Years.— Chap.  IJi. 
Containing  the  Hiftory  of  the  Chriftian  Church,  now  delivered 
from  the  perfecuting  Pagan  Emperors,  but  departed  from  the 
Simplicity  of  the  Gofpel.  This  Period  extending  from  Con- 
Hantine^  and  not  yet  compleated,  is  defcribed  under  Seven^ 
Trumpets. —  Chap,  IV.  Exhibiting  a  permanent  View  of  the 
internal  State  of  the  Chriftian  Church,  during  the  Period  of 
the  Seven  Trumpets.  Here  the  Contefts  between  the  purer 
dnd  more  corrupt  Parts  are  defcribed  under  Seven  Contempo- 
i^ry  Vifjons.  As  this  Part  differs  from  the  reft  of  the  Book, 
it  is  diftinguiftied  by  the  Title  of  The  Li^ttle  Book.— Chap.  V. 
Of  the  Seven  Vials  to  be  poured  out  hereafter  on  the  apoftate 
Part  of  the  Chriftian  Church,  and  putting  an  End  to  che 
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Apoflacy.  ^  This  Period  will  not  begin  till  the,  Seventh  Trum- 
pet founds,  and  will  probably  end  at  the  fame  Time  as  the 
Vifiojis  of  the  Little  Book,  about  the  Year  2000. — Chap.  VI. 
Of  the  Millenium,  or  the  Reign  of  Chrift  during  the  Seventh 
Millenary  of  the  World,  or  from  the  Year  2000  to  3000.  After 
which  follows  the  Refurreflibn  and  laft  Judgment.— Chap. 
VII.  The  Glory  and  Happinefs  of  Heaven,  to  continue  for 
ever. — The  Conclufion.' 

As  a  Specimen  of  the  author's  ftyle,  which  we  think  excels 
in  point  of  perfpicuity  and  neatnefs,  we  fubjoin  his  feventy- 
fourth  annotation  on  the  concluding  verfe  of  the  Apocalypfe  ; 
it  being  difficult,  within  our  limits,  to  detach  fuch  a  portion 
of  the  text  as  would,  by  itfelf,  be  clear  and  intelligible  ;  he- 
fides  that  we  are  warmly  difpofed  to  recommend  the  whole  to  , 
the  ferious  perufal  and  attention  of  the  public. 

*  Be  nvitbjou  all,  JmenJ]  On  looking  back  on  the  vifions 
in  this  BooJc,  and  comparing  them  with  the  Hiftor^  of  the 
Chriftian  church,  one  Refledlion  feems  very  natural.  Let  us 
fuppofe  that  St.  John  had  as  clear  a  view  of  the  events  that 
were  to  befal  the  church,  when  he  wrote  this  book,  as  wc 
have  now  by  the  records  of  hiftory.  Let  us  fuppofe  chat  he 
knew  the  Chriilians  would  be  perfecuted  for  the  two  next  cen- 
turies, and  then  gain  an  eftablifhment  under  the  ChriHian  empe- 
rors; together  with  all  the  circumflances  attending  thefe  fafts, 
which  we  now  read  in  the  annals  of  thofe  times.  Let  us  fup- 
pofe that  he  knew  perfedlly  the  ravages  of  the  northern  na- 
tions ;  the  religion  of  Mahomet,  enforced  by  arms ;  and  the 
idevaltations  of  the  Turks.  Let  us  fuppofe  that  he  knew  that 
Si  Chriftian  biihop  fliould  rife  to  fuch  a  degree  of  p6wcr  as  to 
be  the  tyrant  of  the  church,  a  promoter  of  idolatry  and  va- 
rious fuperftitious  ceremonies,  and  a  perfecuter  of  them  that 
adhered  to  the  word  of  God.  In  a  word,  let  us  fuppofe  that 
he  knew  as  much  of  the  then  future  hiftory  of  the  church  as  we 
know  now.  Let  us  farther  fuppofe  that  he  meant  to  defcribe 
all  he  knew,  under  a  feries  of  prophetic  viiions,  and  that  with 
fo  much  clearnefs  as  to  convince  an  attentive  reader,  that  he 
really  had  fuch  a  knowledge  of  future  events,  given  him  by 
God,  for  wife  purpofes. 

*  Now,  fuppofmg  all  this,  it  may  be  alked,  could  he  have 
^executed  his  deiign  more  efFeftually,  and  with  greater  beauty 
and  propriety,  than  is  done  in  this  book  ? 

*  For  objeds  in  vifion,  exprcflive  of  future  events,  he  would 
naturally  have  recourfe  to  the  hiftory  of  the  Old  Teftament, 
and  the  circumftances  of  Jewifti  worftiip  :  for  this  language 
jbad  already  been  adopted  by  the  old  prophets,  and  by  the 
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Chviitian  teachers.     He  would  reprefent  conquerors  by  war^ 
horfes ;  a  deftroying  enemy  by  locufls,  a  burning  mountain, 
or  the  fea  and  rivers  bloody :  the  agency  of  invifible  fpirits, 
by  Michael  the  tutelar  angel  of  Judek  ;  or  by  a  ferpcnt  or 
dragon,  when  he  would  exprefs  the  invifible  enemies  of  God's 
people.     As   the    Jewiih   church  was   known   by   the  name 
Daughter  of  Zion,  it  would  be  natural  to  fignify  the  Chriftian 
church  alfo  by  a  woman  ;  in  whom  the  drefs  and  other  cir- 
cumftances  would  be  expreflive  either  of  its  purity  ox  corrup- 
tion ;    a    ftate   of  perfecutipn,    or   worldly  profperity.     The 
adtive  members  both   of  the   pure  and  the  corrupt  church, 
would  naturally  be  ftyled  prophets  ;  thefe  being  the  chief  di- 
re£lors#of  old,  both  in  the  pure  church  at  Jerufalcm,  and  ii^ 
the   idolatrous   part   that   worfliipped    the   golden  calves    at 
Bethel. 

'  In  a  word,  were  a  Jew  converted  to  Chriftianity  to  de- 
fcribe,  in  prophetic  language,  the  future  hiflory  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  church,  made  known  to  him  by  Revelation,  it  would 
probably  be  juft  fuch  a  compofition  as  this  of  St.  John,  The 
vifions  would  foljow  in  the  fame  order  of  time  as  the  events 
were  to  happen  ;  as  is  really  the  cafe,  according  to  the  ac- 
count given  of  the  book  in  this  expoiition  :  a  circumftance  in 
:y^hich  it  differs  from  all  the  expofitions  known  to  the  author. 

'  And  as  different  adlions  done  at  the  fame  time  mufl  be  re- 
lated feparately,  in  order  to  diftinguifh  vifions  reprefenting 
contemporary  events^  from  thofe  that  defcribed  fuch  events  as 
were  to  follow  one  another  in  point  of  time ;  this  difference 
might  be  pointed  out  by  placing  the  contemporary  vifions  in  a 
feparate  part,  or  Little  Book. 

*  This  ^'ould  probably  be  the  cafe,  fuppofing  the  writer  tO 
have  a  diftind  view  of  future  events,  and  to  be  left  to  himfelf 
to  defcribe  them  In  vifions  and  prophetic  language.  But  in 
fad  the  cafe  was  fomewhat  different.  The  writer  feems  really 
to  have  feen  the  vifions  which  he  defcribes,  fome  on  the  land, 
fome  on  the  fea,  others  in  the  air  or  heaven,  whijc  he  was  ia 
Patmos.  And  we  cannot  conceive  any  vifions  better  fuited  to 
exprefs  the  events.  He  defcribed  what  he  faw,  and  probably 
might  not  know  himfelf  all  that  was  meant  thereby.  For  he 
feems  to  have  written  all  he  knew,  except  in  the  cafe  of  the 
^  Seven  Thunders,  in  the  tenth  chapter,  where  he  was  forbidden 
to  write  what  he  heard.  Neither  this  nor  any  other  prophecy 
is  of  private  fuggeflion,  proceeding  from  a  man's  own  will  or 
imagination  ;  but  holy  men  of  olc  fpake  as  they  were  moved 
by  the  Holy  Ghoft:  fearching  what  manner  of  things  and. 
^inrs  the  fpirit  that  was  in  them  did  £gnify. 
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f  Thus  confidered,  the  Revelation  has  in  itfelf  qvidert^ 
piools  of  its  divine  authority.  Indeed  this,  and  fome  other 
parts  of  Sciiptnre,  that  fortel  things  lately  fulfilled,  or  now 
folfiilingy  have,  with  refpeft  tous,  an  incrcafing  evidence  of 
their  authority.  For  when  we  fee  events  in  fuch  a  variety  of 
iaftances  correfponding  to  defcriptions,  which  we  know  were 
written  many  ages  before  the  events  happened,  and  there  hting 
not  one  vifion  but  what  admits  a  fair  application  (except  thofe 
which  from  their  place  in  the  book,  and  other  circumftances, 
are  judged  to  foretel  events  not  yet  come  to  pafs)  we  find  our- 
felves  obliged  to  own,  that  no  man  could  write  this  book  un« 
lefs  God  was  with  him.^ 

A  Vie^w  of  the  great  E'ljents  of  the  Se*venth  Plague,  or  Period, 
njohen  the  Myftery  of  Gud  Jhall  he  fnijhed,  Re*u.  x.  7,  Bj 
Rohert  Ingram,  A.  M.     S'uo.     3^.     Robinfon. 

'TTHE  leading  idea  of  this  pamphlet  is,  that  the  myftery  of 
*     God,  under  the  fevcnth  trumpet,  fhall  owe  its  accom- 
pliftiment  to  the  converiion  of  the  Jews.     *  The  Jews,  fays 
the  author,  when  they  are  converted  and  reftored  again  to 
their  own  land,  out  of  an  abhorrence  of  themfelves  for  their 
late  crime,  (Ezek^  xxxvi.  21.)  and  to  obliterate  it  as  much  as 
poflible,  and  that  they  may  even  outdo  the  Gentiles  on  this 
occasion,  will  be  more  remarkably  zealous  and  diligent  than 
ever  any  people  were  before,  in  converting  all  nations  to  the 
Chriftian  faith.'     This  adive  and  zealous  fpirit  will,  accord- 
ing to  the  author,  excite  againft  them  hatred,  periecutions, 
and  wars,  on  the  part  of  many  of.  the  princes  and  potentates 
of  the  world,  who  will  look  upon  them  as  forming  confpira« 
cies  to  overthrow  their  ancient  eitablifhments  of  civil,  as  well 
as  religious  polity.    The  cruel  treatment  they  mud  experience 
in  confequence  of  this  jealoufy  and  hardnefs  of  heart,  will 
drive  them  from  one  nation  and  people  to  another,  till  at 
]iength  they  fhall  have  carried  the  light  of  the  Chriftian  reve- 
lation tg  ev^ry  part  of  the  earth.     Thofe  nations  or  indivi* 
du^ls  who^  after  all  overtures  for  their  converiion,  Ihall  re* 
^ain  obdurate,  and  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  voice  of  divine 
truth,  as  well  as  that  grand  corrupter  of  it,  the  church  of 
Rome,  who  fhall  refufe  to  be  reformed,  will  at  length,  though 
probably  at  periods  of  time  fomewhat  fucceflive,  draw  down 
that  vengeance  of  the  Almighty,  reprefented  to  St.  John,  by 
the  feventh  angel  pouring  out  his  vial  into  the  air,  lAfhen  there 
came  a  ^eat  voice  out  of  the  temple  of  heaven,  from  the 
ihrbne,  faying,  //  //  done.    And  there  were  voices,  and  thun- 
ders^ and  lightnings ;  and'  there  was  a  great  earthquake,  fuch 
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A3  was  not  fince  men  were  upon  the  earth ;  and  the  great  city 
'was  divided  into  three  parts  ;.  and  the  cities  of  the  nations, 
and  great  Babylon,  came  in  remembrance  before  God,  to  give 
unto  litt  the  cap  of  the  wine  of  the  fiercenefs  of  his  wrath, 
^c.     Rev.  xvi.  17,  18,  19, 

There  appears  little  novelty  in  Mr.  Ingram's  View  of  the 
Seventh  Plague,  except  his  idea  of  ita  being  brought  down  on 
the  ttnconverted  and  unreformed  part  of  the  world,  in  conie-» 
Quence  of  their  perfccutions  of  the  enlightened  Jews,  and 
their  reje^ion  of  the  Gofpel  at  the  hands  of  thdfe  zealous 
profelytes.  This  idea  is  fupported  on  no  improbable  interpre* 
tation  of  feveral  texts  adduced  by  the.  author,  both  from  the 
Old  and  New  Tcllament. 

Mr.  Ingram  confiders  this  performance  as  completing  and 
adding  confirmation  to  Jn  Explanation  of  the  Seven  lafi  Plagues^ 
yfhicYi  Jie  lately  ofiered  to  the  Public. 

l^etters  concerning  Education  :  addrejjed  to  a  Gentleman  entering 
at  the  Uni'verjity,  By  Peter  Willies,  M.u4.  Chaplain  0/ 
Chrijf 'Church  ColUge,  Oxford,   .  2*vo,     4/.     Rivington. 

A  Young  man,  juft  fet  free  from  the  reftraints  of  the  earlier 
*^  fcenes  of  education,  and  entering  at  the  univerfity,  warm  . 
with  ail  the  vivid  afFe^ions  of  that  blooming  feafon  of  life, 
exulting  in  his  ccnfcioufnefs  of  new  enlargement  and  liberty, 
as  not  a  little  obliged  to.  any  fincere  and  intelligent  monitor 
who  may  ofter  him  adriec  at  this  moft  critical  period.  His  fu* 
ture  chara^er,  happinefs,  and  eitimation  in  the  world,  will  ever 
j;reatly  depend  on,  if  they  be  not  generally  fixed  by  bis  conduct' 
during  this  Hage  of  his  education.  The  Letters  before  us  are 
meant,  and  indeed  appear  well  calculated,  not  only  to  dire^ 
the  firll  outfet,  but  to  regulate  each  progrefTive  Hep  from  his 
entrance  on  the  academic  walk  tp  its  termination  on  the  con- 
fines of  a  perilous  world* 

Our  author  docs  not  profcfs  to  amnfe  his  correfpondent 
with  novelties,  to  fuggeft  any  unheard-of  plans  of  ftiidy,  or 
recommend  any  change  in  academic  difcipline  or  cvftoms,'(we 
accufe  him  of  no  want  of  refpe^  for  the  eftabliihed  modes), 
but  his  chief  defign  is  to  advertife  the  young  ftadent  of  every 
thing  that  will  be  required  of  him  in  the  conrfe  pf  his  ftudies, 
and  to  encourage  his  literary  purfuits,  and  the  performance  of 
all  his  duties,  by  friendly  and  aife^ionate  admonition.  The 
author  has  made  a  frequent,  but  difcreet  ufe  of  the  thoughts 
of  Bacon,  Milton,  Locke,  Harris,  Monboddo,  and  other 
writers  on  learning  and  education,  and  he  has  been  profufe  in 
his  q\iotatipns  fioin  the  ancient  Gree)^  and  Latifvc]ai&cs>  al- 
moin 
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^cft  to  a  degree  of  peda&tr}' ;  unlefs.we  fuppofe^  what  per* 
liaps  iii  candour  We  ought,  that,  as  all  thefe  parages  are  un* 
traoilated,  they  were  meant  to  give  fome  exercife  to  his 
ycuAg  correfpondent,  and,  now  they  are  publiflied,  to  other 
readers  in  the  fame  iituation.  Thefe  paifages  are  feleded  with 
judgment,  and  are  generally  fuch  as  the  clailic  fcholar  cannot 
bat  receive  with  prepoifeffion,  and  confequently  with  advant- 
age  to  the  author's  probable  intention.  We  do  not  advance 
the  flight  intimation  we  have  given  of  the  want  of  originality 
in  thefe  Letters,  with  the  leaft  tone  of  cynical  faAidioufnefs  ; 
for  the  earaeftnefs,  good  fenfe,  knowlege,  and  perfpicuity, 
with  which  they  are  written,  muft  claim  our  unfeigned  appro- 
bation* 

To  give  our  readers  a  general  idea  of  this  performance,  we 
fhall  tranfcribe  the  table  of  contents* 

*  of  the  Importance  of  making  a  good  Ufe  of  one*s  Tim© 
when  at  the  Univerfity ;  and  of  the  Nature  of  this  Correfpond- 
efece.— Of  having  a  corredl  Taltc  in  Matters  of  little  Moment. 
—Of  what  depends  on  the  Choice  of  Company  ;  and  of  u^ng 
Onefelf,  in  Time,  to  make  Obfervat^ons  on  Men  and  Manners. 
—Of  regulating  the  Paifions. — Of  entering  upon  a  Courfe  of 
Study.— Of  Peifeverance  and  Regularity  in  ufeful  Studies.-^ 
Of  Reading,  confidered  in  a  general  Way. — Of  iludying  Ma- 
thematics.— Of  ftudying  the  Claflics. — Une  Bagatelle. — Some 
General  Obfervations  on  the  Greek  Tongue,  and  of  Iludying 
it. — An  Eflay  on  the  Prepofitions  of  the  Greek. — A  curfory  View 
of  the  Revolutions  of  ancient  Literature. — Some  general  Ob» 
fervations  on  the  Latin  Tongue. — Of  attending  the  public 
Le6kires  in  experimental  Philofophy,  &c. — Of  fludying  logic. 
.—-Of  employing  leifure  Hours. — ^Somc  hiflorical  Account  of 
Logic  ;  with  fome  Remarks  upon  Ariftotle.— Of  taking  Cari 
of  one's  Health.— Of  ftudying  Hiftory,— Of  ftudying  Rhetoric 
and  Eloquence.— Some  Account  of  ancient  Oratory;  and  of 
thofe  who  made  the  greateft  Figure  in  it. — ^A  Sketch  of  a  Coun- 
try Curate's  Manner  of  living. — Some  general  Hints  refbediog 
polite  Behaviour. — ^The  fame,  reipeding  motdl  Behaviour.-— 
The  Story  of  Antonio. — Of  lludying  Poetry. — Some  hiHorical 
Account  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  Poetry.— Of  llydyin|j  £thics« 
—Recapitulation. — Some  general  Hints  about  ftudying  ^ivi« 
nity.* 

The  following  extrad  from  Letter  IV»  on  the  fabjedi  of  the 
Pafiions,  will  give  so  difadvantageous  impreffioa  of  the  an* 
fihor's  ftyle,  and  mode  of  thinking.     . 

<  As  long  as  man  retains  any  thing  that  is  decent  and  rational 
about  him,  he  can  never  doubt  of  the  wifdom  and  propriety  of 
being  able  to  regulate  his  pafiions :  the  queftion  is,  whether 
and  how  this  can  be  efiedted.  That  it  can  be  effedted,  there 
rpip^ilit  dot  th^  leaft  ihadow  of  doubt.    Ill,  indeed,  would  maa 

have 


Digitized 


by  Google 


lo6  Leittn  ctmaritittg  Educafhn, 

liavc  defcrved  to  be  fo  emphatically  ilyled  by  the  p&ifiologiilf 
a  IVficrocorxn,  if  the  paffions^.  Which  make  up  fo  important  a 
ihare  of  his  internal  ftrudture>  contributed  nothing  to  the  ex* 
cellence  of  his  frame,  but  tended  rather  to  Qbliterate  the  gran- 
deur and  deftroy  the  dignity  cf  the  nobleft  part  of  it.  The 
wo^iderful  contrivance  that  is  obfervable  in  this  divine  fabric, 
is  not  confined  to  the  rational  faculties,  or  to  the  contexture  of 
the  human  fkeleton,  but  is  ftrikingly  extended  over  the  whole. 
It  follows  then  that  the  paffions,  though  fome  of  them,  upoa  a 
flight  view,  may  appear  violent  and  pervcrfe,  mull  be  modelled 
neverthelefs,  and  teippered  by  nature,  fo  as  to  tend  to  the  wel* 
fare  of  the  individual,  and  of  fociety;  if  ib,  we  mufl  necefTa- 
j-ily  have  the  power  of  direfting  them  to  juft  and  proper  ends  : 
and  indulgent  nature  has  not  been  lefs  careful  of  giving  us  this 
power  for  the  right  conduct  of  life,  thau  of  furniil^ing  us  vyrith 
eyes  to  fee,  and  hands  to  ward  off  an  impending  evil.' 

At  the  end  of  the  eleventh  Letter,  the  author  h^s  favoured 
his  correfpoitdent  with  an  ingenious  Effay  on  the  Prepofitio'ns 
of  the  Greek  I^anguage,  written  by  James  Moor,  LL.  D. 
Jat;e  ProfelTor  of  Greek  in  the  Univerfity  of  Glafgow. 

'  The  twenty-fccond  Letter,  on  a  Country  Curate's  Manner 
of  living,  is  a  very  pjeafing  one,  and  being  more  calculated 
for  general  amufement  than  any  of  the  reil^  we  fhal}  ppcfent 
it  to  our  readers. 

*  I  am  wonderfully  pleafed  with  your  laft  letter,  as  it  inform^ 
me  of  your  intending  to  pafs  this  fhort  vacation  at  ray  little 
villa.  Being  convinced  that  in  making  me  this  viiit,  you  a6t 
(as  you  always  do)  on  a  noble  and  exalted  principle,  the  prin-r 

^ciple  of  true  f]*iendfhip,  I  am  under  no  apprehenfion  that  my 
frugal  plan  of  living  will  be  at  all  difagreeable  to  you.  How- 
ever, to  form  fome  notion  how  you  are  likely  to  fpetid  the  ^n- 
fuing  month,  fee  a  full  account  of  the  manner  in  which  I  pafs 
my  days:  fliould  you  think  it  tedious  and  abounding  witl^ 
egotifm,  remember  (though  we  never  gain  by  it),  how  natur 
rally  fond  we  ajl  are  of  talking  of  ourfelves. — What  we  are  all 
then  fo  liable  to  ihould  be  coniidered  with  great  capdour. 

*  The  little  village  where  I  am  curate,  often  puts  me  ia 
mind  of  the  flourifhing  fiate  of  Goldfmith's  Auburn,  which  he 
has  celebrated  in  one  of  the  beft  defcripjive  poems  in  our  lan- 
guagt.^  The  houfe  I  live  in  is  not  large,  but  neat  and  conve-: 
nient ;  the  neighbourhood  foci  a],  genteel,  and  fenfible ;  and 

'  my  falary,  though  fmall,  yet  fufficient  to  exift  upon — -Importuna 
tamcn  pauptrus  abcft.  You  are  not  ignorant  that  my  mother  ana 
filler  live  along  with  me  :  they  are  what  I  may  call  liberal 
CBCononiifts. 

*  Thus  retired,  I  endeavour  to  difcharge  the/dnties  of  my 
profisilioA  with  all  poiTible  fidelity.  Religion  (we  are  told)  i^ 
XS)Q  generally  confidered  as  matter  of  little  moment,  and  i^ 
greatly  refined  in  this  our  age:  it,  therefore,  gfves  me  much 
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(otnfort  to  fee  that  my  little  flock,  allowing  for  the  unimproved 
ftate  of  the  underftanding  of  mod  of  them,  have  a  good  notioa 
of  the  aim,  and  nature,  and  importance  of  Chriflianity,  and 
endeavour  to  live  according  to  its  precepts.  I  contrivie  to  make 
each  family,  how  poor  and  obfcure  foever,  a  (hort  vifit  oncea 
week  :  and  ih  thefe  vifits,  though  1  take  care  that  my  behaviour 
fliall  be  fuch  as  to  command  the  refpeft  due  to  their  paftor,  it 
is  beft  to  put  off  alf  unnecefTary  forms,  and  endeavour,  in  the 
way  of  converfation,  to  bring  in  fomething  pertinent  and  ufp-  " 
fu).  This  I  coafider  as  part  of  my  duty,  and  for  that  reafon 
I  feel  no  fmall  fatisfadion  in  difcharging  it  :— befides,  the  good 
people  love  and  revere' me— and,  to  a  reafonable  man,  is  not 
this  alone  fatisfadion  enough  ? 

*  This  lakes  up  but  a  little  portion  of  my  time  :  the  reft  is 
employed  between  reading,  bodily  exercife,  and  the  fociety  of 
a  few  friends. 

:<  The  little  learning  I  gleaned  up,  when  in  college,  I  now 
find  of  the  greatefl  confequence,  as  it  enables  me  to  profecute 
my  iludies  with  pleafure  and  improveipent.  A  well-written 
book  is  a  mod  precious  article  in  one's  viaticum  through  life  ; 
and  ihould  we  not  pity  the  man,  whatever  honours  or  riches  he 
may  have,  who  has  not  the  convenience  or  the  capacity  of  eu'^ 
joying  it  ?— Indeed  to  a  young  per fon,  who  in  the  univerlity 
has  acquired  little  more  than  habits  of  idlenefs  and  intempe- 
rance, the  being  thus  fecluded  as  it  were  from  the  world,  muft 
certainly  be  one  of  the  moft  irkfome  things  on  earth.  The 
fports  of  the  ^eld,  without  a  mixture  of  that  pure  aiid  folid 
pleafure  which  ariies  from  properly  exerting  the  faculties  of  the 
mtelleft,  will  foon  lofe  alf  their  zeft — all  their  novelty.  The 
corredt  Boileau  has  the  fame  truthy  with  more  elegance-^Take 
\t  in  his  words  ; 

**  ^—  Je  ne  trouve  fotnt  ie  fatigue  Ji  rude^ 
^e  l^ennuyeu^f  htfir  d*un  morfel  fans  eiuife,^* 
*  Three  or  four  hours,  therefore,  in  the  morning,  and  from 
ten  to  eleven  at  night,  are  fpent  in  fome  ferious  and  regular 
courfe  of  ftildy,  in  arming  myfelf  with  ftrength  of  mind,  and 
reflexion,  fufficient  to  regulate  my  life,  and  fupport  me  in  every 
fituation  of  it.  And  the  evenings  I  divide  for  the  .moft^  part 
(unlefs  when  1  write  a  long  letter  to  Eugenio)  between  reading 
fome  agreeal^e  moralift  or  hiitorian  to  my  little  family,  and 
contending  at  our  favourite  games  of  piquet,  or  backgammon, 
pr  the  nobler  one  of  chefs — How  fwect  **  to  rock  the  cradle  of 
repofing  age  1" 

••  But  a  top  fludlous  and  fcdentary  life  is  productive  of  low- 
fpiritednefs,  and  tends  of  courfe  to  impair  one's  health  and 
good  humour.*'  True  : — hence  then,  one  is  induced  to  take 
one's  gun  or  fifhing-rod,  and,  attended  By  trufty  Ranger,  pafs 
away  an  hour  now  and  then  among  the  fields  in  refrefhing  the 
mind,  and  exercifing  the  body  ;  thus  avoiding  thofe  many  in- 
^onyenieAcies^  which  a  duU  and  <orpid  inadtiyity  brings  along 
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'   with  it:   and  in  thefe  cxcurfions  I  am  generally  fortunate 
.  enough  to  meet  with  fomething  to  .make  a  fmall  difh  for  my 
table  ;  for  a  perch,  or  a  partridge,  with,  a  good  joint  of  meat, 
is  almoil  all  the  diniier  you  are  to  expeft.— 

**  Form'd  on  the  Samian  fchools  or  thofe  of  Ind 
There  ar^  who  thinlc  tliefe  paftimes  fcarce  humane  ; 
Yet  in  my  mind  (and  not  relentlefs  J) 
His  life  is  pure  that  wears  no  fouler  ftains  *." 

*  I  would  not  have  yoq  njiftake  me  in  this  matter.  He,  in- 
deed, efpecially  in  my  line  of  Hfe^  that  minds  little  more  than 
filooting,  or  hunting*  or  dancing,  or  any  other  fuch  trifling  oc- 
cupation, is  defervedly  negledted  and  defpi fed.— There  is  a 
wide  difference  between  u fin g  a  thing  by  way  of  amufement, 
and  making  it  the  principal  obje^  of  one's  purfuit— the  widcit 
imaginable. 

^  What  alfo  farni(hes  me  exercile,  is  the  care  and  cultivation 
of  my  little  garden  :'  this  I  take  entirely  upon  myfelf.  h  can- 
not afford,  nor  perhaps  would  I  chufe,  to  employ  a  man  on 
purpose.  And  here  I  make  a  point  to  endeavour  to  excel  my 
neighbours  in  the  neatnefs  of  laying  out  my  ground,  and  in 
the  delicacy  of  my  fruit. — Is  it  not  laudable,  Eugenio,  even  in 
fuch  trifles,  and  efpecially  in  things  of  higher  moment,  whilft 
we  slB,  perfe^iy  coniiflent  with  virtue,  underflood  in  its  moil  ex- 
tenfive  fenfe,  to  attend  to  that  well  known  line  of  the  noble 
Grecian  I 

*  *TiB  thus  I  exercifeand  amufe  myfelf. 

^  Bttt  ^ere  is  no  living  without  fociety  and  feniible  conver- 
fation  :  this  alone  can  teach  us  how  to  apply  properly  the  know* 
ledge  we  acquire  in  folitude,  poliihes  our  naanners,  and  enlivens 
the  fcenes  of  a  retired  life :  an  opportunity  of  enjoying  thefe 
pleafures  and  advantages  is,  afforded  me  at  our  excellent  neigh- 
DOur's,  Philoxenus.  Here  one  is  always  fure  to  meet^with  gen- 
teel and  rational  company.  Having  been  formerly  engaged  in 
a  public  and  honourable  capacity,  his  connexions^  are  numerous, 
and  among  perfons  of  diftind:ion,  as  well  as  of  fenfe  and  merit. 
1  long  to  introduce  you  to  this  worthy  man.  He  love$  and  en- 
courages whatever  is  great  and  amiable  in  human  nature.  He 
is  a  fincere  Chriftian,  and  a  profound  and  elegant  fcholar-r- and 
what  can  a  man  be  more?  I  never  read  the  character  which 
Pliny  J  draws  of  his  friend  Titus  Arifto,  Without  thinking  of 
Philoxenus:  the  latter  indeed  is  in  fome  refpcdts  (and  1  fpeak 
with  all  impartiality)  fuperior  to  the  brave  Roman ;  but  that* 
fuperiority  he  derives  altogether  from  his  religion.  He  is,  in 
ihort,  among  many  other's,  a  living  proof,  that  true  Chriflianity 
and  true  philofophy  may  meet  intone  and  the  fame  perfon  ;  fo 

'^...^ r, :■■■:    ;   V rf— -^ r-. — 

<  •  An  i>f  ppfsfcrring  Hea&h.'  -:  ^tJ  TL.J  208*'    •  t  §«c  Pliny's  Bjs^lcs,  I.  az.' 
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that  tkcy  are  by  aamcaas,  as  fome  bold  men  lunre  AiggefiecU » 
inceafiftent  things— Far  otherwjfe. 

«  A  few  other  friends  I  haveof  confiderable  value.  Tbougk 
but  a  poor  curate,  I  take  care  to  behave  with  proper  refervc  to* 
wards  coxcombs,  and  all  narrow- hearted  people;-  and  can* 
thank  God,  look  down  both  on  their  fmiles  and  fuperciliou* 
airs  with  all  poflible  Indifference. — I  hate  and  deteft  the  level- 
ing principle,  as  unnatural,  and  abfurd— But  be  thofe  alfo  far 
from  me,  who  can  pride  th'cmfelves  merely  on  being  of  this  or 
tbat  order  of  men,  of  this  or  that  fitnation  of  life.  Than  af- 
fociate  with  fach,  give  me  rather  the  friendfhip  of  one  like' 
Fhiloxenus,  and  let  me  enjoy  it  far  from  the  haunts  of  tbcfe 
men.  Their  wifdom,  belt  what  it  will,  has  not  made  them 
truly  wife.  Their  thoughts  and  notions,  however  fpecious,  are 
illiberal  all  of  them,  and  fhallow,  and  vain.  Mere  birth,  mere' 
money,  mere  any  thing,  except  viftue  and  learning,  can  give 
no  man  living  any  real  dignity. 

*  When  we  meet  together,  we  do  all  we  can  to  promote  in- 
nocent mirth  and-chccrfuln^fs.  Soora  indeed  fuppofe  that  this 
is  not  compatible  with  true  religion.  Thefe  men  have  their 
opinion  :  we  have  our*s :  but  as  that  ift totally  different,^ we  ex« 
elude  every  thing  of  the  fnrly  kind,  ami  admit  nothing  but 
good  humour,  and  temperance,  and  candour,  and  univerfal 
benevolence,  and  manly  politenefs, 

«  ..—.  Pura  fed  libertate  loqaendi 
Seria  qiiifque  jocis  nulla  formidine  mifcet  *.** 

*  Thas  we  find  convcrfaticjn  a  moft  agreeable  and  iriftro(£Hve 
cxercife,  tending  to  give  cafe  to  the  whole  condu6t,  and  to  our 
language  elegance  and  propriety. 

*  Should  any  of  my  rich  neighbours,  as  the  country  people 
call  them,  come  and  dine  with  me,  1  never  make  much  altera^ 
tion  in  my  dinner  :  they  know  my  income,  and  did  I  live  be- 
yond it,  thfey  would  delpife  and  avoid  me.  They  come,  like 
yourfelf,  from  motives  of  friendihip ;  and  not  in  chat  fiarched, 
formal,  and  moil  iniipid  way,  which  is  fo  common  in  modern 
times. — They  live,  it  is  true,  in  a  different  manner :  I  too,  had 
1  the  means,  would  probably,  on  fuch  occafions,  enlarge  my 
plan,  butftili  fo  as  to  condudl  things  with  oeconomy,  fimpli- 
city,  temperance;  without  which  it  is  not  to  live. — But  the 
means  are  wanting  :  neque  tamen  ego  invideo  aliis  bonum,  qua 
ipfe  careo;  fed  contra,  fenfum  quendam  voluptatemque  perci- 
pio,  fi  ca,  quae  mihi  dcnegantur,  amicis  video  fuperefie  f. 

*  I  am  fcnfible  that  philofophers  will  tell  you,  that  he  who 
.enjoys  health  and  a  bare  fubfiilence,  enjoys  enough  f  that  fuch 

gewgaws  as  riches,  conduce  not  to  the  real  happjnefs  of  man  $ 
and  fo  forth. '  Copfidered  m'erely  as  riches,  no  man  on  earth 

*  •  Claudian  De  Landibus  Stiliconi?,  lib.  ii.' 

*  t  Sec  Pliny's  Epiftles,  I.  to.  He  had  no  bufincfii  to  fay-^Neane  cniin 
ego,  ut  muUi,  invideo— PHny  tod  a  gqod  deal  «f  prid«  and  tFaaiiy  iu  ilim.' 

^  cao 
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lid  Letters  eencernhg  Education, 

,  tan  admit  their  aflertion  in  a  more  extend vefenfci  than  tAyUttj 
but  conjGdered  as  the  means  of  doing  good,,  of  living  with  com<^ 
fort  and  fatisfaflion,  it  mail  be  allowed,  on  the  other  hand^  ' 
that  they  then  become  no  improper  objedt  of  delire  even  to  a 
|>hilofopher.^ 

**  Hxc  perinde  funt,  ut  illius  animus,  qui  ea  poffidet : 
Qui  uti  fcit,  ei  bona ;  illi ;  qui  non  utitur  rede,  mala  *.'* 

*  Bat  by  90  means  do  I  fay  that  the  man  who  has  inward 
peace  of  mind,  who  has  univerfal  benevolence  in  his  heart,  and 
can  think  with  pleafure  on  his  life  and  death,  is,  in  any  iitu- 
atjon,  an  objeflt  of  pity  or  contempt.  Quite  thereverfc — He, 
and  he  alone,  is  the  truly  happy — the  truly  great  man,— How 
fweetly  does  your  favoiirite  and  moil  corre^  author  exprefs  my 
notion  ! 

*^  Fortuna,  fsevo  Ixta  negotio^  et 

Ludum  infolentem  ludere  pertinax, 

Tranfmutat  incertos  honores, 

Nunc  mihi,  nunc  alii  benigna  :*« 
Laudo  manentem  ;— fi  celeres  qnatit 
Pennas,  reiigno  quae  dedit,  et  mea 
Virtutc  me  involvo,  probamque 
Pauperiem  fine  dote  quarof*** 

*  But  to  return.   - 

*  It  is  thus,  my  friend,  I  live.  If  yoU  can  relifti  this  fort 
of  life,  haflen  to  our  humble  dwelling.  We  anticipate  the 
pieafure  of  endeavouring  to  make  things  agreeable  to  you. 
'Between  the  harplichord.  rural  diverfions,  viiiting  our  worthy 
neighbours,  engaging  in  friendly  converfation,  or  in  the  fcien- 
tific  game  of  Chefs,  we  fbalJ,  1  hope,  prevent  the  hours  from 
appearing*  very  dull  and  infipid.  Plays,  or  balls,  pr  operas,  or 
any  other  public  en  certain  mien  t,  here  we  have  none— — 

•*  At  fecura  quies,  et  nefcia  fallere  vita, 
Dives  opum  variarum  ; —  at  latis  otia  fundis, 
Speluncie,  vivique  lacus  ;— at  frigida  Tempe, 
Mugitufque  bourn,  mollcfque  fub  arbore  fomni,-7- 
Non  abfuntt." — 

The  twenty-fixth  Letter,  ov^  ft udying  Poetry  ;  and  the  twenty-, 
feventh,  with  its  continuations,  exhibiting  /ome  hiftorical  Ac* 
count  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  Poetry,  though  they  contain  not 
much  that  will  be  thought  new  by  more  advanced  fcholars,  ' 
offer  a  good  deal  of  ufeful  and  agreeable  information  to  ^ 
younger  ftudents,  and  difplay  confiderable  reading  and  erudi- 
tion :  their  contents,  indeed,  cannot  fail  at  once  to  prove  an 
interefting  and  fafe.  guidance  through  this  flowery  region' of 
literature. 

\  •  Tcr.  Heauton.  A.  I,  Sc.  a.'         « f  Lib,  iii.  29.'         « \  Gcorg.  ii.  467.*  . 
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Hifiourfes  en  feveral  important  SuhjeBi  of  Cbrifttaniiy  :  in  moft 
of  which  the  Form  of  an  Oration  is  attempted,  by  a  Concealment 
.   of  the  Method.  By  the  Rev.  Daniel  Turner,  A.  M.    Zvo.    6/. 
in  Boards,     Robinfon. 

'TrHE  title-page  of  this  colleftion  of  Difcourfes  is  undoubt- 
•*•  cdly  intended  to  give  us  expe£lations  of  fomething  new 
in  form  at  leaft,  if  not  in  fpirit.  We  cannot  allow,  however, 
that  a  mere  Concealment  of  Method  conflitutes  the  Form  of 
an  Oration.  But,  were  we  inclined  to  allow  fuch  a  poiition, 
we  maft  obferve,  that  the  method  of  thefe  Difcourfes  is  not 
at  all  more  concealed  than  that  of  modern  Difcourfes  in  gene- 
ral, delivered  from  the  pulpit.  The  multiplied  diviiions,  and 
particularly  fubdivifions  of  our  forefathers,  have  for  many 
years  been  out  of  ufe ;  but  method  is,  and  mud  be  dill  re- 
tained by  all  who  underltand  compofition ;  and  an  attentive 
hearer  or  reader  will  be  difappointed,  if  not  able  to  difcern  it 
wuhout  unufual  application.  It  is  the  beft  prefervative  againft 
falfe  or  defultory  reafoning  in  the  compofer,  and  the  fureft 
auxiliary  to  remembrance  in  thofe  who  are  addrefTed.  Ele- 
gance of  compofition  requires  that  the  joinings  of  the  piece 
Ihould  not  be  too  numerous,  clumfy,  or  obtruiive  to  fight ; 
but  by  no  means  that  they  fhould  be  abfolutely  concealed. 
The  author  of  thefe  Difcourfes  has,  therefore,  in  our  judg- 
ment, fet  out  on  a  wrong  principle ;  'but  it  is  nearly  the  beft 
thing  we  have  to  concede  in  favour  of  the  compofition  of  the 
fird  half  of  this  volume,  that  we  can  acGufe  him  of  no  par- 
ticular adherence  to  it. 

^Though  he  incurs  little  blame  on  this  point,  inftances 
of  loofe,  or  of  falfe  reafoning  too  frequently  occur;  and 
foroetimes  little  violations  of  grammar;  aukward,  obfcure, 
and  afFefted  phrafes,  too  often  deform  the  ftyle;  and  we 
were  particularly  ftruck  with  the  wild  profufion,  or  rather 
confufion  of  mixed  and  difcordant  metaphors.  We  are  pre- 
pared to  produce  examples,  more  than  fufficient,  of  all  the 
imperfedtions  we  have  mentioned  ;  but  as  the  author,  in  the 
latter  Difcourfes,  has  been  confxderably  more  corredl,  and  may 
be  induced,  by  the  intimations  we  have  given,  to  bellow  a 
careful  revifion  on  his  fecond  volume,  which  we  hope  may  not 
'  yet  be  printed,  we  Ihall  content  ourfelves  with  exhibiting  a 
fpecimen  of  a  certain  naufeous  and  canting  ftyle,  to  which  we 
have  the  utmoft  averfion.  *  Notes  of  mellifluous  gratitude—- 
Pail,  prefent,  and  future,  yw£f//)» //W^^  together — How/r/- 
£ims  is  our  Jcfus  l^-^Love-exalting  page,  &c.* 

The  volume  before  us  contains  feventeen  fermons^  the  fub- 
jeds  of  which  are  as  fbllow.^-I.  On  Contentment.     II.  The 

Chrif- 
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112     Difcouf/es  on  fiveral  import emf  SuhjeSis  of  Chriftianity. 

ChriiHan  contrafted  with  th^  Mofaic  Diifpea/adon.  IQ.  Tht 
Danger  of  halting  betweea  two  OpiAioss.  IV«  The  Cha- 
rader  of  Chrift's  Friends^  iilated  aa^  examined.  V.  Marks, 
wJiercby  we  may  know  if  that  Charadter  be  our's.  VI.  Chrif- 
tian  Fortitude,  VH.  An  Eaquiry  into  the  Nature  of  reli^ 
gioas  Meditation.  VIII.  Tlie  Obje^s  of  religious  Meditation, 
IX.  The  Divine  Exemplar.  X.  On  the  Firft  Commandment*. 
XI.  On  the  Second  Commandment.  XII.  On  the  Third  Com* 
raandment.  XIII.  On  Vows.  XIV.  A  Delineation  ef  the  vir- 
tuous Chaxafter.  XV.  The  Rewards  of  Virtue  at  Death. 
XVI.  The  Rewards  of  Virtue  in  a  future  State.  XVII.  The 
Nature  and  Confequence  of  impious  Principles. 

In  the  thirteenth  Sermon,  on  Vows,  Mr.  Turner  has  criti- 
cally examined  the  nature  of  Jephtha's  vow;  and  has,  we 
think,  eflablifhed  his  own  notion  of  it,  againil  the  common 
opinion  of  commentators,  on  folid  grounds.  A  fhort  extrad 
will  give  our  readers  fome  idea  of  the  preacher's  particular 
ientiment. 

•  What  had  milled  them  (the  commentators)  is,  that  the 
Scptuagint  and  Vulgate,  render  the  words  of  Jephtha, 
"  Whatibever  cometh  forth  to  meet  me,*'  in  the  mafculine, 
ss  if  he  had  faid — whofoever,  or  what  perfon  foever  cometh 
forth,  whereas  the  original  is  really  indeterminate.  Again, 
they  did  not  attend  to  the  particle  ufed,  which  fhouidl)e  taken 
an  the  disjunftive  fenfe,  or,  inilead  of  the  conj unlive  and. 
This  is  what  fome  judicious  critics  have  fince  clearly  fhewn  to 
be  the  right  fignification  both  here  and  elfewhere:  fo  that 
Jephtha*s  words  fhould  be  rendered  "  fliall  furely  be  the 
Lord's,  or  I  will  offer  it  for  a  burnt  offering."  That  is,  if 
it  be  a  human  creature,  he  or  fhe  ihall  be  confecrated  to  the 
ietvice  of  God,  as  fome  fort  of  Nazarites  were;  orr  if  a 
beaff,  it  fhall  be  offered  up  for  a  burnt-offering  if  it  be  fit  for 
it ;  if  not,  it  ihall  be  exchanged ,  at  the  pleafure  of  the  prieff, 
lor  another  that  is  fo.' 

This  Sermon,  tind  thofe  which  fucceed  it  are,  upon  the 
whole,  better  written  than  thofe  preceding.  Though  we 
ihould  not  recommend  any  of  them  as  models  of  fine  writing, 
or  even  of  eloquence,  to  which,  from  the  title,  they  ought 
to 'have  fome  claim,  it  would  be  unjufl  to  deny,  that  many  of 
them  contain  a  great  deal  of  good  matter,  and  that  all  are 
written  with  a  pious  earneftnefs,  which  may  render  them  con- 
ducive to  Chriitian  edification.  For  which  rea^fon,  as  well  ar 
becaufe  the  author  has  publiflied  them  partly  with  a  view  to 
Require  fome  aid  toward  the  education  of  a  numerous  young 
family,  we  heartily  wifh  them  many  leader^. 
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if  Ttiotife  Oft  the  Aiminlftration  ef  the  Finances  of  France.    JBJ 
•   Mr»  Ntcker,     Tranjlattd  from  the  genuine  Frthch   Edition i 
I j^^t  hy  Thomas  Mortimer 9  Efll^  Three  VoiAmes.  S<vo,   il,  !/• 
in  Boards.     Johofon; 

IT  was  a  fubjedl  of  admiration  in  EdrojJci  w  fee  iii  obf<:ure 
man^  without  pretenfions,  titles,  or  connexion,  at  the  head 
of  the  aditiiniftfation  of  the  finances,  in  a  kingdom  whofe  no<^ 
bles  are  eager  for  employment  in  the  fervice  of  the  fovereigni 
Yet  monf.  Necker  maintained  his  ftationi  if  rtdt  with  dignity,  at 
leaft  with  the  credit  df  profound  attention,  and  inflexible  in- 
tegrity ;  arid  France  owes  to  thefe  qualities^  ihd  to  the  hu- 
Inane  attentions  of  madame  Necker,  Comt  Very  falutary  re- 
galationsi  If  we  look  more  nearly  irito  the  fubj^fti  we  fuf- 
pe6t  it  will  appeal*,  that  our  author  was  more  diftiriguiAiable 
as  a  financier  than  a  ilatefman  ;  he  wa^  kn  exadt  accotintarit 
rather  than  a  great  minifter,  as  he  hay  been  oftentatioufiy 
called.  While  confined  to  his  ofBce,  he  excited  no  jealoufy  i  . 
when  he  aimed  at  sk  feat  in  the  council  of  (late,  he  fpon  fell. 
His  falli  however,  feems  to  be  marked  with  norie  of  the  cha- 
ra£teriltics  of  a  great  mind.  In  his  introdudtion)  he  cdmplainit 
of  it,  and  complains  with  a  feminine  weakriefs :  his  tears  ard 
iaid  to  have  been  drawn  for  the  lofs  which  the  date  has  fuf- 
tained;  but  the  mind  which  feels  its  own  dignity  will  perm  it 
itio  coniideration  to  detract  from  it.  He  inay  regret  his  fall$ 
and  the  misfortunes  of  his  country  $  but  he  will  be  ftill  him- 
felf,  unrufHed  and  tmmoVed. 

As  a  financier,  monf.  Necker  acquired  much  Credit.  H(J 
provided  r^fources  for  the  firft  years  of  an  expenfive  war^  Vl^ith- 
tout  additional  taxes,  and  left  more  ample  fupplies  in  the  trea- 
iury  than  he  found  in  it.  It  has  been  indeed  {\igge^tdy  that,  by 
thefe  exertions,  the  ftrength  of  the  flatd  was  fo  much  weak- 
ened'as  to  require  fupplies  more  than  equivalent  in  the  fub-^ 
fequent  petiod;  but  there  is  much  reafon  to  think,  that  th»fe 
fuggeilions  ar6  rather  the  fhafts  of  calumny,  aimed  at  the 
only  part  whei'e  a  wound  could,  without  danger  of  detection, 
be  inflifted.  We  know  the  wonderful  eiFedts  of  order  and  i*e* 
gularity  in  cvety  department  of  this  kind  ;  and  we  fee  nothing 
in  his  actions  which  maynot  be  accounted  for  by  thefe,  joined 
with  the  details  which  we  meet  with  in  the  volumes  before  us. 
Thiey  are  indeed  rich  in  the  treafures  of  poHticaJ  aiithmctic  ; 
the  fa6ts  are  valuable>  becaufe  they  are  probably  very  near  tHc^'* 
trath  ;  but  it  is  for  fadtB  only  that  we  efteem  $hem.  The  re«« 
Be6tions  are  often  trifling  and  jejune ;  fometimes  erroneous. 
\Ve  have  m^ny  works  on  political  arithmetic  in  our  own  lan- 


Digitized  by  C3OOQ IC 


1 14    Tttati/e  on  the  Admiiiiflraiion  of  the  Finances,  of  France. 
guage,  of  a  much  higher  value  with  refped^  to  their  rea- 
foniug. 

In  the  Introduftion,  filled  witli   iriuch  egotifm^  aftd-  fome 
very  trifling  fubjeAs,  our  autfio^  difpkiys  t»hat  a  ntintilier  of 
finance  ought  to  be  ;  and  what  he  was.-  A  ftfati  of  rdal  d^nity 
does  not  fpeak  of  himfelf ;  bqt  we  fhall  not  dwell. on  it;  fioar 
we  own  that  it  has  diminiihed  our  refpe^l  for  monf*  Necker. 
He  then  proceeds  to  an  account  of  all  the  taxes  in  France*. 
The  particulars  are  not  eafily  anderibood  by  fin  Englifh  read-*' 
cr  ;  fo  that  we  may  obferve  that  they  exceed  five  hundred-and 
eighty-five  millions  of  livres  *.     Thefc  are  followed  by  gene-* 
ral  refle^Uons  on  the  extent  of  the  taxes  ;  and  this  chapter  i a    ■ 
diftingoilhed  by  candour  and  humanity.    Our  author  does  npt 
feem  to  be  well  informed  on  th«  fubje£l  of  the  Britiih  taxe&« 
their  comparative  burthen  on  the  poor,  or  the  quantity  of  cir- 
culating fpecie.     We  think  that  he  is  miftaken  on  all  thefe 
fubjefts  ;  but  they  are  of  little  confequence  to  his  gei>eral  ar- 
gument.   The  expences  in  coUeding  the  taxes  Is  then  examin-i 
ed,  and  found  to  be  about  10-^  pei*  cent:  wc  fufped.thflt>  coft- 
fidcririlg  every  circumftance/ England  is  not  fo  cheaply  ferved. 
The  two  next  chapters  arc  on  the  favings  which  might  be  ftill 
made  in  the  cplledlidn  ;  but  thefe  jtsgulatioAs  are  loc^I^  and 
would  not  be  eafily  undcfrftood  :  oor  author's  -plans,  perhaps 
by  the  fuperior  weight  of  influence,  were  only  partially  tried/ 
and,  aflc;r  t^ial,  w^rs  rejeftcd.     The  two  following  chapters 
are  on  the  converiion  of  all  the  taxes  into  a  land  or  a  poll-tax. 
The  former  of  thefe  contains  fome  very  judicious  reflexions  ; 
but  we  have  feen  them  already  in  vaiious  ihapes  :  the  next 
chapter  is  on  the  number  of  revenue  officers.     Monf.  Necker 
then  proceeds  to  the  population  of  the  kingdom,  which  he 
thinks  amounts  to  twenty-five,  or  nearly  twenty-fix  millions  of 
inhabitants.     But  we  much  fofpeft  his  data  ;  for  the  ilrange 
difproportion  of  births  in  the  years  1773  and  1774,  whicji,  io 
the  latter  year  exceeded  the  former  by  39,170,  an  exceis  not 
progreffionai,  or  in  any  way  accounted  for,  leads  us  to  doubt 
greatly  of  the  accuracy  with  which  the  lifts  are  kopt.    In  the 
year  1777,  the  births  exceed  thofe  of  the  preceding  and  fiic- 
ceeding  years,  by  above  fifty  thoofand^     The  caufes  of  the 
variatiott  ef  population^  which  monf.  Necker  mentions,  wiU 
^  ■■'  ~  ■     ■         .  '  ■  '  ,  ■,.,-,.,-■-  . 

*  Itfilead  of  usually  redudng  l^e  feTcral  fumsi  we  fttall  add  an  eafy  niie 
for  this  purpofc:.  Strike  aS  from  the  number  o^  livres  the  two  figures  or& 
>hc  ri^ht  bund,  multiply  fiie  reft  by  *4»  ihcrtalfe  tKe  prddn^  by  one-tenth  o£ 
itfelf,  a^d  the  iuii  it  the  aofwcrreqi^ireld.    Hitts  Un^^o  liVfet  is-  equal  to 

£.  440c;  £dr  ioc>olcr?-  X  4  s:  i^oto,  «hd  4<oco  +  i— ^  of  4©6o'-f"4Do  tz 
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Treaiije  on  the  AJmimfiration  of  toe  Ft  nances  of  France »     ii^^ 
not  account  for  thefe  great  difproportions,  nor  thefe  fuddert 
(changes.     We  {ball  extrad  the  following  chapter  entire^  as  it 
recapitulates  the  whole; 

*  Tht  whole  extent  of  the  kingdom,  cxclufive  of  Corfica^ 
coniiils  of  twenty-fix  thouYaiid  nine  huddrcd  and  fifty-one  fquar^ 
leagues,  twenty-five  to  a  degree ;  confeqaenrly,  of  two  thou- 
fand  two  hundred  and  eighty- two,  two>fifths  toifes,  (FrencU 
fathoms)  per  league. 

*  Its  population  confifti  of  tweiity-foor  millions  fix  hundred 
feventy-fix  thoufand  inhabitants  *, 

^  This  allows  nine  hundred  and  iixteen  individuals^  for  every 
fquare  league. 

'  Its  taxes  amount  to  five  hundred  and  eighty-four  millions, 
four  hundred  thoufand  livrcs  f ,  which  is  twenty-one  thoufand 
iix  hundred  and  eighty  four  iivres  perfqilare  league.' 

*  And  twenty-three  Iivres,  thirteen  fous.  ejght  denieri  per 
head,  for  perfotis  of  all  ages,  and  of  both  fex^s;' 

Monf«  Necker  then  enumerates  the  taxes,  immunities,  pd«^ 
pulationi  extent,  and  principal  refources  of  each  gcnefalit/i 
into  which  the  kingdom  is  divided.  The  fads  in  this  chapter 
are  namerons  and  valuable ;  and  the  exadnefs  of  the  returns? 
in  general  cannot  be  fufpeded.  But  there  is  much  reafon  to; 
think  that  the  populatioti  is  exaggerated  ;  that  of  the  city  of  ' 
Paris,  in  particular,  efliroated  at  about  &x  hundred  and  hhy 
thoufand,  fhould  certainly  be  much  reduc(;d,  if  we  would  come 
near  the  truth.  Next  follows  an  account  of  the  extent,  taxes,; 
and  population  of  Corfica,  and  the  colonies.  Corfica,  we  find^ 
does  hot  produce  a  fuiHcierit  income  to  defray  the  expences  of  hi 
civil  eftabliQiment.  The  firit  volume  concludes  with  general  ob« 
fervations  on  the  reform  of  the  taxes,  which  we  cannot  abridge  z 
indeed  they  are  chiefly  localj  and  not  diftitignilhed  by  their 
depth  ;  nor  are  they  of  that  general  coinprehenfive  natifre^  a^ 
to  be  eafily  applied  to  other  countries; 

In  the  fecond  Volume,  the  firll  objed  is  a  propofat  tb  eqtial* 
ize  the  taxes  on  fait.  This  fubftaiice  forms  a  very  confiderable 
fource  of  the  French  revenue  ;  thoughi  as  ufual,  when  taxe^ 
are  carried  fo  high,  the  means  of  raifii\g  a  fopply  is  ofteii  de- 
ilrudive  to  it.  The  contraband  trade  in  fait  exceeds  the 
^reatell  expedations ;  and  the  brigades ,'  to  prevent  this  trade 
in  geherali  we  find  amount  to  twenty-three  thoufand  men. 
The  whole  of  the  fubjed  is  well  and  clearly  explained.-     The 

tobacco  tax  is  next  explained,  which,  like  all  the  other  French 

,  ,1,    ,,,      I ,  .  "•        .      I  _    -  -  I 

*  *  TweDtv-iodtr  miUidns  eight  hundred  thoilrfand  idhabi^nts,  including 
Corfics,  wiioie  population  cohwXt  of  one  hundred  and  tv^enty-fbur  thouiraocp 
Souls  * 

*  -f  Five  hundred  and  eighty-five  millions,- including  the  taxes  p9i4  b/ 
Codka,  which  amouni  to  fix  hundted  thoulund  livrcs.' 

I  r  taawtt/ 
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1 1.6  ^Piotrfeonthi'  jfdhintjtration  of  the  Finances  of  France,, 
taxes^  l^y  various  immunities,  is  partial,  opprefiive,  and  witlr 
dif&culiy  examined.  The  third  chapter  is  more  general^  and; 
opntaius  '  Obfervations  on  the  Duties  on  Importation  and  £x«  ' 
portation';  with  Refle^iioils  and  Refearches  on  the  Ballance  of 
the  Commerce  of  France,*  In  confidcring  this  fubjcft  -oup 
author,  in  fome  ioftances,.  makes  the  proper  allowances  ;  but 
in  others  he  is  deEcneat.^  The  followiag  ob^rvations  deferve 
attention.. 

*  P  will*  fuppofe-  that,  either  from  fixed  ideas,,  or  from  con- 
je^ures,  a  general  flatement  is  made  of  the  importations  and' 
dxportations'of  a  kingdom  ;  a  valuation  in  money  mufl  necef- 
farily  be  made  of  each  part  of  this  double  commerce,  if  we 
wifh  to  know  the  amount  pf  the  balance  of  the  commercial 
exchanges;  now  this  valuation,  as  it  is  ufually  made,  is  ex.- 
tremely  im perfect, 

*  Let  us  apply  this  propofition  in  the  firft  p^ace,  to  merchan- 
dife  imported,  and  let  us  take  France  for  an  example,  that  we 
may  avoid  the  cenfofion  that  would  arife  from  the  genericai! 
words  of  countpy,  or  kingdom*. 

^'  X^et  a  vaktattoa  then  be  made  in  France^  of  the  merchan-i- 
dife  of  foreign  countries,  according  to  the  current  pnce  of  thof« 
commodities  in  the  centre,  of  the  kingdom,  or  in  one  of  it» 
principal  commer<;ial  towns  ^  the  debt  contracted  by  the  flate 
will,  by  this  method,  be  greatly  exaggerated ;  for  die  currenc 
price  of  foreign  commodities  in  France,  is  compofed  not  only 
of  the  fum  paid  for  them  to  the  nation  who  has  fold  them,  but 
lifcewife  of  the  duties  of  entry  exafled  at  Che  different  cuftom- 
hoofed  Y  and  laftly,  of  the  profit  or  intereft-  on  the  advances 
made  by  the  French  merchfints,,  who  have  imported,  them  as: 
objefis  of  trade :  yftf^  of  thefe  three  articles  }urt  recapitulated,^ 
only  the  fum  paid-  to  the  foreign- idles  is  a  debt  of  the  king«- 
dom. 

*  The  expenc^$  of  carriagen  or  of  freigh t,  are  likewife  com* 
prifed  in^the  current  Value  of  foreign  merchandife ;  now  if  thi» 
freight  has  been  g;ained  by  the.  national  /hipping,,  a  fUU  greater 
deception  will  happen  in  the  Hatementof  the  balance  of  com- 
merce>'  if  the  merchandize  imported  is  valued  according  to  thor 
ciirrcnt  price  in  the  kingdom.' 

I'he  fa6ls  on  which  his  eftin^ates  arc  founded,,  are  not  very 
particularly  and  accurately  Hated ;  but  he  eflimates  the  balance 
in  favour  of  the  kingdom  at  feventy  millions  ts{  livres.  This 
balance  chiefly  arifes  from  the  produdls  of  their  Weil  India 
iflands,  and  the  foreign  laleof  their  manufadtui^s.  This  is  ixiM- 
ed^)n  with  fome  force  ;  but  itmuft  be  very  evident,  without* any 
particular  affiftance  from  the  cuftom-houfe  bookst  We  allow 
France  to  be'an  ingenious  and  flouriihing  nation  ;  but,  if  the* 
fubjeft  were  examined  with  a  critical  eye,  we  fufped  that  th^ 
balance  would  be  fomewhat  lef&ncd.     Many  dcd unions  occur' 
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tQ  Hs,  which  the  author  has  not  made^  We  ought  to  add  that, 
in  vnoni,  Neckex's  opinion,  the  ftate  cff  exchange  is  but  a  fu* 
jwrficial  and  erroneous  method  of  judging  of  :tbeiavonrablc 
j>aiance  in  thevcooimerce  of  a  rtation. 

The  fourth  chaptCT  conrains  ^general  ideas  on  the  reform  of 
•the  cuftoms  ;  and  the  fo or  following  ones  relate 'to  the  cpnfti* 
•tution  of,  and  the  arrangements  in,  the  provincial  ajTemblies, 
The  obfervations  on  thcfe  fubje6ts  are  chiefly  local. 

The  next  obgo6l  of  attention  is  the  clergy.  They -are  exempt 
ifrom  moft  of  the  taxes,  and  their  fubfidies  are  in  general  frti 
^ifts  ;  but  they  tax  tbemfelvesfor  this  purpofe,  and  they  raife 
above  ten  millions  of  livres  annually.  About  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thoafand  of  thefe  arc  appropriated  to  the  RoyaiHof- 
.pitai  of  Invalids.  The  king  adds  two  millions  five  hundred 
<thoufand  livres  to  the  refidne  ;  and  the  whole  is  applied  to  the 
general  debt,  occafioned  by  the  »free  gifts, '  and  to  other  pubr 
iic  works.  The  whole  income  of  the  clergy  is  efiimated  at  one 
hundred  and  ten  millions  of  livres.  Some  very  jull  ^Mj^Hiumane 
^eHeftion^,  ^  on  the  difpofal  of  benefices,'  conpiu'de  thisfubjed^. 

The  eleventh  chapter  contains  *  Refearcftes  and  Refledlions 
on  the  national  Debt  of  France,  and  the  Means  of  paying  it/ 
Schemes  of  this  kind  are  fo  often  yifionary,  and,  from  various 
-caufes,  fo  feldom  prafticable,  that  we  (hall  only  obfexve,  that 
imonf.  Necker  propofes  to  convert,  the  funds  into  life-annuities. 
The  ftate' of  the  public  expences  in  France,  is  ftill  lefs  an  ob- 
ject, of  our  attention  ;  bit  xkd  fads  are  the  more  curious,  fince 
'they  have  not  been  before'  publifhed  ;  and  they  will  afford 
£oxsit  valuable  information  refpedling  the  ftate  of  the  king- 
•vdom,  and  a  comparifon  of  the  French  anfd  Englifh  finances. 
The  volume  concludes  with  a  fupplemcnt,  relating  to  forac 
little  differences  between  our  author's  account,  and  that  in  the 
sFfcnch^dia,  in  1784.  . 

The  firft  part  of  the  third  volume  relates  to  the  weight  «f 
money,  and  circumftances  relative  to  the  coinage.  Thefub- 
jedl:  is  complicated,  and  too  long /or  our  inv'eftigation  at  j)r^- 
fent :  that  part  of  it  whidh  relates  to  th^  profit  O^f  -the  fove- 
•reign  on  coinage,  is  in  a  great  meafure  new.,  and,  with  a  fe\v 
reftridlions,  we  believe  very  corj-eft.  The  quantity  of  fpecie 
in  France  is  faid  to  amount  to  two  thoufand  two  hundred  mil- 
lions of  livresL.  The  increafe  of  fpecie  d«lring  the  laft  peace, 
was  confiderabfe,  and  it  is  calculated  by  our  author  with  fbme 
accuracy:  the  increafe  in  other  nations  is  examined  and  cal- 
ciliated  ;  but  with  -fo  few  foundations  in  fadl,  that  we  fhall 
^ot  follow  the  detail.'  The  advantages  and  inconveniencics, 
arifing  from  an  increafe  of  the  fpecie,  and  the  progrefs  of 
luxury,  are  connected  with  the  former  fubje^t,  and  examined, 
.sat  fome  length,  with  great  propriety. 

J  3  n  '^K 
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The  tliree  next  chapters  are  mifcellaneous ;  *  on  the  For- 
tunes of  Financiers  ;*  ♦  Refleftions  on  the  Solicitations  of  the 
preat,  and  the  Nec^ffity  of  rcfifting  them  with  Firnanefs  ;*  and 
*  on  the  Places  which  enoble  the  PofleiTers  :'  the  number  of 
the  laft  excites  pur  author's  attention  ;  and  He  labxfurs  to  Ibevv 
that  thefe  kinds  of  rewards  have  been  n\ifapplied,  and  are  lit* 
jurious  to  the  kingdom. 

^onf  Necker  then  proceeds  to  work-houfes,  hofpitals,  and 
prifons.     All  thefe  were  mqch  improved  during  his  fuperin- 
tendance  ;  but  he  candidly  allows,,  that  farther  improvement* 
are  ftil]  neceflary,     Theic  are,  we  find,  above  feven  hundred, 
public  hofpitals,  and  about  one  hundred  private  fmallerones  ; 
the  number  accoi;nmodated.are  from  one  hundred  to  otie  hun- 
.^red  and  ten  thoiif^nd  pcrfops :  the  incomps  (of  which  nearly 
0ne*fo'urth  belongs  to  the  Hotel  Dieu^  and  the  great  hofpijcal  ia 
f  aris),  exceed  eighteen  millions  of  livres.    For  the  army  and 
iiavy,  there  are  about  fevcnty  inftitutions  of  this  kind  5  and 
the  ufual  number  of  iick  is  s^bout  (ix  thoufand.     After  fome 
.obfefvatJons  on  the  ncceiTary  reformation,  monf.  Necker  pro- 
f  ured  the  eflabli(hment  of  one,  under  the  flrifteft  regulations  | 
and  the  ^eekly  expence  of  each  patient  was,,  in  I779l»  equal  tQ 
four  {hillings  and  eleven  pence  iterUng ;  but  it  gradually  in- 
freafed;  though  in  1783,  is  was  only  five  (hillingsand  thieei 
pence.  We  pention  thefe  fadls,  for  the  example  of  the  different 
Jiofpitals  in  this  kingdpm.    The  very  necefTary  reforms  in  tho 
Hotel- Pieu  we^e  m^de  by  monf.  Neckev  j  -and  the  new  re- 
gulations fuperintended  by  madaroe  Necker*  who  was  alfo  very 
in  fir  u  mental  in  the  improved  management  of  the  new  inflvu- 
|ions.     ^onf.  Necker  alfo  reformed  the  prisons  ;  and  his  re-r 
;^uIations  are  very  ufqful  and  humane  :  they  may  be  attended 
tiD,  a?\d  imitated  \yith  advantage  ';  but  is  the  Bafli^e  in  its  fot- 
mcr  flate  \  it  is  not  mentjioned  in  this  work,  except  to  ennmc- 
jfate  expehces  requjfite  to  its  fupport. 

Spm«j  farther  reflcftions  on  the  '  Commerce  of  Coi;n  ;'  in- 
quiries f  on  the  clearing  of  Wafleiands,'  then  follow ;  but 
|liey  prefent  nothing  pf  f^ifficient  importance  to  induce  uis 
to  enlarge.  <  Re$e6^ion^  on  tJie  Intcrefl  of  Money,  the 
Maintenance  p|"  Public  (i^xt^^Xt  «nd  ^h«  Circulation  of  Specie, 
are  of  more  importance;  but  our  article  is  already  extentvc, 
A  gre?t  part  of  this  chapter  is  employed  in  arj^umcuts -iq 
ejlablifh  th?  credi^  of  the  French  fun^ls;  but,  thoijigh  many 
,9/  th^  ^ircumftances  fuppofed  neceifarj^  for  t^is  pnrpoff,  con- 
curred 19,  1782,  the  Ipan  of  that  year  was  not  filled,  Monfl 
Necker  fays,  becaufe  one  of  the  conditions  was  a  reimbijirfe- 
snentj*  yhjch  wa?  diflrufled,— y-a  diflruft  always  fatal  wheye,  in 
the  beft  ^tuation,  the  lender  depends  on  the  life  of  the  mo- 

liarch.    Our  author  cont^aft^  the  facility  with  whi^ii  the  loans 

^      '"  i    .    .     ..    .^  .  .     ^^^^ 
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were  filled  in  England,  and  gives  many  good  reafons  for  the 
different  events,  but  the  ^rft  and  greateft  is  general  public  con- 
fidence, which  occafions  a  ftruggle  to  be  in  the  firft  lifts,  be- 
caufe  the  fubfcriptiqns  may  be  again  impiediatcly  fold  with 
advantage.  The  great  number  of  fubfcribers  is  therefore  a 
little  fallacious. 

We  next  receive  an  account  of  an  ipftitution  eftablifhed  at 
Paris,  inftcad  of  the  pawn-brokers,  calle4  Mont  de  Piete  ;  and 
afterwards  fome  obfervations  on,  or  rather  a  defence  of,  the 
mode  of  borrowing  on  life-annuities.  Tfie  moil  ufeful  method 
of  receiving  the  affiftance  which  the  liberality  of  paWotifiji 
may  offer,  is  then  explained,  and  the  impolicy  of  the  droits 
d'aubane  clearly  pointed  out.  The  twenty-fixth  chapter  is 
on  Banks^  particularly  the  Bank  of  England,  and  its  illegi- 
timate child,  the  Caffe  d'Efcompte,  which  is  perhaps  not  (b 
firmly  re-eftablifhed  as  monf.  Necker  fuppofes.  This  chapter./ 
however,  contains  fome  very  valuable  information!  The  reft 
of  the  work  is  fo  mifcellaneous,  that  we  muft  consent  ourfelves 
with  iranfcribing  the  titles  of  the  feveral  chapters  :  *  Regu- 
larity in  the  Royal  Exchequer;  Ideas  of  the  Eftablilhment 
of  a  general  Board,  for  Refearches  and  Information;  on  the 
CEconpmy  of  Time  ;  the  Spirit  of  Syftem  ;  the  Nqminatign 
to  the  Offices  of  Intendants  qf  Provinces  5  the  Change  of 
Principles  and  Perfbns  in  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Finances  ; 
a  concifc  Enumeration  of  the  Sources  of*  the  Power  of  Prance  ; 
4ind  a  Declamation  againft  War,  with  Arguments  againft  it  in 
a  political  View,. and  Anfwers  to  its  Apolpgifts.*^  The  volume 
;  concludes  with  the  author's  reafons  for  undertaking  the  work  j 
and  this  part  refembles  too  much  the  introduction. 

We  cannot  conclude  this  article,  without  ou'r  corij- 
mendations  of  the  tranHator,  who  has  executed  this,  uncom^- 
inonly  difficult  taik  with  great  clearnefs  and  precifion.  Tbofe 
will  beft  ujiderftaud  his  merits  who  have  looked  into  the  ori« 
•  ginaf;  which,  to  brdinaty  Teaders,  is  fcarcely  intelligible, 
fro^h  the  numerous  terms  feldom  met  with  in  the  ufual  pubji* 
cations, 

-  — ; '  '  '    "^'.    '    1. — :  t    '     .   r 

fh  ^truSiure  and  ^hyfide^  ef  Fijhes  ixflained^  and  comparid 
*wtth  -tho/e  of  Matt  ^nd  other  Animals,     lUuflrated  wth  Fi» 
gures.     By  Alexander  Monro,  M,  p.  of  Edinburgh,     t^argi 
•  Folio^     zL  Zs.  in  Boards,     Robin fqn. 

TiiJS  is  another  attj^pt  of  the  induftrious  prefefibr,  (whofe 
'  Obfervations  on  the  'Nervous  6yilem,'  we  reviewed  in 
'  our  fifty -fixth  volume),  to  illuflratc  a  fubjeft  hitherto  imper- 
feftjy  undcriloood.     This  work,  however,  may  b^  confidcred 
^       ^  \  aa 
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as  anatomical  rather  than  4)hyiiological ;  for  we  have  v€fy  • 
little  fatisfa^ory  information  relating  to  the  different  fun^ion^ 
pf  thefe  anigials.  The  ftrudlure  is  ^lluflrated  wi^h  plates  \ 
but,  with  a  very  fe\y  exceptions,  they. do  not  defervc  a  better 
charafter  than  thofe  which  d^forpted'Dx.  Monro's  laft  work.  A 
'few  of  thefe  pjates,  engraved  by  J.  Beugo,  h^ve  a  clearnefs 
^nd  brilliancy  which  ^re  ftrong^y  con  trailed  by  the  bUck  in-r 
.diftind  engravings  of  Mr.  Donaidfon :  yet  a  few  of  this  laii 
'gentleman's  works  feem  to  be  rifing  into  a  kind  of  relief: 
we  hope  they  are  the  dawnings  of  impfovement. 

The  anatomy  of  filhes  was  not  wholly  unknown.  Abouj: 
the  latter  end  of  the  l^il  century,  Qr.  San^uel  Collins  pub- 
lifhed  two  volumes  in  folio,  on  the  anatomy,  phyiiology,  an^ 
',  pathology,  of  the  humjin  body,  illullr^t^d  by  that  of  diJerent 
animals.  Fifhes  contribute  to  the  illuflration  :  many  feem  to 
have^  been  diifedled,  and  numerous  reprefent^tions  pf  thei^  . 
firudure  are  fubjoined.  The  platiss  ^re  engraved  by  Faithorne^ 
^  man  of  no  mean  abilities,  and  they  are  exepoted  with  grea^. 
flrength  and  clearnefs.  The  inaccuracies  in  the  hitman  ana-* 
tomy  have  Icflened  the  character  of  that  work  ;  and  it  ia  now 
in  little  credit,  or  almpft  unknown.  Yet  the  (Ir^fture  of  ani- 
mals is  delineated  with  tole^-able  fidelity  ;  and  we  muft  coi^- 
hh  that  we  have  been  indebted  to  it  for  more  clearly  comr 
prehending  fome  of  Pr.  Monro's  defcriptions.  The  part  of 
the  work  before  us,  wh^ch  defcribes  the.  lymphatics  and  lac- 
teals  of  aquatic  animals,  is  entirely  ne\Vj  ^nd  more  ce)rtainly 
original.  .       ,  . 

Our  author  begins  with  defc|*ibing  the  heart,  vefljsl^,  an4 
circulation  of  fiflics.  The  diftribution  of  the  blood  in  the  gills 
is  aftonifliingly  extenfive,  and  every  particle  muil  be  cxpofed 
to  the  water, 

*  For  in  each  fide  of  the  body  of  a  fkate  there  are  four  doiiT 
ble  gills,  or  gills  with  two  fides  each,  and  one  fingle  gill  >  op 
there  are  in  all  eighteen  iides  or  furfaces  on  which  the  braochial 
artery  is  fpread  out.  Op  each  of  thefe  iides  there  ^e  about 
fihy  divifions,  or  doublings  of  the  meinbrane  of  the  gills.  Each 
divi£ipn  hs^s  on  each  iide  of  it  one  hundred  and  iixty  fubdir 
irHions,  doublings,  or  folds  of  its  membrane ;  the  length  of 
^ach  of  which,  in  a  very  large  (kate,  is  about  pne?e]ghth  of  ^n 
ipchy  and  its  breadth  about  one-iixteenth  of  an  inch.  So  tha( 
in  the  whole  gills  there  are  on^  hutidred  and  forty- four  thour 
fand  fubdiyifions  pr  folds,  the  two  (ides  of  each  of  which  ar^ 
fsqual  to  the  ^ty-fourth  part  of  a  fquare  inch ;  or  the  furface 
pf  the  whol^e  gills  in  a  large  ikatp  is.equal  to  two  thoufand  twQ 
Jiundred  and  fifty  fquare  inches,  that  is,  to  more  than  iifteeqi, 
'  fquare  fdet,  which  have  been  fupppfed  equal  to  the  whole  e^- 
{prpal^face  ^f  the  human  body.  Wh^Ai  ^ft$r  %  |;oo4  inje^oa 
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of  tbe  artery,  a  microfcope  is  applied,  the  whole  extent  of ahe 

membrane  of  the  gills  is  feen  covered  with  a  beautiful  net  work 
of  exceedingly  minute  veiTels** 

In  the  obfervaiions  on  the  circulation  of  the  blood  we  find 
remarks  both  of  a  trifling  and  an  important  nature.  Dr. 
jVIonro  thinks,  that  the  thick  coats  of  the  bronchial  veins 
really  poiTefs  a  mufcular  power ;  in  proof  of  this  opinion,  he 
alleges,  that  in  the  raefenteric  veins,  and  vena  portarum  of 
an  ox,  he  can  demonfirate  d  truly  4Qiufcular  coat,  Mr.  Hunter, 
we  are  told,  has  been  fuccefsfully  employed  in  fome. experi- 
ments, to  afcertain  the  real  mufcular  power  of  the  blood-vef* 
fel5,  independent  of  their  elaflicity  ;  and  we  hope  he  will  en- 
able  us  to  refume  the  fubjeft  by  their  publication.  Confider- 
able  dilatations  in  the  abdominal  veins,  are  owing,  in  Dr.^ 
Monro's  opinion,  to  the  temporary  retardation  of  the  blood, 
by  the  fuperipr  weight  of  water ;  but,  as  they  occur  in  the 
lymphatic  fyilem  al&,  it  is  probable  that.th^y  accomplifh  fomie 
pthcr  and  more  latent  purpofe. 

*  The  laft  remark  1  fhall  majcc  is.  That,  the  circulation  of 
the  blood  being  carried  on  in  the  cartilaginous  Hfltes  in  the  fame 
inaiiner  as  in  the  ofTeous  or  pifces  of  Linnaeus,'  and  the  whole 
mafs  of  blood  pafling  through  their  gilh,  they  mull  breathe  re- 
g4i]arly  and  uninterruptedly  to  furnifh  ,bIood  to  the  brain  and 
other  oigtLtiSy  or  they  cannot  pofTefs  the  pulmo  arbitrafius  as  is 
fuppofed  by  Linnaeus:  fo'  that  there  appears  no  juil  reafon  for 
^lafiing^thein  with  the  amphibia^  .  . 

*  }n  the  animals  which  are  commonly  ricckoned  afnpbibious* 
to  wit,  the  tortoifjp}  the  frog,  the  lizard,  and  the  ferpent,  a- 
part  only  of  the  mafs  of  blood  paiTes  through  the  lungs.  In 
the  fro^  and  common  fmall  lizard,  branches  are  fent  oiF  from 
the  aorta,  which,  if  we  may  judge  from  their  fize,  convey 
about  one-third  part  of  the  whole  jnafs.  In  the  torcoife,  the 
ferpent,  and  fuch  of  the  lizard  tribe  as  have  two  auricles  and 
ventricles,  a  greater  proportion  paifes  through  the  lungs,  jh 
the  fea  tortoile,  the  blood  from  the  lungs  pafTes  into  the  Icffc 
iauricle,  and  from  it. into  the  left  ventricle.  PVom  the  left  ven- 
tricle  it  is  tranfipitted,  by  tranfverft  canals  or  holes  in  the  fep- 
jtnm  between  the  ventricles,  ii^to  the  right  ventricle,  where  it 
is  mixed  with  the  blood  which  is  fent  from  the  venas  cavas 

'  through  the  rfght.  auricle.  All  the  arteries,  therefore,  take 
their  rife  from  inc  right  ventricle ;  and  the  pulmonary  arteries 
are  confiderably  fmaller  than  ihofe  which  lupply  the  place  of 
pur  aorta. 

*  In  all  thefe  animals,  therefore,  every  part  of  the  body  may 
receive  a  coniiderable  portion  of  blood,  although  the  refpira- 
lion  and  free  paifage  of  the  blood  through  their  Jungs  be  inter- 
rupted. Hence  they  are  not  under  the  fame  neceility  with  the 
inammalia  birds^  and  fifiies,  of  breathing  frequently,  regularly, 
pf  ^Iter&atf ly }  or  they  enjoy  the  pulmo  arbitrarius/ 
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Dr.  Wonro  next  delcribes  the  macoos  dofts  wluch  m  yctf 
beaatiful :  tbey  arc  attended  by  very  naroeroiis  nerves;  and, 
in  one  ijiftsuice,  the  nerve  bccdmes  peHacid,  (b  that  the  author 
thinks  its  nature  is  alfo  changed. 

Ttic  watery  liquors  in  the  head,  pericardium,  and  perito- 
naeum of  fiihes,  next  claim  his  attention.     They  are  falt^  but 
contain  only  about  half  the  quantity  of  fait  ufually  found  in  the 
fame  bulk  of  fea- water  :  in  fome  inHances,  much  lefs.    There 
are  patfages  io  fome  ii(hes.  from  whence  the  water  may  pafs 
cut ;  but  a  valve  feems  to  be  inierpofed  to  exclude  the  en- 
trance of  any.     In  the  fkate  too,  the  pericardium  opehs  into 
the  abdomen  ;  but,  from -the  {(ru£iure  of  the  dud,  nothing 
€|tn  pafs  from  thence  into  it.     Dr.  Monro  thinks  that  fTuids 
may  pafs  the  valve,  and  that  thefe  liquors  are  derived  from 
the  fea ;  but  they  are  \tk  fait  than  fea-water ;  and  belides, 
in  that  way,  they  cannot  get  intb  the  head  or  the  pericardium. 
The  reafbn,  which  he  appears  to  have  overlooked,  is  probably 
the  following;  fifhes,  thougli  they  live  in  fait  water,  have  no  fait 
in  their  coropofition  ;  and  their  abforbent  vefTels  feem  to  fc* 
parate  the  pure  v;ater  from  the  element  in  which  they  live  ; 
yet,  in  different  circnmftances,  this  operation  is  not  fo  per- 
fedly  performed  as  may  be  neceifary  for  the  pvefervatioo  of  the 
minimal ;  fo  that  another  outlet  is  neceifary  for  the  deleterious 
fnbiUnce.     It  is,  therefore,  feparated  by  the  veffeis  of  the 
pericardium  and  abdomen,  and  froin  thence  pafibs  out.    That 
the  liquor  is  rccrementitious  is  evident  from  its  being  in  fome 
'  inftances  connedled  with  the  urinary  organs  ;  and  it  is  by  no 
tncans  certain,  that  it  has  not  fome  outlet  from  theiiead.    ,in 
man  we  find  there  are  fecretory  organs,  to  throw  out  wji^t 
jnay  have  been  abforbed  by  the  indifcriminate  operation  if 
other  vefTels ;  fo  that  our  opinion  is  fupported  by  analogy. 
The  other  fecreted  organs,  and  their  liquors,  aiford  nothing 
which  deferves  attention,  or  that  we  can  abridge. 

The  moil  curious  organ  of  fiihes  is  the  fwimming  bladder. 
Pr.  Monro  defcribes  its  various  appearances,  and  the  commu<^ 
nications,  in  fome  genera,  between  it  and  the  flomach  :  he 
renders  it  probable,  that  the  air  either  pafTes  from  the  ilomach, 
or  is  produced  by  fccretion.  This  fubjeft,  however,  is-left  in 
a  very  imperfe^  ftate  :  we  ihall  fupply  the  imperfection  by  a 
few  fafls,  and  fome  conje6lures.  It  is  highly  probable  that^ 
in  fome  inftanccs,  this  bag  leifens  the  fpecific  gravity  o£  the^ 
fiili,  and  contribu-tes  to  raife  it  in  the  water ;  b>t;t  this  is  i^t 
always  the  cafe,  for  the.b^g  is  yery  fm^),.  in; proportion  :ta 
the  fize  of  the  animaU  and  not  caipable  of  any  very  great  en- 
largement. This  eSt&.  is  tkereibre  a  fecondary  one,  and  does 
dot  merit  much  confidera^oa.     The  primary,  one  is  probably 
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to  prev€^nt  bad  air  from  mixing  with  the  floids,  or  a$  a  re« 

ceptacla  for  (hat  which  has  been  admitted.     We  know  that 

pklogifticated  air  is  delet^erious  to  £(hes,  and  that  they  die  if 

they  have  not  a  fupply  of  this  element,  in  a  profjer  liate.  At 

the  fame  time,  they  qannot  always  difcharge  the  ibul  air,  con* 

j^tninated  by  the! i'  bodies,  or  fupplied  from  their  fpod;  fo    . 

that  in  fome  indances  they  drive  it  into  this  receptacle  froni 

the  ft<jmach ;  in  others,  it  is  fecretedinto  it  from  the  blopd, 

Pr.  Monro  has  not  examined  the  nature  of  the  air  in  the  blad-^ 

^er  ;  but  we  know  it  to  be  noxious,  and  it  gives  probability 

to  our  accounts.   On  tv^ry  fuppoiition,  fome  excretory  du<^  is 

neceffary ;  though  none  has  been  yet  clifcovered,  and  no  one 

has  thought  of  the  means  by  which  it  is  to  he  difcharged.'  We 

would  fugged,  though  with  great  diffidence,  that  from  the 

l^ddition  of  phloglilon,  in  confequence  of  its  bdng  confined 

within  an  animal  body,  it  may  be  changed  to  water,  and 

exude  through  the  pores  into  the  abdomeli,  from  whence  there 

is  a  ready  difcharge.     We  know  that  water,  in  an  attenuated 

ilate,  will  pervade  much  clofer  membranes, 

Dr*  Monro  next  defcribes  the  abforbcnts  of  £{hes,  with 
great  accuracy  5  he  has  traced  them  to  the  furface,  and  dc- 
ro^^onilrated  that  they  are  a  diftind  fy|lem  of  vtSeiSf  with  the 
fame  properties  as  the  human  lymphatics.  As  thole  of 
iifiies  haVe,  however,  no  valves,  it  is  probable  that  their 
coats,  though  thin,  are  really  mufcular.  Our  author  then 
•attempts  to  refute  Mr.  Hcwfon^s  opinion  relating  to  th^ 
fpleen,  by  fome  obfcrvations  on  the  fpleen  of  iilhes,  and  to  efta- 
blilh  his  own  title  to  the  difcovery  of  the  lymphatic  fylicm,  ia 
thefe  animals.  The  refutation  is  very  fuccefsful;  but  we  be- 
lieve it  is  now  unneceffary  :  we  are  forry  fo  much  has  beea 
faid  about  the  difcOvery,  by  men  of  abilities ;  for,  in  the  ftate 
in  which  this  branch  of  anatomy  then  was,  it  lay  ready  fot 
the  firft  and  mod  fuperficial  enquirer. 

•  Our  author  proceeds  to  the  brain,  and  organs  of  fenfe  ni 
^ihes.  The  organs  of  feeing  and  fmell  have  been  often  de« 
ftribed':  thofe  of  herrings  have  been  already  defcribed  by  Mn 
-Hunter,  who  is  not,  however,  once  mentioned  by  our  author^ 
|t  mud  be  acknowledged,  that  the  defcxiption  of  the  ear,  ia 
•this  volume,  is  more  full,  particular,  and  difcriminatedg^ 
than  that  of  Mr.  Hunter,  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfa£lion&, 
"We  made  large  extra  As  from  that  paper,  in  our  fifty*fifth  vo- 
lume, page  410^  and  need  not  now  enlarge  on  the  fubjeft,  dr. 
fompare  the  accounts. . 

The  experiments  on  hearing  in  water,  are  very  inftroftlve. 
We  find  that  the  tremors  of  the  air  are  communicated  readiljpi 
fo  \\c  waterj  and  thofe  of  watef  to  air ;  fo  that  tremors,  <x- 

/''        '  ' .  «te4 
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cited  by  percuiSon,  can  be  beard  when  the  head  is  dthar 
above  or  under  waten  When  a  bell  is  plunged  in  water,  the 
found  is  more  grave  than  in  air ;  the  beli,  which  in  air  fbuoded 
the  higbeil  O  of  a  common  harpficbord,  in  water  founded  s 
£fth  falfe  lower,'  or  the  C  (harp- under  G. 

From  the  account  of  the  eyes  of  £(kes,  we  ftall  feled  the 
following  remarks. 

*  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  we  are  led  to  the  conclufion, 
tijat  the  primary  ufe  of  the  almoll  completely  fpherical  figure 
of  the  cryitallinc  lens  of  fifties,  or  great  convexity  efpccially  of 
the  anterior  part  of  their  lens,  which  I  find  projeAs  in  the  cod 
about  {tvtti  fortieths  of  an  inch  beyond  the  iris,  is  to  take  in  a 
large  field  of  the  objeds  around  them  ;  which  was  particularly 
neceiTary,  as  the  motion  of  their  neck  is  inconfiderable. 

<  To  enable  them,  with  x}^^  fame  length  of  the  axis  of  the 
eye  as  in  the  quadruped,  to  collect  into  a  focus  on  the  retina 
the  rays  of  light  coming  from  the  denfe  medium  of  water,  four 
chief  circumilances  concur* 

/  In  the  firft  place,  we  obferve  that  their  cryilalline  lens  is 
moce  convex,  or  compjfed  of  portions  of  fmallcr  ipheres,  thaa 
in  land -animals. 

*  la  the  next  place,  we  have  found  that  their  cryftaHine  lens 
}s,  tn  eorrefponding  parts,  much  more  denfe  than  in  animals 
which  live  in  air. 

•  Thirdly,  that  the  lens  in  fiihes  po^iTes  powers  of  refracting 
light  far  beyond  what  have  been  calculated  by  authors,  who 
have  proceeded  on  the  fuppofition  that  theie  powers  were  pro* 
portioned  nearly  to  its  fpecific  gravity. 

•  In  the  Jaft  place,  the  vitreous  humour  of  fifhes  being  light- 
er than  that  of  jand-animals,  the  rays  of  light  iiTuing  from 
their  lens  will  be  refrafled  in  a  greater  degree,  or  brought 
fooner  to  a  focus,* 

The  next  fubjeft  of  enquiry  is  the  ar)atomy  of  the  fcpia  lo- 
ligo,  the  ink-filh.  Our  author  fufpedts  the  black  fluid  to  bp 
,the  bile  of  the  animal ;  and  to  be  merely  a  recrementitious 
liquor. 

The  defcription  of  the  anatomy  of  the  echinus  marinus, 
was  read  to  the  Philofophical  Society,  at  Edinburgh,  in  the 
year  1761.  We  are  forry  that  we  can  neither  analyfe  or 
abridge  it ;  for  it  is  extremely  curious :  we  can  only  hin^  - 
that  the  perforations  in  the  ihell  of  this  animal  are  intended 
for  the  pafiage  of  abforbents ;  and  that  abforption  feems  to  be 
carried  on  by  means  of  mufcular  adiion.  With  this  account 
the  volume  concludes. 

This  work  contains  fifty  tables,  fo  that  it  would  lead  us  too 
far,  even  with  the  utmoft  concifcnefs,  to  explain  their  fubjefts. 
It  is  enough  to  remark,  that  they  are  intended  to  illuftratp 
every  part  of  the  defcription  j   and,   if  properly  executed, 

would 
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wtnild  have  been  very  valuable :  at  prefent,  they  fupply  the 
ieccflary  defcdls  of  langaage  very  imperfeaiy. 

If  we  examine  this  work  as  a  whole,  we  ftiall  find  great  rea- 
fbn  to  commend  the  induftry  aivd  Attention  req[uired  in  fo  many- 
laborious  dilTedliotis ;  we  cannot  praife  the  author  very  highly 
jbr  acute  comprehenfion,  or  penetrating  fagacity.  Hi3  induc- 
tions, are,  however^  genemlly  clear;  and,  fo  far  as  they  ex- 
tend, always  accurate.  We  wi(h  him  to  purfue  the  fubjeft  j 
for  much  remairxs  to  be  exanvined,  attd  many  doabts,  parti- 
cularly io  the  plkyfioiogy  of  fiihes,  to  be  elucidated* 

Ji  fte'U*  Syfiem.  of  Moderrk  Geography  :  or,  a  Geographical,  Hif- 
torical,  and  Commercial  Grammar  \  and  prefent  State  of  the 
fetxeral  Kingdoms  of  the  World.  By  Williatn.  Guthrie,  Efq^ 
The  JJlronomicnl  Part  by  James  Fergufon,  F.  R.  S.  The 
Third  Edition,  ttfith  great  AdditioMS  and  Jmpro*vements,  and  a 
copious  ladexn  lllufti^ed  tvith  a  Set  of  large  and  accurate 
Mapf*  4/tf.,  1 1,  15/.  i»  Boards  ;  the  Maps-  half- bound.  Dilly 
^ff^Robinfon.  ' 

"ITTE  have  ieldom  exlimi-ned  a  work  fo  ufeful  in  its  original 
^^  form,  and  fo'much  improved  in  the  fabfequent  edl- 
ftions,  as  the  Syftem  now  before  us.  It  contains  fuch  a  fund 
of  information,  drawn  from  various  fonrces,.  that  it  has  a 
powerful  claim  to  be  coniidered  as  a  repofitory  of  val'uable 
know?ledge.— Of  the  improvements  in  the  prefent  edition,  a 
general  account  is  given  in  the  following  advertifement. 

*  The  original  Preface  fo  fully  explains  the  general  plan  of 
the  work,  that  it  feems  only  neceflary  to  give  feme  account  of 
thofe  additions  and  alterations  which  the  Hu^uation  of  itates 
and  of 'human  affairs  renders  unavoidable. 

*  Since^the  Jail  quarto  edition  came  from  the  prefs,  the  Hock 
ef  geographical  and  political  knowledge  has  been  much  in- 
creafed,  by  the  publication  of  fome  valuable  accounts  of  tra«^ 
vels  and  voyages.  Thefe  have  been  carefully  perufed ;  and 
from  them  are  now  added  many  intirefling  particulars  relative 
to  Ruflia,  Poland^  Sweden,  Denmark,  Spain»  Switzerland,  th& 
two  Sicilies,  the  Eafl  Indies,  the  iflands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
the  weltern  parts  of  North  America,  Hudfbn's  Bay,  and  other  / 
peaces. 

*  Amidft  the  public  events  which  afford  matter  for  hiilorical' 
narrative,  this  edition  contains  a  faithful  accotint  of  the  mpfl 
important  tranfaftions  in  the  late  war  between  Great  Britaia 
and  her  colonies,  and  alfo  with  the  powers  of  France,  Spain^ 
and  Holland  ;  the  feveral  fteps  leading  to  a  general  peace,  and 
tht  eilablilhment  of  the  independence  of  the  American  Hates*. 
Nor  has  \^^  attention  been  paid  to  the  difpute  between'  the  em- 
peror of  Germany  and  the  Dutch  ;  and  to  the  v^ariours  changes 
which  have  happened  among  other  ilaies  ou  the  continent. 

a  *  la 
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"i*  In'tliofe  parts  o£  the  worif  which  relate  to  tBe-onglo'©^ 
nations,  and  their  manners  and  fy(l«in»  of  xtV\g\<itt^^  the  addi^'T 
tions  are  too  Qomerous  to  be  Specified*  The  latefl  difcoveries 
and  obfervations,  from  the  moft  approved  authorities,  are  blend- 
ed with  the  forxper  narrative;  and.  enlargements,  equally  aii^ 
then  tic,  have  been  made  with  refpeiSt  to  the  geographical  and 
.  liflorical  accounts  of  each  country. 

*  That  the  work  might,  farther  mefit  its  diftinguifhed  repu* 
tation,  the  maps  have  not  only  been  accurately  examined,  and 
greatly  improved,  by  the  rooft  eminent  artifts,  but  feven  new 
plates  are  added,  iiluilratirvg  the  alterations  refulting  from  th€ 
ellablifhment  of  the  American  ftates,  the  difmeml^rment  of 
Poland,  the  late  acciuifitions  of  RufBa,  and  pther  European 
powers,  the  difcoverics  in  the  Southern  Ocean  *,  &c. 

*  When  the  great  number  of  maps,  with  the  itdditipn  of  at 
leafl  one  hundred  pages  of  letter-prefs,  and  a  confiderable  en* 
largement  of  the  Ind^x,  are  considered,  the  proprietors  may 
with  truth  aiTure  the  public^  that. the  alteration,  in  the  price  is 
far  from  being  adequate  to  the  attention.,  pains,  and.expeoce^ 
which  have  been  employed  to  give  this  \york  an  additional  claim: 

.-to  general  notice  and  approbation**  .  ^ 

-  This  advertifement  does  not  exaggerate  the  merits  of -the 
prefent  edition,  and,  in  fome  refpeds,  leaves  them  undif- 
played,  particularly  with  regard  to  chronological,  and  other 
fcientific  improvements. 

In  the  account  of  the  northern  countries,  we  obfcrve  that 
due  attention  has  been  paid  to  Mr.  Cox's  judicious  remarks^ 
relative. not  only  to  the  topographical  llate  of  the  different  na- 
tions, but  thcrr  revenues,  iniHtutions,  and  many  mifcellaneous 
circumilances,  derived  from  this  intclligeat  traveller^  and 
Others  of  refpe6lable  authority. 

In  what  relates  to  the  Netherlands,  we  perceive  that  the' 
hiftory  is  enlarged  ;  and  a  perfpicuous  account  is  given  of  the 
late  differences  between  the  Dutch  and  the  emperor  of  Ger« 
many. 

Many  enlargements  arc  made  to  the  narrative  concerning, 
Switzerland,  and  likewife  to  that  of  Spain  and  the  Two  Si- 
cilies, from  the  entertaining  Travels  of  Mr.  Swinburne.  We 
obferve  alfo,  that  the  hiilory  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  whiclt 
,  in  the  former  editions  was  delivered  cbnjundlly,  is  now  very 
properly  feparated ;  and  a  partiQular  account  is  given  of  the 
fovereigns,  aRd*all  the  memorable  traofadions  in  each  king- 
dom. 

*  *  Befides  a  lacge  chart  of  the  World;  comDrehcnding  the  tracks  and 
rfifcoverics  of  captain  Cook,  &c.  the  maps  of  -HindoftaD,  China,  Kuffia,- 
England)  the  SfcVcn  United  Provinces,  the  Auftrian,  French,  and  Dutch 
Netherlands,  the  Britiih  dominions  m  America,  and  of  tli«  Thirteen  United 
S)utc5,  arc  eujircly  new/ 

Is 
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.in  ddci-ibiDg  this  inaiitiets  Utid  «i»ftonf9  of  tke  HTtfrks  in 
Emrofte  and  Afia,  the  etiiim*  has  addled  to  the  iVdrratiive,  fMm 
different  foiifecs^  Atti^ikg  Vtrhkk  we  find*tlift  reTpe^able  a«it)|o> 
rities  of  colonel  Mance^  and  baron  de  Tott.     We  (hall  infert* 
tke  Mlo^ii^  defb-iption  of  Condantinople. 

*  *  Conliftiidnople  is  at  this  day  one  of  the  finelb  cities  in  the* 
world  by  its  fit  nation  and  its  port.    The  profpedt  from  it  wno-' 
ble#    The.moft  regular  part  is  the  fiefeilin,  inclofed  with  walls 
afid  gates,  where  the  merchants  have  their  ih  ops  ^excellently 
ranged.     In  another  part  of  the  city  is  the  Hippodrome,  an' 
^oblong  fqaare  joi  400  paces  by  260,  where  they  exeretfe  oti- 
horieback.   The  Meidan,  or  parade,  is  a  large  fpacious  fqaare^ . 
the  genenl  reforc  of  all  ranks*    On  the  oppofite  fide  of  ch« 
pprc  are  four  towns,  bdf  con  fide  red  as  a^  part  of  theiubarbst 
their  diftance  being  fo  fmall,  aperfon  may  eaiily  be  heard  on  the 
other  fide.  They  are  named  Pera,  Galata,  Pacha,  and  Tophana* 
In  Fcrs^  the  foreign  ambafikdors  and  all  the  Franks  or  ftrangera 
refide,  not  being  permitted  to  live  in  the  dty ;  Galata  alfo  is 
moftly  inhabited  by  Franks  and  Jews,  and  is  a  place  of  great 
trade.     The  city  abounds  with  antiq<iities :  the  tomb  of  Coti- 
iUntine  the  Great  is  ftrll  preferved.  The  mofque  of  St.  Sophia^ 
once  a  Chriilian  church,  is  thought,  in  fome  refpeds,  tQ  exceed 
io  grandeur  and  archite6ittre  St.  Peter's  at  Rome.     The  oity  it 
built  in  a  triangular  form,  with  the  Seraglio  landing  on  a 
point  of  one  of  the  angles,  from  whence  there  is  a  profpedl;  o£ 
tbe  delightful  coail  of  the  Lefler  Aiia,  which  is  not  to  be 
equaHed.    When  we  fpeak  of  the  feraglio,  we  do  not  mean  the 
*  apaftments  in  which  the  gftmd  fignior*s  women  are  confined,  as 
is  commonly  imagined,  bat  the  whole  inclofure  of  the  Ottoman 
pakce,  which  might  well  fufKce  for  a  moderate  town.     The 
wall  wbich  forrounds  the  feraglio  -is  thirty  feet  high,  having 
battlements,  embrafores,  and  towers,  in  the  flyle  of  ancient 
fortifications.     There  are  in  it  nine  gates,  but  oniy^two  of 
chem  magnificent;  and  from  one  ofthefe  the  Ottoman  court 
takes  the  name  of  the  Porte,  or  the  Sublime  Porte,  in  all  pub- 
Jic  tranfa^ions  aftd  records.     Both  the  magnitude  and  popula- 
tion of  Conilantinople  have  been  greatly  exaggerated  by  cre- 
dulous travellers.     It  is  furrounded  by  a  high'  and  thick  wall» 
with  battlements  after  the  Oriental  manner,  and  towers,  de- 
femited  by  a  lined  but  fhallow  ditch,  the  works  of  which  are 
double  on  the  land  fid^.     The  befl  authors  think  that  it  does 
not  contain  above  800,000  inhabitants,  three  fourths  of  whom 
^e  (aid  to  be  Greeks  and  Armenians,  and  the  reft  are  Jews  and 
Turks.   Others Tuppofe  the  inhabitants  cot  to  exceed  600,000. 
The  city  hath  been  frequently  affailed  by  fires^  either  owing 
10  the  narrownefs  of  the  ftrects  and  the  flrudlureof  the  houfes, 
or  the  arts  of  the  Janizaries.    In  Augufl  1784,  a  fire  broke  out    ^ 
in  tlie  quarter  iituate  towards  the  harbour,  and  fpread  into 
Other  quarters,  and' about  10,000  houfes  (mod  of  which  had 
been  rebdlt.finlce'th.^'firc  in  17^2)  were  confumed.* 
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Amidft  the  enlargements  made  by  the  editor,  he  ha^  t^ 
been  inattentive  to  Paleftine,  that  country  which  muft  always'^ 
bc^held  in  particular  veneration  by  every  ChrilUaa  reader.  We 
^all  qnly  tranfcribe  the  followjing  paiTage. , 

*  Under  the  government  of  Sheik  D^her,  the  ally  of  the  fa*  • 
nous  All  Bey,  fdme.  part  of  Palefline  revived.  He  enlarged 
the  buildings  and  walls  of  St.  John  de  Acre,  formerly  Ptole-* 
xaaisy  audi  (hewed  great  indulgence  to  the  Chriftians,  Its  in-- 
habitants  were  lately  computed  at  40,000.  Caifa,  which  (lands 
on  the  declivity  of  Mount  Carmel,  di^ant  about  20  miles  from 
Acre,  was  aUo  new  built  and  enlarged-by  Daher,  The  ancient 
Joppa,  now  Jaffa,  50  miles  well  from  Jerufalem,  ftands  on  a 
rocky  liill,  hath  an.  harbour  for.fmall  veiTels,  and  its  circumfb-* 
rence  is  abbut  Vffo  milcss.  The  number  of  inhabitants  is  7000 1 
the  weftern  part  of 'the  town  is  inhabited  by  Chriftians.  The 
prefent  (late  of  RamafT  is  deplorable,  its  walls  in  decays,  and 
mod  of  the  houfes  empty,  though  the  number  of  inhabitants 
is  dill  between  3  and  4000.  Not  a  houfe  is  (landing  of  the  , 
once  magnilicenc  city  ot  Cefarea,  but  the  remains  of  the  walls 
.  teilify  its  former  grandeur.  Azotus  is  about  two  miles  in  cir- 
cumference, ,the  inhabitants  are  near  3000,  and  moHIy  Maho* 
metans :  an  old  Ilru6lure  is  ihewn  here,  with  fine  marble  pil- 
lars, which  is  faid  to  be  the  houfe  that  Sampfon  pulled'down, 
when  infulted,by  the  Philiilines.  Gaza  is  ilill  refpedlable,  it 
extends*  from  eail  to  well  three  miles,  and  is  a  mile  m  breadth^ 
divided  into  the  old  and  new  townl-  The  lad  is  inhabited  by 
the  inferior  Turks  and  Arabs :  the  number  of  the  inhabitants 
IS  reckoned  to  be  26,000.  It  is  about  five  milos  from  the  fea; 
and  outfide  the  town  is  a  market  for  the  country  people  to  dif- 
pofe  of  their  commodities  to  the  inj^abitants,  tor  they  are  not 
permitted  to  enter  the  town.  The  country  around  is  very  fer- 
tile, but  its  chief  produce. is  corn,  oily  wine,  honey,  b^es-wax, 
£ax,  and  cotton.' 

Additions  are  made  to  the  account  of  Hindollan,  relative 
to  its  divilions  under  different  princes  and  rajahs,  its  govern- 
mcntj  inhabitants,  religion,  and  cuftoms.  Thefe  fubje(fls  had 
formerly  not  been  treated  with  fufficient  precifion^  and,  from 
cur  Jricreafing  connexion  with  that  country,  they  become 
daily  more  intereiling  to  Britifh  readers.  Additional  accounts 
of  ^gypt#  and  its  chief  cities,  are^  likewife  introduced ;  and 
the  late  revolutions  in  that  country  are  diilinflly  related. 

In  the  account  of  America,  equal  attention  is  obfer^^able* 
In  particular,  we  meet  with  an  accurate  dcfcription  of  the  re- 
maining Briti0i  provinces  in  that  quarter,  with  thofs  now  de» 
nominated  the  United  States. 

With  regard  to  the  difcoveries  of  the  late  circumnavigators*^ 
many  pages  are  added  to  the  former  defcription  of  the  iflands 
in.  .the  South  Pacific  Ocean,,  and  the  refearchcs  which  have 
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been  made  in  the  wcftern  parts  of  Nortli  America.  The  cir* 
cumftances  are  feledled  vyith  judgment,  a«d  afford  a  compre- 
heniive  view  of  thofe  numerous  acqaifitions  lately  made  to 
geograpJiical  knowlege. 

We  obferve  large  additions  in  what  relates  to  the  hif!bry  of 
the  Britifti  empire,  accompanied  with  a  detail  o^  ^^e  import- 
ant tranfadions.  which  preceded  and  followed  the  laft  general 
peace.— The  ftate  of  the  Eaft  India  company,  now  fo  clofely' 
connected  with  the  mod  elTential  intereits  of  the  na.tion,  is  a 
Tubjeft  which  merits  great  attention.  The  editor  has  accord- 
ingly given  a  diftind  account  of  their  pofleflions  and  trade, 
and  of  the  late  adi  of  parliament  for  the  regulation  of  the  ^ 
company's  affairs. 

So  numerous  are  the  improvements  which  have  been  made  in 
the  prefent  edition  of  this  valuable  work,  rendered^  ftill  more. 
worthy  of  the  public. favour,  by  the  maps  with  which  it  is  now 
cnxiched,  in  a  feparate.. volume..  We  mufl,  therefore,  acknow- 
ledge it  to  be  the  moft  comprehenfive,  and  moil  nfcful  fyftem, 
of  the  kind,  that  has  hitherto  appeared. 

_: : ,     ^./:^ : i 

Tk  ^Hftory  of  Wales,  in  Nine  Bfioks  :  With  en  Appendix,  By 
the  Re<v.  William  Warrington.  ^,  ^to,  1/.  is.  in  ^oardsm 
Johnfon. 


A 


T  commencing  the  review  of  this  work,  we  arc  naturally 
led  to  a  comparifohof  natjp'ns  in  a  ftate  of  civilizatibn 
and  barbarifm.  It  is  the  glorious  f^rivilege  of  the  former  not 
only  to  floiirifh  in  the  arts  of  peace,  but  to  confer  fuperior 
loftre  on  the  warlike 'Jitchievements  of  their  own  people; 
while  the  latter  are  deftined  to  live  in  rude  obfcarity,  and, 
perhaps,  to  fink  into  oblivion.  The  fate  of  the  Welfh  re- 
fembles,  in  fome  mcafuro,  that  of  the  ancient  nations,  which 
became  ^uccefiively.  a  prey  to  the  irrefiftible  inundation  of  the 
Greek  and  Roman  povyer.  .They  fought  for  their  liberties 
with  a  perfeverance*,  which  affords  unqueftionable  proof  of 
their  valour  ;  but  the  hiflory  of  their  wars  being  chiefly  tranf- 
xnitted  by  the  conquerors,  there  is  reafon  to  think  that  the 
narrative  is  not  only  written  with  partiality,  but  muft  often  be 
deficient  with  refpefl  to  true  information. 

Coniidering  the  extraordinary  attachment  of  the  Welfh  to 
the  renown  of  their  anceilors,  it  may  juflly  appear  furpriiing, 
that  no  native  of  that  country  has  ever  yet  attempted  a  regu- 
lar hiilory  of  the  nation.  But  of  a  cpmpofition  of  this  nature 
their  language  afforded  no  example  ;  and  while  -the  valiar^t 
exploits  of  their  progenitors  were  celebrated  in  the  fongs  of 
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their  bards,,  they  were  little  foUcitods  for  that  Tame  wMcli 
could  hut  faintly  ftrike  the  imagination  through  the  mediom 
of  inanimated  records.  The/ may  now,  howeveK;'  congratu- 
late their  jcountry,  that  a  writer. has  arifen,  with  a  genius  very 
different  from  that  of  the  monk^of  Llancarvan,' and  traCed 
tjie  various  fortunes  of  the  anpient  Britons,  not  only  with  a^ 
dignity  fuitable  to  hiflorical  compofition,  hut  witKiticH  a  de-' 
gree  of  liberal  fympathy,  as,  had  he  not  thought  proper  to 
inform  us  he  is  an  Engliftiraan,  we  might  have  entertained  an; 
opinion  that  he  derived  his  defcent  from  ancient  Cambria. 

The  reverend  author  fets  out  with  a  review  of  the  Britifh 
hiftory  before  the  retreat  of  the  Romans  from  this  country  ;. 
and,  in  the  fecond  book„  continues  the  fubjeft  from  this 
epoch  to  the  period  when  the'  ancient  Britons  were  driveik 
into  Wales,  Cornwall,  and  Armorica.  He  juflly  obferves,, 
that  the  moft  obvious  defe«fl  in  the  national  charafter  of  the 
Britons  was  a  negligence  in  ellablilhing  a  naval  po\ver  ;  thought 
Experience,  and  the  nature  of  their  fituation,  pointed  but  the 
propriety  of  this  meafure,  as  the  only  cffedtual  means  of  con- 
tending with  the  Saxons,  and  of  counteradling  their  deiigns... 

The  third  Book  contains  an  Account  of  the  Wars  between 
ihe  Saxons  and  Welfli,  to  the  Death  of  Roderic  the  Gieat:. 
About  the  commehcemNeat  of  this  epoch,  towards  the  end  o£ 
the  fixth  century,  Cambria  took  the  name  of  Wales,  and  the- 
inhabitants  ceafed  to.  be  denoroiftated  Britons,  by  which  title* 
they  had  been  hitherto  dxftinguiflied.:  But  their  former  feve- 
fity  of  fortune,  Mr.  Warrington  obferTcs,  continued  to  poi-r 
fue  this  brave  people  in  their  laft  afylum,  as  the  canqueft  oF 
•  this  barren  domain  became  the  objeft  of  ambittoo  and  policy 
to  the  SaxoK  and  Norman  princes.  In  this  period  o£  jheBri* 
tiih  hiftory,  Cadwalader  affords  an  example  of  that  fupertti- 
tious  weaknefs,  which  has  aftuated  a  few  other  jirinces,  evea 
fiiiee  the  decline  of  the  dark  ages. 

*  After  refiding  feme  time  in  the  court  of  Brctajgne,  fays 
the  hiftorian,  Cadwalader  prepared  to  return  into  Wales,;  hav- 
ing heard  that  the  famine  and  peftilence  had  ccafed^  and  that 
the  Saxons,  with  increafing  power,  were  cndeaYOuring  to  ex- 
lend  their  conquefts.  With  this  view  he  coHeded  an  army» 
compofed  of  his  own  fubjeds  and  his  tillies  the  firetons>  with  a 
Xuitable  fleet  to  tranfport  them  acrofs  the  channel*  Jn  fuch  a 
iicuation,  a  magnanifr.ous  prince  would  either-havc  refcued  hia 
country  from  its  danger,  or  would  have  buried  him.Wf  in  ita 
ruins.  But  jufl  at  the  time  that  Cadwalader  was  goii^g  to  em-. 
bark,  he  was  warned  in  a  Vifion,  >vhieh  he  fancied  to  be  a 
fudden  impulfe  from  heaven,  which  direfted  him  to  hy  afide 
the  cares^of  the  world,  and  go  immediately  to  Rome,  to  receive 
holy  orders  from -the  hands  of  the  «ope%     This  iUufiorv,  tb« 
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•fted  of  a  weak  or  diftemperefi  mind,.  He  communicated  to  the 
king  of  Bretaigne ;  who,  probably  fyom  interefted  morives, 
took  advantage  of  this  incident  to  a6l  oh  the  weaknefs  of  this 
prince,  and  on  the  credulity  of  his  nation  ;  which,  iri  commoii 
with  every  other  people  in  the  fame  ftage.  of  refinement,  aU 
ways  paid  a  high  veneration  to  men,  who,  acting  tinfder  the 
iropulfe  of  a  warm  and  eothufiailic  fpirit,  fancied  themfelves' 
indued  with  the  power  of  revealing  future  eventsi' 

'  Having  confuhed.the  prophetic  bopks  of  tht  cwo  A^riias^ 
which  were  deemed  facred  as  the;  pages,  of  the  R.Qman%ybils^ 
Alan  told  him,  they  predided  the  ruin  of  the  Britifh  empire^ 
until  the  time  that  the  bones  of  king  Cadwalader  ihould  be 
brought  back  from  Rome.  He  then  advifed  him  to  a6t  up  tp 
the  patriotic  defign,  and  to  follow  the  impafe  of  his  vifion* 
Thus  conHrmed  in  the  delufion,  Cadwalader  proceeded  tO 
Rome ;  and,  agreeably  to  the  interefted  views  of  the  Roman 
•pontiffs;  was  kindly  received  by  pdpe'Sergius.  After  he  had 
fabmitted  to  baveiiis  head  (haven,  and  to  be  i nitrated  into  thd 
order  of  white  monks,  Cadwalader  lived  eight  years  as  a  reli- 
gious reclufe;  exemplary  in  the  piety  of  thofe  day^,  but  in  d 
4Qtuatlon  un^/iortky  of  a  prince  ;  as  at  feduded  him  from  the 
^raidtice  of  a^ive  Wftue,  and  of.  cotifequence*  from  promoting 
the  interefts  af  his  people  ;  for  which  great  end  alone  princes 
are  delegated  to  rule  m.ankind.' 

In  this  part  of  the  work>  o))r  autboi'  defcribes  the  moded 
of  life,  and  private  manners  c^  the  Welih,  whofe  chal-ader 
bears  a  great  refemblance  to  that  of  the  other  Qeltie  nations!. 
They  are  represented  to  be  a  people  light  arid  nimble,  and  more 
£erce  than  ftrong*  Thjeir  chief  fuftenance  was  cattle  and  oats^ 
beiides  milk,  cheefe,  and  butter ;  though  they  ufually  atjs  ' 
anore  plentifully^  of  fle(h-meat  than  of  bread.  Being  little 
engaged  in  the  occupations  of  traffic,  their  time  was  cbieii/ 
employed  in  military  affairs*  They  entertained  an  idea  that 
It  was  a  difgrace  to  die  in  their  beds,  but  an  honour  to  fall 
in  the  field*  There  was  not  a  beggar  to  be  feen  in  the  whole 
xountry,  for  the  tables  were  common  to  all  ;  and  hofpitality 
^vas  eftecmed  one  of  the  chief  virtues^  Pride  of  ancellry,  and 
nobility  of  family,  were  extremely  predominant.  A  Welfh- 
man  was  confidered  as  honourable^  if  among  his  anceilors  there 
had  been  neither  flave,  nor  foreigner,  nor  infamous  perfon. 
Yet  if  any  foreigner  had  faved  the  life  of  a  Welftin\ani  or  de- 
livered him  from  captivity,  he  might  be  naturalized  j  and  any 
foreign,  family,  having  refided  in  Wales  for  four  gener^ubni^i 
,1^as  entitled  to  the  fame  privilege* 

Onr  a«rthor  obfcrves,  concerning  Roderic,  Iwho  has  deceived 
Irom  his  coantrymen  the  title  of  Great,  that,  if  to  produce 
the  wealth  and  grandeur,  the  fafety  and  happinefs  of  a  llate^ 
be  the  means  of  attaining  fuch  a  ttUe>  the  condufi  of  this 
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prince  gave  him  little  claim  to  fo  honourable  a  diftinftion. 
For  Roderic,  without  precedent  to  palliate,  or  apparent  ne- 
cefGty  to  enforce  fuch  a  meafure,  yielded  up  the  independency 
of  Wales  ;  enjoining  his. poller ity,  by  a  folemn  refcript,  to 
pay  to  the  Saxon  kings,  as  a  mark  of  fubordination,  a  yearly 
txibute,  which  afterwards  became  the  foundation  of  the  claim 
of  fuprcmacy,  afferted  by  the  Englifli.  Such  a  tribute  had, 
indeed^  been  paid  .,by  the  Cambrian  to  the  Britifh  princes  j 
but  tlfls,  certainly,  could  impofe  no  fimilar  obligation  upoo 
the  dependents  of  thofe  Britons,  who  had  been  forced  to  aban- 
don their  native  country  to  the  ufurped' dominion  of  the  Sax- 
ons. The  divifion  which  Roderic  made  6f  his  territories, 
proved  likewife  the  fource  of  civil  diflenfions,  and  national 
weaknefs,  which  produced  in  the  end  a  decUne  of  patriotifra. 

In  the  fourth  book,  our  author  recites  the  hiftdry  of  Wales, 
from  the  Death  of  Roderic  to  that  of  Bleddyn  ap  Cynvyn,  the 
king  of  North  Wales  and  Powis,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  clcf 
vcnth  century.  The  bad  efi«ds  of  the  policy  oi  Roderic  now, 
became,  confpicuous  :  for  in  confequence  of  it,  Bleddyn  ap 
Cynvyn  deigned  to  receive  his  crown  from  the  hands  of  that 
power  which  was  the  hereditary  foe  of  his  country,  and  con- 
sented to  hold  it  as  a  tributary  of  the  Englifh  princes.  In  the 
next  Book,  we  find  William  Rufus  entering  Wales  with  a 
royal  army,  and  aiTerting  a  fuperiority  to  which  he  had  no 
legal  preteniions. 

In  the  fame  Book  we  meet  with  the  following  tranfa£tion, 
which|  in  its  origin,  bears  An  affinity  to  an  incident  that  pro* 
duced  a  revolution  in  the  Roman  government. 

♦  In  the  Chriflmas  holidays,  Cadwgan  ap  Bleddyn  invited 
the  chieftains  in  his  neighbourhood  to  a  feafl  at  his  houfe  in 
Dyvct,  In  the  courfe  of  the  entertainment,  medh,  or  mead,' 
the  wine  of  this  country,  having  raifed  their  fpirits,  Neft,  the 
wife  of  Gerald,  governor  in  Pembroke  caflle,  was  fpoken  of 
in  terms  of  admiration  ;  the  beauty  and  elegance  of  whofc  pcr- 
fon,  it  was  faid,  exceeded  thofe  of  any  lady  in  Wales.  The 
curiofity  of  Owen,  the  fon  of  Cadwgan,  was  flrongly  excited 
to  fee  her ;  and  he  had  little  doubt  of  obtaining  admittance, 
as  there  was  a  degree  of  relaiionfhip  fubfifting  between  them. 
Under  colour  of  a  friendly  vifit,  the  young  chieftain,  with  a 
few  of  his  attendants,  was  introduced  into  the  caille.  Finding 
ihi»t  fame  had  been  cold  in  her  praife,  he  returned  home  deep- 
ly enamoured  of  her  beauty,  and  fired  with  an  eager  deiire  of 
^njojing  her.  1  he  fame  night,  returning  with  a  troop  of  his 
wild  companions,  he  fecretly  entered  the  caille,  and,  in  the 
confufion,  occafioned  by  fetting  it  on  fitt^  furrounded  the  cham- 
ber in  which  Gerald  and  his  wife  flept.  Awaked  by  the  noi(c> 
he  luihed  fuddenly  out  of  bed  to  inquire  into  the  caafe  of  the 
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difturbance  ;  but  his  wife,  fafpedling  fome  treachery,  prevented 
his  opening  the  door ;  then,  advifing  him  to  retire  to  the  privy, 
ibe  palled  up  the  board  ;  and  ftill  farther  afliiling  her  hulband« 
he  let  himfelf  down,  and  made  his  efcape.  Owen  and  his  foi- 
iowers  inftantly  broke  open  the  door  \  but  on  fearching  the 
chapjber,  not  finding  Gerald,  they  feized  his  wife  and  two 
of  his  foos,  befides  a  ion  and  daughter  which  he  had  by  a  con- 
cubine ;  then  leaving  the  cai!le  in  flames^  and  ravaging  the 
country,  h^  carried  oS'Neil  and  the  children  into  Powis.  This 
adventure  gave  Cadwgan  the  greatefl  uneaiinefs.  Afraid,  left  ' 
Ijenry  might  revenge  on  his  head  the  atrocious  a<5tioQ  of  his 
fon,  he  came  into  Powis,  and  requeued  Owen  that  he  would 
iiend  back  to  Gerald  his  wife  and  children,  as  well  as  the  plun* 
^^i  which  he  had  taken.  The  young  chieftain,  whofe  love  . 
was  heightened  by  the  pofTefficn  of  his  miftrcfs,  refufed  to  re- 
liore  her.  Whether  (he  yielded  to  the  violence  of  her  lover 
form  choice  or  from  neceffiiy,  is  uncertain  ;  but  he  foon  after 
fent  back  to  Gerald  all  his  children,  at  her  particular  requeft/ 

.  The  fixth  Book  contains  the  narrative  from  the  Death  of  ' 
Gryffydh  ap  Cynan  to  the  Acceffion  of  Llewelyn  ap  Jorwerth  ; 
and  the  feventh,  from  this  period  to  the  Death  of  David  ap 
Llewelyn.  Mr.  Warrington  obferves,  that  the  Welfh  annals 
are  difcoloured  for  fome  years  by  hideous  pidures  of  favage 
manners;  parents, -brothers,  fons,  engaging  with  each  other 
in  fierce  and  unnatural  contefts.  But  with  the  delicacy  be- 
coming a  judicious  hi  dorian,  he  has  drawn  a  veil  over  thofe 
fcenes  of  horrpr,  which  coul4  only  prove  djfgufting  to  huma- 
nity. His  attention  is  beftowed  pn  national  objefts  ;  and,  in 
the  courfe  of  his  narrative,  we  behold  the  Welfh  exhibiting 
the  moft  magnanimous  efforts  for  the  liberty  of  their  country. 
Sometimes,  by  a  fudden  viciflitude  of  fortune,  they  rife  to  the 
height  of  profperity  ;  and  at  other  times,  in  a  moment,  fmk 
into  difunion  aud  vaffalage. 

The  eighth  Book  contains  the  hiftory  from  the  Acceffion  of 
Owen  and  Llewelyn,  the  Sons  of  Gryffydh  ap  Llewelyn,  to 
the  Death  of  Lewclyn,  the  lafl  Prince  of  North  Wales :  and 
the  ninth,  from  the  Acceffion  of  David  ap  Gryffydh,  to  the 
entire  Conqueft  of  Wales.     This  important  event  was  accom- 
pliihed  during  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Firtt,  after  an  oblli- 
nate   llruggle  with  feveral  preceding  kings  of  the  Norman 
race.     The  people  of  both  nation?  can  now  rcflcft  with  con>- 
•pofure,  on  thofe  violent  animofities  which  actuated  their  an- 
ceftors  through  a  feries  of  ages ;  and  even  the  defcendants  of 
the  vanquifhed  will  readily  acknowledge,  that  the  eventual 
jntrodu^ion  of  juftice  and  order  into  their  country,  has  more 
tbaii  compenfaced  for  the  abolition^of  their  ancient  and  lopg 
lJifpufe4  independency.   Thefe  falut^ry  effcfti,  howcycri  XPult 
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be  afcribed  entirely  to  the  ambition,  not  to  the  virjtoc  or  mag-*' 
nanimity  of  the  Engliih  monarch.  For  his  conqaeft  of  the 
Welfti  was  fuUied  with  an  ad  of  barbarity,  which  could  be 
fuggefted  only  by  the  policy  of  a  tyrant,  the  moid  atrocious, 
and  illiberal :  we  mean  the  maffacre  of  the  Welftr  bards.  Of 
this  clafs  of  ancient  Britons  our  author  h;LS  favoured  us  with  a. 
fhort  hiilory,  which  he  relates  with  the  fame  perfpiquity  aa4 
precifion  as  the  former  parts  of  the  work.  vi 

A  tranfcript  of  various  national  docnments,  partly  va  £ng.r. 
lifh,  partly  in  liatin,  relative  to  Wales,  arc  fnbjoined  in  an 
Appendix  to  the  work.  .  ..;  - 

In  an  age,  when  the  indullry  of  writers  has  pre -cccu pied 
every  fertile  field  in  the  regions  of  hiftory,  Mr;  Warrington 
has  happily  taken  pofTeflipn  of  a  mountainous  tradt,  never  be* 
fore  cultivated  with  any  fuitable  degree  of  application.  The 
detail  of  provincial  tranfadions  is  not  a  fubjed  which  neceiTa- 
f ily  calls  forth  the  exertion  of  the  moft  vigorous  abilities ;  but 
we  may  perceive  the  difplay  of  genius  on  a  fmall,  as  well  as 
On  an  extenfive  theatre  ;  and  we  cannot  hefitate  to  conclude, 
that  he  who  has  treated  of  the  affairs  of  Wales  with  fuch  dig- 
nity of  ftyle,  and  propriety  of  fenti men t,  is  Qualified  for  the 
attainment  pf  applaufe  in  more  important  departments  of 
Jiiftory.  N  .•     " 


^U  Jieirefs.      A  Comedy y  in  Fi*pe  ASs,     As  performed  at   tht 
Thfatre-Royaly  Drury-Lani.     8*1;^.      is.  td.     Debretr. 

1 F  the  end  of  comedy  be  to  reprefent,  with  fidelity,  the  maHf 
-^  ncrs  of  the  world,  and  not  only  to  catch  the  reigning  folly 
«f  the  day,  but  to  delineate  the  minuter  features  which  diftin^ 
guifh  the  period  of  the  author,  the  Heirefs  has  confiderabl^ 
claims  ^o  our  applaufe,  and  We  can  join  in  the  general  accla- 
jnations  of  the  crouded  theaue.  The  <;haraders  of  this,  play 
•are  properly  varied;,,  and  often  cootrafted  witii  peculiar  feiU  : 
the  Situations  are  perplexing,  without  too  ftudied  intricacy .; 
and  the  language  is  lively,  elegant,  and  polilhed.  In  fhort, 
if  >ve  try  our  author  on  one  part  only  of  the  ftatute,  he  will  - 
be  acquitted  with  honour,  aiid  his  trial  be  terminated  with 
applaufe.  In  other  views,  he  will  not  be  equally  fuccefsfuL 
Novelty  of  charader,  peculiar  and  flriking  fituations,  and  a 
fufpenfe,  which  ftands  on  tip-tqc,  eager  for  the  denpuement, 
w^  in  vain  look  for  :  but  perhaps  it  may  be  faftidious  to  exped 
too  much  ;  and,  if  "we  a^e  gratified  both  with  the  progrefs  of 
the  flory  and  the  event,  we  ought  not  to  complain  of  the 
fpurce  from  which  our  gratifications  ^e  derived.    . 
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Tie  ftory.  is  a  common  one.  Lord  Gay  ville  ist  defigned  by  . 
iijs  uncle  for  a  rich  heirefs,  the  daughter  of  an  attorney,  mean, 
vuJgar,  and  unfeeling;  but  ollentatious  and  ambitious.  He 
purfues  mifs  Alfcript  only  for  her  wealth  ;  yet,  accidentally 
meeting  mifs  Alton,  becomes  fenfible  that  wealth  alone  cannot 
£11  the  void  in  a  fe^eling  heart. .  Though  this  lady  appears  in  ^ 
low  fituation,  his^  difhonourabje  advances  are  checked  with  a  de- 
cided firmnefs,  and  a  virtuous  refolution.  His  tutor,  friend", 
and  companion  CliiFord,  loves  lord  Gayville's  filler,  lady 
Emily  ;  but,  confcious  of  his  fituation,  '  adores  her'  as  a  ftar^ 
*  which  he  can  never  hope  ^o  reach;'  fhe,  in  return,  fee^  his 
inerirs,  and  is  fenfible  of  their  effedt;  fhe  is,  howe\*er,  under 
the  eye  of  a  fhrev/d,  fufpicious  uucle^  and^  fearing  to  difco- 
ver  her  fentiments,  veils  them  under  the  maflc  of  a  lively  fa- 
fti  ion  able  gaiety*  Mifs  Alton,  to  avoid  Gay  ville,  feeks  for 
the  protedlion  of  fome  }ady,  with  whom  fhe  may  remain  as 
a  humble  companion  ;  flie  is,  by  chance,  dire-iled  to  mifs 
Alfcrip,  who  receives  her  with  a  liaughty  dignity ;  and  flie  is 
treated  by  the  reft  of  the  family  with  the  moft  familiar  iilibe- 
Tality.  Gayville,  having  loft  his  fiivoarite,  vilits  mifs  Alfcrip, 
who,  in  a  fit  of  ill-htimoiH-,  fends  her  confidante  tp  him  to 
^ouhle  her,  *  like  a  fecond  aclrefs  at  Paris,  v/hen,the  firft  has 
the  vapours*'  She  goes,  and  iecs  in  lord  Gayville  her  former 
perfecutor;  whom  ihe  had  known  only  by  the  name  of  Heartly. 
He  immediately  addreffes  her  with  warmth  and  aifeftion,  is 
-difcovered  by  mifs  Alfcrip,  who  chufes  to  fee  how  her  double 
j)crforms,  and  leaves -them,  afTurin^  the  latter  that  he  can  bo 
longer  piter  her  his  h-eart. 

In  the  mean  time,  Clifford  and  fiT  Clement  are  endeavour- 
ing to  prevent  the  progrefs  of  Gayville's  new  connedion  :  they 
4go  to  Alfcrip's^  and,  by  the  addrefs  of  the  Frenchman,  who 
has  himfelf  a  tendre  for  '  mademoifelle  la  Mufjcienne,'  ^re  in- 
troduced to  Tiffany,  mifs  Alfcrijp's  waiting-nlaid,  inftead  of 
mifs  Alton.  She  is  pert  and  faticy  at  the  firft  enquiries  p£ 
Clifford  J  but,  being  interrupted,  defir«s  him  to  put  his  pro- 
pofals  in  writing.  This  confirms  them  in  the  opinion,  that 
■Gayville's  6bje£t  is  an  adventurer,  and  Clifford  writes  to  her 
by  the  name  of  mifs  Alton,  The  Frenchman,  by  whom  the 
letter  is  alfo  fent,  fufpcds,  from  the  ambiguity  of  Clifford'^ 
language,  that  his  trick  is  difcovered,  and  faithfully  delivers 
it  as  direfted.  Mifs  Alton  is  extremely  agitated  with  her  un- 
expeded  happinefs,  for  ihe  finds  it  comes  from  her  brother. 
She  had  been  left  under  the  protedtion  of  an  uncle,  fropi 
whom  fhe  efcaped,  on  bis  attempting  to  force  her  to  marry,  a 
man  ihe  detefts.  She  difcovers  berfclf  to  her  brother;  he  cor* 
]i«ys  her  froih  mi^  Alfcrip's^  l^od  conceals  her  in  his  own 
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apartment  at  Gayville's,  Sir  Clement's  furpkiou?  temper 
leads  hira,  in  the  courfe  of  the  tranfa6\ions  relating  to  the 
marriage  fetilements,  to  infill  on  feeing  a  particular  deed,  for 
which  Alfcrip,  in  a  hurry,  puts  another  into  the  hands  of  hi« 
attorney  ;  and,  by  this  rather  too  artificial  contrivance,  difco- 
vers  that  a  confiderable  cftate  really  belongs  to  Clifford  :  his 
grandfather,  to  whom  Alfcrip  was  fleward,  and  at  laft  cre- 
ditor, having  had  no  fight  to  difpcfe  of  it.  The  event  is  now 
obvious,  though  the  piece  is  not  immediately  concluded  ;  pro- 
'bably  on  account  of  the  length  which  has  been  arbitrarily  af- 
figned  to  every  regular  play  :  the  reft  is  filled  with  fome  ex- 
planation of  the  miftakes  which  have  occurred.  This  part 
IS  dextroufly  managed  ;  fcr,  inftead  of  the  wounded  fnake 
dragging  its  flow  length  along,  the  concluding  fcenes  are  not 
inferior  to  the  other  parts. 

This  outline  will  feera  to  afford  nothing  very  interefting  ; 
,  and,  in  meaner  hands,  would  have  fcarcely  deferved  attention. 
General  Burgoyne,  however,  has  had  the  addrefs  to  vary 
common  charafters,  fo  as  to  give  them  an  appearance  of  no- 
velty :  he  has  coloured  his  llcetch  with  a  maflerly  pencil ;  and 
drawn  a  difcriminated  likenefs,  which  gives  the  moft  lively 
imprciSon  of  real  life.  The  fuggeftions  of  jealoufy,  exprefTed ' 
by  fir  Clement,,  are  pointed,  and  apparently  .well  founded; 
Clifford,  with  the  moft  difinterefted  integrity,  is  occafionally 
in  fuch  an  equivocal  fituation,  as  to  juftify  the  doubts  of  a 
man  who  may  have  fufFered  by  pretended  honefty,  or  at  leaft 
endeavours  to  vindicate  his  claim  to  fagacity,  by  a  propenfity 
to  fufpicion.^  Lady  Emily'  is  not  the  romantic  heroine  of  a 
novel  ;  though  fhe  loves  with  tendernefs,  fhe  difguifes  a  feelr 
ing  heart  by  affeded  gUety  ;  and,  inftead  of  yielding  without 
refiftance,  inftead  pf  pining  in  fecret,  (he  is  brought  niore 
near  to  a  real  chiirafter,  by  being  reprefentcd  as  a  lady  who 
joins  in  the  circle  of  falhionable  pleafure.  Lord  Gayville  and 
Clifford,  mi  is  Alfcrip  and  her  father,  are  common  figures  ; 
but  the  charafters  are  well  preferved,  and  they  are  brought 
forward  with  great  propriety.  Indeed  we  havp  feldom  feen  a 
play,  where  the  appearance  and  part  allotted  to  each  perfon 
is  fo  juftly  proportioned  to  their  real  importance.  We  too 
commonly  perceive  one  figure  magnified  to  a  gigantic  ftature, 
and  the  others  placed  at  a  humble  diftance,  curtailed  in  their 
fize,  efFeil,  and  importance.  There  are  two  other  charaftcrs 
which  fill  up  the  piece,  though,  as  they  are  of ,  no  great 
confequence  to  the  general  ftory,  they  did  not  occur  in  the 
putiine.  Thefe  are  Blandifh  and  his  fifter^  two  infamous  pa- 
rafites,  attached  to  lord  GayviUe  and  mifs  Alfcrip.  We  can 
only  obferve,  that  they  fccm  copied  from  real  life  j  and  we 
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fufpcft,'  are  too  often  met  with  there  :  we  iio  not  mean  that 
they  are  defigned  for  particular  perfons ;  but^  to  fpeak  in  thie 
language  of  natural  hiftory^  they  are  /pedes  raiher  than  ia-r 
dividuals. 

•  We  have  before  remarked,  that  the  great  hinge  on  which 
the  change  of  foVtane  turns,  is  too  artificial.  It  is  improbai- 
bJ€>  and  is  not  the  only  circumilance  which  deferves  that  title. 
But  we  (hall  not<lwell  on  imperfedions,  particularly  on  thoie 
which  almoftdifappear  in  the  reprefentation  ;  the  truefl  crite- 
rion of  the  excellence  of  a  coinedy,  and  which  are  not  very 
cbvioas  or  ftriking  blemi(hes,  even  in  the  clofet.  Indeed  we 
may  conclude,  that  if  this  comedy  is  not  the  firft  in  our  lan- 
guage, or  even  in  the  firil  line,  it  poflefles  confiderable  merit ; 
and  we  have  Uttlc  doubt  btft  that  it  will  continue  a  favourite 
with  the  public,  as  it  has  already  enjoyed  fuch  diiHnguiflied 
tokens  of  approbation. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  {^\t^  a  ipecimen.  Perhaps  the  following 
can  be  more  eafily  feparated  from  the  reft.  Lady  Emily,  it  is 
to  be  remembered,  in  a  dejected  flate  endeavours  to  lofe  her  own 
thoughts,  in  a  trial  of  fafhionable  extravagance  with  mifs 
Alfcrip. 

*  Enter  Mifs  Alfcrip  and  Mrs.  Blandijh* 

*  Mifs  Alfcrip  runs  upito  Lady  Emily  and  kijfes  her  forehead. 

*  Lady  Emily.  I  aik  your  pardon,  madam,  for  being  To  aukr 
ward,  but  I  confefs  I  did  not  exped  fo  elevated  a  falute. 

*  Mifs  Alfcrip*  Dear  lady  Emily,  I  had  no  notion  of  its  not 
being  univerfal.  In  France,  the  touchof  the  lips  jufl  between 
the  eyebrows  has  been  adopted  for  years. 

*  Lady  Emily,  I  perfeftly  acknowledge  the  propriety  of  th^ 
cuflom.  It  is  almofl  the  only  fpot  of  the  face  where  the  touch 
wou'd  not  ri(k  a  confufion  of  complexions* 

*  Mifs  Alfcrip,     He  !  he  !  he  !  what  a  pretty  thought ! 

*  fifrj.  Blandi/h,    How  I  hare  long'd  for  this  day  ! — Come, 
let  me  put  an  end  to  ceremony,  and  join  the  hands  of  the 
iweeteil  pair  that  ever  nature  and  fortune  marked  for  connec- 
tion.    {Joins  their  hands). 

*  Mijs  Alfcrip,     Thank  you,  my  good  Blandifli,  tho'  I  was 
,  determined  to  break  the  ice,  lady  Emily,  in  the  fird  place  I 

met  you.     But  you  were  not  at  lady  Doricouri's  laft  night. 

*  Lady  Emily  [ajfeBedly),  No,  I  went  home  directly  from 
the  opera  :  pjojcded  the  revival  of  a  cap  ;  read  a  page  in  the 

.  Trials  of  Temper ;  went  to  bed,  and  dream*d  I  was  Belinda, 
in  the  Rape  of  the  Lock. 
.     *  Mrs,  Blandifu     Elegant  creature. 

*  MiJs  Alfcrip  (ajide),  I  mull  have  that  air,  if  I  die  for  !(. 
{^imitating)  1  top  came  home  early.;  fupped  with  my  old  gentle- 
man ;  made  him  explain  ray  marriage  articles/ dower,  aKd  heirs 
f  ntaU  ;  read  a  page  in  a  trial  of  divorcci  and  dream'd  of  a  rofe- 
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colour  equipage,  with  emblems  of  Cupids  ifTuing  oat  of  co- 
rone  i&« 

*  Mn.  Blandijh.  Oh,  you  fwect  twins  of  perfeflion  !  what 
equality  in  every  thing!  \  have  thought  of  a  name  for  you — 
The  infeparable  inimitables.  ' 

*  Mffs  Alfcrip.  I  declare  1  fliall  like  it  exceedingly— one 
fees  fo  few  uncopied  originals— the  thing  I  cannot  bear 

*  Lady  Emily,  Is  vulgar  imitation<«-i  muft  catch  the  wprds 
from  your  mouth,  to  fhew  you  how  we  ggree^ 

*  Mifs  Jl/crjp.  Exavitly.  Nqt^that  one  wiflies  to  be  without 
ILffed^ation. 

*  LaJy  Emily,     Oh  !  mercy  forbid  ! 

*  Mifs  A{j'crip.  But  to  catch  a  manner,  and  weave  it,  as  I 
may  fay,  into  one*s  own  originality. 

*  Mru  BlandrJIj,     Pretty  I  pretty  ! 

*  Lady  Emily,  That's  the  art— Lord,  if  one  liv'd  entirely 
upon  one's  own  whims,  who  would  not  be  run  out  in  a  twelve- 
month ? 

*  Mifs  Alfcrip,  Dear  lady  Emily,  don't  you  doat  upon  folly  I 

*  Lady  Emily,  1  o  extacy.  I  only  defpair  of  feeing  it  well 
kept  up. 

*  Mifs  Alfcrlp.  I  flatter  royfelf  there  is  no  gre^t  danger  of 
that. 

*  Lady  Emily,  You  are  miftaken.  We  have  it's  true,  fome 
examples  of  the  extravaganza  in  high  life  that  no  other  country 

>  can  match ;  but  withal,  many  a  falfe  fifter,  that  darts  as  one 
wou'd  think,  in  the  very  hey-day  of  the  fantaftic,  yet  comes  to 
a  ftand-ftill  in  the  midft  of  the  courfe.  ^    - 

*  Mrs,  Blandijh.     Poor  fpiritlefs  creatures ! 

*  Lady  Emily,  Do  you  know  there  is  more  than  one  duche/s 
who  has  been  leen  in  the  fame  carriage  with  her  hufband*— like 
two  doves  in  a  bafket  in  the  print  of  Conjugal  Felicity  ;  and 
'another  has  been  detected !  I  almoU  blufh  to  name  it. 

*  Mrs,  Blandijl:.    Blefs  us,  where  ?  and  how  ?  and  how  ? 

*  Lady  Emily,     In  nurfing  her  own  child.  ^ 

*  Mifs  Aifcrip,  Ob  !  barbarifm  1 — For  hejiven's  fake  let  us 
change  the  fubje£t.  You  were  mentioning  a  reviv'd  cap,  lady 
Emily  ;  any  thing  of  the  Henry  quatre  ? 

*  Lady  Emily,  Quite  different.  An  Englilh  mob  under  the 
chin,  and  artlefs  ringlets  in  natural  colour,  that  (hall  reftorc 
an  admiration  for  Prior's  Nut  brown  Maid. 

*  Mifs  Aifcrip.     Hcrrid  !  (hocking  I 

*  Lady  Emily,  Abfolutely  neceffary.  To  be  different  from 
the  reH  of  the  world,  we  mull  now  revert  to  nature  ;  make 
hade,  or  you  have  fo  much  to  undo,  you  will  be  left  be* 
hind. 

*  Mifs  Aifcrip,  I  dare  fay  fo.  But  who  Can  vulgarize  all  at 
once  ?  what  will  the  French  fay  ? 

*  Lady  Emily,  We  are  to  have  an  interchange  of  fafhions 
'  and  follies  upon  a  baiis  of  unequivocal  reciprocity. 
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*  Mifs  Jlfcrip.  Fafhions  and  follies— oh,  what  a  promiiing 
manufaflure ! 

*  Laily  Emily*  Yes,  and  one,  thank  heaven,  that  we  maf 
defy  the  ediA  of  any  potentate  to  prohibit. 

*  Mifs  Alfcrip  Uvith  an  offered  drop  of  her  Up  in  her  lau^h). 
He  I  her  he!  he!  he!  he  1  ^       '  ^  [ 

*  Lady  Emily.  My  dear  mifs  Alfcrip,  what  are  you  doing? 
I  mull  corred  you  as  I  love  you.  Sure  you  muft  have  obferved 
the  drop  of  the  under  lip  is  exploded  fince  lady  Simpermodc 
broke  a  tooth— (6*^/5  her  mouth  a£eSUdly) — I  am  preparing  the 
cafl  of  the  lips  for  the  enfuing  winter— thus — It  is  to  be  called 
the  Paphian  mimp. 

«  Mifi  Alfcrip  {imitating),  I  fvvear  I  think  it  pretty — I  muft 
try  to  get  it. 

*  Lady  Emily.  Nothing  fo  eafy.  It  is  done  by  one  calabifti* 
cal  word,  like  a  metamorpholis  in  the  Fairy  Tales.  You  have 
only,  when  before  your  glaft,  to  Vxt^  pronouncing  to  yourfcif 
nimini-primini — the  lips  cannot  fail  of  taking  their  plie. 

*  Mifs  Alfcrip,  Nimini-pimini — imini,  mimini — oh,  it's  de^ 
lightfully  en  fan  tine-— and  fo  innocent,  to  be  kiHing  one's  dwa 
lips. 

*  Lady  Emily,  You  have  it  to  a  charm— does  it  not  become 
lier  infinitely,  Mrs.  Blandifh  ? 

*  Mrs.  Blandijb.  Our  friend's  feature  mufl  fucceed  in  every 
^race ;  but  never  fo  much  as  in  a  quick  change  of  extremes.' 


FOREIGN    ARTICLE. 

Jlifloirt  d'  T  Academic  Roy  ale  des  Sciences  Annce  I78r,  a'vee  let 
Memoir 6'  de  Mathematique  &  de  Phyjtque  pour  la  memc  Annci^ 
Faris^  \to.   1784.     (Concludedj  from  p.  61^.) 

WE  mull  go  on  with  M.  Lavoifier. — This  dextrous  and  ea- 
terprifing  chemift,  in  the  next  Memoir,  examines  the 
conftitution  of  fixed  air  :  it  is  intended  to  give  a  liability  and  a 
roundnefs  to  his  general  fyftem.  fiat  he  approaches  nearer  to 
the  old  principle  of  Stahl ;  and,  as  the  hiflorian  hints,  the  two 
contending  fe£ts  may  one  day  unite :  they  feem  already,  by 
their  mutual  gravitations,  to  tend  fad  towards  an  union.  The 
principle  which,  in  vital  air,  forms  with  fulphur  and  phofpho* 
rus  their  peculiar  acids,  he  ftyles  the  oxyginous  principle,  be- 
caufe  he  finds  it  again  in  the  nitrous  acid,  formed  by  the  mix- 
ture of  nitrous  and  vital  airs ;  and  he  hopes  to  find  it  i^  fixed 
ain  Coal,  he  obferves,  contains  eart^  fixed  alkali,  and  in- 
flammable air,  with'  a  fubHance  wholly  combuilible,  which 
(mark  him  reader),  he  calls  a  coaly  fuhflance.  He  burns  coal  in 
a  vefTel,  fall  of  vital  air,  with  fome  alkali  (the  cauftic  volau'le 
alkali)  to  abforb  the  air^  and  experts  to  find  the  fixed  air  equal 

to 


Digitized  by  CaOpQ IC 


i4«>  Foreign    Article. 

tp  the  coaly  fabftance  loft»  and  the  vita]  air  abforbed.  There 
Was,  however,  a  difference ;  for  fome  of  the  inflammable  air 
af  the  coal  had  formed  water  by  its  anion  with  the  vital  air. 
When  this  was  allowed  for,  he  found  the  fixed  air  compofed  of 
feventy-one  parts  of  vital  air,  ^or  its  oxyginous  principle,  and 
twenty-nine  of  coaly  matter.  The  water  was  properly  accounted 
for,  fince  when  the  coal  had  been  previoufly  deprived  of  its 
inflammable  air,  no  water  appeared,  and  the  refult  was  the 
iame.  He  then  ufed  wax,  which  he  found  wholly  compofed  of 
9  coaly  fuhjlance  and  inflammable  airj  water  was  formed,  and 
fixed  ait  appeared  to  confift  of  the  fame  proportions.  Other  expe- 
riments, with  minium  and  mercurius  precipitatus  per  fe,  after 
jproper  allowances,  give  the  fame  refult ;  and  thus  the  author 
eilablidies  the  formation  of  the  peculiar  acid  from  vital  air« 
and  a  combuilible  body  \  or  rather  of  the  oxyginous  principle 
of  this  air,  for  light  and  heat  efcape  in  the  experiment.  We 
chink,  however,  that  he  has,  with  unufual  precipitation,  hallen- 
ed  to  his  conclufion  ;  for  this  combuilible  body  fhould  have  been 
more  particularly  examined.  He  has  only  proved,  that  vital  air 
is  neceflary  to  the  production  of  fixed  air ;  which  might  have 
been  fuppofed  from  its  being  an  acid  :  in  the  rell  of  the  argu* 
inent  there  is  ftill  much  obfcurity. 

Monf,  Bertholet,  in  the  following  Memoir,  examines  the  de- 
compofition  of  nitre  by  diftillation.  In  this  process,  vital  air 
arifcs  equal  in  weight  to  half  the /alt ;  a  little  fixed  air  at  firft, 
and  phlogifticated  air  at  laft,  feem  to  contaminate  it.  This 
phlogiflicated  air  is  often  called  by  the  modern  French  chemiih 
air  rcJuitj  becaufe  it  remains  after  the  feparation  of  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  atmofpheric  air,  viz.  the  vital  and  fixed  airs. 
We  fhall  beg  leave  to  introduce  a  new  term,  and  call  it  the 
rcfiduum  \f  air.  A  fixed  alkali,  as  may  be  expe(5ted,  remains 
in  the  reiort.  Some  nitre  fublimes  in  the  experiment;  but,  if  / 
there  is  not  a  free  c6mmunication  between  this  fublimcd  fait 
and  the  vital  air,  it  refembles  the  neutral,  formed  by  nitrous 
air  and  the  alkali.  When  the  nitre  was  decompofed,  by  adding 
three  grains  of  coal  to  each  drachm  of  the  fait,  (the  coal  being 
previoufly  deprived  of  its  air  by  diftillation,  it  gave  no  longer 
pure  air,  but  an  air  mixed  with  fixed,  and  the  refiduum  of  air  ; 
when  the  proportion  of  coal  is  increafed,  thefe  impurities  are 
in  greater  -quantity.  With  fulphur  and  arfenic  he  obtained 
nitrous  air;  with  metals,  fixed  air,  in  proportion  to  the  quan- 
tity added.  This  laft  fa(^  feems  to  dcfcrve  ipore  attention  than 
has  been  paid  to  it,.  From  thefe  e;cperiments  our  author  con-* 
eludes,  that  nitrous,  air  is  the  acid,  with  a  fuperabundance  of '' 
phlogiilon ;  and  the  refiduum  of  air  and  hx^t  air  are  fuppofed 
to  be  only  vital  air,  with  different  proportions  of  the  fame' 
principle. 

In  a  mixture  of  mineral  acids,  whether  deiigned  or  acci- 
dental, meiTrs.  de  LaiToune  and  Cornette  found  that  the  \i^9^ 
vieft  may  be  obtained  very  pur^  by  diiliU^iOQ^  if  rte  operatio^i 
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U  carcfolty  carried  on,  and  the  produfts  diligently  fcparatcd. 
If  the  acid  is  weak,  the  watery  parts  firft  come  over  ;  but  if* 
already  pretty  ftrong,  the  moll  concentrated  parts  appear  about 
the  middle  of  the  operation.     Thefe  fads  are  highly  ufefal. 

Our  neighbours,  who  carry  their  fcience  into  many  feeniingly 
trifling  fubjedifi,  under  the  term  analyfis,  have  included  me- 
moirs of  an  uncommon  kind.  The  chevalier  Borde  obferves, 
that  in  elections,  by  fcrutiny,  if  there  are  three  candidates^  ir' 
may  happen  that  the  fuccefsful  one  has  not  the  majority.  If 
there  are  twenty-one' voters  ;  A  has  eight,  B  feven,  and  C  fix; 
A  gains  the  eledion,  though  eight  is  a  number  very  diftant 
from  a  real  majority.  The  rule  he  gives  to  obtain  the  real 
majority  is  the  following.  The  number  of  voices  for  the  fuc- 
cefsful candidate  muft  be  in  a  greater  proportion  to  the  number 
of  eledors,  than  that  of  the  number  of  candidates,  minus  one 
to  the  whole  number.  It  is  remarkable  that  this  is  the  rule  ob- 
ferved  in  the  eledion  of  the  kings  of  Poland,  where  the  number 
of  candidates  equals,  and  fometimes  furpaifes,  the  number  of 
eledors. 

The  next  Memoir  is  apparently  trifling,  yet  it  is  only  deter- 
mined by  the  properties  of  the  hyperbpla,  and  fome  very  cu- 
rious applications  of  the  differential  calculus,  or  the  method 
t  of  fluxions.  In  carrying  earth  from  one  place,  to  lay  it  in  aa 
equal  fpace,  it  is  evident  that  both  trouble  and  expence  may 
be  faved.  The  force  10  be  employed  is  equal  to  that  of  the 
mafles,  multiplied  by  the  fpace  through'  which  each  load  is 
carried  ;  but  this  fum  mud  vary,  according  to  the  didributioa 
of  the  loads.  The  object  of  monf.  Monge  is  to  afcertain  the 
method  in  which  the  fum  mentioned  is  the  lead  poflible.  Our 
readers  will  fcarcely  wifh  that  we  fhould  follow  the  author  ia  '' 
this  calculation. 

The  next  Memoir  under  this  head,  by  the  marquis  de  Con- 
dorcet,  is  more  important.  It  is  qn  the  Calculation  of  Chances. 
It  is  well  known,  that  in  eftimating  riiks  which  are  unequal, 
or  unequally  probable,  the  value  muiibe  multiplied  by  the  pro- 
bability. This  rule  gives  only  the  mean  value  ;  but  there  are 
two  exceptions  wbich  the  marquis  coniiders,  firfl,  where  the  equa- 
lity between  the  real  and  mean  values,  which  the  rule,  taken 
ilridly^  fuppofes  to  be  the  fame,  is  deluiivc ;  fecondly,  where 
there  is  no  poilibility  of  fubftituting  the  real  for  the  mean  va- 
lue. Thefe  exceptions  do  not  often  occur ;  but  they  deferve 
to  be  examined.  The  fecond  part  of  the  Memoir  is  Hill  farther 
from  *  mens  buiinefs  and  bofoms.' 

Under  the  head  of  Mechanics,  we  find  fome  remarks  on  the 
afcenflonal  power  of  air-balloons.  They  were  the  lall  legary 
pf  the  celebrated  and  venerable  Euler,  whofe  black  board  (ma- 
thematicians will  underftand  us),  was  covered  with  calculations, 
which  his  eyes  could  fcarcely  difcern,  though  written  with  chalk«  . 
The  force  of  his  mind  ftill  remained,  wh  V  the  fprings  of  life 
werejready  to  break.     Euler,  howeveri  conlidered  balloons  as 
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fabjefts  of  calculation  only;  and- his  labours  were  foanioter* 
ropted  by  an  irrefilliblc  power. 

The  next  Memoir,  in  this  department,  is  by  monf.  Coulomb, 
on  Wind-mills.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  raoft  advantageous 
angle  for  the  fails,  is  a  problem  which  has  exercifed  the  fnge- 
nuity  of  mathematicians  ;  yet,  by  *  dint  of  feeling  their  way,' 
f  radical  mechanics  have  arrived  nearly  at  the  fame  refults.  The 
mills  near  Lille  are  fimple  in  their  conftrudlion;  like  the  Eng- 
liih  fulling-mills,  which  differ  only  by  being  moved  with 
water,  and  their  force  is  eafily  calculated.  They  work  eight 
hours  in  a  day,  by  the  aftion  of  a  wind,  which  pafles  on  at  the 
rate  of  twenty  feet  in  a  fecond^  and  with  a  force  capable  of 
j-aifing  one  thoufand  pounds,  at  the  rate  of  two  hundred  and 
eighteen  feet  in  a  fecond.  Sixty-one  men,  according  to  Ber- 
nouilli^s  calculation  (in  which  our  author  thinks  the  ftrength  of 
a  man,  in  continued  labour ^  is  over-rated),  would  be  required 
for  the  fame  purpofe.  The  quantity  of  force  loft  is  about  a  fixth 
of  that  which  is  employed  with  advantage.  M.  Coulomb  was 
prevented  bythe  jealoufy  of  the  feveral  owners,  from  examin* 
ing  the  mills  with  accuracy ;  and  he  requeffe  the  affiftance  of 
others,  who  may  be  more  fortunately  fituated.  He  defires  that 
the  cffedls  of  the  machine,  and  a  calculation  of  the  forces,  may 
be  added  to  the  defcription.  He  purpofes  to  apply  thefe  expe- 
riments to  the  invelligation  of  a  theory  of  thefe  machines, 
which  has  been  fought,  in  vain,  a  priori. 

The  laft  mechanical  Memoir  is  a  Dcfcription  of  a  new  Spe- 
cies oT  Telefcope  Level,  by  M.  de  Fouchy.  The  telefcope  is 
formed  of  two  objeft  and  an  eye-glafs ;  with  four  glalTes  our 
author  could  not  fucceed.  The  defcription  would  be  unintel- 
ligible without  the  plate. 

In  analytical  aftronomy,  M.  du  Sejoir  endeavours  to  deter- 
xnine  the  parallax  of  the  fun,  from  the  tranfits  of  Venus  in 
1761,  and  1769.  He  makes  it  8"  ^-J.  Jf  we  recoiled  rightly,^ 
the  Englifti  aftronomers  found  it  fomewhat  lefs,  though  it  ex- 
ceeded fight  feconds.  The  difference  in  the  refults,  from  the 
two  obfervations,  did  not  amount  to  the  fiftieth  part  of  a 
fecond- 

In  calculating  the  quantity  of  the  preceffion  of  the  equi- 
noxes, monf.  de  la  Lande  prefers  a  feries  of  modern  obfcrva- 
tions  to  the  lefs  accurate,  though  more  diftant  ancient  ones. 
He  compares  Flamfteed  and  de  la  Cai lie's  Catalogue  of  Stars, 
and  neglc(5ts  thofe  of  the  firft  magnitude,  as  they  fcem  to  have 
fome  motions  perculiarly  their  own.  He  calculates  from  thofe 
which  have  been  moft  fteadily  and  accurately  obferved  among 
the  fmaller  ftars ;  and  the  refults,  in  different  triials,  were 
nearly  the  fame :  by  taking  the  mean  of  thefe,  he  fixes  the 
quantity  of  precifion  at  50'^  J  every  year. 

Eclipfes,  which  bv  calculation  are  total,  fometfmes  appear 
annular,  in  confeqaence  of  the  infledlion  of  the  folar  rays, 
when  they  pafs  near  fhe  body  of  the  moon^    The<}Uantity  of 
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^Is'iihficf^ion,  ffionT.  Ic  Monnier  calculates,  from  fome  obfer- 
vations,  to  exceed  twejaty-four  feconds.  Other  aftronomers  have 
reckoned  ir,  by  different  methods,  to  be  about  three  feconds. 
This  variation  is  fuppofed  to  be  owing  to  the  refra<^ion  of  the 
rays  from  a  lunir  atmofphere. 

M.  Coles  obferved  an  eclipfe  of  the  fourth  fatellite  of  Jupi- 
ter, at  China,  in  very  favourable  circumftances.  From  fhence 
he  calculates  the  inclination  of  its  orbit  to  be  2^  36'  2^^'.  He 
<iii)^rs  but  2^^^  from  the  calculations  of  mefTrs.  Wargei^tin  and 
Maraldi. 

*  M.  de  Fonchy,  in  the  following  Memoir,  defcribes  a  nevir 
quadrant,  which  is  neither  dearer  or  of  more  difficult  convey- 
ance than  the  common  quadrant ;  at  the  fame  time  it  ferves  as 
an  azimuthal  indxument.  If  this  new  indrumeht,  of  which 
there  is  a  plate,  can  be  eafily  made  and  ufed,  as  feems  probable 
from  the  defcripiion^  it  will  be -highly  advantageous. 
,  There  are  alfo  in  the  Memoirs,  Obfefvad(Jns  on  the  Eclipfes 
of  the  fun,  on  the^jd  of  Aprilj^  and  17th  of  Oftober,  1781, 
by  M.  Monnier';  on  the  laft  of  ihefe  are  other  obfervations  by 
jncfTrs,  Jt»urat\an<l  Pingre.  The  paths  of  the  two  comets  of 
1781,  arc  alibdiefcri bed,  and  traced  on  an  Atlas,  by  M.  Meffiet, 
But  thefe 'Memoirs  (Jaftnot  be  witrh  advantage  enlarged  on. 

The  Ia(t 'Memoir  is  on  the  Poficion  of  Trebizonde.  D*Aii. 
ville,  and  every  other  geographer,  had  been  confident  in  fixing 
the  longitude  of  this  place ;  but  in.  the  Atlas,  engraved  for 
Raynal's  Philpfophical  Hiftory,  it  Js  placed  .5I  or  6  degrees  far- 
ther to  the  eaft.  This  was  done  on  the  authority  of  a  Memoir^ 
Yubliflied  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  1699,  by  M.  Gouye,  . 
from  the  Obfervations  of  father  Beze. .  M,  Buache' examines 
the  effedt  of  this  variety  on  the  Cai\)ian  fea.  The  northern  part 
muft  be  flationary,'  for  the  latitude  of  Guriew,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Jaik,  is  fixed  by  agronomical  obfervations,  and  this 
change  will  place  it  in  an  oblique  poiition,  and  make  its  length 
five  times  greater  than  its  breadth.  Thefe  two  circumllances 
are  inconfiftent  wijth  th^account  of  every  intelligent  traveller, 
and  the  change  in  the  fituation  of  other  places  renders  the  al« 
teraiion,  on  fimilar  accounts,  equally  objedlionable.  Heiidesy 
in  the  Memoir  referred  to,  the  refult  of  the  calculations  ^re 
.  only  given ;  fo  that  we  cannot  decide  on  their  value,  or  be  fe- 
cure  from  ntiftake.  Pn  the  other  hand,  in  page  6  of  the  Atlas, 
we  find  feveral  llrong  reafons  for  the  pofition  they  have  deter- 
mined on,  though  not  fufficient  to  counterhallancc  the  argu- 
ments of  M.  Buache ;  and,  in  the  following  page,  we  find  the 
authors  with  difficulty  reconciling  the  pofitions  of  Conffafnrino- 
'ple  and  Smyrna,  to  the  new  place  of  Trebizonde,  confidently 
with  the  obfervations  of  de  Chazelles,  and  father*  PeuUlee, 
'On  the  whole,  we  think  the  Memoir  before  us  deferves  atten* 
rion  ;  and  we  have  been  more  particular  in  our  account  of  it, 
as  we  begin  to  find  the  authority^  of  Raynal's  maps  quoted  ii\ 
EpglandwiCh  a  refpetl  which  thcydo  flot  always  dtCerve» '  Ja 
8  '  general, 
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general,  they  arc  fuffic'rentty  accurate;  b,ut,'  i»  more  than  onC: 
inftance,  they  deferve  rcprehenfion.  . 

The  lives,  or  more  properly  the  eulogiums  in  this  volume,. 
are  thofe  of  the  learped,  but  the  timid  and  indecifive  Bertin, 
who  was  chiefly  known  and  celebrated  as  an  anaiomiil ;  le 
marquis  de  Courtanvaux,  a  learned  academician,  who  had  no 
particular  prediledion  for  any  fcience,  bat  a  competent  know^ 
ledge  of  allf;  mpnf.  le  compte  de  Maurepas,  a  mioiiler  at  the 
ages  of  fourteen  and  of  .eighty  ;  and  the  fagacious  Tronchin,. 
the  friend  and  phyfician  of  Voltaire,  Bonnet,  Trembley,  an4. 
RoufTe^u.  %  Thefe  Lives  are  written  with  fpirit  an<l  with  ele- 
gance ;  but  with  too  m^^h  complaifance,  and  too  little  difcri- 
mination. 


MONTHLY    catalogue;    ' 

POLITICAL. 

Tbi  Principle  of  the  Commutation- Ji^  eftdhlijhed  by  FaSs.     By 
Francis  Baring,  Efq.     %'uo,     i/.     SewelU 

A  MONG  the  many  frivolous  publicatiorts  on  political  fub- 
•^^  jeds,  we  fometimes  find  them  treated  of  by  men  of 
real  knowledge.  The  information,  of  which  the  public  is 
then  in  poflelfion,  more  than  compenfates  for  the  wrong  judg- 
ments that  muft  necelTarily  refult  either  frt)m  unfairnefs  or 
ignorance..  The  general  efFedl  of  the  meafure  which  is  the 
fubjefl  of  this  pamphlet;  is  fufficiently  felt  and  underftood'; 
yet  it  will  be  allowed,  that  Mr.  Baring,  from  profefliona]^ 
habits  of  palculation,  and  his  fiation  in  the  India  company,  • 
is  particularly  qualified  to  write  on  the  commutation- tax,  with^ 
which  he  feems  to  have  been  -acquainted,  when  it  only  exifted 
in  defign.  In  confequence  of  his  having  been  early  prepof- 
feffed  in  favour  of  it,  and  from  its  fuccefs,  he  rejoices  as  an 
author,  and  a  good  citizen. 

*  The  author  of  thefe  Iheets,  he  fays,  writes  neither  froni  ' 
party  views,  nOr  upon  party  principles.  .  The  only  connexion  ' 
he  ever  had  with  the  treafury  arofe  from  his  being  employed  in 
a  very  coniiderable  linipli£cation  of  the  public  expenditure,  in  * 
the  bufinefs  of  fupplying  the  whole  of  the  army  viftualling 
contradsy  during   the   time   thai^  the  marquis   of  Lanfdown 
prefided  at  that  board.     The   execution  of  that  great  and 
important*  work,  together  with  his  iituation  in  the  city,  na« 
turally  led  to  his    being  confidentially   confulted  refpedling 
other  affairs,  of  a  commercial  nature,  which  were  either  dc^  v 
pending,  or  in  contemplation.  The  tea-propofition  (which  was 
prefented  to  his  lordfhip  by  Mr.  Richardfon,  of  the  £ait-India 
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houre)y  and  many  other  plans  were  then  in  agitation  ;  and 
more  or  lefs  progrcfs  was  made  in  them,  as  time  and  other  cir- 
camftances  would  permit.  The  propofition  refpcdling  the  duties 
upon  tea  was  alfo  communicated  to  fcveral  principal  perfons 
belonging  to  the  excife  and  cudoms,  and  to  others  -who  were 
competent  to  judge  of  its  merits  ;  and  wa»  generally  approved  ; 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  the  author's  moil  fanguine  wiflies 
were  early  embarked  in  the  fuccefs  of  this  meafure  ;  and  it  af- 
fords him  the  greatcft  fatisfadVion  to  declare, -that  he  feels  hira- 
'  fcif  infinitely  gratified  by  the  event,* 

He  gives  an  acco/int  of  the  quantity  of  tea  ufaally  fold  by 
the  company,  before  tiie  a6\  paiTed,  which,  on  an  average, 
amounted  to  fix  millions  three*  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thou« 
fand  one  hundred  and  forty-four  pounds  annually.  The  fale 
of  laft  year  was  fixteen  millions  one  hundred  and  fifty-two 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy :  we  cannot  abridge  calcu- 
lations ;  fuifice  it  to  fay,  the  public  has  gained,  by  lowering 
the  duties,  two  millions  fifty-five  thouflmd  four  hundred  and 
fixty-two  pounds..  Thofe  who  want  to  fee  the  particulars, 
will  be  fully  gratified  by  confulting  the  pamphlet.  The  author 
next  enters  on  the  produce  of  the  houfe-tax,  &c.  but  for  this 
we  muft  alfo  refer  to  the  pamphlet..    He  fays  that 

*  The  fi tuation  of  the  India  company  is  fo  completely  re- 
verfcd  by  the  commutation  aft,  and  fo  entirely  are  they  relieved 
from  the  difficulty  which, would  have  arifen  from  the  circum- 
llance  before  mentioned,  that,  in  order  to  guard  againft  even 
^the  poflTibility  of  a  deficiency  in  the  quantity  ncceffary  to  an* 
fvver  the  increafed  demand  of  the  public,  the  company  have 
been  obliged  to  have -tecoorfe  to  the  conrinent ;  and  have  ac- 
tually purchafed«  of  the  tea  which  was  in  fc^urope  previous  to 
the  year  1784,  and  of  what  arrived  in  that  feafon,  about 
f^  6,600  000  ;  and  the  vigorous  efforts  which  they  arc  making 
In  the  prefent  fjafon,  for  the  purpofe  of  importing  a  fufficient 
quantity  dircdly  from  China,  in  order  to  preclude  the  neceffity 
in  future  of  depending  t^n  rheir  rivals  for  a  fupply,  wiil  afford 
the  means^  in  due  time,  of  fecuring,  both  to  the  nation  and  to 
the  company,  the  whole  of  thofe  important  advantages,  which 
have  already  in  part  r^rifen  from  thin  meafure,  and  whi(;h  the 
public  have  a  right  to  expe^.' 

After  fome  other  necefiary  detail  of  calculation,  he  obfenvs, 
that  the  company  have  gained  three  hundred  and  eleven  thou- 
fand nine  hundred  and  five  pounds;  a  confiderable  part  of 
which,  it  feems,  arifes  from  the  high  prices  at  which  fome 
ibrts  of  teas  have  been  fold,  and  which  the  direftors  have  ex- 
erted their  utmoft  endeavours  to  prevent.  As  it  is  fo  much  for- 
the  interefi  of  the  fmuggler  that  the  company's  tea  fhould 
be  fold  dear,   we  may   fairly  prefume,  that  it  was   puihed. 

Vol,  LXI.  ffi.  1786.  L  up 
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up  at  t[\e  frJcs  by  unfair  pradices.  The  public  lofes  imw 
inenfcly  by  illicit  trade  in  th's  article,  no  lefs  a  fum  ttian  ona- 
-^  million  feven  hundred  and  thirty-four  thoufand  nine  hundred 
pounds  having  been  paid  to  fmuggjers,.  which  is  now  turned 
into  the  channel  of  tire  fair  trader. 

*  To  thofe  who  are  (killed  in  political  aritbmei^ict  the  ad- 
yaiitages  whiclr  mvii\  rcfult  from  fo  large  a  balance  being  throw* 
into  the  lap  of  this  country,  by  fo  fimple  an  operation,  arc. 
obvious.  The  wonderful  effedV  which  it  has  contributed  to  pro- 
duce upon  the  foreign  exchanges,,  by  reducing  the  price  of  gold 
and  filver,  is  matter- of  the  utmc^  importance  and  adranragc 
to  the  Bank  of  England,  as  well  as  to  the  public.^  And  al*- 
though  the  demand  for  our  manufa^res*.  &c.  together  with 
the  general  profperity  of  the  BritiHi  empire,  have  alfo  contri- 
buted  thereto  ;  yet  that  demand  mui\  Hud4iate  -,  whilil  the  ba<r 
lance  which  this  kingdom  will  poUefs,  ariilng  from  the  bene* 
iicial  confequences  refultiag  from  the  commuta.tion-aft,  will  b» 
permanent  and  lading ;  if  the  Icgiflature  (hall,  on  their  part^ 
adopt  fuch  meafures  as  are  calculated  to  fecure  and  perpetuate 
the  benefits  fo  obtained ;  and  which  it  is  moft  indubitably  in 
their  power  to  do.. 

*  The  late  rapid  advance  in  the  value  of  property  is  a  fub- 
je£l  of  aftoni{}iii^n&  witL  many  perfons ;  and,  without  afcer* 
TaiMiig  precifeiy  the  whole  of  the  caufe,  (here  cannot  be  « 
doubt,,  but  that  two  circumi^ances  have,  in  a  moil  eilential 
manner,  contribut«d  thereto-;  namely,  the  great  influx  of 
wealth,  which  has  increafed  the  number  of  purchafers  ;  and 
the  conf.dence,  which  augments  daily,  in  the  public. funds> 
fsom  the  profpect  of  the  taxes  becoming,  more  produAive,  ia 
confequence  oif  the  fuppreffion  of  fmuggiing. 

*  At  the  fame  time,  the  great  and  unexperfed  iijccefs  whicK 
has  attended  a  iliigje  m'eafure,.  will  naturally  lead  the  true 
fiiends  of  the  iirft  commercial  country  in  the  world  to  wifh  to 
purfue  the  advantage  £0  happily  obtained  ;  aiid  to  adopt,  as  4 
general  maxim,  for  the*  whole  of  our  commercial  fydemt  the 
iame  principle,. which  has  been  attended,  in  its  firll  applicatipn,. 
with  fuch  great  and  falutary  benefils  to  the  trade,  finances^  - 
public  funds,  and.  landed  interell  of  the  kingdom  at  Targe.' 

The  author  goes  on  to  mention  other  advantages,  particu-^ 
Urly  in  the  application  of  the  furplus  of  the  Bengal  revenue^ 
for  the  purchafe  of  tea  in.  China;  and,  hy  that  means,  ta 
leffen  the  exportation  of  bullion  from  home.  He  fays,,  that 
the  increafe  of  the  tea- trade  will  require  forty-five  additional 
ihips,  and  employment  for  three  thbufand  four  hundred  an<i 
fifty  men  ;  which,  abftra6ked  from  every  other  confideration, 
mull  make  it  an  obje£l  of  vail  national  concern-— -He  con*- 
eludes  by  jaftly  obferving, 
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•  Thefe  advantages,  .which  have  arifen  from  a  fingle  opera* 
tion»  are  of  fych  magnitude  and  importance,  as  to  fatisfy  every 
impartial  perfbn  of  the  beneficial  confeqaences  which  ttiaSL  rq-      % 
fult  from  a  general  application  of  .the  fame  liberal  principle  to 
the  daties  ftiil  fubfifting  upon  various  branches  of  the  manu-    ' 
fadurea  and  commerce  of  Great  Britain/ 

From  this  fpecimen,  the  reader  will  no  doubt  think  the 
whole  pamphlet  worthy  of  his  perufal  ^nd  attention. 

A  Jh^rt  Addrefs  t»  the  Public  \  containing  fo me  Thought^  how  the 
National  Debt  may  he  reduced^  and  all  Home  TaxeSi  iaciud/ng 
Land'TaXi  a&ol/Jbed.  By  l^illiam^  Lord  Nevjhaven*  Svo,  Ud 
Dcbrctt. 

The  redu£iion  of  the  national  debt  is  a  problem  whicfalhas 
exercifed  the  ingenuity  of  many  political  writers  ;  and,  what 
is  remarkable,  on  a  fubjedt  fo.much  agitated,  not  two  of  them 
correi'pond  entirely  in  the  methods  propofedfor  the  purpofe. 
^midil  the  discouragement  ariiing  from  this  diveriity  of  opi-' 
niQn,  however,  it  is  Tome  confolation  to  find,  that  each  of  thofe 
public-fpirited  enquirers  feems  not  to  entertain  any  doubt  with 
*.refpe6l  to  the  pradticability  of  the  plan  fuggeited  by  himfelf.  It 
always  affords  us  particular- pleaf are »  when,  hi  our  monthly 
progrefs,  we  meet  with  a  nobleman  employed  in  fo  laudable  a 
fpeculation*  By  this  condu6^,  foch.an  author  hot  only  evit^es 
a  patriotic  anxiety,  highly  becoming  his  elevated  rank,  but  fets 
an  example  to  thofe  who  have  leifure  and  opportunity  for  pro* 
fecuting  refearches  of  %he  fame  kind. 

The  commiflioners  of  the  public  accounts,  in  their  Elevc^nth 
Report,  having  occafion  to  fpeak  of  th^r  national  debt,  e^prcHed 
a  deiire  that  recourfe  might  be  had  to  public  benevolence,  for 
difcharging  this  enormous  incuaibrance..  Proceeding  upon  a 
plan  of  a  (imilar  kind,  lord  Newhaven  propofes,  that  j^i  t^he 
fubje^ts  of  Great  Britain  fhould  pay  a  certain  auuual  rate  out 
of  their  real  and  perfonal  property  ;  and  that  this  fum  ihould 
be  faithfully  applied  to  the  liquidation  of  the  public  debt.  Ac- 
cording to  the  calculation  which  he  inHitutes,  the  amount  of 
the  fum  propofed  to  be  thus  levied  would  be  fo  great  as  to  dif* 
chargie  the  whole  debt  in  a  very  few  years. .  As  a  compenfation 
for  this  extraordinary  advance  of  money,  he  farther  propore5, 
'that  all  internal  taxes  whatever  fhould  be  aboliihed,  ^fter  the 
firil  payment  of  one  per  cent,  was  made  at  his  majclly's  exche- 
quer. His  lordihip  obfervcs  that,  according  to  this  fcheme, 
no  individual  will  pay  near  ib  much  on  his  rental  or  expenditure 
as  he  now  does  for  taxes  of  every  kind,  and  be  relieved  from 
the  perpetual  irritation  and  diiqaietude  of  tax-gatherers  of 
^v^ry  denomination. 

To  the  plan  above  mentioned  there  naturally  arifes  this  quef* 
tion,  if  the  home  taxes  are  aboliihed,  how  are  the  army,  navy,- 
and  the  various  departments  of  the  civil  government  to  be  pro.  . 
vided  for  ?  To  this  his  lordihip  replies,  that  as  he  concludes 
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foreign  nations  will  nol  take  off  the  doty  on  onr  commodities 
imported  into  their  refpcdiVe  countries,  he  propofes  to  conti- 
sne  the  duty  on  goods  imported,  which  he  thinks  will  be  nearly 
adequate  to  defray  all  expences,  civil  and  military 9  in  time^of 
peace. 

Such  is  the  plan  furgefted  by  lord  Newhaven  for  red  acine 
.  the  national  dent ;  a  plan,  we  mult  confefs,  not  lefs  bold  and 
intereding  in  the  conception,  thran  apparently  difficult  of  being 
enforced  to  the  extent  propofed  by  the  noble  author.  In  order 
to  be  adopted,  there  feems  reafon  to  think  it  would  require  an 
univerfal  apprehenlion  of  danger  the  moll  imminent  to  the  ft;>te, 
and  fuch  as  threatened  the  extinction  of  government.  Ac  Iea&» 
it  appears  to  be  (6  arduous  in  the  execution,  that  it  could  only 
be  accomplifhed  by  unparalleled  alacrity,  and  a  general  fpiric 
of*patrioti(in,  that  has  fometimes,  indeed,  bUzed  forth,  in  war^ 
amoi^  a  people  in  the  moft  defperate  circumftances,  but  which 
there  is  little  hope  of  ever  being  kindled  by  the  profpeCl  of  any 
civil  emergency,  not  immediately  deftru^ive  of  public  freedom. 
The  propofal,  however,  afibrds  a  proof  of  his  lordihip's  zeal 
for  the  public  intereils ;  and  we  fincerely  wifh  that  his  merito- 
rious example  might  excite  that  ardour  which  it  ought  to  in- 
fpire  in  all  the  true  lovers  of  their  country. 

^tt  Addrefs  to  tht  Landed^  Trading  and  Funded  Interrfls  of  Kwg^ 
iamd  on  iht  Prefent  State  of  Public  Affairs.  8w.  is,  6J. 
Stockdale. 

This  author  takes  an  extenfive  view  of  the  prefent  (late  of 
'  tbe  nation ;  bpt  rather  by  a  random  excuriion  than  with  any 
precife  and  accurate  enquiry.  In  every  department  which  he' 
considers,  he  meets  with  obje£ls  which  excite  his  apprehen^on. 
Onr  fpecie  is  drained  out  of,  the  kingdom,  in  annual  payments 
to  fireigners,  who  have  property  in  the  public  funds;  the 
landed  inteteil  is  groaning  under  infupponable  burdens  $  and 
the  national  debt  is  accumulated  to  fo  extreme  a  degree  that  it 
threatens  to  become  fatal.  For  remedying  thefe  difafters  the 
author  propofes  an  equal  reprefentation  of  the  commons  in  par* 
iiamcnt,  and  a  total  abolition  of  duties  at  the  cuflpm-houfe. 
The  effeft  of  the  former  of  thefe  meafures,  towards  removing 
the  evil  complained  of,  our  author  has  not  thought  proper  to 
explain  ;  and  how  the  extindion  of  the  cuftpm-houie  duties, 
while  fo  great  a  part  of  the  public  revenue  is  neceflafy  for  pay* 
.-  ing  the  inccrett  of  the  national  debt,  fhould  reftore  our  pofpe* 
rity,  is  a  propofition  wWch,  we  mull  own,  appears  not  very 
compatible  with  fou^d  argument.  We  are  inclined,  however, 
to  impute  the  inotiveit  ol  this  addrefs  entirely  to  the  author's 
impartial  fentiments ;  for,  though  not  a  profound  politician, 
he  appears  to  be  a  candid  writer,  and  to  wiih  well  to  the  iotcr^ 
cfU  ol  the  nation. 
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*7/V  all  my  Eye.    8v^.     !/•    Willdct  , 

This  pamphlet  is  addrefled  to  Archibald  Macdonald,  eAj* 
on  account  of  its  relating  to  the  police  of  Weilminflefy  con-* 
cerning  which,  a  motion  was  made  by.  tha't  gentleman  during 
xhe  laft  feifion  of  parliament.  The  author  makes  fome  juft  ob« 
fervations  on  particular  topics  ;  but  he  feems  to  be  no  friend  to 
the  eflabliihment  of  a  new  jurirdi(ftion  ;  contending,  that  a  pro^ 
per  enforcement  of  the  cxifting  laws  are  fufficient  for  the  prc- 
fervacion  of  order.  Should  we  admit  this  to  be  really  the  cafe,^ 
it  mult  follow,-  that  the  remiiTncfs  of  the  magiilrates  in  the  dif* 
charge  of  their  duty  deferves  the  fevereft  reprehenllpn. 

.  CwikBipn  §f  ABt  fafftd  in  tie  SUiit  of  Majachtifetts  Bay^  rehx" 
five  to  the  American  lAyaliJls  and  tbiir  Preferty.  %v»,  li, 
Stockdale. 

The  wifdom  and  policy  of  theielaws  caii  be  no  objeS  of  at* 
Mention  to  our  readers  i  and  it  is,  therefore,  fiifficient  for  us  to 
^hkx\t^  that  the  work  ap^ari  to  be  authentic. 

MEDICAL, 

Medical  Cautions^  fir  the  Cmfidtraiivn  iff  IiwaUJli  \  tbtfe  ef^iaSfy 
who  refort  to  patb.  By  James  Makiitrick  Adair ^  Af«  2>.  ^Om 
)i.  6d.  in  Boards*    Billy. 

It  is  rate  to  fee  a  volunteer  ftart  op  from  among  the  dif- 
charged  invalids ;  but  our  author  tells  us  that  he  is  independ« 
ent  of'bufinefs,  and  a  '  volunteer*  in  fome  of  its  branches* 
We  think,  however,  that  he  has  been  well  efn|>loyed  in  pub« 
Iflhing  this  work,  which  contains  goodfenfe,  jttft  reaibnlng^ 
fome  humour,  with  little  novelty,  and  a  few  dccafional  errors. 

JHiS  obfervations  on  Faihioiiable  Difeafes,  are  acute  and  ha« 
morous ;  on  the  £$e6ls  of  hot  crowded  Rooms,  and  noxious 
Air,  folid  and  judicious.  The  EfTay  on  Regimen,  and  the 
Enquiry  into  the  Propriety  of  yfing  other  Remedies  daring  a 
Courfe  of  Mineral  Waters,  contain  manv  ufeful  obfervations, 
which,  with  a  few  exceptions,  we  would  (Irongfy  recommend. 
The  Eflay  -on  Empiricifm  alfo  deierves  great  attention}  but 
cmpiricifm  is  now  the  fafhion,  and,  like  Antaeus,  wiU  only 
laiie,  with  frefli  ftrength,  from  cytty  attempt  to  overthrow  it, 
We  cannot  refrain  from  extracting  the  following  fpiritedi  and^ 
we  fear,  well  founded  cenfure. 

.*  When  pbyficians'(]  do  not  mean  quack  dofiors)  adopt  ex* 
traordinary  inodes  of  obtruding  themfelves  and  their  v^ohd^rfu) 
abiliiie^  on  the  notice  of  the  public,  it  would  ^e  no  breach 
of  charity  to  place  them  on  the  fame  form  wiQl  poHru^J 
mongers;  and  the  (imiiarity  h  more  obvious,  as,  in  bqth,  in'* 
ilanccs,  the  merits  of^  the  regular.dodlor  and  his  brptbcr  d^acl^ 
%X^  alvva^;8*4nucb'cxag|;erated  j  whil(l  that  {>ubli9»  ;o  whicn' the, 


Digitized  by  C3OOQ IC 


15©  Monthly    Catalogue* 

appeal  is  made,  is  equally  unqualified  to  judge  of  either.  It 
is  with  regret,  xniogled  with  iodignation,  that  I  thus  animad^ 
vert  on  the  conduft  of  fuch  of  my  brethren  as  have  juftly  in-r 
purred  this  cenfure.  In  the  preceding  eflay  I  took  notice  of 
their  illiberal  treatment  jof  the  Bath  phyficians ;  and  it  may 
fairly  be  prefumed,  that  they  are  of  the  number  of  thofe,  \vho» 
(^onfcious  of  deficiency  in  perfonal  merit,  endeavour  to  com- 
penfate  for  that  deficiency  by  cultivating,  moll  afiiduoufly, 
the  good  graces  of  apothecaries,  midwives,  purfes^  abigails, 
toad-caters,  and  puffing  gofiips.  But,  not  contented  with  thi^ 
indirect  ittacfc  on  their  brethren,  they  generally  proceed  to  di- 
rect hofiilfties,  and  by  the  <iJ^rk  and  malignant  infinuations  of 
themfeives  or  their  emififaries,.  endeavour  to  blaft  the  rapotation^ 
of  all  their  competitors.  This  ferious  charge  may,  by  fome  of 
nfy  readers,  be  deemed  incredible ;  but  it  is  not  Jcfs  true* 
Such  ungentlemaniy  arts  may  reafonably  be  confidered  as  truly 
empirical,  and  thole  who  pra^life  them  as  fwindlers  of  reputa^ 
tion,  and  therefore  greater  pefts  of  fociety  than  fwindlers  of 
property  ;  infomucji  as  they,  in  a  great  degree,  deprive  the 
public  of  the  fervices  and  ^alents  of  modeft  men,  who  are  ge- 
nerally as  much  thc}r  fuperiors  in  ability  as  in  urbanity.  That 
I  m&y,  in  fbmc  ^e^reCf  qualify  the  feveritv  of  this  ilridture,  I 
tjike,  with  plefifure,  this  opportunity  of  declaring,  that  as  I 
confider  my  profefiion  as  a  mod  ufeful  and  refpe^^ble  fcience, 
fo  I  have  a  moft  fincf  re  an^  aFedionate  attachment  to  all  fuch 
of  my  brethfcu  as  difcharge  their  duty  with  honour  and  in- 

.  When  wc  recommended  the  treatife  on  Regimen,  with  fome 
exceptions,  we  meant  not  to  avoid  particulars,  gutter,  even  ia 
z  melted  fiate,  is  allowed  by  our  author  ;  and  roailed  meats  are 
preferred  tp  boiled.  We  fufpe£t  that  he  is  ^)iilaken  both  in  his 
reafonipg  and  fadls.  There  is  fome  empyreuma  always  con* 
tfadled  by  melting  butter;  and  the  fat  of  roailed  meat  is  oftea 
ijtroDjgly  empyreuniatic.  In  thefe  refpe^s,  botii  muft  be  inju- 
rious to  invalids ;  but  we  would  refer  to  experiment.  Hediqal 
patiep.t^s  are  more  eafily  and  quickly  afiedted  by  the  Icalt  difor* 
4eJ^»in  the  ilomacb,  rh^  Iftaftfiip pediment  in  digtfiion,  than  any 
athers;.  With  theie  ^e  .h^v.e  always  found  melted  butter  an<i 
roailed* fneat  produce  acpnfiderable  febrile  exacerbation  ;  an4 
.  of^courfethey  have  been  gjsncrally  forbidden,  A  meal  of  fiefh 
meat  has  frequently  occafioned  lefs  diftv^rbancc  than  mcUe4 
butter  with  th^ir  ye^ccable  foc^.  pvpn  butter,  in  its  folid 
ffit'e,  is*  not  eafily  atJimilaied, 

'  In  the  table  of  foods,  which  are  arranged  according^  to  their  ' 
^l|eftlbiiity,.(v'e  alfo  fine  fome  errors.  Oyfters,  when  frcih 
>nd  finally  ar6  more  eafily  dio;ert5d  than  any  other  Ihell-filh,  or 
t>an  any  6^thfer  animal  food.  We  /peak  from  frequent  obfer- 
vation,  arid  f^fpeift  that  our  authcr  has  been  iniflcd  by  SanQo- 
rius  ^rid'^Keil,  "Crabs  are  ihorrf  dlgefiibjc'tian  lobfters;  and 

•    "  fioqnde^ll 
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fiottnSers  than  whitings*  We  would  refer  our  author  to  the  ex- 
periments annexed  to  the  firft  volume  of  the  tranflation  of  Spa- 
lanzani's  Diflertation*,  for  forae  farther  correftions  in  his  table. 
On  the  whole,  we  think  this  work  may  be  highly  beneficial ; 
and  it  defervbs  our  recommendation. 

.DIVINITY. 

The  Chara3er  bf  Jcftis  VJMJl :  a  Sermon,  by  Gtorgt  S^ene  Kelth^ 
M^  A.     ^vo»     li.     Evans. 

In  the  firft  part  of  this  difcourfe  (for  it  is  divided  into  two)t 
we  think  fome  points  of  our  Saviour's  charader  injudiciou(ly 
Teprefentedy  and  that  there  was  no  reafon  for  exalting  his  rnira* 
s^ti  at  (6  much  expence  of  thofe  of  Mofes  and  the  Jewifh  pro'-. 
phets;  for  which  conduct,  we  doubt  whether  the  apology 
-the  author  makes  be.fufficient. — V^^c  are  not  always  contented 
with  Mr.  Xeith*s  ftyle.  "Inllances  occur  wherr  it  is  too  turgid  ; 
others,  where  it  is  too  familiar.  We  are  iufpicious  that  the 
•following  paiTage  aims  at  the  fublime.  Having  told  us,  from 
St.  John.  xh2ii  jfcfus  firjl  groaned  und  -ihept,  aJid  then  cried  ovt 
ivituji  Ipud  voice,  La^r)/if  come  forth,  our  author  adds  *  That 
all  Nature  heard  through  all  her  worki^ — Heaven  heard  and  was 
allonilhed,-— Earth  heard  ;ind  rejoiced — Hell  heard  and  trembled 
•!— Death  heard  .and  fled-  the  grave  heard  and  opened— Lazarui 
heard  and  obeyed.'  If  our  conjedturc  be  well  founded,  we 
/;hink  Mr.  JgLeith's  fentimeats  on  the  fubliine  differ  from  thofe 
of  Long  in  us. 

Wc  would  be  underftood  to  have  fpoken  only  of  the  firft 
part  of  this  p<?rformaucc ::  we  think  the  fecond  far  icfs 
exceptionable^  and^  on  the  whole,  ^ei'l  written  ;  and  Hope 
the  authoA  voljsme  of  fcriiions,  of  which -thts  is  a  fpecinien, 
'  will  proA^Cimore  nearly  to  reiemfaJe  the  iatter  than  tke  former 
jpart.    • 

An   Rnqniry   in4»  the  Dfjtgn  pf  the  Chriflian  Sahlmth,     JSy  y« 
Symofis,  B.  D»  7 be  Second  Edition*.  Umali^vo^  li.  6//..Diil\« 

TJms  valuable  little  tra6l  being  much  enlarged,  entitles  it 
0£ai-n  tp  be  mentioned.  It  was  firil  noticed  in  our  Review  0/ 
^November,  I779»  All  we  faid  then  to  its  advantage  is  firil 
<lue  to  its  merit;  and  with  pleafur^  we  now  oblerve^  that  it 
is  not  more  .enlarged  than  improved..  A  proportiohabJe  addi- 
;rion  to  its  price  bein^  now  charged.,  former  purchafers  cannot 
icomplain.  ' 

This  performance  is  inftrn(^ive^  ferious,  and  peVfuafive  ;  but 
free  from  any  tindure  of  gloom  or  fuperdition.  It  is  \yritten 
with  fuch  eafe,  fimplicity,  and  correftnefs,  that  the  moil  falh- 
dious  reader  can  fcarcely  fail  to  be  pleafed  with'its  Ryh,  at  the 
i^MPe  tim^  that  the  f  laincll  muft  alwa)^«  comprehend  it. 

L  f         '  Wc 
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We  are  perfuaded  that  if  the  topics  of  the  fevcra!  feAions  had 
been  exprcffcd  in  Italics  on  the  margin  of  each,  their  concetitr 
wouTd  have  been  better  calculated  for  recolle^ion.  But  this 
ilefed  may  be  well  remedied,  by  that  repeated  perufai  which 
the  book  deferves,  and  we^gfadly  recommend* 

We  wifh  to  advercifeithe  zealous  aelvocates  and  promoters  of 
't>>e  Sunday  fchools^  that  their  eftablifliments  may  in  due  time 
derive  material  advantage  from  this  publication* 

The  Foofftep  to  Mrs,  Trimmer* s  Sacred  Hiftory^  for  the  hiJiruBloti 
etnti  Amufcment  of  Little  Cb'tUren.    izmtf^    I  i.  %d.   Marihaik 

One  of  the  moft  importanlty  though  not  the  mod  brilliant, 
among  the  literary  improvements  of  the  prefentagei  is  the  fuc- 
cersfuT  execution  of  feveral  elementary  performances  for  the  uic 
of  children,  from  their  earlieft  introduction  to  letters,  till  they 
become  capable  of  higher  inftraftion.  This  province,  husi- 
ble  as  it  may  {ttm^  requires  more  than  ordinary  talents  ;  ind 
the  anchor  of  this  little  work  has  not  andertakdn  it  without  the 
neceOary  qualifications. 

The  principal  hiftories  of  the  Old  Teftament  are  prefented 
with  perfpicoity  and  neatnefs^  in  fhort  fiorics,  adapted  to-^he 
Comprehensions  and  memories  of  almod  the  yonngeft  readers  i 
and  through  th»  whole  are  fcattered,  with  the  uCmoU  plainnefs 
^nd  brevity^  fuch  moral  and  religious  fentiments,  as  are  proper 
to  make  iir.preflion  on  the  tendered  minds.^  ., 

The  Advertifement  prefixed  to  the  work  will  give  thofe  who, 
are  concerned  in  the  early  inftruAion^of  the  riling  generationi^ 
an  adequate  idea  of  the  author's  defign  in  its  publication  ;  and 
as  we  think  thi^  performance  well  calculated  to  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe  intended,  we  prcfent  this  fhort  preface  tO  the  public. 

*  The  following  pages  are,  with  great  diffidence,,  offered  tof 
the  world  by  a  lady,  who,  fenfible  of  their  imperfections,  fo- 
licits  the  indulgent  perufai  of  parents  and  teachers,-T-Nothing 
could  have  induced  her  to  appear  in  public,  but  the  wiih  to  be 
ufeful  to  thofe  dear  children  whom  it  has  been  hor  province  to. 
inftruft. 

'  Being  convinced,  that  the  Scriptures  ought  ever  to  be  the 
rule  of  our  faith,  and  guide  of  our  anions,  the  author  wiibcd 
her  pupils  to  become  acquainted  with  facred  hillory,  and  not 
finding  any  book  of  the  kind  that  fuited  her  porpofc,  iheie* 
levied  the  following  ilorie's ;  which  it  is  hoped  will  both  amufe 
and  in(lru6^. — 'She  has  made  it  her  (ludy  to  bring  the  language 
down  to  the  confined  Underftandingof  a  child  |^  and  to  contrafA 
the  Aorie&  within  the  bounds  of  an  eafy  leiTon. 

'  The  writer  of  thefe  pages  thinks  fomc  apology  due  to  Mrs^ 
Trimmer,,  for  iiiaking  ufe  of  her  name  in  the  title  to  this  piib- 
lication.  The  high  opinion  ihe  entertains  of  Mts; Trimmer^ 
Sacred  Hiflory'i  ntade  her  wifh  to  put  it  into  the  hands  of  her 

pupils  j^ 
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papikf  but  findjtng  it  above  the  nnderftandiDg^  of  very  young 
children »  (he  has,  in  this,  attempted  tp  form  a  Foot*ltep,  to 
Ited  them  to  Mrs.  Trimmer's  more  improved  work.' 

Stn^urfs  on  Ecclcfiaftkal  Ahufes.  AddreJJed  ia  the  B}Jhop$^  CUrgy^ 
and"  Peifle  tf  Great  Britain^     S've,     I/.     Dilly. 

;  This  inflammatory  declaimer  has  advanced^  upon  his  eight 
tbpics— Ordination— Non*KcfideDCc—Pi"elentrn|  to'  Livings-* 
B^nds  of  Refignation-— Plaralities-oParfonage-Hoiifes — Etde* 
iiaftical  Sinecuresrrt'and  Indolence  of  the  Clergy—- all  that  com- 
mon*place  inve£Uve,  artd  nothing  more,  which  is  ufuallyin- 
iprred  by  an  averfion  to  the  payment  of  tythes,  and  that  £ealott» 
ipirit  of  reformation,  which  the  recovery  of  ecdefiadical  dues, 
OB  the  part  of  fomefortnnftte  i])CQmbeii««  ha*  not  iMifi-e^nently 
prodoced.  We  will  charitably  hope  tJisa  writer  ba»  beea  iaflu« 
enced  by  better  motives.  - 

That  evils  exift in  the chareb^ as  they^do^  and muft do^in all 
extehEve  eftabliikmentsy  cannot  be  denied ;  but  the  prcftnt 
obferver  has  undonbtedly  viewed  them  throusb^a. multiply iag 
medium,  which,  we  are  fomewhat  inclined  to  believe,  has  bcea 
held  np-lio  his  mind's  eye,  by  prejudice  or  paffioo. 

A  certain  4vant  of  precifion  and  el^ance  in  thefe  Striduret, 
farnilh  reafon  to  imagine  the  Aibje^l  of  them  has  been  taken 
up  by  a  peribn  whofe  education  haa  notqualiied  him  for  very 
cxad  inveftigation ;  which,  on  topics  of  this  nature,  caoaot  bo 
too  nice,  nor  fuctefsfaUy.  coo^uaed,  withoat  cooineft  aa4 
candour* 

EJJay  on  the  Itiwards  ef  Etemitj^.   4/^.    ts,'  JohnfoD. 
This  difcourfe  obtained  she  anniiat  pritfe,  ihAituced  by  Mr« 
Norris,  in  the-  univer£ty  of  Can^bridge.   As  we  meet  in  it  with , 
nothing  uncommon,  we  cannot  but  fuppofe  that  the  produ^ons 
of  the  other  candidates  rnqft  have  been  v^  deficient  in  merit. 

Strmofu  mdapttd  lo  thi  Family  and  Clofet.    By  the  late  Re^.  Jk 
iFehh.    4i.  in  Boards.     ButkUnd. 

We  are  informed,  in  a  Preface  to  thefe  Sermons,  that  the 
peculiar  modefty  of  Mr.  Webb  prevented  him  from  pobtiihing 
any  thing  during  his  life.  'Tis  pity  that  the  judgment  of  the 
editor  did  not  co"Operate  with  the  auti^or's  diffidence,  and  fop* 
prefs  the  publication  of  thefe  Sermons,  after  his  deceafe. 

The  Duties  of  the  Parochial  Clergy  of  the  Church  of  England  con^ 

Jdered^  in  a  Charge  delivered  Jo  the  Clergy  of  the  Diocefi  of 

Bangor^  hii^^i^.  By  Johny  LtrdBififof  of  Bangor.    4/94    2/. 

Davis. 

*   This  is  a  fenfible,  ufeful,  and  unatfe^ed  difcourfe»  becom-. 

ing  the  clara&er  of  the  refpe^lable  prelate  who  delivered  it. 

In  an  Appendix  to  it  are  diredlions  Concerning  the  ihflrum^nu 

proper  to  be  brought  for  obtaining  orders^^  &c. 

"  '  D  R  A- 
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DRAMATIC. 

The  Romp:  a  Mufical  Rntmainment,  in  T<i»q  JHs\  alured  from 
Love  in  the  Cityp     ^vo.     u*     Lowndes. 

The  oerits  of  this  muHcal  entertainment  will  not  bear  the 
examination  of  criticifm;  and  nothing  but  the  comic  powers 
of  Mrs.,  Jordan  could  have   procured  it  a  repetition  upon  the 

NOVELS. 

i!he  Gamejiers.    A  Novel.    In  Three  Fob.    i  imo.    js.  6J./ewed. 
Baldwin. 

Though  we  trace  our  author  in  the  footHeps  of  feme  of 
her  predeceflbrs,  we  muft  ftill  allow  her  confiderable  merit. 
The  characters  are  not  lefs  (^(tinguifhed  by  their  bold  and  faith- 
ful putlines,  than  by  a  warmth  of  colouring,  and  fpirited  atti- 
tude. In  fome  refpe£ts  they  are  faperior  to  their  originals; 
for  they  rife  to  a  distorted  caricature,  though  fomewhat  re* 
mavtd  from  -real  life.  I'he  language  is  animated  and  eafy  ; 
frequently  elegant:  the  pathos  is  well  managed,  and  properly 
contra^ed.  W«  would  not,  however,  be  underHood  too  gene- 
rally :  the  ftory  ha6  faults  in  itscondud,  and,  in  fome  iiiilancesp 
impobability  ;  nor  are  its  merits,  even  when  perfpicuous,  al- 
ways unalloyed ;  hut,  while  we  canilot  be  blind  to  its  faults, 
we  ought  to  praife  its  excellencies ;  and  when  the  latter  are  fo 
numerous  they  will,  in  the  eye  of  every  candid  critic,  lefTea 
or  obfcure  the  focmer. 

no  Liheral  American,  .  A  Non/eL  '^  In  a  Series  of  Letter^,   j^  a 
l,ady.     z  Kolu     XMno*    6s*     Lane# 

•  We  often  fufpedt  thefe  profeffiorial  ladies,  when  the  title  is 
not  fupported  by  internal  evidence.  The  only  proof  in  th« 
^ork  before  us,  is'  the  number  of  marriages.  The  author, 
li'ke  Mrs.  Centlive,  •  fairly  puts  all  characters  to  bed.'  As  to 
tli^  fentiments^  language,  and  fituations,  we  can  fay  little  in 
tlieir  favour.  It  is  a  ciul]|  infipld  narrative,  related  in  uniuv 
jereftir-g  letters.  '* 

POETRY. 

Poems  and  Flays.    By  William  Hayky^  Efy,     BnmU  $*vo.    6  Fob; 
i/.  I/.     Cadell.  ^ 

H^vipg.  already  cxDreffcd  the  high  opinion  we.cntertain  cf 
Mr.  Hayley's  poetical  genius,  it  is  unnecelTary  for  us.  to  make 
any  other  obfervation  on  the  prefcnt  edition  of  his  works,  where 
the  only  new  piece  we  mee,t  with  is  an  Ode  to  the  Countef* 
dp  Gerilis,  in  which  the  author  compliments  her,  in  an  elegant 
ftrain,  on  the  ingenuity  and  moral  tendency  of  her  writings.  * 
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The  India  Gut  tie  i  or  a  Jo^tmal  ef  a  Voyagt  to  the  Eaft  Indm^  in  tfje ' 
Tear  1780.  In  a  FottUal  Epifile  to  tnr  Mother^  iy  Mifs  Emily 
Brittle*     Small  %vo.     Printed  at  Calcutta. 

.  This  work  is  dedicnted  to  Mr^  Anliie,  of  whofe  ingenious 
Bath  Guide  it  has  been. evidently  intended  as  ah  Imitation; 
*but,  like  mod  of  the  produdions  founded  in  ^n  attempt  at  iimi- 
litude,  falls  extremely  fliort  of  the  original.  It  confifts  of  fe- 
veral  epiftle5,  written  on  board  the  £a(!'Indiaman,  in  which  mifj 
Brittle  failed  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  from  Madras  ; 
defer] hing  her  difagreeable  fituation  at  lea,  the  charaderj  of 
the  officers  and  pafTengers,  the  manners  of  the  Dutch  at  the 
Cape,  with  her  reception  at  Madras,  and  the  ftate  of  fociety 
in  that  quarter.  In  this  Epiflte,  Ihe  mail  not  be  idenied  all 
pretenlions  to  merit ;  and  the  fcenes  being  exotic,  are  calctt- 
lated  to  afford  entertaintainment  by  their  novelty. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

^ydrometrical  Obfervations  and  Ex^rlments  in  the  Bre^\9ery,    S«^^ 
2s.     Robin  fon. 

We  are  pleafed  to  fee  that'obfervations  of  this  kind  arc  widc- 
\y  difFufed,  and  that  fcience  is  extending  her  connexion  with 
arts  ufually  accounted  practical.  Thefe  rules  and  experiihents 
arc  clear  and  perfpicuous;  perhaps  more  intelligible  to  the 
common  brewers  than  the  •  Statical  Eftimatcs*  which  we  latel/' 
reviewed :  at  the  fame-time  the  authors  do  nOtcflcntially  differ. 

Our  prefent  author  ufes,  or  at  leafi  feems  to  ofe^  /the  com« 
mon  hydrometer  :  Mr.  Richard fon  employed  one  fombwhat  dif* 
fcrent.  The  alteration,  in  Mr.  Baverilock's  opinion,  is  not 
advantageous,  and  may,  by  being  frequently  employed,  i>e- 
comc  ineffedual.    Bat  xhis  muft  be  decided  by  obfervation. 

Another  variation  in  opinion  occurs  in  the  method  of  form« 
ing  average  and  iiandard  gravities.  Mr.  Richardfon  makes  hit 
trials  on  worts  in  the  copper,  and  eftimates  the  quantity  to  be 
boiled  away  :  Mr.  Bayerflock  thinks  this  an  ufelels  labour,  and 
prefers  delaying  the  examination  till  the  whole  is  put  into  th« 
cooler.  The  latter  is  more  eafy  and  ceruin,  if  wc  wiih 
only  to  know  the  a^ual  iirength ;  but  the  former  appears  to 
be  neceflary,  if  we  wifli  to  bring  the  wort  to  a  ginfen  Arength. 
^ach  method  will  probably  have  its  peculiar  advocates,  and 
each  will  be  employed  according  to  the  intention  and  deiign  of 
the  brewer.  On  the  whole,  this  work  is  written  with  ciearneft 
'  and  precifion,  and  defer ves  commendation. 

&ora  Qantghrigicttfi   Supple mntumi    AuBore   Richardo   Relhetttj 
.    4^  M*  Collegii  Jiegaiis  CqpfllanoJ    8vtf.     u.    Cadell, 

«  The  labours  of  the  iodulUioys  are  always  rewarded.     Our- 

»u(lMdr  tuts  refumcd  his  taft  i  and  added  coniiderably  to  hit 

7  Floral 
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Flora-  The  additions  are  chieSy  different  fpcdes  of  grafs,  ^nd 
fomc  fpecies  of  the  clafs  of  cryptogamia.  We  find  the  hme 
diligence  and  atte(ition  which  we  formerly  commended :  the 
additional  references  are  to  Bauhine  and  td  Dickfon*.  We  fin* 
ccrely  hope  that  the  impediments  which  the  author  hints  ac 
will  be  removed  ;  and  that  he  will  be  enabled  to  periift  in  an 
ofiice,  for  which  he  is  well  qualined. 

Elements  cf  EngUJb  :  heinga  new  Method  fif  leaching  the  ivhole 
Art  of  keitdihg,  both  with  Regard  to  Pronunciation  and  Spellings 
Part  N^e  Firfi.  £y  Thomas  S^eridan^  A.  Af.  1  zmo^  u. 
Billy. 

Mr.  Sheridan's  abilitiet  in  this  branch  of  fcience  are  fb  well 
known,  that  to  praife  them  wonid  J>e  equally  fuperfluous  and 
impertinent*  This  litte  work  is  clear,  comprehenfive,  and  fa- 
tisfadory.  In  fome  inftances,  as  in  his  Dit)ionary,  we  fee  traces 
of  a  provincial  pronunciation;  but  this  fubje^  is  fo  fleeting 
and  uncertain,  ihar  perhaps  no  one  can  properJy  criticife  the 
pronunciation  of  another.  In  general,  thofe  whofe  ears  are 
ac^oratey  and.  whofe  companions  are  among  the  learned  of 
higher  rank,  will  agree  in  pronouncing  many  words ;  but  a 
few  will  always  remain,  where  a  difference  is  not  only  obvious, 
but  the  varioos  opinipos  on  the  fubjeA  will  be  flrenuoufly  de-* 
fended. 

'  None  go  jiift  alike,  bot  each  believes  his  own.' 
A, high  fenie  of  the  importance  of  his  work  (for  every  man 
thinks  that  work  idtportanc  in  which  he  has  been  long  engaged) 
has  led  Mr.  Sheridan  into-  fome  ludicrous  remarks.  If  they 
occur  in  the  following  fpccimen,  we  hope  our  readers  will  not 
cottiider  it  as  chofen  to  Jeflcn  him  in  the  public  eftimation, 
fince.few  elHmate  him  snore  highly  than  burfelves;  but  we 
have  fttbjotned  it^  9a  containing  a  good  reafon  for  what  many 
kave  thought  a  fanciful  innovation. 

*  Children  ought  not  to  be  taoght  to  found  the  confonants  in 
the  promikuous  manner  in  which  they  are  found  in  the  alpha* 
^et.  The  natural  order  is  firfl  to  begin  with  the  labials,  as 
thofe  are  the  £rft  founds  uttered  by  all  the  children  in  all  partt 
of  the  globe;  on  which  account  the  words  baba,  papa,  roamai 
f re  the  name*  given  to  parents  in  almoft  all  languages.  Thq 
reafoB  is,  that  the  Hps>of  the  infant,  being  coftftantly  empiloyed 
in  the^adioA  of  fucking,  become  firong^and  a&ive  fooner  than 
the  other  organs  of  fpeech.  To  thefe.lucceed  the  denuls;  ancl 
fhe  next  founds  uttered  by  children  are  da  and  ta,  or  tiie  iam« 
founds  doubled,  as.  da^da^.  ta*u;  and  this  arifes  frpm  the 
tQnguefs.being  ccnllantly  exercifed  about  the  g^ums,  to  alle-i 
viaie  the  pain  while  they  are  cutting  theif  teeth.  The  lafl  atnl^ 
hard/cfl  founds  are  the  palatines,  which  requiring  that  the- 
tongue  fhould  be  drawn  back^  an  aAion  ta  which  it  haH  l^ot 
heepc  accuftoined}  are  the  moft  difficult  to  W^\^  \  ^^\  by  kim^^ 
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iag  them  freqaeorly  ifith  the  vowel  befbre^  a$  eg,  ek,  will 
(boQ  be  caught.'  Children  ihoald  never  be  urged  to  pronouncit 
any  words  containing  letters  whofe  fonnds  they  had  not  firlt 
maftered  $  for  in  that  cafe,  they  either  wholly  omit  thofe  letter^* 
or  change  them  to  others  which  they  were  able  to  pronoance 
i>efore.  Thds,  for  lady»  they  eithe^  Tay,  ady  or  dady ;  for 
coach,  toach  ;  for  go,  do ;  and  fo  on«  Now,  fronvthis  meth(xi 
of  permitting  children  to  attempt  ail  words  alike,  before  they 
can  pronounce  all  the  letters  contained  la  them,  bad  habits  af* 
often  contra^ed,  which  bjfc  not  eaiily  changed/ 

ji/i  IntroduBion  to  'tteadlng  and  SbiUtng.     Written  on  a  nrw  Pldn^ 
and  drfigned  as  a  Sfeffing  Book  for  the  U/e  of  Sci?oolsl     Bj  ibe 
■    jRei/,  y,  hewiett*    livo.     lu    Johnfon* 

If  Mr.  Hewlett  purpofes  only  to  teach  children,  he  has  done 
too  mach  ;  if  he  aims  at  inftru^ing  foreigners*  or  corre(5ting 'a 
provincraJ  pronunciation,  too  little.  The  child  cannot  learn 
every  word  in  his  elements ;  he  fliould  be  taught  a  few^  and, 
ID  the  red,  inllru6ted  to  teach  himfelf.  On  the  other  hand. 
the  great  fault  of  the  foreigner  and  the  provincial  is  in  tone, 
or  rhythm,  which  no  rules  can  teach.  Yet,  on  the  whoIe«  as 
this  work  is  executed  with  cafe  and  attention,  its  redund- 
ance can  be  no  great  fault.  A  judicious  mafter  can  omit  what 
may  be  fupeifluous ;  and  the  foreigner  fliouldnot  be  difgufted  at 
the  preliminary  obfervations,  and  fome  of  the  grammatical  di« 
Hin^ions,  fuitable  only  for  children.  We  ihould  not  p-rhaps 
have  expelled  that  t,his  little  work  was  intended  to  have  reached 
bey6nd  the  limits  of  the  reading-fchooi,  if  the  author  had  do( 
pointed  out  its  numerous  advantages* 

FahuloM  Hijiories  defigntd  for  the  InJlruHio7i  of  GhlldreTty  refpea^ 

ing  their  Treatment   of  Afiimah.     By  Mr i,  Trimmer,     izmom 

Si.  td.     Robin fons.  ' 

There  is  much  good  fenfe,  and  ufeful  inftru^ion,  in  this  little 

volume ;  but  the  vehicle  is  fo  yttx^^  cJhildiih,  that  we  fear  the 

author's  purpofe  will  be  defeated.     In  this,  however,  we  may 

be'^miftaken;  for  to  mean  well,  .and  to  labour  a/Tidpouily  ia 

fupport  of  well-meant  de/igD3>   will  deck  even  impcrfcdion^ 

with  fuch  pleaiing  colours,  that  jwe  Ihall  often  midake  them  for 

excellencies.     May  this  lady's  good-intentions  be  rewarded 

with  the  faitable^improvement  of  her  pupils. 

TA^  Hap^  family  ;  ^r.  Memoir i  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norton.  /«- 
tended  to  Jbe^M  the  delightful  F.ffeBs  of  Filial  Ohediena.  Sjftatl 
*iimo     bd.     Marihail. 

1  his  little  book  is  free  from  the  imperfr^ions  which  we 
lately  pointed  out  in  the  •  Village  School.'  and  the  ^  Rotch- 
Yords ;'  but  the  feotences  are  too  complicated,  and  the  fen ti- 
*ment  frequently  obfcufed  By  too  many  words.  There  are  few 
taflcs  more  difficult  than  to  write  proper  books  for  children,  And 
there  are  few  more  carelefsly  and  excepttonabl^  executed.  The 

moral 
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moral  in  the  work  before  as,  is  not  lefs  clear  than  fal»lary ; 
aqd  the  inftruftions  are  pcrfcdly  proper. 

Tour  io  ErmenonvUle*     izmo.'     2S,     Becket. 

Thi«  pamphlet  bears  ftrong  intrinfic  marks  of  having  bctfn 
written  as  a  catch-penny ;  but  it  may,  nevenhelefs,  afford  forhe 
entertainment  to  thofe  readers  who  take  pleafure  in  the  mo(b 
trivial  anecdotes  relative  to  the. celebrated  RouiTeaii^  concerning 
which  it  is  employed* 

J  ClaJJtcal  Di^hnary  of  the  Vulgar  Tongue.  Svo,  4J.  Hooper. 

The  materials  of  this  extraordinary  Lexicon  coulcl  i>e  col- 
ledled  only  from  the  mouths  of  the  vulgar ;  and  to  the  criti*- 
cifm  of  fuch  we  mail  coniign  it. 

Pocket  Hade  Mecum  through   Monmouthjhire  and  Fart  of  South 

•  Waks.     1 2  mo*     IX.  6^4     BeW. 

s 

A  dull,  fuper6cia1  itinerary,  having  neither  defcriptioa  noi^ 

information  to  recommend  it. ' 

The  Trial  of  Ifaac  Prffcot^  Efq.     Sifo.     is.  6d.     Lifter. 

This  Trial  was  held  in  the  ConfiftorV  Court  at  the  Do6lor» 
Cpmmons,  and  relates  to  fuch  barbarous  treatment,  received 
by  a  wife  from  her  huiband,  as  is,  perhaps,  fcarcely  to  be  ex- 
ceeded by  any  inftance  in  the  annals  of  domellic  life.  Thii 
highly  injured  lady,  it  feems,  is  the  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Walter,  who  was  chaplain  to  the  Centurion  during  the 
celebrated  voyage  of  commodore  An  Ton.  It  would  only  wound 
the  humanity  of  our  readers,  to  recite  the  favage  cruelty  which 
is  confirmed  by  the  evidence  in  this  Triai  ;  and  we  fliali,  there* 
/6re,  conclude^th  a  congratulation,  that  a  fentence  of  divorce 
has  put  a  period  to  fuch  unmanly  and  exccrablie  tyranny. 

ji  Natural  Method  of  teaching  the  French  Latfguage.  By  M.  Mau" 
hach*     8*r».    3  J.     Hook  ham. 

Monf.  Maubich,  by  his  own  acknowledgement,  has  not  ftu- 
died  to  adapt  himlelf  to  the  capacity  of  children  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  to  rife  above  the  common  method  of  teachers,  by 
rendering  their  inflru^ions.  a  kind  of  introdudlion  to  the  fci- 
ences.  This  plan  is  dbubtlefs  well  intended  ;  but  we  much 
fear,  that  by  adding  to  the  difficulty  of  acquiring  the  language^ 
it  might  retard  the  progrcfs  of  the  learner. 

The  Surveyor* s  Appointment  and  Guide » ,  4/^ .   td,   T.  Payne.  . 

In  this  little  trad,  the  author  has  concifely  tranflated.,  out 
of  ftatute  language,  the  duty  of  a  furveyor  of  the  highways. 
The  production,  we  own,  is  not  without  its  ufe;  for  of  z^trf 
fpecies  of  compofition,  that  of  the  legidative  authors,  in  this 
country,  is  the  moil  exceptionable,  and  evea  difgracef ul,  both 
in  point  of  grammar  and  common  fenfe. 

An 
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An  Authentic  Account  of  Forgeries  and  Frauds  of  various  Kinds 
committed  by  that  mojt  confummate  Adept  in  Deception^    Charles  * 
PricCf  otherwife  Patch\  many  Tears  a  Lottery  Office  Keeper  im 
London  aitdlVeJlminJier*     ^vo,     u.     Kearfley. 

Thofe  w))o  have  any  curiofity  for  the  account  of  a  mod  acr 
compliihed  impoftor^  may  begrati^ed  by  this  pamphlet,  iq  which 
we  doubt  not  t(ie  fa^8  are  genuine,  though  we  canfnoc  much  ap*^ 
plaud  the  attempt  that  is  made  at  anlmitation  of  the  humour  of 
Fielding.  The  account  is  ornamented  with  a  plate,  exhibiting 
Price's  figure,  both  in  his  ufual  drefs  and  his'difguife. 

•  He  was  about  five  feet  fix  inches  high,  arid  a  compadl  neat- 
made  man,*  rather  fquarc  fhoulders,  and  fomewhat  inclined  to 
corpulency,  his  legs  firm  and  well-fet ;  but,  by  nature,  his  fea- 
tures made  him  look  much  older  than  he  really  was,  which  was* 
forty-five.  His  nofe  was  what  we  call  a  parrot's  nofe,  his  eyes 
finall  and  grey  ;  his  mouth  ftood  very  much  inwards,  with  vfery 
thin  lips,  his  chin  pointed  and  prominent,  with  a  pale  com* 
plexion :  but  what  contributed  as  much  as  any  thing  to  favour 
his  diiguife  of  fpeech,  was  his  lofs  of  teeth.  He  walked  exceed- 
jngly  upright,  was  very  adtive  and  quick  in  his  walk,  and  was, 
what  we  dcfcribe  a  man  to  be,  when  we  call  him  a  dapper-made 
man.' 

This  was  his  natural  appearance  ;  but  how  differcnr,  in  his  dif* 
«rVtife,  will  be  feen  from  the  following  ihort  extrad : 

•  In  Odober,  1780,  which  was  about  the  lottery  time, 
Air.  Price  put  an  advertifement  into  the  paper,  in  which  he  re- 
quired  a  fervant  who  had  been  ufcd  to  live  with  a  fingle  gen- 
tleman, and  the  diredion  was  to  C.  C  Marlborough  Ccffee'hot/fr^  , 
Broad-Jlreety  Camaby-market.  An  honett  young  man,  and  who 
then  lived  with  a  mulical  inftrument-maker  in  the  Strand,  whofc 
name,  for  very  obvious  reafons,  we  keepfccret,  not  being  much 
wanted  by  his  mailer,  and  having  been  defired  by  that  mailer  to 
look  into  the  papers  for  a  place,  happened  to  read  Mr.  Price's 
advertifement,  and  accordingly  fcnt  a  letter  to  the  Marlborough 
Coffee-hoDfe,  as  diredled.     He  heard  nothing  further  of  this  for 

a  week,  when  one  evening,  jufl  as  it- was  duflc,  a.coach  drove  up 
to  his  mailer's  door,  and  the  coachman  enquired  for. the  man 
who  had  anfwered  the  adverfifemcnt,  at  the  fame  time  faying 
there  was  a  gentleman  over  the  way  in  a  coach  wanted  to  fpeak 
with  him.'*  On  this  the  young  fellow  was  called,  and  went  to 
the  coach,  where  he  was  defired  to  flep  in.  There  he  faw  an 
apparent  old  man,  a  forcijtncr,  gouty,  Wrapped  up  with  five  Or 
iix  yards  of  fiannel  about  his  legs,  a  camblet  iurtout  buttoned  up 
over  his  chin,  ciofe  to  his  mouth,  a  large  patch  over  hr's  left  eye, 
and  every  part  of  his  face  fo  hid,  that  the  young  fellow  could 
n^t  fee  any  p.irt  of  it,  but  one  eye,  his  nofe,  snd  a  fniall  part  of 
)iis  'cheektf     Td  carry  ou  the  deception  iUll  better,  Mr.  Price 

thought 
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thought  proper  to  places  the  man  on  his  left  fide,  on  which  ^^p 
the  patch  viras,  fo  tbat.the  old  gentleman  could  take  an  aikaun(5B 
look  at  tlie  youn^  man  with  his  right  eye,  and  ditcover  then  only 
H  very  fmail  portion  indeed  of  his  face*  He  appeared  by  thiadii- 
^uife  to  bt  between  fixty  and  fevcnty  years  ot  age ;  and  sifter* 
"wardsy  when  the  man  faw  him  ftanding^  not  muth  under  iix  feet 
high,  owing  to  boots  or  (hoes,  with  heels  very  little  ilefs  than 
four  ittches.  Added  to  this  dcceptiony  he  was  fo  bsuttooodup 
and  ftraightened  as  to  appear  perfedly  lank.' 

'Tie  Life  pf  that  txtra^Huarj  CharaHer^  Mr*  Charles  Price  i 
nvherein  are  minutely  defcrihed  the  various  Artifices  he  made 
life  of  in  circulating  his  Forgeries  on  the  Bank*  8vo.  i^. 
Kidgeway.  • 

Another  .Narratire,  In  fame  parts  copied,  in  others  abrid^e^, 
•from  the  fame  materials,  to  gratify  the  public  curiofity  on  ih^i 
temporary  lubie£t.  This  is  conliderably  lefs  extenfive  than  the 
preceding ;  and  in  (lead  of  the  twocontrafted  figures,  at  full  leagtbf 
conta'tBt  only  a  portrait  of  the  unhappy  man  in  the  drefs  ia 
-which  he  ufually  appeared  abroad. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

WE  acknowlegc  the  receipt  of  the  Old  Planter's  Letter,  and 
.canoniy  add  that  our  opinion  on  that  work  is  eikbiiihed  by.  the 
deciiions  of  the  /ihleft  jiidges*  As  we  have  not  ihe  Pbilofophical 
Tranfa^lions  at  prefent  near  us,  we  cannot  particularly  refer  to 
,the  paper*  It  is  in  French  iand  finglifli;  and  that  which  we 
allude  to,  is  far  fiom  being  fo  paniai  in  its  objedl  as  our  corrc- 
fponjdent  reprefents :  we  recolledt  many  parts  of  it  very  di- 
i^inaiy. 

HAVING,  at  the  clofe  of  our  account  of  Mr.  Feirs  Arifwcr 
to  Mr.  Farmer,  mentioned  the  (imilarity  which  Mr.  Fell  endea- 
vours to  prove  between  the  ideas  of  Mr.  Farmer  and  thofc  gf 
Mr.  Hume  and  lord  Bolingbroke,  on  the  fuhjed  of  Miracles, 
'We  exprc^ed  our  hopes  that  Mr.  Farmer  would  favour  the  world 
:  with  thofe  eScceptions  which  he  wiHica  to  maintain  in  behalf  of 
'  the  miracles  of  holy  writ.     A  correfpondent  informs  us  that  this 
is  what  Mr.  Farmer  had  already  done  in  the  moil:  explicit  and  fa- 
dsfadory  manner,  in  a  palTage  immediately  following.Mr.  Feil*« 
'  laft  quotation.     See  his  Dijfertation  on  Miracles^  p«  77*«-oo. 


A  NOTE,  ap(>arently  in  the  fame  hand-writing,  alTures  ut,  that 
•  nothing  was  farther  from  the  intention  of  tke  £ditor  of  Dr. 
Johnfon's  Life  of  Dr.  Watts,  with  Notes,  &c.  **  than  to  make 
the  public  ^lieve  the"  whole  of  the  work  to  be  Dr.  JdhnfouV 
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CRITICAL  REVIEW. 

'    ''  ■■  ■  — .!■'■  I...  ■  » wi»i*ii     I.* w mni 

For,    M    A    R    C    H,      1786. 


^hi  Htftoty  9f  AncUnt  Gfiete,  its  Cahtfiet,  and  Conqutfts  \  ft^ni 
.  fbt  earliejt  Accounts  till  the  Dtvifiw  of  the  Macidonian  Ehpire' 
in  the  Esift.     Including  the  Htftwy^f  Literature^  Philo/ofby^. 
.  and  the.  Fim  Arts^    In  Two  Voliants.  By  John  Gillies,  LL.D. 
4/9.     zL  2£»  iu' Boards,     CadelL 

TX/Hcrcver  learoing  diffufes  its  influepcey  the  tranfadlions, 
of  aaci^Qt  Greece 'will  continue  to  be  regarded  as  the. 
mod  interesting  in  the  annals  of  human  kind.  So  great  is  the 
fplendoar  which  illuminaies  this  department  of  hUlory,  that 
it  has  excited  the  admiration  of  all  fucceeding  ages  of  xhe^ 
world.  .>for  even  at  prefent,  when  the  fubjedls  of  hiilorical 
livrative  are' multiplied  beyond  the  example  of  formentraB|f)fi^ 
fi^ems  any  to  be  more  happily  adapted  to  the  purpofes  of  Ute- 
rary  gratification*,  Both  in  our  own  and  in  foreign  cpun-^ 
triqs,  the  hiftory  of  Greece  has  lately  employed  the  exertipn, 
of  feveral  writers ;  and  we  now  behold  an  additional  candidate^ 
for  the  public  favour,  in  this  gymnaiium,  if  we  may  ufe  filch 
a  lej'm,  of  hiftorical  abilities. 

On*  a  fobjc^l  fo  often  treated,  however,  it  would  be  vain  tor 
cxpeSL  any  novelty  from  a  writer,  the  moft  induftrious  in  his  re- 
fearcbes.  If  he  draws  his  materials  from  authentic  fources  of 
Information ;  if,  in  dubious  circumftances,  he  weighs  ,with 
judgment  the  dafhing  leftimony  of  different  hiftorians ;  if  he^ 
arranges  the  various  parts  of  the  fubjeft  with  order. and<lper-^ 
ipicttity ;  if  he  preferv^s  a  joft  proportion  in  the  delineati6ja4 
of  the  fereral  objeds,.  and  animates  the  whole  with  a  uniform, 
t^gonf  of  ftyle  and  fentiment ;  he  performs- whatever  can.|if-r 
ford*  graufication  to  the  moft  inqaifitive  reader  of  hiftory,  <«^ 
19  neceflafy  to" obtain  the  approbation  of.  impartial  criticifixU'  < 
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Dr.  Gillies  commences  his  biftoiy  with  A  View  of  the  Pro- 
grefs  of  Civilization  and  Power  in  Greece,  preceding  the 
Trojan  War^  It  is  not  furprifing,  that  on  a  fubjeft  of  fo  re- 
mote antiquity  we  ihould  meet  with  little  fatisfadory  infor- 
mation»  when,  after  a  lapfe  of  feveral  centuries  from  this 
pen  ad,  all  the  efforts  of  the  diligent  Thacydides  proved  in- 
fnfficient  to  tnveftigate,  with  any  prccrfion,  the  ftate  of  his 
country,  during  a  long  revolution  of  ages  antecedent  to  the  time 
in  which  he  lived.  Our  author  obfcrves  in  a  note,  and  the  re- 
mark cannot  be  invalidated  by  any  poiitive  authority,  that, 
admitting  the  common  chronology,  there  is  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  fcattered  fragments  of  Grecian  hiftory  were  preferved 
during  thirteen  centuries  by  oral  tradition.  With  the  ufe  of 
alphabetic  writing,  compofitions  in  profe  began  not  earlier 
than  about  iix  centuries  preceding  the  Chriftian  sera;  and 
though  before  this  time,  many  tranfai5lions  might  be  cele- 
brated by  the  bards,  who  are  known  to  have  been  numerous 
in  ancient  Greece,  }*€t  thofe  rhapfodies,  however  founded  in 
atchievements  which  had  really  exified,  were  too  much  blended 
with  £dlion  ever  to  be  ledeivcd  impiicitfy  as  documents  for 
hiftorical  narrative.  Bur,  dark  as  is  the  cloud  which,  hangs 
ever  this  portion  of  Grecian  hiftory,  the  materials,  it  is  cer- 
taiil,  are  riiore  topious  than  confident  ;  and  to  reduce  them 
to  order  and  perfpicuity,  is  what  thofe  who  are  beft  acquainted 
with  the  difficulty  and  drynefs  of  the  fubjeft,  will  admit  to. 
be  not  an  enviable  tafk. 

After  reciting  the  hiftory  of  the  Trojan  war,  the  author 
takes  k  cciicife  view  of  the  religion,  government,  arts,  man- 
ners, and  charader  of  the  ancient  Greeks ;  and  in  the  fame 
chapter  he  makes  fome  obfervations  on  the  rank  of  women  in 
the  heroic  ages,  concerning  which  we  think  his  remarks  arc 
well  founded. 

•  Two  circumftances  chiefly  have  rendered  it  difficult  to  ex- 
plain the  rank  and  condition  of  women  in  the  heroic  ages.  The 
Greek  word  denoting  a  wife,  is  borrowed  from  a  quality  which 
equally  applies  to  a  concubine,  and  the  fame  term  is  ufed  indif* 
fcrenily  to  exprefs  both.  But, the  women  who  in  ancient  Greece 
fubmitted  to  the  infamy  of  proftitution,  were  generally  captives 
taken  in  war,  who  were  reduced  by  the  cruel  right  of  arms  to 
the  miferable  condition  of  fervitude.  Hence  it  has  been  erro- 
neoufl^  inferred,  that  in  ancient  Greece,  ^^ives  as  well  as  con- 
cubines were  the  flaves  of  cheir  hufbands.  This  miftaken  no- 
tion it  has  been  attempted  to  coiinrm,  not  only  by  infilHng 
on  the  humiliating  condition  of  the  fair  fex  in  the  later  ages 
of  Greece^  but  by  exprefsly  aiTerting,  that)  in  ancient  times^ 
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they  were  purchafed  by  their  hafbands.  Bat  this  is  to  lapport 
one  error  by  another.  Before  entering  into  the  Hate  of  wedlock. 
It  wascaftomary  for  a  man  to  make  a  mutual  exchange  of  pre- 
fents  with  his  intended  father-in-law.  The  Greeks  had  particular 
terms  to  exprefs  the  prefent  which  he  bellowed^  as  well  as  that 
.which  he  received.  The  former,  which  has  no  correfponding 
term  in  the  modern  languages,  is  tran dated  by  the  more  general 
word  **  price,"  which  has  given  rife  to  the  falfe  notion  of  the 
purchafe  and  fervitude  of  women  ;  but  the  latter,  which  may 
with  propriety  be  tranllated  '*  dower,"  was  given  as  a  provi*  ' 
fion  for  the  wife,  both  during  marriage  and  after  its  diffolution^ 
and  was  fufiicient  to  deliver  her  from  that  fuppofed  Hate  of  de- 
pendence on  the  hufband,  which  never  had  any  exillence  but 
in  the  imagination  of  the  fy Itematic  writers  of  the  prefent 
age.' 

We  cannot  help  exprefEn^  a  wifh  that  our  author  had  taken 
a  more  comprehenfive  vie>y  of  the  manners  and  cuHoms  of  the 
ancient  Greeks,  than  we  find  he  has  done  in  the  courfe  of  the 
chapter  above  quoted.  A  delineation  of  fome  t)f  them  in  par- 
ticular, which  he  has  totally  omitted,  would  have  greatly  con« 
tributed  towards  affording  a  more  clear  and  adequate  idea  of 
the  genius  of  that  celebrated  people.  We  likewife  wifh  that 
he  had  attempted  to  trace  the  gradual  decay  of  that  gensrolity 
of  charader,  which  diftinguifhed  the  heroic  ages,  and  fhewn 
by  what  caufes  a  nation,  where  commerce  had  not  yet  fiou- 
rifhed  to  fuch  an  extent  as  to  introduce  any  great  degree  of 
luxury,  could  degenerate  fo  much  from  the  magnanimous  fim- 
plicity  of  their  ancellors.  With  refpcft  to  the  latter  of  ihefe, 
indeed,  we  meet  with  a  few  obfervations  in  a  fubfequent  chap- 
ter, which  are  as  follow  : 

*  As  the  (ingular  manners  and  events  of  the  heroic  ages  na- 
turally produced  the  lofty  ftrains  of  the  epic  mufe,  \o  ti.e  ftat* 
of  fociety  in  Greece,  during  the  immediately  fucceeding  pe- 
riods, highly  favoured  the  introduction  of  other  kinds  of  poetry. 
The  abolition  of  the  royal  governments  gave  free  fcope  to  the 
i^ftivity  and  turbulence  of  democracy  ;  apd  the  rivalfliips  and 
enmities  of  neighbouring  flates,  rankling  in  the  minds  of  their 
citizens,  prepared  the  imaginations  of  men  for  taking  a  ma- 
lignant pleafure  in  ivorks  of  inveftive  and  reproach.  The  in- 
numerable caufes  of  alienation,  hatred,  and  difguft,  which 
operated  alfo  within  the  bofom  of  each'Httle  republic,  opened 
an  inexhauttible  fource  of  fatire.  The  competitions  for  civil' 
offices,  for  military  command,  and  for  other  places  of  trud, 
profit,  or  honour,  all  of  which  were  conferred  by  the  free  fiif- 
frages  of  the  people,  occafioned  irreconcilable  variance  between 
the  ambitious  members  of  the  fame  community,  and  fubjedled 
the  chara^el-s  of  men  to  mutual  fcrutiny  and  remark.    The 

M  z  fen- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


164.'  Gillies^  Hiftory  of  Ancitifit  Greece, 

fentinvents  of  the  Greeks  not  being  perverted  by, the  habits  of 
flavery,  nor  reftraincd  by  the,  terrors  of  a  defpot,  they  boldly 
exprefled  what  they  freely  thought ;  they  might  openly  declare 
a  juft  contempt ;  and,  while  they  extolled  in  the  lofty  ode  and 
fwelling  panegyric  the  heroes  and  patriots  whom  they  admiried, 
they  lalhed  the  cowards  and  traitors  wht)ni  they  dcfpifcd,  with 
all  the  fc verity  of  fatire.* 

Our  author's  obfervatipns  on. the  influence  of  the  siuitcal 
and  poetical  contells,  related  in  the  fame  chapter  with  the 
preceding  extraft,  are  likewife  not  unworthy  of  attention* 

**  In  explaining  the  influence  of  the  Grecian  foJemnities, 
lye  muft  not  forget  the  mufical  and  poetical  exhibitions,  whichi, 
from  being  employed  to  reward  the  vidors  in  the  gymnaftic  ex- 
crcifes,  came  to  be  themfelves  thought  worthy  of  reward.  The 
martial  lefibns  of  Tyrtaeus  and  Callinus  admirably  confpired 
with  the  effeds  which  have  already  been  defcribed,  encourag-* 
itig  the  firm  and  manly  virtues  both  by  the  enthuflafm  witli 
which  their  precepts  were  conveyed,  and.  by  the  lively  itiipref- 
iions  which  they  gave  of  thofe  objccSts  for  which  it  is  important 
to  contend.  The  courage  dejpending  on  blood  and  nerves  is 
uncertain  and  traniitory  in  its  exigence,  and  even,  while  it 
exifts,  itaay  be  indiflferently  employed  to  purpofes  beneficial  or 
deilru6live.  It  belonged  to  the  martial  bards  to  determine  its 
doubtful  nature,  to  fix  and  illuftrate  its  genuine  motives,  and 
to  dij-ed  it  to  the  proper  objeds  of  its  purfuit. 

*  The  mufical  entertainments  thus  flrengthened,  refined,  and 
exalted  the  rtiapiy  principles  infpired  by  all  the  cuftoms  and  in- 
ilitutions  of  that-warlike  age.  But  as  bravery  is  a  hardy  plant 
that  grows in  every  foil,  the  moft  beneficial  confequence  of  the 
arts  confifted  in  infufing  a  proper  mixture  of  foftnefs  and  fen- 
fibility  into  the  Grecian  charader.  This  is  well  known  to  be 
their  cffed  in  every  country  where  they  are  allowed  to  fiouriih. 
^he  Greeks,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  required  their  afliftance  ; 
nor  could  it  have  been  poffible  for  that  people,  without  the 
happy  influence  of  the  arts,' to  controul  the  barbarity  naturally 
occafjoned  by  their  conftant  employment  in  war,  the  favagc 
^cruelty  introduced  by  the  practice  of  domelHc  fervitude,  and 
the  intolerable  ferocity  which  feems  eifentially  inherent  in  the 
nature  of  democratical  government.  Amidft  thefe  fburces  of 
degeneracy  and  cocruption,  the  time  and  application  necefl'ary 
to  attain  proficiency  in  the  purfuits  of  genius,  habituated  the 
Greeks  to  gentle  amuferaents,  and  innocent  pleafures.  The 
honours  and  rewards  bellowed  on  the  fuccefsful  candidates  for 
literary  fame,  engaged  them  to  feek  happinefs  and  glory  in  the 
peaceful  fha^e  of  retirement,  as  well  as  on  the  contentious 
theatre  of  adive  life  ;  and  the  obfervations  and  difcoveries  oc- 
caiapnally  fuggeftcd  by  the  free  communication  §f  fentiraent» 
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dreogtbened  and  confirmed  thofe  bappy  prejudices  which  com- 
bat on  the  fide  of  virtue,  and  enforce  the  pradice  of  fuch  rules 
of  behaviour  as  are  moft  ufeful  and  agreeable  "in  fociety. 

*  If  the  muiical  and  literary  entertainments  acquired  fuch 
an  happy  influence  over  the  moral  difpofitions  of  the  heart, 
they  produced  a  ftill  more  coniiderable  eifeft  on  the  intellcftual 
facalues  of  the  mind.  It  is  almod  impoilibley  in  the  prefent 
age,  to  conceive  the  full  extent  of  their  efficacy  in  improving 
the  memory,  animating  the  imagination,  and  corrediog  the 
judgment.  As  to  the  memory,  indeed,  there  is  a  period  in 
the.  progrefs  of  fociety  preceding  the  introdudlion  of  writing, 
when  the  energies  of.  this  faculty  have  been  exerted  among 
many  nations  with  a  wonderful  degree  of  force.  Even  among 
the  barbarous  Celtic  inhabitants  of  our  own  ifland,  the  Druidii 
could  repeat  an  incredible  namber  of  verfes,  containing  the 
knowledge  of  their  hiflory,  laws,  and  rpligion  i  and  a  period 
of  twenty  years  was  required  to  complete  the  poetical  Itudies  of 
a  candidate  for  the  priefthood. 

*  But  if  the  Greeks  were  equalled  by  other  nations  in  the 
jexercife  of  the  memory,  they  have  always  been  unrivalled  in 
the  delicacy  of  their  taile,  and  the  inimitable  charms  of  their 
fancy.  Thefe  excellencies,  whether  originally  produced  by 
natural  or  moral  caufes,  or  more  probably  by  a  combination  of 
both,  were,  doubtiefs,  extended. and  improved  by  emulation 
and  habitual  erercife.  To  this  cxercife  the  public  folemnities 
afforded  a  proper  field;  and,  in  the  contefts  of  mufic  and 
poetry,  were  difplayed  the  opening  blofforas  of  Grecian  genius, 
bio/Toms  which  afterwards  ripened  into  thofe  fruits  of  philofo- 
phy  and  eloquence,  that  will  form  the  admiration  and  delight 
of  the  lafl;  ages  of  the  world.' 

The  public  tranfaftions  of  ancient  Greece  were  fo  much 
influenced  by  the  paflions  of  men,  that  the  recital  of  them 
jprefents  us  not  only  with  the  general  hiftory  of  the  feveral 
ftatcs,  but  what  is  yet  more  inftrudive  to  a  philofophical 
,  reader,  with  that  of  the  human  mind.  In  different  parts  of 
the  prefent  work.  Dr.  Gillies  has  attempted  to  avail  himfclf  of 
this  obfervation  ;  and  we  frequently  find  him  deducing  moral 
refledlions  from  the  events  which  he  defcribes.  In  the  account 
which  he  gives  of  the  Grecian  philofophy,  he  has  adopted 
the  opinion  of  the  moft  approved  writers  on  the  fubjeft ;  as 
he  has  likewife  done,  in  delivering  the  literkry  charader  of 
the  poets  and  other  writers,  whofe  tranfcendent  merits  have 
immortalized  the  fame  of  their  country. 
^  The  hillory  of  Greece,  fo  far  as  it  can  now  be  collefted, 
being  already  well  known,  we  have  hitherto  confined  our  ex- 
tra^s  to  other  parts  of  the  narrative  ;  but  before  we  conclude 
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cur  account  of  the  firft  volume,  we  (hall  lay  before  onr  read- 
ers the  following  fpecimen  of  the  author's  ftyk,  in  the  hiftori- 
cal  part  of  the  work,  ^ 

*  While  the  city  (Athens)  fell,  a  prey  to  accumulated  evils, 
the  country  was  laid  wafte  by  an  implacable  enemy.  On  the 
pre/ent  occalion,  the  confederates  advanced  beyond  Athens  ; . 
they  deftroyed  the  works  of  the  miners  on  Mount  Laurium  ; 
and,  having  ravaged  all  that  fouthern  diilrid,  as  well  as  the 
coaft  oppofite  to  Eubcea  and  Naxos,  they  traced  a  line  of  deva- 
Nation  along  the  Marathonian  fhore,  the  glorious  fccne  of  an 
immortal  victory,  obtained  by  the  valour  of  Athens,  in  defence 
of  thofe  very  ftates  by  which  her  own  territories  were  now  fb 
cruelly  defolated, 

/  •  If  confcious  wifdom  and  re<^itude  were  not  fuperior  to 
every  aflault  of  fortupe,  the  manly  foul  of  Pericles  muft  have 
funk  under  the  weight  of  fuch  multiplied  calamities.  But  his 
fortitude  flill  fupported  him  amidil  the  flood  of  public  and  do- 
medic  woe.  With  decent  and  magnanimous  compofure  he 
beheld  the  unhappy  fate  of  his  numerous  and  flourifhing  fa- 
mily, fucceffively  fnatched  away  by  the  rapacious  peftilence. 
At  the  funeral  of  the  laft  of  his  fons  he  dropped,  indeed,  a 
few  reludlant  tears  of' paternal  tendernefs.  But,  afhamed  of 
this  momentary  weaknefs,  he  bent  his  undejedted  mind  to  the 
defence  of  the  republic.  Having  colle6tcd  an  hundred  Athe* 
rian,  together  with  fifty  Chian  or  Lefbian  vefTels,  he  failed 
through  the  Saronic  gulph,  and  ravaged  the  unprotedled  coafts 
of  Elis,  Argos,  and  Laconia.  While  this  armament  weighed 
anchor  in  the  Pirseus,  there  happened  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun, 
which  terrified  the'  fuperftitious  mariners,  whofe  minds  were 
already  clouded  by  calamity.  The  pilot  of  the  admiral  galley 
betrayed  the  piofl  unmanly  cowardice,  when  Pericles,  throwing 
a  cloak  before  his  eyes,  afked,  "  whether  the  obfcurity  fur- 
prifed  him  ?'*  the  pilot  anfwering  in  the  negative,  **  neither," 
rejoined  Pericles,  ^*  ought  an  eciipfeof  the  fun,  occafioned  by 
the'  intervention  of  the  revolving  planet,  which  intercepts  its 
light.'' 

*  Having  arrived  on  the  Argolic  coaft,  the  Athenians  laid 
iie^e,  to  the  facred  city  Epidaurus,  whofe  inhabitiints  gloried  in 
the  peculiar  favour  ot  iEfculapius,  The  plague  again  break- 
ingout  in  the  fleet,  was  naturally  afgribed  to  the  vengeance  of 
that  offended  divinity.  They  raifed  the  fiege  of  Epidaurus; 
nor  were  their  operations  more  fuccefsful  againft  Troezene, 
flermione,  and  other  Peloponnefiah  cities.  They  took  only 
the  fmall  fortrefs  of  Prafise,  a  fea-port  of  Laconia,;  after  which 
they  returned  to  the  Piraeus,  afiii6ted  with  the  peftilence,  and 
without  having  performed  any  thing  that  correfponded  to  the 
greatpefe  of  the  armament,  or  the  public  expedlation.  ' 
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*  Tlic  Athenian  expedition  into  Thrace  was  llil]  more  on  for- 
tunate. Into  that  country  Agnon  conduced  a  body  of  four 
thoufand  men,  to  co-operate  with  Phormio,  in  the  ficge  of  Po- 
tidsea.  But  in  the  fpace  of  forty  days,  he  ]o(l  one  thoufand 
and  fifty  men  in  the  plague  ;.and  the  only  confequence  of  his 
expedition  was,  to  inf'ed  the  northern  ariny  with  that  melan* 
choly  diforder. 

*  Thefe  multiplied  difaders  reduced  the  Athenians  to  de« 
fpair.  Their  fuiFerings  exceeded  example  and  belief,  while 
they  were  deprived  of  the  only  expelled  confolation,  the  plea* 
fureH)f  revenge.  The  bulk  of  the  people  defired  peace  on  any 
terms.  AmbaiTadors  were  fent  to  Sparta,  but  not  admitted  to 
an  audience.  The  orators  clamoured  and  traduced  ^ericles* 
The  andifcerning  populace  afcribed  their  misfortunes^  to  the 
unhappy  effed  of  his  councils  ;  but  his  magnanimity  did  not 
yet  forfake  him,  and,  for  the  lad  time,  he  addreil'ed  the  aiTem^ 
bly  :  •*  Yoilr  anger,  Athenians  !  occaiions  no  furprife,  becaufe 
it  comes  not  unexpected.  Your  complaints  excite  fio  refenc- 
menty  becaufe  to  complain  is  the  right  of  the  miferable.  .-  Yet* 
as  you  midake  both  the  caufe  and  the  meafure  of  your  prefent 
calamity,'!  will  venture  toexpofe  fuch  dangerous,  and,  if  not 
fpecdily  corrected,  fuch  fatal  errors.  The  juftice  and  neceffity 
of  the  war  I  have  often  bad  occafion  to  explain  :  it  is  juil  that 
you  who  have  proteded  and  faved,  ihould  govern  Greece:  it 
is  neceiTary,  if  you  would  affert  your  pre-eminence,  that  you 
ihould  now  refiil  the  Peloponne/ians.  On  maintaining  this  re- 
folutioo,  not  your  honour  only,  but  your  fafety,  depends.  The 
fovercignty  of  Greece  cannot,  like  an  empty  pageant  of  gran- 
deur, be  taken  up  with  indifference,  or  without  danger  laid 
down.  That  well-earned  dominion,  which  yoa'have  fometimes 
exercifed  tyrannically,  mud  be  upheld  and  defended,  otherwife 
you  m4ift  fubmit,  without  refource,  to  the  rcfcntment  of  your 
injured  allies,  and  the  animoiity  of  your  inveterate  enemies. 
The  hardships  to  which  you  were  expofed  from  the  latter,  I 
forefaw  and  foretold ;  the  pedilencc,  that  fudden  and  impro* 
bable  di^afler,  it  was  impoilible  for  human  prudence  to  conjec- 
ture ;  yet  great  and  unexpected  as  our  calamities  have  been, 
«nd  continue,  they  are  ilill  accidental  and  traniitory,  while  the 
advantages  of  this  necciTary  war  are  permanent,  and  its  glory 
will  be  immortal.  The  greatnefs  of  that  empire  which  we  Itrive 
to  uphold,  extends  beyond  the  territories  of  our  molt  diltanc 
allies.  Of  the  two  elements,  deftined  for  the  ufe  of  men,  the 
feaand  the  land,  we  abfoluteJy  command  the  one,  nor  is  there 
any  kingdom,  or  republic,  or  confederacy,  that  pretends  -to 
difpute  our  dominion.  Let  this  confederation  elevate  oar  hopes ; 
and  perfonal  afliCtions  will  difappear  at  the  view  of  public 
profperity.  J^et  us  bear,  with  refignation,  the  llrokes  of  pro- 
vidence ;  and  we  fhall  repel,  with  vigour,  the  a/Taults  of  your 
enemies.     It  is  the  hereditary  and  glorious  diftindion  of  our 
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rcptibliCj  never  to  yield  to  advcrfity.  We  ha^ve  de£td  i$.ngerf 
expended  tVeafure  and  blood  ;  and,  amidil  obdinate  and  fo$' 
midable  wars,  augmented  the  power,  and  extended  the  fsLtaCf 
of  a  city,  unrivalled  in  wealth,  populoufnefs,  and  fplendour,  . 
and  governed  by  laws  and  ihilitutions  worthy  its  magnincenc^ 
and  renown.  If  Athens  muft  perifh  (as  what  haman  grandeur 
is  not  fubje£t  to  decay  ?)  let;  her  never  fall,  at  leaft,  through 
^9tfr  pniillanimity,;  a  fall  that  would  cancel  the  merit  of  our 
former  virtue,  and  deftroy  at  once  that  edifice  of  glory  which 
ft  has  been  the  work  of  ages  to  rear,  Whpn  our  walls  and 
harbours  are  no  more ;  when  the  terror  of  our  navy  (hall  have 
ceafed,  and  oar  external  magnificence  fallen  to  decay,  the 
gloty  of  Athens  ihall  remain.  This  is  the  prize  which  I  have 
Sitherto  exhorted,  and  fiill  exhort  you  to  defend,  regardlefs  of 
|he  clamours  of  floth,  the  fufpicions  of  cowardice,  or  the  pcr- 
fcGution  of  envy," 

*-  Such  were  the  fentiments  of  Pericles,  who,  on  this  occa- 
iion,  declared  to  his  afTembled  countrymen,  with  the  freedom 
of  confcious  merit,  that  he  felt  himfelf  inferior  to  none  in  wiiV 
rdom  to  difcover,  and  abilities   to  explain  and  promote,  the 
;  meafures  rooft  honourable  and  ufeful ;  that  be  was  a  Sincere  and 
4  grdcnt  lover  of  the  republic,  unbiaiTed  by  the  dictates  of  fclf- 
afhndfs,  unfeduced  by  the  allurements  of  partiality,  and  fupe- 
rior  to  the  temptations  of  avarice.     The  anger  of  the  Athe? 
nians  evaporated  in  impofing  on  him  a  fmall  fine,  and  foon 
after  they  re-eledtcd  him  general.     The  integrity  and  roanJy 
firmnefs  of  his  mind  rcftored  the  fainting  courage  of  the  re- 
public.    They  refcued  the  dignity  of  JPericles  fro|n  the  rage 
of  popular  frenzy  ;  but  they  could  not  defend  his  life  againft 
the  infeflious  malignity  of  the  pefi^ilence.    Jie  died  two  years 
and  Sx  months  after  the  commencement  of  the  war.    The  char 
rafter  which  he  draws  of  himfelf  is  copfirroed  by  the  impartial 
vpice  of  hiftory,  which  adds  a  few  circumilances  proper  to  con- 
firm the  texture  of  a  virtuous  and  lafting  famfj.     During  the 
£rft  invafion  of  the  Pelp^onneiians,  he  declared  that  he  >vould 
convey  his  extcniive  abd  valuable  eftate  to  the  public,  if  it 
ihould  be  excepted  from  the  general  devaHation,  by  the  policy 
pT  the  gratitude  of  Archidamus,  his  hereditary  gueft  and  friend. 
Yet  this  generous  patriot  lived  with  the  mofl  exemplary  <3eco« 
liomy  in  his  perfbnal  and  domeflic  expence.  His  death-bed  was 
jitirrounded  by  bis  numerous  admirers,  who  dwelt  with  conlr 
placencc  on  the  illuftrious  exploits  of  his  glorious  life.     While 
fhey  recounted  the  wifdom^of  his  government,  and  enumerated 
,  |hc  long  feries  of  his  vidories  by  fea  an^  land,  '*  You  forget," 
faid  the  dying  flacefman  and  fage,  *'  you  forget  the  only  va- 
luable part  of  liiy  chara£ler :  none  of  my  fellow- citizens  wa$ 
ever  compelled,  through  any   adion   of  mine,   to  aifume  a 
tnourpin'g  robe,    ^e  ex|>ired,  teaching  an  inyaluable  leiibxr  to 
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btttnato  kind,  that  in  the  laft  important  hour,  when  all  othe^ 
objc^s  difappear,  or  lofe  their  value,  the  rccolledion  of  an  in' 
Bocent  life  is  ftill  prefent  to  the  mind,  and  ilill  afibrds  confola* 
tion^  more  valaable  than  Pericles  could  derive  from  his  nine 
trophies  ere^ed  over  the  enemies  of  his  country,  from  his  long 
and  profperous  adminiflration  of  forty  years,  the  depth  of  his 
political  wifdom,  the  perfeftion  of  his  military  and  naval  fUlI, 
and  the  immortal  fame  of  his  unrivalled  eloquence.* 

Through  the  early  part  of  this  hiftory,  where  an  author  is 
under  the  necelTity  of  having  recourfe  to  stxy  obfcure  mate- 
rials^ Dr.  GilHeswhas  implicitly  followed,  as  indeed  he  could 
not  do  otherwife,  the  common  tradl  of  preceding  hiftorians : 
nor  has  he,  in  general,  lefs  clofely  adhered  to  the  ufual  au- 
thorities, in  the  more  enlightened  periods  of  his  fubjeft,  not- 
withftanding  what  he  informs  us,  of  his  having  confulted 
Ancient  writers,  whofe  works  are  feldom  perufco.  He  has, 
at  the  fame  time,  in  various  places,  endeavoured  to  erabellifk 
A  trite  narrative  with  ornaments  rather  meretricious  than  fuit- 
^ble  to  the  gravity  of  hiftorical  compofiiion.  But  we  are  al- 
ways inclined  to  view  with  a  degree  of  indulgence  the  conduct 
of  a  writer,  who,  when  he  cannot  maintain  a  novelty  of  fen- 
Ument,  defcends  to  folicit  the  imagination. 

[Ttf  be  concluded  in  our  next.^ 


Ancient  Scottijh  Poems ^  never  before  in  Print ;  but  nonv  publified 
from  the  MS.  ColleSiions  of  Sir  Richard  Mait land,  of  Lething-- 
tony-  Knight y  Lord  Pri'uy  Seal  of  Scotland,  and  a  Senator  of 
the  College  of  Jujlice.  Comfrifing  Pieces  fwritien  from  about 
1420  ////  1586.  With  large  Notes,  and  a  Glojary.  Vol.  /. 
iJi^tf.     6s.  in  Boards,     Dillv. 

'^  HE  laudable  deiire  of  examining  the  antiquities  of  cor 
^  country,  has  occafioned  many  works  of  our  old  poets 
to  be  emancipated  from  the  dull  and  obfcurity  of  mully  libra* 
ries,  that  they  may  be,  for  a  fhort  period,  admired  by  anti-  - 
quaries  acquainted  with  old  language,  and  perhaps  return  to 
oblivion,  probably  to  a  durance  from  which  they  will  not 
^gaip  efcape.  While  this  tafte  continued,  many  modern  poem^ 
were  given  to  the  publiqas  ancient,  which,  though  they  could 
never,  for  a  nioment,  impofe  on  the  real  judge,  have  been 
greedily  received,  -and  held  up  to  admiration,  as  precious  mo- 
numents of  ancient  genius  :  poems,  really  ancient,  have  beea 
fecovered  from  the  cobwebs  by  which  they  were  concealed, 
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and  from  worr/.s;  which  h^d  already  commenced  their  deprc* 
dations.  Two  vol amcs  of  this  kind,  of  fuperior  merit,  were 
noticed  in  our  fifty- fecond  and  fifty-iixth  volumes  :  other  col- 
ledlions  we  fhall,  in  pity  to  their  editors,  conceal,  though  we 
mean  not  to  confign  to  oblivion  Dr.  Percy's  elegant  work,  the 
Evergreen,  or  lord  Hailes'  publication  from  the  Banantyne 
IvIS.  The  latter,  though  little  known,  deferves  confiderable 
praife.  The  Evergreen .  firft  communicated  fome  valuable 
pieces;  but  it  is,  in  many  refpefts,  an  inaccurate,  and,  in 
others,  an  exceptionable  publication  :  if  we  wifhed  to  know 
the  tafle  of  the  pfefent  times,  we  fhould  not  dive  into  the 
annals  of  Grut-ftreet ;  and  a  few  of  the  pieces  colledled  by 
Ramfay  are  of  the  grofleft  kind.  It  is  alfo  juftly  obferved 
by  lord  Hailes,  that  thofe  '  who  look  in  the  Evergreen  for 
the  ftate  of  language  and  poetry  among  the  Scots,  during 
the  fixteenth  century,  will  be  mifled  or  difappointed  ;*  for  he 
has  modernized  the  verification,  and  altered  the  fpelling. 

Mr.  Pinkerton  tells  us,  in  his  title,  that  thefe  pieces  were 
r>cver  before  in  print,  and  now  publilhed  from  the  manufcript 
collediions  of  fir  Richard  Maitland,  comprifing  pieces  written 
from  about  1420  to  1586.  This  may  be  very  true  ;  but  he 
informs  us  alfo  that  it  is  eafy  to  deceive;  and  that,  from  the 
fentiments,  idioms,  and  tranfitions,  he  is  certain  that  Har- 
dyknute,  a  pretended  ancient  poem,  is  the  prodOdion  of  this 
century,  and  written  by  fir  John  Bruce.    But  he  goes  on. 

*  Of  the  Second  Part  of  Hardyknute,  written  in  \jy6^  bat 
not  publifhed  till  1781,  the  editor  mull  now  confefs  himfelf 
guilty.  As  for  his  fecret,  he  has  obferved  the  Horatian  precept 
he  at  firft  laid  down  to  himfelf,  nonum  prcmatur  in  annum \  and 
rcqucfts  pardon  both  of  his  friends  and  the  public  for  keeping 
it  to  himfelf.  The  fiftion,  as  the  publifher  can  inform,  could 
not  pofiibly  have  any  fordid  view,  as  the  MS.  was  prefented  to 
him,  and  one  half  of  the  future  profits,  which  was  ofFercd» 
v.'as  refufed.  For  the  impofition,  it  was  onl/  meant  to  give 
pleafuie  to  the  public;  and  no  vanity  could  be  ferved  where 
ihe  name  was  unknown.  As  to  the  vanity  or  pleafure  of  im- 
pofing  on  others,  if  there  be  fuch  ideas,  they  are  quite  un- 
known to  the  editor.  Perhaps,  like  a  very  young  man  as  he 
was,  be  had  piilhcd  one  or  two  points  of  the  deception  a  little 
too  far  ;  ^but  he  always  thought  that  novel  and  poetry  had  no 
bounds  of  fiction.' 

Again, 

«  Since  the  editor  is  in  the  confeflional,  he  muft  not  omit 
that,  in  the  firft  volume  of  the  Seledl  Scotch  Ballads,  befide 
the  Second  Part  of  Hardyknutr,  N^  v6\  The  Laird  of  Wood- 
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^oufelie  is  written  by  him,  as  is  No.  17,  Lord  Livingllon  ;  yet 
of  both  be  had  fmall  lines  from  tradition.  No.  18,  Binnone»' 
is  one  half  from  tradition,  one  half  by  the  editor  ;  though  he- 
coold  not  now  hlmfelf  diftinguifli  the  lines.  No.  19,  Death 
of  Mcnteith,  is  wholly  by  the  editor,  upon  no  traditiion  what- 
ever. No.  20,  Lord  Airth'tf  Complaint,  is  from  a  MS,  then^. 
and  now.  in  the  editor's  pon'eilion.  No.  21,  I  wiih  I  wer^e: 
where  Helen  lyes,  is  all  the  editor's,  fave  the  three  firft  line*, 
which  he  heard  a  lady  repeat.  Lord  Hailes  informs  him  that 
there  is  another  ballad  beginning 

**  I  wiih  I  were  where  Helen  ly^  ^ 

On  fair  Kirkonel  lee," 

that  is  very  pathetic ;  and  that  he  has  heard  a  lady  repeat  it 
who  is  now  dead.  Ramfay,  however,  in  the  Tea-  fable  Mif- 
ceilany,  giv^s  a  fong  to  this  tune,  which  (hows  that  the  editor'^ 
meafure  is  right ;  repeating  the  fecond  and  fourth  line  for  pa- 
thetic effeft.  Of  the  l^'ragments,  III.  and  IV.  are  wholly  by 
the  editor.  In  the  fecond  volume,  Nos.  XXVi.  XXIX,  XXXL 
XXXIV.  XXXVL  XL.  XLIIL  XLV.  XLVIII.  are  wholly  by 
the  editor,  who  only  obferves^  in  a  note,  p.  1S8,  that  thefe 
pieces  **  have  not  appeared  in  print." 

It  requires  a  more  accurate  examination  jthan  we  have  been 
able  to  beftow,  and  a  longer  difcuffion  than  our  limits  will 
admit,  to  determine  whether  our  editor  has  been  praftiiing  his 
ufual  manoeuvres.  After 'reading  his  confefiion,  we  fufpcfted, 
in  two  poems,  modern  tranfitions,  and  an  elegance  of  phraseo- 
logy^ unfui table  to  the  times ;  but  perhaps  we  have  been 
too  fcrupulous  :  the  former  dupe  fees  fallacy  in  every  counte- 
nance ;  and  will  naturally  believe,  that  he  who  could  once 
impofe  on  the  public,  may  do  it  again.  In  general,  Mr, 
Pinkerton  feems  to  have  been  a  correct  tranfcriber,  and  We  arc 
inclined,  in  the  greater  number  of  inilances^  to  acqurt  him 
of  this  fpecies  of  literary  forgery. 

The  Preface  gives  an  account  of  the  poems,  and  abounds 
with  original  and  learned  obfervations,  and  bold  dogmatical 
aiTertions.  We  were  tranfported  again  to  the  Letters  of  Ro- 
bert Heron,  Efq.  and  were  ready  to  exclain,  *  aut  Erafmi  eft 
aut  Diaboli.'  Perhaps  we  may  catch  this  changing  Proteus, 
who  ihifts  his  fhape  with  fuch  wonderful  rapidity,  and  he  will 
probably,  prove  an  '  alter  &  idem,'  varying,  like  fome  late 
adventurers,  in  his  drefs,  but  generally  discoverable  by  his 
gait.  If  Mr.  Pinkerton  and  Mr.  Heron  are  the  fame,  he 
will  deferve  our  attention  ;  fince  his  acquiiitions,  at  fo  early 
an  age,  are  indeed  furprifing  ;  for  he  is  now  only  twenty- 
eight  years  old.  At  a  more  mature  period,  he  qjay  learn  to 
(diilrud  himfelf;  he  may  forget  his  dogn^tifm  and  illibtxality, 
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and  retain  only  his  knowlege  and  his  genius :  he  then  wouI<I 
l>c,a  pleafing  companion,  a  valuable  friend,  and  we  ftioutd 
recognize  him  with  pJeafarc. 

Ancient  poetry,  the  feaft,  the  dear  delight  of  the  antiquary, 
\t  not  very  generally  reliftied  :  wa  were  roufed  into  a  tempo- 
rary cnthuiiafm  by   t^c  ancient  modern   OiSan  ;  but,  whea 
other  editors"  attempted  to  gratify  this  taile,  by  poems  morje 
certainly  of  an  early  date,  and  fpellirig  more  antiquated,  the 
labour  of  reading  was  not  repaid  by  the  pleafures  which,  wer^ 
communicated  by  the  poetry,     A  refined  age  liiuft  have  all 
its  amufements,  without  the  labour  of  attainment  ;  and  even 
Chatterton's  more  polifhed  lines  did  not  compenfate  for  the 
obfcurity  thrown  around  them  by  the  old  fpelling  :  we  believe 
that  they  were  more  generally  celebrated  than   re?rd.     Every 
ancient  poem  is  unequal,  and  its  real  nierits  are  not  well  un* 
derftood.     A  concife,  comprehenfive,  bold  exprefTion  ;  a  ge- 
nuine ftroke  of  nature,  warm  from  the  heart ;  occaiional  views 
ef  manners  with  which  we  are  little  acquainted ;  and  feme 
beautiful   poetical  imagery,   aire   interfperfed  ;    but   they   are 
*  rari,  nantes  in  gurgite  valto,'     Pages  of  prolix,   unintereH- 
ing  dcfcription,  a  long  dull  allegory,  and  fometimes  grcfs  in- 
decencies, fill  up  the  piflure  ;  relieved,  indeed,  by  occafional 
beauties,  but  obfcured  by  dark  tints,  and  rendered  frequently 
difgufting  by  uncouth  obje£ls.    It  may  be  afked,  to  what  pur- 
pofe  they  are  publilhed  ?  They  are  ufeful,  as  they  mark  the 
progrefs  of  fociety  and  language :  in  fpite  of  the  laudatores 
'    temporis  afti,  they  endear  to  us  our  own  times  ;  and  thole 
who  can  read  them  with  eafe  are  highly  delighted  with  tran- 
fient  gleams  af  nature,  ^Icgance,  and  poetry..    Our  editor  i^ 
a  little  more  fanguine. 

•  Upon  the  whole,  the  editor  hopes  that  this  colledioa, 
which  to  him  has  afforded  an  amufemcnt  and  relaxation' from 
more  important  ftudy,  will  alfo  afford  fome  amufement  to  the 
public;  if  fimple  and  gcouine  poetry  may  pleafe  a  refined 
^^opk,  or  if  plain  fenfe  may  hope  lo  be  read  in  this  age  of 
fcntiment  and  fuicide.  The  antiquated  language  and  orthogra- 
phy may  perhaps  militate  againft  the  intrinfic  merit  of  the 
f)oetry  ;  but  every  reader  of  Chaucer  may,  with  very  little  help 
rom  th€  Gloffary,  pcrufe  this  colleaion.' 

Wc  believe  that 

«  No  man  i^  either  kingdom  would  wilh  an  extini^ion  ©f  the 
Scottifli  dialed  in  poetry.     At  firft,  as  ftxewn  in  the  following 
.  Eflay,  a  filler,  language,  it  became  a  kind  of  Doric  dialed  tp 
the  Englifti ;  and  has  a  fimplicity  which  will  always  recom- 
mend it  where  that  charader  ought  to  prevail.    B^t  it  were  tp 
'  *        '  be 
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l>e  Wifted,  thatitfhould  be  regarded  in  both  kingdoms  equally 
as  only  an  ancient  and  a  poetical  language ;  and  nothing  can 
take  it  To  much  out  of  the  hands  of  the  vulgar  as  a  rigid  pre- 
fer vation  of  the  old  fpelling.  Were  there  no  Scottifh  books 
that  the  common  people  in  Scotland  could  read,  their  know- 
Icge  of  the  Englifli  would  increafe  very  rapidly.  But  while 
they  are  enraptured  with  Barbour's  Hiftory  of  Bruce,  Blind 
Hary's  Life  of  Wallace,  and  the»works  of  fir  David  Li«dfay» 
books  to  be  "found  in  modern  fpelling  at  this  day  in  almo^ 
every  cottage  of  Scotland,  their' old  diale<^  will  maintain  its' 
ground.  Were  thefe  books  to  he  publiftied  only  in  their  origi- 
nal orthography,  not  one  in  a  hundred  of  the  peafantry  could 
read  them^  andof  courfe  they  would  be  forced  to  read  Englifli.' 
In  fliort,  the  old,  Scotifh  poets  ought  to  be  regarded  in  the 
faiqe  light  as  Chaucer  and  the  old  EngUlh  ones ;  and  who  fuf* 
pefls  that  the  perufalof  the  latter  can  injure  the  purity  of  En- 
gjilh  convcrfation  or  writing  ?  The  contrary  h  fo  far  true,  that 
1  will  venture  to  fay  that  a  man  who  writes  a  language,  with- 
out acquaintance  with  its  early  ftate,  may  compofe  well  from 
chance,  but  never  from  intelligence.  For  knowlege  of  the 
primitive  and  progreffive  powers  of  words  is  the  only  foHd  foun- 
dation of  that  rich  and  terfe  ilyle  which  poflerity  pronounces 
claflic.  As  long^as  Chaucer  is  read,  therefore,  and  he  will  be 
read  till  the  Englifh  language  periihes,  fo  long  may  we  hope 
for  equal  attention  to  Barbour  and  Dunbar.  The  Englifh  reader 
.  of  Chaucer  will  in  them,  with  the  flighted  help  of  a  gloflary^ 
be  delighted  with  equal  piftures  of  manners ;  and  unpoliflied 
diamonds  of  genuine  poetry  :  and,  at  the  fame  time,  enjoy 
every  pleafure  of  variety  from  a  Doric  dialed  of  his  own  lan- 
guage, venerable  from  its  antiquity,  nay  facred  from  its  pri- 
mitive dedication  to  "poetry  ;  the  old  Englifli  bards  being  all 
of  the  north  countries  and  their  metrical  romances  being  almoft 
Scotifli,  becaufe  the  language  fpoken  in^the  North  of  England 
and  the  South  of  Scotland,  was  anciently  almod  the  fame  as  it 
jb  at  this  day.' 

TThefe  fentimcnts  are  in  general  as  jufl:  as  they  are  forcibly 
and  well  expreffed :  we  have  quoted  them,  becaufe  we  would 
appeal  to  our  ;uithor  againft  hirnfelf,  when  he  fpcaks  of  the 
Gentle  Shepherd,  as  written, in  language  mean,  vulgar,  and 
indelicate.  To  an  Englifli  car  it  has^  tlie  pleafing  flmplicity 
of  the  Doric  ;  and,  by  thofe  moft  accuflomed  to  the  fame  lan- 
guage, it  is  faid  to  be  greatly  admired.  To  what  then  fliall 
we  attribute  our  author's  diflike  of  it  ?  to  his  former  habits^ 
and  to  a  wifli  to  rife  above  them  ?  to  reiine  away  fimplicity  and 
nature  by  an  artificial  polifli.  If  this  explanation  feems  to  de« 
tra&  from  liis  good  fenie  he  muil  excufc  it,  fince  v/e  cannot  find 

any 
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any  other  for  an  afFefted  fingalarity.  The  author  of  this  ft-^ 
uious  pailoral  is  not  yet  known.  Mr.  Pinkerton  attributes  it  to 
Allan  Ramfay ;  and  even  the  intelligent  lord  Hailes  obferves^ 
that  they  who  attempt  to  depreciate  his  fame,  by  infinuating, 
*  that  his  friends  and  patrons  compdfed  the  works  which  pafs 
under  his  name,  ought  firli  to  prove  that  his  friends  and  pa- 
irons  were  capable  of  compofing  tlie  Gentle  Shepherd.*  To 
this  we  cannot  reply ;  but  luall  only  remark,  that  he  who  has 
once  To  far  excelled,  feldom,  on  t'vtty  other  occallon,  has  funk 
fo  low. 

The  Preface  is  followed  by  an  Effay  on  the  Origin  of • 
Scot tifh  Poetry,  in  which,  that  nothing  may  be  omitted,  he 
goes  fo  far  back  as  the  creation  of  the  worW  ;  and,  in  his  , 
bold  manner,  arraigns  the  folly  of  thofe  who  fearch  the  Scrip- 
Uires  for  a  fupport  of  philofophic  fy Hems.  He  throws  great 
light  on  the  difpute  between  the  Scotch  and  Irifh,  relating  to 
the  fource  of  the  population  of  Scotland  ;  and  his  arguments, 
with  very  flight  exceptions,  are,  on  the  whole,  fatisfadlory. 
They  are  drawn  out  with  a  bold  and  carelefs,  but  maftcrly 
hand  ;  they  are  glowing  Iketches,  more  valuable  than  a  finilhed 
piece.  After  fpeaking  of  the  Fids,  and  the  other  ancient  in- 
habitants of  Scotland,  he  fays, 

•  The  origin  of  the  Scots  remains  alone  for  difcuffion.  That 
they  came  from  Ireland  is  fo  clear  from  Beda's  pofitive,  and  re- 
prated  ail'er  lions,  that  it  is  unneceffary  to  mention  the  collateral 
teUimonies  of  Claudian,  Gildas,  and  others,  on  this  point.  It 
appears  from  many  writers,  that  Ireland  was  the  firft  Scotia  ; 
and  it  is  evident  from  Bcda,  who  wrote  in  731,  that  Ireland 
was  alfo  the  Scotia  of  his  time.  Uftier  goes  fo  far  as  to  fay, 
that  Scoiia  always  implies  Ireland  in  twtry  writer  down  to  the 
eleventh  century.  Others,  on  the  contrai^y,  think  it  clear  from 
Egiahart,  that  Scotland  began  to  be  called  Scotia  about  the 
year  800.  The  reafon  of  this  confufion  is,  that  both  countries- 
were  inhabited  by  Scots;  Ireland  firll,  and  Caledonia  after- 
wards. 1  he  Roman  writers,  the  fureft  guides  on  this  head, 
feem  to  evince  that  there  was  no  fettlcment  of  the  Scots  in  Ca« 
ledonia  till  after  the  year  400,  Fergus,  whom  the  Scptilh  fa» 
bulifls  call  the  Second,  but  who  was  in  fa6l  the  Firll,  and  with 
whom,  as  is  well  known,  commences  the  line  of  Scotifh  mo* 
narchs,  began  his  reign,  as  Mr,  Innes  ihews  by  bcotifh  Chro- 
nicles older  than  Fordun,  by  the  genealogy  given  by  Fordun 
himfelf,  and  by  Irilh  annals,  about  the  year  503.  Now,  from 
the  year  400  to  that  period,  may  be  placed  the  Fingalian 
epoch  of  Scotifh  hiftoiy  ;  for  I  take  Fingal  and  his  heroes  to 
iiave  l»cen  the  leaders  of  the  Scots  from  Ireland,  as  Odin  and 
liis  heroes  led  the  Goths  from  Afia.    This  opinion  is  confirmed 

by 
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\   . 
by  tlic  whole  traditional  poem»in  the  Highlands;  which,  how- 
ever Itated  by  Mr,  Macpherfon,  always  rcprefent  Fingal  as  co- 
temporary  with  St.  Patrick,  whoflouri(hed  about  430. 

*  The  whole  ancient  writers  confirm  my  fentiments  upon  this  • 
fabje^  ;  which  are,  that  the  I rifh.  afterwards  called  Scots,  al- 
ways molefted  the  ihores  of  Britain,  from  the  very  time  of  Julius, 
in  like  manner  as  the  Danes  and  Norwegians  did  afterward  ; 
but  that  they  never  fettled  here  till  afcer  the  year  400.  Gildas 
and  Beda  tell  us  that  the  Hiberni  or  Scots,  in  447,  after  being 
vauquilhed  by  the  Britons,  domunt  redeunt  po/i  non  muhum  tembUs 
reverfurii  return  home  foon  after  to  return  ;  but  that  the  Pids 
retained  the  extreme  part  of  the  ifland,  extremmn  infula  partem*  ■ 
This  ftrongly  implies,  that  the  Scots,  even  then,  had  no  home 
favc  Ireland.  Claudian,  about  40  years  before,  clearly  men- 
tions the  Scots  as  confined  to  lerne,  or  Ireland.*  ' 

In  purfuiug  this  enquiry,  he  is  led  to  controvert  Mr.  Mac- 
pherfoa's  opinion  ;  whofe  knowledge,  on  thefe  fubjefts,  he 
treats  with  contempt.  There  is  fomething  too  particular  ia 
the  foHowitig  paflage,  to  need  an  apology  for  iikercing  it. 

*  This  fubjeft  cannot  be  difmifTed  without  a  cenfure  of  the 
author  of  Offian,  for  the  fingular  embarraifment  he  has  throwa 
upon  the  antiquitlc  of  Scotland,  by  his  dreafning  efTays,  and 
prefaces  to  that  work.  God  knows  our  antiquities  were  too. 
obfcure  before,  without  having  an  additional  night  of  non-  . 
fenfc  thrown  around  them  !  To  afcribe  poetry  or  romance  to 
any  age,  though  written  by  ourfelves,  is  an  innocent  deceit ; 
but  to  connect  fuch  writings  with  ancient  hiftory,  nay  to  pre- 
tend to  alter  and  correct  ancient  hiilory  by  them,  is  fo  llrangc 

a  breach  of  modefty,  that  I  know  not  what  to  call  it,  no  fimifar 
indance  occurring  in  the  annals  of  literature.  Mr.  Macpher- 
foo's  learning  is  very  ill  digefted,  as  Mr.  Whitaker  has  (hewn 
the  public  :  yet,  with  all  his  ignorance  of  the  ancient  flate  of 
his  own  country^  he  has  mifled  many.  Dr.  Henry,  a  Dutch, 
compilator,  though  without  Dutch  learning,  and  Mr.  Whitaker, 
a  French  vifionary,  though  without  French  vivacity,  may  (hake 
hands,  and  congratulate  each  other  upon  this  folenin  occa(ion. 
The  danger  is  fo  much  the  greater,  as  Mr.  Macpherfon's  genius 
is  fuperlative  •.  He  is  himfelf  the  Homer  of  the  Celtic  tongue : 
he  is,  as  Richardfon  fays  of  Milton,  an  ancient,  born  fifteen 
hundred  years  after  his  time.  His  great  genius  will  fecure  his 
fame  :  let  him  leave  antiquarian  xefearches  to  thofe  who  read 

«  ♦  The  great  fault  of  Mr.  Macpherfon's  Offian  lies  in  every  fentencc 
ending  in  a  mouofyllabic  word :  hence  monotony.  This  is  alfo  the  hieini(h 
of  the  Seafons,  and  of  Paradife  Loft  :  almoft  every  paragraph  of  the  latter 
pnem  ends  in  a  word  of  one  fyliable ;  a  great  fault,  but  which  has  hitherto 
«f«»pe4  notic0.* 
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aod  think  much*  and  who  exert  the  fterneft  feverity  of  tmtb 
over  their  minds.* 

The  oblervation  in  the  note  is  new  and  ilrangc ;  bat  we 
cannot  aileot  to  its  truth. 

Our  author  proceeds  to  the  different  kinds  of  poetry,  and 
defcribes  the  Pidifh,  the  Celtic,  and  the  Gothic,  in  his  ufual 
pointed  manner;  but,  as  ufual  alfo,  a  little  too  decifively  :  in 
the  following  paffage  there  is  more  than  one  miflake. 

.  *  But  the  Pi6ti(h  poetry  furnifhed  the  language,  anj  therein 
the  chief  fund,  of  Scotiih  poetry.  From  the  ftormy  heaths  of 
Scandinavia  feem  alfo  to  have  been  tranfplanted  feveral  of  thefe 
wild  flowers  which  adorn  the  compoiiti,ons  of  the  old  Scotifh 
iniftilrels.  The  Iriih  poetry  is  all  gloomy,  the  Scocifh  deah 
more  in  merriment  %  the  Celtic  nations  feem  to  have  been  ge- 
nerally fevere  ;  the  Gothic  riotous.  The  caroufal  of  Odin 
never  appears  in  Celtic  mythology,  where  the  ftern  charafler  of ' 
the  Druids  alfo  influenced  the  people.  The  Celtic  nations 
were  in  get^eral  peaceful  and  temperate ;  the  Gothic,  warlike 
and  intemperate.  Perpetual  danger  often  begets  luxury,  from 
the  defire  of  making  the  moii  of  a  jperifhable  life.  The  Goths, 
with  Regner  Lodbtog,  died  laughing ;  and  may  be  compared 
to  the  Egyptians,  who,  to  promote  hard  drinking,  had  a  fke- 
]eton  put  on  the  table.  All  the  Celtic  poetry,  yet  publifhed, 
is  grave  j  that  of  the  Goths,  chiefl)[  heroic,  becaufe  the  beft  is 
fuch  ;  but  the  Danifli  antiquaries  give  us  to  know  that  much  is 
ludicrous,  though  the  jefls  be  now  unintelligible. 

•  The  Pidliih  poetry  feems  alfo  to  have  bequeathed  to  the 
Scotifh,  a  peculiarly  wild  horror,  which  frequently  ftrikes  the 
reader  with  the  higheft  effect.  But  the  antique  force  and  flm- 
plicity  of  the  language,  was  the  chief  permanent  gift  of  thp 
Piaiih  poetry  to  the  Scotilh.' 

The  mufic  of  the  Scots,  which  abounds  with  exquiflte  ex- 
preflion  and'fimple  melody,  is  alfo,  in  our  author's  opinion, 
Piftifh  ;  and  he  is  probably  right.  He  purfues  this  fubjedt  in: 
S  concife  manner,  and  then  proceeds  to  the  language:  hC 
thinks  that  the  Englifh,  a  iiiler  dialed,  |ilready  written,  wai 
aflumed  by  tjbe  Scotch  \  and  that  it  has  been  extending  to  thig 
4iay.  His  arguments  are  acute,  ana  probably  juil;  but  we 
fufpe£l  that  they  will  not  be  generally  convincing. 

We  have  followed  our  author  at  fbme  length,  engaged,  per-* 
hapsy  by  a^  partiality  to  the  fubjed.  What  remains  will  carry 
Vi  (00  far,  Co  that  it  mull  be  deferred  to  another  Number. 


JMsiMirs 


Digitized  byCaOOQlC 


t     177     3 

Memoirs  of  the  Literary  and  Fhilofophical  Society  of  Mancbijieri 
z  Vols.     Svo.     12/.  iff  Boards.     Cadell. 

W/^  capnot  fufficiently  commend  thofe  focial  and  fiterar)^ 
^  -  infiitiltions,  where  fparks  of  fciencd  are  ftruck  out  by 
a  friendly  collifion  of  oppoiite  fentiments  ;  and  truth  is  adorn- 
ed by  the  poliflied  elegance  of  language.  But  we  can  com- 
mend only  the  meeting :  the  publication  of*  crude,  imperfe£k 
effays,  though  defigned  to  introduce  a  converfation,  and  to 
draw  out  opinions  which  may  be  ultimately  ufeful,  muft  tend 
to  degrade  the  inftitution,  and  to  involve  the  defign,  as  well 
as  the  moft  imperfed  branches  of  it,  in  the  fame  difgrace.  If 
we  were  to  judge  of  the  fociety  by  their  prefent  volumes,  we 
ihould  not  affign  them  ah  elevated  rank  in  the  world  of  fcience  : 
a  great  part  of  their  communications  are,  in  themfelves,  in- 
fignificant  and  imperfed ;  perhaps  weil  adapted  to  introduce 
ufeful  converfation s,  but  unfit  for  the  public  eye  as  diftinft 
effays.  We  mean  not  to  involve  the  whole  in  one  undiflin- 
guiihing  cenfure  :  the  papers  of  Dr.  Barnes  are  both  judicious 
and  elegant;  Dr.  Falconer  is,  as  ufual,  exaft  and  well  informed; 
Mr.  Delaval  is  inflruftive ;  Mr,  Henry,  in  fome  inftances,  en- 
larges the  bounds  of  fcience,  though  in  others,  he  perhaps  pur-* 
fucs  vifionary  refinements,  or  magnifies  trifles  into  importance. 

There  is  a  rule  in  their  inflitutions,  which,  at  firfl  view, 
feems  an  ufeful  one,  and  which  the  fuperficial  have  com- 
mended, that  no  honorary  member  be  admitted,  who  has  not 
diflinguifhed  himfelf  by  fome  publication.  We  need  not  ex- 
amine its  efFedls  farther  than  in  the  lift  of  its  honorary  mem- 
bers, where  it  feems  that  this  muft  have  been  the  grand  qua- 
lification to  introduce  fome  of  the  aiTociates,  who  are  very 
improperly  placed  with  men  of  real  fcience,  and  diftinguifhed 
merit.  But  they  ought  to  learn,  that  modefl  merit  ihuns  the 
glare  of  day  ;  and  that  many  might  have  inftrudled  them  by 
occaiional  effays,  who  would,  not  venture  to  be  diftinguiflied 
as  the  authors  of  a  feparate  work.  To  rufli  with  an  indecent 
hafte  before  a  venerable  tribunal,  to  infult  it  with  hafty  and 
uiifupported  experiments,  with  trifling  effays,  or  imperfedl 
compilations,,  may  entitle  an  author  to  the  feat  of  an  honorary 
member  of  this  Society,  but  will  not  add  to  his  character  as 
a  philofopher,  or  man  of  learning.  We  fhall  ttanftribe  the 
titles  of  the  papers,  aod  enlarge  a  little  on  thofe  which  may 
appear  particularly  interefting.  . 

N**  I.  Some  Remarks  on  the  Opinion  that  the  Animal 
Body  pofleiTes  the  Power  of  generating  Cold.  By  George 
Bdl,  M.  D. 
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II.  On  the  Advantages  of  Literature  and  Philofophy.  in 
geners(}^  and  cfyeciiMy  on  the  Confiftency  of  Literary  and 
Philofophica)>  with  Commercial,  Ptirfutts.  By  Thofnas  Henry, 
F.R.S. 

III.  On  Cryftallization.     By  Alexander  Eafon>  M.  D, 

IV.  On  the  Prefervation  of  Sea.  Water  from'  PutrefaAion 
by  Means  of  Quicklime^     By  Thomas  Henry,  F»  R-  S.     To 
which  is  adciedy  an  Account  of  a^  newly  invented'  Mjichitia  for 
impregnating  Water,  or  other  fluids,  with  Fixedr  Air,  &c.— 
It  has  been  long  known  that  fea  water  would  pntrify,  andthig 
quality  has  bejsn  frequently  attcibuted  to  the  e^cuvias  of  marine? 
animals.    Many  have,  however i^  fufpe^ed,  that  it/  might  arife 
from,  the  earthy  falts^^  contained  in.  it ;  and  that  the  feptic 
property  of  culinary  falt^  in.fmall  quantities^  was  owing  to  the 
fame  caufe,     Mr.  H^nry  feema  to  have  ib«wn,  v^ry  clearly, 
that  it  is  tbp  effei^t  of  the  muriated  magnefia-;  and  that«.  when 
the  bafe  is.  changed,  for  one  which  is  calcareous,  the  confo** 
qucnces  are  very  different.     It  w«s  once  propofed  to  preferve 
anatomical,  preparations  in*  foa.  water,  to  which-  i(  was  well 
adapted,  by  its  ckarncis  and.  brilliancy  ;:  bnt,  from  its  feptic 
quality^  the  preparations  were-  fpoiled.     lit  might  be  woirtfa 
while  to  repeat,  the  experiment,,  after  the  roagnefia  is  feparated; 
To  this  paper«  the  defcription  of  an  ufeful  machine  to  mix 
air  with  liq^ors,  invented  by  Dr.  Hayg^rth^  is  annexed^  Mr, 
Henry  propofed  to  preferve  water  fwcQt  at  fea  by  meanfr  of 
lime,  which  is  afterwards  to  be.  precipitated  by  fixed  air,  and 
this  machine  was  cQiitrived  for  his  purpofe.  We  fufpe£^,  howr 
ever,  that  it  may  be  more  eiFeftually  done  by  fpirit  of;  vitiioU 
which  may  be  afterwards  fatuxated  with  chalk.     Io>  this  way, 
we  fbould'not  have  a  greater  proportion  of  felenite  than  in 
many  hard  waters,  for-  a  part  of  the  earthy  fait  would,  fall 
down,'  and  it  is  now  well  known,  that  the  hardeil  waters  ar9 
not  injurious  to  health.     If  the  ponderous  earth»  the  terra 
ponderofa  aerata,  be  ever  difcovered  in  large  quantities  ii) 
£ngland,  which  there  i»  much  reafon  to  expe£l,  water  may 
be  preferved  by  the  vitriolic  acid,  and  the  acidity  afterwaros 
deftroyed  by  the  earthy  with  whdch  it.form«  an  infohibleeom* 
pound. 

V.  On  the  Nature  and  effentiaj  CharaAcrs  of  Po^ry,  at 
diftinguiihed  from  Profe*  By  Thomas  B^nes>  D.D.-^Wi? 
have  already  commended  the  elTays  of  Dr.  Barnes:  they, are 
diftinguiihed  for  their  accuracy*  .their  ingenuity,  aod  their  elor 
gance.  Our  autKQr-  examines  the  ufnal  diftin^ioiM  hetwcem 
thefe  encroaching  mad0$  of  compofttion,  and. finds  a^sfikjilcy 
in  fixing  a  determined  outline^  fince  the  varying  fhade&.nKtt 
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irh perceptibly  into  each  other.     His  conclafion  is,,  however ji 
very  judicibas. 

♦  T6  fivilAed  ^n4  pcrfpft  poetry,  or  rather  to  the  higHef| 
order  of  poer?c  compontions^  are  liecefTary,  clevatiop  of  fenti- 
Ih^nt,  fire  of  imagination,  atid  regularity  of  metre.  This  i$ 
the  fummit  of  Parnafius.  But,  froM  this  fublimeft  point,  there 
^re  gradual  declinations,  till  you  come  to  the  region  of  profe^  ' 
The  lall  line  of  feparatipn  is,  that  of  regular  ipetre.  And^  ^ 
)n  common  language,  not  having  fettled  with  preeifion  the  na'« 
ture  or  boundaries  of  either,  we  often  apply  the  poetic  ^ha* 
raster  with  great  latitude,  to  coni portions,  which  have  more 
or  lefs  of  the  preceding  qualities,  but  which  are  formed  into 
uniform  and  regular  verfc.  Often,  the  name  is  given  to  worksy 
^hich  baVe  nothing  to  diO'inguiih  them,  but  mere  number. 
What  hits  not  this  metric^il  modulation,  we  call  poetical ;  and 
what  has  it^  We  call  profaic,  folely  npon  account  of  the  fenti- 
inent.* 

This  pap^r,  fo  far  as  it  extends,  is  a  finifted  piece  of  crii* 
ticifm,  and,,  though  it  fcarcely  enlarges  the  bounds  of  the 
fuience,  limits  and  diftinguifties  fome  of  its  parts  with  great 
preclfion,  W^  have  been  fp  much  pleafed  with  it,  that  wff 
ihall  preient  aaothef  paiTage  to  our  readers. 

•  Wd  have  already  obferved,  that,  in  the  early  ages  of  man^ 
fcind,  when  their  lives  werii  fille4  with  toils  and  dangers,  an^ 
when  new  and  interefting  events  were  continually  opening  ^pot^ 
them,  their  paffions  would  porrcfpond  to.  their  iituation,  and 
ivould  be  various^  vehement,  and  a<5^iye.  Civilization  and 
fcienCe  have,  as  it  wer^,  minced  info  finer  portions,  the  feel- 
ings of*  the  heart.  By  this  means,  we  enjqy  a  far  greater 
rium'bet  df  pleafurable  fenfatiohs,  and,  upon  the  v^hole,  I 
doubt  nor,  a  much  larger  fjim  of  happinefs.  The  life  of  aa 
][ndiati  coftfifts  either  of  glare  or  of  darlcnefs.  He  is  either 
tranfportftd  with  pafljon,  or  fun  If  into  ftupor,  Thcfe  larger 
itiafTes  have  been  broken,  by  the  hand  of  culture,  into  fmaiieir 
pieces,  which  are  in  perpetijal  currency,  and  which  maintain^ 
among  us,  a  more  ecjual  and.condant  enjoyment* 

*  But,  fi^om  hence  it  will  fojlow,  that  the  ftrong  poetic  pjiay 
rafter  may  be  expedled  to  decline,  as  tafte  improves.  We  may, 
perhaps,  hope  to  excel,  in  foftnefs,  delicacy,  and  refinementf 
^ut  thcfe  are  feeble  gracesj^  The  mind  foon  tires  with  the  peF^ 
pctual  chirtie  of  fmooth  verfification,  and  with  the  unvaried 
ftow  of  genyle^ftnd  DnimpafGoned  fentiment.  The  burlls  of 
h'oncft  narntc^  the  glow  of  animated  feeling,  the  imagery,  the 
.enthuflafin— thefe  are  the  charming  properties  which  will  for 
^er  exalt  the  poeins  in  Which  they  are  found,  to  the  firft  order 
of  poetic  excellence.  For  thefe,  no  apf>endag«8  of  ^rt  can  be 
d^timed  an  adequate  compenfation/ 

The  next  effay.  On  the  Affinity  fubfifling  between  the  Arts  : 
Wit6«  Plan  for  promotbg  and  extending  Manufactures,  by 
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iSo  Memoirs  of  the  PhUofophical  Society  of  Mancheftir* 
encouraging  thofe  Arts  on  which  Manufaftures  principally  de- 
pend. By  Thomas  Barnes,  D.  D.  deferves  alfo  to  be  parti- 
cularly diftinguiflied.  It  points  out,  with  great  flrength  of  ar- 
gument, the  utility  of  extending'  our  acquaintance  beyond 
one  objedl ;  and  illuftrates  the  advantages  which  the  fcicnces 
mutually  afford  to  each  other. 

*•  It  is  in  general  faid,  that  the  knowledge,  which,  like  the 
broad  ftream,  flows  over  a  wider  furface,  mull  be  proportion- 
ably  fhallow ;  whilft  that  which  runs  in  the  narrow  channel 
Hiuft  be  deep.  But  we  are  deceived  by  an  image.  We  argue 
from  a  fancied  refemblance*  The  mind,  long  .poring  upon  one 
objei^,  grows  tired  and  feeble.  It  is  neceflary,  fometimes,  ta 
change  the  object,  in  order  to  reftore  its  tone  and  vigour.  He, 
who  can  thus  diverfify  his  purfuits,  keeps  up  the  ipring  and 
energy  of  his  powers,  the  ardour  of  his  iludies,  the  keennefs 
of  his  rbfcarch.  He  borrows  ideas,  images,  illuflrations,  front 
kindred  fciences.  His  mind  widens  with  increafing  knowledge* 
He  fees  every  fubje£i,  as  it  were,  in  a  larger  field  of  viAon. 
He  views  it  round  in  a  greater  variety  of  afpedis.  His  foul  is 
expanded,  his  judgment  flrengthened,  and  all  his  powers  af- 
filed and  improved.* 

The  force  of  the  language  is  not  more  powerful  than  the 
jullnefs.of  the  opinion;  and  the  few  examples  within  the 
fphere  of  our  own  knowledge  would  add  a  conliderable  weight 
to  it.  The  late  lord  Kaims  lived  to  a  great  age,  and  preferved 
bis  faculties  in  uncommon  vigour,  chiefly  by  the  variety  of 
his  fludie«.  Bat,  while  this  method  is  recommended,  we 
ought  to  add  feme  warning  againfl  its  abufe.  A  found  judg- 
ment and  clear  intelledls^  an  accurate  comprehenfion,  with 
f!eady,  deep  refleftion,  can  alone  preferve  the  ftream  calm  and 
pellucid,  can  only  prefent  the  images  free  from  dillortion  or 
confufion.  There  are  not  many  minds  who  can  foar  beyond 
one  fcience  ;  but,  when  by  anatural  or  acquired  ftrength,  the 
additional  load  can  be  borne  with  eafe,  the  greatefl  advantages 
are  derived  from  the  more  extended  view. 

We  muft  flep  out  of  our  path,  to  purfue  Dr.  Barnes  in  his 
fubfequent  refearches. 

XXIII.  On  the  Influence  of  the  Imagination  and  the  Paf- 
flons  upon  the  Underftanding.  By  Thomas  Barnes,  D»D.— ^ 
What  he  thinks  o^  the  acquijitions,  he  transfers  to  the  powers 
of  the  mind,  and  fuppofes  that  the  vigour  of  the  imagination 
will  give  a  correfpondent  vigour  to  the  judgment.  To  eila- 
bli/h  an  opinion  fo  very  different  from  what  is  ufually  main- 
tained. Dr.  Barnes  changes  the  appearance  of  the  quedion, 
and,  inftead  of  ranking  the  underflanding,  pailions,  or  will, 
among  the  diftindl  powers,  he  fuppofes  that  they  are  only  differ- 
ent modes  of  action,  different  exertions  of  one  oncompounded 
^  6  mind* 
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Memoirs  of  the  Phik/ophical  Society  of  Manchefter.  1 8 1 
mind.  To  examine  this  paper  with  the  accuracy  which  It  de« 
ferves,  would^ad  us  very  far;  we  can  only  obferve,  that 
the  author  has  refcued  *  imagination'  from  the  contenipt  with 
which  it  has  been  always  treated :  he  has  clearly  ihewn,  that 
it  is  a  faculty  or  exertion  of  the  mind,  highly  f<?rviceable  in 
the  inveiligation  of  truth  ;  and,  inftead  of  that  volatile  power, 
which  only  adorns  the  pages  of  the  poet,  the  enconiiums  of 
the  lover,  and  the  wanderings  of  the  lunatic,  even  philofophy, 
and  the  more  fevere,  abftiaded  fcience  of  mathematics,  are 
not  only  aflifted,  but,  in  fome  meafure,  fupported  by  it.  We 
confefs,  however,  but  we  do  it  with  diffidence,  that  we  do 
nt)t  think  Dr.  Barnes  has  eflablifhed  his  principal  pofition. 

VII.  Remarks  on  the  different  Succefs  with  Refped  to 
Health,  of  fome  Attempts  to  pafs  the  Winter  in  high  north- 
ern Latitudes.  By  John  Aikin,  M.  D.-— Thofe  who  fucceeded 
i)cft  in  thcfe  attempts,  fed  on  frelh  animal  food,  without  fait, 
drank  only  water,  and  ufed  as  much  exercife  as  poffible, 

VIII.  On  the  Pleafure  which  the  Mind  receives  from  the 
Exercife  of  its  Faculties ;  and  that  of  Tafte  in  particular. 
By  Charles  de  Polier,  Efq. — This  is  a  moft  elegant  eflay^ 
without  any  particular  objeft  that  we  are  capable  of  prefen ting 
in  a  Ihort  compafs.  It  leads  us  deeply  to  regret  the  premature 
lofs  of  this  amiable  and  elegant  man,  whofe  life,  in  a  fubfe- 
quent  article,  is  related  by  Dr.  Percival. 

IX.  On  CEconomical  Regifters.     By  Mr.  J.  Wimpey. 

'  X.  On  the  Pleafure  which  the  Mind,  in  many  Cafes,  re- 
ceives from  contemplating  Scenes  of  Diflrefs.  ^y  Thomas 
Barnes,  D.  D. 

XL  Obfervations  on  Blindnefs,  and  on  the  Employment  of 
the  other  Senfes  to  fupply  the  Lofs  of  Sight.  By  Mr.  George 
Bew. — We  can  make  few  obfervations  on  thefe  articles,  becaufe 
they  afford  nothing  very  particularly  interefting.  Dr.  Barnes* 
paper  is,  as  ufuaV elegant.  Mr,  Bew's  contains  a  pretty  correal 
.character  pf  Dr.  Moye^ ;  but  we  think  he  has  imperfedtly  un- 
derftood  fome  parts  of  it.  There  is  an  inftance  of  a  remark- 
able employment  in  which  a  blind  man  is  engaged,  and  in 
which  he  is  faid  to  excel,'  that  of  a  furveyor  of  roads. 

In  the  effay  on  blindnefs,  Mr.  Bew  fpeaks  of  the  blind  feel- 
ing impreffions  in  dreaming,  in  fome  degree  iimilar  to  the  vi- 
iible  appearance  of  bodies. 

*  A  blind  gentleman,  with  whom  I  have  lately  converfed, 
clearly  proves  to  me,  that  he  is  confcious  of  the  iigure,  though 
lie  cannot  diflinguifh  the  varieties  of  the  human  countenance : 
and  from  the  confufed  efforts  he  makes  to  explain  himfelf,  it 
^ay  be  perceived,  that  he  feels  himfelf  alarmed  with  new  fen^ 
fetions^  that  bear  a  flrong  relation  to  our  ideas  of  light  and 
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jcolour ;  but  which  he  finds  it  ijmpofljble  to  dcfcribc,  becdUft 
he  cann^ot  fix  on  any  comparative  iUe^  w}?erebjf  to  jfxj>Iain  biai- 
felf.  Thefe  dreams  my  ijatehigept  friend  ipmrras  me^  are  ^1* 
>vays  painful,  and,  as  may  natyrally  be  .exp^pjQed,  ^he  ixDp.ref^ 
iions  afJe  extrelijely  tranfient  and  unratisraftpry.' 

We  have  quoted  this  inftancc,  though  we  own  that,  in  .our 
bpihion,  it  is  very  iri fling,  merely  to  give  foitie  attention  to 
an  argument  for  fentiipents  very  different  fropi  tho/*e  vybiefi 
we  have  often  cxpirefled.  We  cart  only  allow  any  force  to  itj 
if  a  man,  born  blincl,  Ihall,  after  l^eing  reflored  to  fi^ht,  re- 
cognize, by  the  eye,  ohjefls  formerly,  iti  his  dsirker  ijt,i^,te> 
prefentcd  in  dreams  to  his  min^* 

XII,  On  Saltpetre.  By  Jaies  Mafley,  Efq*— This  eflay 
ton  making  faltpetre  is  very  ufeful.  In  this  country  wje  find 
jt  is  very  neceflary  tp  fupply  the  alkali.  In  India-  it  is  cer- 
tainly olherwife ;  but,  even  in  our  difadyantageous  fiti|^tio|i, 
nitre  mjay  probably  be  rendered  at  a  cheaper  rate  t)ian  that  a^ 
ivhich  we  now  receive  i^ 

XIII>  An  Attempt  to  fhew,  that  a  Tafle  for  tl^e  Peafitie$ 
pf  Nature  and  the  Fine  Atts,  has  no  Influ^nc6  favourable  to 
Morals.     By  the  Rev.  Samuel  Ha}l,  A.  Ij/I. 

klV»  Obfervations  on  the  Ufe  of  Acids  in  bleachinj;  pf 
Jjinen.     By  Alexander  Eafon,  M.  D. 

XV.  Conjectural  Remarks  on  the  Symbols  or  Chara^ei's^ 
employed  by  Aftronpmers  to  reprefeat  the  feveral  Planets^ 
iand  by  Chemijiiito  exprcfs  the  feycral  Metftls.  By  Martitt 
WaH,M.  D. 

XVi.  Remarks  bn  the  Knowledge  of  the  Anci^»t6*  J^y 
Vi'''illiani  Falconer,  M.p.  F.  R»Si 

XVII.  An  inquiry  concernipg  the  Inflqence  of  the  Spenprx 
jof  a  Country  on  the  Manners  of  its  Inhabitants.  By  William 
falconer,  M.  D.  F.R..S. ' 

XVII I.  A  Tribute  to  the  Memory  of  Charles  de  Pc}ier» 
^fq.     By  Thomas  Percivali  M-  D. 

XIX.  Thoughts  on  the' Style  and  Tajle  of  Gardepipg 
^mcng  the  Ancients.  By  William  Falconer,  M.D.  F.r..S. 

XX.  On  the  Regeneration  of  Aniinal  Subftances.  B/ 
Charles  White>  Efq.  F.  R.  S. 

XJCIf  On  the  Diverfions  of  Hunting,  Shooting*  Filing* 
tcQ.  confidered  as  compatible  with  Humanity. 

XXII.  Obfervaticns  oji  Longevity*  By  Anthony  fother- 
jgiil,  M.D.  F.  R.S.       ' 

XXlV^  On  the  Afce^t  of  Vapour.  By  Alexander  Eafon, 
M.D. 

.  XXV.  On  the  comparative  Merit  of  the  Ancients  apd  thc 
^loderns  with  R^Tp?&  tp  ^he  ipiitalive  Art§.  Py  ^T.  Tho* 
|nafi  Kerfliavv, 
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XXVI,  On  the  Inipropriety  of  allowing  a  Boonty  to  en* 
<^otti:aget)i>e  £]»ortacton  of  Corn,  &c.   Sy  Mr.  Jofeph  Wimpey* 

XXVII.  Off  the  Natnral  Hfftory  of  the  Cow,  fo  far  as  it 
tfdaces  to  ks  giving  Milk  ;  particnlarly  for  the  Ufa  of  Man* 
8y«ito4csW4iitc,,ftfq.  F.  R.  S. 

W« 'cannot  enlarge  on  thcfe  artrcles :  indeed  many  of  thetn 
are  very  infigmficant.  From  this  cenfure  we  maft  except 
Mr.  Wimpey's  paper  on  rtie  impropriety  of  i>oantxes  and  Dr. 
Palooner'^^  to  which  we  have  already  paid  our  trit>ate  of  ac- 
knowle^lgmentk  Mr.  White's  fa6b,  on  the  regeneration  of 
flniaial  fubftances^  are  apparently  carioas ;  but  troth  and  fie* 
tion  ^t  fo  intimately  blended  in  thefe  tales,  fo  much  muft  bo 
4etrafted  and  placed  to  the  account  of  ignoraftce,  inattention* 
w  a  fondnefs  for  the  marvellons,  that  we  know  not  where  to 
fidb.  ft  was  a  proper  paper  to  introduce  converfation^  but 
liie  moft  improper  for  publication.  We  ought  alfo  to  remark^ 
that  Mr.  Kerihaw's  knowledge  feems  to  be  embellifhed  by  the 
onoft  engaging  raodedy  ;  and  that,  in  a  more  ample  field,  we 
4io«kl  ejtpeft  much  information  from  his  labours. 

XX Vni.  On  the  Natural  Hiftory  and  Origin  of  Magnefiatt 
£arth>  particnlarly  as  conneded  with  thoje  of  Sea  Salt,  and 
«f  Nitre  ;  with  Oblervations  On  fome  of  the  Chemical  Pro- 
perties of  that  Earth>  which  have  been,  hitherto,  either  un- 
known or  undetermined.  By  Thomas  Henry,  F.  R.  S. — This 
cITay  is  the  rooft  clear  and  fcientific  of  the  whole  collodion  j 
an<l,  of  conHe,  it  defences  the  greateft  ihare  of  our  attention. 
Mr.  Henry  thinks  that  the  iea  was  originally  created  fait,  but 
that  this  fait  is  conftantiy  renewed,  fince  we  know  it  is  dif- 
perled  by  fioms  in  fpray^  or  more  imperceptibly  Carried  otf 
hy  eraporation.  As  nitre  is  fopplied  from  putrid  vegetables 
by  the  air,  fo  fea  fait  may  be  produced  by  the  fame  caufes  in 
the  fea.  So  far  is  conjecture ;  but  it  is  very  probable^  and 
ftrongly  fupported  by  analogy,  and  particularly  by*  a  faft 
mentioned  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy,  that  fea 
fait  is  always  found  in  the  nitre  beds.  Wheft  Mr.  Henrv  pro- 
ceeds, we  fear  that  his  foundations  are  nOt  equally  eflabiilhed» 
With  the  fea  fait,  he  obferves,  there  is  alfo  an  earthy  fait  pro- 
duced, viz.  the  bitter  purging  fait,  with  a  bafis  of  magnefia, 
Vhich  ieems  to  arife  from  the  fame  principles.  The  opinion 
is  not  new  :  we  meet  with  hints  cf  this  kind  in  many  of  the 
modem  French  chemifts;  though,  in  no  work,  has  it  been 
drawn  out  to  any  extent.  We  find  magnefia  where  we  meet 
with  equivocal  traces  of  water,  and  none  of  afty  vegetafing  or 
animated  matter.  The  primitive  rock>  the  granite,  is  com- 
pofed  of  quartz,  fchoerl,  feldt-fpath,  and  mica.  The  com^^ 
pofitioQ  has  been  long  fince  afcertained  by  Perber^  Pallas,  and 

N  4  other 
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other  naturalifls :  we  need  not  tell  Mr.  Henry,  that  magne^^ 
is  in  large  proportions,  both  in  the  fchoerl  and  mica.  It  19 
obferved  by  Faujas  de  St.  Fond,  and  indeed  the  obfervation  is 
fb  near  the  furf^ce,  as  to  require  little  more  than  infpedlion, 
that  this  ought  not  to  be  called  a  primitive  rock,  iince  eacb 
i)f  its  component  parts  rather  deferve  that  title.  But  we  may 
HJBven  go  farther.  We  have  diilin£^ly  Teen  pieces  of  granite  c^ 
a  very  different  kind  from  the  mafs  of  granite  in  which  it  is 
inclofed  ;  and  it  forms  a  compound  of  as  clofe  a  texture  as 
the  different  pjirts  of  which  the  ftone  is  originally  compofed ;. 
fo  that  it  feems  as  if  granite  had  originally  exited  previous  to 
the  ihock  which,  by  a  fudden  convulfion,  joined  particles  of 
fb  oppofite  a  quality.  Magnefia  then  originally  exifted  an- 
terior to  animation,  or,  at  lead,  was  placed  beyond  the  reach 
of  anifnated  beings ;  for,  in  thefe  primaeval  Hones,  we  meet  neir 
^her  with  their  impreffions  or  exuviae.  We  cannot  penetrate  the 
obfcurity  of  high  antiquity,  to  explain  the  fudden  formation 
of  this  (lone.  ,  It  moft  probably  was  not  elFeded  by  fire  ;  its 
appearance  is  that  of  a  folution,  rapidly  cryftallized ;  an  opcr 
ration  fo  fudden  and  powerful,  as>  to  preclude  any  regular 
figures,  and  prevent  the  connexion  of  any  water.  The  apr- 
pearancc  and  fpecific  gravity  of  the  ftone  are  fufficient  proofs 
of  this  pofition  ;  but  we  are  again  involved  in  difficulties.  If 
it  arofe  priginally  from  water,  the  quantity  in  which  it  was  dif^ 
folved  mufl  be  immenfe  ;  and  the  abflradlion  of  it  very  rapid : 
at  the  fame  time  it  is  furprifing,  that  animals  and  veget^ble^ 
y^hich,  in  ouf  minds,  arc  always  connected  with  water,  fhould 
not  have  been  left  behind.  But>  whatever  becomes  of  thef^ 
difficulties,  we  are  at  leafl  certain  pf  the  exiflence  of  magr 
nefia,  independent  of  the  cauf^s  to  which  Mr.  Henry  has  at«> 
tributed  it. 

The  paper  cpncludes  with  fome  remarks  on  the  chemical 
qualities  of  magnefia.  One  paffage  feems  to  clear  a  difficulty 
which  we  felt,  during  the  difpute  on  this  fubjedl,  between 
our  author  and  Df.  Glafs.  It  feems  at  a  certain  period  of  th^ 
calcination,  magnefia  fometimes  feems  (harp  and  pungent  tQ 
the  tafle,  without  imparting  any  of  thefe  qualities  tp  water* 
If  we  miflake  not,  at  that  time,  this  circumilanc^  was  attri- 
buted to  the  magnefia  being  contaminated  with  calcareou$ 
earth.  Magnefia,  if  perfectly  pure,  is,  we  find,  unchangeably 
by  fire,  foluble  in  diluted  acids,  and  more  fo  when  the  caU 
pnation  has  been  long  continued  than  when  it  is  imperfe^. 

The  other  volume  we  fliall  confxder  at  a  future  oppor« 
Junity.      '      ' 

Pi. 
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OtfiT*vatiBns  on  a  late  Puhlicaticnt  intituled^  Thoughts  on  Exi" 
cutvve  Jujiice  :  to  'which  is  added ^  a  Letter  containing  Rematks 
on  the  fame  Work.     Small  ^vo.     zs,  6d,     Cadell. 

F  the  *'  earncftnefs  of  thcftylc'  in  which  the  Thoughts  wci« 
delivered,  had  '  gamed  the  writer  fome  converts/  there 
certainly  were  not  wanting  arguments  whofe  force  had  a  fimi- 
lar  efie^ ;  and>  though  many  attacks  iiad  been  made  on  the 
Thoughcsy  even  from  the  bench,  yet  they  iiave  hitherto  beea 
yagoeiy  declamatory,  or  afiedledly  benevolent.  It  certainij 
was  not  the  writer's  aim,  in  publiHiing  that  work,  to  become 
the  advocate  of  cruelty  ;  nor  when  we,  hurried  along  by  the 
flyle  and  the  reaibning,  perhaps,  with  a  little  too  much  ra- 
pidity, thought  the  work  deferved  attention,  was  there  the 
/lighteft  fufpicion  of  the  meafare  becoming  ultimately  fangni- 
nary.  As  it- was  not  left  to  our  decifion,  it  was  enough  for 
us  to  remark,  that  the  work  was  of  too  much  confequence  to  be 
difregarded  or  defpifed  ;  we  are  happy  to  iind  the  prefent  ob«> 
ferver  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  that  it  has  ihared  the  attea«> 
tion  of  tbofe  well  qualified  to  elucidate  this  intereHing  Tub* 
jeft  ♦.  The  obfervations  before  us  are  written  with  great 
force,  much  knowledge  of  the  fubje£i,  and  confider^ble  ele- 
jgance.  The  author  is  an  antagonift,  with  whom  to  contend 
is  fame  j  and  we  have  the  greatefl  expedlations  of  very  falu* 
tary  eifedts,  from  the  liberal  enquiry  which  we  have  reafon  to 
believe  will  follow. 

We  mull  leave  the  intentions  of  evtry  author  to  him  who 
.only  knows  the  hearty  and  ihall  commence  our  obfervations  on 
the  jarring  opinions  of  the  two  cbmbatants,  with  the  remarks 
and  obfervations  on  the  Penal  Laws.  The  firft  author  thinks 
them  excellent ;  his  antagonift,  that  they  are  a  mafs  of  incon- 
liftent  laws,'  •  which  are  fevere  where  they  fhould  be  mild;  and 
mild  where  they  fliould  be  fevere;  and  which  have,  for  the  moft 
part,  been  the  fruits  of  no  regular  deiign,  but  of  fudden  and 
iangry  fits  of  capricious  legiflators.'  If  the  want  of  a  regular  de« 
iign  were  an  objed^ion,  we  fhould  find  a  iimilar  oiie  even  againft 
thefiritiih  conilitution,  which  is  certainly  compofedof  *  jarring 
and  inconfillent  materials/  from  the  fruits  of  fudden  fits  of 
encroaching  parties.  Yet,  together,  it  is  the  *  world's  great 
wonder,'  kept  entire  by  the  concurring  veneration  of  every 
party,  untouched  even  by  jarring  faftions,  or,  if  touched, 
the  unhallowed  hand  is  immediately  withdrawn.  Somewhat 
of  our  author's  accufation  may  be  allowed  againU  the  penal 

•  The  •  Thoughts  on  Executive  Juftice*  were  reviewed  in  our  fifty-ninth 
volume,  page  319;  and  the  Appendix  to  it,  in  page  478.    An  Attfwcr  to 
Hf  WM  reviewed  in  the  fix^ieth  vplume,  page  j6o. 
'        .    '  *  laws. 
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la\^>  in  jth^irprefcDt  ftate  ;  but  it  is  carried  too  far.  If 
l^ttg^tacjcle  in  the  field,  ox,  cloth  i»  the  tenters^  have  intrin- 
fically  a  certain  worth ;  yet  diey  Ihou)d  he  fenced  by  penal- 
ties^ in  a  inach  greater  proportion  to  their  worthy  becaule  th^ 
mats,  canool  be  ea£ly  jreaDoved>  ami  ^e  «th<;r  is  foepaned  for 
ifar  packer  by  the  jnorntng  air*  'The  fame  reftfoning  will 
mgigkf  ^athe  kcutfe  and  the  ox  ;  nor  wa»  the  jiepiy  of  the  ^ge^ 
*B  this  sfxoairt^  impftapex :  *  Friend/  ixf%  he,  *  you  are  irot 
Jbaxged  for  dealing  this  hofie,  ^c  (that  dioffes  loay  not  be 
jbten/  Sftme  other  leaibns  XMight  to  be  ailedged  <o  leden  the 
inals  of  abfjit^y^  whklk  the  Obferver  fems  to  have  ^e- 
teftod  i]^  Attff  penal  iaw«  $  ^et  he  has  fiiown  iiifficioftt  intricacy 
if»  rcqoije  exphuialion)  and  fafiicient  injufttcc^  to  be  corfe^led* 

Is  fai»  attemptft  to  comi>at  the  anchor  of  the  Thought*  oii 
odier  groosds^  he  is  more  fa<iceisf4il.  What  he  fays  on  the 
liil))e(^of  aUevtatingpnniihnieaty  deferves  attention  :  if  there 
•ueimt  £bw  iimilar  inftances,  they  will  ceitauiiy  lelTea  the  forctr 
«f  hia  antagoniit's  obje^ons» 

•  *  The  writer  has  taken  pains  to  colIeA  together  a  great  va- 
^ocy  af  in^aaces  of  villains  haying  abufed  the  royal  mercy  % 
aad  he  does  not  iiiem  Co  have  found  one  Mitary  tnilancc  of  a 
mu^%  having  been  reclaimed  by  pardon,  aad  laved  from  a»  \%* 
fKWMaiova  da»th  40  become  a  ufefd  »od  worthy  member  of 
Ibn^y*  Hqr  ivooJd  it  be  very  furprifmg  if  he  knew  o^oo  Aich 
^aft^ace  }  becaufe,  in  the  hiiiory  ol  the  vulgar^  as  well  as  nA 
the  great,  it  is  the  daring  and  the  profligate  who  make  the 
maft  confpicaoas  figure.  The  crimes  of  the  highwayman  and 
of  the  conqueror,  of  Casfar  and  of  Cartouche,  command  the 
nptice  of  mankind;  while  no  regard  is  paid  to  the  virtues  of 
the  peaceful  patriot,  or  of  the  induifarious  mechanic,  who  never 
§cp  out  of  the 

**  Sicreium  her^  ct  falkntii  femlta  ^Ha^ 
*  The  reformed  thief,  who  iincerely  refolves  to  atone  for  his 
pafi  criipes  by  his  induftry,  and  by  the  regular  performance  of 
all  his  fecial  duties,  from  the  moment  he  forms  that  refolutioii 
ceafcft  to  attra^  the  public  atttention.  It  does  not  follow, 
iheff&re,  becaafe  the  writer  has  found  no  fuch  tnflance,  that 
)|iaBy  do  not  exiiL  One  has  lately  a[^eared,>  where  one  would 
lail  have  fought  for  it,  «ven  at  the  Old  Bailey.  In  the  year 
i7SU»  a  man  was  co^vided  of  a  robbery,  and  was  condemned 
ic^die  \  but,  as  there  appeared  in  bis  cafe  fotoe  favourable  cir* 
cani^aoces,  hi^  fentence  was  mitigated,  and  he  was  (ent  for 
fcvf  a  years  t6  work  upon  the  Thames.  In  laft.  May,  however, 
^e  was  again  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  the  court  for  having  beei^ 
found  at  large  before  the  term  of  his  punilhment  had  expired, 
jin<l  WM  dg^in  CQQdemned  to  die.  And,  what  the  writer  of  the 
Thoi^hts  will  probably  exclaim,  can  b«  faid  in  favour  of  fo  ii^ 
c^rigible  a  villain  ?  «»f>The  i^&i.  proved  iipon  his  trial,  an4 
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^kicli  ar^thefip:  tJie  mofntnt  he  had  efcaped  from  the  lighter,  he 
^ddr^iTed  himfelf  to  a  watchmaker,  whom  he  entreated  to  teack 
J^igs  \i\%  bjafineDs :  the  requeil  was  granted ;  and  the  fugitive 
applied  himfeif  tp  hi/s  pc>y  ix?^^^  with  Tuch  indefatigable;  affida« 
hy,  that  in  a  few  f^eeks  he  gained  fu^citn^  to  fi^pport  himfelf  { 
ai)d  from  th^c  tinie^  till  the  nuoment  he  was  taken^  he  had  em- 
ployed  hi,mfelf  in  fucb  unremitting  labour^  that  ^e  had  ngc 
liirred  out  of  his  room  for  eight  mopths  together** 

The  Obfefver  attacks  hipi  alCb  in  his  pther  poiitlons.  Jf 
th^  p))Qiil;in^ent  xertainly  followed  the  pjffence^  offences  wetti4 
be  lefs  numerous  ;  but,  adds  our  author,  we  can  never  attain 
tbi9  cntidnty.  Evidence  ^\\\  be  fometimes  cirjcumftantial,  and 
(ometimes  deficient :  the  offender,  like  the  gameUer)  will  con- 
tinue to  play  with  the  odds  againil  jiim,  till  be  falls  iqto  thp 
prt  prepared  for  him.  Yet  it  cannot  be  denif^d,  if  convi^Nfi 
waj$  Qoc  alleviated  by  mai)y  circUmliances^  and  if  puniihauvit 
always  followed  it,  the  laws  would  be  a^r#^/«r  foorce  of  ter-> 
ror,  and  mare  eife^u^l,  ifi  thei^  firi^  great  obje^>  that  pf  pre- 
venting  crimes.  It  would  the^  only  remait^  a  qu<^ili9n,  wb^ 
ther  this  approximation  to  fecurity  would  be  adeqaately  com- 
pen  feted  by  more  nim>fsrpu3  fufferers ;  and  tki$  qae&ion  mo^ 
ultimately  revert  tp  the  original  one*  We  g^i^'i  therefcrc, 
nothing  by  ihifting  ouf  portion  x  what  foUow^  is^  however* 
more  pointed  and  pertinept* 

*  The  fyftem  fo  earneftly  r^comipewded  has  b«eB  tried,  tried 
in  this  y^ry  country,  ap4  tried  without  the  leaA  fuccefs ;  for^ 
Jn  the  cafes  of  forgery,  and  robbing  the  ipall,  the  jaw  has  boeii 
alv/ays  exeputed  with  tbe  utmoft  fcvcrity,  that  the  fpoft  unfeel*^ 
ih^  rigouriAs  could  wilh,  tninifters  being  ev? n  i»frai4  to  pardoft 
fuch  offenders,  on  account  of  the  clamours  of  trading  p^opk^ 
governed  by  fordid  paffions,  and  by  the  rage  of  iniereft;  4^4 
yet  thofe  crimes  were  nevermore  frequent  in  England  thaa 
they  have  been  during  the  laft  twenty  years*  From  this  expc* 
rience  we  may^  f  thinks  fairly  conclude,  that  the  meafure,  if 
adopted,  could  not  be  eficacious  c  let  us,  in  the  next  place,  fee 
}ipv  f^ii^r  it  would  be  juft  or  legal.' 

Much  may  be  alledged  in  oppoiition  to  this  argument ;  for. 
within  the  period  limited,  the  iituation  of  the  kingdom,  id 
ievery  refpefl,  ha«  led  more  drongly,  has  held  out  a  greater 
temptation  to  thefe  crimes  than  in  former  ages ;  and  it  muft 
ilill  remain  to  be  examined,  whether  the  number  of  culprits 
has  borne  an  adequate  proportion.  In  our  opinion,  however^ 
thife  argument  is  a  very  weighty  one,  and  defer vcs  great  re- 
gard, as  it  is  9^  partial  tri^l  of  thip  fuggefted  plan* 

The  Obfcrver  next  examine^  the  authorities  pf  Platp  and 
Cicero,  Montefquieu  and  Beccaria,  which  were  adduced  \a 
tfce  Thought^,     From  the  pafikges  referred  to,  it  is  pretty 

cleafj 
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clear,  when  they  fpeak  of  the  ftrift  execution,  it  is  of  mild 
and  gentle  laws.  The  juries,  our  author  thinks,  would  alfo 
defeat  the  intention  of  the  judge,  if  every  convidl  were  cer- 
tainly punifhed  ;  for  conviction  would  not  be  fb  frequent,  and 
the  jurymen  would  '  quiet  their  confciences  on  a  perjury, 
which  was  the  means  of  preventing  murder.'  Thofe  who  have 
attended  the  Old  Bailey,  or  even  perufed  a  feilions  paper,  will 
readily  agree  with  him  :  it  is  not  eafy,  in  many  cafes,  to  gue/s 
at  the  foundation  of  a  yerdift,  except  it  be  to  alleviate  the 
punifliment ;  and  this  tendernefs  forms  no  part  of  the  oath  of 
a  juror. 

We  have  mentioned  the  principal  circumftanccs  in  which 
'thefe  authors  differ.  The  neceflity  of  publifhing  the  deijgn, 
by  which  every  convidl  is  neceflarily  and  unavoidably  punijh- 
cd,  we  have  formerly  infifted  on ;  and,  with  refpedl  to  the 
privilege  of  reprieving,  cxcrcifed  by  the  judges,  their  opi- 
nions are  not  -v^ty  different.  It  is  properly  obferved,  in  the 
work  before  us,  chat,  if  the  king  has  the  power  of  pardon- 
ing, a  reprieve  is  generally  necefTary  for  his  exerting  that 
power. 

Having  flatcd  the  arguments,  with  thofe  obfervations  which, 
after  mature  reflexion,  have  occurred  to  us ;  having  candidly 
and  difpaflionately  placed  the  difpute  on  what  feems  its  proper 
bafis,  we  ought  not  to  decide.  Each  author  concludes,  that 
a  remedy  is  wanting ;  and  neither  will  probably  approve  of 
the  means  fuggefted  by  the  other.  We  have  enlarged  on  the 
fubjeft,'  if  pofGble,  to  render  it  of  importance  ;  to  draw  the 
attention  of  others  not  yet  engaged  in  its  cpnfideration,  arid 
to  procure  additional  fecurity  for  the  quiet,  the  induftrious, 
or  the  helplefs  part  of  mankind.  The  mifchief  is  alarming  j 
it  is  at  our  own  doors,  and  requires  a  fpeedy  and  elFedlual  re- 
medy. We  fully  agree  with  our  author,  in  firft  recommend? 
ing  a  thorough  and  complete  reviiion  of  our  penal  laws.  la 
other  rcfpefts^  we  fufpedl  his  plans  are  not  fufficiently  efficacious 
to  crufh  the  evil. — We  have  already  hinted,  that  robbery  is 
become  a  fyftem:  it  is  fupported  and  carried  on  by  numerous 
fubordinate  agents,  who  by  concealments,  advice,  informa- 
tion, and  other  means,  concur,  unfufpefted,  in  the  moil  vil- 
lainous deiigns.  We  fear,  that  the  moft  vigorous  and  violent 
meafures  will  alone  fucceed ;  but  we  Ihall  extraft  fome  judi- 
cious  remarks  from  our  author :  if  they  will  not  remove  the 
huifance,  they  may  leflen  it, 

*  The  means  of  removing  this  evil  are  plain  and  obvious*— tQ 
fupply  the  poor  with  employment ;  to  prevent  them  from 
plunging  into  drunkennefs,  gaming  ,and  idlenefs,  which  are 
the  foierunncrs  of  every  other  vice  ;  apd,  above  ^11,  to  fupprefe 
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thofe  diforderly  houfes  and  feminaries  of  thieves,  which  arc  no- 
torious to  all  the  officers  of  the  police,  but  which  it  is  the  in- 
tereft  of  all  of  them  Ihould  continue,  and  ihould  thrive.  But 
to  efFed  all  this,  one  of  two  things  is  abfolutely  nece/Tiry; 
either  gentlemen  ofcharader,  of  property,  and  of  education, 
muft  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  undertake  the  very  import- 
ant duties  cf  juftices^  of  the  peace  (for  by  fuch  alone  can  thofe 
duties  be  properly  difcharged )  or  fome  different  fyftem  of  police 
from  that  which  now  prevails  muft  be  eilablifhed. 

•  To  fuppofe  that  they,  who  make  the  office  of  juftice  of  the 
peace  a  lucrative  employment,  will  ever  execute  that  office 
properly,  is  to  fuppofe,  that  men  engaged  in  a  profitable  trade 
will  exert  themfelvcs  to  the  utmoft  to  ruin  that  trade,  or  to 
abridge  its  profits.  That  a  mercenary  juftice  fmcerely  w^lhcs 
the  reformation  of  the  lower  ranks  of  mankind,  is  what  no  one 
can  imagine,  but  he  who  is  credulous  enough  to  believe,  that 
there  are  African  traders,  who  in  their  hearts  lament  the  hard-, 
fhips  and  cruelties  which  negro  ilaves  undergo. 

*  If  indeed  perfons  of  the  defcription  which  I  have  mentioned 
cantiotbe  found  to  adl  in  the  commillion  of  the  peace,  fomeother 
fyftem  of  police  muft  be  reforted  to.  Not,  however,  a  fyftem 
confined  merely  to  the  metropolis,  as  if  it  were  matter  of  indif- 
ference what  vices  were  fuffered  to  range  through  every  other 
part  of  the  kingdom ;  nor  one  fupported  only  by  extraordinary 
^nd  formidable  powers  lodged  in  the  hands  of  new-ereded 
magiftrates  appointed  by  the  crown ;  but  fome  general  and 
permanent  fyftem,  founded  upon  the  principles  of  our  ancient 
conftitution,' 

We  muft  now  take  our  leaye  of  the  fubjedl  till  additional 
information  fhall  induce  us  to  refume  it.  We  muft  again  con- 
fefs  that  we  have  received  much  information  from  this  little 
volume  ;  and  are  only  forry  that  we  cannot  join  in  the  praifes 
of  the  letter  annexed,  with  the  warmth  of  our  Obferver. 


ji  Philo/ophicaly  Hifioricalj  and  Moral    EJfay   on   Old  Maids. 
In  Three  Volumes,     %'vo.      loj.  6d.     Cadell. 

'TPHIS  very  refpedlable  fifterhood  has  at  laft  found  a  friend, 
*  an  advocate,  a  panegyrift ;  he  is  fufficiently  interefted 
in  their  favour  to  examine  the  various  cffedts  which  neg- 
ledl,  or  extreme  delicacy,  which  difappointed  love,  or  over- 
weening ambition  may  have' produced  ;  while  as  caufes, 
though  apparently  oppofite,  and  feemingly  inconfiftent,  they 
have  concurred  in  promoting  a  ftate  of  joylofs  celibacy.  But 
he  does  not  leave  his  fubjed  imperfedt :  the  office  which  has 
been  long  delayed,  is  now  completely  executed  ;  and  the 
Historian  of  the  Old  Maids  examines  their  fituation  in 
the  moft  remote  eras,  draws  each  fccladcd  vcftal  into  view, 
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difplays  each  venerable  monaftic  in  the  glare  of  diy.  Coolcj 
ibs  retired  nun  have  anticipated  the  moment,  when  her  caltfi 
Itepofe  was  thus  rudely  to  he  dift^rbcd — Could  the  hermit^ 
whofe  objeft  way  to  be  concealed  from  all  mortal  eyey,  have' 
#ttfpe£Ved  th^t  his  retirement  would  be  invade^,  ^nd  his  er- 
irofs  expofed  in  open  day,  how  acute  would  have  been  their 
feelings,  how  poignant  their  terrors  !  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
could  the  panegyrift  of  virginity  have  fuppofed,  thUt  in  the 
moft  faftiionable  circles,  and  in  tjie  moft  fccptical  age,  that, 
(lis  rud€  labours  would  have  been,  read  with  admiration,  a- 
domed  by  the  moft  exquifite  polilh  of  a  language  in  its  high- 
«ft  ftate  of  refinement,  his  heart  would  have  glowed  with  the 
•ne>:pe6led  honour;  he  would  have  triumphed  in  refledling, 
l^at  he  has  to  live  again-,  even  on  the  verge  of  oblivion.  But 
We  can  now  on|y  afcertain  their  feelings  by  ponjed^ure ;  fq 
rfiat  we  mn-ft  no  longer  wander  in  thefe  pldafihg  biit  vifionary 
fiiades,  where  the  imagination  embodies  eVery  rifing  fancy, 
jfnd  gives  to  airy  nothings  the  attendant  frailties  of  huma-s 
mty. 

Our  a^ithor^  in  liis  enquiry,  has  taken  ^,  moft  extenlive 
,  Circuit,  and  has  exhauiled  the  philofophy,  the  hiftory,  and  the 
morality  of  old  maids.  Perhaps  he  would  have  pleafed  us 
*iore,  if  he  had  pleafed  us  lefs ;  but  as  this  is,  \ve  believe,. 
Ae  only  Bfrodern  work  on  the  fubjedl,  as  it  is  a  fyftem,  and, 
like  all  other  fyftems,  muft  be  the  ftandard  to- whi^h  every 
ihing  of  the  kind  is  to  be  referred,  we  ought  notto  complait^ 
df  its  bttlfc  :  if  the  author  had  be«rt  a  German,  three  huge 
loiios  might  have  been  the  ref&lt  of  his  enquiries^  Whea 
we  fay,  that  this  is  the  only  moderp  work,  we  ought  to  havq 
Itremioited  a  colledliort  of  periodical  eflays,  under  the"  title  of 
the  Old  Maid,  in  which  thers  are  fonfe  attempts, 

^  to  unfold 
The  fage  and  ferious  do^jnc  of  virginity.* 

But  the  light  occafional  effufions  of  t)jis  author  are  not  to  be 
jcompareci  with  the  fyftematical  enquiries  of  pur  prefent  hifr 
;orian.  •      '         , 

The  eflay  is  dedicated  to  Mrs.  Carter,  who,'  like  Diana^ 
is  reverenced  in  a  three-fold  9hara£ler,  as  poet,  philofopher^ 
^nd  old  maid.  The  Introdudlion  follows,  in  which  the  hif- 
torian  of  the  Old  Maids  (lye  beg  for  particulgir  reafons  to  be 
allowed  to  hail  him  with  this  title)  gives  a  detail  of  his  plan^ 
in  fuch  a  concife  manner  |hat  we  ihall  beg  leave  tp  tran- 
fcribe  it. 

*  I  devote  myfelf,  with  a  new  fpecies  of  Qiiixotifm,  to  the 
fervipe  of  ancient  virpnjty^    {t  is  my  intf^^ipoj  m  \h^  followr 
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ing  work,  to  redreis  all  the  wrongs  c^  the  autaiMid  maideii, 
and  to  place  her«  if  poffibltf ,  io  a  Hate  of  hoaoar,  oonteat,  aoil 
comfort^'— 'i  fik^  begin  with  »  few  remari^s  on  the  extveaie  cm*' 
^ty  and  injafiice  of  the  farcafUc  contempt  fo  freqoentljr  lavi^ 
ed  on  old  maids  in  general,  and  of  the  tendeocy  which  fudk 
treatment  has  to  atfidt,.  exasperate,  and  dcbaih  the  oharader, 
r  Ihall  proceed  to  point  out  tne  particular  failiogs  co  which  thir 
Situation  is  peculiarly  expofed ;  and  afterwards  dwell  on  the 
better  qqaltties  which  it  is  calculated  to  promote.  I  fliall  then 
talte  X  general  Airvey  of  tire  various  oegle^  and  honour,  whxc&. 
appears  to  hove  been  the  lot  of  old  maids  in  different  ages  of 
the  world ;  and;  examiain^  the  prefent  condition  of  the  Rttar* 
bood^  £  ihall  conclude  with  topics  of  confolation  and  advice.*^ 

Let  as^  enquire  a  little  father  into  the  caufe  of  this  knight* 
enantiy :  wc  ihall  give  it  in  our  author's  owfl  word?,  as  « 
pleafihg  fpecimen  of  his  manner, 

*  It  was  my  good  fortune  to  be  prefent  at  an  entertaining 
converfation  between  a  lively  married  lady,  not  iolenfabie  co 
the  burthen  of  a.  numerous  family^  whom  I  ihall  call  £aphrafia« 
and  a  very  amiable,  but  rather  e\dcrly  virgin,  whom  1  ihall  diT- 
tingniih  by  the  naiae  of  Maranthe.  Afcttr  they  had  difcofled^ 
with  much  vivascity  and  good*hamoiir,  the  difibrent  comfortt 
and  troubles  of  their  jiefpedive  conditions  ;  <Mf  yoa  aid  maids,** 
(aidfiuphrafia^  ^'had  buta  juftfenfe  of  all  your  advantages^  yo« 
would  be  the  moll  fortunate  of  human  creatures."— **<  No,  in* 
deed,"  replied  the  judicious  and  warm- hearted  Maranthe, 
**•  the  wife,  1  confefs,  has  her  heavy  load  of  anxieties,  b»t  ch# 
old  maid  is  like  a  blafted  tree  in  the  middle  of  a  wide  cxm»* 
l&on."<^The  force  of  this  iimile,  and  the  pathetic  tone  wick 
which  it.was  uttered,  by  a  woman  of  great  fenfibility,  with  4 
very  cultivated  mind,  made  a  deep  impreiSon  both  on  my  iina^ 
gi nation  and  my  heart.  The  idea  has  led  me,  in  my  folitary  * 
and  thogghtful  hours,  to  meditate  on  the  iituation  of  the  ol4 
maid ;  and  1  have  faid  to  myfolff  in  fuch  phiiofophicul  reveries^ 
•  what  can  I  do  for  this  blalicd  tree^  I  cannot^,  indeed,  traAf4> 
plant,  and  caufe  it  to  bloifom  ;  but  I  will  at  leaA  endeavour  to 
raife  a  little  fence  around  it,  which  may  take  of^  in  fom^  niea^ 
fure,  from  its  negle^ed  appearance,  and  not  fuffer  the  wti4 
SiiCos,  who.  wander  near  it,  to  kick  and  wonnd  it,  as  they  fo 
frequently  do,  in  the  wantop  gambols  of  their  aokwand  viva* 
city.' 

After  fixing  the  period  of  old  inaidifm,  w)i^ci|  he  docs  witfc 
fomo  ambiguity,  and  feemi^g  reluflance,  at  about  the  age  of 
forty,  when,  if  not  adually  within  the  gates^  he  thinks  each 
virgin  on  the  threijiold,  he  cpniidcrs  the  fituatioci  and  trea^ 
roent  of  old  maids.  In  his  progrefs,  he  enlarges  on  the  ca- 
fioiity,  credulity,  afFcfta lion,  envy,  and  ill-nature,  of  old 
fn^ds  ^  but  »t  th?  fam^  time  does  ^toflc  j^uftice  to  their  inr 
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gen uily,  patience,  and  charity.  Why  not  alfo  to  their  t(.t±^ 
dinefs,  their  tendernefs,  and  good^hamour  ?  Can  we  fufped^ 
our  author,  after  all  his  profeflions,  to  be  an  enemy  in  dif- 
guife  ?  Of  this  imputation  we  muft  acquit  him  ;  for  thefe 
qualities,  though  not  profefledly  enlarged  on,  frequently  oc- 
cur in  different  parts  of  his  work  :  we  could  have  wifhed^ 
however,  that  he  had  been  more  explicit  on  the  fubjeft,  if  it 
were  only  to  have  given  a  better  appearance  to  his  Table  of 
Contents,  the  extent  of  the  ftudies  of  many  modern  readers. 

On  all  thefe  different  qualities  he  fometime^  expatiates 
philofophically,  and  explains  the  caufes  with  preciiion.  He 
ibmetimes  illuftrates  with  pleafmg  and  appofite  iloriesy  and 
always  entertains  by  the  judgment  of  his  remarks,  and  the 
elegance  of  his  language.  The  moil  interefling  parts  of  this 
volume  are  the  little  hiftorjes,  by  which  the  different  charac- 
ters are  illoArated.  They  are  told  with  a  happy  difcrimina« 
tion  of  circumftances,  and,  in  the  moft  lively,  entertain- 
ing manner.  We  are.  foiry  that  their  length  prevents  us 
from  extrading  any  of  them  ;  but  we  were  particularly 
pleafed  with  the  difappointments  of  Mrs.  Winifred  Worm- 
wood, and  the  perplexities  of  mifs  Harriet  Afpin.  We  ihall 
feledl  the  following,  not  as  the  beft,  but  as  the  fhorteft  de- 
fcription  of  a  peculiar  kind  of  old  maids,  viz.  the  cre- 
dulous. 

*  The  credulous  old  Maid  of  the  prefent  time  is  one,  who, 
indead  pf  feeing  aparitions  in  the  vacancy  of  air,  fees  a  lover  in 
every  man  by  whom  fhe  is  civilly  accofted,and,  inflead  of  hearing 
death-watches,  hears  a  hint  at  leaft,  if  not  an  offer  of  marriage, 
in  t:^txy  common  campliment  that  is  cafually  addreiTed  to  her. 
I  have  known  fome'nn fortunate  ladies  reduced  to  a  deplorable 
condition  by  a  v^ry  ferious  mifconflrudlion  of  the  moll  trivial 
and  unmeaning  civilities. 

•  Let  me  remark,  however,  that  the  credulous  old  maiden  is 
feldom  much  afFedled  by  the  lofs  of  one  imaginary  lover ;  (he 
is,  generally  fpeaking,  a  moft  aftive  architedt,  fupremeJy  {kill- 
ed in  the  ingenious  and  happy  art  of  building  caflles  in  the 
air;  and,  as  fall  as  one  fabric  of  amorous  illuiion  is  demolifhed, 
flic  cre6ls  another  in  its  place.  Her  life  is  a  fcene  of  perpetual 
and  ever- varying  hope  ;  and,'  as  hope  is  one  of  the  moft  lively 
paffions,  her  temper  is  naturally  gay.  Her  head  may  be  com- 
pared with  one  of  thofe  rarce-lhcw  boxes,  which  are  filled  with 
Iplendid  and  fucceflive  pidures  of  one  magnificent  objc<5t :  at 
the  firft  peep  you  may  difcern  the  temple  of  Hymen  ;  the  flruc- 
ture  prelcntly  vanifhes,  but  difappears  only  to  make  room  for 
a  more  captivating  view,  either  of  the  temple  itfelf,  or  of  foine 
delightful  avenue,  which  is  terminated  by  the  fame  noble  edi- 
iice*  The  credulous  old  maid  has  a  memory  completeiy  ftored 
with  hlftories  of  love  at  firfl  fight;  ihe  can  recoiled  a  thoufand 
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inftances^n  real  life,  as  well  as  romance,  of  ladies  who  hav^ 
made  the  niofl  fudden  and  fortunate  conqueih,  by  the  i\m^\t 
and  natural  circiimflanc^ei  of  looking  out  of  window,  and  fhe^ 
therefore,  devotes  herftlf,  with  particular  afliduity,  to  this  fa^ 
vourite  aiiiufement.  I  know  a  fprightly  ancient  virgin  of  thii 
defcription,  who,  as  conftantly  as  my  lord  mayor's  day  retarns, 
continues  to  plant  herfelf  iii  fome  confp^cuous  wjndow  of  the 
city,  and,  as  the  feflive  procelfion  advaiices  in  h^r  fight,  ihe  is 
animated  with  the  hope  of  wounding  an  aldernian  or  a  (heriiF: 
ihe  looks,  indeed  on  thefe  occaiions,  as  if  (he  was  thoroughly 
convinced,  that  the  incefTant  fire  of  her  tyes  did  prodigious 
execution  upon  the  paffing  croud  ;  yet,  I  believe,  if  we  except 
her  intention,  (he  is  as  petfedlly  innocent  of  metaphorical  man- 
flaughter,  as  the  honeft  man  in  armour,  who  forms  a  part  of 
the  cavalcade,  is  innocent  of  blood.  Pruitlefs  as  the  experi« 
snent  has  hitherto  proved,  fhe  is  firmly  perfuaded,-  that  her  def* 
tiny  has  ordained  her  to  captivate  fome  unknown  lover,  by  the 
graceful  adion  of  leaning  from  a  window;  and^  I  lam  credibly 
informed,  that  fhe  pafled  a  great  part  of  feveral  nights  in  that 
pofition,  at  the  time  of  thofe  outrageous  riots,  which  threatened 
to  lay  the  metropolis  in  aihes.  At  the  moment  when  other  fe« 
Jnales  of  her  neighbourhood  had  flarted  from  their  beds,  under 
the  terrific  ideas  of  murder  and  conflagration^  this  happy  fair 
one  was  obferved  to  loiter  in  the  mod  eafy  attitude,  at  her  open 
fafh,  with  the  enlivening  hope  offtriking  fome  gallant  hero^ 
at  the  head  of  thofe  military  parties  who  then  paraded  the 
iireets*  Her  night  drefs  was  adjufted  with  peculiar  elegance 
for  this  purpofe,.and  fhe  has  ever  fince  flattered  herfelf  with 
the  aflurance  of  having  made  a  very  deep  impreflion  on  the 
heart  of  a  certain  captain  of  the  guards,  who  kiffed  his  hand 
to  her  at  the  time,  and,  according  to  her  fuppolition,  has  only 
been  prev,ented  from  a  farther  explanation  of  his  love  by  the 
tinfortunate  circumllance  of  his  having  a  proud  and  intrai^able 
old  peer  for  his  father.' 

He  then  examines  the  fituation  of  old  maids,  in  ancient 
hifh}ry.  In  the  antediluvian  world,  his  refearches  are  ufe- 
lefs,  and  he  feems  to  think  that  this  period  did  ;not  pr<^- 
duce  fuch  a  precious  rarity.  But  when  his  enquiries  were 
£nifhed,  hfe  received  a  tranfcript  from  the  fragments  of  Enoch^ 
a  work  which  he  had  rafhly  believed  apocryphal,— ^tbofe  very 
fragments  quoted  by  fome  learned  fathersi  and  fnperflitiotis 
rabbies,  to  prove,  that  the  command  of  *  increafe  add  mul- 
tiply,' was  not  fo  generally  received,  or  fo  rigofoufly  folloW- 
H,  as  had  been  fdppofed.  The  fragments  are  tranflated  j 
but  we  have  many  reafons  to  believe,  that  they  are  pretended 
tranflations  ohly  I  we  mull  <5onf(rfs,  however,  that  the  defiga 
is  ingenious,  aiid  the  execution  happy.  The  form,  and  the 
internal  evidence  of  thofe  antient  writings,  are  in  general^ 
very  well  preferved.  Our  author  then  examines  into  the 
ti umber  of  old  maids  among  the  Jews,  Egyptians,  Babylo* 
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pikntJj,  f  hoenicjans,  Armenians,  LyAiahs,  Perfiaiis,  SbytMans, 
^nd  Romans,  before  the;  Chri&ian  aera.  We  are  fufpHfed, 
V9e  ought  not  to  fay  forry,  to  find  the  profpeft  fb  dreary ; 
even  among  th/B  AmaKons,  oar  hiHorian  finds  only  one,  whom 
ht  can  name,  viz.  Penthefilea,  who  is  celebrated  by  Qnin- 
tius  Cllaber.  He  has  dared,  ra(h  and  impioUs  as  he  is,  to 
fully  the  chaj^adei-s  of  the  Vfeftals,  by  the  poifonoas  breath  of 
Ixxs  Oander,  arid,  perhaps,  not  wholly  without  reaf6n.  The 
Toriowing  pafntgc  on  this  Tubjeft,  is  trarifiated  from  Prudeh- 
,tius.:  we  infert  it  as  a  fpecinien  of  the  es^fe  and  elegance  of 
the  poetical  Veriions  of  fbme  ancient  authors. 

f  Now  let  me  fearch  iHto  the  Veftal's  fame ! 
T<>  modcfty's  bright  crown  what  feals  her  claim  ? 
Thp  little  flaves  m  childhood  are  iromur'd, 
Before  t^ie  judgment  of  the  niind  matur'd 
C^an  grow  of  virgin  fame  devoutly  fond. 
And  fpurn  the  weigat.of  the  connubial  bond* 
pn  joylcfs  altars^  which  her  heart  muft  hate. 
The  v:aptive  virgin  is  condemn'd  to  wait ; 
Not  fcorning  pleafure,  but  frorp  blifs  confin'd, 
Untouch'd  her  body,  not  untouchM  her  rniiid  : 
Kefliefs  the  bed,  on  which  unlov'd  (he  lies, 
■And  for  the  lofs  of  bridal  rapture  fighs : 
Hope  fans  this  fire  :  for  her  the  torch  may  flare, 
.And  nuptial  fillets  bind  her  hoary  hair ; 
Since,  when  thro'  fiated  years  her  vows  are  paid, 
Vefta  rejects  the  antiquated  maid  : 
"While  fit  fjgr  nuptial  joys,  no  nuptial  kifs 
JEprich'd  her  boiom  with  a  mother's  blifs ; 
A  veteran  Vedal,  now  her  priefthood  ends. 
She  quits  the  altar,  on  which  youth  attends. 
To  Hymen's  rites,  a  wrinkled  bride  I  flie's  led, 
.  And  learns  \q  wanton  in  an  icy  bed.' 
If  this  author  has  fometimes  detrafled  from  the  credit  of 
iancient  ladies,    at  others  he  refcues   fbme  unknown  virgin 
^from  oblivion,  who  lives  again  to Tanie,  in  lefs  mortal  pages, 
than  thofe  in  which  fhe  was  fornlerlycorifecrated.     We  have, 
fo  great  a  regard  for  the  fiilerhbod,  tbat  we  look  on  the  re- 
JRiued^air  one  as  a  hew  difcovered  treafiire,  wKich  envy 'Or 
fome  iefter  paflion  had  hid  Irom  us:  though  we  now  abound 
In  thefe  riches,  fuch  may  be  the  mutability  of  for th'ne,  tKlat 
.  another  hiftbrian,  of  fome  future  period,  may  look  in  vain 
^  for  fuch  rcfpedable  charaflers. 

After  the  Chriftian  era,  the  venerable  Mefs  were  more 

numerous^     Celibacy  was  connefted  with  religion,  aiid  ine 

inoll  intcrefting  cartlily  ties  were  facrificed  to  tlie  expeded 

.  tappinefs  of  a  future  ftate,     TRe  £if{6rian  is  very  fiillon  ihi? 

part  of  his  fubjeft,  full  almoft  to  difguft,  ahd  leads  us  to  wlfh 

^  that  ItLQ  had  been  contented  with  drawing  the  outline  only. 

*       \  "  '    '  Inftead 
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inll^sKl  of  Ailing  op  the  picture  with  foch  glaring  colours* 
If  (bme  parts  of  it  had  been  more  in  (hade,  the  cheek  of  ia5> 
Docence  might  have  been  fpared  a  blufli.  He  purfaes  his  fub- 
jeft  from  the  writings  of  Tcrtullian,  St,  Cyprian,  Methodius, 
St.  Athanafsus,  St.  Baiil,  St.  Gregory  Naaianzen,  and  of 
Nyflfa,  St.  Ambrofe,  St.  Chryfoftom,  and  St.  Jerom,  till  he 
^Ihes  the  hillorywith  the  decline  and  fall  of  monaitic  virgi- 
nity. We  conclbde,  that  his  references  are  exa£l,  but  con- 
fefs  that  we  have  not  followed  him  through  thefe  mazes  of 
41tt1nefs,  and  fometimes  of  affectation  :  perhaps,  however,  no 
feverer  fatire  could  have  been  written  againil  fome  of  his  authc* 
rities,  than  a  quotation  of  their  own  words.  It  muft  be  owned ^ 
that  tfaefb  pages,  though  not  very  generally  entertaining,  are 
yet  replete  with  inftrudion,  as  a  hiftory  of  manners,  and  of  the 
human  heart ;  of  the  triumph  of  fraud  and  cunning  over  a 
u^eak  credoUty,  or  honeft  bigotry. 

We  next  arrive  at  a  more  pleaiing  pidure  of  ibrae  monaf- 
,tic  old  maids,  diftinguiihed  by  literary  talents.  This  chap« 
ter  is  very  entertaining^  and  concludes  with  a  curious  ac- 
count of  a  literary  Mexican  lady,  defcended  from  Spanifh  pa- 
rents. He  next  pays  his  tribute  to  the  Peruvian  virgins  of 
the  fun,  and  to  the  old  maids  who  were  (o  highly  reverenced 
by  ow  northern  anceftors*  We  need  not  enlarge  on  this  laft 
fubjeA :  the  refpe^  in  which  chaHity  was  held  by  the  Goths, 
is  fufficieBtly  known,  and  it  was  continued  in  the  infiitutions  . 
of  chivalry,  and  rendered  facred  by  the  practice  of  its  profeiTors* 

The  hittorian  then  retuirns  to  his  own  country,  and  examines 
the  refpe6l  with  which  old  maids  were  treated  by  the  poets  of 
this  nation.     He  defcends  to  minuter  matters,  and  tells  us,  * 
that  the' hallowed  touch  of  virginity  was  a  cure  for  many  dif- 
.eaies ;  but,  as  if  to  guard  us  againft  difappointment  in  the 
experiiiMnt,  he  relates  the  many  ways,  by  which  the  exig- 
ence of  this  precious  privilege  is  afcertained.     The  mifcella- 
-  aeoos  copter  concludes  with  an  attempt  to  explain  the  oom* 
.  mon  proverbof  old  maids  being  doomed  *  to  le*d  apes  in  hell^' 
whidt  ift  at  laA  left  in  doubtful  obfcority. 

Ai  mt  have  profe^d  ourfelves  friends  of  the  Merhood, 
we  wb«ld  fuggeft  a  more  favourable  interpretation  of  the  pro* 
verb  than  has  been  nfually  given.  In  Shakfpeare  it  occurs 
in  a  different  fenfe ;  and  the  apes  are  faid  to  be  led  inl9  hell. 
.  It  is  not  hnprobable,  therefore,  that  it  may  have  been  meant 
as  a  cbbpUmenty  and  implied  that  purity,  like  theirs,  may 
.be  trufted  without,  danger,  even  to  the  threihold,  and  that 
to  them  only  could  be  a&gned  fnch  an  ofiicc  with  fafety. 

A  veiy  delicate  queilion  is  next  di&uiTed,  with  great  plea- 
fanti-y  and  addirefs,  '  Whether  a  widow,  or  mi  old  maid  be 
.»oft  eligii^Ie  for  a.  wife  ;*— 4Mit  the  %eech  j«  faroirrof  thex)ld 
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maid  is  prcfcrvf  d  at  length :  a  little  itonical  archnefs  is^howiever; 
too  coxifpicuous ;  and  the  ancierrt  virgin  will,  probably,  look  at  it 
with  no  little  diftruft,  rcfpe^ing  the  intentions  of  the  author* 

The  laft  *^olume  concludes  with  a  dream^  and  a  fernoon. 
The  author  fuppofes  that  he  is  appointed  paftor  to  a  fecludcd 
fociefy  of  the  fiftcrhood.  He  rejoices  in  the  lot,  and  intro- 
duces the  fermon,  which,  in  his  fleeping  flate^  be  delivered 
to  this  venerable  audience.     But, 

It  is  not  Homer  nods«  but  <w^  that  dream. 

We  may,  indeed,  alledge,  that  few  waking  difcourfes  arc 
more  ilroog«  animated,  and  pathetic.  This  fermon  will  not 
fall,  if  compared  with  the  moil  forcible  and  excellent,  with 
the  moft  tender  and  affeding  fcenes  which  the  pen  of  Sterne 
ever  tjaced.     The   text  relates  to  Jephtha's  daughter,    who 

•  went  with  her  companions,  and  bewailed  her  Virginity.* 
We  fhatl  feledl  the  following  palTage,  which  is,  in  our  opi* 
nion,  highly  intereiling  and  pathetic. 

*  Shall  we  fay  to  this  folitary  virgin,  *  bewail  not  your  con# 
ditio.^  ;  for,  if  you  are  a  good  Chriftian,  you  (hould  be  happy  ?' 
no  1  we  will  not  addrefs  her  thus ;  and  fhame  on  thofe  ilIon> 
ltru6led  minifters  of  Chrift,  who  infult  the  wretched  with  fuch 
abrupt  and  unfeeling  admonition  \  it  is  oar  duty  to  penetrate, 
with  infinuating  tendernefs,  into  the  painful  r^ceflcs  of  a  fuf- 
fering  fpirit.  Let  us  gently  fearch  into  che  natara!  train  of 
thought,  which  depreifeg  the  unfortunate  virgin,  and  purfue 
that  line  of  confoladon,  which  the  prefent  tura  of  her  owft 
mind  may  eiFcdually  fuggeft  !— By  what  is  flxe  depreffed  ?  by 
the  contrail,  which  memory  prefents  to  her,  between  the  gay 
fcltivity  of  her  early  days,  and  the  negle£t  and  folitude  to  which 
ihe  is  now  reduced  ;  by  the  comparifon,  which  imagination 
fuggeils  to  her,  between  her  own  defol^te  condition,  and  the 
different  deftiny  of  thofe  female  companions  of  her  youth,  who 
were  fo  fortun:ite  as  to  marry.  Let  us  follow  this  clue,  and  it 
m«y  enable  us  to  lead  the  deje6bfd  fufferer  from  the  labyrinth 
of  perplexed  and  gloomy  thoughts  into  light  and  peace!  Let 
us  firil  indulge  and  humour  the  melancholy  of  her  fpirit  I  let 
us  allow  the  feeroing  feverity  of  her  lot !  let  a»  fay  to  her, 

*  you  have,  indeed,  been  unjuftly  overlooked  by  men,  wW 
have- pitched  upon  companions  lefs  attractive,  and  haveiharedl 
their  wealth  and  fplcndour  with  partujers.  far  lefs  deierving: 
but,  before  you  efuinate  theirfuppoied  felicity,  examine  the  real 
ilate  of  thofe  aflbciatcs  of  your  youth,  whom  marriage  hai 
placed  in  a  condition  fo  different  from  your  own  I  let  us  try  the 
iirft.—  She  is  a  wcman  df  rank,  of  opulence,  of  gaiety  ;  but  her 
innocence  was  undermined  by  the  fuppofed  cottllituents  of  her 
Ti^nary  happinefs ;  and  yoor  heart  is  too  pui-c  to  envy  eve» 
pleafures  debafed  by  infamy  or  loaded  with  remorfe.* 

*.Iiet  us  proceed  to  a  fecond^^-^Behold  a  woman  whom  naf 
ture  and  education  has  rendered  a  lovely  compound  of  viva- 
city and  viftu^ !  flie  was  wedded  to  the  man  of  her  choice^ 

with 
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nviththe  fanQioii  of  her  delighted  parents.  The  figuK,  the 
fcipota^on,  a^d  the  fortaife  of  her  hofhand,  made  her  the  envy 
of  all  her  fair  fmgle  friends:  but  alas!  could  they  have  read  her 
deftiny,  fhs  would  have  excited  only  compaffiou ;  for  (lie  fopn 
found,  that  the  pleadng  manners,  tbe  enchanting  talents,  and 
the  bright  femblance  of  integrity,  in  the  man  whom  (he  fond- 
ly thought  all  perfe^ion,  covered  a  mind  corrupted  by  licen- 
tious p]eafure>  and  a  heart  that  could  only  counterfeit,  for  a' 
Yery  (hort  period,  all  the  generous  charaderidics  of  genuine 
love,  ^is  pa(fion  was  extinguKhed  by  a  few  weeks  po(re£]on  $ 
and  (he  then  experienced^  in  return  for  real  and  anxious  aiFcc- 
tion,  mortifying  negied,  contemptuous  farcafm,  and  perpetual 
Infideltty.  IjLis  vices  foon  produced  their  natural  eifeo,  the 
ruin  of  his  fortune,  his  temper,  and  his  health.  HauiiDed  b/ 
every  painful  recolledion,  he  now  vainly  tries  to  drown,  in 
deeper  intemperance,  all  ideas  of  his  mifery  ;  while  the  inno- 
cent and  Aill  lovely  vidlim  of  his  various  crimes,  furrounded 
l>y  indigent  and  deferted  children^  looks  up  to  thofe,  her  for^ 
Vi^t  companions,  who  have  remained  unmarried,  as  the  moft 
enviable  of  human  beings, 

^  But  to  let  us  pafs  on  to  a  third,  and  a  much  happier  ex- 
ample of  married  life.— Here,  indeed,  as  you  truly  obferve, 
here  we  £nd  ^v&ty  circumdance  oS  charader  and  condition* 
<hat  is  julHy  eiptitled  to  the  name  of  fortunate.  In  this  perfon 
we  may  behold  the  beloved  wife  of  ana^cdlionate  and  afeofible 
hufband  :  the  healthy  and  opulent  mother  of  a  numerous  and 
Jovely  offspring,  bhe  has  a  heart  and  fpirit  torclilh  happinefs, 
and  (he  is  furrounded  by  every  thing  that  is  likely  to  give  and 
ao  increafe  it.  Her  condition  js,  in  truth,  oppofite  to  that  of 
theelderly^  indigent,  and  folitary  maiden,. — But  let  us  take  a 
nearer  view  of  this  fortunate  perfonag-e  !  let  us  vifit  the  man- 
£on'of  feiicityi — where  is  tlie  gaiety  that  (hould  furround  it?, 
^ood  Heavens  1  what  evil  has  befallen  it  ?-^aU  is  diforder  and 
4idrefs.---mifchance  has  happened  to  one  of  the  young  and  fa- 
xrourite  branches  of  this  flQuri(^ing  hoi^e« — it  is  the  cry  of  the 
^ifl:radcd  mother  over  her  darling,  torn  from  her  h'^  a  calami- 
tous death. — let  us  reare  !  for  her  we  cannot  comfort  1 — her 
^rief  can  be  alleviated  only  by  that  Almighty  power,  who  has 
permitted  it  to  be  inflifted^.  But  we  have  received  our  Icflbn 
in  the  piercing  four«d  of  her  didrefs.  A  fingle  (hriek  of  the 
mother,  on  the  expiration  of  her  child,  ought  to  drown  for 
ever  aU  the  petty  murmuring  of  maidenly  difcontent.' 

On  the  whoie,  we  have  feldom  feen  fych  varied  fcenes  of 
entertainment,  in  any  one  work  :  let  no  one  exclaim  againd 
the  ancient  virgins,  as  gloomy,  four,  and  unfocial ;  for  if  he 
jQionld  ever  feel  in  their  fociety  an  e(Fe£^  benumbing  as  that  of 
4he  torpedo,  and  gloomy  as  that  occadoned  by  the  interior 
ftfped  of  the  cave  of  Trophonius,  let  him  turn  to  their  hido- 
fian  and  panegyrid^  and  he  will  be  again  redored  to  mirth,  . 
^ihe^fttlncrs^  aqd  fociety. 
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Jtnimai^erfimis  PbiUUgka  in  nomnuHa  Coram  L9C€*  Jutiim^ 
Illufttatifous  in  V.  T.  ex  Arahifino^  necnon  Perfifmo  defromfltt. 
Fro  Sfifimine  edidit  R*  Autonius  Fieyra,  LL*  B.  ac  L,  L, 
ffij^.  et  ItaL  P.  Reg.  in  CoL  S.  $.  et  Ind.  Trin.  DnbHn.  J^o. 
l/.   I/,  in  Boards.     Robinfon. 

CINCE  our  more  intimate  connedUons  with  the  EaA  com* 
'^  menced^  the  Oriental  laiigntges  are  no  longer  the  omambitt 
of  the  (cholaronly,  nor  are  they  confined  to  the  illuftratiof^  of  the 
facred  writings  :  they  dired  the  politician,  by  explaining  the 
languages  of  treaties  ;  they  open  the  treafures  of  eaftern  learn- 
ing, and  are  effential  even  in  the  counting-houfe.  Of  thefe 
langnages,  the  Arabic  is  the  '  principium  &  fens  ;'  and,  of 
the  Arabic,  the  Coran  is  the  pureft  and  oioil  copious  fource* 
The  extent  of  territory  occupied  by  the  followers  of  Mo- 
hammed, the  zeal  of  the  MuiTulmen,  which  leads  tbem»  oa 
die  moft  common  occafions,  to  employ  the  phrafes  of  their 
facred  writings,  and  the  real  elegance  of  the  work  dictated , 
in  a  great  degree,  by  their  prophet,  render  it  the  moft  ufefui 
book  for  the  direction  of  the  learner's  fludies,  and  the  faireft 
objeA  for  the  criticifms  of  the  commentator.  Oar  author, 
who  wifhes  to  affift  a  meafure  in  agitation  in  the  univerHty  of 
Dublin,  viz.  the  eflablifhment  of  a  profe^orihip  of  Oriental 
languages,  has  publifhed  the  *  Animadveriiones,'  and  ibme 
Etymological  Enquiries,  as  Specimens  of  the  great  utility  of 
the  eaftern,  particularly  the  Arabian  and  Perftaa  languages. 
This  volume  may  be  conftdered,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  as  imper* 
fed  :  indeed  it  is  announced  only  as  a  ipecimen ;  bat  it  dii^ 
plays  the  ycutenefs,  the  judgment;  and  the  erudition  of  tho 
author.  The  Oriental  languages  are  now  become  a  n^cdSby 
part  in  a  fyftem  of  education,  and  every  inftitution  (hould 
comprehend  this  branch  of  philology :  M.  Vieyra  feems  well 
qualified  to  affift  fo  beneficial  a  deiign. 

The  remarks  on  the  Coran  are  the  firft  in  this  work;  an4. 
we  fhall  give  fome  Specimens  of  our  author's  execution  in  thi9> 
branch.  We  ihall  feledl  thofe  paiTages  which  are  more  gene* 
rally  interefting,  and  more  ea£ly  under ftood.  As  the  Dedica- 
tion and  Preface  belong  rather  to  the  etymological  part  of  th« 
work,  we  ftiall  give  fome  account  of  them,  previous  to  our 
obfervations  on  it.  AU  the  Animadveriiones  are  indeed  pbi{^ 
logical ;  and,  in  many  refpeds,  etymological. 

*  Com.  58*  Vrhcm.  £x  voce  hac  Arab,  qua^  eft  im  tcsctp^ 
lariat  k.  i.  e.  urbs,  pagus^,  villa,  derivantur  v^e$  fwiViVri,  i.  t^ 
ci'ves^  ntcnoii  quirifUfSf  L  e.  rex  ur^is;  quasmvis  utriMfque  voci^ 
etymon  Romanos  fcriptcres  latuerit,  ut  ait  cl.  Gebelin.  Hinc 
pariter  dignofcicur  prima  pars  Funics  vocii,  fc.  Cartas  urbeip 
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GartfaagiQenfem  iignifca^tif •  Verom  boq  ana  ^ft  opinio  de 
akena  voce  ag  (z.  toftatn  voccon  Carcag  cum  priori  Itart  confli* 
tacnce.  Ancequam  rero  opiaionem  me^oi  proferain  fequen^i^ 
Itbet  in  aDtecefibm  ^(krr^m  In  niimis  Cart^ginenfibus  videre 
eft  r^/  r^«/  getai^ro&  indoles,  cgregie  infcolptQin*  et  juxta 
P^oZfittf  surblor  eft,  cam  .A»SLy\\&  iq  ramis.  Catteruoi  hoC  equi 
capat  in  nurois  Cartbaginenfibas  infculptttoi  vide$ur  in  memo- 
riam  illius,  quod  e  terra eruerant,  cum  prima  nrbis  fundamenu* 
.  jacerent ;  idqae  poilea  in  .ooKn  verAim^  Juftinus  ex  Trogo» 
1*  xviii.  ait :  Ihi  qutque  caput  equi  repertum^  hUicofum  firtemque 
populum  fgnificam^  urhi  at^ficaiam  fcdem  dtdid*  Hinc  Virgil, 
\  i^n. 

^<  Locus  in  arbe  fuit  media,  Istiffimas  ambra. 
Quo  pfimum  jadati  i^ndls,  et  turbine  paeni 
Effbdere  loco  ngpum,  ^uod  r^gia  Juno 
Monitrarat,  caput  acris  equi.''  ;  .  ,  • 

Cum  Virgilio  concinjt  Sil.  Ital.  1.  i. 

^<  Oi|entant  caput  efFofia  tellure  repertum 
Bellatoris  equi,  atque  omen  clamore  falutant." 

Palma  v^ro  indicare  videtur  regionem,  e  qua  profcdi  vcnerant, 
t^hoeniciam  nempe,  palmis  abundanrem.  Puco  igitur  voceni 
Cart-ag  compofuam  efle  ex  Ar.  Karjat  et  Ag^  quaruih  prima 
£gnificat  urhetn^  fecunda  vero  equum.  Igitur  ex  capite  equi 
inventi  in  illo  loco  nomen  defumfit  urbs  Oarthagineniis  j;  quem- 
admodom  ex  aurifodinis  nomen  accepit  Fe'lfa^  feu  Fezza^  quod 
nomen  Arabice  aurum  fignificat,  Notandum  infuper  primige- 
biam  vim  vocis  ag  qua;^^»«m  fignificat,  fitaiji  elfe  in  magni* 
tudine*    £x  hac  porro  primitiva  notione  derivantur. 

Lat.  £qu-u5,  equ-e9»  equ-ifo,  aga-fo,  &c«  &c. 

Gotlu  Ak-k^n,  equus. 

Hiberp,  Eac.'    vwj.  d.  Valjanccj'  Gram.  Hiher.  P-  ijt. 

Hiip.  I}ac-a  Aflurco.    Puerilfa  iunt  qiise  dc  origine  hujus 
Hifp,  vocis  affcrt  Aldrete,  p.  46. 

^QufiC.  pac-a*    Idem  ac  Hifp.  haca. 

Angl.  riac-ncyNag. 

Ital.  Hacjue-nea,  fiveCbinea* 

&al.  Haque*nee« 

«  Denique  ex  primigenia  notione  magnitadinis»  quae  ineft 
primitive  huic  voci  derivari  exiilimo 
Angl.  ji  Ox         1 
Germ.  *  OcJi       I   j.^^ 
Suev.       Ok         \  ^°'- 
Pannoi^.  Okon     3  , 

Et,  ni  fallor,  Ang].l)uee,  ingens/ 

We  fiiall  feleA  another  parage,  on  account  of  the  Remark- 
able affinity  between  tbe  criticifms  on  the  Cpran  an4  the  New 
Tjcfiament^  in  a  very  fimalar  paffage. 

O  4  •  CAP, 
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jtOO  Animad'verjtonti  Pbilohgtca, 

"*CAP.  vii.  Com,  41.  Camehu  fer  firamen  acus.  Vertendtim 
potiasputo:  rudens  per  foramen,  acus.  Arab,  vox,  quam  Ma» 
mc.  vertit^  cameius,  eft  ambigua,  poteil(jae  camelum^  aat  ruf 
dentem  fignificare,  pro  diveriitate  vocalium.  Nam  cum  prim^ 
phatau,  ac  fecunda  giefmaUy  eft  Camelm\  fed  c^m  prima 
^ammata,  ac  fecUnda  phatata^  eft  rudens,  Porro  ex  hac  Arab^ 
^fteriort  voce  oriuntur 

Hifp.    Gumenum     1 

Jtal.     Gomena,      >   Rudens* 

Gall.    Gomeiae*     J 
<       '  De  Rudenie  porro  hie  agi,  npit  vero  de  Catnejoy  faadet 

analogia  major  inter  rudentem  et  fi]um»  quod  Tolet  per. 

foramen  acus  ipduci.    ynde  eft,  quod  Alcamus  explica^ 

banc  vofeip  hie  per  rudentem  navU. 
*  Furtum  funt  base  verba,  aic  Maraccius,  ex  Matth,  xix. 
Verum  meminiife  oporcebat  vocem  camilon  in  Evan^g.  Matth. 
ffXponi  per  crajjum  rudentem^  quo  nauta  utuntur  ad  jaciendas  an- 
fboras^  apud  Theophylaftum,  Euthym.  et  Phavorin.  Fruftra 
interim  lufpicator  Drufius^  eos  oon  fcripiifte  Camilon^  fed  Ca* 
hilon^  ut  Graeca  vox  conveniat  cum  Belgica  Cabel.  Nam  opu$ 
non  era^  gt^^caLxa  yopem  cudere,  unde  Belgica  oriretur ;  cun| 
Hebrsi,  Arabes,  Sec.  fMnem  nautipum  chehe!^  vel  chahal  vocent, 
ifx  qua  voce  primitiva  oriu^ti^r 

Belg.     Cabel.       -j 

Luiit,    palabre,     J 

Oar  learned  readers  know  that  the  word  u»iin>JOi»  in  th« 
twenty-fourth  verfe  of  the  nineteenth  chapter  of  St,  Mathew, 
bas,  by  fome  commentators,  been  read  Kotiiixoq.  Parfon 
Adams*  remark  is  more  generally  known.  **  It  is  eaiier  for  a 
bell-rope^"  ^  which  for  fome  reafons,  fays  he,  that  I  ani  unv 
acquaihtcd'jvith,  our  tran'flatprs  have  rendered  "camel,"  &c. 
Ka/ii^o;  occurs  in  Ar^ftophanes,  and  fome  other  authors,  where 
it  means  a  rope ;'  but  we  know  not  that  Katir\>J0^  has  ever  the 
fame  fignification.  The  change  is,  however,  very  minute, 
though  perhaps  unneceftary.  In  the  Arabic  it  requires  the 
tranfpofition  of  one  vowel,  and  the  change  of  another. 

In  many  refpe^s,  different  parts  of  the  Old  Teftamen^ 
inay,  in  our  author'^  opinion,  be  correfted,  from  a  knowledge 
of  the  Arabic  and  Perfian  lanjgu^ges.     Of  this  kind  the  fol* 
'  Ipvving  is  a  fpecimen,  better  adapted  to  illuftrate  the  connec- 
tion than  the  remarks  de£gnedly  adduced  for  this  purpofe. 

*  Sataitah  Ex  Arab,  voce  quae  eft  in  textu  derivatur  Perficunt 
yoeabuium  Hhitan  Diabolus^  qui  etiam  alia  voce  Periica,  az^ 
ffiudi^  fc,  indicatjur,  ex  qua  fluxit  Latina  Afmodaus^  necoon 
prseca  Jfmodaiosy  quae  in  verf.  Job,  iii,  legitur,  Porro  de  h.ujpa 
^PiT^inls  etymologia  yariae  extan)  conjeSur^t    Quod  fi,  vel 
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•^nmis  labiis,  Perfica  rudimenta  actigiflent  viri  caetera  praecla- 
riflj/ni,  quam  facillime  deprehendi/TeDt  vocem  AzmuJc  nihil 
^liud  efTe,  quam  partic.  paflT.  verbi  azmu^cn^  quod  eil  tentare^ 
inftigare.  Unde  notio  particip.  praet.  tentatu^  Inftigatui^  ncc 
»on,  pro  Perficae  linguae  ingenio,  tentans^  injllgator^  ientator. 
Quam  appe]lacionem  apprime  diabolo  convenire,  nemo  eil  qui 
non  videat/ 

There  are  many  criticifms  in  this  part  of  the  work,  which 
are  highly  curious,  and  others  of  a  more  trifling  kind:  we 
(hall  only  fele£l  the  following  note,  which  will  contribute  to 
explain  the  origin  of  a  very  prevalent  cuftom  among  ancient 
nations. 

*  Kt  cum  puella  fepulta  viva  interrogabltur.  Zaraachlharias 
;ad  haec  verba,  immanem  hunc  prifcorum  Arabum  vitium  de* 
fcribens,  fie  loquitur  :  fama  tenets  morls  fuljjey  ut  cum  partui 
wlcifui  ejffef  graifii/a,  fojjatn  effhderct^  at  que  fupra  earn  fojfam  f  nI- 
TERETUR.  ^od  Jt  filiam  eJtret^  in  fojjam  projici^  Jin  JUium, 
tolli  folitum  fuijfe» 

<  Porro  promigenia  notio  Arabic!  verbi,  quod  hie  redditof 
I^atine  per  /j^///,  eft,  utrem  ladis  agitare  butyri  cogendi  €rgo% 
-atquc  hinc  metaphor  ice  ufurpatur  de  faminay  qua  dolor ibms 
icorrcpta  et  concujfa^  parturiu  Ita  docet  Geuharius,  additque 
.  verbooi  bocce  ejufdem  t^^  pbteflatis  atque  indolis  cum  <ilio 
Arab^  verbo  zahada  [literac  funt  ze^  be^  dal]  quod  Hebrxum 
iquoque  eft,  ec  plane  ejufdem  iigniiicacionis  atque  ufus,  quod- 
^ue  legitjar  Gen.  xxx*  20.  neque  ufquam  alibi  fefe  oiFert.  qui- 
nimo  1.  Chaldaica  et  Syriaca,  telle  d.  Schult.  ne  minimum  qui- 
dem  verbi  hujus  veftigium  reliquit.  Qui  Anglicam  S.  C.  ver* 
£onem  elaborarunt  Ixx  fequuti  funt,  ac  veluti  fervum  pecu^» 
qua  itur,  non  qua  eundum  erat,  iverunt  via.  Vercerunt  igicar 
praefatum  locum  Gen.  jfnd  Leah  faid^  God  bath  endued  me 
with  a  gjood  dowry.  At  veftram  fidem  interpretes !  exclamat 
cl.  Schultens,  cujus  verfionem  hie  apponere  Hbet :  utre/n  mibi 
meum  optima  agitu<vit  Deus  agiiatione :  nunc  utfque  confuejcet  et  ha-- 
hitaiit  mecum  vir  meus^  quod  jam  /ex  ei  partu  edidi  JUios  :  et  ap- 
pellan>it  eum  Zebulon^  Dedita  opera,  utrem  poAiit  Schultens,  cum 
uterum  verecunde  deiignet.  Corrigendus  itaque  d.  Caliellus,' 
.qui  in  errorem  quoque  ab  interpretibas  conje£ius  eft.' 

Then  follow  the  more  particular  illuftrations  of  the  Old 
Teftament,  from  the  Arabic  and  Periian.  Thefe  are,  how- 
jsver,  frequently  of  little  importance ;  and,  in  feme  inftances, 
par  author  feems  to  have  looked  too  deep  for  a  ytxf  obvious 
meaning.  The  teftimonies  of  the  learned,  in  fupport  of  the 
utility  of  the  Oriental  languages,  next  follow. 

Five  fpecimens  of  etymologies  are  fubjoined,  vis.  thofe 

.wher«  the  Arabic,    &c.    illuftrates  Latin,   Englifti,  Spanifti 

;ind  Portuguefe,  Italian  and  French.     Etymology  is  a  fafci- 

/mating  fcience  ^  for  it  engages  the  imagination^  and  then  leads 

\.  '"  the 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


i\kt  reafon  captive :  the  iniiid«  io  pitrfult  of  analogies^  eitb^ 
fancied  or  real,  feldom  flops  within  its  proper  limits,  buc  ex* 
patiates  over  every  art  and  fcience  till  it  finds,  or  creates,  what 
n  purfued.  That  this  cenfuie  is  not  too  fevere,  wc  feel  from 
frequent  experience  y  for  thofe  whom  etymology  firil  affiile4 
as  a  fervant,  it  foon  dire^s  as  a  tyrant.  This  is  the  princip«il 
canfe  of  its  abufe ;  and  it  i$  fupported  by  the  many  languages 
derived  from  a  few  parent  ftocks.  A  late  author  faocie^  that 
he  found  the  Greek  lapgaage  to  have.been  the  origin  of  many 
Englifh  words  ;  others  look  up  to  the  Saxon  and  the  German, 
bat  forget  that  they  are  only  the  offspring,  fometimes  coeval, 
of  the  origin^  northern  language,  probably  the  Celtic.  Our 
author  has  this  advantage,  that,  in  his  purfuit,  he  has  ad- 
vanced nearer  to  the  fource  ;  for  the  Arabic  and  the  Per/ian 
4re  Ipfs  diHant  from  the  Celtic  than  the  Greek  or  the  Ger- 
man. He  has  purfued  his  enquiries  with  great  diligence,  itad 
(ihall  we  fay  too  much  ?)  minutenefs.  In  thefe  iituatiops  it  is 
BOt  eafy  to  (lop ;  ^nd  an  author,  fond  of  his  fubjed,  is  the 
lail  to  perceive  that  he  has  proceeded  too  far  ijq  the  purfuit. 
But  we  promifed  to  examine  the  arguments  M.  Vieyra  ha& 
adduced  in  juftification  of  his  deiign« 

Our  author  i^^  alleges,  and  with  great  jufiice,  that,  by 
comparing  the  elements  of  the  eaftern  languages  with  thofe 
which  we  already  know,  and  afcer tain ing  the  clrcamfiances  in 
which  they  agree,  we  ihall,  with  litUe  labonr,  attain  the 
knowledge  of  many  words,  confeffedly  the  moft  difficult  pajl: 
of  the  talk.  He  might,  with  equal  reafon,  have  added,  that 
they  will  alio  be  more  indelibly  fixed  in  our  minds,  than  by 
the  vfnal  tranfitory  methods.  But  )ie  feels,  and  acknow- 
leges,  the  difficulty  of  the  ta&  ;  and  modeftly  own»,  t^at  he 
may  have  erred  in  Ibme  of  his  refearches.  In  his  next  ftep» 
%t  feems  rather  to  betray  his  own  caufe  :  we  require  etymo- 
logies, he  thinks,  to  deteA  a  word,  among  the  various  founds 
it  may  acquire  in  circulation.  We  fear  this  has  been  a  greal 
iburce  of  abufe;  for  the  found  often  influences  the  orthogra- 
phy, and  we  are  led  by  it  to  an  erroneous  etymology.  The 
remarks  on  the  influence  of  climate  on  the  organs  of  fpeech, 
and,  from  thence^  on  the  pronunciation,  quoted  from  M. 
Court  da  Gebelin,  are  very  aoite  and  ingenious,  bat  vifion* 
ary  and  erroneous.  Milton  told  us  that  the  cold,  in  thefe 
northern  regions,  prevented  us  from  opening  our  mouths  to 
prphoox^ce  the  <i,  like  the  Italians ;  and  it  has  been  often  re- 
peated by  thofe  who  never  heard  a  Scotchman,  the  inhabitant 
of  9  climate  equally  cold,  pronounce  it.  The  moil  finely, 
fpun  fyilems  on  this  fubje£t  are  d^t^oyed  with  equal  eaie. 
M.  Vieyra^  ho\^ver,  foon  efcapes  from  the  conteft;   and, 

^ith 
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wtth  gr^at  policy  and  addrefs,  introduces  M.  Gebelln^  M.  de. 
St.  Palaye,  and  M.  Salzer,  to  contend  for  him.  The  work& 
of  thefe  authors  are  fuificiently  known,  and  few  will  want 
fpedmens  of  the  ingenuity  and  refinement  of  either.  Thejr 
have,  indeed,  ftretched  the  cord  till  it  ha$  broken  ond^  the 
weight ;  and,  by  contending  that  etymology  may  be  fubfer*f 
vient  to  philofophy,  to  the  hillory  of  the  human  mind,  and 
the  progrefs  of  manners,  they  have  almoft  Jed  us  to  doubt 
whether  it  is  of  any  ufe.  A  juryman  once  remarked,  with 
great  fhrewdnefs,  after  the  ingenious  counfellor  had  concluded 
a  very  Subtle  defence,  *  He  has  made  what  I  know  to  be  falfe 
fo  verjr  probable,  that  I  much  doubt  whether  that  which  he 
has  endeavoured  to  prove  certain  has  any  grtat  foundatioft.^ 
In  &k9xty  if  etynooiogy  is  condtt£ked  with  caution  and  proptri- 
tiy,  it  may  be  iHU  highly  ierviceable ;  aad,  at  it  is  fo  fubjeft 
10  abufe,  the  attention  muft  be  unremittingly  exerted  to  gttar4 
agaiaft  an  intemperate  purfuit.  In  the  following  pailage* 
though  it  be  jttft  on  the  whole,  we  think  the  author  tptteri 
en  his  hobby  horfe. 

*  Pttt0  igitur  vocem  <>//<r  affinitatem  Jiabere  cum  voce  G/f>t 
quo  nooiine  nuocupati  fuere  Afiatici  illi  colon i,  qui  inter  J!>4f* 
nuhium  et  montem  Himum  fedem  delcgere  ;  quique  poftea  pe^ 
totam  Eurppam  ufque  ad  promontorium  Cekicum  Hiberniam^ 
que  M^.y  XX  mox  dixi,  diffudere.  Nee  obilat  hujufmodi  deri* 
Vationi  littera  /  quae  ikepe  interjid  folet,  ut  in  Hifp.  vocej2»- 
rejla^  hng.forrft^  quae  a  primitiva  voce  bar ^  far,  ifc.  deriva* 
tor,  et  in  aliis  fane  mulcis,  ex  quibas  nonnullas  invenies  fab 
voce  cera  ltal«  .    . 

*  Roboratur  auten  hujnfinodi  coojedura  ex  eo  quod  Pliaios 
Hiil*  Nat.  Liv.  liv.  C.  xi*  ait,  extitifie,  nempe,  inter  Danu^ 
Hum  pariter  ec  mootem  Hemum  gentes,  quae  Gauda  appell;^ 
baatan  Qnis  aptem  in  hujufmodi  appellatione  affinitatem  noa 
^nofcat  vocis  Gotbi  cum  voce  Gaudtt  f  Mirum  igitur  efle  noa 
debet,  fi  vox  Ceha  c^m  voce  Geta  affinitatem  quoque  habeat; 
Olueque  tandem  et  npmen  et  originem  ex  Gttis  acceperint.' 

If  he  totters  in  this  explanation,  which  is,  however,  weH 
founded,  he  certainly  falls  in  that  which  follows. 

*  Bread,  brot  Theuton.  itb  Orient,  brout,  cibus,  alimen« 
mentum.  V.  Cad.  p«  i)3i>  ubi  extat  v.  br6  comedit.  mandu- 
cavit,  pallu  fe  rcfecit.  Igitur  bread  [panis]  cihus  per  excellea* 
tiaa  fait  appellatus.  Q^fi  vocis  brout,  mediam  Uu  naftdm^ 
09^is  I  dentaiti  cum  deniaUhus ;  lahimlf/qu4  tandtm  cum  lahialihu$ 
€ammutav€rhy  orietur  (quid  profe6to.?)  Lat.  prano-£R£,  innu* 
«ns  fk^tionem  fefe  laotiiis  reficiendi;  quae  eft  etiam  fignificatio 
Ar.  V.  bra|h|  fc.  epulaiui  eft  amplo  et  lauto  convivig.    V.  Ca|U 
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Of  the  ctyxnojogici,  I  fear  we  may  fay  with  Martial,  in  the 
vtr^t  fo  often  employed,  *  Sunt  bona,  funtquawiani  mediocria 
funt  mala  plura^  yet  cor  author  has  certainly  added  to  the 
/lock  ;  and,  from  his  acquaintance  with  the  Spani(h  language, 
which  contains  many  Arabic  words  ;  from  his  knowledge  of 
fome  other  modern  languages,  as  well  as  the  Latin  and  Greek, 
he  has  illuftratcd  many  words,  whofe  roots  were  cither  un- 
known, or  imperfedly  afcertained  by  conjedlure.  We  ought 
not  to  conclude  our  article  without  remarking,  that  we  have 
not  often  feen  modern  Latin  more  clear  and  elegjant,  more 
precife  and  compreheniive* 

'    "  '  '-'  '■  ■  ■"   ■  I  ■■»   ■      III      II  1       I         l.^l    ..       II  I  I.I  I  I        ,M 

Letters  concerning  tht  Northern  Ceiaft  of  the  County  of,  Antrim^ 
By  the  re*u.  WilUam  Hamilton^  A.  M»  Fellonv  of  TrtAity* 
College,  Dublin,     Sh/a.     4/.  /eweJ^     Robinfon. 

CINCE  natural  enquiries  dcfervedly  engage  the  attention  of 
*^  tvtxY  traveller,  we  are  pleafed  to  fee  that  the  objeds  of  * 
our  own  neighbourhood  are  found  to  have  charms  fufH- 
cient  to  attract  the  philofopher  and  the  antiquary.  It  is  re- 
markable, that  the  ftupendous  columns,  which  form  the  chief 
ftibje^t  of  thefe  pleaiing  and  incerefling  Letters,  had  been 
C4irforily  examined,  and  carelefly  defcribed,  till  the  difco- 
very  of  the  bafaltic  colonnade  in  Vivarais  had  direfted  the 
eyes  of  the  phijofopher  to  this  fubjedl.  The  ingenious  and. 
philoibphic  author  of  Jthis  work  has,  in  a  great  degree,  fup- 
p].ied  the  dcfei^js  of  the  Epgliih  paturalifls  ;  we  ihall  examine 
the  fubftance  of  his  Letters,  in  their  order.  ' 

Mr.  Jriamilt^n  firft  defcribes  the  northern  coaft  of  the 
county  of  Antjrim,  and  the  little  ifland  of  Raghery,  more 
commonly  calied,  in  our  maps,  Raghlin.  He  thinks  they 
have  been  oace  united  ;  indeed,  we  have  frequently  men- 
tioned our  opinion,  which  every  fucceeding  difcovery  iVrength- 
tns,  that  this  coaft  was  formerly  connedled  not  only  with 
Raghery,  but  with  the  other  Hebrides,  with  the  ifles  of  Fe-* 
roe,  /and,  probably,  with  Iceland.  In  this  part  of  the  world, 
the  admirers  .of  Plato  would  find  vtTy  fufBcient  foundation, 
for  the  deftruftion  of  the  Axlantica.  The  coaft  of  Ireland, 
and  of  Raghery,'  are  cgmpofed  of  limeftone,  which  fupports 
the  bafaltic  columns,  and  is  fometimes  deprefted  by  them  :  in 
many  parts  of  it  the  columnar  appear;ince  is  trifling  and  im- 
perfect ;  and,  in  others,  is  entirely  abfent.  Commonly  the 
columns  are  on  the  weftern  coafts,  and  pretty  generally  on 
the  promontories.  The  defcription  of  the  manners  of  the 
iflanders  is  ejf^treraely  pleaiing :  their  innocence,  their  inte- 
grity and  fimplicity,  fcrm  a  'pi(5ture  of  the  fabulous  ages  1 
8  an4 
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and  we  fee,  with  delighCy  the  Jiuiuan  race  mutually  ai&fling 
each  other  I,  mutually  receiving  and  conferring  happinefs. 
TThey  love  their  country  from'  affcflion,  rather  than  reafon  ; 
iince  they  know  little  of  other  fitoations:  the  neighbouring 
main,  (for  fo  Ireland  may  be  comparatively  called)  they  de- 
tef^ ;  but  t}iey  feem  to  deteft  itis  invaders  only,  for  in  this 
part  of  it,  the  conquers  and  thcL  cruelties  of  the  Scots  and 
Engliih  were  moft  confpicuous*' 

*  The  tedious  procefles  of  civil  law  are  little  known  in  Rag- 
hery ;  and  indeed  the  affedUon  which  they  bear  to  their  land- 
lord, whom  they  always  fpeak  of  by  the  endearing  name  of 
maiter,  together  with  their  own  fimplicity  of  manners,  renders 
the  interference  of  the  civil  magiftrate  very  unneceiTary.  The 
feizure  of  a  cow  or  a  horfe  for  a  few  dayj,  to  bring  the  de- 
faulter to  a  fenfe  of  duty  i  or  a  copioas  draught  of  fait  water 
from  the  furrbunding  ocean,  in  criminal  cafes,  forms  a  greater 
part  of  the  fandlions  and  puniftimencs  of  the  ifland.  If  the  of- 
fender be  wicked  beyond  hope,  baniihment  to  Ireland  is  the 
dernier  refort,  and  foon  frees  the  community  from  this  pef- 
tileotial  member. 

*  In  a  feqaeflered  ifland  like  this,  one  would  exped  to  find 
bigotted  faperftition  flourifh  fuccefsfully  under  the  aufpiccs  of 
the  Romiih  church ;  but  the  fimplicity  of  the  iilanders  does 
not  fofter  any  uncharitable  tenets,  and,  contrary  to  one's  ex-? 
pe^ation,  they  are  neither  grofsly  fuperftitious,  nor  rank  bi- 
gots, but  have  been  known  to  hold  the  unchrillian  do^^rines  of 
their  late  Spanifh  prieft  in  great  contempt — nay  in  cafes  of  ne^ 
ceffity  they  do  not  fcruple  to  apply  for  aififtance  to  the  proteftar\t  * 
xniniAer.  Of  their  good  •will  to  the  eAablifhed  church  they 
give  an  annual  proof  which  ore  rarely  finds  in  any  ofher  part 
of  Ireland.  The  minifler's  tyihe  amounts  to  about  iooI.«per 
annuQ),  and  when  the  iflanders  have  got  in  their  own  harvel!', 
they  give  the  parfon  a  day  of  their  horfes  and  cars,  and  bring 
the  entire  tythe  home  to  his  farm  yard.' 

Beti^veen  Ballycaftle  bay  and  Fairhead,  lie  the  collieries.  It 
has  been  difcovered,  by  accident,  that  they  were  worked  in 
very  remote  ages,  probably  before  the  ufe  of  pit-coal  was 
known  in  England,  fmce  a  complete  mine,  with  a  regular 
gallery,  branching  off  into  different  chambers,  has  been  found, 
though  even  tradition  is  filent  on  the  fubje£l.  This  difco- 
very,  and  the  remains  of  the  Brchon  laws,  contribute  to  d©^ 
monftrate,  that  there  was  a  lime  when  wood,  and  perhaps, 
peat,  were  fcarce  in  that  kingdom.  The  prefent  bogs  had, 
probably,  then  no  exiflence  :  we  know,  as  otfr  author  al- 
jeges,  that  the  increafe  of  thefe  is  rapid,  and  fometimes 
irrefiflible  ;  and  it  may  be  added,  that  inflruments  of  hus- 
bandry, and  marks  of  cultivation,  have  been  fqund-belcv/ 

them. 
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them.  In  &d^i  #^  know  aifo  f««m  hiftery,  that  Xtcland  ini$ 
ftcivilieed  ain^  |K$titheA' kingdom »  when,  in  many  (Hurts  of 
Europe^  mahkind  tver6  ilill  in  a  lavage  ftate,  or  degctier«tiitg: 
into  the  opjiofliPe  cktfeme  df  a  depraved  nsffeminaiy.  It  wa* 
the  feat  of  lea^ni^g,  the  refuge  of  the  philofojdier ;  and 
the  fe«v  rparks  of  Icience  which  remained^  after  .the  inrbpdoa 
^f  the  Gothsy  were  there  kept  alive  and  cherilhed .:  in  tJus 
office  they  (hared  with  Jona,  and  fome  others  of  the  Weft* 
em iiknds.  Oar  author,  with  ali  the  genuine,  with  all  the 
amiable  warmth  of  patriotifniy  expatiates  on  this  fubjed»  and 
sUuftrates  it  from  rcfpedable  authorities.        ' 

Mr,  Hamilton  next  defcribes  the  falmon  fifliery  on  this  co^i 
il&  wellas  fome  of  the  did  caftles,  which  introduce  fragments  of 
]thc  local  hiftory :  he  relatfes  too  With  feeling,  an  interefting 
little  moderli  tale,  with  whidi  he  was  accidentally  acquainted^ 
ile  next  proceeds  to  the  bafaltic  columns,  and  gives  the  hi f*. 
tory  of  the  obfervations  and  opinions  of  phijofophers  on  this 
fubjeia. 

Bafaltes  is  nov^^  fo  well  known,  that  we  need  not  particu- 
larly  ddcribe  its  appearance,  or  iti  joints.  Mr.  Hamilton 
Teems  to  mention  the  concave  and  convex  endings  tod  gene- 
rally :  in  many  inftances,  they  are  terminated  by  a  plain  fur^ 
•lace,  and  the  contiguity  of  the  pillars  is  not  owing  to  the 
ium  of  the  contiguous  angles  being  equal  to  two  right. an- 
^cs  ;  but  the  latter,  in  every  view  of  theor)',  muft  follow 
neccffarily  from  the  former.  We  fhall  feleft  his  defcription 
'  ef  the  promontory  of  Pleafein  :  it  is  ilriking,  animated^  and 
jpidlurefque.  , 

'  ^  The  fummit  ©f  Pleafkin  is  covered  with  a  thin  graffy  fod, 
.andcr  which  lies  the  natural  rock,  having  generally  an  uni- 
form hard  fttrface»  fomewhat  cracked  and  fhivered.  At  the 
depth  of  ten  or  twelve  feet  from  the  fummit,  this  rock  begins 
to  affumc  a  columnar  tendency,  and  forms  a  range  of  maify 
T^illars  of  bafaltes,  which  ftand  perpendicnlaf  tothe  horizon,, 
prefcnting,  in  the  (harp  face  of  the  promontory,  the  appear- 
ance of  a  magoiikrent  gallery  ^r  colonade,  upward  of  fixty  feet 
in  height. 

<  This  colonade  irfupported  on  a  folid  bafe  of  coarfe,  black, 
irregular  rock,  near  fixty  feet  thick,  abounding' in  blebs  and 
air-holefc — but  though  comparatively  irregular,  it  may  be  evi- 
dently obfervcd  to  afFed  a  peculiar  figure,  tending  in  many 
places  to  run  into  regular  forms,  refemblirig  the  fhooting  of 
Yahs  and  many  other  iubftances  during  a  haliy  cryftallization. 

•  Under  this  great  bed  of  ftone  ftands  a  fecond  range  of  pil- 
lars, bet^c^n  forty  atfd  fifty  feet  in  height,  lefs  grofs,  and  mom 
thiirply  defined  than  thofeofthe  upper  llory,  manyoftheni, 
pp  ai;lofe  vi^w,  «mttktin|;  even  the  aeatnefs  pf  tks  coiufisis 
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Jsirtirs  cM^fMi^g  iht  N§ribitn  Coafi  §/ Jmtrim.       '^^ 

to  tie  Giant's  Canfeway.  This  lower  range  is  borne  oa  % 
layer  of  red  ochre  ilone,  which  ferves  as  a  relief  to  ihew  it  to 
great  aJTant^ge. 

^  Theie  two  admirable  natural  galleries,  together  with  the 
inteijacent  mafs  of  irregular  rock»  form  a  perpendicnlar  height 
of  one  hundred  and  fevency  feet ;  from  the  bafe  of  which,  the 
promontory,  covered  over  with  rock  and  grafs,  flopes  down  to 
the  fea  for  the  (pace  of  two  hundred  feet  more,  making  in  all  a 
snafs  6f  near  four  hundred  feet  in  height,  which  in  beauty  and 
variety  of  its  colouring,  in  elegance  and  novelty  of  arrange- 
ment, and  in  the  extraordinary  magnitude  of  its  objeAs,  cm* 
iiot  readily  be  rivalled  by  any  thing  of  the  kind  at  prefect 
kno^n.' 

This  dcfcriptidn  is  Well  contrafbed  with  the  following. 

*  At  the  diftance  of  eight  miles  from  hence  (as  I  mentioned 
before)  the  promontory  of  Fairheadraifes  its  lofty  fummit  more 
than  four  hundred  feet  abov6  the  fea,  forming  the  eaAern  cer* 
mi  nation  of  Ballycaftle  bay.  It  prefents  to  view  a  vaft  com- 
pact mafs  of  rude  columnar  ilones,  the  forms  of  which  are  ex- 
tremely grofs,  many  of  them  being  near  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  in  length,  and  the  texture  fo  coirfc,  as  to  refcihble  blaclc 
fchorle  ilone,  rather  than  the  clofe  fine  grain  of  the  Giant's 
Caufeway  bafalces.  At  the  bafe  of  thefe  gigantic  columns  lies 
a  wild  wade  of  natural  ruins,  of  an  enormous  fize,  which  In 
the  courfeof  fucceiTive  ages  have  been  rambled  down  from  thc^ir 
foundation  by  ilorms,  or  fome  more  powerful  operations  of  na« 
tare*  Thefe  maifive  bodies  have  foftietimes  withllood  the  (hoek 
of  their  fall,  and  often  lie  in  groups  and  clumps  of  pillars,  re* 
fembling  many  of  the  varieties  of  artificial  ruins,  and  forming 
a  very  novel  and  (Iriking  landfcape. 

*  A  favage  wildnefs  charadterifes  this  great  promontory,  at 
the  foot  of  which  the  ocean  rages  with  uncommon  fury.  Scarce 
a  fingle  mark  of  vegetation  has  yet  crept  over  the  hard  rock, 
to  diveriify  its  colouring,  but  one  uniform  greyncfi  clothes 
the  icene  all  around.  Upon  the  whole,  it  makes  a  fine  con* 
traft  with  the  beautiful  capes  of  Bengore,  where  the  variM 
brown  fhades  of  the  pillars,  enlivened  by  the  red  and  green 
tints  of  ochre  and  grafs,  caflb  a  degree  of  life  and  chearfnlnefs 
over  the  diiferfent  objeds/ 

Tfie  hiagnificence  of  thefe  cblamns,  and  profulioii  nith 
tvhich  they  fecm  to  be  fcattered  in  different  parts  of  the  globe, 
Xll  the  mind  with  the  mofl  awful  aftonifhment,  imprefs  it  with 
'  the  mofl  lively  fear  of  a  power  fo  tremendous,  and  an  affec- 
tionate veneration  of  him  who  can  contronl  it.  That  i% 
was  the  caufeway  of  giants  f ,  and  the  remains  of  a  bridge 

•f  In  Baxonj,  a  hiS-Me  mquntain  if  alfo  called  *  Giant's  Hill/  and  fimilar 
^  namps  ate  grreif  to  bafaltts  in  ^er  pr  ts  ^  Germany, 
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•  f  o8  Litteri  concerning  the  Northern  Coafi  of  Jntrim. 
u'hich  formed  the  commonication  between 'Ireland  and  tife 
(Hebrides,  among  which  Staffa  is  diftingaifhed  for  ilapendoui 
columns,  though  inferior  to  thofe  of  Antrim,  is  a  nataral 
"and  obv.ious  thought.  It  required  no  •  knowledge  of  lati- 
tudes add  longitudes ;'  for  aily  two  points  could  farely  be 
conftefted  by  a  llrait  line.  It  was  more  inexcufable  to  aitr!- 
bulie  them  to  melting  lava,  cooled  in  the  fea;  fiiice  the  forms 
of  melted  matter,  thus  fuddciily  cooled,  are  coufufed  and  ir- 
regular. The  fea,  indeed,  probably  difcovered  them  at  this 
.place,  by  waftiing  away  thofe  parts  of  the  earth  by  which  they 
were  furrounded,  for  they  are  chiefly  found  in  the  moft  ex- 
pofed  fituations ;  but  it  has  no  other  connexion  with  them. 
Mr.  de  Buffon's  opinion,  that  they  are  formed  by  ftreams  of* 
lava  pouring  over  a  cliff  into  the  fea,  is  inconfiftent  with  the 
appearances,  and  unworthy  Of  its  author.  Independent  of 
Ireland  and  Staffa,  bafaltic  columns  are  found  in  Silefia  nesir 
Luben  and  Wife  ;  in  Marienburg  and  Weilburg,  in  NaiTau  ; 
an  Lauterbach,  Bliflen,  and  other  parts  of  Hefle  and  Lufatia; 
in  Bohemia,  and  on  the  frontiers  of  Saxony  ;  on  the  borders 
of  the  Rhine,  between  Andernach  and  Bonn  ;  in  Languedoc 
and  Auvergne,  at  Velay  and  Vivarais.  We  omit  the  bafaltic 
appearances  in  various  parts  of  Italy,  becaufe  they  arct  in  the 
"vicinity  of  water  ;  and  what  travellers  have  related  of  iimilar 
mountains  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  is  fcarcely  clear  enough  to 
engage  our  attention.  The  caufe  of  thefe  ilupendous  ap- 
pearances is,  we  fear,  flill   uncertain  :  there  is  little  doubt 

.  but  that  they  are  of  volcanic  origin,  though  this  opifiion  is 
oppofed  by  Bergman.  He  found  this  ftone  fimilar  tor  tiM 
Swediih  trapp,  which  had  not  undergone  any  calcination  ; 
and  the  fpecimens  fcnt  to  him  were  without  pores.  The 
Swedifti  trapp  is  a  fchorl,  fo  called  from  its  form,  which  » 
generally  near  that  of  a  trapezium  :  it  is  the  horn- ft  one  f>f 
Wallerius,  a  fanciful  and  improper  term,  taken  from  its  waniC 

,  of  brittlenefs.  There  is,  indeed,  little  doubt  of  the  fad$i 
the  Swediih  trapp  has  never  been  melted,  and  it  is  exadly 

.  iimilar  to  the  bafalt  in  its  conilituent  parts.  In  thefe  rcf- 
pedis,  Mr.  SauiTure  lleps  to  our  afliilance ;  and  we  learn  that 
this  llone  really  melts  into  a  fubflance  v^ty  fimilar  in  texture^ 
to  the  bafalces,  without  any  deiiru^ion  of  its  parts.  In 
fad,  he   has   imitated  the    feveral   volcanic   produdions,  by 

.  melting  the  different  ftones  fronn  the  more  impure  granites  to- 
the  Killas  rpck.  Mr.  Hamilton  corredls  an  error,  both  irf 
Faujas  de  St.  Fond,  and  Bergman,  who  have  faid  that  b;i- 
falt  is  without  pores  :  when  examined  by  a  microfcope,  or  very 
highly  polilhed,  they  are  .generally  found ;  but  we  ftroogly 
fuipe^,  that  ia  the  lower  and  d^nfef  parts  oif  the  columnar 
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Litters  concerning  the  Northern  Coaji  of  Antrim^        2og 

tnzfs,  the  pores  may  have  entirely  difappeared,.  though  they 
prefervethe  diftinftions  of  lavas  by  becoming  more  con(pi« 
cuQQs  as  vve  approach  the  furface* 

Mr*  Hamilton  thinks,  that  thefe  columns  are  formed  by 
cryftallization  of  the  lava  in  cooling;  for  he  fupports  the 
opinion  which  we  have  endeavoured  to  rcfcue  from  the  ob« 
je6lions  of  Bergman,  by  very  forcible  arguments,  Th^ 
theory  of  cryftallization  is  fo  old,  that  in  fomc  iigqres  of 
bafaltes,  the  columns  are  reprefented  as  ending  in  pyramids  ;• 
but  though  old,  we  fear  it  is  not  tenable*  We  know  no  in- 
fiance  of  cryftallization,  where  there  are  no  confiderable  va- 
cuities. Thofe  metals  which  feem  to  cryftallize  in  cooling,  ex- 
pand in  the  procefs ;  bafaltes,  in  fome  inltances,  do  the  fame, 
for  the  upper  furface  is  convex  ;  but  it  is  very  certainly  fome- 
times  flat,  and  in  others  without  perceptible  pores*  We 
are  told  by  SauiTure,  that  the  particles  of  which  the 
€ompa£tefl  granite  is  formed  crydallize  together;  and,  by 
Bergman,  that  the  earth  of  precious  ftones  is  ftrongly  con- 
creted in  the  fame  manner ;  but  thefe  operations  are  little 
underftood,  and  it  is  rather  an  abufe  of  language  to  apply 
the  fame  term  to  fuch  different  procefles,  which  muft  be  ef- 
fedled  in  very  different  ways.  Faajas  de  St.  FOnd  objefts  to 
this  opinion*,  on  account  of  the  planes  and  the  angles  being 
different  both  in  fize  and  number,  while,  in  the  flrid  ope- 
ration of  cryftalliza'tion,  there  is  a  remarkable  confiftency 
in  both,  particularly  in  the  angles,  as  Rome  de  I'lfle^  has 
proudly  boafted  :'  befides  prifms,  he  obferves,  are  never  found 
without  being  crowned  with  a  pyramid.  We  ought-  to  feledt 
our  author's  anfwer  to  fome  of  the*  objections  to  this  theory, 

*  The  only  apparent  fpeciiic  difference  between  the  bafaltic 
cryftals,^  and  thofe  which  are  produced  in  our  diminutive  ela- 
boratories^  feems  to  be,  in  the  complete  difunion  of  the  pillars^ 
and  in  the  articulated  form  which  they  fometimes  exhibit* 
But  this  will  not  appear  to  be  a  matter  of  any  importance^ 
When  we  refled,  that  in  natural  operations  of  the  fame  kind» 
bat  differing  in  magnitude,  the  fame  proportions  are  common- 
ly obferved  between  the  different  parts  :  thus,  the  fame  ratio^ 
which  the  diameter  of  a  bafaltic  pillar  bears  to  the  diameter  of 
one  of  our  diminutive  cryllallizations,  will  the  interval  between 
the  pillars  of  bafaltes  bear>  to  the  interval  between  the  partr 
of  pur  cryilals ;  and  whoever  will  take  the  trouble  to  calculate 
this  diftance,  will  £nd  it  fo  very  fmall,  as  eafily  to  admit  the 
different  forfaces  within  the  limits  of  cohefion  ;  (6  that^  no 
feparability  of  our  cryfials  into  joints  canpoffibly  take  places 
from  their  fmallnefs,  though  they  often  bear  marks  which 
might  lead  one  to  imagine  them  capable  of  difunion*' 
\ou  LXL  March,  1786  P  Again^ 
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«IO         tif iters  concerning  the  Northern  Coaft  of  Antrimir 
Agai», 

•  A  fecond  ofejeflion  arifes  from  hence,  that  the  ctirrents  of 
lava  which  have  iffaed  from  iEtna  and  Vcfuviqst  within  the 
iQemory  of  nian,  have  never  been  known  to  exhibit  this  regu- 
larity of  sirrangement.  It  is  therefore  faid  that  experience 
does  abundantly  prove  the  fallacy  of  the  volcanic  bypothe£fi« 

'.In  reply  to  this  we  are  told,  that  it  is  not  in  the  erapted 
torrents  of  thefie  volcanoes  we  are  to  look  for  the  phapnoQ>en9  . 
of  cryftallization,  but  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  mountains 
themfelvcs,  and  under  the  furface  of  the  earth,  wherfc  the  me« 
tallic  particles  of  the  lava  baveaot  been  dephlogi^cated  by  the 
accefs  of  frefli  air,  and  where  perfcft  reft,  and  the  moil  gradual 
diminution  of  temperature^  nave  permitted  the  parts  of  the  ^ 
melted  itiafs  to  exert  their  proper  laws  of  arrangement,  fo  as 
to  afFumc  the  form  of  columnar  lava  :  that  we  muft  wait,  ontil 
thofe  volcanic  mountains,  whkh  at  prefent  burn  with  fo  much 
fory,  ihali  hav^  completed  the  period  of  their  exigence  ;  until 
the  immeqfe  vaults,  which  now  lie  within  their  bowels,  no 
longer  able  to  fupport  the  incumbent  weight,  fhall  fa])  in,  and 
difclofe  to  vi«w  the  wonders  of  the  fubterranean  world :  and 
then  nuy  we  expeft  to  behold  all  the  varieties  of  cryftalliza- 
tion,  fuch  as  muft  needs  take  place  in  the fe  vaft  laboratories  of 
toatur^  ;  then  may  we  hope  to  fee  banks  and  caufeways  of  ba* 
faltes,  and  all  the  bold,  and  uncommon  beauties^  which  the 
abrupt  promontories  of  Antrim  now  exhibit.' 

Thefe  difficulties  have  contributed  to  fupport  the  more  mo- 
dern opinion  that  they  have  aiTumed  this  form  by  retra£tion» 
probably,  by  contradion  in  cooling.  Faujas  de  St.  Fond 
firongly  fupports  this  opinion ;  and,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Vivarais,  found  a  piece  of  granite  adlually  divided  by  the 
reparation  of  two  neighbouring  prifms.  Sauffure,  who  has 
examined  the  operations  of  nature  with  copiiderable  precifion, 
agrees  in  the  fame  Opinion ;  and  even  endeavours  to  explain 
the  reafon  cf  it.  As  the  Work  is  not  common  ia  England^ 
we  (hall  tranflate  the  pafTage.  *  The  tendency  to  divide,  by 
a  kind  of  retra6tion,  into  fragments,  more  or  lefs  regular, 
terminated  by  planes,  is  a  property  of  argillaceous  earth  ; 
and  this  earth  communicates  the  tendency  to  all  the  minerals 
with  which  it  is  mixed.  We  find  it  e*ven  in  ba/alies  produced^ 
as  lue  f^a^ve/een,  hythe  fujion  of  rocks  combined  'with  or  gill,  14 
eiljer  words,  the  horn-ftone.'  We  ftiall  not  decide  on  thelc  fub- 
jeds ;  though  we  confefs^  if  the  irregularity  is  an  obftacle  ta 
their  being  formed  by  cryftallization,  they  are  too  regular 
to  be  produced  by  contradion  in  cooling.  We  need  not  en* 
large  on  Bergman,  or  Kirwan's  opinion ;  though  both  arc 
ingenious,  they  are  not  fo  probable  as  thofe  we  have  detailed. 
We'jiught,  indeed,  to  apologife  foi^our  dtgreffion  j  but  as  the 
1  objea 
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A  PoHical  $ietck  of  the  Resolution  of  ottt  PUnit.       ait 

tibjeft  of  a  Review  is  to  give  an  account  of  the  prefent  ftate  of 
fcience,  and  as  we  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  enlarging 
Oil  the  fiibjed  fince  the  publication  of  fome  imjporiant  works, 
wfe  hope  it  may  be  excufed.     ^  »» 

Mr.  Hamihori  proceeds  to  give  an  account  of  the  other 
mineral  produdions  of  this  country,  and  he  defcribes  them 
with  great  clearnefs  and  precifion  :  we  afe  forry,  that  the 
length  of  this  at  tide, pre  vents  us  from  being  more  particular 
'  on  th6  fubjecl.  The  concluding  letter  aflumes  a  higher 
tone^  and  vindicates 

— — r  '  the  way^  of  God  to  mah.* 

He  fpeaks  to  the  fceptic  in  bold  energetic  Iknguage,  and 
with  ftriking  arguments  and  pertinent  inft^nces,  fhows,  that 
the  ftrudiure  of  the  earth  difplays  confummate  wifdom  ;  that 
its  hiftory,  as  well  at  the  hiftory  of  its  inhabitants,  is  fa- 
vourable both  to  natural  and  revealed  religion. — Such  are 
thefe  interefting  Letters,  which  we  cannot  recommend  more 
forcibly,  than  by  their  having  engaged  fo  large  a  fhare  of 
our  attention,  at  a  bufy,  and  a  troublefome  period  of  our  an- 
nual labour. 


Dei  Cataclifmi  fofferfi  dal  Noftro   Pianeta  Saggio    Poetico,  per 
fernfire   Ji    Prodromo    a  un   Poema   Filofophico  e   Theologico* 

A  Poetical  Sketch  of  the  Revolutions  that  have  happened  in  jhe 
Natural  Hiftory  of  our  Planet ;  intended  as  a  Specimen  of  a 
Philofophical  and  Theological  Poem.  Svo,  zs,  Crutwell,  Bath. 

npHTS  performance,  of  which  wc  have  both  the  original 
-*-  and  the  copy,  is  fomewhat  extraordinary.— It  contains 
the  plan  of  a  philofophical  poem,  intended  to  have  been  writ- 
ten in  Italian  hlank  'uerfe  ;  '  in  which  the  author  deiigncd  to 
have  compiled  a  theory  of  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  in 
our  glftbe,  and  to  reconcile  to  our  reafon,  by  the  aiSftance  of 
ancient  mythology,  the  various  and  intricate  phenomena  which 
the  foffile  kingdom  prefcnts.*  It  was  to  have  been  complet- 
ed in  twelve  books,  and  from  feveral  pafTages,  as  well  as 
from  his  many  other  perFormances,  wc  may  perceive  that  the 
author;  II  Signor  Abbate  .Fortis,  was  neither  dcfedlive  in 
learning,  nor  brilHancy  of  fancy.  He  was  a  native  of  Venice, 
and  pablifhed  a  Tour  into  Dalmatia — he  is  now  dead,  and  of 
courfe  nothing  farther,  at  lead  from  him,  can  be  expelled 
toward  filling  up  the  prefent  very  impcrfe^  outlines.  It  ap- 
pears indeed  never  to  have  been  his  intention,  for  he  concludes 
hfs  ikecch  with  informing  us,  that 

P2  'The 


Digitized  by  C3OOQ IC 


212       J  Poetical  Sketch  of  t^e  R^olution  of  our  Planets 

*  The  deiign  of  this  poem  is  not,  and  probably  never  will 
be  completed.  The  author  has  fo  far  abandoned  all  thoughts 
of  it,  that  he  has  fcr  fome  time  ceafed  to  work  at  k,  and  it  is- 
more  than  probable  that  this  fituation  will  compel  Wm  to 
content  himfelfwith  the  iketch  he  has  put  into  verfe,  with- 
out making  farther  progrefs.' 

What  thofe  circumllances  were  to  which  be  alludes,  we 
know  not — poffibly  a  narrow  income,  and  laborious  avocations* 
The  difEculty  of  the  talk  alone  would  have  been>  indeed,  afuf-. 
ficient  reafon  for  relinquifhing  the  attempt.  To  wield  the 
machines  that  are  here  pMropofed  to  have  been  introduced, 
required  no  common  hand.  The  necefTary  exertions  were  evi- 
dent, but  the  fuccefs  of  them  by  no  means  clear.  Had  the 
plan  been  completed,  we  apprehend,  it  would  have  been 
more  cUrions  than  entertaining,  more  fc^ntific  ^han  poeticaL 
To  a  few  philofophic  minds  it  might  have  appeared  inflru^ive 
and  amuiing;  to  the  million,  wild,  confufed,  and  unin- 
terefting.  Of  the  tranfiator's  abilities  the  following  poetic 
fragments,  and  there  are  many  fuch  occafionally  fcattered 
through  the  arguments  of  the  different  books,  will  |^ve  no 
unfavourable  idea.  The  gnomes  are  thus  introduced  as 
bringing  offerings  to  Pluto. 

«  ■■„■ Struck  with  his  ebon  wand, 

Xo  I  the  firm  granite  cleaves  at  his  command 
In  hideous  yawn.     Earth  opes  her  inmoft  ftorcs. 
And  at  his  feet  her  choicefl  treafurcs  pours.  - 
Forth  come  the  gnomes — their  tribute  they  prepare. 
Beings  composed  cf  neither  earth  nor  air : 
The  various  vapours  of  the  fulph'rous  mine 
To  form  thefe  hated  fprites  their  powers  combine; 
The  blaie  thefe  glittering  gems  diffufe  around 
Illumine?,  far  and  near,  the  dark  profound. 
And  the  grim  troop  in  hideous  luftre  Ihews. — 
''    Thus  have  I  feen,  where  Fola's  towers  once  rofe. 
As  er'ft,  with  penfive  fteps  Tve  wandered  o'er 
£ach  mould'ring  arch^and  time-worn  corridor. 
Declining  Phoebus,  with  a  pallid  gleam. 
On  fome  poor  lazar  dart  oblique  his  beam  ; 
"Who,  wretched  tenant  of  thofe  glittering  plains, 
'Gainftthe  proud  porch  his  paliy'd  limb^  lullains. 
Next  comes  a  troop,  whofe  bending  Ihoulders  bore 
The  ponderous  burden  of  each  various  ore. 
Gold's  purell  mafs,— 'pale  filver's  virgin  fnow. 
And  ruddy  copper  : — ihefe  unblended  grow 
Deep  in  earth's  caves,  from  whence  the  branching  veia 
.  Tempts  and  rewards  the  anxious  miner's  pain.* 
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7j&^  PhilofiphUal  DiSiionary  :  or,  the  Opinhnt  of  Modern  Phh 
lo/ophers  on  Mefaphjjical,  Moral,  and  Political  SuhjeSs,  In 
Four  Vols.     Jzmo.     12/.  Jeived.     Robinfon. 

THE  Di^ionary  was,  we  find,  originally  a  common-iflace 
book  for  private  ufe ;  and  probably,  like  other  col- 
lections of  the  fame  kind,  it  was  filled  by  theaflthors  which 
occurred,  rather  than  colledled  from  the  beft,'cbofen  after  the 
fcnowlegc  had  become  more  exafl,  and  the  judgment  more 
mature.  If  this  fufpicion  explains  the  reafon  of  the  choice  in 
fomc  refpeds,  it  aids  credit  to  the  author's  jftudies  in  others ; 
wje  do  not  find  many  exceptionable  authorities,  and  there  are  * 
many  valuable  cxtrafli.  The  publication  may  add. to  the  a- 
mufement  of  travellers,  '  who  carry  few  books  with  them,  or 
iatisfy  the  curiofity  of  thofe  who  cannot  purchafe  many  books, 

.  .  or  have  little  time  to  read  them.* 

The  origin  of  this  colledlion  will  alfo  explain  another  de- 
fcft  ;  but  it  is  one^hat  (hould,  if  poffible,  be  fupplied,  vi^. 
the  omiffion  of  particular  references  to  the  works  of  the  au- 
thor. Wlien  >v«  are  plcafed  with  the  fubjeft,  interefted  in 
the  reafoning,.or  willing  to  piirfue  an  opinion  in  its  confe- 
guences,  the  door  is  clofed,  and  we  are  almoU  precluded  from 
any  farther  information.  The  man  of  fcience  and  literature, 
in  a  well- fur nilhed  library,  may  in  the  lefs  voluminous  au- 
thors, foon  turn  to  the  original  work  ;  but  this  colledion  is 
not  defigned  for  him,  and  probably  will  never  be  his  pbjed. 
Jt  may,  however,  cheat  the  defultory  reader  into  ufeful  fludy  ; 
it  may  roufe  the  curiofiiy  of  the  more  attentive ;  and  occa- 
/ionally  remind  the  fcholar  of  what  he  has  forgotten.  To  all . 
thefe,  more  particular  references  would  Ibe  of  great  fervice. 
In  another  view,  the  omiffion  is  of  confequence.  In  the  works 
of  every  original  author,  there  is  fometimes  a  peculiar  fyftem, 
very  generally  a  difcriminated  manner,  and  what  may  be  call- 
ed a  tone  of  mind,  which  diftinguifhes  and  charailerifes  the 
work.  On  this  account,  a  pafiage  which  perhaps  is  iingu- 
jarly  beautiful,  highly 'ufeful,  and.eafily  underllpod,  when  fe- 
parated  from  the  work,  and  frittered  into  an  extraft,  may  ap- 
pear unmeaning,  trifling  or  abfurd.  The  objection  ipdeed 
militates  againil  the  whole  defign ;  but  it  is  only  alleviated 
hy  a  particular  reference. 

V  In  the  feledion,  too  much  is  taken  from  Voltaire  and 
Hume  :  the  former  is  an^  unfaithful  guide,  becaufe  his  jBxcel- 
Jencies  and  errors  a.re  too  intimately  mixed  ;  and  his  bell  in- 
formatioo  and  jufteft  decifions,  are  generally  contamin  i  d  by 
his  fancieS|  or  deflroy<;d  by  his  errors.  Many  of  Mr.  Hume's 
moil  innocent  paiTages  are  fufpicious,  for  in  all  His  works  he 
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was  fyftcmatical  ;  he  had  one  end  in  view,  which  he  feldom 
Ipfl  light  of.  We  ought,  however,  to  add,  that  no  paiTages, 
lo  far  as  we  have  obferved,  are  fele6led  from  either,  that 
may  be  in  any  refpe'ift  pointedly  iojariouS|  and  in  thefe  in- 
ilaoces,  we  fhould  be  well  contented  with,  th^  name  of  the 
author  only. 

Much  is  taken  from  Hclvetius  and  Locke.— Somewhat  from 
Hartley,  Montefqaieu,  Beccaria,  Raynal,  RouiTeau,  D*Alcm- 
"bert,  Pricftley,  Williams,  Burke,  A.  Smith,  Robcrtfon,  Gib- 
^  bon,  &c.  &c.  The  extracts  chiefly  relate  to  the  condudl  of  life, 
'  and  general  precepts  of  morality.  Some  controverfial  fubjeda 
occur,  and,  under  thefe  heads,  the  different  opinions  arc  fc- 
]e(6ted  from  the  moft  able  combatants  on  cither  fide. 

The  editor  profe£es  that  the  love  of  truth,  and  warm  wiihcs 
for  its  diffttfion,  were  his  fole  obje6ls  in  the  publication,  Tq 
his  profeffions  we  have  no  reafon  to  objeft,  and  fuch  deiigns 
muft  always  (hare  our  approbation. 


^bi  Rece/s  j  or  a  Tale  of  other  Timfs.   VoL  U.  and  IIL  izmo^ 
ys.     CadclL 

1 N  our  fifty-fifth  Volume,  p,  233,  we  reviewed  the  firft 
**  volume  of  this  interefling  ftory ;  and  ere  the  author  ^was 
yet  •  known  to  fame,'  we  encouraged  and  cheriihed  her  riling 
genius  :  concurring  applaufes  have  ratified  our  decifions  ;  bu^ 
long  delays  and  indecifive  hefitations  feem  to  have  impeded 
the  progrefs  of  the  ftory.  It  had  raifed  a  curioiity,  which 
jperhaps  mif§  Lee  was  apprehenfivc  fhe  fliould  not  be  able  to 
gratify  ;  or,'  in  poflefljon  of  fame,  fhe  might  be  afraid  of 
hazarding  her  acquifition  by  another  attempt.  Whatever  may 
have  been  the  motive,  the  finifhcd  ftate  of  the  volumes  corn- 
pen  fates  for  the  delay ;  and  the  artificial  contexture  of  the 
feveral  incidents,  the  near  approaches  to  romance,  without 
trefpaffing  on  probability,  as  well  as  the  accumulation  of  un- 
expefted  diHreis,  fix  the  eager  attention,  and  gratify  ihp 
imagination,  without  an  infult  to  the  judgment. 

The  fubfcqueni  volumes  contain  the  adventures  of  fhe  Sif- 
ters, after  their  feparation.  Ellinor,  the  youngeft,  is  beloved  ^ 
by  Elizabeth's  other  favourite,  the  fpirited  and  gallant  Effex  j 
but,  by  the  m^ichinations  of  the  jealous  queen,  to  whom 
their  birth  is  accidentally  revealed,  by  a  complication  of 
the  deepeft  policy,  and  the  moft  deteftable  yillany,  fhe  is 
married  to  lord  Arlingtonr  After  his-  death,  fhe  efcapes  to 
EfTeXj  with  a  mind  fhaken  by  misfortunes,  and  a  reafoi^ 
ffafccly  fixe^^  afc?;*  its  difturfe^uce  by  ^  poft  Cftt^l  iftfolts : 
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ibt  rtjoias  hkor  in  Ireland,  and  is  again  feparated  from  hi  A 
by  hi$  Tudden  return  to  England.  In  her  progrefs  to  rejoin 
htfld,  ^e  news  of  his  death  totally  deftroys  her  reafon,  and 
Ike  efeapes  from  a  £xed  aisd  fettled  melancholy »  only  to  fur- 
rey  once  more  the  pi^ufe  of  Effex^  and  to  expire  m  the  ta< 
mult  of  cOft flitting  fcnfations. 

Matilda  is  fcarcely  more  fortnnatc.  After  the  death  of 
Leicefler  (he  i»  carried  to  Jamaica,  then  in  poffeilion  of  the 
Spaniards,  by  the  artifice  of  a  pretended  admirer*  Her  ad« 
ventures  apd  iqiprifonment  there  are  gloomy  and  diftrefling  : 
at  \z£t,  i[he  returns  to  England,  to  witnefs  the  ufihappy  con- 
dition of  her  iiftfr.  Her  daughter,  however,  the  daughter 
of  Letcefie?»  grDt¥s  up,  and  blooms  with  all  the  charms  Ihe 
might  have  tidpeSbtd  to  inherit.  In  her  the  mother  again  re< 
vive^,  ^  and  in  her,  expels  again;  *o  five  ;  but, .  by  a  fcries  of 
adventures  wel^ arranged,  this  darling  daughter  finifhes  her 
days  by  pdifonin  a  prifon. 

Such  is  the  impeffeA  outline  of  a  ftory,  drawn'  from  hit 
tory :  it  may  be  llyled  familiar  hiftory,  for  it  fills  up  the  va- 
cant di^fms  with  thofe  little  incidents  not  uAfi^itable  to  the 
greater  eytjots^  or  the  temper  of  the  a^ors,.  We  know,  for 
ii^iUnce,.  ibat  Eflex  lingeurd  in  Ireland^  and  4iftingilifiied  hit 
f:ampaigns  by  few  fpirited  or  iiecifive  afiions.  We  are  heir  told^ 
that  Elliiior.waa  intdrcepted  by  Tiroen,  and  the  hours  whidi 
&onld  have  been  fpent^in  the  conteft  \Vere  idly  prOtra£M  by 
hegotiations  for  her  didiverknce.     Again  :    we  know  that, 
from  the  time  6f  Eflex's  execution,  the  queen'  was  feftlefs, 
diflurbed,  and  unhappy.     A  well-*managed  ivfcident  is  fup- 
ppfed  to  explain  the  caufe  of  her  diftrefs.     Elindr,/with  the 
cunning  which  generally  accompanies  madnefs,  deceives  her 
own  guards  and  thofe  of  Elizabeth,  and  reaches  the  royal 
bedchamber,  to  pierce  her  heart  with  a  blow  of  a  diifereot  . 
kind,  but  not  lefs  fatal  than  that  which  had  def^ivtd  her  Of 
EiTeX'— *  to  fpeak  daggers,  but  ilfe  none.'     To  deceive  th^ 
keepers,  to  whom  ihe  was  intruded,  that  ihe  might  efca^e  to 
EfTex,  it  was  reported  that  (he  was  dead ;  fo  that  Elizabeth 
is  fopi^ofed  to  confider  her  as  a  fpedlre,  tommiffioned  to  wound 
her  bofcto  with  anoth9r  arrow.     We  fhall  feleft  this  part,  as  a 
fpecimen  of  our  author's  powers  of  defcriptioh. 

*  The  queen,  wholly  funk  in  the  chilling  melancholy  of  in* 
curable  defpair,  and  hopelefs  age,  rc&gned  herfelf  up  to  the 
influence  of  thofe  evils.— Her  ladies  were  often  employed  in 
reading  to  her,  which  was  the  only  amufement  her  chagrin  ad- 
jnitted.— One  memorable  night  it  was  my  turn-^Elizabeth  dif* 
miffed  every  other  atun  dan  t,  in  the  vain  hope  offiiidingarepofc 
pf  wbich  ihe  had  fox  ever  deprived  hcrfclf.    I  purfacd  my  taOt 
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a  long  while,- when  the  time  confpired  with  tlie  orders  of  the- 
qaeen  to  produce  a  filencc  fo  profound,  that  had  riot  her  ftart$ 
now  apd  then  recalled  my  fenfcs,  hardly  cotild  my  half-clofed 
eyes  have  difc^rned  the  pages  over  .which  they  wandered.-^ 
The  door  flew  iudd^nly  open— ^a  form  fo  faU-^fo  fragilipf— fo 
calamitous  appeared  there,  that  hardly  durft  my  beatiog  heart 
Cjill  it  Ellinor.  The  queen  flarted  up  with  a  feeble  quicknefs, 
but  had  only  power  to  falter  but  a  con vulfive  ejaculation.  1 
inftantly  remembered  Elizabeth  believed  her  dead,  and  ima-- 
gined  this  her  fpeftre.  The  beauteous  phantom  (for  furely 
never  mortal  looked  fo  like  an  inhabitant  of  another;  world)' 
funk  on  one  knee,  and  while  her  long  garnfierits  of  black  flow- 
ed gracefully  over  the  fl^or;  flie  lifted  up  her  eyes  toward  hea^ 
yen,  with  that  namelefs  fweetnefs,  that  wild  Jneflable  be- 
nignity, mad nefs  alone  can  give,  then  meekly  bowed  before  > 
Elizabeth.— The  queen,  heart*ftruck,  fell  b^clc  into  hcr/eatip 
Wi^thout  voice  to  pronounce  a  fyHable. — Ellinprarpfe,  and  ap.«, 
proached  fliU  nearer;  (landing  a  few  moments,  choaked  and 
£ient.  '*  I  once  was  proud^  was  paflionate^  indignant,"  faid 
tlic  fwect  unfortunate  at  lalt,  in,  the  low  and  broken  voiqe  of 
i'nexprefli.ble  anguifli,  «•  but  heaven  forbids  me  now  to  be  fo^ 
Oh  I  you  who  was  furely  bofri  only  to  chaftize  my  Uhiiappy 
face,  forgive  me— I  have  ho  logger  any  fcnfe  bar  that  of  for- 
FOw.*'-«- Again  flie  funk  upon  the  floor,  and  gave  way  to  fob* 
bings  flie  Ibuggled  in  vain  to  fuppfefs.  The  ^^een  dragged 
me  cpnvplfively  to  her,  and  burying  her  f^ce  iis  inj  bofom;  ex- 
claimed ipdiftini^ly,— •' fave,me-f--faye  me— oh,  Pembroke, 
iaye  me  frpm  this  gtiaftly.fpe.are  T'— *^  E«e*— fiifex— E0cx  i?f 
groaned  ipith  the  proftrate  Ellinor,  expreffiyely  raifing  her 
^hiie  hand  at  each  touching  repetition.—  The  vioJent  fhudder- 
ings  of  the  queen,  marked  the  deep  effedl  that  fatal  name  took 
pn  her,-^"  Somebody  told  me,  continued  the  lovely  wanderer, 
ithat  he  was  !n  the  Tower,  but  I  have  looked  there  for  him  till 
1  am  weary-i-is  there  a  cofder,  faffer  prifbn,  then?  but  is  a  pri- 
fon  a  place  for  your  favourite,  and  can  you  condemn  him  to 
the  grave  l^r^h,  gracious  Heaven,  flrike  ofl^  his  head — his 
^auteoi)8  head  !?— ^Seal  up  thofe  fparkling  eyes  for  ever.— Oh, 
po,  I  thought  not,  faid  fhe  with  an  altered  voice  -^o  you  hill 
him  here  after  all,  only  to  torment  me.— But  Eflfex  will  not 
ice  roe  fufl^ej^r-will  you,  my  lord  ?  So — fo— fo"— the  flow 
progrefs  of  her  eyes  round  the  room,  fticwed,  ftie  in  imagina- 
tion followed  his  fteps.-7-"  Yes-  yes,— ^addfed  ftie,  with  revived 
fpirits,  I  thought  that  voice  would  prevail,  for  who  could  ever 
ipcfiftit  ?—  and  only  1  need  die  then  ;  well,  I  do  not  mind  that— 
I  will  fteal  into  his  prjfon  and  fufler  in  his  place,  but  be  fure 
you  do  not  tell  him  fo,  for  he  loves  ine-;^ah  !  dearly  does  he 
love  me,  but  I  alone  need  figh  at  that,  you  know.**  And  figh 
Aie  did  indeed.  — Oh  !  what  a  world  of  woe  was  drawn  up  in  a 
£ngle  bieath  ! — The  long  filence  whicK  followed  induced  the 
gueen  once  more  to  raiie  her  head — the  fame  fad  objedl  met 
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her  ^yes,  with  this  difference,  that  the  fweet  creature  now  ftood 
up  agai'nt  and  putdng  one  white  hand  to  her  forehead,  ihe 
half  raiied  the  other,  a»  eirneflly  demanding  ftill  to  be  heard* 
thoagti  her  vague  eyes  fliewed  her  purpofe  had  eicaped  her,— ^ 
*'  </b,  «otw.i  remepaber  it,  refumed  ihe,  I  do  not  mind  ho*v 
you  have.me  murdered,  but  let  me  be  buried  in  Fotheringay  j 
and  be  fare.!  iiare  womea  to  attend  me  ;  be  fare  of  that — yoa 
Icnow  the  reafon."     This  incoherent  reference  to  the  onprcce* 
dented  fate  ofhet  royal  mother,  affe^Sed  Elizabeth  deeply.— 
*'  But  could  not  you  let  me  once  more  fee  him  before  I  die? 
rafilmed  th'  dear  wanderer.^— Oh  !  what  pleafurc  would  it  give 
ine  to  view  him  tjn  the  throne  ! — ^Oh,   !  do  fee  him  there  !  ex* 
claimed  (he  iri'the  voice  of  furprife  and  tranfport.     Benign,  ma- 
jeftic  ! — ^Ah,  how  glorious  in  his  beauty  I— .who  would  hot  die 
§ot  thee,  my  Efllx  I"—*'  Alas,  never,  never,  neyer»  Jfhall  I  fee 
him  I**  groaned  forth  tiie  agonised  Elizabeth.— —-♦*  Me  i»ar- 
rted  to. him  1  refumed  our  ff^^d,  replying  to  fome  imagin^iry 
~fp«jech,— oh,  no,  I  took  warning  by  my  filer ! — I  will  have  no 
morf  bloody  marriages :  you  fee  I  have  no  ring,  wildly  difplay* 
ing  her  hancis,  except  a  black  one  ;  a  black  one  indeed,  if  yoa 
knew  all -^ but  I  need  not  tell  you  that— have  I  my  lord  ? — look  • 
lip— h<re  is  my  love— he  himfelf  Ihali  tell  you. — She  caught 
the  hand  terror  had  caufcd  Elizabeth  to  extend,  but  faintly 
ihrieking,  drew  back  her  own,  furveying  it  with  inexpreifible 
horror*     **  Oh,  you  have  dipt  mine  in  blood  !  exclaimed  ihe, 
a  mother's  blood  !  I  am  all  contaminated*— It  runs  cold  to  my 
very  hcart.-^Ah,  no,~it  is — it  is  the  blood  of  ££cx;  and 
have  you  murdered  him  at  \z&\  in  ipite  of  your  dotage,  and 
your  promifesi  murdered  the  moll  noble  of  mankind!  and  all 
becatf(e  he  could  not  love  you,     Fyt  on  your  wrinkles  !-^can 
one  love  age  and  uglinefs?— Oh^  how  thofe  artificial  locks,  and 
all  your  paintings  fickened  him  !-*How  have  we  laughed  ac 
jxrch  preppilerous  folly  !— -But  I  have  done  with  laughing  now 
—•we  will  talk  of  graves,  and  fhrouds,  and   church-yards^-' 
Methinks  I  fain  would  know  where  my  poor  filler  lies  buried—* 
you  will  fay  in  my  heart  perhaps — ^it  has  indeed  entombed  ai| 
I  love ;  yet  there  mull  be  fome  little  unknown  corner  in  this 
world,  one  might  call  her  grave,  if  one  could  but  tell  where 
to  find  it:  there  ihe  reds  at  laft  with  her  Leicelter — he  wai 

your  favourite  too— a  bloody,   bloody   diftindion." The 

queen  who  had  with  diiBculty  preferved  her  fenfes  till  this  cut- 
ting period,  now  funk  back  into  a  deep  fwoon.' 

.  Mifs  Lee  has  attended,  in  thefe  volumes,  more  carefully  to 
coftuine,  in  which  we  obferved,  that  Ihe  had  been  deficient 
in  the  KrA  volume:  and,  on  the  whole,  has  fully  anfwered  the 
expcdlations  ihe  had  raifed.  Her  hiftory  is,  indeed,  a  tale  of 
woe,  and  the  wrath  of  heaven  feems,  in  t\ery  inftance,  to 
purfnc  its  faireft  oiFspring,  This  i»,  probably,  a  double  er- 
xor :— we  are  led  to  feel,  that  the  molt  guarded  condu^,  and 
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the  moft-  wtocms  inteatiaBs,  cannot  favc  as  Crom  dlftfefs^ 
iiiid«  from  feeing  that  th^fe.  cannot  enfare.  fuccefs^  we  may 
Ihcgle^  to  deferve  it :  in  another  view,  misfortuiies  lofe  their 
e#e£l  by  their  being  continually  ^prefen ted  to  the  nsnd,  with*. 
«tit  a  hvid  ray  to  break  through  th^  clond,  without  a  pleafing 
profpeA»  or  a  fhort  enjoyment  to  coMraft  tfa«m.  We  think 
our  author  has  been  too  unifornlly  gloomy :  the  ntind  finks 
under  continaed  dilbrefs  in  real  life  i  h  efcapfes  fi;Om  imagin- 
ary misfortones ;  and  the  attention  fails,  when  there  is  no 
xefpite  for  the  woanded  feelipgs.  The  great,  though  not. 
.the  only  fource  from  which  pleafure  is  derived,  in  confequence 
of  the  reprefentatton  of  diftreifing  fcenes,  is  the  emotion,  or 
father  the  employment  of  the  mind,  on  fubjeds  which  intered 
it.  When  this  employment  is  too  long  continued,  fatigue 
father  than  gratification  is  the  confequence.  Perhaps  mifi 
Lee  might  have  attained  a  greater  proportion  of  fame,  if  &e 
had  attended. to  this  circumftance;  yet  her  other  merits  )lre 
fo  confiderable,  that  we  have  no  reafon  to  fe^  th6 1'epittation 
of  her  work  will  be  greatly  leflencd  by  it. 

The  language  is  not  like  that  of  the  age  'of  Elizabeth  ; 
it  is  in  fome  inilances  incorre£i,  and  occafionally  obfcure  ; 
yet  her  deicripdons  are  clear,  animated,  and  vivid  ;  the  iqci- 
dents  varied  and  numerous ;  the  di:Ferent  adventures'  related 
with  fplritand  precifion  ;  and  the  reflcdions  juft,  pertinent^ 
and  mOrai. 


Eight  Sermons  on  th  Prophecies  refpe&ing  the  DefiruSion  of  7>- 
Tufalem,  preached  before  the  XJni'verfity  of  Oxford,  in  the  Year 
1785.  At  the  LeSure  founded  hy  the  late  Re<u.  John  Bamp- 
ton,  M.  Am  Canon  of  Salijhury.  By  Ralph  Churton,  M-  A* 
felU'w  of  Brafen  Nofe  College,     81/0.     4/.     White. 

OHOULD  the  reader,  in  thefe  Sermons,  ejcpeft  thart  grace, 
^  fpTendour,  and  animation  of  ftyle,  which  fo  highly  diilin- 
guifhed  the  late  difcourfes  of  Mr.  Profeflbr  White,  at  this 
JLe^urc,  he  will  probably  be  difappointed  \  not  but  that  Mr. 
Churton's  language  is  fometimes  vtxy  fpirited,  often  intere^-; 
ing,  and  generally  not  ill  fuited  to  the  nature  of  the  fal^e£l 
Jie  treats. 

Sermon  I.  on  Matt.  vi.  10.  Thy  Kingdom  «/w^,-— in  which 
the  author  difplays  learning  and  critical  ^fkill,  has  a  little  too 
inuch  of  the  ftiff  air  of  a  diiTertation  for  the  pulpit.  Th«  atti> 
thor  is  of  opinion,  that  this  verfe  of  St,  Matt.  xvi.  28.  Fe* 
fily  1  fay  unto  you^  there  he  fome  ftanding  befe  'w,hich  Jhfdl  not 
f^e  of  Defuh  till  they  fee  the  Son  of  Man  coming  in  his  King^- 
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dctn — refers  to  .our  Saviour's  transfiguration.  He  aHow«,  that 
^he  baft  of  our  commentators  do  not  refer  it  to  that  «vc&t ; 
but  infiUs  that  Origen,  Chryfoftom,  and  the  reft  of  the  fathers, 
unanlmoudy  apply  it  fo  \  and  feconds  dieir  opinion  wi(h  fome 
plauHble  reafpning. 

Xhe  author,  on  Matt.  xxvi.  29.  I  will  not  drink  beneefirth 
of  this  Fruit  of  the  Vine  until  that  Day  <wben  I  fidl  drink  H 
*with  yau  in  fny  Father^ s  Kingdqm- — does  not  admit  the.  more 
common  interpretations  of  this  paiTage ;  but  thitfks  that* 
without  any  figure,  it  may  be  ua^erftood  of  the  time  between 
our  Lord's  refurre^ion  and  arcenfion ;  daring  which,  we  know* 
to  prove  beyond  difpute  the  verity  of  his  body,  he  caode^ 
fcended  both  to  eat  and  drink  with  his  difciples.'-*-Our  limits 
will  not  allow  us  to  enter  into  the  argumetit?  on  which  this 
opinion  is  founded.  i         . 

Serm.  II.  is  on  Matt,  xxiv,  14,  This,  Goff*l  ef  the  Kiug-^ 
dom  Jball  he  preached  in  all  the^  fFcrld^  for  a  Witjufs  unto  all 
Jfations,  and  then  Jball  the  J.nd  come%^  From  this  text  we  learn* 
according  tg  our  author,  one  of  the  iigns  which. ojtr  Saviour 
gave  to  his  difciples,  whereby  it  might  be  knowo^  that  the 
defolation  of  the  Temple,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  Jewiih 
ftate,  were  nigh  at  hand. 

Serm.  III.  Matt,  xxiv^,  4,  5.  Take  Heed  that  nc  Mand$* 
fei've  you.  For  many  Jball  ^ome  in  my  Name ^  foy^^g*  /  4W  Chrift  ; 
and  Jhall  d€cei*ve  many ,  Here  Mr.  Churton  difcovers  another 
jnark  of  the  time  of  the  approaching  vengeance,  mentioned 
jn  the  foregoing  difcourfe.  The  diftni£lions  our  author  ^il^% 
betwixt  true  and  falfe  prophets,  and  true  and  falfe  workers  of 
miracles,  are  ingenious,  and  evince  confiderable  ability. 

Serm.  IV.  Matt.  xxiv.  8.  All  th^e  are  the  beginning  of 
Borrows.  The  figns  of  wrath,  and  the  commencement  of 
trouble,  are,  in  this  Sermon,  illuftrated  in  an  interefting  an4^ 
convincing  manner,'  from  Jofephus's  Wars  of  the  Jews, 

Serm,  V.  i-uke  xxi.  20,  21,  When  ye  Jball  fee  Jerufalem 
compqffed  <with  Armies ,  then  know^  that  the  Defolation  thereof  f« 
y  nigh.  Then  let  them  which  are  in  Judea  Jlee  to  the  Mountains* 
The  acconiplilhmcnt  of  Chrift's  prophecy  fhews  the  probabla 
'ineaning  01  the  abomination  of  defolation ^  to  be  the  Romaa 
ftandards,  in  the  army  of  Qaius  Caeftius  appearing  on  the  ftaft 
of  tabernacles,  in  the  ye^r^6,  ^t  Jerufalem  j  and  that,  by  the 
holy  place,  was  meant  no  more  than  the  city  in  general.  Thi^ 
point  being  treated  at'large>  the  author  concludes  the^il^ 
cOurfe  with  the  providential  delivery  of  the  Chriftians,  who 
lit  that  time  flew  from  Jerufalem  (o  Pella,  in  confequence  of 
^c  init^n^on  given  them  in  the  te^t  tQ  depart, 
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2  JO  Churtdn^j  Sermons  fit  Bampton^s  tenure. 

Serm.  VL  Luke  xix.  41,  42,  43,  44.  -^«i/  ov^^ir  he  -was 
€»me  fteJitr,  he  beheld  the  city  and  'wcpf  ouer  :f,  Sec, — on  the  tni- 
fcrics  of  the  fie^^e,  and  the  final  diflblution  of  the  city  and 
the  temple.  This  difcourfe  is  chiefly  hiftorical,  and  abounds 
with  affefting  circumflances,  well  dcfcribed. 

Serm.  VII.  Ro;n.  xi.  25,  26.  /  nvould  not  that 'ye  Jhould 
be  ignorant  (left  ye  Jhould  he  'Uii/e  in  your  oiun  Conceits)  that 
BUndnefi  in  Fart  is  happened  to  Ifrael,  until  the  Fulne/s  of  the 
Gentiles  be  come  in.  And  fo  all  J/rael  Jhall  be  /wved^  Many 
-  of  the  evidences  from  the  Old  and  New  Tellament,  relative 
to  the  final  converfion  of  the  Jews,  are  here  (lightly  touched 
upon,  but  in  a  way  that  gives  fatisfaftion.  This  Sermon  com- 
pletes the  pTan  of  the  author's  courfe  of  lediures. 

Serm.  VHP.  John  xiv.  29.  1  ha've  told  you  before  it  come 
to  pafs9  that  twhen  it  is  come  to  pafs  ye  might  beliew.  This  laft 
diicourfe  ]» Jietle  more  than  a  recapitulation  of  the  principal 
points  of  argument  in  the  foregoing  Sermons ;  in  \vhich  fum- 
jnary  vic^  thefe  points  arc  forcibly  (ketched. 

We  ihall  conclude  this  anicle  with  the  following  fhort  but 
ipirited  refiedlion  towards  the  end  of  this  lafi  difcourfe. 

*  Had  thefe  prophecies  been  forged,  had  they  been  pro- 
duced yeflerd^y,  and  accommodated  to  the  circumfiiances  of 
all  paft  ag^;  the  face  of  things  to-day  might  bely  the  pre- 
diftions,  and  expofe  the  impollor.  Let  this  fingular  people 
be  no  longer  different  from  other  people  ;  let  them  adopt  the 
religions,  and  become  members  of  the  fiates  of  the  various 
coui^tnes,  whether  Chrlftian,  Mahometan,  or  Pagan,  wherein 
they  refide ;  melt  them  down  in  the  mafs  of  mankind,  and 
let  them  not  be  diflinguifhable  from  other  men ;  or,  ^f  you 
choofe,  feparate  them  from  the  midft  of  other  nations,  tranf* 
plant  them  into  fome  unoccupied  region,  colonize  with  them; 
fome  uninhabited  ifland,  and  let  them  there  obfervc  their  rcr. 
ligion  and  their  laws.  On  either  fuppofition  (and  either  is 
pofiible,  if  the  holy  fcriptures  are  not  true)  you  demonllrat^, 
thofe  predidions  to  be  forgeries,  which  declare  that  their  in- 
fidelity and  difperfioh  fhall  be  of  equal  duration  ;  that  they 
ihall  continue  diiUnd^  not  till  they  fw^rve  to  idolatry,  or  fink 
into  Mahometifm,  but  till  they  look  upon  Him  whom  they, 
pierced.  '  Days  and  years  roll  on,  and  fweep  away  i^  their 
courfe  the  operations  of  men^  and  the  dreams  of  error  ;  but 
truth  is  a  pillar  of  adamant,  immoveable  as  the  poles  of  hea-. 
vcn.  Seventeen  centuries  have  pafied  over  the  fons  of  di/jper-  . 
fion,  and  feen  them  the  objed^s  of  conftant  wretchednefs  ;  .nor 
would  feventeen  thoufand  fee  them  extinct,  or  their  fituacion 
altered,  fhould  they  not  in  the  mean  time  embrace  the  gofpel. 
d  ^  ^  !  The 
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£ir^patrick*s  SerMons  d/t  ^various  SutjeSs,'  2BI 

•  The  truth  then  of  the  fcHptures  of  th^  I>Icw  Teflameot, 
the  prophecies  whereof  have  been  fulfilled^  and  are  daily  ful- 
filling,  being  as  certain  as  ttiat  God  is  true  ;  there  are  two  in« 
ferences  from  the  whole  of  the  argument,  which  claim  our 
attention.* 

For  thefe  inferences  we  muft  refer  our  readers  to  the  volume 
itfelf,  which  has  undoubted  merit. 


Sermons  en  nf^rious  $ubje3s  \  'with  an  Account  of  the  Principles 
9/  Proteftant  Dijenters,  their  Mode  of  JVorJhip^  and  Forms  of 
Public  Prayer,  Bapiifm,  and  the  LordU  Supper.    Bj  H.  Kirk^ 

"  Patrick*     Svo»     5/.  in  Boards,     Johnfon. 


r 


[N  an  introduftion  of  fifty-fix  pages,  this  author  has  given  a  = 
clear  and  fufficient  account  of  the  principles  of  the  Prefby- 
terians^  and  particularly  of  thofe  which  diftinguifli  them  from 
the  eilabliflied  church.  We  do  not  often  find  a  fketch  on  any 
fubjeft  conveying  more  information  in  fo  narrow  a  compafs. 
The  grand  chara£lcriftic  feature  of  this  feft  of  nonconformifb 
win  be  very  intelligibly  prefented  to  our  readers  by  the  para* 
graphs  following : 

*  By  the  word  diflbnter,  in  general,  is  meant,  every  one' 
who  does  not  conform  to  the  eftablifhed  religion  of  this  coub-  *. 
try,  except  Roman  catholics.  But  I  mean  nor  to  take  in  every 
4efcription  of  men  of  this  fort ;  thei-e  are  many  I  am  much  a 
i!ranger  to,  and  others,  perhaps,  of  whom  I  am  totally  igho- 
rant.  By  the  word  diffenter,  I  would  therefore  be  onderilood- 
to  mean  the  perfons  commonly  called  Prefbyterians, 

'  Thefe  differ  not  from  the  church  in  any  point  of  doctrinal ' 
faith,  more  than  its  own  members  differ  one  from  another. 
There  are  many  non-conformifts,  who  believe  all  the  articles 
as  expreiTed  in  the  book  of  Common  Prayer,  except  thofe  re- 
lating to  church  power  and  government. 

♦*  Praying  without  a  printed,  or  compofed  form  of  prayer, . 
is  not  a  diftinguifhrng  difference  betwixt  a  churchman  and  a 
diffenter.     Some  of  the  latter,  prefer  compofed  forms  to  thofe  . 
delivered  from  memory,  or  which  are  commonly  called  extern*  • 
pore.     Nor  are  the  veflments,   and  forms  made  ufe  of,  a; 
flanding  and  kneeling,  material  objections  to  the  ei^bliilied 
church,  with  the  pcribns  I  am  defcribing^. 

*  The  grand  diilinguifhing  difference  betwixt  a  churchman, 
and  a  Prelbyterian  is  this ;  the  latter  claims  a  fble  right  of 
judging  for  himfelf,  in  matters  of  religion  ;  he  acknowledgei 
Jefus  Chrift  as  the  fole  head  of  the  church  ;  and  aflerts  thac 
no  in»n^  or  body  of  men  upon  earthj  have,  any  right  to  pte^  . 
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2tft  Kiripatrlch*s  SirmMs  9n  t^artous  SutjtSs* 

Icribe  forms  of  worfhip,  or  articles  of  faith,  fo*  his  obfcrv* 
ance  and  belief:  that  this  is  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  the 
Cbriftian  religion,  and  to  the  ti inalienable  rights  of  cbn- 
fcience,  and  tends  to  deftroy  genuine  piety,  and  rational  d«. 
votion.     , 

•  A  diffentcr  is  therefore  no  more  than  fimpty  this  :  viz.  a 
Chriftian  and  a  Proteftant,  without  any  one  point  of  doctrinal 
faith  peculiar  to  him  as  fuch,  claiming  to.himfelf  a  right  of 
private  judgment,  and  the  interpretation  of  thofe  fcriptnxes, 
which  contain  the  Chriilian  religion  ;  and  denying  the  aotho* 
rity  of  the  civil  magiftr^te  in  thefe  matters,  over  the  judg- 
ment and  confciences  of  men.  On  the  contrary,  members  of 
the  eftablifhment  entirely  give  ap  this  principle,  and  prof<$fs 
h  to  be  their  duty  to  receive  thofe  articles  oif  faith,  and  at- 
tend that  mode  of  public  worfhip,  which  has  been  formed  by 
others,  and  prefcribed  by  law,  though  they  may  differ  from 
their  own  private  crepd :  or  they  allow  (Article  XX.)  *'  that 
the  church  hath  power  to  decree  rites  or,  ceremonies,  and 
authority  in  controverfies  of  faith,  &c/*  A  diffent  from  this 
article  I  coniider  as  the  grand  and  diilinguiihing  difference 
betwixt  nonconformifts  and  the  members  of  the  eflabliihed 
church.' 

Mr.  Kirkpatrick  then  difpatcKes,  in  a  few  words,  the  me- 
thod of  conde&ng  public  worfliip  among  thefe  diffenters.— 
The  remaining  part  of  the  introdudory  difcourfe  is  employed 
principally  in  noticing  the  difference  of  opinion,  which  fub- 
£ifts  between  the  diilenters  and  the  church  of  England,  rela- 
tive to  baptifm,  confirmation,  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  the 
burial  of  the  dead.  The  friends  of  the  author's  ie6t  will  pro- 
bably give  him  credk  for  the  acutenefs  of  his  obiervations, 
and  fuch  as  think  differently,  will  hardly  accufe  him  of  want- 
ing temper,  or  indeed  moderation. 

The  volume  contains  eight  Sermons.  The  firft  difcourfe 
treats  of  the  Ne^^ty  of  a  c^nftant  an4fteady  Regard  to  the  Pre- 
€^ts  of  Rfh'giott  and  Morality.  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  infills,,  with 
ingenuity  and  fome  force  of  argument,  that,  in  the  effiroa.tion 
of  human  a£Uons  before  God,  the  greateil  regard  will  proba- 
bly be  had  to  the  habitual  condufl  and  difpofition  of  the  mind 
in  the  latter  part  of  life,  in  cafe  there  (hall  have  happened,  at 
its  different  periods,  a  great  change  in  our  moral  "demeanor. 
The  Sermon  on  thi  Sufferings  and  Death  of  Jefus  Cbrift 
abounds  with  pious  and  edifying  refledions.  The  third,  on 
sur  Saviour's  Temptation  in^  the  if'^iidernefs ,  coniiders  this  repre- 
fentatton  as  a  viiion.  This  method  removes  ieveral  dificnl- 
tiee;  hot,  in  our  opinion^  ^not  all.  The  difcourfe  ^s,  how- 
;  *  '  '    '  ever. 
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fhg  Siranprs  tsi  Homt ;  a  Comic  Opera.  ssj 

erer»  ingenlotts.  Sisrmon  IV.  is  oh  Brotherly  Lo^tu  V.  Om. 
Man*s  Ignorance  *what  E'oents  conduce  moft  to  bis  irueft  Hapftnefsm 
VI,  On  the/uperior  'Importance  of  improwng  the  Mind  to  adorn* 
ing  the  S^ify.  This  title  is  not  lieatly  expreiTed.  VII.  Om 
gfortfying  God  in  alt  our  JSions,  Vllf.  Oh/ervations  on  the 
Hiftory  of  the  blind  Man  that  was  reftored  to  Sight  hj  Jefns^ 
This  Sermon  feems  to  cxprefs  more  forenefs,  in  fome.  reflec- 
tions on  the  eftabliihment,  than  we  fhoald  have  expefted  from 
this  author,  in  thtfe  times  of  moderation* 

The  difcourfes,  on   thef  whole,  are  pioas,  pra£tic^,  and' 
well  written.    What  follows  them,  and  concludes  the  Volunke^ 
is  mentioned  in  the  title-page* 


^he  Strangers  at  Home  ;  a  Comic  Opera,  in  Three  ASs  :  as  per-- 
formed  at  the  Theatre-Royal  in  Drury-Lautm  %'w^  I/.  6iL 
Harrifon* 

npHE  incidents  in  this  opera   are  founded   on    a  fimpte^ 
^    and  natural  event,  viz*  the  return  of  fome  captives  de- 
livered from  flauery,  in  which  they  had  been  confined  at  Al« 
giers.  Many  were  fuppofed  dead,  and  few  expeded  to  return  j 
fo  that  the  fitiiation  of  their  friends  may  fuggeft  fome  interell-* 
ing  fcenes.    The  general  plan  is  of  fo  favourable  a  kind,  thac 
o«ir  expeflation^  were  highly  taifed ;  but  the  cotidu^  oif  the 
author  did  not  fupport  them.     A  feries  of  inconfiAenciet  dt-- 
ftroy  the  probability  by  which  alone  we  are  inttreiied*     The 
moft  intimate  acquaintance  do  not   recognife  fome  of  thelif 
happy  ftrangers  ;  while  others,  who  have  been  abfentaneqtial 
time,  and  fubje£led  to  the  fame  hardfiiips,  are  inmeiiatelf 
known.     Too  much  is  alfo  attributed  to  dj%uife ;  and  die 
iituations,  in  confequence  of  the  changes  of  drefs  only,  ate> 
t^  intricate,  that  the  tnind  labours,  in  underftanding  then,  to 
a  degree  incompatible  with  pleafure.  The  chara^ers -are  comi> 
mon,  and  not  well  diicrimihated.     The  language  is  neither 
wUty  or  huarorous ;  the  former  is  fopplied  by  equivoque  ftji^ 
quently  fo  remote  as  to  require  Italics  in  the  clofet,  and  * 
pointed  delivery  on  the  ftage ;  the  latter  by  trite  or  tnflitig 
obfervations. — Yet  this  opera  is  not  without  merit,     Wh^re 
the  plot  is  not  too  intricate,  it  is  lively  and  interefting ;  fttc«i 
eeifive  incidents  awaken  the  attention  ;  and  the  poetry  is  often 
animated  and  elegant.     If  we  coniider  this  piece  in  the  lighf 
of  a  pleafing  trifle,  a- vehicle  for  miific,  we  may  haveexamin^* 
ed  it  too  (h-idly  ;  and  the  faults  may  not  be  fuch  as  to  dtmi* 
nifh  the  [rfeaiVife  of  the  reprefentation.     The  audience  wero 
of  this  opinion,  probably  for  the  reaibfis  we  have  giveni.   Oa 

our 
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our  board  it  moft  have  a  more  pointed  trial ;  its  faults  and 
merits  muid  be  fl:ri£lly  Tcanned,  and  the  decifion  be  made  on 
a  carefol  comparifon  of  the  weight  of  each.  The  author  may 
properly  allege,  in  arreft  df  judgment,  that  he  deiigned  to 
pleafe  only  on  the  ftaga ;  and  that,  in  this  trial,  he  has  been 
acquitted  with  honour.  If  this  be  his  plea,  we  fhall  at  leaft  * 
delay  the.  fentence. 

The  ftory  of  the  opera'  would  detain  us  too  long,  and  not 
be  eafily  underllood  ;  fo  that,  we  fhall  proceed  to  infert  fomc 
ihort  fpecimens. 

The  firfl  chorus  is  moH  eafily  detached  from  the  plot.  It  is 
fong  by  the  captives,  on  their  return. 

«  Welcome  once  more  our  native  land  ! 

Where  fmiling  Freedom's  bounteous  hand 
Lifers  fading  pidture  bids  to  glow 

With  tints  fhe  can  alone  beftow  ! 

•Tis  Liberty  infpires  the  lay. 

To  hail  our  fecond  natal  day  : 

Hail,  goddefs  bright !   by  all  ador'd  % 

By  thee  to  more  than  life  reflor'd.' 
The  firll  fcene  of  the  fecond  aft  is  no  improper  ipccimeii 
of  the  dialogue ;  and  the  concluding  fong  is  pleafing  and 
poetical.  ^1 

*  Laurence:  Tell  the  cook  to  make  hafle,  Alice.  I  like 
my  vidluals  rather  under  done. 

*  .Alice.  You  have  been  us'd  to  eat  your  meat  rare,  I  fup- 
pofc?  . 

*  Laur.  Yes,  the  meat  th$it  came  to  my  fhare  in  Algiers 
was  very  rarf^  indeed  ! — not  above  once  a  month. 

'  Alice.  And  how  did  they  treat  you,  Laurence  ?  tell  me 
a]l  about  it.  ^ 

*  Laur,  They  treated  me  with  my  hoard,  to  be  furc — to 
deep  on  I  mean  ;  a  fcarci.ty  of  bread  and  water ;  and  plenty 
of  llripes  and  hard  labour.  .  For  my  part,  I  had  rather  pay 
my  own  way  in  Florence,  ^han  be  treated  fo  by  the  befl  Alge- 
rinc  of  'em  all ! 

'.  AUci.    Frsiy,  Laurence,  had  your  mailer  many  wives  ? 

*  Laur,  Wives !  aye,  in  every  hole  and  comer  of  his. 
houfe  :  they  ran  about  like  rabbits  in  a  warren  I 

'  Alic€.  And  did  not  you  turn  poacher  now  and  then,  and 
fiiap  up  a  ftray  rabbit  ? — Eh  !  Laurence  ? 
.  *  Laur.  Not  I,  indeed  I  I  had  a  much  keener  appetite  for 
a  fat  capon. — Hunger  is  a  bitter  enemy  to  gallantry! — Be* 
iides,  the  Infidels  have  wayt  of  keeping  their  wives  to.  them* 
fflves,  which  we  have  not  yet  attained.  ■  •  ^ 

•  Alia.' 
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*  Mitt*    By  making  flakes  of  them  1*-Thank  m/fUrs^ 
th&t  odious  fafhion  does  not  prevail  in  Chriftendom  ! 

I   *  Laur.    *'  No»  the  maner  is  j aft  fevers'd  with  as  :  in  all 
Chriftian  CoontrieSf  th^  wires  keep  theit  halbands  in  fubjec- 
tioo.'* — Bat  here  comes  madam  Viola ! 
'  Satir  Vioh. 
^  Flola.    Honeft  Laurence,  I  am  TejoicM  to  fee  you'  once 
more  at  home ! 

*  Laur.    Thank  ye,  ma'am  !-^I  am  mttch  rejoic'd  to  fee 
xnyfclf  here ! 

*  Viola.    I  imagine  you  have  had  a  fufficient  fample  of  tra- 
velling ?  I 

*  Laur,    Enough  to  laft  me  my  life,  ma'am ! 

*  Viola^  And  what  think  you  of  the  men  and  manners  where 
you  have  been  ? 

*  *  Laur,  As  for  the  men,  the  leail  faid  about  them  is  the 
b^ft ;  atid,  as  for  their  manners^  legad !  I  never  was  treated 
with  fo  much  ilUmanners,  by  any  other  fct  of  people  before 
or  fince ! 

*  Fiala,    Laurence,  you  are  releafed  from  the  chains  of  t 
tyrant,  juil  time  enough  to  fee  me  in  fetters  I 

'  Rondeau. 
/  Woman's  fate  is  tlill  diftreffing, 
.  Be  her  lot  whatc'er  it  will ; 
Man  perverts  her  every  blefling 
To  a  caufe  of  future  ill. 

*  If  with  charms  her  fohm  enduing, 
,         Nature  kindefl  care  employs, 

Man,  the  gaudy  prize  purfuing,        '  \^ 

Conquers  firit,  ^nd  then  deftroys. 

*  Riches  ferve  but  to  entoil  her ; 

Like  the  bee  with  honey  ilor'd,  <  ' 

Her  wealth  allures  the  cruel  fpoiler. 

And  doom's  her— viftim  of  her  hoard,*   . 
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POLITICAL. 

Certain  Arrangemtnts  in  Ci*uil  Polity^  neetjparyfer  the  further  Im" 
provement  of  Hujhandiy^  Mines^  Fi/berie$^  and  MauufaSlurt  in 
this  Kingdom*    By  the  Hon,  A.  Frafer^    %vo.     u.    Cadeil. 

MR.  Frafer,  in  a  very  rational  manner,  points  out  the  dif- 
ficulties attending  every  improvement^  in  agriculture, 
manttfadures,  and  commerce,  where  the  local  fituacion  of  a 
Vol.  LXI.  March^  17^6^  Q^  cpun- 
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coantry  fabje6is  it  to  Various  difadrantages.  It  woald  bardbasn 
A  much  mbre  Agreeable  tbejne  for  obfervaciony  had  .he  tndea- 
^6ured  to  ihow  by  what  means  thofc  natprft)  difad vantages 
might  either  be  corrected  of  alleviated  ;  as  tvtry  fucli  Qnfi^-> 
voarable  pidtqre  of  the  ftate  of  a  nation  tends  rather  to  damp 
than  afford  encouragement  to  the  exertions  of  iiiduilry.  We» 
therefore,  hope  that  Mr.  Frafer  will,  on  fome  future  occaiion, 
tttrn  his  thoughts  to  this  important  enquiry. 

Thi  Pn/ent  Stati  of  Great  Britain  c<mjidered\  and  the  National 
Debt  difcujjed^  t(rMards  a  radical  and  ffee^y  Payment.  8vtf* 
I/.  6d*    Bucket. 

The  author  of  this  pamphlet  fets  out  with  obferving,.  that 
.  fince  the  late  war,  which  has  increafed  the  national  debt  to  an 
exorbitant  fum,  tvtry  little  politician  has  been  propoAng^ 
fchemes  for  difcharging  it.  When  he  fpeaks  in  this  ^on- 
temptoous  flyle  of  his  honell  fellovV- labourers  in  the  public 
fervice,  he  feems  not  to  refiedt  that,  notwithflanding  the  opi- 
nion which  he  betrays  of  his  own  fuperiority,  he  may  perhaps 
be  arranged  in  the  fame  clafs.  It  is  certaju,  at  leaft,  that 
this  author  yields  to  none  in  what  relates  to  the  fpirit.of. 
innovation.  All'  the  jilans,  however,  which  he  fuggefts/arc 
oot  entirely  ne,w ;  and,  under  particular  jAodtfications,' we 
don43t  not  that  fome  of  them  might  be  adopted  with  advantage  . 
to  the  public.  It  would  be  unneceflary  to  make  any  farther 
obfervations,  at  prefeiit^  on  the  fchemes  propofed  by  this  au« 
thor. 

Letters  from  the  Right  Hvnouraile  W  ■  JS^— ^-^  on  the  Utti 

PoliticalJrrangement.     Svo.     ur.     Bladon,  _ 

Letter  to  the  S^rl  of  CarliJUj  from  the  Right  Honourahle  WiUiam 
Eden^  on  the  SuijeH  of  the  late  Arrangements  %vo%-  u.  6d^ 
Walker. 

Thefc  Letters  bear  the  moft  evident  marks  of  their  fpurious 
origin.  They  have  arifen  from  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  times^ 
and  mufl  therefore  be  coqfigned  to  oblivion. 

thoughts  upon  a  Billy  lately  offered  to  Parliament^  for  regulating 
the  Export  and  Import  of  Corn :  with  dhf&tvations  upon  Dean 
Tnzkv^ 5  RefleSlionSi  fo  far  Oi  theyrektte  to  thisSuhjeB*  8v*. 
IS*     Pridden. 

To  devifc  regulations  for  the  exportation  and  importation  of 
corn,  is  a  fubjed  which  has  repeatedly  afforded  exercife  to  the 
legiiiative  wifdom  of  parliament.  But  no  law,  hiiherto  enaded, 
has  proved  fdfiicient  for  retraining  frauds  and  abufes  in  this 
important  article  of  commerce^  A  bill  was  brought  into  par* 
liam'ent  laft  feffions,  with  the  view  of  remedying  thofe  evils  { 
but^  for  particular  reafons,  was  withdrawn.  The  pamphlet 
now  before  us  is  intended  to  furnidi  light  towards  a  recon- 
iidexation  pf  this  great  national  objeA  :  but  fuch  is  the  mifre- 

prefentatioa 
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pT^bntMion  to  which  it  is  Ji&bU;^  froai  the  jxrejodjoe  juii/^vcir 
Sees  of  intereiled  ijodividuals,  that  in  the  framing  of  a  nevy 
isLw^  the  moft  accurate  enquiry  and  mature  deliberation  will 
be  neceflkry. 

Two  Lexers  ^Mreffci  <#  the  Right  Han.  PK  Pi4i,  Cban^dkt  4^tht 
£xcirfui[r,  for  obtaining  ua  tqual  Sxftem  of  Ta^xatiom,  aiiffff  ' 
teJucing  the  National  Debt*     Bj  P»  Barfoot^  Efq^.     %vo,     is» 
Dcbrettk 

In  what  Mr.  Barfbot  fuggefts  coacerning  taxation ,  we  mett 
with  nothing  that  is  new.  His  idea  is  the  common  one,  that 
the  taxes  on  the  neciriSaries  of  life  ^ould  be  redQced»  and  the 
defii^ncy  of  the  revenue  fopplied  by  ad<titional  iropofts  on 
luxury •*« With  regard  to  the  difcharge  o(  the  n^onal  debt; 
bis  opinion  nearly  correfponds  with  that  of  lord  Newhav^n  on 
the  fame  fubjedl. 

Liberal  Ofiniom  on  Taxation^  and  a  ne^v  SyJIem  ofFimding*  SmaU 
8w.     Printed  for  the  Author.. 

This  author  qiaintains,  as  a  jnfl  and  rational  principle,  that 
the  public  creditors  ought  to  be  liable  ip  the  expences  incurred 
by  national  defence.  To  introduce  fuch  a  fyfteni  into  our 
^nances^  he  recomm^epds  the  opeijing  of  a  fubfcription  for  on« 
nilHony  by  way  of  experiment.  The  terms  to  be  four  per 
cent,  per  annum  perpetual  ftock,  but  liable*  to  fl ui5t nation s:  of 
intereH,  according  to  a  rate  which  he  fpecifies.  He  propofet 
that  money  upon  mortgage  fbould  likewife  b,e  charged  with  the 
Additional  tax.  That  our  author's  opinions  proceed  from  a  li- 
berality of  difpofition,  we  enteruin  not  the  fmalleft  degree  of 
doubter  b&t  there  is  little  reafon  to  exped  that  this  virtue- will 
ever  operate  ^fuccefsf^Hy  in  the  ibience  of  finance.  ^ 

^Letter  from  Warren  Haflingh  Efq*  Dated  2vfi  of  February^ 
1784.  if'ith  Remarks  and  Authentic  Docum^s  to  fuppart  tbt 
Remarks.     %^o.     11.     Ridgway. 

The  author  of  the  Remarks  on  this  Letter  examines  i^  with 
a  degree  of  acutenefs  not  irtc  from  the  fufpicion  of  perfonal 
animofity;  but  by  whatever  motives, he  may  be  aduated,  to 
prge  a  charge  of  delinquency,  after  leave  has  been  granted  for 
^  public  eoqiiiry  bv  parliament,  betrays  a  conduct  not  perfe^ly 
^eiCOOfiMl?^^  >vHh  ^epri/iciples  ^f  juitice  aqd  %oderadon. 

A  Letter  from  Warren  Hafings^E/q.  Governor^General  of  Bengal^ 
to  theHonourahlethe  Cofrt  if  J)irBors  of  the  Eafi-Ii'dia  Com" 
.   fany.     Dated  from  iMcknow^  April  30.     With  4  Boffirift^ 
.   Dated  May  13,  17S4*    ^vo.     u.  6d^    Debrett. 

In  this  Letter  Mr.  Haftings  recites  the  hiftoty  of  hts  ne^o* 
ciation.,with  the  nabob  vizier  Qwde;  his  treatment  of  whom, 
jtve  cabnot  but  acknowledge,  appears  to  have  been  greatly  mif* 
xeprefi?uted» 
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Advice  ia  ibe  Lord  Lieutenants  of  ^^uttti/s^  eommandifig  Regmentf   i 
of  Militia,    Umall  %*vo.     is.     Walker.      • 

This  j)Arophlct  is  of  the  ironical  kind  ;  and,  if  v*^e  may  form.  ^ 
'  an  opinion  upon  the  great  variety  of  circumftances  fugge&cd  hy 
the  author,  he  is  a  perfon  extremely  well  acquainted  with  tho' 
abufes  committed  in  the  management  of  the  militia. 

Ohferv^tions  oh  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons appointed  to  enquire  into  the  State  of  the  Britijh  Fijherym 
By  Robert  Fall^  E/q.     sJo.     zs.    D.ebrett. 

As  the  escteniion  and  improvement  gf  the  Britiih  iiiheries  are 
now  the  objed  of  parliamentary  attention,  thefe  Obfervations 
i^-c  of  gre^t -importance.  They  are  the  production  of  an  able 
and  intelligent  mai),  who  has  joined  experience  toknowledge, 
and  whofe  views  are  neither  partial  or  confined*  We  perceive^ 
indeed,  occafionally^  a  little  biafs,  a  little  predilection,  ariiing 
from  local  circumflances  and  fituation  ;  but  thefe  are  prejudices 
which  few  can  avoid.  The  Obfervatjons  relate  to  a  very  ex- 
jtcnfivc  report  on  this  fobjeft,  the  eiFeds  of  a  careful  and  atten* 
tive  enquiry  ;  but,  though  apparently  iimple,  it  is  encumbered 
with  difficulties.  Thefe  have  beea  fen fibly  felt  by  the  com- 
jnittee  s  and,  therefore,  it  becomes  not  a  fubjeCt  of  difcuflion 
in  this  place,  except  under  a  more  general  and  abflraCted  view, 
as  a  political  and  a  commercial  enquiry* 

^  Second  Addrefs  to  Parliament  on  a  SuhjeH  ofthefirji  Cottfequence 
to  the  Welfare  of  the  State.  By  William  Renvjick.  ^vfi.  u. 
Law, 

In  our  Fifty-ninth  Volume,  page  389,  we  gave  our  opinion 
of  the  firft  Addrefs. ,  The  purport  of  the  fecond  is  the  fame  ; 
but,  while  its  objed  is  equally  important  and  deferving  of  at-  ^ 
tkntion,  the  flyle  is  improved,  the  language  is  lefs  vague,  and' 
the 'digreffions  not  fo  numerous.  We  can  only  wifti  the  au- 
thor fucceif,  without  flattering  him  with  the  profpeCt  of  obtain- 
ing it.  -  , 

DIVINITY.  V 

SerfHOfff^  doBrinal  and praSical,  on  federal  SuhjeSs,  By  ^«  Grant ^ 
Minifer  of  tht  Gofpel  at  Ne^Mcafle,  i  imo.  2J.  "td.  fewedm 
©illy. 

This  irolume  contains  fixteen  Sermons  on  the  following  fub* 
jeAs.  I.  The  Wifdom  of  God  illuftrafed  in  the  Humiliation 
ef  Chrili.— II.  The  Uve  of  God  to  the  World  ^III.  Chnft, 
t\t  Chriftian's  all.— IV.  The  great  Salvation.— V.  The  Folly 
of  neglecting  the  GofpeU-—V I.  A  heavenly  Converfation  de- 
scribed.—VII.  Jefus,  the  Objea  of  the  Chriflian's  Dlfire.—. 
VIII.  The  fame  Subjed^  contiftued.--IX.  The  Example  of  , 

Chrift. 
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Chrift.— X.  The  fame  Subjea  continued.*— XL  The  Prefence 
of  God  with  his  People.— ^X II.  The  fame  Subjefi  continaed. 
Xni.  Comfort  to  the  Affliaed.— XIV-  The  fame  Subjeft  con* 
.tinned.— XV.  The  Life  of  Faith  in  the  Time  of  Afiiiaiott.— 
XVI.  The  fame  Subjed  continue^.  > 

Thefe  difconrfes  are  affeding  and  ferioos,  with  fome  little 
tendency  perhaps  towards  gloominefs.  We  are  doubtful  whe- 
ther they  be  not  better  calculated  to  infpire  quiefcent  devotion 
and  rdigious  melancholy,-  than  that  vigorous  and  adiive  piety « 
the  ordinary  Chrilban's  better  character,  as  fitting  him  to  live 
uncorruptiy  in  the  midft  of  fociety,  which  he  neither  cao»  nor 
ought  to  defcrt.  Our  author's  language  is  generajly  plain  and 
eafy,  but  warip  and  pathetic.  It  abounds  with  apo(irophe  aA4 
interrogative,  and  has  more  force  than  elegance* 

A  Sermon  preached  at  Tor^^  on  Wednefdoy  the  13/i  of  April t  1785^ 

for  the  Benefit  of  the  Lunatic  Afylum.    By  Robert  Pierfon^  A.  M% 

/^to.     IX.     CadelJ.  v 

This  is  a  pious  and  rational  di^ourfe^  written  with  elegance^- 
and  not  deficient  in  pathos.  We  ihall  feled  the  author's  ihort 
and  affcding  defcription  of  lunacy,  as  a  fpecimen  of  his 
manner. 

*  Of  all  the  aiHi(5\ions  which  are  incident  to  man,  none  is  fo 
ihocking  as  that  of  lunacy— none  fo  humiliating— none  that 
excites  the  pity  and  compafiion  of  the  benevolent  aod  humane, 
in  a  ilronger  degree.'  Reafon,  which  was  originally  beftowcd 
on  man,  to  diflinguifli  him  from  the  brute  creation^  to  be  tb« 
goide  of  his  anions,  and  to  become  a  perpetual  fource  of  plea*  , 
iure  and  entertainment  to  his  mind,  is  here,  alas  !  ilrangely 
overpowered  and  obftrudled.  When  this  alarming  change  t^ci^ 
place,  what  a  dreadful  fituation  is  the  poor  fuffercr  reduced  |o  f  > 
Like  a  fhip  bereft  of  its  rudder,  he  drives  before  the  ftornij^ 
and  is  daiHed  to  pieces  on  the  firft  rock  that  prefents  itfelf.  The 
conflict  Riufi  be  terrible  indeed  ;  for  reafon  no  fooner  vields  up 
her  rein£,  than  the  unhappy  lunatic  is  bent  upon  dellroying  his 
life— nowi  feemingly,  a  burden  too  grievous  to  be  born. 
Strange  perveriion  of  the  ordinary  courfe  of  human  nature ! 
For  God  has  wilely  implanted  in  us  an  inviolable  attachment 
to  life  ;  and  has  impreiled  us  with  a  natural  dread  of  death.' 

A  Sermon  preached  in  the  Church  of  St*  Nicholas^  Rocheffer^  on 
June  2 ^t  1785,  {Being  the  Day  of  the  Viftation  of  the  Ren^^ 
John  lauy  D»J).  Art^hdeacon  of  Rochefer^)  on  the  Introduce 
lion  of  Sunday  Schools.  By  the  Rev.  Charles  Moore ^  M%  /f» 
4to,     I  J,  td,     Johnfon, 

We  learn  from  the  author's  ihort  preface,  that  this  difcourle 
met  the  general  approbation  of  a  clerical  audience  $  many  qf 
whom  had,  as  he  was  afterwards  informed,  previoufly  employed 
much  of  their  thoughts  and  endeavours  to  eUablifh  the  (cheme 
he  recommends.  We  can»  however^  well  conceive  the  good 
fcpfe  ^ud  diicrcet  zeal  be  has  manifefled  mufl  have  entitled  his 
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Scrndoif^ct  at  all  th^  Ms  to  favourable  reception  on  adeoi^iil  . 
ctf  the  foregoing  circumftance*  Mr.  Moore  has  added  a  Istrgq 
Apt>^ndiXy  containing  various  arguinenta  on  the  utility  andioi^ 
portance  of  Sunday  rchool$»  tfnd  anfwers  to  obje^ions,  toge4 
iher  with  a  particular  accoujit  of  their  eflabliihment  in  hi$  owii 
parifhes*  This  part  i^  properly  written  in  a  more  familiar  Oyle 
than  the  Sermon,  and  well  calculated  to  imprefs  a  due  fenfe  of 
the  advantages  of  Sunday  fchools  on  the  yeomanry  of  the  coun^ 
try,  ^nd  that  clafs  of  readers  more  immediately  intereded  in 
providing  the  mieans  of  their  eftablifliment.  Wewarmly  re-» 
commend  both  the  Sermon  and  the  Appendix  to  the  confidar^ 
atk>n  of  the  public^  confeffing  ourfelves  much  inclined  to  wiih 
litccefs  to  thefe  undertakings^whilft  experience  continues  to 
ipeak,  as  it  has  done,  in  their  behalfr 

We  will  tempt  none  of  opr  readers  to  content  themfelvea 
idth  an  extt-afl  from  this  performance,  ^s  the  whole  defervea 
tlieir  feriotis  perufal. 

^  Sermoh  ok  G^laiiAns  iv.  6\    Preached  in  fie  cpifc»pal  Chafel  at 
Ifqy^eUa  Derhyjhirej  on  Trinity  Sunday  %     By  C  Bayky*     Th^ 
.  Second  Rditian.     izmo.     is,     Longman. 

Tht_  Scripture  DoBrine  of  a  Trinity  vindicnted^  etc  cor  ding  to  tki 

Principles  of  the  iUnminated  Emanuel  Swdenhorgh*     ^o  ^hicfj^ 
■  feme  kefnarks  are  frefxed^   npdfi  a  Sertnon  with  Notesy  lately 

fvhUJfjfd  hy  €.  Bayky^  in  Offojiiion  to  that  Bo^rine*     ^vo. 

Pointed  f6r  the  Author. 
^he  S%vedenBcrgian  JDc  Brine  of  a  Trinity  co^fdcrcd-  ^r^  S^riBurrs 

on  a  late  Publication^  en  tit  fed ^  The  Scripture  Do^rine  of  a  Tri'. 

nify  'vindicated ;  according  to  the  Principles  of  the  ilhmnated, 
""  Bmanuci^VL^edenhorg,    U  ith  jRcmar^s  upon  a  Serpton  on  Gifl.  iv. 

j6.    i2mo,     IS,     iongman. 

The  h.^  of  the  three  articles,  viz.  Mr.  Bay  ley's  Semon^ 
inHitates  Wrongly  againit  the  idea  of  the  famous  Swedenborgh^ 
on  the  Trinity.  The  author,  in  the  following  note  at  page 
dcventh,  briefly  acquaints  os  with  €wedeitborgh's opinioi^  an4 
bis  own  fentin.enrs  uppn  it,  which  he  maintains  at  large  in  the 
f^iicourfe  itfelf,  from  the  ccnfi deration  of  numerous  p^fiagc^ 
both  in  the  Old  and  New  Tefiament«  - 
.  ^<  A  Trinity  of  Pcrfons,"  fays  a  iate  writer,  **  was  unVnowo 
in  th^  apoilolic  church,  ivhiifi  the  apo{llips  livedi  and  for  two 
or  three  ages  ^ftcr  their  dccc^fe.**  If  the  author  had  never 
read  the  V'riiings  of  the  fathers  of  the  firft  ages  of  Chriftianity, 
we  may  applogife  for  his  afTertion*  3ut  furely  it  was  then 
|tnowjn  and  defended.  TertulHan  was  alive  at  the  time  of  St» 
Jfohn's  death,  and  was  the  iirft  who  wrote  profcffcdly  againfl  the 
;iioticn  pf  there  being  only  a  nominal  diftin£iicn  in  the  god- 
liead.  In  his  days  arofe^  in  Afia,  the  heretic  Praxeas,  who 
^Daiptained  there  was  no  plurality  of  perfons  in  the  gCdhead. 
Againft  the  opinions  of  tlis  pan,  ^ertullian  wrote  a  treatife, 
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W^relp  bf  proves  9  real  diftln^Uon  of  the  Sacred  Three,  at^l 
which  hp  e^KpreiTes  ii)  (^ch  high  terms,  as  to  call ,  t1>c  Soi^ 
%Qpt^ef  from  the  Father,  aod  the  Holy  Gho(l  apother  froifV- 
both  of  them :  and  alledges  tlie  paiTage  qf  St.  John,  in  hi*' 
I  Epift.  V.  7,  If  a  connexus  Putris  in  FiUfi^  it  FUit  in  Panjicleta, 
ires  ifficit  tphfr^ntes,  aiterum  ex  ^Itero ;  qui  tres  uni^m  fyntt  non 
i^nus ;  qupitipdo  di^um  £^,  Egif  tt  Pater  unum  fumus.  Cap.  xxv^ 
*^  Thas  the  conoexion  of  the  Father  with  the  Son,  and  of  the 
Son  wjth  the  Holy  5piri^t,  jcaufes  thefe  three  to  be  united  toge« 
ther,  one  with. another  j  Avhich  Three  are  One  thing  or  being, 
not  one  p^fon,  in  the  fame  manner  a§  it  is  faid,  I  and  my  Fa? 
^hcr  arc  One.'  -  i 

^  The^nonympus  'defender  of  Swcdenborgh,.  art.  1,  tells  us, 
that  this  author,  treating  exprefsly  of  the  Trinity,  affirms  tha| 
^here  is  a  divine  Trinity  of  Father,  Son.  and  Holy  Ghoil» 
which  he  proves  from  the  Scriptures,  not  omitting  the  parage 
in  St.  John's  firft  Fpiflle,  v.  7.  but  diHinguifhing  it  by  capita) 
chai^aders ;  and  he  obfervcs,  that  the/e  three  are  three^ effenti^li^of 
tht  etiu  Qod^  njohlgb  make  q^e^  like  the  foul^  hody^  and  operation  if 
man ;  a  comparifpn,  adds  our  vindicator,  which  may  be  famir 
liarized  to  every  one's  .capajcity  and  experience.-— This  dpdrine 
he  defends,  as  being  that  of  Scripture,  againft  what  Mr.  Bay- 
ley  has  advanced  in  pppofitioa  to  it  in  feveral  parts  of  his  Sier* 
mon.  There  is  more  acutehefs,  .i^nd  appear ancepfcpo^  reafoa- 
itg  in  this  indication,  rhan  might  have  been  expedled  from 
an  admirer  of  the  illuminated  Emanuel  Sv^tdenborgh.  We  are, 
however^  far  from  being  convinced  of  the  conformity  of  this 
'  do6trine  to  that  of  the  Scriptures ;  and  think  that  Mr.  Bay]«y, 
in  his  Strictures,  art.  3,  has  drfplayed  more  learning  and  argu- 
ment in  defence  of  the  commonly  received  do^in^of  the  Tri* 
nity,  coote»ded  for  in  his  ^ermcH),  than  his.  anogonit  will 
eafily  overthrow*. 
'  A  Ca^veat  addreffed  to  the  Catholics  ofWorcefter^  againfi  the  infitu* 

Siting  Letter  0/  Mr.  IVharton.     By   William  Pilling,     izmo^ 

Is.  6d.    Coghlan* 

Ye  good  Catholics !  of  Worceftcr,  if  ye  will  take  the  advice 
of  a  Pfoteilant  Reviewer,  ye  will  diligently  pernie  Mr.  Filling's 
Caveat.  If  Mr.  Wharton*s  infinuating  Letter  hath  contributed 
aoy  thing  toward  bringing  you  nearer  to  Proteftanifm,  the  bi- 
gotry, violence,  and  narrow  excluiive  fpirit  of  the  Caveat, 
ivill,  we  thinit,  go  far  toward  completing  the  work.  All  that 
may  fiill  remain  to  do,  will  hardly  fail  of  its  accomp]i(hmeiit« 
if  you  can  be  perfuaded  to  add  to  the  perufal  of  the  Caveat, 
that  of  the  Bible. 

MEDICAL. 

Ohfervations  on  the  Scurvy.    By  Thomas  Trotter^  a  Surgeon  ff  his 

Majejiys  Naijy^  isfc.     %nfo.     zs.    Robinfona. 

It  is  no  uncommon  remark  from  a  navy-furgeon,  that  a  prac* 

titioner  on  land  knows  nothing  of  the  fcurvy*   Oor  author  has 
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written  thefc  Obfcrvat;ions  to  prove  it,  and  particularly  to  con- 
lute  Dr.  Millman's  theory  of  debility.  We  reviewed  thia 
work  in  our  Fifty-fourth  Volume,  and  pointed  out  ibmeof  im 
fm perfections.  Mr.  Trotter  defcribes  the  fc4irvy,  as  it  occurred 
in  a  Guinea  {hip,  among  the  Negroes  ;  and  has  elucidated  his 
fubjeft  by  this  ne\v  appearance.  He  defends  Dr.  Cullen's  opi-r 
nion,  that  the  difeafe  arifes  from  a  faline  acrimony,  and  a  te« 
jiuity  of  the  fluids,  fometimes  from  falted  meats,  but  occa- 
fionally,  particularly  among  his  Negroes,  from  other  caufes. 
He  has* added  fome  arguments  for  this  opinion  to  the  flock, 
though  he  has  not  yet  eftablifhed  it ;  for  debility  is  a  very  con-* 
llant  attendant,  either  as  acaufe  or  effedl  of  the  other  changes^ 
At  the  fame  time,  as  we  formerly  alledged,  debility  will  noj, 
alone,  e;*plain  the  feveral  fymptoms. 

Our  author  adds  fome  remarks  on  the  treatment  of  fcUrvy, 
^e  thinks  the  malt  infufions,  and  even  the  foqr  kroqt,  o)^  little 
confequence;  and  recommends  unripe  bottled  goofc berries  as 
an  ufeful  addition  to  the  fea-(lock,  and  the  acetous  jelly  of 
oatmeal  (fowens)  as  a  p2Lri  of  a  fcaman's  diet.  We  thitik  fomd 
of  our  more  acid  wines,  either  from  gopfeberries  or  currants, 
might  be  highly  fcrviceable,  and  would  recommend  a  trial  of 
them  diluted  with  water  inftead  of  grog.-— Mr.  Trotter  is  well 
^quainted  with  his,firbje6t,  and  fpeaks  from  experience;  but 
'  we  are  fprry  to  addi  that  his  language  is  very  exceptionable. 

POETRY. 

/t poetical  and  fOJigr^tulatory  l^piflU  to  James  S.^^fixalh  Ap!*  ^«  ^/^ 

Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides.  By  feter  Pindar^  Ej^.    s^to, 

2s.    Kearflcy, 

We  have  often  fuggefled,  that  this  ingenious  and  enter* 

taining  author  deviated  too  far  into  the   paths  of  illtbera« 

•  ]ity,  where  he  is  certain  of  finding  many  ec|ual]y  abuiive,  who 

,  could  ncv6r  foar  with  him  to  the  ^nie  height,  either  in  wit  or 

poetry.     It  is  the  fate  perhaps  of  thefe  genuine  d^fcendants  of 

Yorick,  rather  than  pf  Pindar,  to  defpife  the  counfels  of  the 

grave  apd  difcreet,  till  they  fall  into  the  pit  which  a)aliceand 

revenge  have  digged,  and  to  which  levity  and  high  fpirits  have 

impelled  them.     We  defpair  of  fuc^efs  while  we  repeat  our 

cautions,  and  i^renuoully  urge  our  friend  Peter,  to  whopi  we 

are  highly  indebted,  to.regard  them  with  more  attention.  The 

pleafant  vanity  of  the  journalift  was  a  proper  fubj^ft  of  his 

.  fatire :  the  (Iroke  would  have  tickled,  but  not  hav^  wounded^ 

When  he  advances  to  higher  ranks,  he'lofes  fight  npt  only  of 

judgment  bijt  of  decorum,  and  deferyes  fevere  repreheniion. 

We  ne^d  fcarccly  obfeVve,  that  our  author's  eye,  which  i$ 
always  open  to  perceive  the  folly  of  the  moment,  has  glanced 
at  fome  exceptionable  paiTages  in  Mr.  Bofwell's  Journal,  with 
its  ufual  acjitenefs.  and  penetration.  The  lalh  follows  wit]^ 
f ^uai  cpl^fity  ^4  %c€*    Y?^  we  <^9  jl^oi  think  oyr  author  fa 
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lijtppy  In  thefe  ftriduresi  as  in  hU  former  criticifms*    llic  beft 

parts  are  the  beginning  andthe  cooc]ttiioa»  which  we  iball  now 

ftled. 

*  O  Bofwell,  Bozzy,  Brace,  whate'er  thy  name* 
Thou  mighty  ihark  for  anecdote  and  fame; 
Thou  jackall,  leading  lyon  Johnfon  forth  ■* 

To  eat  M*Pherfon  'midll  his  native  North  i 
To  frighten/  grave  profeflbrs  with  his  roar, 
And  ihake  the  Hebrides  from  ftiore  to  fliore.'— 
The  conciudiDg  lines  are  alfq  excellent:  the  parody  will  bd 

fufficiendy  obvious*  • 

*  Bleft  be  thy  labours,  moft  adventurous  Bozzy, 
Bold  rival  of  fir  John,  and  dame  Piozzi  *«; 
Heav*ns !  with  what  laurels  iball  thy  head  be  crpwn'd! 
A  grove,  a  foreft,  (hall  thy  ears  furround  ! 

Yes!  whilft  the  Rambler  iball  a  comet  blaze, 
/    And  gild  ^  world  of  darknefs  with  his  rays. 

Thee  too,  that  world,  with  wonflcrment  fliall  hail, 
A  liyely,  bouncing  crapkcr  at  li'S  tail !'   * 

^pcraigs.and  Xantifpti  a  Bttrkfqut  Tak.     -$y  WiQiam  IValbech 
T  4/a.     2Sf    Bew, 

The  old  tale  of  Socrates  and  Xantippe,  the  Jiprmy  f ale  ter-' 
ininated  by  the  Jbovier^  is  humoroufly  veriified  in  the  llttl* 
pampHet  now  before  us.  We  ileed  not  enlarge  on  the  fubjed^, 
but  mud  exprefs  our  approbation  of  the  author's  talents  in  the 
borlefquc  ftyle/  Mr,  Wallbeck  might  have  obtained  more  of 
our  praife,  if  his  humorous  levity,  in  one  or  two  paffages,  had 
been  better  reftrained  ;  tjiough  we  fhould  add,  that  we  have  met 
with  nothing  very  exceptionable.  The  following  advice,  how- 
ever, makes  ample  amends  for  any  tranfitory  error, 

*  *TwiIl  fweli  my  proem  to  a  traft^ 

I  fear  ;  .but,  if  you  will,  the  Muf^ 
Shall  teach  you  maidens  how  to  a6t  j  * 

yoo  bachelors  to  chpfe. 
'  Firit,  as  ye  hope  to  married  be, 

Girls,  never  front. decorum  fwerv^  x 
O'er-ftep  not  that  fafe  boundary 

Of  female  h'appinefs-^referve,* 
Again, 

*  Of  conquefts  vain,  the  girl  wlio  wants 
To  captivate  a  many  men. 

From  time  to  time  may  get  gallants. 
But  a  true  lover  ne'er  will  gain^ 

*  Self*love,  or  pride,^-»-'tis  much  the  famei-** 
In  every  breaft  is  rooted  deep. 

When  for  new  fuitors  women  afm. 
The  old,  of  courfe,  aloof  will  keep: 


9|r  Joh|l  liawkins,  sn4  ^  lut^  ^i\^  Thwdf. 
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*  Did  ye  but  know  your  interjcft,         -  »  • 

Not /ev^A  infancy  womU  ye  rove  : 

'Tis  fentiment  that  gives  the  zcStf 
Jind  makes  a  luxury  of  love*' 
The  notes  are  fometimes  humorotRy  but  oftener  of  c6« 
trifling  kind ;  for  burlefqoe  of  ancient  manners  is  now  fo  trite, 
that  it  fcarcely  raifes  a  fmile.  The  conckfion  of  the  following 
paflage  is  iinely  pointed*  Perhaps  the  author's  opinion  is  well-  - 
^nded ;  but  on  this  we  would  not  decide ;  for  to  lay  on  • 
Hallowed  hands  on  the  humour  of  Sterne  is,  we  think,  a  fer^ 
vice  of  equal  ganger  with  difplacing  the  armour  of  Orlando*  ^ 
*  Having  mentioned  "  Tri dram  Shandy,"  I  muft  trefpafs 
another  moment  on  your  patience,  to  comment  on  that  motley 
work;  a  work  whofe  wit  has  juftly  raifed  the  author  to  very 
liigh  iank,-rbut, — with  as  many  foul  blots  in  his  efcutcheon,, 
fts  there  are  ftars  and  dafhes  in  his  book*  Pity  I  that  no  one 
Bas  fet  fet  about  refining  itj  feparating  as  much  as  may  be  of 
the  pure  ore  from  its  drofs  and  recrement.  Nor  need  a  man  of 
talents  (for  no  qther  can  do  it)  think  it  derogatory  to  under- 
take it:  he  would  deferve  fo  well  of  community,  as  to  ftani 
Bext  in  rank  to  Sterne  upon  earth,  and  before  him  in  heaven.' 

Dttnfian  Park\  or  an  Evening  Walk*  A  Poem.  By  T.  Rhodes^ 
m  J^rneyman  Rik^n-'weaver.  Svo*  6d,  Newbury,  printed 
for  the  Author.  '^ 

*  This  honeft  weaver  Teems  totally  unacquainted  with  that  airy 
lluff  which^  according  to  Mr,  Maipn, 

<»-'—^*  weav'd  in  Fancy's  loom,       . 
Floats  in  light  vifion  round  the  poet's  head.' 
He  appears  to  be  a  good  fort  of  man,  not  deftitute  of  common 
fenfe,  but  he  is  no- poet. 

NOV      E      L     5. 

Tbi  Errors  «f  Innoeence,     A  Novel*     In  Five  Folumes*    Atmo^ 
1 5  J.    Robiofons. 

The  different  parts  of  this  novel  are  of  very  unequal  merit. 
An  obfcurity  in  the  conduft  of  the  ftory,  at  firft  perplexes  the 
teader,  and  the  connedlion  of  the  feveral  events  is  at  1  aft  traced 
v/ith  di^culty.  On  the  other  hand,  good  fenfe,  ilri^t  morality^ 
lutid  the  moft  guarde4  propriety  of  coadopt,  in  mahy  of  the 
charaders,  render  it  a  falutary  leffon  to  l^ofe  who  eagerly  pur- 
foe  fimilar  produdtiens.  Vice  and  foUyare  alfo  expofod  to  cen- 
fure  and  ridicule^  1  he  author  feems  capable  of  commanding 
the  heart^.and  fiU  its  finer  fenfations  $  of  harrowing  up  the 
fofel  with  diilrefs,  of  .foftening  it  with  pity,  or  expanding  it 
with  joy.  We  can  only  attribute  her  failur^;  in  fome  parts,  to 
hade,  perhaps  to  inexperience.  In  the  beginning  flie  feen^  to 
Jiaye.hAd  j^o  regular  plan^-^aadconfequently  could.xiojt ^iroiiide 
for  the  fucceediogeveats.^  \ 
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FoMBy*    A  NoveL    Written  ly  a  Lady.    In: a  Seria  tf^LuiiPs^ 
3  Voh^     1 2M0»    7J.  td%  ftwtdm    Richardfon* 

This  is  an  bterefting  little  fiory,  I'elated  in  a  pleafing  flma# 
tier,  without  the  <iegree  of  perfb^on  which  will  enable  it  ta 
bear  the  approach  of  the  torch  of  cricicifm,  without  revealing^ 
il^me  confiderahle  ioiperfedkions.  Let  it  then  be  extingaiflieil  % 
for  the  aim  of  fuch  little  artlefs  produdions  x%  to  footh^  the 
wrinkled  brow^  inftead  of  adding  to  its  fnrrows :  to  amufe  the 
mind,  arid  mend  the  heart.  Hi  thefe  refpe^s^  bur  fair  author 
deieryes  our'praife.    ' 

Mdivifi  and  Anna^  a  Vorthumhian  Tale^  founded  on  FaBSf  ^ufitten 
ly  Edwin  hinffelf*  3  fah.  izmom  js.  6d*  Scatcherd  tfW 
Whitaker. 

This  is  a  confuied  medley  of  modern  and  ancient  anecdotetf 
for  the  author,  who  was  employed  by  fir  Geo^ee  Lyttelton^ 
though  he  knows  not  how  to  fpell  his  name,  fpeaks  with  equal 
freedom  of  feme  of  the  prefint  very  reJ^eSahk  inhabitants  ol 
•Patcrnoiler'^row.  We  fulped  the  Tale  to  be  a  new  edition^ 
with  additions^  of  an  older  ftory. 

The  author  is  frequently  in  a  humoroas  vein,  but  his  9X* 
temf)ts  are  unfuccefsful ;  and  he  \s  fomctimes  pathetic,  without 
the  power  of  drawing  a  tear.  He  is  not  anacqoaiated  with 
the  northern  parts  of  England,  or  the  manners  and  langnage 
of  the  feceders,  a  fe6:  of  diiTeniters  from  the  kirk  of  Scotland  ; 
but  this  heterogeneous  mixture  of  poetry  and  profe,  of  religtoft 
^d  humour,  is  neither  intercfting  or  entertaining* 

Mitwyu  Dakf    A  Novel.    Jn  a  Series  ^of  Letters.    By  aleu^» 
2  ^eis^,    izmo.    5i.    Lane. 

The  nfual  charai^ers,  trite  fentiments,  and  an  expeded  ca;- 
tailrophe,  will  chara6terife  this  novel.  Is  it  new  ?  or  is  it  old  f 
We  confefs  we  know  not.  We  fufpeA  it  to  be  a  literary 
patch > work,  and  confign  it  to  the  oblivion  which  it  d^« 
lerves;, 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

^tfry'<  ABual  Survey  cfMiddlefex^  en  a  Scale  of  an  Inch  tp  a  idllri 
voherein  the  Roads^  Rivers^  Weodsy  and  Cemmmts ;  ett  vstB  as 
evtry  Market  Town ^  Vtllage^  ^c*  ai^  dtfiin^uifiedf  andevety 
Seat  Jhewn^  voith  the  Naene  of  the^  f^ffor.  i* receded  ky  a  Ce^ 
neral  Map  of  the  County ^  divided  into  its  Hetndred^  To  vMeb 
is  addeds  4sn  Inde^  of  ail  the  Names  confined  in  thePkstes^ 
^vo»  By  Jf  Carey p  Engraver^  Map  msd  Print  ftUer.  j^u 
feixjed.  ,  I      . 

This  heantiful  delineation  c^  Middiefex.  is  contained  ii^ 
twenty-'eight  o^vo  maps,  in  which  all  the  high  roads  are  di* 
llin^ly  traced  iijva  lirown  colpur,  and  cvprjr  country  feat  of 

*  »ote, 
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note,  with  thfir  parks,  terraces,  ponds,  Sec.  difplayed^in  grcen^ 
Mr.  Cary  mull  have  bcftowed  great  cxpence  and  labour  in  ac-; 
compliihihg  this  Survey;  and  when  t If e  public  becomes  ac- 
qaaiated  with  its  meiit,  we 'hope  that  fack  induilry,  fo  happily 
adapted  both  to  u(^  and  gratification,  will  not  be  unrcrwarded.  ' 
Mr.  Gary  has  entitled  this  prodii^ion  the  Survey  of  Middle* 
fex;.  but  it  contains,  likewife,  the  extent  of  feveral  miles  of 
the  neighboaring  counties. 

^  he  Tour  of  Falenttnc*     izmo,     3J.  6</.     John  foil. 

The  dcrign  of  this  work  is  to  mix  inilruftion  with  entertain* 
inent;  bjjt  the  chief  objcdl  is  .to  inftruA  ^he  ignorant  both 
in  their  religious  and  moral  duties.  On  thefe  Tubjeds,  the  let- 
fonsare  often  falutar'y.  Though*' the  religious  tenets  fe§m  to 
breathe  fomewhat  too  much  of  the  enthufisLfm  of  a  fe£t,  and 
perhaps  may  fail  from  their  ftridinefs,  yet  we  perceive  nothing 
oiFeniive  in  thofe  branches  which  can  influence  the  condu6^« 
Some  jodjcidus  and  fenfible  remarks,  on  diiFerent  fubjcfts,  are 
occafionally  'interfperfed ;  and  the  following  deferves  to  be 
quoted*   • 

*  -r^  remarked,  that  Valentine  might  very  properly  fpend 
fotnc  moments  of  regret  over. the  ruined  remains  of  that  noble 
rdifice^  dnd  that  he  might  well  bcilow  fome  praifes  and  admi* 
fation  on  thofe  ancient  manners.  You  may  indulge,  faid  he, 
in  the  thpught,  that  the  lord  of  this  manfion  and  domain  was 
once  ^5  a  good  prince  and  father  to  the  d^iftrid  around  ;  that 
he  attended  to  the  wants  of  his  dependants,  relieved  their  dif; 
treffes  and  their  age,  and  uCng  rightly  the  power  he  held  over 
thw»:^^4c  At  .prcdudHv6  of  the  bleffings  of  order,  and  of  a 
juil  obedience  ;  isgid,  added,  he,  it  i«  no  light  commendation  to 
hy^  that  this  was  not  improbable*  .  Do  not  think,  continued 
^e,  ad4i"cfllng  himfelf  to  Edward,  that  I  mean  to  difparage 
the  privileges  you  are  fo  pleafed  with;  but  you  may  probably 
jind,  that  the  vices  of  mankind  obilrud  veryrriuch  the  ad  van- 
'tages  that  might  aiife  frcm  them.  Opportunities  of  wealth 
and  confequence  are  now  indeed  laid  open  to  the  lower  orders 
of  men,  but  a  larger 'in  let  is  alfo  nwde  to*  the  pernicious  thJrft 
of  gain,  with  all  the  fraudulent  and  envious  methods  employed 
:to  acquire  and  increafe  it ;  nor,  in  the  ufual  ftate  of  their 
niindsv  are  fuch  perfons  likely  to  be  very  ikilful  in  the  difpo« 
;fttioii  and  management  of  independence,  and  in, the  uncon- 
trouled  condoA  of  theinielvrs,  in  forming  their  m^nnc'rs,  or 
'cxerci&ng  their  opinions.  Many  amiable  and  honeft  qualities 
.hold  .an  allianxe  iK^ith  poverty  and  fubje^ion.  You  will  d]fo 
.find,,  added  hs^  that  there  is  ilill  a  poorer  fort,  and  that  their 
fubjkdion  may  be  more  miferable  than  it  was  before.  The 
(po^ttage^,,  thje  families^  thedomedic  education,  apd  comfort^, 
of  fuch  who  live  now  under  men  of  upflart  fubilance,  and  or 
.  ihe  loweft  order,  ^re  not  likely  to  b^cpm^  objects  of  tl^ir  msifr 
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ter*8  attention,  fincc  they  fire  ifot  the  objeds  of  their  interet, 
If»  added  he,  the  lord  of  this  place  had  a  liberal  pride  ia  fee- 
ing the  little  baildings  on  his  domain  neat  and  commodioos ; 
if  he  had,  from  the  .more  improved  bias  of  a  cultivated  mifid* 
a  zeal  in  eftabliihiog  feme  fmall  feminartes  for  the  children  of  • 
bis  dependants ;  if  he  took  their  ftqrdy  boys  into  his  fervice^ 
and  fettled  others  in  trade,  or  in  wedlock ;  if  the  reprobate 
and  aodacious  in  fociety  were  fare  of  puniiHment  from  the  im- 
mediate  power  they  were  under ;  and  if  they  are  now  fet  at 
large  from  every  reltraint  but  where  the  law,  which  is  exercifed 
about  crimes  more  open,  and  detrimental  oaly  to  the  property 
of  others,  faftens  it  upon  them ;  the  prefent  race  will  have 
ibmetlung  to  cavy  in  thofe  aacieot  times  and  manners/ 

The  author  has  made  fome  apology  for  cloathing  his  precepts 
in  the  drefs  of  fancy  ;'  but  we  think  it  was  uhnecenkrv.  The 
little  narrative  interfperfed  (hews  no  inconfiderable  acquaint* 
ance  with  the  heart ;  and,  if  the  author  had  followed  it  liill 
farther,  and  evinced  the  force  of  his  precepts  by  other  .errors 
of  condu£i,  his  work  might  have  been  more  ufefuL 

A  Defence  of  Mr.  BppvuelPs  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Helrides^ 
8v<?,  \u  Swift. 
When  we  reviewed  the  Remarks,  their  number,  and  the 
imbecility  of  the  attack-,  induced  us  to  fufped  that.it  was  one 
of  thofe  friendly  efforts,  defigned  ^o  keep  the  ihuttlecock  from 
falling :  our  author  thinks  otherwife,  and  eagerly  oppofes  the 
criticifms  of  the  remarker.  As  we  examined  the  Journal  with 
freedom,  at  fome  length,  we  need  not  refume  the  iubjeft ;  and 
it  will  be  lefs  necenary,  as  the  feelings  of  the  readefr  will  dil^ 
cover  faults  which  realbn  cannot  excufe,  or  eloquence  enforce  : 
we  may  alfo  add,  that  Mr.  Bofwell's  work  has  already  obtained 
its  proper  rank  in  the  fcale  of  public  eftimation.  That  gentleman 
is  indeed  fortunate  in  his  champion  :  the  defender  enforces  his 
arguments  with  fpirit,  energy,  and  good  fenfe.  We  are  much 
pleafed  with  his  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  truth,  and  the  manly  ra« 
tional  piety  which  he  occafionally  difcovers.  But  the  fubjeil 
has  been  fp  long  the  common  themes,  chat  no  ingenuity  can 
render  it  pleafing  ;  and  we  iincerely  hope  that  the  -contending 
pens  may  now  rell  from  their  labours. 

DeUSlus  Sententiarum  ts^  Hijiorlarum^  in  Ufum  Tironum  acQommo* 
^  datus*    \imo*     xi.    Bathurih 

<  Tn  ravelling  the  road  to  Latin  literature,  the  maturer 
^ader  will  often  be  pleafed  in  recognizing  the  companions  of 
his  youth.'  We  can  fully  afient  to  the  trath  pf  this  propofition, 
fbr  we  have  read  this  collediion  with  much  pleafare,  and  can 
chearfully  join  with  the  author  in. thinking  it  generally  ufefut. 
It  19  feledled  with  moch  care  ;  the  minutell  examples  are  ftrid:ly 
flaffical;  and  the  learner,  is  Jed  to  the  more  intricate  n>]es  oi 
a  fyntaxj, 
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fyntw,  hy  ibps  fo  flight  as  to  be  almoft  imperceptible*  It  mxf 
appear  an  Qncommon  remark,  that  the  union  of  twb  words  only 
will  betray  an  ignorance  in  dafltcal  knowledge  ;  for,  though. 
they  may  be  allowed  in  fome  cafes  to  be  uled  together,  Sie 
compofer*s  defign  will  fhow  that  he  has  unlkilfully  feledted 
them.  Pope  objeded  to  •  amor  publicus ;'  and  with  reafon ; 
tiiOttgh  his  ^nfwer,  on  the  authority  of  Airtfworth,  being  pro- 
cIlKed,  was  rather  a  witty  evafion  than  a  folid  obfervation. 

For  the  rcaforis  which  the  compiler  has  produced,  we  think 

tfais  Deledtus  was  greatly  wanted,  and  we  need  not  repeat,  that 

it  is  well  executed.    The  advertifement  is  (hort,  but  fo  clear 

Mod  txtL^if  that  it  gives  a  very  favourable  fpecimen  of  the  au* 

.  tbor's  talents  as  a  teacher. 

TAe  VTtU  which  the  Lsw  malts  :  or^  hew  it  tUJ^pfes  of  a  Perfm*s 
Efiake^  in  Cqfe  be  dies  without  fFiU  or  Tejiahtent.  By  Peter 
LavHafs^Gent*     %vo*    2s.  tJ.  JhveJm    Backland. 

.  This  .compilation  is  executed  with  confideral^Ie  accuracy  i 
but  it  is  not  enough  to  have  the  fubftance  of  the  vB%  beft)re 
our  tye%f  unlefs  there  is  fagecity  aad  experience  to  comprehend 
their  lataguage  with  exa&nefs,  and  their  tenor  with  preci£on. 
While  we  commend*  therefore,  the  execution,  we  would  not 
4dvife  our  readers  to  employ  the  work  without  profeiHonal  af« 
fiftance*  We  would  follow  the  example  of  the  king  of  Proflia, 
wl}o,  when  he  conferred  on  the  chevalier  Taylor  the  honour  of 
^ng  his  oculift,  flri&ly  forbad  him  to  touch  the  eyes  of  any 
<lf  h&  fubjeas. 

^n  Addrejs  to  the  Li*very  and  Citizens  of  London^  on  the  Pfocerd- 
mgs  of  the  Court  of  Common  Council^  on  Friday  the  z^th  of  Fe- 
hruary^  1786,  refpeBing  Mr ^  Alderman  Clarke  and  Mr*  D6m» 
ford.    JSy  Jofab  Dornford^  Efq.     8w.     6d.     Bew. 

l^r;  loiiah  Dornford  has  fome  time  iince  darted  in  the  race 
of  patnotifm ;  but  we  much  queftion  whether,  among  all  the 
Under-wricers  in  the  city,  he  can  £nd  one  man  ytho  will  infare 
to  him  the  attainment  of  the  civic  reward,  which  perhap  he 
kasinview. 

Confiderations  on  the  NeceJIity  of  lowering  the  exorbitant  Freight  of 
Ships  employed  in  the  Service  of  the  £qfi'jHdiii:Comjaf^,    JBy 
.    Anthony  irough.     Zvo,     is*    Robinfopis* 

The  lemiprie*  of  the  Eaft-Iiidia  company  being  fo  cxteiifive, 
;^nd  fogreat  the  number  of  jperfons  employed  ia  their  civil  and 
commercial  departmenu^  it  is  not  furpriiing  that  many  charged 
^f  delinquepcy  ihould  be  exhibited  againft  their  fervants  in 
that  quarter :  but  oar  aftonlihment  cannot  £ail  of  being  esrcited, 
4UI  finding  any  unfavourable  imputation  affixed  to  the  condu^l 
«f  the  directors,  ,wJiofc  diity  h  is,  not  only  to  adminifier  the 
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Hffdin  of  the  company  with  wi0om  and  prudence,  bat  to  fet  a« 
exampYe  of  Idelity  and  nprightsefs  to  all  who  afe  under  their  . 
iuthority* 

According  to  the  fads  ftated  in  the  pamphlet  iiow  before  ns^^  . 
it  appearfify  that  in  the  importation  of  thirty  thoufand  tond» 
whicb  is  faid  to  be  the  whole  annual  tonnage  of  the  EaH:  India 
company,  a  very  large  fam  is  fquandered  away  every  year.  £aor* 
moas  as.  this  Embezzlement  is,  we  are  informed,  that  inilead  of 
preventing  its  increafe,  the  perfons  by  whom  it  has  been  ei!a« 
bliflied  have  lately  deliberated,  whether  they  fhould  not  aug- 
ment it  With  the  annoal  fnm  of  fixty  thoufand  poundsj.  by  iia* 
pofing  an  additional  freight  of  two  pounds  per  too  on  €Vctj 
veficl. 

Mr.  Brongh  obferves,  that  in  the  Report  of  the  Committees 
of  Secrecy  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  1772,  it  appeared^ 
upon  the  evidence  of  a  very  able  profeflional  gentleman^  wha'  , 
is  ftill  in  the  company^s  fervice,  that  one-third  of  the  fum  then 
paid  for  freight  and  demurrage- might  be  faved  1  that  the  China 
goods  might  be  brought  home  for  twenty  pounds  per  ton,  and 
the  Coaft  and  Bay  goods  at  twenty-two  pounds  per  ton  i  and. 
that  by  a  new  fyflem  of  ihips,  a  farther  coniiderable  faving  in 
the  freight  might  ilill  be  made.  Mr.  Brough,  convinced  of 
the  prodigious  «mbez9Elen>ent  in  this  article  of  the  company'! 
expenditure^  has  offered  to  the  court  of  diredors  to  diminifh 
about  one-fifth  of  the  prefent  freight ;  to  build  eighty  fhips^ 
•n  aiefs  fyftem,  at  his  own  expence;  to  import  the  whole  ton- 
fiage,  in  cafe  the  prefent  ihip*owners  Ihouid  obftinately  refufe 
to  lower  their  prefent  xates  ^  and  to  produce  good  fecurity  for 
the  performance  of  theie  enlargements*  He  has,  it  feems^  ia-> 
timat^  to  them  that,  by  accepting  his  offer,  ckey  will  fave  a 
hundred  and  fifty  thoofand  pounds  per  annum ;  and  .demon- 
firated  that  the  favings  may  (hortly  amount  to  two  hundred  and 
fixty  thoufand  pounds,  in  confequence  of  a  plan  which  lie  liaa 
lately  delivered  to  the  board. 

Two  obje^iions,  we  find,  have  been  alledged  agatnft  the 
plan  prppofed  by  Mr.  Brough.  One  relates  to  the  (hip-owners, 
who  have  hitherto  been  ferviceable  to  the  company  ;  the  other 
is  concerning  the  meafurement  of  the  fhips  to  be  employed  in 
iu  fervice.  But  both  thefe  obje^lions  are  anfwered  by  Mr. 
Blrough  in  fo  clear  and  fadsfadtory  a  manner,  that  we  ihonld 
tmagine  the  direflors  cannot  long  hefitate  about  adopting  ii 
plan,  fo  ffrqngly  recommended  by  every  oeconomical  confider^ 
ation,  and  fo  higliiy  advantageous  to  the  company.    * 

Tie  late  Meafurei  of  the  Ship-owmrs  in  the  Coal-l'raJe  fully  ex» 
amined^  in  a  Letter  to  the  Right  Honourable  fTilliam  Fitt.  %no* 
\u  6d»     Robinfons. 

The  avowed  purpofe  of  this  writer  is  to  vindicate  the  mea- 
fores  of  the  people  employed  in  the  coal-trade,  the  motives  of 
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whofe  cOfldtfifl  lad  year,  bethinks,  have  never  been  firfBcteiitl/ 
ttnderftood*-    In  proTdCtttiagtb^  fabjed^,  he  traces  thofe  roca- 
fiitts  from  their  origin ;  and  affirms  thac  they  arofe  from  no 
unfair  motives  in  the  ibip-owncrs*  but,  from  the  neceffity  alone 
of  their  circamftances*     He  next  examinea  the  meafures  them^^ 
felifcs,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  propriety  and  eqaity  of 
their  application  ;  contending  that  they  were  not  only  juft  in 
their  nature,  but  that  no  other  could  have  been  fubftituted 
whi^h  were  (o  fair  and  moderate.     On  a  fubjeS  of  this  kind, 
it  is  impoffible  to  form  any  decided  opinion,  without  a  perfe<^ 
knowledge  of  the  fa^s  and  arguments  advanced  on  both  iides^ 
of  the  difpute.     We  can,  therefore,  only  fay  that  this  author 
writes  with  plaufibility,  and  is  a  zealous  advocate  for  the  party 
whofe  caufe  be  efpoufes« 

Apology  for' INegro  Slavery  j  cr^  the  Wrjl' India  Planters  mifidlcatut 
from  the  Qh<trgc  of  Inhumanity^  By  the  Author  of  Letters  to  a 
7oung  Planter •     Svo,     u,  6e/*     Strachan.    . 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Ramfay's  Effay  on  this  fubje<a  has  given  rife 
to  fttveral  opponents,  fome  of  whom  have  treated  him  with  ait  ' 
il liberality  extremely  inconfrftent  with  the  chara£ler  of  difin* 
tercfted  writers ;  and  none  of  them  has  produced  any  well  at- 
tefted  fa£ts  to  invalidate  the  reprcfcntation  laid  before  the  pub- 
lic by  thut  gentleman.  The  author  of  the  prefent  pamphlet 
has  avoided  the  fcurrility  of  fome  of  the  former  produdUonsoa  • 
this  fubjedl ;  but  he  advances  few  additional  arguments  orob^ 
fcrvations  which  may  npt  be  eafily  rcpelled^^ 

Grammdt/e^  ^ejiiones;  or  a  Grammatical  Examination,  hy  ^ueff 
tion  only  :  for  the  Ufe  of  Schools,  ^.  By  the  Rev.  N*  Morgan* 
jzmo*     Second  Edit*     u.  2d.     Fote.  - 

TJie  common  method  of  teaching  the  Latin  Grammar  by 
quefiion  and  anfwcr,  is  generan}^  admitted  to  be  the  rnoft  fuit-* 
jable  to  boys  at  an  early  age,  and  in  the  firft  ftage  of  in(lru<^on« 
kut  fo  far  are  we  from  approving  of  a  perfevcrancc  in  fuch  a 
mode,  '^hat  we  think  the  method;  by  queftidn  only,  is  infinitely 
better  calculated  for  conveying  a  thorough  acquaintance  wi^th 
the  language,  by  fubfiituting  rcfleftion  in  place  of  rote,  whichr 
is  only  a  mechanical  exercife,  and  an  extfemely  precarious  te- 
nure in  any  mental  acquirement,  whether  of  language  or  fci* 
ence.  We,  therefore,  are  of  opinion,  that  for  the  attempt  to- 
wards introducing  this  method  into  fchools^  Mr*  MiM'gan  is 
entitled  to  approbation.  •  - 
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Chemical  Efays.  By  R.  Waf/otf,  D.D.  F.R.S,  and  Regiui 
Profeffor  of  t)i*uinity  in  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge^  FoL  1F% 
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IN  our  Fifty- fifth  Volume,  p.  260,  we. reviewed,  with  great 
-*-  regret,  the  third  colle£lion  of  the  bifhop's  Chemical  EfTays, 
as  they  feemed  to  contain  the  lafl  words  of  an  inftruftive  and 
entertaining  author,  who  had  brought  an  abftrufe  fciencQ 
within  the  view  of  the  uninformed,  and  had  adorned  its  fa6is 
with  an  elegant  and  popular  language.  But  though  profeil^ 
ediy  the  laft  words,  the  favourite  fcience  pofTelTfid  too  great 
an  influence  in  his  bread  :  it  was  the  idol  of  his  heart,  which 
he  refigned  unwillingly,  not  without  *  a  longing  lingering 
look  :'  it  was  the  parting  of  two  fond  lovers,  who  refolve  only 
to  fee  each  other  once  more,  for  one  little  moment,  to  fpeak 

one  (hprt  word,  and  then -In  fad  thefe  little  fits  of  irre- 

fblution  feem  to  have  produced  the  volume  before  us,  and  thi« 
mu/}  be  the  lall ;  for  the  bilhop,  facrificing  to  *  epifcopal  de-< 
corum,'  has  burnt  his  manufcripts,  andrefigns  himfelf  wholly 
to  paftoral  cares.  Though  we  regret  the  public  lofs,  yet  wc 
approve  of  the  motive  :  like  the  friends  of  Virgil,  we  would^ 
however,  have  faved  the  iEneid  from  the  flames ;  but,  from 
the  fame  influence,  we  would  have  configned  it  to  other  hands* 
The  fubftance  of  this  account  is  taken  from  the  firft  part  of 
the  preface :  the  reft  of  it  contains  fome  obfervations  on  ^  the 
utility  of  an  academic  inftitution,  for  inftruding  young  men 
of  rank  and  fortune  in  the  elements  of  agriculture;  in  the 
principles  of  commerce  ;  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  manu- 
fadures.*  It  requires  no  great  eloquence  to  enforce  this  hint ; 
for  many  of  thefe  branches  have  extended  fo  far  as  to  become 
fciences  of  an  intricate  and  complex  kind ;  fciences,  whofc 
■  great  corner-ftone  is  chemiftry,  whofe  bafis  is  natural  hillory^ 
The  defeft  of  authors  and  praditioners  in  the  knowlege  of 
thefe  fundamental  branches  has  confufed  the  unconneded 
Voj-.  LXI.  J/fnl,  1786.  R  niaflcj^ 
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mafles  which  we  at  prefent  poflefs,  has  occafioned  fome  fadls 
to  be  obfcure,  and  others  to  be  mifreprefented. 

•  My  own  notion,  indeed,  fays  Dr.  Watfon,  of  national  im- 
provement, f«curity,  and  happinefs,  tends  not  fo  mnch  to  the 
extending  of  our  commerce,  or  the  increafmg  the  number  of 
our  manufacturers,  as  to  the  increating  of  an  hardy,  and,  com- 
paratively fpgaking,  innocent  race  of  peafants,  by  making 
corn  to  grow  on  millions  of  acres  of  land,  where  none  has  ever 
grown  before.  Let  us  but  once  have  as  many  Britons  in  the 
kingdom,  as  the  well  cultivated  lands  of  Great  Britain  are  able 
CO  fuflain,  and  we  (hall  have  little  to  regret  in  the  lofs  of  Ame- 
rica ;  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the  partitioning  policy  of  all 
the  continental  defpots  in  Europe.' 

If  we  examine  this  fubjedl  more  intimately,  the  increafing 
OUT  internal  flrength  by  a  numerous  and  hardy  population,  is 
not  inconfiftent  with  our  external  commerce.  If  the  artizan 
is  enervated,  he  muft  be  fed  by  the  robull  ploughman  ;  and 
the  increafe  of  our  foreign  concerns  is,  in  this  way,  the  mofi: 
certain  fecurity  for  that  more  general  cultivation,  which  ihall 
not  outflrip  itfelf,  and  by  feeding  us  more  plentifully  with 
corn,  deprive  us  of  animal  foof^^  In  fpite  of  fpeculation,  cul- 
tivation and  commerce  muft  find  their  proper  level,  and  no- 
thing can  difturb  it  but  the  rage  for  colonization,  which  has 
been  the  bane  of  Great  Britain,  whofe  eyes  are  yet  fcarcely 
opened  by  her  misfortunes.  The  plaufible  pretext  was,  that 
you  form  a  market  which  will  not  fail  ;  but  the  manufadlurer 
now  know?,  that  the  beauty  of  his  patterns,  the  perfedVion  of 
his  manufadlure,  and  the  durability  of  its  texture,  v;ith  a 
comparative  cheapnefs,  will  open  a  market  every  where,  among 
contending,  or  even  favoured  rivals ;  that  without  thefe  per- 
fe'dlions,  without  the  credit -which  a  rich  and  refpedable  com- 
merce can  allow,  gratitude  or  treaties  are  a  very  infufficient 
fecurity.  Ccnnedled  with  this  fubjedl.  Dr.  Watfon  adds  fome 
obfervations  on  the  mode  of  education  in  the  univerfities.  Uc 
need  not  repeat  that  it  wants  reformation,  and  that  this  refor- 
mation mull  begin  by  makiifg  diligence  and  induftry  refpedl- 
able  in  the  eyes  even  of  the  moft  opulent,  and  of  the  higheft 
rank.  But  we  have  perhaps  dwelt  too  long  on  fubjeds  fo  dif- 
ferent from  the  contents  of  this  volume. 

The  firft  ElTay  contains  fome  mifcellaneous  obfervations  upon 
Lapis  Calaminaris,  Blende,  Zinc,  and  Brafs.  The  two  firft 
-  are  ores  of  zinc,  and  the  laft  is  well  known  to  be  compofed  of 
it  and  copper.  Our  author  defcribes  the  calamine,  difcrimi» 
nates  the  different  forts,  and  afcertains  the  caufe  of  the  lofs 
of  weight,  in  roafting,  to  be  the  efcape  of  fixed  air.  The 
following  remarks  on  analyiis  defervc  attention,  though  we 
Hill  think  the  inference  of  Bergman  to  be  juft, 
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•  Bergman  has  ufed  the  fame  method  of  analyzing  other 
fubftances,  containing  fixed  air,  particularly  calcareous  earthsA 
He  found  that  100  grains  of  tranfparent  calcareous  fpar  gave, 
by  folution  in  an  acid,  34  grains  of  fixed  air,  and  loft  by  cal- 
cination 45  grains;  the  difference,  11  grains,  he  fays  is  water^ 
which,  though  expelled  by  the  fire,  remains  mixed  with  the; 
acid,  and  hence  100  grains  of  fuch  fpar  contain  55  grains  of 
lime,  34  grains  of  fixed  air,  and   1  \  grains  of  water.     1  have 
a  little  difficulty  in  admitting  this  mode  of  inferring  the  quan- 
tity of  water  contained  in  thefe  bodies ;  I  do  not  abfolutely 
deny  the  jufUce  of  it,  but  I  heficate  concerning  it ;  becaufe^ 
from  experiments  which  I  made  with  all  the  care  I  could,  and, 
which  are  mentioned  in  the  £ffay  on  calcareous  earths,  I  found 
that  fine  tranfparent   fpar,  very   white    marble,  &c.   loft,  as 
nearly  as  could  be  eftimateJ,  the  fame  weight,  whether  they 
were  difTolved  in  an  acid,  or  calcined  in  a  itrong  fire.* 

Dr.  Watfon  then  proceeds  in  the  Hiftory  of  Blende,  which 
refembles  an  ore  of  lead  :  it  is  fo  called  from  its  blinding  the 
miners,  and  leading  them  into  error  ;  and  he  then  relates  th« 
hiftory  of  the  redudion  of  the  ore  into  zinc.  Part  of  this 
hiftory  is  detailed  in  Bergman;  but  the  following  is  an  im* 
portant  addition  to  it,  in  the  eye  of  an  Engliftiman. 

*  Bergman,  in  this  hiftory  of  the  difcovery  of  the  method  of 
extracting  zinc  from  calamine,  wholly  omits  the  mention  o^ 
Dr.  IfaacLawfon  ;  of  whom  Pott,  in  his  Eflay  on  Zinc,  fpeaks 
very  .refpedtf ully,  acquainting  us  that  he  really  obtained  fome 

f rains  of  that  femi-metal  from  calamine.  So  that  though 
[enckel  was  the  firft,  Lawfon  was,  probably,  the  fecond  per- 
fon  in  Europe  who  procured  zinc  from  calamine ;  whether  he 
was  the  Englllhman  who,  according  to  Bergman,  went  to 
China  to  difcover  the  method  of  doing  it,  is  what  I  have  noc 
been  able  to  learn  with  certainty.  Our  Engliih  writers,  who 
have  touched  on  this  fubjeft,  fpeak  in  high  terms  of  Lawfon, 
I  fuppofe  from  cheir  perfonal  knowledge  of  him,  for  they  do 
not  refer  to  any  written  account.  Thus  Dr.  Pryce  fays,  "  the 
late  Dr.  I.  Lawfon  obferving  that  the  flowers  of  lapis  calami- 
naris  were  the  fame  as  thofe  of  zinc,  and  that  its  effet^s  on 
copper  were  alfothe  fame  with  that  femi-metal,  never  remitted 
his  endeavours  till  he  found  the  method  of  feparating  pure  zinc 
from  that  ore."  And  Dr.  Campbell,  in  his  Survey  of  Britain^ 
is  ftill  more  particular  :  **  the  credit,  if  not  the  value  of  cala* 
mine  is  very  much  raifed,  fince  an  ingenious  countryman  of 
ours  difcovered  that  it  was  the  true  mine  of  zinc  ;  this  coun« 
tryman  was  Dr.  I.  Lawfon,  who  died  before  he  had  made  any 
advan^gc  of  his  difcovery."  The  authors  of  the  Supplement 
to  Chambers*  Diftionary,  publiftied  in  1753,  exprcfsly  alfirm, 
that  Dr.  Lawfon  was  the  firft  perfon  who  Ihewed  that  calamine 
contained  zinc ;  we  have  now  on  foot,  at  home,  a  work  eft  * 
blifhed  by  the  difcoverer  of  this  ore,  which  will  probably  make 
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it  very  unneceffary  to  bring  any  zinc  into  England."— To  all  this 
I  (hall  only  add  one  teftimbny  more,  from  which  it  may  appear 
that  the  Englifh  knew  how  to  extradt  zinc  from  calamine,  be- 
fore Mr.  Van  Swab  taught  the  Swedes  the  niethod  of  doing  it; 
though  this  gentleman,  unlefs  I  have  been  mifinforroed,  in- 
ftrufted  the  late  Mr.  Champion  of  Briftol,  either  in  the  ufe  of 
black  jack  for  the  fame  purpofe  as  calamine,  or  taught  him 
fome  improvements  in  the  method  of  obtaining  zinc  from  its 
cires.  The  teftimony  occurs  in  a  differcation  of  Henckel's  on 
zinc,  publifhed  in  1737,  he  is  there  fpeaking  of  the -great  hopes 
which  fome  perfons  had  entertained  of  the  pofiibility  of  obtain- 
ing zinc  from  calamine  ;  hopes,  he  fays,  which  had  been  real- 
ized in  England,  Ce  qu'un  Anglois  arrive  depuis  pea  de  Briftol, 
dit  avoir  vu  reuffir  dans  fon  pays.* 

The  ufe  of  zinc,  in  making  the  metals  called  pinchbeck 
and  brafs,  is  next  defcribed,  with  the  different  qualities  of 
thofe  metals,  either  from  different  proportions  of  the  ipgrc- 
dients,  or  different  countries :  an  ancient  celt  was.  Dr.  Watfon 
thinks,  compofed  of  copper,  calamine,  and  tin.  The  beft 
brafs  is  made  by  combining  zinc  in  vapour,  with  copper  in 
plates ;  by  this  means  it  is  {yqq  from  all  heterogeneous  mix- 
tures. Many  mifcellaneous  circumftances,  on  the  fubjeft,  are 
added,  particularly  relating  to  the  laws  refpedting  exportation, 
and  the  patents  granted  for  making  brafs ;  but  thefe  we  can 
neither  extradl  or  abridge. 

The  Orichalcum  of  the  ancients  is  the  next  fubjeft  of  en- 
qiniry.  It  is  conneded  with  the  firft  Effay,  becaufe  it  was 
probably,  for  the  moft  part,  a  compound  metal,  of  a  nature 
and  appearance  iimilar  to  brafs.  Dr.  Watfon  has  clearly  fhewn, 
that  it  was  generally  compofed  of  calamine  and  copper  ;  but 
is  not  equally  fuccefsful  in  proving  that  arfenic  and  other  fab- 
dances  were  not  fometimes  employed  inliead  of  the  ore  of 
zinc.  A  fihall  proportion  of  arfenic,  added  to  copper,  or 
even  a  larger  one,  if  the  mixture  be  kept  longer  in  fufion, 
produces  a  beautiful  yellow  metal,  which  admits  of  a  high 
poliih,  but  turns  black  by  ufe,  efpecially,  if  it  approaches  any 
phlogiflic  matter.  Dr.  Watfon  thinks,  with  juitice,  that  the 
lapis  a^rofus  of  Pliny  was  not  fo  called  from  its  corroding 
quality  :  it  was  moll  probably  an  ore  of  zinc,  which  acquired 
its  name  from  its  being  ufually  added  to  copper  (ses)  to  make 
the  orichalcum ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  we  know  that  the 
native  cadmia  is  often  contaminated  by  different  ingredients  ; 
and  frequently  contains  a  very  fmall  proportion  of  the  calx  of 
zinc,  in  fome  inftances  not  one  part  in  tweniy-five.  If  Dr. 
Watfon  examines  the  tenth  chapter  of  the  twenty-fourth  book 
of  Pliny's  Natural  Hiftory,  he  will  fee  much  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
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that  the  nature  of  the  ancient  cadmia  is  very  uncertain  and 
variable. 

It  was  certainly  a  prevailing  opinion  among  the  Romans » 
that  the  orichalcum  was  once  a  hatiye  metal^  though  the  fub- 
fequent  imitations  of  it  were  chiefly^  perhaps  wholly,  arti- 
ficial. This  is  not  entirely  derived  from  Plato's  account  of 
the  Atalantica,  in  which,  however,  we  perceive  many  traces 
of  true  hiftory;  but  from  the  great  work  of  Pliny.  He  evi- 
dently alludes  to  the  original  fource  of  it/  when  he  fays  that 
the  earth  is  now  become  too  efFsete  and  fteril  to  produce  it.  As 
the  fource  was  foon  exhauded,  it  probably  was  an  accidental 
production,  from  fome  internal  fires;  and,  as  it  was  acci- 
dental, (b  its  appearance  was  various.  The  different  quota- 
tions in  the  EfTay  before  us,  evidently  prove  the  variety,  which 
our  author's  great  addrefs  has  not  yet  been  able  fuccefsfully  to 
elude*  Virgil  calls  it  white,  •  albo  orichalcho  ;'  Strabo  fpeaks 
of  its  being  made  with  a  filver-looking  metal  and  copper : 
Arifiotle,  if  he  really  fpeaks  of  orichalcum,  mentions  alfo  its 
whitenefs. ,  Perhaps  all  thefe  varieties  may  arife  from  different 
proportions  of  the  ingredients,  or  the  different  quality  of  the 
cadmia  :  they  may,  however,  more  probably  be  owing  to  the 
attempt  to  imitate  the  original  orichalcum  in  its  various  dates. 

On  the  whole,  its  general  appearance  was  probably  that  of 
brafs,  and,  like  this  compound,  it  was  alfo  fonorous* 
*  Tibia  non  ut  nunc  orichalco  vindla  tubxque 
Emula.' 

This  paifage  has  been  varioufly  underflood,  as  either  de- 
fcribing  the  clamps  and  ornaments  to  be  of  brafs ;  or,  by 
fome  deeper  commentators,  as  a  brazen  pipe  added  to  the 
flute.  Each  interpretation  is  uncertain  ;  but  the  paffage  is 
chiefly  quoted  to  oppofe  the  Hybrid  etymology  ;  which  the 
bifhop  has  alfo,  for  different  reafons,  attempted  to  confute. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  both  Horace  and  Virgil  make  the  iix^ 
fyllable  fliort,  which  would  not  have  been  the  cafe,  if  it  had 
been  derived  from  the  Latin  awruni^  and  the  Greek  kuTjcov. 
Dr.  Watfon  fuggcfts  the  Hebtcw  word  or  or  aur,  as  the  ety*. 
mon  of  the  firft  part  of  the  word-;  but  Hybrid  derivations  arc 
very  uncommon,  and  frequently  fufpicious.  Perhaps  o^og, 
mons,  is  the  true  fource  ;  and,  though  all  copper  may  be  called 
mountain,  yet  this  may  have  emphatically  had  this  title,  if  it 
were  mixed  by  an  internal  fire,  fince  it  would  then  have  been 
exclufively  found  in  mountains.  While  we  differ  from  Dr. 
Watfon  in  fome  particulars,  we  wifh  to  bear  the  fulleft  tefti- 
mony  of  the  learning  and  ingenuity  difplayed  in  this  Eflay. 

The  next  Eflay  is  on  Gun-metal,  Statuary- metal*,  Bell- 
xnetal.  Pot  and  Speculum-metal.     What  we.  call  brafs  guns 
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arc  really  made  of  copper  and  tin  ;  ftatuary-metal  is  much  o?^ 
the  fame  kind  ;  and  bell-metal  differs  only  in  having  a  larger? 
proportion  of  tin,  or  fometimes  a  little  zinc.  The  tin  ia 
chiefly  added  to  make  the  copper  melt  more  ea^Iy  ;  but  it  has 
another  advantage  in  making  ordnance,  that  of  rendering  the 
piece  lighter,  l^rhaps  lead,  as  lefs  fonorous,  might  Icflen 
the  fharp  tone  of  the  explofion.  At  York  Town,  when  lor4 
Cornwallis's  arniy  furrendered,  the  French  cannon  were  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  acutenefs  of  their  found,  and  were  called  by 
our  men,  from  the  found,  and  the  impreflion  the  balls  made 
on  the  new  works,  fharp-fhakes.  We  have  been  informed 
that  the  French  add  zinc,  initead  of  tin,  in  making  their 
brafs  cannon.  The  continental  currency,  coined  by  congrefs 
in,  1776,  is  now  f;%id  to  have  become  fcarce :  the  bifhop  fuf- 
pects  that  it  confiUs  of  twelve  parts  of  tin,  and  one  of  lead. 
The  bell  fpeculum  metal  is  made  with  fourteen  ounces  and  a 
half  of  grain  tin,  and  two  pounds  of  copper.  The  excellence 
of  Mr.  Mudge's  method  of  re-melting  the  compofition,  to 
avoid  pores,  in  Dr.  Watfon's  opinion,'  arifes  from  the  metal 
being  in  thinner  fufion.  In  calling  (leel,  a  bar,  from  this 
caufe,  will  be  one  inch  in  thirty-fix  (horter  than  another,  caft 
when  the  metal  was  not  equally  fluid  ;  and  this  laft  will  be 
found  to  have  many  pores  or  blebs. 

*  It  may  dcferve  to  be  remarked,  and  I  (hall  have  no  other 
opportunity  of  doing  it,  that  the  melting  or  calling  of  fteel 
was  iptroduced  at  Sheffield,  about  forty  years  ago,  by  one 
Waller  from  London,  and  was  afterwards  much  praflifed  by  / 
one  Huntfman,  from  whom  fteel  fo  prepared,  acquired  thip 
Dame  of  Huntlman's  caft  ileel.  It  was  at  firft  fold  for  fourteen 
pence,  but  may  now  bd  had  for  ten  pence  a  pound  ;  it  coft? 
three  pence  a  pound  in  being  melted,  and  for  drawing  ingot? 
of  cafl  fteel  into  bars  of  the  iize  of  rafors,  they  pay  only  fix 
killings  for  a  hundred  weight,  and  ten  ftiillings  for  the  fame 
quantity  when  they  make  the  bars  into  a  fize  fit  for  fmall  files^ 
&c.  The  caft  fteel  will  not  bear  more  than  a  red  heat ;  in  a 
welding  heatit  runs  away  under  the  hammer  like  fand.  Before 
the  art  of  calling  fteel  was  introduced  at  Sheffield,  all  the  caft 
ileel  ufed  in  the  kingdom  was  brought  from  Germany;  the 
bufmefs  is  carried  on  at  Sheffield  with  greater  advantage  than 
at  moft  other  places,  for  their  manufadturcs  furnifti  them  with 
great  abundance  of  broken  tools,  and  thefe  bits  of  old  fteel 
they  purchafe  at  a  penny  a  pound  and  melt  them,  and  on  that  . 
account  they  can  afibrd  their  call  fteel  cheaper  than  where  it  is 
jnade  altogether  from  frefli  bars  of  fteel.' 

The  next  Eflay  is  on  Tinning  Copper,  on  Tin  and  Pewter. 
The  account  which  foreigners  have  given  of  our  tin  arifes,  in 
Pr^  Watfpn/s  opinion,  froni  their  having,  inftead  of  it,  ex- 
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amined  pewter,  which  has  fometimes  this  name.  Common 
block-tin  is  faid  to  contain  neither  lead,  antimony,  orxrop- 
per;  but,  when  pure,  its  fpcciiic  gravity  is  much  below  the. 
point  at  which  it  is  ufually  eftimated.  Dr.  Watfon  makes  it' 
only  7170,  To  that  other  authors  feem  to  have  employed  an 
adulterated  metal.  The  compofition  of  diiFerent  kinds  of 
pewter  is  next  defcribed  ;  but  this  fubjeft  is  commonly  under- 
ftood.  Tinning  copper  was,  in  our  author's  opinion,  an  an*: 
cient  pradlice.  In  France,  zinc  has  lately  been  ufed  for 
this  purpofe,  and  the  coat  is  put  on  iron  vefTels.  In  oup' 
way,  lefs  than  a  grain  of  tin  is  fpread  on  a  fquare  inch ;  but, 
by  a  difcovery  lately  made  at  Paris,  twenty  times  as  much 
readily  adheres  to  the  fame  furface  of  copper.  This  fubjeA 
will  (till  admit  of  improvement :  we  remember  once  to  have 
feen  the  fpecification  of  a  patent  for  a  new  method  of  tinning, 
in  which  the  coat  was  faid  to  lail  as  long  as  the  veflel.  It 
confiiled  in  making  many  minute  holes  in  the  copper,  and 
melting  the  tin  on  it ;  but  the  inventor  ought  to  have  faid, 
that  the  veffel  would  laft  no  longer  than  the  coat.  In  a  very 
little  time  both  were  ufelefs. 

The  fifth  EiTay  is  on  Tinning  Iron. — Of  Plating  and  Gild- 
ing Copper.     The  author  gives  fome  curious  particulars  of 
the  hiflory  and  method  of  making  tinned  iron  plates,  and  the   , 
following  hint,  at  leaft,  deferves  notice, 

*  Tin  is  not',  but  iron  is  liable  to  contrail  ruft  by  cxpofure  to 
air  and  moifture,  and  hence  the  chief  ufe  of  tinning  iron  is  to 
binder  it  from  becoming  rufty ;  and  it  is  a  queflion  of  fome 
importance,  whether  iron  of  a  greater  thicknefs  than  the  plates 
wc;  have  been  {peaking  of,  might  not  be  advantageoufly  tinned. 
I  defircd  a-  workman  to  break  off  the  end  of  a  large  pair  of 
pincers,  which  had  been  long  ufed  in  taking  the  plates  out  of 
the  melted  tin  ;  the  iron  of  the  pincers  feemcd  to  have  been 
penetrated  through  its  whole  fubftance  by  the  tin  ;  it  was  of  a 
white  colour,  and  had  preferved  its  malleability.  It  is  ufual  to 
cover  iron  flirrups,  buckles,  and  bridle  bits,  with  a  cor;  of 
tin,  by  dipping  them,  after  they  are  made,  intp  mtiltpd  tin  ; 
and  pins,  which  are  jnade  of  copper  wij-e,  are  whitened,  by 
being  boiled  for  a  lopg  time  with  granulated  tin,  in  a  lie  made 
of  alum  and  tartar.  Would  the  iron  bolts,  ufed  in  fhip-buildr 
ing,  be  preferved  from  rufling,  by  being  long  boiled  in  melted 
tin?'  .       .  ' 

The  different  methods  of  plating  and  gilding  copper  ar^ 
then  fhortly,  and  we  believe  accurately  delineated. 

The  next  EfTay  is  on  Gildiij;  in  Or  Mpulu^  that  rs,  with 
gold  diflblved  by  quickiilver.  This  fubjeft  intrpdtice^  the  uf(f 
of  quickfilvcr  in  feparating  the  richer  metals,  viz.  gpjd  and 
filver  from  earths.  The  author,  in  this  part  of  his  EfTay, 
fnentions  the  very  numerous  dillillations  of  the  fame  quict- 
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filvcr  by  Bocrhaave ;  its  long  digcftion,  and  conftant  agitation 
in  a  falling-mill,  without  any  other  change  than  producing  a 
black  powder,  which,  by  trituration  in  a  mortar,  again  be- 
came running  mercury.  Dr.  Watfon  concludes,  by  defcribing 
thcL  combinations  of  tin  and  mercury,  and  their  application  in 
piaking  looking  glaffes.  A  curious  and  entertaining  hiftory 
of  this  invention  is  fubjoined,  in  which  many  new  fadts  are 
adduced,  and  its  antiquity  extended  beyond  our  expectations. 

The  tranfmutability  of  Water  into  Earth  is  then  examined* 
and  the  beft  arguments,  and  moil  decifive  experiments  of  the 
different  combatants  on  this  queflion,  are  accurately  adduced* 
Pr,  Watfon  feems  to  think  that  the  water  is  really  changed  ; 
but  we  are  now  arrived  much  nearer  to  a  concluiion  ;  and  we 
ihall  not  anticipate  what  we  may  have  foon  occafidn  to  en- 
large on. 

The  laft  Eflay  is  on  Weftmoreland  Slate,  and  various  Sorts' 
pf  Stone  :  in  it.  Dr.  Watfon  compares  the  advantages  of  all 
the  different  kinds  of  covering  on  houfes ;  but  this  fubjedt 
would  detain  us  too  long.  The  following  fadl  we  fhall  tran- 
fcribe,  fince  it  feems  ufeful,  and  may  be  very  important. 

*  We  have  a  Hone  which  is  of  a  calcareous  nature,  and  is 
called  cluBch,  in  this  neighbourhood;  it  is  foft  and  eafily 
wrought,  and  when  properly  placed  in  a  building  is  very  dur- 
able ;  but  if  the  pofuion  of  the  Hone  in  the  building  be  differ- 
ent from  what  it  was  in  the  quarry,  that  is,  if  the  fide  of  the 
ilone  which  in  the  quarry  was  parallel  to  the  horizon,  be  either 
perpendicular,  or  inclined  to  it,  in  the  building,  it  foon  cracks 
and  moulders  away  ;  and  I  am  not  certain  but  the  durability  of 
Portland  flone  itfejf,  may  have  fome  dependence  on  its  pofition 
in  a  building,  being  fimilar  to,  or  difTimilar  from  that,  which 
it  had  in  the  quarry  ;  and  this  may  be  one  reafon  why  we  fee 
in  Blackfriars  Bridge,  and  in  fome  houfes  and  other  edifices  in 
X^ondon,  which  are  made  of  Portland  flone,  a  few  flones  which 
^e  more,  decayed  than  the  refl.* 

Some  remarks  on  Foffil  Glafs  (Pliny's  lapis  obfidianus), 
which  Dr.  Watfon  thinks  may  have  been  found  in  old  volca- 
nos,  obfervations  on  different  kinds  of  flone,  with  their  feveral 
fpecific  gravities,  are  next  fubjoined.  The  Guernfey  granite  is 
exceedingly  heavy;  and,  as  it  contains  fo  much  matter  in  a 
fmall  bulk,  is  fuppofed  to  make  the  mofl  durable  pavement, 
fbe  fpeci>mens,  in  our  pofTeffion,  have  a  flill  greater  fpecific 
gravity,  though  the  excefs  is  fo  flight  as  not  to  deferve  notice. 
The  Hone  from  which  they  were  flruck,  refilled,  however,  the 
llrongeft  blow,  on  the  thinnefl  edges,  with  a  heavy  iron  inallet, 
^nd  repelled  it  with  a  very  acute  found. 

We  fhall  feleft  the  bifhop's  conclufion.  It  is  an  animated 
^ijd  iuft  toeroration,  perfeftly  cpnfiflent  with  *  epifcopal  de- 

cofum,* 
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^prirxn/  and  well  adapted  to  the  objed  and  deiign  of  thefe 
volumes. 

*  Th^  analyzing  the  various  Hones  which  arc  met  with,  ei- 
ther in  larg'e  beds  in  the  earth,  or  in  detached  pieces  at  the 
bottoms  of  the  rivers,  or  on  the  Tea  coafls  of  the  kingdom ;  and 
the  lodging  the  fpecimens  in  fome  public  receptacle,  where 
they  might  be  feen  by  the  fludents  in  natural  hiftory,  might 
occupy  very  ufefully  the  leifure  of  a  philofophical  chemift.  He 
would  find  a  far  greater  variety  of  jafpers,  porphyries,  granites, 
flints,  limeftoncs,  dates,  lavas,  &c.  than  at  the  firft  view  of 
the  fubjedi  he  would  probably  expeft.  Experimental  invefti- 
gations  of  this  fort,  made  with  ability  and  caution,  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  world,  are  the  only  fure  foundations  on  which 
we  can  ever  hope  to  build  any  probable  fyllem  concerning  the 
formation  of  mountains,  t.he  antiquity  of  the  prefent  form  of 
the  globe,  and  the  caufes  of  the  viciflitudes  which  it  has  under- 
gone. It  is  the  proper  province  of  natural  philofophy  to  ex- 
plore fecondary  caufes  ;  they  are  the  fleps  on  which  the  mind  of 
man  afcends  from  earth  to  heaven  :  for  the  more  diftinftly  we 
apprehend  the  number  and  connexion  of  the  fecondary  caufes 
operating  in  this  little  fyftem  which  is  fubmitted  to  our  view, 
the  more  certainly  fhall  we  perceive  the  neceflity  of  *their  ul- 
timately depending,  like  the  links  of  Homer's  chain,  on  a 
firft.' 

To  repeat  our  commendations  would  be  improper  ;  to  add 
to  them,  unneceflary :  our  regret  at  being  precluded  from  this 
kind  of  inftrudive  entertainment,  we  have  already  exprefled. 
We  mull  leave  our  author  then,  with  reludtance  leave  him, 
cxprcffing  our  wifhes  that  his  future  purfuits  may  be  as  fu'ccefs- 
ful  as  his  former  ones ;  they  need  not  be  more  fo  I 


jf  Bijfertation  on  the  Antiquity  of  the  Earth.  Read  at  the  Royal 
Society 9  1 2th  May,  1785.  By  the  Re*v.  James  Douglas, 
F.A'S.     ^to.     los,  6d,  in  Boards,     Nicol. 

A  DifTertation  on  the  Antiquity  of  the  Earth,  read  at  the 
-^^  Royal  Society,  printed  in  a  handfome  quarto,  adorned 
with  engravings  in  aqua  tinta,  promifed  great  information. 
We  read  the  preface  without  underftanding  it;  but  this  might 
have  been  written  in  hafle ;  it  might  have  been  the  work  of  a 
friend,  no  uncommon  device :  the  DifTertation  itfelf  would 
repay  us  for  the  lofl  time :  at  leaft  we  were  fure  of  the  plates. 
But  let  our  readers  learn  from  our  misfortunes  :  *  Blefled  are 
they  who  expeft  nothing,  for  they  fhall  not  be  difappointed.' 
Almofl  all  our  expectations  were  fruflrated.  The  work  itfelf 
we  can  give  \ery  little  account  of,  for  this  very  obvious  rea- 
foD,  that  we  undeiftand  very  little  of  it:  we  ihould  be  glad 

to 


Digitized  byCaOOQlC 


250       Douglases  Dtffertafion  on  the  Antiquity  of  the  Earth. 

to  know  2f  the  author  'himfelf  )^s  any  decided  opinion  on  the 
fobjefl.  The  plates  are  in  fome  initances  ufelefs,  and  in 
others  fo  little  like  the  appearances  of  which  they  are  faid  to 
be  copies,  that^  what  the  author  ftyles  the  head  of  a  pike^  we 
really  thought  was  intended  to  reprefent  a  ftieep's  heart.  Some 
of  the  antiquities,  and  fome  of  the  foffils,  are  very  accurately 
reprefented  in  this  way ;  and  the  engravings  of  medals  are 
fuch  faithful  copies,  as  to  fully  juftify  our  recommendation  of 
>this  method  of  imitating  them.  We  gave  this  opinion  in  re- 
viewing Mr.  Coombe's  'account  of  Dr.  Hunter's  medals ;  but 
it  has  not  been  publicly  praftifed,  except  in  the  work  before 
us  :  we  hope  it  will  now  become  more  common. 

It  may  be  neceflary  to  produce  fome  proofs  of  our  affer- 
tions.  We  ihall  feledl,  therefore,  the  firft  part  of  the  preface.' 

*  Metaphyfical  truths  can  only  be  cftablifhed,  by  producing 
effedts  from  correfpondiqg  caufes ;  and  though  we  may  confront 
fuch  demonftrative  evidence  with  the  immutable  laws  of  ma- 
thematical deciiion,  we  mud  be  fenfible  that  there  will  dill  re- 
main fome  pretence  for  doubt ;  thus  the  bafis  of  that  knowledge, 
which  on  thefq  principles  we  have  been  long  labouring  to  ac- 
ccmplifh,  will  become  an  endlefs  toil,  art  endlefs  fource  for 
coniroverfy :  and  having  the  paffions  and  the  prejudices  of 
mankind  to  combat,  which  mathematical  certainty  can  alone 
cfFedtqally  fupprcfs,  we  mull  content  ourfelves  only  with  mak- 
ing converts  of  thofe  who  have  minds  fuffioiently  expaniive  to 
lirten  to  hypothetical  arguments,  without  the  (hackles  of  Euclid, 
and  the  vanity  of  difplaying  their  own  learning  and  pedantry.' 

We  fhall  make  no  obfervations  on  this  paflage,  for  wo 
would  engage  rather  to  explain  the  moft  enthufiadic  reveries 
of  the  wildell  alchemift. 

A  foflil  was  difcovTrcd  at  Chatham,  in  a  bed  of  river- fand, 
mixed  with  a  kind  of  clay,  about  twenty  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  river  Medway,  at  high-water  mark.  It  appears  to  be 
part  of  a  jaw-bone,  and  it  is  extremely  curious,  both  from 
its  iize,  and  the  number  of  its  molares.  Itienow  in  the 
Mufeum,  which  was  fo  lately  the  property  of  fir  Aihton  Lever. 
The  other  bones  were  fout^d  alfo,  but  they  are  not  preferved,  ' 
On  comparing  this  jaw-bone  with  one  of  an  hippopotamus 
in  the  fame  collection,  the  fimilarity  was  fo  ftriking  as  to  con- 
vince the  author  that  both  belonged  to  an  animal  of  the  fame 
fpecies.  Mr.  Douglas,  eager  to  purfue  all  the  confequences 
of  this  fuppofcd  difcovery,  immediately  concludes,  that  this 
part  of  the  eahh  was  once  warmer  than  it  is  at  prefcnt ;  that 
thefe  bones  were  not  brought  here  by  the  deluge,  but  muil 
have  been  the  exuviae  of  an  animal  adually  exifting  on  the 
fpot.  All  the  reft  confifts  of  cafes  and  data.  The  cafes  con- 
tain fa^s  chiefly  intended  to  ihow,  that  the  animal  gluten  is 
1  '  no^ 
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wot  foon  deftroyed ;  but  our  author's  chemiilry  is  fo  little  of 
this  world  that  we  know  not  how  to  explain  it.  Even  his 
friend  Dr.  Beugo,  is  not  very  conliftent  with  modern  difco* 
veries,  when  he  explains  the  chemical  analyiis  of  animal  mat* 
ter.  We  Ihall  firft  give  a  fpecimen  of  this  part  of  his  work, 
from  his  remarks  on  animal  fait,  which  he  afterwards  tells  us 
were  not  *  intended  for  information.'  , 

*  Animal  fait  may  very  properly  be  admitted  as  a  tomnmnov^  . 
i.  c.  a  concomitant  caufe  of  folidity,  with  their  other  princi- 
ples of  fulphur,  and  fpirit  or  mercury  among  the  older  che- 
mifls,  before  Boyle  and  Romberg's  time :  the  three  together 
being  always,  in  their  opinion,  neceflarily  co-cxiftent  under 
the  leveral  appropriated  peculiarities  of  refpedlivc  proportion 
and  modification  ;  as  hypodatic  principles  of  each  fort  of  fub* 
llance,  on  this  globe  at  leall ;  whether  animal,  vegetable,  or 
foffil :  which  they  termed  their  tria  prima,  and  feemed  to  think 
that  it  was  the  peculiai^— fpirit— mercury, — or  fpecial  modifi- 
cation of  this,  that  gave  the  fpecific  charader  to  the  other  two 
principles,  requiiite  alfo  for  'the  diftindt  conftitution  of  each 
kind  of  fubflance,  which  derives  its  fpecific  qualities  from  fuch. 
combination,  as  they  fancied,  of  thefe  primary  principles*  Salt, 
indeed,  appears  to  have  been,  ii>  their  ideas,  the  priociple 
which  chiefly  afforded  confidence  and  a  band  of  union  to  the 
others.  The  animal  fait— fulphur — fplrit,-r— were  each  of  them 
of  a  peculiar  kind  only  fpecific  to  that  order  of  fubllances : 
the  vegetable  the  fame  ;  and  the  fofiil  the  fame  ;  and  by  fome 
were  believed  to  be  fo  originally  and  eiTentially,  conftituted  or 
formed  at  the  creation  of  the  world*' 

Again,  a  body  of  a  calcareous  nature,  we  find,  may  be 
produced  by  fire  or  acid?*  He  has  not  explained  his  opinion 
of  the  conftituent  parts  of  agate,  except  that  it  is  produced 
^Ifo  by  an  acid. 

^  From  the  fpecimens  of  foflil  elephants  tuiks,  which  I  have 
feen  in  the  emperor  of  Germany's  cabinet  of  natural  curiofities 
at  Vienna,  and  in  other  mufeums,  I  obferved  that  feveral  were 
rendered  throughout  calcarious  *,  while  others  were  entirely 
changed  to  the  hardefl  black  agate ;  the  conclufion  will,  there^ 
fore,  follow,  that  an  immenfe  length  of  time  muft  have  elapfed 
to  have  caufed  the  abforption  or  decompofition  of  animal  mat- 
ter from  the  tuflc,  and  to  have  rendered  it  fufiiciently  calcarious  * 
for  the  homogeneous  fubllance  with  which  it  was  faturated  ; 
for  it  is  a  known  law  in  nature,  that  all  bodies  firil  become 
calcarious  or  friable  before  they  enter  into  a  lapidefcent  date.' 

<  *  The  property  which  the  earth  has  had  of  rendering  animal  fubflances 
calcarious,  feems  to  be  entirely  undefined  by  any  of  our  Jearned  phyficians. 
That  agent  which  has  operated  upon  thefe  fubftances  muft,  in  its  eftecfts,  bq 
;fimilar  to  the  operation  of  fire.  |t  has  by  fume  chemifis  been  attributed  to 
aeid^.' 
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We  own  that  we  have  inferted  thefe  paiTages  to  excafe  our* 
fclves  from  taking  aiiy  farther  notice  of  this  confufed  Vifionary 
performance.  Foffil  bones,  of  a  peculiar  nature,  have  been 
very  often  foQn,d,  without  our  being  able  to  afcertain  the  ani- 
mals to  whom  they  belong.  The  hippopotamus  is  flill  fo  little 
knqwn,  that  we  may  well  doubt  of  the  fource  of  this  foffil, 
notwlthftanding  it  fhould  be  found  iimiJar  to  a  jaw-bone,  that 
19  fuppofed  to  have  really  belonged  to  this  animal.  Even  if 
It  were  afcertained,  many  circumftances  would  afFeft  the  con- 
cluilon  which  our  author  has  drawn,  and  which  has  been  much 
better  fupported  by  the  ingenious  BufFon. 

The  Appendix  contains  accounts  of  other  foifils,  with  re- 
marks on  BufFon*s,  Toulmin's,  and  Whitehurll's  fyftems;  but 
the  reader  muft  be  an  CEedipus,  who  can  perceive  his  views, 
or  underftand  his  arguments.  If  this  paper  had  not  been  with- 
drawn from  the  fecretary  of  the  Royal  Society,  in  order  to  be 
publifhed,  it  would  not  probably  have  received  this  diftindlion 
from  the  committee; 


AretauSj  confifiing  of  Eight  Booksy  on  the  Caufes^  Symptoms, 
and  Cure  of  acute  and  chronic  Difeafes  ;  tranflated  from  the 
original  Greek.  By  John  Moffat,  M,  Dm  S'vo^  6s »  in  Boards, 
Richar^fon. 

'1TI7E  are  not  of  that  monopolizing  fpirit,  which  once  hd 
^^  mankind  to  preferve  their  treafures  from  the  prying 
eyes  of  the  profane  and  the  uninitiated  :  on  the  contrary,  we 
are  convinced  that  truth  will  be  more  loved  the  more  it  is 
known  ;  and  what  mankind  have  not  yet  clearly  perceived, 
the  increafe  of  reaj  knowledge  will  infpire  a  diffidence  in  draw-. 
ing  its  rules  into  pradlice.  But  in  our  zeal  to  appropriate  the 
dodrines  of  other  ages,  and  to  communicate  them  to  thofe  who 
,are  unlkilled  in  the  ancient  languages,  we  Ihould  not  lofe  fight 
of  the  peculiarities  of  the  author.  He  Ihould  appear  with 
his  native  air  :  if  his  garments  are  different,  he  ihould  pre- 
ferve his  own  gait,  his  peculiar  ftep,  nor,  with  his  drefs, 
change  his  manners,  or  his  meaning.  We  ihall  examine  the 
tranflator  very  particularly  ;  but  muft  premife  fome  remarks, 
merely  becaufe  he  has  ftcpped  forward  with  fo  flight  an  ac- 
count of  his  author,  as  to  render  it  very  neceiTary* 

The  age  of  Areiaeus,  after  fome  difputes,  is  now  pretty 
clearly  fixed  to  have  been  a  little  after  the  time  of  Androma- 
chus,  and  before  the  death  of  Titus.  Wigan  fufpeds  him  to 
have  been  known,  at  that  time,  by  the  name  of  Archigencs  ; 
but  Archigenes,  though  of  the  pneumatic  fed,  and  a  fcholar 
•  6  of 
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of  Athenseas,  did  not  very  accurately  attead  to  the  diflin£Uons 
and  periods  of  difeafes,  for  which  Aretaeus  is  particularly  ce- 
lebrated^; nor  arc  tlie  pneumatic  tenets  very  confpicuous  in  his 
few  remains.  The  language,  in  thofe  parts  quoted  by  Galen 
and  Actios,  is  alfo  vtry  unlike  that  of  Aretseus  ;  befides  Aetius^ 
as  well  as  Paulus,  quote  each  of  thefe  authors  feparately  and 
diftindily.  It  is  of  fome  confequence,  in  the  hiilory  of  me- 
dicine, to  avoid  this  confufion :  we  have  given  the  outline  of 
the  principal  arguments  only.  Aretscus  is  undoubtedly,  in 
many  refpefts,  a  valuable  author  :  his  pointed,  energetic,  and 
concife  language  fixes  the  attention  ;  his  accurate  and  compre* 
heniive  defcriptions  are  eafily  retained  in  the  memory ;  and 
his  a6live,  well  adapted  remedies  will  ftill  fuggeft  new  re- 
iburces,  or  ufeful  attempts..  It  is  well  known,  however,  that 
his  work  is  imperfed.  The  firA  four  books  are  wholly  want- 
ing :  the  tranflator  fays  the  firfl  five>;  but  the  greateft  and 
mofl:  material  part  of  the  defcription  of  epilepfy  remains. 
Since  the  defcriptions  are  wanting,  the  tranflator  has  omitted 
the  cure,  which  has  ftill  farther  mutilated  this  venerable  an- 
tique. 

*  After  this  fliort  account,  I  will  only  add,  that  our  author 
writes  eight  books  in  Greek,  the  four  firft,  on  the  caufes  and 
fymptoms  of  acute  and  chronic  difeafes,  and  the  other  four,  on 
the  cure  or  therapeutics.  It  is  matter  of  regret,  that  the  five 
firft  chapters,  in  the  firfl  book  of  the  caufes  and  fymptoms  of 
acute  difeafes,  have  been  loft;  I  have,  therefore,  purpofely 
avoided  to  give  the  cure  of  thefe,  as  it,  in  fome  meafure,  ap- 
peared con  tradi  dory  to  common  fenfe  to  obviate  caufes  and 
fymptoms,  which  were  not  in  the  original,  or  did  not  exift :  I 
muft  likewife  obferve  that  the  fifth  (the  fixth)  chapter  holds  the 
place  of  the  firft,  in  order  that  it  might  better  pleafe  the  eye, 
and  have  more  the  appearance  of  a  whple.' 

It  would  not  have  much  increafed  the  bulk  of  the  volume, 
and  it  would  have  been  very  fatisfadlory,  not  only  to  thofe  for 
whom  it  is  defigncd,  but  to  the  more  critical  readers,  if  lie 
had  tranilated  the  whole,  and  given  fome  account  of  the  edi- 
tions which  he  ufed,  and  explanatory  notes  relating  to  the 
different  medicines  which  Aretxus  employed.  That  we  might 
not  accufe  him,  without  reafon,  of  error,  we  have  examined 
Wigan's,  Boerhaave's,  and  Henry  Stephens'  edition,  in  the 
paffages  we  have  compared.  We  mention  this  not  from  often- 
tation,  but  to  inform  him  that  we  have  neither  haftily  paffed 
over  his  work,  or  petulantly  criticifed  it. 

In  Aretaeus^  as  one  of  his  refpediable  editors  has  obfervecl, 
every  word  is  a  fad,  and  every  adventitious  ornament  is  dili- 
gently  pruned*     '  His  fimple  arguments  are  fo  clearl/  ex* 

plained. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


254  ^f'*  Moffat* s  Trnnjtation  of  Aretaus^ 

plained,  that  while  others  look  for  ornaments,  it  Js  enough 
for  him  to  v/rite  the  fadts  themfelves.  Thus  we  admire  the 
ikill  of  thofe  ancient  painters,  who,  with  the  £ewt^  and  fim- 
pleft  lines,  without  any  affiftance  from  (hade,  feem  almoft  to 
infpirc  their  figures  with  life.*  Our  author  has  tranflated  this 
paflage,  in  his  introduftion,  fomewhat  differently  :  we  do  not 
complain  that  he  has  not  inferted  it  as  a  quotation  ;  but  that 
he  has  not  more  carefully  recoUefted  it,  in  the  courfe  of  his 
fubfequent  labours.  His  tranflation  is  generally  too  diffufe  : 
It  is  fometimes  alfo  erroneous.  Let  us  take  the  firft  chapter 
as  a  fpecimen,  that  we  may  not  feem  to  have  felefted  one  for 
any  particular  purpofe.  We  fhall  mark  the  fubjeds  of  our 
obfervations  by  Italics. 

*  Tetanus  is  a  fpafmodic  affedlion  of  the  mu/cles  belonging  to 
ihe  maxillae  and  the  tendonSi  accompanied  with  fevere  pain,  fre- 
quently with  fudden  death,  nor  does  it  eafily  admit  of  a  remedy. 
The  diftemper  is  communicated  to  the  whole  frame,  an^  every 
part  partakes  of  the  original  affedion. 

*  There  are  three  differeqt  fpccies  of  this  convullipn  ;  the 
firft  is,  when  the  body  is  extended ;  the  fecond,  when  it  is 
bended  backward  ;  and  the  third,  when  it  is  curyed  forward. 

*  The  firft  takes  place  when  the  patient  is  ftretched  out  in 
one  diredt  line,  and  cannot  be  made  to  incline  either  to  the 
one  fide  or  the  other.  The  other  two  are  eafily  known  and  di-  / 
ftinguiihed  from  the  mode  of  tenfion  and  fituation  of  the  per- 
fon  affeded,  hence  we  call  the  refledtion  backwards  opiftho- 
tonos,  the  nerves  on  the  back  parts  being  chiefly  affeded  ;  but 
if  the  patient  is  bended  forwards,  it  obtains  the  name  of  em- 
profthotonos,  from  the  affcdtion  of  the  nerves  on  the  anterior 
parts,  the  name  thereof  originates  from  the  tone  of  the  nerves,  and 
the  mode  of  tenfion. 

'  They  arife  from  an  infinite  njariety  t?/*caofes ;  from  wounds, 
a  puncture  of  the  membranes,  mufcles,  or  nerves,  and  in  fuch 
cafes  they  generally  prove  mortal,  efpecially  that  which  arifes 
from  a  wound. 

*  When  this  affeftion  arifes  in  women  from  abortion,  they 
feldom  furvive ;  fome  are  feized  with  this  convulfion  from  a 
violent  ftroke  in  (on)  the  neck,  and  not  unfrequently  a  fevere 
cold  ferves  as  a  caufe  ;  on  this  account,  winter  efpecially  pro- 
duces affedtions  of  this  nature,  and  next  to  it  the  fpring,  with 
the  autumn,  but  the  fummer  leaft  of  all,  unlefs  a  wound,  or 
the  raging  of  fome  epidemic  diftemper  has  laid  a  foundation.  It 
is  obferved,  that  women  are  more  liable  to  this  difeafe  than 

"men,  from  the  frigidity  of  their  fyftem,  but  they  more  fre- 
quently furvive,  from  their  inherent  moifture, 

1     *  With  regard  to  the  different  periods  of  life,  children  are 

'  much  harrajed  with  it,  but  they  are  not  fo  fubjed  to  die,  be- 
caufe  the  difeafe  is  as  it  were  domeftic  and  familiar  to  their 

,conftitation«  Youth  fuffers  lefs,  but  among  them  death  i^more 

com* 
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Cbmtnon  ;  manhood  leaft  of  all  ;  but  old  age  is,  of  all  other 
periods,  the  moft  liable  to  the  affection,  and  death  is  mere  fre^ 
quently  the  con/equence ;  for  frigidity,  and  the  'Vjant  9f  moiffure^ 
infeparahle  from  old  age^  liiewife  the  peculiar  nature  of  death ^  ope* 
rate  as  cavfes.  If  humidity  is  conjoined  with  frigidity,  thefc 
if  afmodic  contractions  are  lefs  hurtful,  and  attended  with  much 
lefs  danger. 

*  Jhe  concomitant  fymptoms  of  this  affeBion  are  the  follov^ing  ; 
its  attach  is  fudden  and  in/Jantaneous  upon  all,  there  is  a  pain  and 
tenfon  of  the  tendons^  both  of  the  back  and  mufcles  of  the 
maxillae  and  thorax.  The  under  jaw  is  fo  clofely  locked  to  the 
upper,  that  it  is  not  eafy  td  feparate  ihem  either  by  levers  or 
wedges  ;  and  if  any  one,  by  forcing  the  teeth  afunder,  Ihould 
inftill  a  liquid  of  any  kind,  they  do  not  fwallow,  but  ihrovo  it 
iaekj  either  holding  it  in  the  mouth,  or  rejeHing  it  by  the  noftrils. 
The  ifhmusy  Uke^mfe,  adheres  clofelyy  being  Jhut^  and  the  tonfils, 
tibdurated  and  tenfe,  will  not  yield  to  the  comprejjion  cf  what  is  to  he 
taken  do^n.  The  face  is  red,  variegated,  the  eyes  nearly  iixed 
and  ftiff,  can  only  with  diificulty  be  made  to  roll,  fufFocatioa  ia 
violent,  refpiratioo  vitiated^  with  a  diflenfion  of  the  hands  an4 
legs,  the  mufcles  vibrating,  the  whole  face  varioufly  diftorted, 
the  cheeks  and  lips  quivering,  the  maxilla  vibrating^  and  the 
teeth  gnalhing,  in  fome  the  ears  arc  likevvife  perceived  to  move  ; 
and  I  hanjc  indeed^  ivith  aftonijhment^  beheld  the  urine  fuppreffed  to 
a  violent  degree  offrangury^  or  fpontaneoufly  flowing  upon  the 
preiTure  of  the  bladder. 

*  Thcfe  fymptoms  arc  common  to  all  the  genera  of  fpafmo- 
die  convulfions,  but  each  has  its  diflingui(hing  and  peculiar 
marks*' 

In  the  firil  fentence  there  is  a  mifreprefentation.  Aretaeus 
fays  that  it  is  an  afFe£lion  of  the  '  nerves,  often  attacking  th« 
mufcles  and  tendons  of  the  cheeks.*  In  the  next  paSage, 
marked  with  Italics,  there  is  a  more  obvious  fault.  After 
•  parts,'  Ihould  be  a  colon,  then  read  '  tonos  is  the  ufual  name 
of  the  nerves  and  their  tenfion.'  "EvTatrif,  tenfion,  is  a  very 
peculiar  word,  and  occurs  in  Hippocrates  :  it  occafionally 
means  either  a  natural  or  a  niorbid  tenfion :  hraaiog  is  the 
Ionic  genitive.  If  our  author  had  looked  into  Harry  Ste- 
phens' tranflation  of  this  paflage,  he  would  not  have  fallen 
into  this  error;  but  we  muft,  in  juftice,  acknowledge,  that 
this  is  not  the  only  inftance  where  we  perceive  that  he  has 
gone  to  the  original. 

*  Infinite  variety*  is  too  ftrong  a  phrafe  ;  txvplat^  means  very 
numerous.  •  Laid  the  foundation,'  is  certainly  the  meaning 
of  Aretseus,  and  not  prefervcd  by  his  bed  tranflators.  If  the 
fubfequent  fentence  were  read  as  follows,  it  would  approach 
nearer  to  the  manner  of  his  author.  •  Women  are  more  liable 
to  it  from  their  coldncfs,  but  more  often  efcape  from  their 

hu- 
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humidity/  In  the  next  paflage  which  we  have  diftinguifhed, 
<  much  barraffed'  is  an  improper  term.  The  paflage,  as  ufual 
in  Aretaeus,  is  elliptical,  but  ceruinly  means  no  more  than 
that  they  '  are  fubjed  to  it  :*  we  know  that  many  difeafes  of 
children  are  attended  with  fpafms  and  convulfions, '  which,  in 
more  mature  age,  form  no  part  of  their  chara^ler.  The  words 
of  the  author  are  Xiaihi;  fxev  |vv£%£6? ;  and  we  ought  to  add, 
that  Harry  Stephens  agrees  with  our  tranflator.  The  next 
paffage  is  confufed,  and,  we  fufpedt,  inaccqrate,  though  this 
might  arife  from  fome  ijrror  in  the  pointing.  We  fhould  read, 

*  at  that  time  it  is  moft  fatal;  fmce  cold  and  drynefs  are 
equally  natural  to  old  age  and  death.'  In  the  next  paflage, 
we  find  his  footfteps  in  the  Medicae  Artis  Principes.  The  fen- 
tence  is  obfcure  ;  but  we  have  little  hefitation  in  tranflating  it, 

*  Added  to  thefe  fymptoms,  to  fpeak  comprehenfively,  there 
is  a  pain  and  tenfion  of  the  tendons  both  of  the  /fine,\  &c. 
Dr.  Moffat  follows  Harry  Stephens  ;  but  there  are  authorities 
equally  refpedable,  for  a  very  different  fenfe.  The  paffage  is 
Smri  fjiev  dureoia-tj  d9^6ov  /xsv  aTraari  dpriaar9ai.  Hi^vifiai  is  the 
Attic  paffivc  ufed  as  a  neuter,  from  Eip«  or  peS,  and  can  never 
Signify  any  thing  like  the  attack  of  a  difeafe.  '  It  could  be 
hafte  only  which  induced  Dr.  Moffat  to  tranflate  pa^wj,  *  of 
the  back.' 

The  next  Italic  fentence  is  ludicrous  enough  :  the  author 
Ihould  have  written  *  o^r  hold  it,'  as  the  original  didates,  and 

*  return  it  info  the  noftrils.'  It  would  have  been  more  neat 
and_exa£l  to  have  tranflated  the  next  paragraph  in  this  man- 
ner! we  are  not  to  defend  A^etasus'  miftakes  in  phyfiology: 

*  For  the  fauces  are  compreffed;  and  the  tonfils,  hard  and 
contraded,  do  not  pufli  forward  the  aliment  to  be  fwallowed.' 
We  fee  the  i/bmus  in  Stephens.  In  the  next  paffagcs,  Aretaeus 
fays  the  *  breathing  is  difficult,'  and  the  '  chin  fhaking.'  It 
would  be  difficult  to  (hake  the  fuperior  maxilla;  but  our  tranf- 
latpr  frequently  Heps  out  of  his  way  for  a  hard  word.  In  the 
fubfequent  paragraph,  the  afloaifliment  fhould  be  applied  to 
the  motion  of  the  ears  ;  it  is  fo  in  the  original ;  and  in  the 
jiext,  Aretaeus  exprefsly  fays  that  the  urine  is  ret ahu^  with  a 
violent  ^y/ury,  not /upfrejkd  by  a  Hrangury.  We  have  quoted 
the  laft  paragraph,  to  contrail  the  tranflator  with  his  author. 
The  only  words  of  Aretaeus  are  l^ia  h  kKoirn^.  Haec  omnibus 
propria  is  the  neareft  tranflation.  In  Englifli  he  might  havt 
faid,  *  thefe  are  the  general  fymptoms.' 

This  is  not  the  only  part  of  the  work  which  we  have  com- 
pared  with  the  original ;  but  we  have  had  enough  of  this  kind 
of  criticifm.  Our  readers  wilj  now  readily  undcrftand  the 
ccneral  merit  of  the  tranflation.     It  cannot  give  an  adequate 

*  idea 
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idea  of  Aretaeus,  but  may  be  of  fervice  in  inllrrudling  the 
young  pradicioner  what  kind  of  reward  a  more  critical  exami- 
nation would  procure.  We  have  cafually  mentioned,  that 
Dr.  Moffat  often  fteps  out  of  his  way  for  a  hard  word.  We 
never  hint  at  a  fault  without  reafon,  and  fcarcely  ever  with- 
out producing  examples  of  it.  We  will  not  now  forget  (o 
•good  a  cuftom. 

*  Inftill  a  liquid,'  and  '  vitiated  refpiration,*  have  already 
occurred.  In  one  paffage  he  mentions  the  *  excandefcence  of  the 
mind  :'  in  another  place  he  fpeaks  oi fomenting  the  Bath  fires, 
inftead  of  kindling  or  fupplying  them  with  fuel.  In  a  Tub- 
fequent  paiTage  he  tells  us,  that  in  aflhma  *  the  praecordia  are 
re'uulfed,*  inftead  of  drawn  upward.  In  another  place  he 
fpeaks  of  *  rh^as  ox  flux  of  water.  Again,  when  fpeaking  of 
the  cure  of  phthifis,  he  tells  us  that 

*  Milk  is  agreeable  to  the  tafte  and  eafily  fwallowed,  affords 
folid  nouriihment,  and  is  more  familiar  to  the  confticution  chaa 

.  any  other  food ;  it  is  likiwife  pleafant  to  the  fight,  does  not 

4xa^erate  the  trachea  or  artery,  Icjlgafes  the  throat,  renders  the 

v^      breathing  eafy,  is  an  eiluBor  of  the  phlegm,  and  lubricites  the 

^^nferior  pafToge  ;  befides  it  is  an  aJTivaging  medicine  to  the  uU 

.    ccrs,  and  more  mild  than  any  other.' 

It  cannot  be  for  rhi«  reafon  that  he  mentions  *  the  parts 
trailed  plechas,*  without  any  explanation.  The  fomentation 
^ay,  for  aught  he  knew,  be  applied  to  the  part  between  the 
thumb  and  fore  finger  ;  for  a  little  knowlege  of  analogy  and 
^ialefts  would  have  led  a  moderate  Grecian  to  Hki^,  whofc 
.  accufative  he  would  have  fuppofed  plechas.  If  he  had,  however, 
read  Homer,  he  would  have  gone  on  to  Il^to'j'ar,  which  v/ould 
have  led  him  to  jthe  lower  extremities,  and  then  he  might  have 
found  the  real  word  n^i%af .  by  the  i^olians  changed  to  Hx/jx*^* 
The  conimoneft  Lexicon  would  have  told  him  that  this  meant 
■cutis,  quae  pudendis  fubeft,  inter  utrumque  femur.  This  is 
«ot  quite  exaft.;  if  w«  were  inclined  to  fill  our  margin  with 
the  authorities  which' now  lie  before  us,  (but  we  hate  reputa- 
tion fo  cheaply  bought)  we  Ihould  tell  him  that  it  meant  d.i^^* 
plicatura  cutis,  inter  femui-  &  perinaeuni,  in  Greek,  ll\y\x^^a,* 
There  are  many  pther  peculiar  words,  whiclrour  author  Ihould 
have  explained.  lie  does  not  inform  us  what  the  antiJole 
named  biftimus,  more  comrnqply  beilinus,  is,  the  animal 
called  cofcinos,  or  the  gleacine  oil  ;  when  a  very  flight  fearch 
would  have  led  him  Vc^^^rpbable  conjectures.  There  are  many 
other  fimilar  defeils.  'l^tebefafa  may  probably  not  be  fo  rea- 

•  What  makes  thUj  term  more  particularly  miproper  in  this  place  is,  that 
it  is  ufcd  by  Aretaeus  in  a  metaphorical  fenfe,  like  dsfiudliO;  ia  Latin.  Its 
real  fignification  is  a  i'weliing  of  the  glanda  uf  the  neck. 
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dily  found :  it  means  the  {ted  of  the  rata  fylireftris  ;  and  the 
Egyptian  bacchar  is  certainly  the  carpefium  cernuum  of  Lin- 
naeus^ S^.  pi.  1203.  It  is  a  ilrong  fmelling  plant,  found  19 
Italy,  where  Aretsus  pradifed,  and  probably  well  adapted  to 
hyileria.  It  muft  not  be  confounded,  on  the  one  hand,  with 
the  bacchar  of  Diofcorides,  which  is  a  fpecies  of  inula  ;  nor, 
on  the  other,  with  the  baccharis  of  Linnaeus,  a  very  different 
plant.  We, cannot  enlarge  on  this  fubje£l,  and  (hall  only  add, 
that  nothing  is  more  wanting  than  a  Grecian  and  Arabian 
Materia  Medica,  to  conned  their  fadls  with  modern  pradice, 
and  modern  difcoverie».  It  is  a  work  that  would  require  great 
labour,  and  ifhould  not  be  undertaken  laihly  or  unadvifedly* 

On  the  whole,  the  language  of  this  tranflation  is  eafy, 
and  often  elegant ;  it  is^  alfo  pretty  generally  cor  red  ;  but  it 
is  not  the  ftyle,  the  manner,  or  the  language  of  Aretaeus.  In- 
dependent of  the  omiflion  of  the  fifth  chapter,  or  at  leaft  its 
remains,  we  think  that  the  cure  of  phrenzy,  lethargy,  ma- 
rafmus,  apoplexy,  and  epilepfy,  afford  remarks  of  great  con- 
fequence,  which  would  be  readily  underflood  without  the  de- 
fcriptions,  li  the  work  is  re-printed,  we  would  advife  Dr. 
MoiFat  to  fupply  this  defed,  and  to  elucidate  the  materia 
medica,  and  the  practice  of  Aretaeus,  by  a  commentary^  A 
tranflation  of -his  work,  in  concife  and  corred  language,  with 
thefe  explanations,  would  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the  Aock 
of  Englifh  medicine. 

Experiments  and  Oh/ervations  on  filled  and  Red  Peruvian  Bark* 

By  Thomas  Skeete,  M.  D.  8a^<7.  5/.  in  Boards,  Murray. 
A  Scotchman  once  afked  the  famous  Sylvius,  in  the  bota- 
^*  nical  garden  at  Leyden,  what  were  the  properties  of  a 
particular  and  ufelefs  plant  ?  Are  you  not  from  Scotland  ?  faid 
he  : — Yes,  fir.  Have  not  you  there  a  particular  mode  of  tor- 
ture, called  the  boots  ?  Yes,  I  would  advife  you  then  to  try 
the  boots  on  it ;  and  if  it  will  not  then  confefs  its  virtues,  I 
am  afraid  your  cxpedations  from  it  will  be  fruftrated.  If  ever 
this  ftory  has  been  virtually  realized,,  the  fubjed  of  the  torture 
mud  be  the  bark,  which  has  been  tried  by  the  united  force  of 
fire,  water,  and  every  acrid  menilruum  ;  but  with  fo  little  real 
advantage,  that  we  doubt  much,  fhould  we  flate  the  inflances  of 
mifconduft,  in  oppofition  to  the  few  improvements,  whether  we 
(hould  be  found  gainers  by  our  labours.  Our  author  has  again 
walked  over  the  courfe,  on  which  fo  many  contending  chemifts 
have  diilinguiihed  their  abilities,  and,  added  to  the  ufual  fuc- 
ceiTes,  feems  alfo  to  have  obtained  a  profpedi  of  a  higher  rQ- 
W^rd,  of  a  promifcd  land,  which  he  has  not  yet  reached. 

Of 
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'  or  the  different  kinds  of  bark,  oar  author  prefers  greaJr 
the  red  bark»  which  appears  not  to  be  the  bark  of  the  trunk, 
or  of  the  larger  branches  of  an  older  tree>  as  was  once  fuf- 
pedled,  but  really  a  variety.  A  faft  of  fome  confequence, '  in 
this  view,  is  that  Dr.  Skeete  has  found  one  piece  at  lesit  of 
the  true  red  bark  in  a  quilled  form.  The  common  flat  bark, 
feems,  from  our  author's  experiments,  not  to  be  inferior  in 
goodnefs  to  that  which  we  have  ufually  fo  much  prized.  Many 
of  the  various  appearances  probably  ariie  from  the  bark  not 
having  been  procured  from  the  fame  fpecies,  but  from  va* 
rieties  of  the  officinal  cincona ;  and  the  Jamaica,  the  St.  Vin« 
cent's,  and  the  St.  Lucia  bark  are,  he  thinks,  we  believe 
juftly,  varieties  of  the  fecond  fpecies.  Of  the  ufnal  folvents^ 
he  found  refiified  fpirit  the  moft  adlive,  then  the  caoftic  fpirit 
of  fal  ammoniac :  brandy  and  rum  were  more  powerful  than 
proof  fpirit,  and  water  in  decodion  more  powerful  than  any 
kinds  of  wine.  In  fhort^with  refped  to  medicinal  forms,  our 
author's  experiments  fully  confirm  our  opinion,  derived  from 
the  a6lua]  efFeds  of  the  medicine  which  we  mentioned  in  Xk% 
Fifty- ninth  Volume  of  our  Journal,  page  i6. 

On  the  pharmaceutical  treatment  of  the  bark,  he  affords 
fome  new  lights,  hy  making  the  refin  more  foluble  in  water 
after  the  gum  is  extradled :  this  is  effedled  by  adding  gum 
Arabic ;  and  he  gives  fome  neat  methods  of  exhibiting  the 
medicine.  Thefe  are  chiefly  by  employing  the  extrad,  rubbed 
into  an  emulfion,  with  almonds  or  with  milk  *•  The  fyrup  of 
oranges  in  thefe  formulae  would  be  a  proper  addition,  for  we 
can  only  leflen  the  naufeoufnefs  of  a  medicine,  by  adding  one 
whofe  tafle  is  flmilar,  but  whofe  flavour  is  more  agreeable* 

The  moft  material  chemical  fa6l  in  this  volume  is  the  effeA 
of  magnefia  on  the  bark,  by  which  the  author  fnfpeds  that 
the  folubility,  or  at  leafl  the  folubility  of  its  more  adive  parts» 
is  increafed.  We  (hall  firil  tranfcribe  the  experiment  with 
lime,  a  fubjedl  which  has  already  been  confldered  by  Dr,  Per« 
cival  and  Dr.  Macbride: 

*  Two  drachms  of  quilled  bark  in  powder  were  triturated 
with  two  ounces  of  lime  water,  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  ami 
after  remaining  together  about  fifteen  minutes  more,  the  mix* 
ture  was  pafled  through  filtering  paper.  This  infufion  was  of 
a  red  colour,  refembling  in  a  good  meafure  that  of  a  tin6lur^ 
of  the  fame  bark  in  proof  fpirit.  It  was  remarkably  mort  hitttr 
to  the  tafte  than  the  cold  infufion  in  fimple  water,  though  the 
increafe  of  weight  hy  no  means  correfionded  with  its  fenfbU  fro* 
ferties^  the  common  meafure  of  it  fcarcely  weighing  one  grain 
more  than  that  of  the  plain  infufion.— -This  ^  a  circumftance 

•  We  have  fome  doubu  abuut  this  preparati<»n :  feark,  in  fulAancc,  d^ 
(ompvundft  common  emulfiont. 

S  a  dif. 
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difficult  of  explanation,  as  it  was  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  fron^ 
the  diference  in  the  tade  and. appearance,  that  the  lime  wates 
iad  diflblved  a  much  greater  proportion  of  tbe"^  bark  than  wo 
can  poffibly  deduce  from  the  fpeciiic  gravity  of  the  infufion, 
put  if  the  abfolute  weight  of  the  bark  be  not  muc^  diminiflied 
by  the  adlion  of  fuch  a  menftruum  it  certgj^nly  appears,  from 
every  other  trial,  to  have  di£po{refl*e4  it. of  its  adive  properties 
in  a  proportion  vaftly  fuperior  to  common  water.  A  tea- 
fpoonfulj  for  inftance,  of  the  folution  offal  martis  being  added 
to  fome  of  the  above  infuiion,  immediately  rendered  it  very 
turbid  and  ^ark  colourcef^  and  fopn  occafioned  a  copious  frgfiflta* 
^ion  of  a  blackijh  cghur^ 

By  fixed  air  and  the  faccharine  acid  a  copious  precipitation 
3s  produced,  and  the  rich  colour  is  loft.  A  larger  quantity 
of  lime  rubbed  with  the  bark,  previous  to  adding  the  water, 
icarcely  produced  any  folution  of  the  medicine  with  its  ufual 
fenfibie  properties.     Again, 

*  Two  drachms  of  Peruvian  bark  in  powder,  and  half  a 
drachm  of  calcined  magnefia,  were  rubbed  together  in  a  mor.^ 
tar,  with  four  ounces  of  diftilled  water,,  for  the  fpace  of  ten 
or  fifteen  minutes;  the  water  being  gradually  added,  fo  as  ta 
reduce  the  materials  in  the  firft  inftance  to  the  ftate  of  a  pafte. 
The  infufion,  when  pafled  through  filtering  paper,  was  fouD4 
to  be  pofTeiTed  of  the  following  remarkable  properties  ; 

*  111:.  An  exceedingly  deep  red  colour,  fuperior  to  the  infu? 
fion  of  common  bark  in  lime  water^ 

*  ad.  It  is  more  bitter  and  aftringent  to  the  tafte  even  tbai^ 
an  infufion  of  red  bark. 

*  3d,  It  produces  a  very  deep  black  colour,  with  a  copioa$ 
])recipitation,  upon  the  addition  of  a  folution  of  fal  martis  ; 
ivhile  a  fimilar  addition  to  a  common  infufion  of  bark  occafions 
^  moderate  difcolouratioa  and  fmall  precipitation  only. 

;  ^  4th.  It  remains  beautifully  tranfparent  three  or  four  days* 
^nd  is  fo  ftrongly  antifeptic,  that  at  the  end  of  a  week,  in 
fummer,  it  had  fcar,cely  made  ^ny  advances  towards  fermenta* 
^ion  ;  while  an  infufion  of  bark,  with  fimple  water,  will  i^x\ 
Tnent  in  two  days.  ' 

*  5th.  It  exceeds  in  {pecific  gravity  the  infufion  of  bark  in 
lime  water,  in  the  fame,  or  rather  in  a  greater  proportion,  thaa 
^hat  exceeds  the  fimple  infufion.' 

In  this  cafe  the  fixed  air  had  no  t^tfy ;  the  acjd  of  fugar 
^(fled,  as  in  the  other  experiment,  with  lime. 

Thefe  experiments  are  pnly  ftrange  to  thofe  who  are  little 
acquainted  vyith  the  nature  of  the  aftringent  principle.  We 
cannot  indeed  yet  decide  with  certainty  upon  it ;  but  we  have 
foJUteral  fads  fufficie^t  to  explain  thofe  before  us.  It  is 
jiighly  probable,  that  neither  lime  in  folution,  nor  magnefi^ 
^n  fubftance,  increafe  the  folubility  of  the  bark,  or  contributci 
\^  ^raw  ou^  ^ts  ^or^'adlive  oowers.     For  the  firft  part  of  the 

ppinion. 
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bunion,  we  would  allege  the  author's  remark,  thlt  tRe 
Weight  of  ch^  folutlon  is'  fcarcely  increaied  ;  (ince  at  leaft  th6 
additional  grain  moft  arife  from  the  lime.  For  theckher' part, 
we  muft  quote  the  refpeAable  authors  of  the  Dijon  Co^rfe*  of  / 
Chemiftry,  who  tell  us,  that  fixed  and  eaudic  alkalis  increafe 
the  colour  of  srftringent  folutions  already  made  and  filtered  : 
We  know  the  fame  efFeft  is  produced  by  theie  fubftances  on 
folutions  of  rhubarb  ;  and  they  even  change  them  to  a-reddifh 
colour.  Our  author  will  tell  us,  that  thefc  are  different  fub- 
ftances ;  but,  independent  of  the  probability,  which  we  fhall 
afterwards  iniifl  on,  that  they  all  aft  as  abforbents,  the  Dijon 
chemifis  affert,  that  the  influence  of  the  aftringent  principle 
on  the  earthy  liver  of  fulphar  is  jufl  the  fame  as  on  the  alka* 
line.  Dr.  Skeete  obferves,  however,  that  it  is  more  bitter 
aHb  :  this  may  well  happen,  fince  it  is  certainly  a  peculiar 
neutral ;  and  when  its  union  is  deilroyed,  the  colour  and  the 
peculiar  taile  difappear. 

It  was  well  known  that  the  aftringent  principle  had  a  power- 
ful attraftion  to  all  abforbents ;  and  this  power  has  been  fre- 
quently examined  by  Ma  Macquer,  M.  Monnet,  fignior  Gioa- ' 
netti,  M.  Fourcroy,  M.  Cornette,  and  M,  Morveau,  who  is 
fuppofcd  to  be  the  principal  author  of  the  Dijon  Courfe.  It 
is  not  to  the  credit  of  our  author  as  a  chemi^,  that  he  is  ig- 
norant of  their  difcoverics,  or  that  he  fpeaks  of  the  acidity  of* 
the  aftHngent  principle  as  an  *  explanation  entirely  con- 
jeftural,*  and  to  him  *  quite  unfatisfaftory.'  He  has  indeed- 
added  a  faft  to  the  ftock ;  but  a  great  variety  of  fimilar  ones 
had  been-  already  amaffed  i  and  he  will  excufe  us  from  thinking 
it  very  importam,  till  he  has  found  that  the  folution  of  bark^ 
by  means  of  magnefia,  is  more  active  as  a  remedy  than  the 
common  folutions.  Let  us,  however,  enlarge  a  little  on  thi» 
curious  fubjedk  from  the  above  mentioned  authors,  which  now 
lie  before  us. 

The  aftringent  principle  unites  both  to  alkalis  and  acids* 
This  may  aFord  a  temporary  triumph  ;  but  the  unioi}  to  acids 
Is^  certainly  produced  by  its  being  highly  phlogiilicated  •. 
Its  peculiar  acid  marks  are,  turning  the  vegetable  blues  red  ; 
Its  ftrong  union  with  alkalis  and  abforbents  ;  its  decompofing 
.  the  alkaline  and  earthy  livers  of  fulphur,  in  which  the  ful- 
phur  remains  unchanged,  and  leaves  the  alkali  in  full  pofTef* 
fion  of  the  peculiar  acid.  It  may  indeed  be  alleged,  that  this 
principle  alfo  precipitates  metals :  we  allow  it ;  but  the  ftate 

•  Sec  the  cffcdls  of  the  addition  of  this  principle  to  the  different  acids 
iti  the  Dijon  Elements,  vol.  iii.  p.  407  and  408.  Thii  work  ddervcs  to  be 
trauilated. 
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of  the  precipiute  explains  the  fa£l :  the  metals  are  precipi- 
tated with  a  proportion  of  phlogifton  incompatible  with  their 
folutioh.  la  fome  inftances  they  approach  to  a  metallic  ftate  ; 
for  iron  precipitated,  with  fome  precautions,  will  be  In  part 
attra^ed  by  the  magnet*  In  general,  however,  the  phiogiflon 
is  not  very  intimately  combined  with  the  precipitate ;  thoogh 
it  ceruinly  is  added,  fince  by  a  flight  heat  many  of  the  metaJs 
arc  revived. 

Our  author,  on  recurring  to  thefc  authorities,  may  find  that 
the  experiments  were  made  with  galls,  and  perhaps  deny  that 
we  ought  to  transfer  the  analogy  to  bark.  We  may  allege  the 
Uniformity  of  nature  in  her  principles,  the  great  analogy  be- 
tween  an  acid  and  an  ailringent  principle,  iince  they  appear 
in  the  fame  parts  of  a  plant  at  different  (eafons,  and  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  fame  plant  at  the  fame  time.  We  may  al- 
lege the  uniformity  of  his  experiments  with  bark  with  thofe 
of  the  above  mentioned  authors  with  galls  ;  but  the  events  of 
M«  Cornette's  experiments  on  the  union  of  bark  and  emetic 
tartar,  fo  nearly  fimilar  to  thofe  of  M.  Morveau,  leaves  little 
doubt  that  the  aflringent  principle  is  the  fame  in  both,  and 
probably  in  many  others.  We  may  juft  add,  that  bark  preci- 
pitates the  antimony  in  a  phlogiilicated  ^ate,  and  the  mixture 
lofes  its  emetic  quality  *.  Perhaps  Mr.  Godfrey's  eiTential 
fait  of  bark  may  depend  on  the  acid  quality  of  the  aflringent 
principle:  our  author  callsitavery  fine  extrad  of  a  flaky 
form  ;  but  his  defcription  fhows  it  is  a  real  fait,  and  we  would 
recommend  the  examination  to  him  with  thefe  views.  Wc 
ought  to  apologize  for  this  digreflion ;  but  the  fubjed^was  im« 
portant,  and  in  Ei^gland  little  underflood. — Perhaps  fome 
analogy  may  be  found  between  the  aflringent  principle,  and 
the  tinging  acid,  which  precipitates  Pruffian  blue;  but  on 
tUs  fubjed  we  ihall  enlarge  in  a  future  Number.  , 

The  bark  a£b,  in  our  author's  opinion,  on  the  nerves,  and 
XK)t  on  the  fluids :  its  effeds  are  \txy  probably  of  the  tonic 
kind*  Of  the  more  particular  ufes  of  the  bark,  he  fpeaks 
chiefly  on  the  authority  of  the  befl  writers,  though  he  intro- 
duces occafional  remarks,  which  fhew  that  he  has  not  been  an 
inattentive  or'  an  injudicious  obferver.  Dr.  Skeete  feems  to 
ofler  this  part  of  the  volume  chiefly  as  a  compilation  ;  and  it  , 
is,  in  many  refpeds,  an  ufeful  one.     He  depends,  howeveri 

•  We  would  particularly  recommend  M.  Cornette's  *  Obfervation'  to  our' 
author.  He  will  find  it  in  the  Hiftoirc  de  la  Societe  Royalc  de  Medccinc 
pour  I'ann^e  1779.  A  fclcdl  colledion  of  the  moft  interefting  memoirs  in' 
this  work,  now  grown  voluminous^  would  is  an  £nglifh  drcfs  be  an  accept« 
aJ)le  prefect. 

too 
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too  much  on  particular  cafes  recorded,  and  frequently  truils  to 
thefe,  rather  than  to  the  general  tenor  of  the  difeafe,  and  th^ 
more  common  effedls  of  remedies  :  inftanccs  of  this  kind 
occur  in  catarrh,  phthifis  puimonalis,  dropfy,  lues  venerea, 
fome  kinds  of  haemorrhages,  and  occafionally  in  other  difeafes* 
JBut  this  fault  experience  will  cure  ;  and  perhaps,  in  a  future 
edition  of  his  work,  we  may  find  more  to  commend,  and  lefs 
to  blame. 


F lor  to  :  a  Tale^  forjint  Gentlemen  and  fine  Ladies  :  and,  the  Bas 
Bleu  ;  cr,  Cowuerfntion^  Txuo  Poems,  /^to,  jj,  fe^wed* 
Cadcll. 

'T'O  tell  a 'tale  well  either  in  profe  or  rhyme,  in  writing  or 
*^  converfation,  is  no  contemptible  endowment,  and  a  qua- 
lification not  eafily  acquired  by  (ludy  and  application.,  fiut 
though  that  gaiety  of  humour,  fo  effential  in  this  mode  of 
compofition,  and  fo  diflinguifhing  a  trait  in  the  character  of 
our  fprightly  neighbours,  is  fuppofed  ungenial  to  our  more 
phlegmatic  conftitution  :  though  Fontaine  poflibly  ftill  con- 
tinues unequalled,  yet,  not  to  mention  Chaucer,  we  hav<5 
many  writers  of  more  modern  date,  whofe  pretenfions  to  ex- 
cellency, even  in  this  line  of  writing,  cannot  be  difpnted. 
Spirit,  eafe,  and  unafi^edted  humour,  charaderife  the  tales  of 
Prior  :  the  imitations  of  Congrcve,  though  Johnfoxi  allows 
him  no  other  merit  than  that  of  a  play-wright,  poflef»'  the 
fpirit  of  the  original.  Many  others  might  be  added^ 
who,  like  thofe  already  mentioned,  have  tarnifhed,  by  their 
indelicacy,  the  laurels  acquired  by  their  wit.  No  charge  of 
that  kind,  as  may  be  fuppofed,  can  be  urged  againft  the 
prefent  author,  but  we  cannot  compliment  her  very  highly  in 
other  refpe&s.  Her  didion  is  in  general  too  diffufe ;  and 
fometimes  a  languid  fiatnefs  is  fubilitutpd  for  the  eafy  fami- 
liarity requifite  in  fuch  performances. 

*  Florio,  a  youth  of  gay  renown 
Who  figur'd  much  about  the  town/ 

is  defcribed  as  a  young  man  of  fafhion  and  affluent  fortune,  a 
votary  to  the  gaieties  of  life,  without  having  his  principle! 
corrupted  :  but,  to  be  *  deep  in  poet's  corner  wit,*  alid  the 
lounging  charadler  afligned  him,  agrees  rather  with  the  idlers 
of  an  inferior  cail,  than  one  fuppofed  to  be  engaged  in  the 
avocations  of  high  life,  and  whirled  in  the  vortex  of  faihion* 
able  diilipation. 

*  His  mornings  were  not  fpent  in  vice, 
'Twas  lounging,  fauntering,  eating  ice; 

S4  Walk 
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Walk  up  and  down  St.  James's  Arect, 
Full  fifty  times  the  youth  you'd  meet : 
He  hated  caids,  detefted  drinking, 
But  ilroli'd  to  (bun  the  toil  of  thinking.* 
His  faihionably  fceptical  friend  is  more  happily  chara£ler- 
ized :  one  who 

*  full  of  (hallow  doubt  > 

Knew  the  little  fceptic  prattle, 
The  fophift's  paltry  arts  of  battle  j 
TalkM  gravely  of  th'  atomic  dance. 
Of  moral  fitnefs,  fate,  and  chance ; 
Quoted  the  nonfenfe  of  Lucretius, 
StrippM  of  the  charm  which  makes  it  fpecioua  j 
Dropt  hints,  with  wondrous  penetration, 
Againft  the  hiftory  of  creation  ; 
Then  prov'd,  by  argument  circuitous. 
The  combination  was  fortuitous. 
.  Pradtis'd,  to  raife  his  reputation, 
The  trite,  old  trick  of  falfe  citation  ^ 
And  wou'd  from  ancient  authors  quote 
A  fentiment  they  never  wrote.' 

Florio  admires,  but  continues  unfeduced  by  his  coinpaniotj* 
-   *  Much  as  he  priz'd  Bellario*s  wit. 
He  lik'd  not  all  his  notions  yet ; 
He  thought  him  charming,  pleafant,  oddy 
But  hop'd  he  might  believe  in  God.' 

Among  Bellario's  ruling  paflions,  good  eating  is  mentioned 
as  taking  the  lead :  but  from  this  bon  vivant,  and  all  the  de- 
lights of  bon  ton,  Florio  tears  himfelf  reludantly,  to  vifit  an^ 
old  friend  of  his  father's  in  the  country.  His  chara&cr  w 
well  dcfcribed. 

*  A  cheerful  knight,  of  good  cftate, 

Whofe  heart  was  warm,  whofe  bounty  greaW 

At  Chriftmas  ftill  his  oxen  bled. 

With  which  the  grateful  poor  were  fed  ; 

Refentment  vanifli'd  where  he  came, 

And  law-fuits  died  before  his  name ; 

The  old  efteem'd,  the  young  carcfs'd  him^ 

And  all  the  fmiling  village  blefs'd  him.     ' 

Within  his  caille's  Gothic  gate. 

Sate  Plenty,  and  old-falhion'd  State  : 

Sc^arce  Prudence  cou'd  his  bounties  flint ; — 
'   Such  characters  are  out  of  print : 

O  !  wott'd  kind  Heaven,  the  age  to  mead, 

A  new  edition  of  them  fend, 

Before  our  Vottering  caftles  fall. 

And  fwarming  nabobs  feize  on  all  V 
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Sir  Gilbert,  fuch  is  the*  tenightV  name,  fecfeiVBS  Plorio  wiih 
gwat  hofpitality  ;  Oliaj-  hi«  amiable  daughter*,  with  fdme 
ccMtfafiony  having  been  recommended  as  a  wife  to  Florio  by* 
hift  dying  father.— She  fupplies  him  daily  with  a  plain,  but 
plenteous  dinner,  not  at  all  to  his  liking.  What  heightens 
his  difguft,  and  indeed'  it  (eems  an  odd  whim  of  the  young 
lady's,  though  it  is  of  ufe  itt  pointing  the  morale 

*  One  difh  there  was  which  never  failed, 
Celia  with  this  each  gueft  regaVd ; 
'Twas  fimplc  mutton,  roalt  or  boil'd. 
Sole  difh  French  cookery  has  not  fpoii'd/ 

Florio's  complaifance,  and  ihdeed  no  wonder,  fince  he  wat 
treated  fo  much  like  an  Eton  fchool-boy,  was  put  to  a  fevere 
tcft. 

•  He  fcarcc  couM  ftand  the  flender  loin. 
But  fainted  at  the  ample  chine ; 

Yet  ftili  afraid  to  give  offence. 
Or  fhock  his  Celia's  grofler  fenfe. 
Patient  he  yielded  to  his  fate. 
When  good  fir  Gilbert  pil'd  his  plate  ; 
He  bow'd  fubmiffive^  made  no  quedion 
Bat  that  'twas  fovereign  for  digellion'; 
But,  fuch  was  his  unlucky  whim, 
It  never  wou*d  agree  with  him.' 

Imaginary  banquets,  and  the  form  of  Weltje,  their  great  ar- 
tificer, rife  before  his  dreams  ;  and  irf  fpight  of  Celia's  charmi/ 
to  which  he  is  not  totally  infenfible,  he  feels  himfelf  in  a  ver/ 
uncomfortable  iituation.  A  letter  from  Bellario  caufes  him  xof 
haflen  his  departure  : 

^  Announcing  the  fuprerae  delight^ 

Preparing  for  a  certain  night. 

By  Flavia  fair,  return'd  from  France^ 

Who  took  him  captive  at  a  glance  ; 

The  invitations  all  were  given  ! 

Five  hundred  cards  I— a  little  heaven  !— 

A  dinner  firfl— he  wou'd  prefent  him,^ 

And  begg'd  that  nothing  might  preveAt  him.' 

He  quits  fir  Gilbert  in  an  aukward  abrupt  manner,  leaving^ 
him  not  thoroughly  plcafed  with  his  guefl,  nor  Celia  quite 
fatisfied  with  her  lover. — Florio,  *  having  feaftcd  his  mind'  with 
the  idea  of  coming  jt)ys,  is  now  introduced  by  his  friend  to 
Flavia,  who  we  find  had  won  his  heart  by  the  excellency  of 
h^x  entertainments.     He  recommends  to  Florio 

*  to  fhow 

How  far  true  friendfhip's  povirer  cou'd  goy* 

9  ape- 
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a  peculiar  difh  of  fuperior  flavour ;  but  the  youth,  by  having  . 
cat  too  much  of  Cclia's  mutton,  or  from  fome  other  caofe  not 
mentioned,  finds  that  he  has  loft  all  relifh  for  thefe  artificial 
compofitions.     He  feems,  however,  half-a(hamed  upon  the 
occafion. 

*  A  little  warp  his  tafte  had  gain'd. 
Which,  unperceiv'd,  till  now,  remained ; 
For  from  himfelf  he  wou'd  conceal 

The  change  he  did  not  chufe  to  feel ; 

He  almoft  wifliM  he  cou'd  be  picking 

An  unfophifticated  chicken  ; 

And  when  he-cafl  his  eyes  around. 

And  not  one  iimple  morfel  found, 

O  give  me,  was  his  fecret  wiih, 

Ivly  charming  Celia's  Handing  di(h  !* 
The  culinary  allufion  will  poflibly  excite  rifiWe  emotions  in 
fome  of  our  readers ;  but  we  proceed  with  all  gravity  to  in- 
form them,  that  Florio  having  eluded  the  artifices  of  Flavia 
to  *  ileal  his  heart,'  is  not  fo  fuccefsful  in  defending  his  purfe, 
on  which  fhe  levies  very  heavy  contributions.  Determined  to 
be  no  longer  duped  in  fuch  a  manner, 

*  He  rofe,  indignant,  to  attend 
The  fummbns  of  a  ruin'd  friend. 
Whom  keen  Bellario's  arts  betray 
To  all  the  depths  of  defperate  play,* 

Florio  views  his  diftrefs  with  horror,  and  pafles  a  fleeplefs 
night,  mufing  on  Celia,  and  his  friend's  calamity.  In  the 
morning,  attracted  by  the  title,  he  takes  up  the  Idler  to  di- 
vert his  thoughts.  Bellario  is  announced,  but  refufed  ad- 
mittance ;  and  he,  determines  not  to  attend  his  and  Flavia's 
nuptials,  which  were  fixed  for  the  following  day.  Refleding 
en  the  fuperior  charms  of  Celia,  he  forms  a  fudden  refolution 
of  vifiting  and  paying  his  addrefies  to  her  j  is  received  with 
joy  by  the  old  knight  and  lady  ;  partakes  of  a  dinner,  in  which 

*  He  thought  her  Wedgwood  had  been  feve,' 

with  the  utmofl  fatisfadion :  quite  cured  of  his  tafte  for  kick- 
ihaws, 

*  Florio  had  now  forgot  to  wi(h 
For  aught  bofides  the  (landing  difli*' 

He  drinks  port  and  talks  politics  with  the  knight,  takes  long 
walks  with  the  daughter,  and  perceives  that  the  beauties  of 
nature  confute  the  logic  of  atheifls.  Cupid,  to  the  great  fur- 
prize  of  Hymen,  attends  their  nuptials,  which  are  celebrated 
on  tlie  fame  day  that  a  divorce  takes  place  between  Bellario 
and  Flavia.     The  inference  is  as  foUows, 

«  Reader! 
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«  Reader !  thy  clemency  to  court, 
Tho'  long  the  tale,  the  moral't  (hort  ; 
Yet  dare  I,  frite  of  critic  fatire^ 
Suppofe  the  Aanding  di(h  good-nature  V 

We  are  not  of  the  clafs  of  critics  who  would  iatirize  or 
find  any  fault  with  fo  excellent  and  moral  a  difli ;  and  to  cany 
on  this  ingenious  lady's  alluiion,  we  advife  all  huihands  to 
feed  heartily,  if  it  is  provided  for  them  by  the.  wives  of  their 
boibm.  They  may  meet  with  greater  variety  at  other  cables, 
but  none  fo  eaiy  of  digeftion,  or  of  fuch  exquiiite  flavour. 
Falfe  and  jaded  appetites  alone  receive  pleafure,  which  muft  > 
finally  end  in  naufea  and  difguft^  from  the  unwholefbme  food, 
haihed,  ftewed,  and  difguifed  a  thoufand  ways,  of  other  fe- 
male proveditors,  though  cooks  by  profeiCon  :  but  fuch  a  di(h 
as  Celiacs,  however  often  (trvcA  up,  will,  to  all  unvitiated 
palates,  conftantly  create  an  '  increafe  of  appetite/ 

The  fecond  poem,  we  are  told,  and  we  (hould  have  been 
otherwife  fufficiently  puzzled  .in  rcfpedl  to  its  appellation, 
*  owes  its  birth  and  name  to  the  millake  of  a  foreigner  of 
diftindion,  who  gave  the  literal  appellation  of  the  Bcu-blm^ 
to  a  fmall  party  of  friends,  who  had  been  fbmetimes  called, 
by  way  of  pleafantry,  the  Blue  Stockings.*  We  are  likewiie 
informed  its  publication  was  not  originally  intended,  but  that 
it  is  cow  offered  to  the  world,  iefl,  as  the  author  modeftl/ 
expreifes  herfelf,  <  it  fhould  ileal  into  it  in  a  ilate  of  Itili 
greater  imperfediion.'  Whatever  opinion  mifs  Moore  may 
entertain  of  this  performance,  we  think  it  reflets  infinitely 
more  credit  on  her  genius  and  abilities  than  that  which  pre- 
cedes it.  Though  we  certainly  lofe  much  from  our  ignorance 
of  many  charadlers  and  circum fiances  to  which  alluiions  are 
made,  the  perufal  has  given  us  great  entertainment.  Sound 
fenfe^  and  agreeable  pleafantry,  is  every  where  viable ;  and 
the  following  apoilrophe  will  jultify  our  opinion. 

*  Hail  Converfatlon,  heav'nly  fair. 
Thou  blifs  of  life,  and  balm  of  care ! 
Call  forth  the  long-forgotten  knowlege 
Of  fchool,  of  travel,  and  of  college  ! 
For  thee,  beil  folace  of  his  toil ! 
The  fage  confumes  his  midnight  oil ; 
And  keeps  late  vigils,  to  produce 
Materials  for  thy  future  ufe. 
If  none  behold,  ah  !  wherefore  fair  } 
Ah  !  wherefore  wife,  if  none  mull  hear  ? 
Oar  intelle&ual  ore  mufl  ihine. 
Not  flumber^  idly,  in  the  mine* 

a  Let 
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Let  Education's  moral  mint 

The  nobleft'images  jmprint ; 

Let  Tafte  her  curioos  touchftoile  hofd. 

To  try  if  ft^ndard  be  the  goJd  ; 

But  'tis  thy  commerce,  Converfatiorii 

Mull  give  it  ufe  by  circulation  ; 

That  nobleft  commerce  of  mankind, 

Whofe  precious  merchandize  is  Mind  1' 


Ancient  Seottijh  Poems.     In   Tivo    Volumes     (Continued,  front 
Page  176  J 

•^lirTE  left  our  enterprifing  author  at  the  commencement  of  . 
^^     the  Lift  of  Scottifh  Poets:  in  this  part  he  does  not 
forget  his  ufual  manner,  and  we  difcover  it  in  the  threfliold. 

*  In  the  following  lift,  the  poets  who  wrote  in  Latin  ard 
emitted  ;  and  it  were  certainly  no  lofs,  if  all  the  works  of 
modern  Latin  poets  were  thrown  into  the  flames.  When  a- 
Scottiihman  gives  up  Buchanan,  who  is  ranked  by  the  Scaligers, 
and  others  ot  the  firft  name,  next  to  the  writers  of  the  Auguf-^ 
tian  period,  and  before  even  the  later  Roman  poets  f  furelyno 
objection  need  be  made  againft  this  general  cenfure  by  thofe  of 
any  other  nation,.'  ' 

Again^  Barbonr's  Life  of  King  Bruce,  is  faid  to  be  a  poem^ 
*  like  the  Iliad,  founded  pn  real  fafts.'     The  poetry  of  thi» 
author  is  reprefented  to  be  as  fmooth  as  that  of  Chaucer,  with  . 
great  defcriptive  and  expreflive  powers  ;  •  his  information  ad- 
mirable, his  fentiments  noble  and  humane.'    £cce  (ignoni  I 

*  O  hou  fredom  is  nobil  thyng  ! 
For  it  maks  men  to  haif  iyking* 
Fredom  all  folace  to  men  givis  : 
He  lives  at  eis  that  frelie  livis* 
A  nobil  hart  may  haf  na  eis. 
Nor  nocht  als  that  may  it  plei«y 
If  fredom  fale.*— 

We  acknowledge,  with  Mr.  Warton,  that  his  ftrain  of  ve#- 
fification,  exprcflion,  and  poetical  images,  is  far  above  his 
age ;  but  Mr.  Pinker  ton  is  born  to  raife  the  humbje  and 
deprefs  the  proud.  We  are  by  no  means  of  his  opinion^ 
when  he  afierts  that  Dunbar  furpaffes  Chaucer  in  humour^ 
poetry,  and  knowledge  of  life.  This  is  the  aftertion  of  an 
author  who  afFe€ts  not  to  feel,  and,  by  a  regular  attempt,  en* 
deavours  to  detra^  from  the  iimple  beauties  of  the  Gentle 
Shepherd* 

Quid 
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*  Qmd  autem 
C^cilio  plautoque  dablt  Romanu?)  ademptum 
Virgilio  varioque  V 
The  lift  is  pretty  fall,  and  contains  much  informatiob  oil 
fubjeds  which  are  not  ufually  examined  in  colledlions  of  thii 
Jcind.     To  the  merit  of  Gawin  Douglas  Mr.  Pinkerton  pays 
.deferved  tribute;  and  the  lives  of  fir  David  Lindfay  and  fir 
James  Inglis  are   written,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  very 
intelligently  and  properly.     We  cannot  admit  of  the  writer's 
cxcufe,  in  a  fubfequent  article,  for  indecent  language  :  one 
argument  is  remarkable.     Nothing  excites  vice  fo  much  as 
low  ideas  of  human  nature ;  but  if  fh^me  and  infamy  are  at- 
tached to  our  origin,  this  muft  infpire  us  with  the  loweft  ;  To 
that  *  thofe  (thefe)  nice  writers,  while  they  are  preaching  vir- 
tue, are,  from  their  ignorance,   opening  the  door  to  every 
vice.'    Jt  would  not  be  very  difficult  to  deteft  the  fophiftry  of 
this  argument ;  but  it  is  fufficient  to  alledge,  that,  while  de- 
corum and  good- breeding  have  drawn  the  line,  while  virtuous 
innocence  feels  a  pain  from  any  breach  of  their  didates,  it  it 
mean,  unmanly,  and  ungenerous,  to  ilep  out  of  the  paths  of 
decency  :  the  coward  only  attacks  the  unrefifting*     There  is 
another  fophifm  on  this  fubjedl,  which  does  not  deferve  a  re- 
mark. *    Decency  is  fynonymous  with  falliion.    Were  it  the 
fafhion  to  go  naked,  it  would  be  indecent  to  wear  cloaths. 
What  has  fenfe  to  do  with  faihion  ?' — In  fpite  of  all  thofe  cu- 
j-ious  arguments,  we  muft  ftill  alledge,  that  Mr.  Pinkerton  hat 
introduced  fome  improper  poems  into  this  colledion,  and  that 
his  choice  will  not  add  to  the  opinion  which  the  wife  and  good 
may  form  of  his  head  or  his  heart.   His  irreligion,  we  give  it  the 
fofteft  term,  is  equally  reprehenfible.     It  may  wear  the  fem- 
blancci  of  a  bold  originality,  of  a  fpirited  difdain  of  fervile 
chains,  and  may  captivate  the  young  mind  :  it  has  captivated 
many  by  a  glaring  outfide.     Yet  no  one,  who  did  tot  volun- 
tarily (hut  his  eyes,  was  long  blind  to  the  momentous  truths 
pf  religion  ;  and  a  time  will   certainly  come,  when  he  will 
wiih  many  paiTages  of  this  kind,  in  his  different  works,  had 
never  appeared.     We  do  not  now  mean  to  appeal  to  his  rea- 
fon  :  it  is  an  improper  place,  and  it  probably  would  be  an 
ufelefs  tafk.— 'We  wifh  to  appeal  to  his  heart,  and  toreprefcnt 
to  him  that,  while  mifery  dwells   on  future  profpedb  as  a  re« 
compence,  while  virtue  look?  to  another  world  as  a  bright 
reward,  whatever  his  own  opinions  may  be,  it  is  cruel  todafll 
the  cup  of  happinefs  with  a  doubt,  or  to  fnatch  it  fromclisi 
hands  by  a  confident  aflertion.      We  would  appeal  to  him  as  a 
{jealous  candidate  for  fame^  and  aik  him  from  whom  he  ex* 
i>e^s  to  obtain  it  ?  from  the  villain^  who  is  unwilling  to  be- 

licve. 
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tieire,  bcoiufe  he  dcfpairs  of  forgivcnef3  for  his  Crime»i  from 
the  forward  and  impetuous  youth,  who  has  no  time  for 
thodght,  no  leifure  for  examination,  and  no  capacity  to  {tQ\  > 
from  the  fclfilh  fccptic,  who  looks  not  beyond  his  own  circle, 
and  feeling  no  particular  wants  which  he  cannot  gratify,  fuf* 
pedb  that  no  fuperior  power  is  required  to  fupport  him  ?  To 
thefc  he  muft  be  left  to  fill  his  fcanty  meafure  of  reputation  : 
the  philofophcr  will  look  beyond  him  as  the  meteor  of  a  mi- 
nute ;  the  benevolent  man  will  pity  him,  and  pafs  over  on  the 
other  iide.  Think,  then,  Mr.  Pinkerton,  in  time  !  we  have 
already  told  you  that,  with  talents  to  gain  applaufe,  and  en^ 
fore  eiieem,  you  will  be  looked  on  as  the  fummer-iiy,  gazed 
at  for  a  moment,  and  enquired  for  no  more,  if  you  do  not 
forget  thofe  habits  on  which  you  vainly  endeavour  to  build 
your  future  fame.— We  mull  now  pafs  on  to  the  poems. 

The  firfi  in  the  colledion,  except  an  Allegorical  Poem,  by 
G.  Douglas,  are  thofe  by  Dunbar  ;  and  we  Ihall  fcled  a  fhort 
one  from  this  reputed  rival  of  Chaucer. 

*  Swcit  rois  of  vertew  and  of  gentilnes ; 
I)e]ytfom  lyllie  of  everie  luftines. 
Richeft  in  bontie,  and  in  bewtie  cleir» 
And  every  vertew  that  [to  hevin]  is  deir. 
Except  onlie  that  ye  ar  mercyles. 

•  Into  your  garthe  (garden)  this  day  I  did  perfew, 
Thair  faw  I  tlouris  that  frcfche  wer  of  hew  ; 

Bay  the  quhyte  and  rid  moll  luftye  (lovely)  wer  to  fyne : 
And  halfum  berbis  upone  flaJkis  grene. 
Yet  leif  nor  flour  fy nd  could  I  nane  of  rtw. 

«  I  doute  that  Merche,  with  his  cauld  blaftis  kejoe^ 

Fles  (lane  this  gentill  herbe,  that  I  of  mene  ; 

Quhois  petewus  deithe  dois  to  my  hart  He  pane, 

That  I  wald  vrak  (wreck,  be  ruined)  to  plant  his  rute 

agane. 
So  confortand  his  leves  unto  me  bene.' 

The  ne}Qt  fet  contains  poems  by  various  authors ;  that  on 
the  *  Praifes  of  Women,*  by  Arbuthnot,  contains  many  elo*. 
gant  compliments  to  the  fair.  The  Sonnet  by  James  VI.  is 
only  remarkable  for  having  been  written  by  a  royal  author. 
There  is  another  of  a  fimilar  kind  by  Darnley,  publifhed  from 
the  Banatyne  MS.  by  lord  Hailes.  We  fhall  tranfcribe  the 
firft  ftanaa  of  the  former. 

*  Sen  thocht  is  frie  think  quhat  thow  will 
O  troublit  hairt !  to  eis  thy  paine, 
Thocht  unrevelit  can  do  na  ill ; 
Bot  words  pail  out  cummis  not  againe^ 

Be 
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Be  cairfttl  ayfor  to  invent 
The  way  to  get  thy  awin  intent.' 
Both  the  poems  by  various  authors,  and  the  next  colledlion 
by  unknown  ones,  contain  many  beautiful,  and  often  harmo- 
nious verfes.    They  are  chiefly  of  the  elegiac  and  moral  kind  ; 
but,  in  the  iaft  coliedion,  a  few  political  ballads  are  alfo  in* 
ferted.     The  following  ftanzas  contain  a  more  pointed  and 
elegant  allufion,  expreiTed  in  a  more  expreilive  concife  man* 
ner  than  we  commonly  perceive  in  old  poems. 
*  The  Reids  in  the  Loch  fay  ; 
'  «  Thoch  raging  llormes  move  us  to  fchaik  ; 

And  wind  mak  waters  us  owrflow  : 
We  yield  thairto,  but  doe  not  brek. 
And  in  the  calm  unbent  we  grow. 
•  So,  baneift  men,  (thoch  princes  raigc,) 
And  prifoners,  be  not  difpartt. 
Abyde  the  [blafl]  quhill  that  it  fuaige: 
For  tyme  iic  caufis  hes  reparit.* 

The  Lines  addrefled  alfo  to  mifs  Mary  Maitland,  feemingly 
written  on  a  paper- book,  are  eafy  and  poetical :  one  or  two 
paiTages  are  not  quite  fo  elegantly  expreiTed  as  could  be  wilhed, 
in  an  addrefs  to  a  poetefs,  and  the  tranfcriber  of  the  Maitland 
manufcript. 

Next  follow,  Poems  by  Sir  Richard  Maitland,  the  coUedor 
of  the  manufcript,  whofe  life  is  written  among  thofe  of  the 
Scotch  poets,  in  the  lift  prefixed.  Sir  Richard's  lines  are 
moral  and  religious  rather  than  poetical.  Many  of  thefe  are 
only  ftrings  of  independent  maxims  ;  and  fir  Richard  has,  ia 
one  place,  told  us,  that  in  thefe  eight  lines  you  may  begin  at 
*  ony  nuke  you  like,'  (any  corner)  and  read  backward  or  for- 
\vord,  and  you  will  find  the  fame  fenfe  and  rhyme.  The 
poems  were  chiefly  written  in  his  old  age,  when  his  fight  was 
decaying ;  and  fome  of  them  were  dictated  to  his  daughter 
after  he  was  blind.     What  a  beautiful  fubjed  for  a  picture  ! 

The  poems  which  follow,  are  eulogies  on  fir  Richard  Mait-^ 
land/  and  his  fecond  fon,  afterwards  lord  Thirlflane.  The 
fecond  epitaph,  by  Hudfon,  is  highly  beautiful,  and  morally 
inflrudive.  In  the  lad  line,  hia^  children  are  called  *  nuorthU 
impsJ  The  two  fragments  which  conclude  the  coUedlion  are 
of  little  confequence. ' 

The  notes  are  full  of  curious  circuroftances ;  but,  as  they 
relate  chiefly  to  the  work,  we  cannot  eafily  feled  any  part  of 
them,  except  it  be  of  a  more  general  kind.  ,The  following 
paiTage  is  fpirited  ;  but  our  author  has  left  out  of  the  queftion, 
the  power  of  the  whole  kingdom  of  France,  which  was  almoft 
conllantly  exerted^  though  in  xpany  indances  indirefUy,  iiv 
/their  favour. 

•  It 
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Mt  IS  here  that  Froifart  mentions  that  inftance  of  the  Scotiih 
hardihood  in  war,  their  ufing  caldrons  made  of  untanned  lea* 
.ther  to  boil  their  meat,  which  was  eaten  half  raw.  This  'may 
rather  be  called  an  inftance  of  poverty  by  fome  who  love  to  re- 
proach the  Scots  for  poverty,  which  is  in  fa6t  no  roproach  at 
all,  if  it  is  not  produced  by  folly  or  knavery.  Our  London 
authors  of  Grub-ilreet,  who  have  not  a  ihirt  to  their  backs, 
Mrarm  and  amufe  themfelves  with  railing  againft  the  poverty  of 
Scotland  ;  never  ^nce  reflefting  that  there  cannot  be  a  higher 
praife  than  for  a  kingdom  without  wealth  to  have  maintained  3 
conftant  rivalfhip  with  England,  at  that  period  the  moft  power- 
fnl  kingdom  in  Europe.  The  poorer-Scotland  was,  »he  more 
applaufe  muft  be  given  to  her  valour  and  condud.  Say  fhe  had 
nothing  at  all,  and  you  proclaim  her  the  firft  of  kingdoms.' 

The  reft  of  the  note  is  highly  ludicrous  ;  and  we  ought,  in 
juftice  to  our  author,  to  infert  it. 

*  Allow  me  to  add  a  rilible  blander  of  Froifart,  who,  in 
the  next  fentence  or  two,  tells  us,  that,  upon  entering  the  de* 
ferted  camp  of  the  Scots,  the  Englith  found  fome  prifonerg 
whofe  legs  were  broken;  '*  fi  les  deflierent,  fays  he,  et  ks 
laiflerent  aller,'  they  unbound  them,  and  let  them  go.  It  may 
be  thought  they  would  not  go  far.  This  ground  feems  indeed 
to  be  fatal  to  the  common  fenfe  of  hillorians.  Hear  Hume; 
•*  Edward,  on  entering  the  place  of  the  Scottifh  encampment, 
found  only  fix  Englifhmen*  whom  the  enemy,  after  breaking 
their  legs,  had  tied  to  trees,  in  order  to  prevent  their  carrying 
any  intelligence  to  their  countrymen."  Hift.  vol.  ii.  p  375, 
cd.  1782,  with  his  laft  corrections.  What  are  we  to  think  * 
Why  that  the  prifoners  were  bound  to  trees,  but  that  the  break- 
ing of  their  legs  was  a  mere  holUle  hyperbole,  a  figure  of 
fpeech,  of  which  a  thoufand  indances  might  be  given  from  the 
hiflory  of  laft  war.  Froifart  is  never  lirea  of  fpeaking  of  the 
unparalleled  generofity  of  the  Ei  glifli  and  Scot^ilh  wars:  fee  his 
admirable  account  of  the  battle  of  Otterbum.  Was  the  moft 
barbarous  adion  that  could  be  committed,  a  proof  of  genero- 
fity ?  Were  William,  earl  of  Douglas,  and  Thomas  Randel, 
carl  Murray,  men  to  commit  fuch  an  action  ?' 

We  muft  commend  Mr.  Pinkerton,  for  not  explaining  the 
obfcene  palTages ;  and  we  Ihall  not  point  them  out,  even  to 
reprehend  them  ;  but  he  again  returns  to  his  defence,  though 
with  no  greater  fuccefs. 

In  the  Appendix,  our  author  gives  fome  account  of  the 
contents  of  the  Maitland  MSS.  in  folio  and  quarto,  formerly 
in  the  pofTeffion  of  Mr.  Pepys..  He  points  out  thofe  poems 
which  were  publilhed  either  by  Allan  Ramfay  or  lord  Hailes, 
thofe  which  are  contained  in  his  own  work,  as  well  as  thofe 
which  arc  ftill  unpublifjied,  and,  in  his  opinion,  which,  from 
the  fpecimens,   appear  well  fojindcd,    do  not  defer ve  to  bs 

pjrinted* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


PhKxPs  JnecJofes  $/  tht  latt  Hr.  Jahnfri^  'if  3 

printed.  In  the  coarfe  of  tliis  account  he  gives  a  mofe  coiw 
reft  copy  of  •  Chrift's  Kirk  on  the  Green*  than  we  have  ytt 
feen.  The  next  article  in  the  Appendix  is  a  liH  of  tht 
poems  in  the  Banatyne  MS*  with  marks  to  diilinguiih  thofe 
which  have  been  printed.  The  greater  number  feem  to  ht 
yet  unpublifhed ;  but  we  have  no  great  deiire  to  fee  them,  if 
we  can  judge  from  their  titles.  About  iifty-five  pieces  art 
common  to  this  and  the  Maitland  folio. 

A  reftoration  of  fome  pafTages  in  the  Life  of  Wallac#,  and 
a  ballad  againft  the  Scotch,  written  upon  the  execution  of  fir 
Simon  FraKeri  an.  1306^  then  follow;  but  on  thefe  we  heed 
not  enlarge.  The  *  Scraps  concerning  old  Scoti(h  fongs'  art 
amufiog :  bat  the  legend  of  St.  Serf,  from  the  Winton  Ghro^ 
nicle,  is  duUoefs  it(eif.  The  reigns  of  Duncan  and  Macbeth, 
from  the  fame  fource,  are  only  intere|hng  as  they  are  con- 
ne^ed  with  the  play  of  Shakfpeare. 

A  gloflary  then  follows,  and  after  it  an  explanation  of  fomt 
phrafes  and  words,  which  lord  Hailes  did  not  underftand  ;  aad 
a  lift  of  others,  for  the  labours  of  future  gloffarifts,  (tnce  their 
meaning  is  not  yet  clear.  On  the  whole,  as  an  editor.  w6 
think  our  author  has  fucceeded  well.  In  his  Introdadtion  and 
Notes  we  have  freely  pointed  out  errors,  errors  of  the  greatcft 
confequence,  as  they  are  connedbed  with  our  deareft  interells. 
He  promifes,  in  different  parts  of  his  work,  very  voluminodl 
publications  in  the  fanie  line.  We  ftill  retain  fo  much  regard 
for  his  abilities,  as  to  wifh  that  he  may  avoid  thefe  faults,  and 
iender  his  future  volumes  equally  inilru^ve  and  lefs  except 
tionable. 


W^ 


Anecdotes  of  tbi  lati  Samuel  John/on^  LL.  D,  During  t be  lafi  * 
Tijuenty  Tears  of  bis  Life.  Bj  Heftber  Lyncb  Piozxi.  Small 
8a;0.  4/.  Cadell. 
rH  AT !  another  colle6^ion  of  memorabilia  ?  Yes,  another^ 
and  another  ftill  fucceeds,  and  each  ihall  receive  a  wel- 
come proportioned  to  its  deferts.  Let  not  the  faftidious  critic 
exclaim,  that  thefe  frequent  repetitions,  thefe  accumulated 
colleftjons  of  the  fayings  of  one  iflan,  difplay  ofily  an  eager 
credulity  in  the  reader,  or  mifapplied  attention  in  the  author. 
We  muft  look  fl^rther,  and  (hall  then  tell  hini^that  we  have 
hitherto  feen  Dr.  Johnfon  through  a  mift,  which^  like  dulnefs^ 
has  enlarged  his  attainments,  and  exaggerated  hi^  powers. 
Anecdotes  of  this  kind  bring  us  neatrer  to  the  objedb,  and  dif^ 
pel  the  magic  cloud  which  difguifed  it.  The  admirers^  of  thd 
ColoiTus,  who  gazed  at  a  diftance,  may  (hudder  at  this  un- 
hallowed invafion  of  the  (hrine  of  their  deity  ^  but  they'  need 
not  be  apprehensive:  Dr.  Johnfon  will  retain,  after  every  aU 
Vol*.  LXL  Mar€b»  1786.  T  Jowance 
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lowance  has  been  made,  enough  to  fatlsfy  his  rational  fnends. 
The  lady  who  engaged  to  write  Anecdotes  relating  to  hinx^ 
^nd  began  to  write  his  Life,  though  fhe  has  concluded  witli 
Anecdotes  only  ;  this  lady  was  ipany  years  his  friend  ;  to  her 
attentive  care  he  owed  the  pontinuatipn  of  his  exiflencC;,  or, 
what  was  of  more  confequence,  his  reafon  ;  in  her  fociety, 
ynany  years  were  fpent  in  the  mod  undifguifed  and  open  man- 
ner; and,  if  we  except  the  laft  caufe  of  their  fcparation,. 
feemingly  with  vmremitted,  with  unrefervcd  frien4%ip-  To 
her,  therefore,  the  office  of  preferving  his  fentiments  pult 
peculiarly  belong ;  efpecially,  if  we  add  to  her  care  in  obferv- 
ing,  that  fhe  poiTeiTed  abilities  to  diflingui(h  the  propriety  anci 
the  juflnefs  of  his  remarks.  . 

Our  readers  want  not  now  a  charafter  of  Johnfon  ;  the  pre«r 
fent  likenefs  is  not  a  finifhed  piece,  but  it  is  a  chara^teriflic 
iketch,  which  often  conveys  ipore  information  than  the  iinell 
painting.  We  (hall  enlarge  on  the  more  ftriking  outlines; 
and  our  repia|-4c8  ihall  be  ill  nitrated  by  Mfs.  Piozzi's  work; 
|n  this  way,  w€  ihall  preferve  fu^cient  fpecimens  of  her  perv 
Ibrmance. 

'  Mr*  Johnfon  ^ad  never,  by  his  own  account,  been  a  clofe 
ftudent,  and  ufed  to  advife  young  people  never  to  he  without  4 
lK>ok  iQ. their  pocket,  to  be  read  at  bye- times,  when  they  ha4 
liothing*  elfe  to  do*  "  It  has  been  by  that  means  (faid  he  to  4 
l)oy  at  pur  houfe  one  day)  that  all  my  knowledge  has  beei; 
gained,  ei^^ep^  what  \  have  picked  up  by  running  about  the 
world  wUh  Ql/  vits  ready  to  obferve,  and  my  tongue  ready  tq 
talkv  A  inaii  is  feldoni  in  a  humour  to  unlock  his  book-cafe, 
fet  his  4eik  11)  order,  ^nd  betake  himfelf  to  ferious  fludy  ;  but 
a  retentive  memory  will  do  fomething,  and  a  fellow  ihall  have 
firange  credit-given  bim,  if  he  can  but  recollect  llriking paf- 
fages  from  di^fent  books,  keep  the  authors  feparate  in  his 
iiead^  and  bring  his  flock  of  knowledge  artfully  into  play  ; 
how  elfe  (added  he}  do  the  gamefters  manage  when  they  play  fop 
fDorc  money  than  ihey  arc  worth  ?^  His  Pldionary,  however, 
^ould  npr,  one  would  think,  )iave  been  written  by  running  up 
and  down  \  but  he  really  did  not  coniid^r  it  as  a  great  per- 
form4ncc ;  find  ufed  to  fay,  ^s  th^t  he  might  have  done  it  eafily 
in  two  yearS|  h^^  W\  hi§  hpalth  re^eiv^d  feve/^l  i)^ocks  dMrin^ 
^t  nme,*' 

It  is  from  thefe,  and  fimilar  circumftances,  that  this  lady 
thinks  Pr,  Johnfon  owed  more  to  genius  than  to  iti^dy^  We 
|n^ft  i:hange  the  terms,  A  vigorous  comprehen five  inind,  i| 
f:lear  recollection,  ^nd  a  retentive  memory,  may  perform| 
lyithoiit  mpch  ftll4y»  ev^ry  thiqg  attributed  to  Dr*  Johnfon j; 
)>ut  ^hefe  talents  deferve  not  the  name  of  genius,  which  a| 
J^^fl  requires,  if  not  invention,  a  new  ^nd  original  CQmbi? 
^V^^e  W^icb  we  ^eeH  fQf»  in  vain,  in  the  Kambieri 
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The  lady's  opinion  gains  additions^ Torce»  from  his  great 
fondnefs  Tor  converfation.  In  his  later  days,  we  need  not  en* 
quire  into  the  reafon  of  it ;  for  the  fubmiifive  attention  wixh 
'which  his  dictates  were  received,  moft  have  been  highly  pleaf* 
ing  to  a  mind  fufceptible  of  flattery;  and,  by  bis  own  con- 
feOion,  he  had  this  failing.  Yet,  in  earlier  life,  the  fondnefs 
for  converfation  was  probably  acquired  ;  fince  the  reclufe  flu* 
dent  can  rarely  attain,  in  his  more  advanced  year^,  the  quali- 
fications for  it  which  John  Ton  poflefled.  Befides,  we  perceive 
an  acutenefs,  a  difcrimination  in  his  obfervations,  which  are 
acquired  only  by  a  confiderable  intercourfe  with  fociety. 

The  great  attention  which  was  always  paid  to  Ihio,  added 
a  feverity  and  defpotifm  to  his  manner,  which  feem  to  have 
been  always  void  either  of  grace  or  elegance*  For  many  of 
the  fpceches  which  Mrs.  Piozzi  has  recorded,  he  deferved  to 
be  expelJed  from  fociety,  if  he  had  not  a  power  of  com  pen* 
fating  for  his  errors,  by  the  moral  rectitude  of  his  lifd,  and 
the  chearing  falutary  tendency  of  his  precepts.  We  ihall  fer 
leA  one  or  two  of  the  many  inflances  with  which  this  work 
abounds, 

'  Mr.  Johnfon  did  not  like  any  one  who  faid  they  were  hap« 
py,  or  who  faid  any  one  elfe  was  fo.  *'  It  is  all  cant  (he  would 
cry),  the  dog  knows  he  is  miferable  all  the  time/*  A  friend 
whom  he  loved  exceedingly!  told  him  on  fome  occasion  not* 
wichftanding,  that  his  wife's  fider  was  really  happy,  and  called 
upon  the  lady  to  confirm  his  affertion*  which  ihe  did  fomewhat 
roundly  as  we  fay,  and  with  an  accent  and  manner  capable  of 
offending  Mr.  Johnfon,  if  her  pofition  had  not  been  fu0icienc, 
without  any  thing  more,  to  put  him  in  very  ill-humour.  ^'  If 
your  fifter-in-law  is  really  the  contented  being  flic  profeiTe^  her- 
felf|  fir  (faid  he),  her  life  gives  the  lie  to  tvtxy  refearch  of 
humanity ;  for  fhe  is  happy  without  health,  without  beauty, 
without  money,  and  witnout  underftanding."  This  flory  he 
told  me  himfelf ;  and  when  I  exprefled  fomething  of  the  horror 
I  felt,  ^*  The  fame  ftupidity  (faid  he)  which  jfrompted  her  to 
eixtol  felicity  flie  never  felt,  hindered  her  from  feeling  what 
ihocks  you  on  repetition.  I  tell  you,  the  woman  is  ugly,  and 
iickly,  and  foolilh,  and  poor ;  and  would  it  not  make  a  man 
hang  himfelf  to  hear  fach  a  creature  fay  it  was  happy  V 

Again, 

'  The  Lincolnihire  lady  who  (hewed  him  a  grotto  (he  had 
been  making,  came  off  no  better  as  I  remember :  Would  it 
not  be  a  pretty  cool  habitation  in  fummer  ?  faid  ihe».  Mr.  John- 
fon !  '*  I  think  it  would,  madam  (replied  he),'i-for  a  toad.'* 

Once  more, 

*  Mr.  Johnfon's  hatred  of  the  Scotch  it  (b  well  known,  and 
fo  many  of  his  hcnt  mcts^  exprcffive  of  that  hatred,  have  been 
already  repeated  in  fo  many  books  and  pamphlets,  that  'tis  per<- 
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^aps  fcarcejy  worth  while  to  write  down  the  converAitkin  be « 
'tween  him  and  a  friend  of  that  nation,  who  always  refides  iti 
London,  and  who,  at  his  return  froq>  the  Hebrides,  aiked  him, 
-with  a  firm  tone  of  voice,  what  he  thought  of  his  country/ 
^«  That  it  is  a  very  vile  country,  to  be  fur*,  %  j"  (returned 
for  anfwcr  Dr.  Jphnfon).  Well,  fir !  replies  the  other,  fomc- 
what  mortified,  God  made  it.  ••  Certainly  he  did  (anfwers 
■  Mr.  Johnfon  again) ;  but  we  mud  always  remember  that  he 
made  it  fo^  Scotchmen,  and  comparifons  are  odioas^  Mr.  S— -^j 
bot  G<k1  made  hell." 

For  condafl  of  this  kind  there  can  be  no  excufe :  but  hrs 
karihnefs  was  fometimes  extorted  by  folly  and  impertinence'; 
fometimes  by  a  deficiency  in  the  refped  and  deference  which 
he  always  expedted.  Perhaps  to  this  irritable  temper  we  arc 
indebted  for  a  more  exten five  acquaintance  with  two  excellent 
qualities,  viz.  the  good  humour  with  which  he  fometimes  re- 
turned from  little  temporary  difgufts,  and  difplayed  the 

*  Irafci  celerem,  tamen  ut  placabilis  efiem  / 
find  that  his  public  enemy  was  never  his  private  one ;  that  he 
would  contend  with,  and  fpeak  feverely  of  the  author,  whil^ 
he  would  value  and  eileem  the  man.    An  inftance  of  the  {or- 
mer  kind  is  the  following. 

*  On  another  occafion,  when  he  was  muling  over  the  fire  in 
our  drawing-room  at  Sireatham,  a  young  gentleman  called  to 
'him  fuddenly,  and  I  fuppofe  he  thought  difrefpedfully^  in 
'thefe  words :  Mr.  Johnfon,  would  you  advife  me  to  mairy  i 
^*  I  would  advife  no  man  to  marry,  fir,  (returns  for  anfwer, 
in  a  very  angry  tone,  Dr.  Johnfon),  who  is  not  likely  to  pro- 
pagate underflanding  ;"  and  fo  left  the  room.  Our  companion 
looked  confounded,  I  believe  had  fcarce  recovered  the  con- 
fcioufnefsof  his  own  extflence,  when  Johnfon  came  back,  and 
drawing  his  chair  among  us,  widi  altered  looks  and  a  foftened. 
voice,  joined  in  the  general  chat,  ioienfibly  led  the  converfa- 
tion  to  the  fubjcdl  of  marriage,  where  he  laii^jiimfelf  oat  sn.ft 
diiTertation  fo  ufeful,  fo  elegant,  fo  founded  on  the  true  know- 
ledge of  human  life^  and  fo  adorned  with  beauty  of  fentimem, 
that  no  one  ever  recollected  the  offence,  except  to  rejoice  in  itf 
qonfequences.' 

Of  the  latter,  we  fhalJ  only  obfervc,  that,  after  all  his  vio« 
lence  againft  Oifian,  he  fpoke  refpedlfully  of  Macpherfon. 

Though  with  fo  little  grace  of  manner,  with  fo  little  atten- 
tion to  the  feelings  of  his  companions,  he  prided  himlelf  on  hit 
£ood  breeding.  He  once  owned  '  that  he  had  never  fought  to 
pleafe  till  pad  thirty  years  old  "f  and  we  may  add,  that,  except 
with  particjilar  favourites,  and  for  very  (hort  periods,  never 
attained  it  afterwards. 

He  certainly  poiTefied  little  fenfibility;  yet  his  departed 
friends  he  lamented  with  tendernefs,  though,  in  their  illnei^-^ 
(      .  he 
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le  ftlt  Httlt?i  bedaftfe  he  afeGed  to  believe  they  were  not  in 
dangeh  This  msfy  appear  a  harfh,  and  unjuftifiable  irifinu* 
atioh  ;  fe  that  we  ought  to  give  our  rcafons  for  it.  The  fen- 
iibility  which  can  feel  the  feparadon  muft  necefTarily  dread" 
thcf  approaches  towards  it,  and  lc)ok,  with  terror,  even  on  the 
probability  of  its  happening.  But  Dr.  Johnfon's  mind  was^ 
in  this  refpe^,  pecdiar.  His  rcafon  once  tottered  on  its 
throne  j  and,  though  his  mind  was  in  gcnwal  ftrong  and  com- 
prehenfive,  yet,  oii  the  fnbjed  of  death  and  a  future  ftate, 
his  weaknefs  was  incredibde,  and  his  fuperilitioas  terrors  fre- 
quently deftroyed^  both  his  judgment  and  refolution.  f'rom 
the  fick  bed,  therefore,  he  turned  with  horror  :  his  mind  had 
never  wh611y  recovered  from  the  (hock  it  had  received  ;  nor 
could  he  efcape  the  reproaches  of  his  friends,  or  of  himfelf. 
but  by  denying  that  there  was  caufe  for  appreheniion.  Though 
thefc  reproaches  were  delayed,  they  came  with  double  force 
after  the  event ;  and,  together  with  thofe  feelings  which  the 
thoughts  of  the  dead  always  iilfpired,  produced  very  violent 
effeds :  few  know,  in  eveiv  inllance,  the  fource  of  the  tears 
ihed  by  furvivors. 

With  little  fenfibility,  and  lefs  attention  to  the  conne£bion^ 
and  fituations  of  perfons,  he  would  decry  the  delicacy  often 
neceflkry  in  conferring  a  favour.  From  being  fecluded  in  a 
court,  adjoining  to  a  crowded  ftreet,  he  thought  free  air  of 
little  iervice,  and  had  so.  averfion  to  evercife :  he  felt  little 
pleafiire  from  a  fine  profped,  or  a  (lately  grove  {  the  cafcadtf 
fuggefted  only  the  idea  of  the  fifh  which  might  inhabit  the 
fubjacent  pond  $  and  he  faid,  the  bed  garden  was  that  which 
produced  moft  roots  and  fruit.  Yet  this  is  the  oracle  from 
whom  we  were  taught  to  receive  decided  opinions  on  the 
fnbjeds  of  tafte;*  who  feemed  to  be  himfelf  perfuaded  that 
his  decifiofts  were  feldom  to  be  disputed. 

'  Optat  Ephipia  Bos  pigtfr.' 
Yet  let  us,  with  Mrs,  Piozzi,  conclude,  that  if  all  Kt  faid 
was  rough,  all  he  did  was  gentle.  He  was  the  zealous  friend 
of  the  poor  and  diftrelTed,  though  i native  in  the  little  oiEces 
which  were  riot  of  efiential  fervice  to  thofe  who  requeued 
them.  His  life  con£fted  of  a^  of  virtue,  as  diderent  circum« 
ibinces  called  that  virtue  forth  •  No  m6aa,  wretched,  wicked^^ 
or  nightly  culpable  action  debafed  a  life  adorned  with  every 
moral  excellence,  and,  if  we  accept  hximility,  every  Chriilian<* 
petfedion.  This  is  Mrs.  Pioieaei's  opinion,  and  nearly  het' 
own  words ;  we  (hall  only  add  our  wiihes,-  that  every  reader* 
snay  go  and  do  likewife. 

:   But  we  muft; not  leave  the  fair  author  without  fooie  re- 
marks*   Her  work  is  very  eutertaining,  written  in  a  pleaiingt 

T  J  manner. 
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manner^  and  enlivened  by  the  extemporaneouai  poetical  effii* 
fions  of  her  friend »  which  are  often  executed  with  more  deli- 
cacy and  taile  than  we  fhould  have  expected  from  what  has 
been  finifhed  with  greater  care. 

We  think  the  firft  tranflation  of  the  following  epigram  pe- 
culiarly happy,  and  prefer  it  to  the  many  others  which  follow, 
even  the  more  premeditated  one  of  Johnfon  himfelf*  His 
friend,  however,  thinks  differently. 

*  Sar  ttn  mince  chrydal  l*hyver  conduit  kurs  pas, 
Le  precipice  eft  fous  la  glace ; 

Telle  eft  de  nos  plaifirs  la  legere  furface» 
Gli/Tez  mortels ;  n'appayez  pas«' 

•  O'er  ice  the  rapid  fkaiter  flies, 

.    With  fport  above  and  death  below ; 
Where  mifchief  lurks  in  gay  difguife. 
Thus  lightly  touch  and  quickly  go/ 

Yet  Mfs.  Piozzi  has  her  errors  :  her  friend  would  have  told 
he^,  that  her  Anecdotes  were  too  often  deformed  by  colloquial 
barbarifms,  and  fome  profeftional  allufions;  not  quite  corre£tly 
applied.  *  It  was  fo  comical,*  *  tend  the  put-peniioners,' 
*  all  that  I  could  do,*  *  alembicated  prododions/  *  began  the 
averfioi^,'  with  many  others :  but  we  love  to  haften  through 
an  unpleafing  talk.  If  the  fale  of  heir  work  had  not  been  fo 
uncommonly  rapid,  we  fhould  have  hoped  that  thefe  errors 
would  have  been  corredled  in  another  edition ;  but  the  prefs 
muft  now  move  fafter  than  the  pen*  On  the  fubjedt  of  the 
difagreement,  fhe  '  lightly  touches  and  quickly  goes ;'  but 
her  reafons  are  not  very  fati»fa£tory  :  in  the  little  affairs  of  the 
Jieart,  we  avoid  an  explanation  with  ourfelves  ;  is  it  furpriiing 
then  that  we  avoid  it  with  the  world  ?  It  would  have  been  im- 
pertinent to  hs^ve  eoi^prhicd  into  the  fubje^t,  if  the  lady  had  not. 
introduced  it,  and  a/Tumed  a  foundation^  ^^i^h,  in  the  fame 
volume,  appears  to  be  neither  firm  nor  undifputed* 

Mr.  Thrale,  ihe  tells  us,  could  make  Dr.  Johnfon 

*  Supprefs  many  rough  anfwers  :  he  could  like  wife  prevail  on 
him  to  change  his  (hirt,  his  coat,  or  his  plate,  almoft  before  it 
came  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  the  comfortable  feelings  of  his 
friends :  but  as  I  never  had  any  afcendency  at  all  over  Mr. 
Johnfon,  except  juft  in  the  things  that  concerned  his  health,  it 
grew  extremely  perplexing  and  dilficuk  to  live  in  the  hopfe 
with  him  when  the  mafter  of  it  was  no  more ;  the  ^orfe,  in* 
deedt  becaafe  his  diflikes  grew  ctpricious  ;  and  he  could  fcarce 
bear  to  have  any  botfy  ceme  to  the  houfe  whom  it  was  ahfolutelj  ne^ 
e^ary  for  me  to  fee/ 

Again,     • 

<  I  bad  been  croiTed  in  my  intentions  of  going  abroad,  and 
found  it  convenienti  for  every  reafon  of  health,  peace,  and  pe- 
cuniary 
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cuniary  circumllances,  ^to  retire  to  Bath,  where  I  knew  &f  r^ 
Johnfon  would  not  follow  me,  and  where  I  could,  for  that  rea« 
£>D»  command  fome  little  portion  of  time  for  my  own  ufe ;  a 
thing  impoffible  while  1  remained  at  Streatham  or  at  London^ 
as  my  hours,  carriage*  and  fervants,  had  long  been  at  his  com<* 
mand,  who  would  not  rife  in  the  morning  till  twelve  o'clock^ 
perhaps,  and  oblige  me  to  make  breakfad  for  him  till  the  bell 
rung  for  dinner,  tnough  much  difpleafed  if  the  toilet  was  neg^^ 
ledted,  and  though  much  of  the  time  we  palTed  together  was 
fpent  in  blaming  or  deriding,  very  julUy,  my  neglect  of  ceco-* 
nbmy,  and  walle  of  that  money  which  might  make  many  fa* 
milies  happy.  The  original  reafon  of  our  connection,  his  par*^ 
ticuiarly  difordered  health  and  fpirits,  had  been  long  at  an 
end,  and  he  had  no  other  ailments  than  old  age  and  general 
iniirmity,  which  every  profeflbr  of  medicine  was  ardently  zea- 
lous and  generally  attentive  to  palliate,  and  to  contribute  all 
in  their  power  for  the  prolongation  of  a  life  fo  valuable.  Ve<- 
neration  for  fi'n  virtue,  reverence  for  his  talents,  delight  in  his 
converfatton,  and  habitual  endurance  of  a  yoke  my  hufband 
firll  put  upon  me,  and  of  which  he  contentedly  bore  his  fhare^ 
for  fixteen  or  feventeen  years,  made  me  go  on  fo  long  with  Mr^ 
Johnfon ;  but  the  perpetual  confinement  1  will  own  to  have 
been  terrifying  in  the  firft  years  of  our  friendship,  and  irkfome 
in  the  lail ;  nor  could  I  pretend .  to  fupporc  it  without  help, 
when  my  coadjutor  was  no  more*' 

In  thefe  paSages  where  Mrs.  Piozzi  is  anxious  to  excufe 
herielf,  ihe  forgets  what  had  efcaped  from  her  pen  in  the  in-> 
tervai  between  them ;  for  fhe  tells  us  that  Dr.  Johnfon,  '  fick 
or  well,  required  lefs  attention  than  I  ever  faw  any  liuman 
creature.' — We  have  no  language  of  our  own  for  this  little 
difference;  fo  that  we  mufi:  borrow  from  the  modern  Socrates^ 
'  in  the  Anecdotes  before  us.  *  Whoever  wrote  it  (faid  the 
dodlor)  could,  if  he  chofe  it,  make  himfelf  underflood  ;  but 
?|ts  the  letter  of  an  entharraffid  man,  fir  ;'  (hall  we  add,  as  in 
the  fentence  immediately  following?  '  and  so  the  bvent 

PROVED'  IT  TO  BB  *.' 
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7bi  Capii^ves,  a  Tragedy ;  as  performed  at  the  Tbeatre-Royal, 
Drury-Lane,     i/.  6d.     CadelU 

F  we  iire  fometimes  obliged  to  tear  the  undeferved  laurel 
from  the  brow  of  a  candidate,  to  whom  faihion  or  caprice 
has  undeferredly  allotted  it,  the  difagreeablenefs  of  the  tafk  is 
compenfated  by  our  being  alfo  able  to  beftow  cheering  fmiles 
on  the  onfuccefsful  poet.  At  a  di^ance  from  the  glare  of  the 
fcene,  feduded  from  the  parties  or  the  prejudices  which  might 

•  Page  170. 
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have  influenced  the  decifion^  of  the  au^ience^  we  look  om  a  plaf 
thro  ugh  a  medium  not  diilorted  by  paflipa«  or  obfcured  by 
^he  rccoUcftion  of  its  fori|ier  fate.  We  dare  to  tell  the Jrutk^ 
^h  to  the  author  and  the  audience  ;  and  may  perhaps  fugi. 
geil  the  caufes  of  failuie,  as  a  warning  in  the  future  attempts. 

*  It  was  the  intention  of  the  author,  throughout  his  piece, 
to  make  experiment  of  a  ftyle  and  diction  different  frOm  what 
are  ufual  in  modern  tragedy.  Over-wrought  ornaments,  and 
pompous  verfification,  he  thought  ill  faited  to  the  manners  of 
thofe  early  times,  in  which  the  aflion  of  his  tragedy  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  pafTed.  In  a  word,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
language  of  fimplicity  would  bef(  accord  with  the  fubjed  and 
th«  chara^ers ;  but  whether  a  plain,  intelligible,  and  unaiFe£t- 
ed'  ftyle  would  be  acceptable  to  the  public  talle,  was  what  he 
had  ftill  to  learn.  The  experiment  has  been  made;  and  the 
author  retires  with  the  fatisfadion  of  having,  at  leaft,  in- 
tended well.' 

The  ftory  of  the  play  is  the  following :  Malvina,  a  native 
of  Lochlin,  is  a  captive  to  a  chief  of  Morven,  who  has  pro* 
mifed  to  fet  her  at  liberty,  but  dies  before  it  is  accomplifhed, 
i^is  eldeft  fon  Connal  inherits  none  of  his  father's  virtues :  he 
loves  her,  and,  after  fome  unfuccefsful  attempts  on  her  virtue; 
^t  laft  reiblves-  to  marry  her.  In  the  mean  time  her  hufband,  £r- 
ragon,  in  his  fearch  after  her,*  is  Ihipwrccked  on  Morven,  and 
aarmwly  efcapes  death,  as  a  native  of  Lochlin^  Connal,  un< 
acquainted  with  his  name  and  circumftauce^,  requefts  him  to 
aiTuxe  Malvina  that  her  hufband  is  murdered  iti  a  civil  broil : 
$.rrago1i  confents  to  it;  for  by  this  means  he  learns  that 
Malvina  is  alive,  and  a  prifoner  in  Morven  ;  in  this  way 
Qnly  he  can  hope  to  gain  accefs  to  her.  £verallin,  the  bro<* 
ther  of  Connal,  who  poiTefTes  both  feniibility  and  honour,  is 
alfp  in  love  with  Malvina,  anxi  contrives  to  procure  a  vei&l  to 
^cape  with  her.  The  infqrmation  is  conveyed  by  Minla,  who 
l^yes  EveraUin,  to  the  tyrant :  in  the  mean  time  Everallin 
learns  that  the  lady  is  married,  and  that  the  captive  is  her 
huiband  ;  but  he  generoufly  con  fen  ts  to  their  efcape.  They 
are,  however,  detefted  in  the  attempt  by  Connal,  who  coh- 
£nes  both  his  brother  and  the  huiband  in  prifon  ;  bat  the  army, 
refcue  Everallin  their  favourite,  and  he  fets  Erragon  at  li- 
berty, who  ki{h  the  tyrant,  and  is  himfelf  (lain  ^n  the  con« 
teft.     Malvina  ftabs  herfelf  over  her  hufhand's  body. 

The  fcene  of  the  tragedy,  it  will  be  at  once  obvious,  is. 
n^^  very  confiftent  with  the  events.  To  murder  thofe  whooL 
ftorms  have  paft  on  the  coaft,  becaufe  they  arc  enemies,  is  av. 
deed  unworthy  of  the  generous  hero  ;  and  the  chieftain&  of 
the  weftern  iilands  have  at  leail /obtained  this  title  :  fo  that  if 
our  author  ihould  be  able  to  prove  tha^  they  dicji  not  really 

deferve 
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4eferv^it«  we  {hall  feci  a^  appareat  inconfiacAcy^  Agjihi,  we 
hear  of  i|bldiers«  and  thoufands  faddeni)^  crowding  round  the 
£ur<)ilrke  <  general',  ckeumiiaaces  whicb  but  ill  accord  with  a 
feudal  ckief  and  his  icattiered,yaflab.  The  reader  ak^,  who 
ha^  juft  cloTed  hiB  Oflian,  hea|-»  with  difguft  of  the  bodr« 
guards  of  lihe  kings  of  Morten.- 

Greater  improprieties  ,have,  however,  been  overlooked  ia 
fuccefsful  plays.  The  foni-CBs  of  the  author's  failure  ace  aoi 
eafily  traced  from  the  tragedy  itfelf.  A  melancholy  concjujfioa 
15  not  indeed  faihionable';  there  are  few  minds  fufficiently  re* 
fined  to  delight  in  the  pleafin^  fadnefs  which  an  unfortunate 
cataftrophe  often  leaves.  Our  author  too,  though  he  occa* 
fionally  foars  on  the  wings  of  OlEan,  though  the  fijtuatioi* 
are  fometimes  pathetic  and  interefting,  is  not  borne  on  ^  eqml 
pinions,'  nor  is  he  long  fupported,  without  Ddliog  to  the 
ground,  - 

The  characters  are  the  ufual  ones  of  tragedy ;  a  fallen  an. 
relenting  tyrant,  a  fond  lover,  a  generous  friend,  a  faiUileft 
confident.  They  are  the  fame  unmeaning  faces,  which  we 
daily  fee,  without  tlie  leaft  mark  to  difcriminate  thenr  ffam 
the  general  herd.-  The-  language  is  neat  and  corredl^  fj-c 
quenUy  elegant,  and  fometimes  poetical,  particularly  wheie 
it  is  enlightened  by  a  fpark  from  Mr.  Macpherfon's  verfioa  c£ 
thp  northern  bard.  But  in  general  it  is  tame,  Infipid,  and  ««« 
interefting.  The  following  fcenQ  is  more  animated  and  better 
fupported  than  any  other.  Erragon  is  introduced  to  Matvina, 
(9  afi^ure  her  of  the  death  of  her  hufband : 
«  £»/#rVirgio. 

*  rirg.  A  Granger,  juft  atrivod  froa  U^blin»  larff. 
In  treats  an  interview* 

*  Malvina.  Minla  \  *tis  he ! 

His  tongue  would  tell  the  tidings  of  that  marder. 
Which  his  hands  perpetrated — ^Hence,  hence  with  him  J 
Let  the  wild  ocean's  waves  between  us  roll  f 
More  dreadful  than  the  glare  of  midnight-ghoft. 
His  prefcrice  would  appal  me !  ftop,  forbid 
His  fatal  entrance* 

*  Minl^.  Vain  were  the-attempe. 
Commiffioned  i)y  the  king,  th'afiTaffin  com'e»; 
Whofe  force  defies  refiftanco*    He  muft  enter. 

« Mai'v,  Inhuman !  would'fl  thou  have  my  eyes  meet  hii* 
Behold,  the  barbarous  hand  that  did  the  deed, 
P.ed  with  my  hufband's  blood  ?  flrft  (hall  hiy  fwbrd-* 
His  fword  ?   Yet,  yet  a- moment V  pa^fo. 

•    J^t^^^^^c   .u  A  Someanfwer 

Mult  be  difpatched* 

^i  ^^^'^Z         .         ^**  ^^°^^  -^^^^  whither  driven 
The  tranfport  of  tha?  thought  ^— I'll  fe^  ih'  affaffin, 

•  Coa^ 
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CcMifitmt  hip  ;  fearch  his  feeret  fool ;  and  tliedVi* 
I  am  wrought  up !  go^  Mmla ;  give  him  cntranAre. 
Kow  for  a  deed  of  dreadful  juftice  I   love        [  Exit  MinUm 
/  Marihah  me^on  !  veogeanco  and  love !  hark,  hark! 
'Tts  Miola,    She  cornea  forth*    She  points  towrardt  me. 
And  with  her  the  alTaffin !  fee,  ihe  leaves  him ; 
AtA  this  wky  doth  he  move.     Why  ihrinks  my  heart ! 
Muffled  he  comes^  like  murder!  now,  dearihado! 
Ghoft  of  my  martyr'd  lord  I  behold  thy  wife^ 
Beyond  the  Weaknefs  of  a  woman  dare}  ' 

And  give  thee  blood  for  blood ! 

*  Enter  Erfagon. 
*'JErr<»j^^/r.  Be  flill,.  my  foul— •• 

*  Maltf.  Infernal  monfter  I 

[Offering  tofidh  him^  Jhe  fiarts  back. 
mm     .Ah  !  fupport  me !  lave  4ne ! 
Tremendous  power  of  Loda !«— if  thou  comeil 

[f0  Erragon. 
The.fpirit  of  my  hnfband,  from  the  tomb<— 

<  £rrag.  I  am  thy  huiband.    Be  compofed,  my  love ; 
^Thy  Erragon. 
'        <  Main;.        My  Erragon !  earth  open, 
And  hide  me  from  his  fight ! 

*  Errag.  Down»  dreadful  thoughts! 
That  make  mj  blood  run  chill.    While  1  have  power 
7'o  hear  thee»  oh,  unsold  the  caufe.  Thou  fpeak^A  not  I 
Thy  pale  Hps  tremble !  let  thy  haiband*s  arms 

Warm  thee  to  life  and  love. 

*  Malv.  Not  till  thus  humbly, 
I  have  implored  foreivenefs  for  th'  attempt 
^Gainft  thy^ear  life,  and  called  the  fpirits  «f  earth 
And  air  to  witnefs,  that  I  thought  thee  dead  ; 
Murder'd,  ala$ !  and  at  thy  murderer  aim'd, 
MiSaking,  the  raih  fword. 

*  Errag.  From  lips  like  thole. 
Breathing  iincerity,  and  truth,  and  love. 
Wants  there  another  word  to  win  conviction  ? 
No,  1  at  once  behold  the  tyrant's  hand 

Work  darkly  on  (o  his  infernal  purpofe, 
Marriage  with  thee.    B«it  never  would  Malvina 
Wed  fuch  a  wretch,  whom  twtry  human  heart 
Mud  Chudder  at  with  horror  ? 

«  Mah.  Wed  him  !  oh. 

Lived  there  no  man  but  he ;  to  ihun  his  arms, 
Fearlifs  I'd  plunge  myfelf  from  the  fieep  rock 
To  the  wild  ocean's  monAers.' 

We  will  not  go  farther :  indeed  we  have  no  temptation  $ 
for  the  hero  and  heroine  fink  into  pure,  domeftic  chit-chat, 
whith  appears  more  than  ufually  iniipid  from  the  ^rms  of 
pa^n  juil  raifed  by  their  peculiar  fituation.     ^ 

That 
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Thflt  the  author  has  lladied  in  the  Ichool  of  Offan,  the 
following  paflages  will  evince  : 

'  And  thou  mournful  flood, 
Strumon !  whofe  fuUen  waves,  rZ^^zs  round  the  rock. 
Oft  have  you  heard  my  angui£.* 

Again, 

<  The  darkenM  moon, 
'Mongft  meteors  of  the  night,  looks  not  moregloomy. 
Than  Connal  'mon^  his  chiefs/ 

•  Ye  miniftering  pow*rs»  • 

Who,  on  your  dim  clouds  riding'— 

.    •  Then  to  thee. 
Spirit  of  Loda  !  my  fole  guardian  now, 
Burits  my  fad  foul :  if  at  thy  done  of  power 
I've  bent  with  reverent  awe,  in  clouded  thunder 
Rife,  terrible  ihade !' 

There  are  fome  fpeeches  highly  poetical  and  pi6lurefi|oe, 
which  are  more  properly  the  author's  own  ;  yet  as  they  occuf 
only  in  detached  paflages^  have  the  effect  which  he  has  dc- 
fcribed  in  the  following  beautiful  lines : 

*  Ah,  beware 
Thcfe  fudden  tranfports  of  intemperate  paffion !    ^   • 
They're  flaihes  from  black  clouds  ;  and  the  more  fierce     - 
Th'' effulgence  that  burfts  from  them,  the  more  fearful 
The  difmal  gloom  that  follows.' 

Amidft  cold  unpoetical  paifages,  there  are  fome  words, 
which  are  neither  elegant  or  proper  ;  but  they  are  few. 

*  He  knows  his  power  oppofelefs* 

*  Strike,  fymphoniom  ^ikig 
The  lyre  of  love.* 

But  we  need  not  enumerate  errors. 

On  the  whole,  we  have  ftated  the  merits  find  defeats  of  the 
'  Captives'  with  impartiality  ;  and  we  think  that  the  author 
has  been  treated  harihly,  when  we  recplledi  that  many  worfe 
plays  have  been  heard  with  candour,  many  more  imperfcft 
ones  have  been  applauded*  The  ftyle  of  tragedy,  which  the  au-r 
thor  has  attempted  to  introduce,  will  not,  we  fear,  befuccefsful : 
cautious  of  ^  fiorm,  he  has  too  generally  crept  on  the  ground  ; 
and,  in  many  inftances,  has  miftaken  tamenefs  for  fimpllcity  ;^ 
ft  pofaic  coldnefs  for  an  intelligible.)  unaffeAed  ftyle«  We 
have,  on  many  occafions,  expreifed  our  difapprobation  of 
glaring  meuphors,  incongruous  images,  and  turgid  defcrip* 
tion  I  but  tragedy  always  requires  an  elevated,  an  ornamented 
language.    It  ihould  be  in  ever/  part  a  poem,  raifed  above 

common 
% 
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cooimott  Kfe.]^  «ad  it  has  been  fveiv  coAtended,  by  tbe  firft 
critics,  that  where  the  intereft  of  the.  plot  is  leiTened,  the  va«» 
cuity  ihould  be  fupplied,  the  imagination  engaged,  by  the 
noft  polifhed  lines.  If  Dr.  Delap  reflects  ob  this  fubjedly  we 
believef  that  he  will  fee  the  force  of  thefe  remarks ;  and  we 
bope  that,  with  the  merit' of  his  plays,  the  candour  and  good* 
liamoar  of  his  audiences  will  increafe* 


Tbi  Peruvian,  a  Comic  Of  era,  in  TJ^ee  Jar  ;  as  fer/ormed  at 
^ilkTheatn  Rojmi,  Cownt'Gardem.     8w.      \s.  6d.     Bell. 

'TpHE  ftory  of  this  opera  is  confefledly  borrowed  from  Mar- 
-■•  montel's  *  Teft  of  Friondfhrp',  with  a  flight  underplot  of 
%  common  kind.  In  many  refpe^ls  it  is  properly  conduced. 
ifhe  artlefs  fimplicity  and  nnaiFedted  tendemefs  of  Coraly  are 
well  preferycd ;  and  the  integrity  of  Belville,  who  undefign- 
cdly  makes  an  impreflion  on  the  heart  of  his  ward,  is  drawn 
with  affisding,  though  not  glaring  colours.  The  principal  error 
•f  the  author,  and  it  is  a  material  one,  becaufe  it  diminifhes  th^ 
iatereft  of  the  play,  confids  in  the  appearance  of  Blandford 
being  too  long  delayed :  if  he  had  been  introduced  in  the 
iecond  a6l,  the  embarrafTment  would  have  been  increafed ; 
but  it  ia  cooiiaon  for  an  author,  who  borrows  a  plot,  to'  fol- 
Iow^it  too  clofely. 

At  the  opera  now  appears,  the  iecond  part,  which  iV  very 
dextroufly  conneded  with  the  principal  plot,  is  moH  interefting. 
AnuBcIe^  whofe  chief  pleafure  is  eating*,  and  whofe  chief 
pain  the  gout,  has  promifed  to  marry  his  niece  to  an  old 
baronet,  who  is  aiHided  with  the  fame  complaint.  Her  lover. 
Frankly,  by  bribing  his  rival's  fteward,  procures  his  cloathsy 
and  is  introduced  as  fir  Harry  Cripplegait.  A  pleafant  con- 
fufion  enfues  when  the  real  fir  Harry  arrives  ;  but  thefe  diffi* 
ca!ties  have  been  varied  on  the  ftage  fo  often,  that  they  have 
loft  their  power  of  entertainment.  The  event  may  l>b  eafily 
guefffd  at.  The  termination,  however,  reminds  us  too  much 
of  the  burlefque  conclufion  of  *  Piety  in  Pattens.' 

There  is  nothing  particularly  ftriking  in  the  fituations; 
ihat  at  the  landing  of  Blandford  is  moft  interefting,  thotfgh 
at  the  expence  of  a  little  probability.  Dry,  the  (teward  of 
fir  Harry,  feems  intended  as  a  new  charader ;  but  he  ^19 
brpQght  forward  fo  little,  that  we  fcarcely  perceive  the  au- 
thor's intention  :  the  reft  are  old  acquaintance.  The  dialogue* 
ia  eafy  and  elegant,  rather*  than  animated  or  witty  :  the  fongs^ 


«r« 


.  *  In  tht  Dramatis  Ferfoca  Jw  is  called  <  lir  Ore^orf  Cravieair  1  in-tKt 
^y^  « f  amilh.* 
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ire  plcafing,  but  not  highly  poetical.     The  whole,  by  the 
aiiiftance  of  muiic,  afibrds  an  agreeable  entertainment  on  the 
ftage:  in  the  clofet,  it  feems  rather  to  be  free  from  faults.    ^ 
than  to  rife  to  any  great  excellence.     We  find  nothing  ftff. 
£ciently  attradive  to  induce  us  to  tranfcribe'  any  pai^tof  it. 

■  '  9  '  II    I    I    ■     II  I  ■  I.I  II        I 

fjbi  Works  of  Mr.  Le  Chevalier  de  Flortan^     Tranflated  fy  Mr^ 
Robinfon,  In  T'wo  Volumes.  Small  S'vo.  p^fewed.    Becket.    ^ 

^T'HE  tranflator  has  executed  his  ta(k  in  a  pkafing  manner : 
-''  we  converfe  with  the  chevalier  in  language  fo  fuitable 
and  appropriated,  that,  as  with  fome  excellent  copies  of  ancient 
piAures,  we  are  fcarcely  lefs  affeftcd  than  with  the  original 
defign.  The  £rft  of  thefe  volumes  contains  the  Galatea,  m 
paftoral  romance;  and  this  fpecies  of  writing,  to  which,  ia 
England,  we  have  not  been  lately  accuftomed,  has  occafioned 
an  EiTay  to  be  prefixed,  addre^ed,  we  prefume^  to  mifs  Thar« 
low,  to  whom  the  tTanflation  i^  dedicated. 

*  Paftoral  romance  ftands  in  the  fame  degree  of  affinity  to  the 
fimple  eclogue}  as  epic  poetry  does  to  dramatic  dialogue.  Each, 
fiould  diftin^y  form  one  compleat  whole.  However  inter* 
^crfcd  with  epifodcs,  or  chequered  with  ornaments,  flill  there 
ihould  be  held  out  one  principal  and  main  objed  throughout 
the  work*  The  extent  of  the  fubje^  is  of  no  confideration  in 
this  rule,  that  Nature  herlelf  feems  to  point  out  to  us  :  for  tra-^ 
gedy  has  its  aim  as  well  as  epopee,  and  while  a  ihepherd  chaants 
over  his  reed,  there  may  be  as  much  preconceived  purport  ia 
his  fong,  as  if  it  made  up  a.  dory  of  fome  volumes^' 

Pafl<»rals  have  more  than  once  been  called  artificial  modes 
of  compofition :  we  cannot  refer  them  to  any  ftate  of  maanert' 
with  which  we  are  acquainted;  and,  when  compared  with 
that  which  feems  mod  nearly  to  approach  them,  we  are  difl 
guded  with  a  contrail  to  what  the  poets  had  led  us  to  expe^. 
If,  from  Mr.  Robinfon's  deci&ons,  we  confider  the  pafloral 
romance  as  related  to  the  eclogue,  we  can  allow  only  the 
fcenery  and  the  perfonages  to  be  of  the  rural  kind  j  for  the 
fubje£l  digreifes  fometimes  into  the  regions  of  philofophy,  or 
of  religion.  Our  tranflator  has,  therefore,  confined  it  within 
limits  too  narrow.  Even  when  he  allows  of  additional  orna* 
ment,  and  different  fubjedls,  he  thinks  they  ibould  be  thrown 
Anto  epifodes,  though,  on  the  authority  of  the  Bucolics,  Sec  . 
we  may  probably  introduce  them  fometimes  inte  the  work 
itfelf.  In  every  other  refpedt  we  agre«Mvith  the  tranflator^ 
and  think  his  EiTay  both  concife,  agreeable,  and  elegant. 

The  firft  volume  contains  the  Galatea,  a  romance  of  the 
pafloral  kind,  calculat^ed  to  anofe  the  fancy,  and  tp  amend 
ike  heart.    We  are  not«  however^  well  pleafed  with  the  con* 
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du6l  of  the  ftory  :  it  is  broken  into  \6o  many  feparate  adven* 
tures  \  and  contending  interefts  often  extinguiih  each  other. 
A»  a  paftot-al,  it  is  diilinguifhed  by  fimplicity  and  tendernefs. 
Tkc  tuneful  ihepherd  occaiionally  chaunts  his  lays,  and  re- 
lieves the  continued  narrative,  yet  we  ftill  feel  the  improbabi- 
lity attending  defoiptions  of  this  mode  of  life  :  why  are  the 
rurd  manners  fo  enchantingly  diTplayed  ?  or  rather,  why  can- 
BOt  they  be  redized  \  The  following  is  agreeable  ;  it  is  more  ; 
every  fibre  of  a  tender  heart  will  throb  in  nnifon. 

•  It  was  now  time  to  return  to  the 'Village :  vt^ry  fhepherdefs 
liad  the  arm  of  her  obfequious  fwain.  Whether  it  was  hazard 
or  addrefs  I  know  not,  but  Artidorus  had  my  hand.  We  walked 
on  in  £]ence»  without  daring  to  look  on  one  another;  but  each 
of  us  watched  for  the  moment  that  the  other's  eyes  were  avert* 
cd,  'to  Heal  a  glance ;  and  if  ever  they  happened  to  meet,  oar 
looks  were  inftantaneoufly  failened  to  the  ground.  At  lad  I  faid 
to  him ;  Artidorus,  the  few  days  you  give  us  of  your  company 
will  fecm  years  to  you,  if  you  have  left  ^our  heart  behind  you 
in  your  own  village.  I  would  joyfully  give  all  I  ever  poiTefied, 
veplicd  he,  that  thefe  happy  days  might  not  end  bot  with  my 
life.-^Then  yon  are  very  fond  of  holyday  making  ?— Ah,  (hep- 

lierdcfs,  I  little  care  for  the  holydays  .  % He  fighed 

•  •  I  fighed  too  •  r  •  .  •  •  •  He  ardently  fqoeezed 

my  hand  ;  1  douot  I  did  not  return  the  token. 

<  We  were  interrupted  by  old  Eleuco,  whofe  propofals  were 
ever  attended  to  with  refpe^.  He  wiihed  us  to  iing  a  roundelay » 
that  we  might  return  to  the  village  with  as  much  chearfulnefs 
as  we  had  left  it*  I  not  relu^ntly  yielded  to  the  intrcaty  that 
was  then  made  to  me ;  and  was  happy  in  an  opportunity  of( 
giving  fome  advice  to  Artidorus.  This  was  the  roundelay  I 
^Ag,  while  my  looks  were  addrefled  to  him  alone. 

•  Would  yon  be  a  happy  lover? 
Love  you  never  muft  difcover; 
He  who's  filent  in  the  art, 
£.nows  the  way  to  win  the  hearr. 

If  your  pafiion  you  would  prove, 
Secrefy's  the  key  of  love. 

•  Love  in  vain  we  would  expofe. 
His  pureft  flame  in  fecret  glows  !     • 
Love's  the  virtue  of  the  foul. 
Under  Secrefy's  controul : 

If  yoar  paffion  you  would  prove, 
Secrefy's  the  key  of  love.  , 

«  One  word*lhe  prize  has  often  loft 
That  years  of  conftancy  has  coft". 
Hide  the  anguifh  of  your  heart ; 
Hide  the  joy  that  heals^your  fmart. 
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If  yoar  paf&on  you  would,  piwc, 
S€crefy*s  the  key  of  love. 

<  Make  your  heart  your  confidante* 
Conquer  too,  but  never  vaunt ; 
What  in  fame  you  lofe,  is  due 
To  pleafure*  happinefs,  and  you  ; 

If  your  pafEon  you  would  prove^ 

Secrefy's  the  key  of  love.* 

Artidorus  Sind  Theolinda  are  feparated^  and  their  meeting 
is  of  a  different  kind  ;  we  fhall  tranfcribe  it^  as  a  fpecimen  of 
our  author's  defcriptive  talents  in  other  fcenes. 

^  To  arrive  at  the  palm-tree  rivulet  it  was  neceiTary  to  quit 
the  banks  of  the  Tagus,  and  traverfe  fome  hills  covered  witk 
woods.  £licio's  dog,  which  that  day  was  not  allowed  to  iaWxi'H 
Galatea,  had  remained  in  the^  village.  He  faw  fome  fhepherdt 
on  their  retUVn,  but  not  perceiving  either  his  mailer  or  his  mif; 
trefs,  he  fet  off  to  meet  them,  and  found  them  as  they  were 
entering  into  the  wood. 

*  After  having  repeatedly  run  from  one  group  to  the  other« 
fawning  by  turns  on  Galatea  and  Elicio,  he  wandered  before 
rhem  amongft  the  trees,  and  raifed  a  young  fawn,  which  he 
eagerly  flew  in  purfuit  of.  The  timid  creature  fcudded  before 
)iim,  and  pafled  by  the  (hepherdeifes.  Fear  gave  Kim  Hren^h  ; 
»nd  h^  at  laft  arrived,  without  being  caught,  at  a  cavern,  into 
which  he  ru(hed.  The  dog  followed  him.  Galatea  cried  out 
to  fave  the  fawn.  Every  body  ran  to  the  entrance  of  the  cave : 
but  £licio  had  already  been  in  after  the  dog. 

*  fircis,  Damon,  and  the  two  friends,  were  begging  the 
ibepberdeiTe^  not  to  be  uneafy,  and  expecting  every  moment  to 
fee  Galatea's  lover  return  with  the  fawn  in  his  arms,  when  a 
dreadful  noife  was  heard  in  the  cave  ;  at  length  they  faw  £licio 
appear,  grappling  with  9  man  of  horrible  afpeft ;  he  was  co- 
vered with  miferable  (hreds ;  4  black  and  thick  beard  hid  the 
jialf  of  his  vifage ;  bis  long  knotted  hair  llrayed  diforderly  on 
bis  ihoulders ;  his  nefvoQS  and  naked  arms  preffed  Elicio,  in 
order  to  fmother  him»  The  (bepherd,  not  lefs  vigorous,  re- 
pelled with  his  left  hand  the  fba^gy  bread  of  the  favage,  and 
with  his  ri^ht,  bound  rouqd  in  the  hair  of  his  enemy,  he  drew 
his  fierce  head  painfully  back.  Both,  in  filence,  with  biasing 
eyes  fixed  on  each  other,  and  intertwifting  limbs,  mutually 
ilrove  to  da(h  one  another  on  the  rock« 

^  Elicio's  dof;  was  taken  up  with  a  hind,  that,  going  betwixt 
the  fawn  and  him,  f^ived  the  young  one,  by  butting  boldly  off 
their  common  enemy. 

«  Tircis,  Damon,  gnd  the  two  friends,  flew  to  feparate  the 
eombatants,  Timbrio  laid  hold  of  the  favage ;  all  his  ftrength 
W^  fcarce  enough  to  redrain  his  fury  :  but  I'heolinda  by  this 
time  h^d  been  loft  in  4  fwoon,  %nd  the  (hepherdeiTes  were  bufy 

in 


Digitized  byCaOOQlC 


iS8  ne  Wtrh  of  Mr.  Le  tbinj alter  de  Morian. 

in  afHiling  her.  The  favage  chanced  to  throw  his  eyes  on  her.; 
Ke  inftantly  flood  motionlefsy  his  horrid  eyes  fixed  on  her  pale 
coantenance.  Suddenly  difengaging  himfelf  from  Tinibrio's 
armst  he  feissed  on  the  fawn,  fell  on  his  knees  before  Theo- 
linda,  and  prefented  it  to  her  with  a  kind  of  tender  fabraiffion. 

<  The  mepherdefs  had  hardly  recovered  her  fenfes,  when  (he 
fiew  into  the  ariQS  of  the  favage  !  Ah,  'tis  thou,  exclaimed  fii^, 
Artidoros,  my  dear  Aitidoras  I  thou  haft  not  then  fargotten 
thy  loved  Theolinda !  At  the  name  of  Theolinda,  Artidorns 
changed  colour :  he  rofe,  and  looking  wildly  at  the  (bepherdefs 
*— Theolinda!  faid  he— (he  deceived  me  !— I  remember  her— ?» 
Is  ihe  here?— Do  you  know  her  ?  Yes,  anfwered  the  Ihepherd- 
<fs»  with  a  trembling  voice;  flie  is  here;  fhe  lives  for  thee 

.  alone,  Harkee,  faid  Artidorus,  interrupting  her  with  a  low 
voice,  you  mdft  bring  me  to  her ;  i  mean  jo  upbraid  her  for 
ber  perndy,  and  tell  her  I  do  not  any  longer  love  her :  then  we 
Ihall  return,  and  inhabit  my  cavern  ;  you  (hall  be  my  friend, 
and  I  will  give  yon  my  fawn.  Theolinda,  by  this  difconrde, 
fasr  that  anxiety  and  grief  had  robl^d  the  unfortunate  ArtidOf 
rus  of  his  reafon  ;  (he  looked  at  him  ;  (he  wept ;  and  preffing 
his  hand  to  her  heart,  in  the  tendered  manner,  indeed  I  will, 
ihe  faid  ;  I  will  never  more  leave  you ;  to  the  lafl  hour  of  my 
life,  I  will  live  with  you*  I  hope  1  (hall  Convince  you  that 
Theolinda  was  not  guilty.  Saying  this,  (he  took  an  arm  of 
Artidorus,  and  drew  him  on  with  her  towards  the  palm-tree 
rivulet.  The  hind  and  the  fawn  followed  them,  the  other 
fhepherds  went  at  (bme  little  diftance,  impatient  to  know  how 
this  adventure  (hould  end.' 

We  need  fcarcely  inform  our  readers  of  the  termination. 
Artidorus  recovers  his  reafon ;  and  the  whole  ends  happily, 
by  mutual  explanations.  This  is  not,  however,  the  principid 
fitxy  ;  we  have  feledled  it,  as  it  affords  di(Ferent  kinds  of  de- 
Icription,  and  confequently  a  more  varied  fpecimen  of  the  au- 
thor's abilities.  We  have  already  hinted,  that  no  one  ftory  is 
brought  forward  fo  far  as  toform  a  principal  objedl,  to  (ix  the 
attention,  or  ftrongly  intereft  the  reader.  On  this  account, 
we  Ihall  give  no  analyfis  of  the  feveral  adventures. 

The  fecond  volume  contains  Charafteriftic  Romances,  vi2;. 
feparate  adventures,  fuppofed  to  charaflerife  the  manners  oi 
different  nations.  They  difplay  the  author's  fancy  in  a  more 
itriking  light  than  the  Galatea ;  nor  are  they  lefs  powerful 
proofs  of  his  tendernefs  and  humanity.  We  regret  that  he 
has  applied  no  (eries  of  adventures  to  difcriminate  the  Engliih^ 
man.  On  the  whole,  we  thank  the  tranflator  /or  his  pleafing 
prefent,  which  will  add  to  the  dock  of  at  leaft  harmlefs,  pro- 
bably profitable,  amufement. 

Hifiorf 
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I N  the  beginning  of  the  fecond  volume  we^  ri»set  with  «« 
^  flrikittg  instance  of  that  rhetorical  and  exuberant  ftyle^r 
which  we  remarked  in  the  conclufion  of  our  foraer  review  of: 
this  work.  Speaking  of  the  difafters  which  befel  the  Athe^* 
Bians  at  Syracufe,  <  In  oile  raih  enterprife^  fays  the  author^ 
they  loft  their  army,  tbeir  fleet,  the  prudence  of  thdir  expe*;, 
tienced  generalss  and  the  fiourijbing  vigour  of  their  manlji 
yoath/  A  writer,  untainted  with  a^dat ion,  would  have  ex«^ 
prefled  this  idea,  p]ain4y;  by  '  the  flower  of  their  youth  j'  but> 
Dr.  Gillies,  miilaking  falfe  ornament  for  fplendor,  betrays  ia- 
hiflorical  compofltion  that  vitiated  taile  which  is  always  fond 
of  deviating  from  iimplicity  of  ftyle,  and  has  b^en  reprobated* 
by  every  judicious  critic. 

Another  fpecies  of  afled^ation,  but  perhaps  more  excu fable 
than  the  former,  there  are  innumerable  opportunities  of  ob-* 
ferving  in  the  courfe  of  this  work  ;  we  mean  that  of  ao  ac« 
<|uainta nee  with  the  Greek  language.  Dr.  Gillies^,  not  con- 
tent with  referring  to  the  authority  of  ancient  writers,  almoft 
always  quotes  the  parage,  however  unimportant,;  and  though 
the  words  admit  of  no  ambiguity*  This  is  an  expedient  A> 
common  with  the  unlearned,  and  at^  the  fame  time  fo  pedan-« 
tic,  that  it  ought  to  be  Very  fparingly  ofed  by  every  writer 
who  would  avoid  the  fufpicion  of  being  a  fmatterer.  Th0 
blemiih  which  we  now  cenfare  is  neceflTarily  confined  to  the 
notes ;  but  the  text  is  too  intimately  conneded  with  them  tci 
efcape  the  infection. 

When  the  words  of  ancient  writers  are  cited  by  a  hiftorian, 
we  might  expefl  that,  whatever  were  his  own  proa^nGty  to 
depart  from  the  natural  modes  of  expreffion,  he  would  atleaft 
be  careful  to  deliver  their  ideas  with  accuracy.  Even  in  tfaia 
refpeA,  however,  we  are  forry  to  And  the  author  before  %% 
extremely  deficient.  Let  the  following  in^ance  itti^  as  an 
example. ,  Arrian  fays,  Ov  fwacrMm^  ta  ovra^  rm  fjuOiira  nsdt 
^cm9  cfia-iv  iixaiov*  Vol.  ii.  p.  569.  The  plain  fcnfe  of  thii 
pafiage  is,  that,  not  knowing  what  had  happened,  they  con-^ 
je^ured  what  was  moH  agreeable  to  them.  But  Dt,  Gillies,  with 
that  affeded  elegance  which  charaderifes  his  interpretations, 
gives  the  verfion  in  this  manner  :  '  not  knowing  the  truth,  hop« 
regulated  their  conjectures.'  Short  as  is  this  fentence,  we 
cannot  avoid  obferving,  that  it  is  fo  inartificialJy  conflru^ed^ 
as  fcarcely  to  be  confident  with  the  rules  of  grammar.  Fo? 
the  words  *  not  knoWing,'  inAead  of  referring  to  peopli;,  which 
is  the  idea  in  the  original,  can,  with  propriety  of  fyntax,  h« 
€tily  applied  to  hope. 

Vol.  LXI.  JfriJ,  17^6.  U  ^M 
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TJie  tragical  fate  of  Socrates  is  a  confpicuous  event  in  the 
Grecian  hiflory,  and  this  author  has  related  it  with  the  clrcam- 
ftances  uAially  mentioned ;  but  we  are  furprifed  to  find  that, 
on  ari  otcaiion  fo  worthy  of  the  panegyrical  talents  of  a  hi(h>- 
rfan,  he  has  entirely  omitted  to  delineate  the  character  of  this 
celebrated  perfon.  Dr.  Gillies,  by. a  prepofterous  arrange* 
ment  of  the  work,  had  anticipated  this  fubjed,  though  very 
imperfedly,  in  the  firft  volume,  and  thereby  precluded  him- 
ielf  from  dra^ng  the  moral  portrait  of  the  Grecian  fage,  in 
that  part  where  alone  it  could  be  introduced?  with  propriety, 
or  di (played  to  the  greateft  advantage.  This  mifcondud  is  the 
more  remarkable,  as  he,  in  many  places,  affedts  peculiar  re- 
gard to  the  dlfpofition  of  the  objects  which  he  defcribes ; 
often  mentioning,  with  apparent  complacency,  the  lights^ 
the  fhades,  and  the  back-grounds  of  his  pidlures. 

To  relieve' the  attention  of  our  readers,  we  ihall  lay  before 
them  a  fpecimen,  taken  from  one  of  the  mod  memorable  pe- 
riods, and  beft  executed  parts  of  the  work. 

.  *  During  this  lon^  feries  of  triumphs,  Lyfander  never  loft 
fight  of  the  reduction  of  Athens  ;  an  objed  not  only  ufeful  but 
neceiiary  to  the  completion  of  his  defigns.  The  vigilance  of 
the  Peloponnefian  fquadrons  prevented  the  ufual  fupplies  of 
foreign  grain  from  reachiitg  the  diftreifed  city.  In  all  the  towns 
which  furrendered,  or  which  were  taken  by  ilorm,  the  Athe> 
iiiao  garrifons  were  faved  from  immediate  death,  only  on  con* 
dition  that  they  returned  to  their  native  country.  B^  fuch  con- 
trivances the  crafty  Spartan  expefled  that  the  fcarcity  of  pro- 
viiions  would  foon  compel  the  growing  multitude  of  inhabit- 
ants to  fubmit  to  the  Lacedsmonian  army  at  Decelia.  But  the 
Athenians,  who  defpifed  the  affaults  of  the  enemy,  braved  the 
hardihip#  of  famine.  £ven  after  Lyfander  had  blocked  up 
their  harbours  with  an  hundred  and  fifty  fail,  they  Aill  de« 
fended,  with  vigour,  their  walls  and  ramparts ;  patiently  en- 
dured fatigue  and  hunger ;  and  beheld,  with  obftinate  uncon- 
cern, the  afHidlion  of  their  wives  and  children.  Amidft  the 
tavages  of  death  and  difeafe,  which  advanced  with  increaf^ 
ing  horror,  they  pUniOied,  with  the  utmofl  feverity,  the  igno- 
ble cowardice  of  ArcheAratus,  who  firil  mentioned  capitulation, 
and  declared  that  the  fame  moment  fhould  put  an  end  to  their 
independence  and  their  lives. 

*  But  notwilhftanding  the  melancholy  lirmnefs  of  the  popu- 
lar aifembly,  a  numerous  and  powerful  party  in  the  ilate  was 
governed  rather  by  intereit  than  by  honour  ;  and  the  greaieft 
enemies  of  Athenian  liberty  fiouriihed  in  the  bofom  of  rh^  re- 
piibiic.  The  aridocratical  leven  of  the  four  hundred  had  in- 
fcited  the  whole  body  of  the  fenace  ;  and  not  only  the  incon- 
Aant  Therami^nes,  but  leveral  oUier  men  of  abilities  and  influ- 

eace» 


^Digitized  byCaOOQlC 


.  Gillies^  Hiftory  $/  Jttctenf  Greece.  291- 

ciice,  who  had  been  mdft  adive  in  fubverting  that  cruel  ty« 
ranny,  regretted  the  reftoration  of  democracy  to  a  people,  who 
(as  they  had  recently  proved  in  many  parts  of  their  condu6l)  ' 
were  unable  10  enjoy,  without  abufing,  the  invaluable  gift  of 
freedom.    In  republican  governments,  the  misfortunes,  which, 
ought  to  bind  all  ranks  of  men  in  the  firmeft  and  mbfl  indiiTo- 
Juble  union,  have  often  little  other  tendency  than  to  increa(e 
the  political  factions  which  tear  and  diflradl  the  community. 
Amidfl  every  form  of  public  diflrefs,  the  Athenians  caballed^ 
clamoured,  accufed,  and  perfecuted  each  other ;  and  the  fa6tioa 
of  the  nobles,  who  adcd  with  iuperior  concert,  vigour,  and 
addrefs,  deftroyed,  by  dark  infinuations,  falfe  witnefles,  per- 
jury, and  every  other  fpecies  of  legal  fraud  and  cruelty,  the 
feditioQs  Cieophon,   and  other   turbulent  demagogues,  who 
might  raoR  effedually  have  oppofed  their  meafurcs. 

•  When  thefe  obftacles  were  removed,  Theramenes  (whofe 
recent  merit  prevented  the  fufpicion  of  the  aflcmbly)  propofed 
an  embaffy  to  Lacedaemon,  which  ihould  requed  a  fufpenfion 
of  hodilfties,  and  obtain,  if  poifible,  fome  moderate  terms  of 
accommodation.  He  named  himfelf,  with  nine  colleagues,  as 
the  perfons  bed  qualified  to  undertake  this  important  com- 
miffion  ;  flattering  the  people  in  the  cleareft  and  leaft  ambigu« 
ous  terms,  with  an  undoubted  profped  of  fucccfs^  A  decree 
was  immediately  pafTed,  invefling  the  ambafladors  with  full 
powers.  They  affumed  the  facred  badge  of  their  inviolable 
charafler,  reached  in  fafety  the  Spartan  camp,  held  a  confer- 
ence with  king  Agis,  and  afterwards  repaired  to  the  Lacedae- 
monian capital.  During  four  months  they  carried  on  their 
pretended  negociation  with  the  fenate,  the  kings,  the  ephori^ 
and  efpeci ally  with  Lyfander,  whofe  authority,  being  unknown 
to  the  ancient  con^itution  of  Sparta,  was  far  more  exteniive 
than  that  of  all  the  other. magiftratcs  together.  With  him, 
principally,  the  plan  was  concerted  for  compelling  the  Athe- 
nians to  fubmit  to  terms  of  peace,  which  they  muft  have  re- 
garded as  worfe,  not  only  than  war,  but  death.  The  fortifica- 
tions of  their  harbours  were  to  be  demolifhed,  as  well  as  the' 
long  walls  which  joined  them  with  the  city  :  they  Avere  to  fur- 
render  all  their  fhips  but  twelve  j  to  refign  every  pretenfion  to 
their  ancient  poiTefiions  in  foreign  parts ;  to  recal  from  banifh- 
ment  the  furviving  members  of  the  late  tyrannical  ariftocracy  ; 
to  follow  the  ilandard  of  Sparta  in  war  ;  and«  in  peace,  to 
mould  their  political  conflitution  after  the  model  which  that 
viftorious  republic  might  think  fit  to  prefcribe. 

*  When  1  heramenes  produced  thefe  unexpcded  fruits  of  his 
boaded  negociation,  the  Athenians  had  no  longer  either  ftrtogth 
or  fpirit  to  refill,  or  even  courage  tolRe.  During  the  long  ab- 
fence  of  their  ambafladors,  the  fiege  had  been  carried  on  with 
redoubled  vigour.  The  Lacedaemonians,  reinforced  by  the 
Thebans  as  well  as  by  their  numerous  allies  of  PcloponneAis, 
had  invefted  the  city  on  every  fide,  the  harbours  were  clofcl/ 
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blocked  ap  by  Lyfander.  who  ha3^  become  maftef  of  Mefos, 
Ceof,  JEginat  and  Salamis;  iflands  fo  near  to  Athens,  that 
tkcy  were  almoft  regarded  as  a  part  of  the  Attic  tenitory. 
The  greateft  mifery  prevailed  within  the  walls  ;  the  famine  was 
intolerable,  and  the  difeafes  more  intolerable  than  the  famine. 
The  full  period  of  thrice  nine  years  hadelapfed^  which,  if  we  may 
credit  a  moll  accurate  and  faithful  hiftorian,  had  been  afiigned 
by  repeated  oracles  and  predidlions,  as  the  defiined  term  of  the 
P^loponneiian  war,  and  of  the  Athenian  greatnefs.    The  prin« 
cipal  leaders  of  the  democracy  had  been  cut  off*  by  the  per* 
fiqioas  fnares  of  their  opponents,  who  were  prepared  to  bear  a 
foreign  joke*  provided  they  might  nfurp  domeftic  tyranny. 
That  odious  fadion  was  ready  to  approve  the  meafures  of  The- 
ramenes,  who  might  intimidate  the  dejeded  afTembly  by  de- 
claring (a  mod  melancholy  truth)  that  the  feverity  of  the  Lace- 
djemenians,  exceifive  as  it  Teemed,  was  yet  moderation  and  le- 
nity when  compared  with  the  furious  and  unextinguilhable  rage 
•f  the  Thebans  and  Corinthians,   who  maintained  that  the 
Athenians  deferved  not  any  terms,  of  accommodation  ;   that 
their  crimes  ought  to  be  perfecuted  with  unrelenting  ven- 
geance ;  their  proud  city  demoliihed  with  fuch  perfed  dej[lruc- 
tion,  that  not  even  its  veiftige  ihould  remain ;  and  the  infolent 
ishabitants  utterly  extirpated  from  Greece,  which  they  had  fb 
]ong  dillurbed  by  their  ambition,  and  provoked  by  their  tyranny 
and  cruelty.    Such  an  argument  Theramenes  might  have  em- 
ployed, if  it  had  been  neceflary  to  employ  any  argument,  to 
jaiHfy  his  negociation  with  the  Spartans,  which  was  confirmed 
and  ratified  by  the  voice  of  the  ariitocratical  cabal,  and  fub- 
mitted  to,  rather  than  accepted,  by  the  majority  of  the  alTem* 
•  bly»  with  the  gloomy  filence  of  deipair. 

*  On  the  iixteentb  of  May,  the  day  on  which  the  Athenians 
had  been  accuilomed  to  celebrate  the  anniverfary  of  the  im- 
xportal  vi£U>ry  of  Salamis,  the  hoftile  armament  took  poffeffion 
of  their  harbours ;  the  combined  army  entered  their  gates. 
The  walls  and  fortrefles  of  the  city  of  Minerva,  which  the  ge- 
serous  magnanimity  of  its  inhabitants^  preferring  the  public 
iia^fety  to  their  own,  had  abandoned,  in  defence  of  Greece,  to 
(iie  fury  of  a  barbarian  invader,  were  ungratefully  levelled 
to  the  ground,  by  the  implacablp  refentment  of  the  Greeks ; 
who  executed  their  deftrudive  purpofe  with  all  the  eagernefs  of 
emulation ;  boafting,  amidil  the  triumphs  of  martial  muiic, 
|hat  the  demolidon  of  Athens  would  be  regarded*  in  fucceed- 
ing  ages,  as  the,  true  aera  of  Grecian  freedom.  Yet  after  they 
had  fatisfied  their  vengeance,  they  feemed  to  regret  its  effeds. 
The  <iay  was  concluded  vyith  a  magnificent  felliviail,  in  which 
the  recitation  of  the  poei^  formed,  as  ufua),  the  principal  or- 
nament of  the  entertainment.  Among  other  pieces  was  re- 
hearfed  the  Eledra  of  Euripides,  and  particularly  that  aHed* 
ing  chorus,  •*  We  come,  O  daughter  of  Agamemnon  !  to  thy 
fuUic  and  hum^c  roof."  The  words  were  fcarcely  uttered,, 
*'      .  .  vhen 
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^jten  At  whole  aflembly  melted  into^tears,  the  ferldm'condi*^ 
tion  of  that  young  and  virtuous  princefs)  expelled  the  royal 
palace  of  her  father,  and  inhabiting  a  miferable  cottage,  in 
want  and  wretchednefs,  recalling  the  dreadful  viciflitude  or 
fortune  which  had  befallen  Athens,  once,  miftrefs  of  the  Tea. 
and  fovereign  of  Greece,  but  deprived,  in  one  fatal  hoar,  of 
her  (hips,  her  walls,  and  her  fh-ength-^  and  reduced  from  the 
pride  of  power  and  profperity,  to  mifery,  dependence,  and 
fervitnde,  without  exerting  one  memorable  effort  to  brighten 
the  lafl  moment  of  her  delliny,  and  to  render  her  fall  iU 
luftrious.' 

The  conclufion  of  this  extra6t  affords  an  additional  iiifttiic« 
how  much  Dr.  Gillies  is  inclined  to  tautological  amplification « 
in  reciting  the  difaftcrs  of  Athens.  He  even  feems  to  dwcjl 
with  pieafure  on  the  fubjedl.  As  if  fubjeftion  xo/efvituJe  had 
not  been  fufiicient  to  exprefs  her  melancholy  fituation,  he 
judged  it  indifpenfable,  however  unneceflary,  to  charge  th« 
pidlure  with  depindence^  But  why,  fincc  he  loves  antithefes) 
did  he  not  contrail  the  fride  of  power  with  At  humiliation  of 
fervitude  ?  And  why  has  he  omitted  to  mention  in  his  climait 
the  lofs  of  liberty ^  which  was  held  by  the  Athenians  as  th^ 
nobleft  pofleiEon  they  could  enjoy  ?  He  thought,  perhaps,  that 
had  he  admitted  liberty,  he  could  not  fo  properly  employ  ftr- 
vitude,  to  which  he  was  determined  to  reduce  them. 

T^T*  Gillies  affeds  to  imitate  the  c'oncifenefs  of  Thacydides, 
without  poiTefliog  the  vigour,  the  perfpicuity,  and  judgment, 
of  that  admired  author.  The  Greek  hiftorian  paipts  his 
fubjeds  with  a  bold  and  difcriminating  hand ;  but  the  moderft 
fcatters  his  flimfy  though  glaring  lights  and  fhades^  with 
equal  capricioufnefs  and  indifcretion. 

Thi«  author  endeavours  to  reprefent  the  charafter  of  Diony- 
fius,  the  tyrant  of  Syracufe,  in  a  much  more  favonrabie  light 
than  that  in  which  it  has  been  tranfmitted  by  ancient  writers. 
A  few  obfervations,  indeed,  may  feem  to  countenance  the 
conjefture ;  but  Dr.  Gillies's  opinion  is  the  lefs  admiffible,  as 
it  is  partly,  and  ev^n  erroneoufly  founded  upon  the  aMthority 
of  Polybius  and  Scipio  Africanus,  who  have  only  faid,  *  That 
none  ever  concerted  his  fchemes  with  more  prudeqfre,  or  exei* 
cttted  them  with  more  boldnefs,  than  DionyiiUs  the  Eld^r/ 
Thefe  qualities  are  fo  far  from  being  decifiV^  wfth  J^egard  to 
the  moral  chara6\er  of  Dionyfiud,  againft  the  geiierfA  evidence 
of  hiHory^  that  they  have  be^n  confpicaoos'  hi  dany  of  the 
lOoft  avowed  tyrants  that  ever  li^ed.  But  thii('ilJ*^ot  tljt^  piA^ 
inftance  in  which  the  doAor/has,  upon  no  better /i&Qiftoloo; 
Attempted  to  violate  the  diftribiittvc  jttflSce"  dT  Wft^r."* 
'    The  expedition  of  the  Greeks,   undci'  th*  ^djjifliknd  of 
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XenopHon,  forms  an  intercfting  narrative,  as  related  by  that 
mafterly  writer ;  but  we  cannot  help  thinking,  that  the  mi* 
II ate  account  of  it,  given  by  the  author  now  under  confidcr- 
ation,  was  unneceflary  in  a  general  hiftory  of  Greece  ;  and  it 
certainly  occaiions  a  very  unfavourable  comparifon  between 
the  fubftitute  and  the  beautiful  original. 
;  Th«  fubfequent,  as  well  as  the  antecedent  events  of  the 
•  Grecian  hiftory  being  fo  well  known,  and  copied  by  Dr. 
Gillies,  from .  the  ufual  authorities,  afford  but  little  fubje6t 
for  remark  :  we  fhall,  therefore,  only  obferve,  that  he  has 
adopted  an  opinion  concerning  the  character  of  Alexander, 
inore  conformable  to  the  prejudices  of  Arrian,  than  confiftent 
with  the  general  fentiments  both  of  ancient  and  modern  hiilo- 
rians.  We  do  not  find,  notwithflanding  his  very  modeft  affer- 
tion  in  the  preface,  that  the  concatenation  of  feemingly  de- 
tached events  has  received  any  fatisfadory  light  from  his 
boafted  refearches.  Indeed,  the  iniinuation  of  fuch  an  eifed, 
in  an  age  fo  remote  from  the  times  of  Grecian  liberty,  muft 
tend  rather  to  excite  a  fufpicion  of  artifice,  than  to  evince  the 
penetration  of  any  author,  unacquainted  with  more  complete 
hiftorical  documents  than  are  extant  of  that  country.  Befides, 
we  muft  confefs,  that  we  are  not  To  well  fatisfied  with  this  au- 
thor's information,  or  the  juftnefs  of  his  ideas,  as  to  give 
jnuch  credit  to  his  conjedlures,  where  the  evidence  of  ancient 
writers  is  either  obliterated  or  obfcure. 

The  fentiments  we  have  now  exprefTed  will  be  fufficiently 
juftjfied  by  the  fequel. 

In  a  note,  in  the  firft  volume  of  this  work,  page  183,  Dr. 
Gillies  cites  the  following  paiTage  from  Herodotus,  who  read 
yds  hiftory  at  the  Olympic  games,  4  44.  years  before  the  Chrif- 
tian  «ra :  '  Honfer  and  Hefiod  lived  about  four  hundred 
years  ago  ;  not  more  :  and  thefe  are  the  poets  who  compofed 
^  Thcpgony  for  the  Greeks. ;  who  afligned  to  the  gods  their 
.refpe^itive  appellatipns  and  epithets ;  diftinguiftied  their  feveral 
forms,  and  defined  the  arts  in  which  they  excelled,  and  the 
Jionours.towiiich  they  were*  entitled.  As  to  the  poets  who 
pxe  fuppofed.  to  have  preceded" them,  I' am  of  opinion  that 
tl^cy  flk)uriihfd  in  a  later  age.' 

Wilhouf  jjiaking  any  remark  on'tlif  opinion  of  Herodotus, 
Jet  uV  l^jy^iuiind  to  Dr.  Giljjes,  wh^  expreftes  himfelf  in  the 
fubfequent  .tej;ms^:  *  The  pre'ciedirig  no^  proves  the. ignprancc 
Jpf  ^Tj>do|ji9^and  his  contemporaries,  concerning  the  hiftory 
of^ihjwf  |l^iwt!,baf4^s ;  iince  pf.tiieYe  venerable  fathers  of  the 
\jfricikn,^j^g\o^  mentioned  by,  Homer 

'^^W'ffM  «K«  ihr^w;bf  Achilles, 

Jit  i^i  Mcxampus,  10  the  nfteenth  book  of  the  Otdyfrey.' 

^    ^  We  ' 

\ 
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Giliiit*  H^ory  of  JncUttt  Qnece.  t^^ 

We  ihall  firft  examine  the  foundation  of  thil  author*«  re- 
mark in  refpedl  of  Linus.  The  following  is  the  pailagc  in 
the  Iliad  to  which  he  refers : 

KaKrivj  T^fuo'fiiHi*  (AfKavtg  f  moi  porting  «r«v* 

AiA,(p\  Sij  xuavsfiv  xaVcIov  zri^t  S*  cf  x0»  t\»C9-$ 
KaccilffV*  (Aia,  f  oJn  iretfvSog  7iv  iir  airnv, 

IlaspOcktxai  J^  xai  t;i0EC»,  cir»\ci  (Pgovsovltg^ 

Touriw  J*  f V  fAifTToio-i  W»V  (po'f/AiJ^A  Xiyufi 
IfAtfiotv  xiOafli^c*  XiVGV  ^*  uiro  xaXov  iXftJc 
AcTrlfltAci)  (Po^v)]*  to)  St  fwrovltg  ifAKolfi 

•  Next  ripe  in  yellow  gold  a  vineyard  (hines» 
Bent  with  the  pond'rous  harveft  of  its  vines  ; 
A  deeper  dye  the  danglibg  cluflers  ftiow. 
And  curKd  on  iilver  props,  in  order  glow : 
A  darker  roetal  mix'd,  intrench'd  the  place. 
And  plates  of  glitt'ring  tin  th'  inclofure  grace. 
To  this  one  path-way  gently  winding  leads. 
Where  march  a  train  with  bafltets  on  their  heads, 
(Fair  maids,  and  blooming  youths)  that  fmiling  bea^ 
The  purple  product  of  th'  autumnal  year. 
To  thefe  a  youth  awakes  the  warbling  ilriogs, 
Whofe  tender  lay  the  fate  of  Linus  fings ; 
In  meafur'd  dance  behind  him  move  the  train, 
Tune  the  foft  voice,  and  anfwer  to  the  ftrain.'        Pope. 
The  opinion  that  Homer  here  mentions  the  poet  Linus, 
refts  entirely  upon  a  paflage  in  Paufanias  (lib.  ix.  cap.  29.) 
which  is  merely  conjedlural,  founded  upon  no  evidence,  fup* 
ported  by  no  argument,  and  therefore  of  no  authority  for 
cdablilhing  the  point  in  qucHion.     Mr.  Pope,  in  his  tranfla- 
tion,  has  adopted  the  fame  idea  ;  but  being  taken  from  Pau- 
.  fanias,  it  can  be  entitled  to  no  greater  regard  than  that  of  its 
original  author.     It  is,  likewife,  not  more  unfatisfadory  in 
refpe£l  of  its  foundation  than  incoflfiHent  with  the  context. 
The  part  above  extracted  from  Homer  defcribes  a  fcene  of  fe- 
ftivity,  in  which  young  men  and  maids  are  employed  in  iiiig* 
ing  and  dancing,  to  the  mufic  of  a  youth  who  plajrs  on  his 
harp  (according  to  Mr.  Pope)  the  fate  of  Linus^.    The  fate  of  . 
this  ancient  bard,  we  are  told,  was  tragical.     He  is  faid  to 
have  been  killed  by  a  blow  on  the  head  from  Hercolef,  for 

V4  laugh* 
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laughing  at  that  hero's  aukwerdnefs  in  reciting  a  Jong.  Is  it 
than  confiftent  with  probabilttyt  not  only  that  the  youth  who 
played  on  the  h^rp  fhould  flrike  up  no  other  piece  of  mafic 
than  an  elegiac  compofition  ;  but  that  the  whole  company 
ihould  fing  and  dance  to  ftrains  fo  repugnant  to  gaiety ;  and 
all  this  at  a  time  when  they  were  araXci^fpoveovrt^j  indulging 
themfelves  in  . youthful  thoughts;  a  difpoiition  of  jnind  very 
faintly  epcprcfled  by  /milmg*  and  for  which  wc  have  not  any 
adequate  terin  in  our  language  ? 

It  IS  with  extreme  regret  that,  on  this  occaiion,  we  have 
been  obliged  to  bring  into  notice  any  defeat  in  the  tranilation 
of  the  Iliad  ;  a  work  which »  with  all  its  imperfedions,  will 
do  lading' honour  to  the  Engliih  language.  But  there  feemed 
reafon  to  fufpeA  that  Dr.  Gillies,  while  affeding  to  found  his 
argument  upon  the  original  authority  of  a  Greek  writer^  was 
in  truth  only  fubftitutiag>  under  the  name  of  Paufanias«  the 
unacknowledged  authority  of  Mr.  Pope,  Notwithdauding  the 
conjedture  of  Paufanias,  we  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  neither 
the  ma&ntULTa  nor  the  perfon  of  Linus  are  really  fo  much  as 
mentioned  by  Homer ;  and  in  this  aflertion  we  are  fupported 
by  the  opinion,  of  his  moft  learned  commentator.  Dr.  Civile, 
ivho  tranflates  the  word  Mvoy,  ^hwrdut  a  chord  or  firing*  The 
argument  by  which  he  eUabliihes  thi«  interpretation  is  fbort 
and  decifive.  '  Sed  quombdo  in  fcuto  depingi  potuit,  ^uem 
caneret  Citharifta  V  *  But  how  was  it  podibie  to  reprefent 
on"  the  ihield  noh^m  the  mufician  fung  V  The  fenfe  of  the 
pafiage  therefore  is,  that  the  youth  played  a  delightful  tune. 
Nor  can  a  different  interpretation  be  maintained  with  any  de« 
gree  of  probability. 

Let  us  now  enquire  concerning  Melampu9,  whom  Dr.  Gilw 
lies  affirms  to  be  another  ancient  poet,  mentioned  by  Homer, 
The  paflagc  to  which  he  refers  is  the  following,  in  the  fifteenth 
book  of  the  Qdyfley  ••  , 

Mai'lij'  arif  ytvviv  yi  MsXatufrbf^  ^Hyovi^  w^ 
*Of  tiTpln  (MP  vol*  iifom  IXuXo)  m  /ix»ilipj  jtipiXwv, 
^^(Pmo^  UifXUifi  \kiy  Vcfi'Xj»>  idfACila,  yaim' 
A^  TpVf  y*  ixXov  iriiJ^ov  i(f>iKdoy  mfiUfjfa^  (P$if^if9 
JSfpAf^  Tf  ftMyd^Vf^ot  dycmirmlov  ^(oivlmf 
^Oc  SI  xf^P^^  cr#XX»  TsXr4r^#fov  tU  m»ul^¥ 

1i«  ■      ■  '  ■  ■      I     1,   ...     ^ *■•     •  p 

•    f  ,V4tfwwAfJmfiUi  in  ^«  liiilOTy^  SMk  12.    Sec  Vol.  h  p.  sSj. 
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,Ai(rfAw  iv  d^yxXiia  iiitloy  xpo^lf,  aA]/fa  Vftirp^CtJV^ 
Eiitxa  NtiAJj©*  xspuf,  flfruc  ti  jSapciuf, 
Tifv  01  frTr)  (Ppcort  d'iixc  ^f at  iatnrXrijii  'E^ivyuf* 
'AAX*  0  /EACk  i}c(p\iy$ .  x7p«»  >^  uAao-s  ^ug  cpijiAUxyi 
*£^  IIu^v  EX  <^uAduc}ic»  9^  iriVaTo  fpfoy  afixff • 
*AkIiOio»  NuAiidt  xottf'fj/VYiru  ti  }^uvArx« 

Af^o(  Ef  tTnrobolov   roVi  j^oe^  vu  oi  HKTifAOV  fiip 
VlaUfAivai  zjoXXoTfTiv  cUfda-troff  'A^^»oio-iV* 

*  Mean-time  the  prince  with  facrifice  adores 

Mi&erva,  and  her  guardian  aid  implores ; 

When  lo  !  a  wretch  ran  breathlefs  to  the  ihore. 

New  from  his  crime,  and  reeking  yet  with  gore* 

A  feer  he  was,  from  great  Melampus  fprung* 

Melampus,  who  in  Pylos  flourifli'd  long, 

^Till  urg'd  by  wrongs  a  foreign  realm  he  chofe. 

Far  from  the  hateful  caufe  of  all  liis  woes. 

Neleus  bis  treafures  one  long  year  detains : 

As  long,  he  groan'd  in  Philacus  his  chains : 

Mean-time,  what  anguifh  and  what  rage  combin'dy 

For  lovely  Pero  rack'd  his  lab'ring  mind  ! 

Yet  'fcap'd  he  death  j  and  vengeful  of  his  wrong 

To  Pylos  drove  the  lowing  herds  along : 

Then  (Neleus  vaqquiih'dy  and  confign'd  the  fair 

To  Bias'  arms)  he  fought  a  foreign  air ; 

Argos  the  rich  for  his  retreat  he  chofe. 

There  forw'd  his  empire,  there  his  palace  rofe/     Pope* 

Through  the  whole  of  this  paiTage,  Homer  has  not  once 
mentioned  Melampus  as  having  been  a  poet.  From  the  virtue 
afcribed  to  his  descendant,  there  is  merely  implied  an  iniinu* 
at] on  that  Melampus  was  a  footh-fayer :  and  this  agrees  with 
the  general  teftimony  of  ancient  writers ;  for  he  is  celebrated 
as  a  foothfayer  and  phyiician.  We  may  now  difcover  by  what 
means  Dr.  Gillies  has  plunged  into  error ;  and  we  (hall  en- 
deavour to  extricate  him.  In  confulting  a  Greek  Lcxicoa, 
he  foQjad  that  M«vt«;  was  interpreted  by  the  Latin  word  vattt^ 
which  fignifies  either,  a  poet  or  a  foothfayer;  though  the 
Greek  word  is  not,  like  the  Latin,  ambiguous,  but  re&ri6te4 
to  the  latter  Signification.  He  rafhly  embraced  the  former  of 
thefe  iignifications»  and  inftantly  dubbed  Melampus  a  poet  s 
without  any  authority  from  Horner^  whom  he  has  falfely  cite4  , 
in  fupport  ,of  that  opinion^  an4  no  wny  conformaUf  to  the 
general  cfiar^^tcr  of  Melampos, 

So 
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So  far  as^  we  have  proceeded  in  examining  Dr.  GiIItes'9 
charge  of  ignorance  againft  the  venerable  father  of  l^iftory, 
the  imputation  recoils  Itrongly  upon  himfelf ;  but  in  the  fub- 
iequent  part  of  his  crude  impeachment,  we  (hall  find  it  ag- 
gravated with  peculiar  circumflances  of  temerity.  He  urges 
the  argument  againft  Herodotus  in  the  following  terms  : 

•  According  to  Herodotus,  therefore,  the  age  of  Homer  is 
lifty  years  later  than  it  is  placed  by  the  marbles  of  Paros.  But 
€n  thift  fubje^t  we  have  furer  evidence  than  any  monuments  of 
marble,  or  even  the  teftimony  of  Herodotus  can  afford.  The 
circumftantial  minutenefs,  and  infinite  variety,  which  charac- 
terife  the  Iliad  and  OdyfTey,  prove  their  inimitable  author  to 
have  lived  near  the  times  which  he  defcribes.  He  converfcd  in 
Lt5  youth  with  thofe  who  had  feen  the  heroes  of  the  Trojan 
iwar  ;  and,  in  the  vigour  of  his  age,  beheld  the  grandchildren 
ofiEneas,  Uly/feSy  Achidles,  and  Agamemnon* 

♦*  Ni»>  A'  S'n  Aiveiflto  ywo{  T^utg-aiv  euia^H 
,  Km  7«(?£;  treci^bsv  rot  ku  fisrovha^t  yipuila^^*     Iliad,  XX*  vei*.  306* 
•*  On  great  iEneas  fhall  devolve  the  reign. 
And  ions  fuccecding  fons,  the  lading  line  fuftain.**  Pope* 

In  endeavouring  to  eitablilh  the  opinion  that  Homer  had  in 
his  youth  converfed  with  thofe  who  had  feen  the  Trojan  war  ; 
and  in  the  vigour  of  his  age,  beheld  the  grandchildren  of  i£neas» 
kc.  Dr.  Gillies  founds  his  argument  not  only  upon  a  mifcon* 
UruAion  of  Dionyfius  of  HalicarnaiTus,  but  upon  a  ridiculous 
interpretation  of  the  two  lines  above  quoted  of  Homer  ;  to 
which  he  affixes  a  reilrif^ed  and  narrow  meaning,  inftead  of 
that  indefinite  and  magnificent  fenfe,  which  moft  certainly  was 
intended  by  the  poet.  With  refpcfl  to  the  former  of  thefe 
authorities,  the  faft  is^  that  the  words  of  Dionyfius,  fo  far 
from  fupporting  Dr.  Gillies 's  opinion,  diredly  contradid  it. 
The  following  is  the  fenfe  of  the  pafTage. 

*  There  are  fome  -who  fay  that  ^neas,  the  fon  of  Venus, 
ajter  having  made  an  expedition  into  Italy,  returned  home, 
and  reigned  in  Troy  :  that  at  his  death  he  left  the  kingdom  to 
Lis  fon^Afcanius,  whofe  defcendants  enjoyed  the  throne  for  a 
long  period.  Thofe  perfons  mufi,  I  fuppofe,  have  been  led 
into  this  error,  by  fome  verfcs  of  Homer  mifinterpreted.  For, 
in  the  Iliad,  he  has  introduced  Neptune  foreteJling.^e  fa* 
tore  grandeur  of  i^neas  and  his  defcendants  in  this  manner* 
•*  But  now  i£neas  fhall  reign  over  the  Trojans ;  and  the  chiU 
dren  of  his  children,  who  (hall  afterwards  be  born."  They, 
therefore,  imagining  that  Homer  had  known  of  the  rei^  of  thofe 
frincej  in  Phrygia,  and  conceiving  it  impoffible  for  perfons  in- 
habiting luly  to  govern  the  Trojans,  they  farmed  the  grpundlefs 
.notiof$  of  ^neas's  return*    But  was  it  not  eafy  to  fuppofe  fuch 

a^eign 
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a  reign  over  thofe  Trojans,  who  had  followed  MncsLS^  though  ia 
a  difercnt  part  of  the  world  ?* 

Certainly  Dionyfius  could  not  more  plainly  declare  his  owa 
fentiments*  Nor  does  he  confine  the  period  of  Homer's  exig- 
ence to  any  particular  generation  of  the  Trojan  princes.  The 
only  proof  that  Dr.  Gillies  has  to  produce  for  this  opinion, 
fo  confidently  aiTerted,  of  Homer'3  having  feen  the  Trojaa 
princes,  reiis  upon  a  fingle  word  in  Dionyfius,  €iiiveu,  and 
tlHLt  perverted  from  it3  obvious  and  common  acceptation.  Bf  * 
this  mifinterpretation,  he  has  bountifully  reflored  to  that  bard 
the  ufe  of  his  eyes,  of  which  ancient  fculptors  and  ancient 
authors  had  too  long  deprived  him.  This,  though  a  point 
which  may  admit  of  fome  difpute,  furely  is  not  to  be  deter- 
mined fo  flightly.  But  the  miilakes  of  this  author  are  of  fo 
complicated  a  nature,  that  they  are  not  more  confpicuous  in  the 
mifapprehenfion  of  ideas  and  fentiments  than  in  the  perverfion 
of  language.  Dr.  Gillies,  therefore,  has  greatly  mlfreprefented 
the  whole  of  the  evidence  on  this  fubjedl ;  and  to  preferve  the 
train  of  his  erroneous  conceptions,  he  has  fubjoined,  *  that  the 
force  of  the  criticifm  evaporates  in  Mr.  Pope's  tranflation.* 
That  the  force  of  a  criticifm,  which  never  had  any,  ihould 
evaporate,  is  a  remark  entirely  fuitable  to  the  peculiar  inge* 
nuity  of  this  author;  bat  every  judicious  critic  will  allow 
that  Mr.  Pope  has  preferved,  in  this  paiTage,  both  the  fenfe 
and  fpirit  of  Corner ;  which  Dr.  Gillies,  by  his  own  vifi- 
onary  and  frigid  interpretation,  would  totally  extinguiih. 
Virgil,  the  bed  interpreter  of  Homer,  hias  given  it  in  no  other 
fcaCe :  « 

*^  £t  nati  natorum,  Sc  qui  nafcentur  ab  illis.'' 

A  great  part  of  this  work  is  employed  in  digrefiions  on  the 
philofophy,  the  literature,  the  date  of  the  arts,  &c.  in  an« 
cient  Greece ;  in  which,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  the 
author  generally  follows  the  opinion  of  former  writers.  AmidSt 
the  mafs  of  extraneous  fubjecis  occafionally  introduced,  he 
has  thought  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  profeflion  of  a  cour- 
tezan was  reduced  into  fydem  by  Afpafia.  As  Dr.  Gillieg 
omits  no  opportunity  of  attempting  to  difplay  his  .  learning, 
however  unfuccefsfully,  and  his  induflry  is  often  mifapplied, 
we  were  under  fome  apprehenfion  left  he  intended  to  explain 
the  myfteries  of  this  infamous  and  pernicious  employinent ; 
'  hnU  fortonalely  for  us,  his  meretricious  lucubrations  termir- 
nate  with  eftabliibing,  at  Atheni,.a^fchooiof  vice  and  plea- 
:fure,  as.wcll  as  of  literature  and '^ifofophy. 

This  fuppof^^d  {a€t,  relative  to;Arpafia|  the  author  (harbor 
rowed  from  Athenaeus,  a  diligent  cotleftor  of  ancietf t  Mtt^ 
dotes.    £ut  it  may  be  proper  to  inform  Br.  QiBmi  that  t^ 

no 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


•OO  0«  Vijttatorial  Jurifiiiiiion  in  Colleges* 

no  means  arc  they  all  entitled  to  the  credit  of  a  judicions 
^iftorian,  who  ought  to  examine,  by  the  laws  of  probability  as 
well  as  by  collateral  aathorities,  the  truth  of  every  tranfac- 
tion  which  be  admits  into  his  narrative.  ^  Had  Dr.  Gillies  re- 
gulated his  condu£l  by  this  rational  principle,  he  might  have 
.been  convinced,  from,  the  experience  of  other  nations  and 
ages,  as  remarkable  for  profligacy,  we  believe,  as  Athens  in 
the  time  of  Pericles,  that  the  idea  of  the  profeilion  of  a  cour- 
tezan being  reduced  into  fyftem,  is  one  of  thofe  extravagant 
£6tions  which  have  their  foundation  in  credulity,  and  ought  to 
be  rejeded  by^very  author  who  would  maintain  the  dignity  of 
.liiftorical  compofitibn,  and  diredt  his  arduous  labours  towards 
the  improvement  and  ufeful  information  of  mankind. 

To  extend  our  obfervations  on  this  work  to  every  circnm- 
fiance  which  demands  animadveriion,  we  (hould  greatly  exceed 
the  bounds  of  a  Review ,  and  we  fliall,  therefore,  only  make 
a  few  more  remarks  refpedling  its  general  charafter.  Its  moft 
predominant  quality  is  a  terfenefs  of  ftyle  and  fentiment, 
deeply  tindurcd  with  afFedlation.  The  author  profeiTcs  to  be 
an  ardent  admirer  of  ancient  patriotifm  and  virtue^  which  he 
takes  every  opportunity  to  commemorate.  Indeed,  the  moft 
fpecious  fentences  in  the  work  are  incidental  reflediions  on  this 
*  fubje6\;  too  obvious,  however,  to  be efteemed  profound,  and' 
too  little  diverfified  to  obtain  the  praife  of  ingenuity.  An  • 
affeftation,  likewife,  of  political  knowledge  has  fometimes 
prompted  the  author,  with  great  impropriety,  to  allude  to 
.recent  tranfadtions  \  and  in  hi«  account  of  the  battles  of  the 
ancient  Greeks- in  Afia,  he  fpeaks  of  fquadrons,  and  evolu- 
tions, and  manoeuvres,  with  all  the  freedom  of  a  military  fer- 
jeant.  The  whole  work,  in  point  of  fentiment,  is  more  af- 
fcded  than  animated ;  and,  in  ftyle,  lefs  elegant  than  uniform. 
It  contains  a  narrative  uninterrupted  by  vacuities,  but  un- 
warrantably fupported,  in  various  parts,  by  the  hypothetical 
"fupplements  of  conjedurc  ;  rendered  yet  more  unwarrantable, 
and  dangerous  to  hiilory,  by  their  not  being  acknowledged* 

On  Vtfitatorial  JurifdiSion  in  Colleges  of  the  Uni'verfities.  A 
Litter  to' the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Mansfeld*  4/0. 
js.     Rivington. 

-A  Di^^ote.  having  latoly^axtliai,  relatdve  to  the  ex^nt  of  the 
-r^  yiAtatofial  power  exe;tafed  in  our  nniwerfiiiet,  the  anthor 

cf  this  Letter  exajmmta^thp'fubjefb  with  gteat  attention^'  and 
.f94e^v{>iica!tO(eftabLiih  thtf  principles  upon  whicl^:  fn  hislopi- 
.eUm,  ;tfaiejCQnl2ri>vcrly  doght  ^  be  decided^*    He  fets  out  with. 

akiBg  ^.iekur  oCtbexnattuc  afidlimi({s  of  ^ftgMl.'jurifdidioa 
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in  general ;  fhewing  that  none  of  the  legal  coorts  is  invefted 
with  abiblate  aothority,  bat  that  all  are  confined  to  the  pro- 
vince of  adminiftering  and  interpreting^  withoat  the  power  of 
over-rQling  and  infringing  the  laws.  The  author  having  eita- 
bliihed  this  do^rioe,  proceeds  to  examine,  by  analogy^  the 
nature  of  the  authority  in  queftion.  Colleges,  as  bodies  cor- 
porate, he  obferves,  derive  their  exigence  immediately  from 
the  crown ;  and,  whether  founded  at  the  inftance  of  iaymea 
or  ecclefiaftics,  are  now  determined  to  be  entirely  laj  corpora- 
tions. That  being  endowed  by  the  benefadions  and  beqaeils 
of  their  founders,  they  are  alfo  eleemofynary,  and  are  confe* 
quently  fubjed  to  the  wills  or  (latutes  of  thofe  founders,  who 
had  an  undoubted  right,  by  the  common  law,  to  difpofe  of 
their  property  to  what  legal  purpofes  they  pleafed.  That  vi- 
fitors  were  inftituted  in  the  place  of  executors  and  truflees ; 
and  that  colleges  being  ereded  on  royal  charters,  letters- 
patent,  or  a£ls  of  parliament  to  which  the  royal  aiTent  was 
given,  dill  the  king's  authority,  through  the  medium  of  his 
fupreme  court  of  judicature,  namely  that  of  the  King's  Bench, 
mufl  be  admitted,  as  in  every  other  department  of  the  execu- 
tive power,  to  prefide  over  all  thofe  foundations. 

*  The  diAindion  made  between  the  fundatio  incipiens  of  the 
king,  and  the  fundatio  ttrficicns  of  the  founder,  is  a  mere 
fidion,  contrived  to  ere^  the  ;iuthority  of  victors  into  a  ]ail: 
refort  upon  the  ruins  of  prerogative ;  for  the  wills  and  bequeils 
of  founders,  by  which  they  perfed  the  king's  Tpundations  in 
diviiing  their  property  to  their  collegiate  Tons,  are,  in  all  re- 
fpeds,  the  fame  with  the  wills  and  bequeds  of  fathers  diviiing 
their  property  to  their  lawful  fons,  but  which  do  not  pretend 
to  veft  all  power  of  adminiHering  juftice  among  their  children 
in  the  breafts  of  executors  and  truttees,  to  the  exclu/ign  of  the 
authority  of  the  courts  of  law.' 

The  queftion  which  if  the  fubjefl  of  this  author's  enquiry, 
however  eafily  it  might  be  refolved  upon  the  piinciple  of  ana- 
logy, and  a  regard  to  the  prevention  of  tstxy  ppffibility  of 
abufe  in  the  difcharge  of  an  office  of  trud,  has  formerly  been 
litigtited,  in  the  caufe  of  Exeter  College,  Oxford,  when  an 
appeal  was  made  from  the  vifitor's  decree  to  the  court  of 
King's  Bench.  On  this  occafion,  the  lord  chief  juftice,  fir 
John  Holt,  diiFered  in  opinion  from  his  three  colleagues,  who 
contended  that  the  victor's  decree  might  be  reviewed ;  that 
his  jurifdiciion  could  not  exclude  the  common  law,  but  was 
liable,  if  erroneous,  to  be  corredled  by  the  higher  courts. 
^    The  chief  juftice  maintained,  'on  the  contrary, 

"  That  by  the  common  law,  the  office  of  vifitor  is  to  judge 
according  to  the  (latutes  of  the  college,  and  to  hear  all  appealf 
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of  courfe ;  and,  that  from  him  and  him  only*'  (b^  what  com* 
jnon  law  he  determined  this  I  fhould  be  happy  to  be  informed) 
**  the  party  grieved  ought  to  have  redrefs,  the  founder  having 
repofed  in  him  fo  entire  a  confidence  that  he  will  adminifier 
jolHce  impartially,"  (fo  does  the  father  in  the  executors  and 
truilees  appointed  in  his  will)  **  that  his  determinations  are 
final  and  examinable  in  no  other  court  whatever." 

Judgment  was  given  according  to  the  opinion  of  th,e  three 
inferior  judges  ;  but  by  the  influence  of  the  opinion  of  fir 
John  Holt,  our  author  obferves,  the  judgment  of  the  court 
of  King's  Bench  was  reverfcd  by  the  houfe  of  lords. 

The  author  fubmits  to  the  confideration  of  the  public  the 
three  following  proportions,  as  arifing  from  the  words  in 
which  the  opinion  of  fir  JohiT  Holt  is  expreffed. 

•  I.  The  vifitors  of  colleges  in  the  univerfitics  arc  bounds 
in  duty  and  by  virtue  of  their  office,  to  receive,  judge,  and 
determine  the  appeals  of  all  who  are  int^refted  and  concerned 
in  the  focieties  over  which  they  art  appointed  to  preiide,  either 
by.  themfelves  or  their  aJTefrorB.  ^ 

'  2.  They  are  impartially  to  judge  and  determine  according 
to  the  plain  and  obvious  meaning  of  the  flamces  of  founders, 
where  thefe  Hatutcs  are  exprefs. 

•  3.  They  are  impowered  to  interpret  in  doubtful  cafes,' 

Thefe  proportions  are  afterwards  enforced  at  fufficient 
length  by  the  author,  who>  we  mull  acknowledge,  difplays 
not  only  much  ingenuity,  but  drong  arguments,  in  favour  of 
rendering  the  juriididion  of  vifitors,  like  all  other  offic.es  in- 
ilituted  for  the  benefit  of  the  community,  cognizable  by  th« 
fupreme  court  of  law* 

Remarks  on  fome  of  the  CharaSiers  of  Sbakefpeare*     %*vo*     2/. 
Payne  and  Son. 

'TpHE  elegance  and  ingenuity  of  thefe  Remarks  make  us  re- 
•*■  gret  that  they  were  not  extended  farther.  Mr,  Whately  left 
this  pleafing  field  for  the  more  ornamented  garden :  we  are  fome- 
what'confoled  by  the  elegance  of  his  obfervations  on  •  orna- 
mental gardening,'  yet  we  are  forry  to  perceive  the  neglefted 
ilate  of  the  fubjeft  before  us.  Immerfed  in  bufy  life,  he  left 
the  *  idle  trade'  of  an  author,  probably  for  more  ufeful  em* 
pjoyment.  If  this  were  the  cafe,  we  ought  to  refign  our  en- 
tertainment without  a  figh. 

Mr.  Whately  obferves  very  juflly,  that  the  mind  is  difcri- 
minated  with  the  fame  minutenefs  as  the  features ;  that  a  ge- 
neral likenefs  can  convey  no  idea  of  the  charafler,  without 
die  peculiarities  which  diHinguifh  the  fubjed  of  our  remarks 

*  from 
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'  from  others  who  have  the  fame  caft  of  features,  and  the  fame 
tint  of  complexion/  Nothing  can  be  more  juft  than  this  ol>« 
fervation^  and  we  have  often  endeavoured  to  enforce  it. 

•  Yet  the  generality  of  dramatic  writers,  and  more  efpeciail/ 
of  thofe  who  have  chbfen  tragedy  for  their  fubjeCl:,  have  con* 
tented  themfelves  with  the  diitant  refemblance,  which  indifcri-«^ 
minate  expreffions  of  paflion,  and  imperfed,  becauie  genera!, 
marks  of  charadter  can  give.  Elevated  ideas  btcome  the  hero; 
a  profefled  contempt  of  all  principles  denotes^the  Villain  ;  fre- 
quent gufls  of  rage  betray  a  violence*  and  tender  Sentiments 
diew  a  mildnefs,  of  difpofition.  But  a  villain  differs  not  more 
from  a  faint  than  he  does,  in  ibme  particulars,  from  another  as 
bad  as  himfelf :  and  the  fame  degrees  of  anger,  excited  by  the 
fame  occafioos,  break  forth  in  as  many  feveral  ihapes  as  there . 
are  various  tempers.  But  thefe  dillinguifhing  peculiarities  be« 
tween  man  and  man,  have  too  often  efcaped  the  obfervation  of 
tragic  writers.  The  comic  writers  have,  indeed,  frequently 
caught  them  ;  but  then  they  are  apt  to  fall  into  an  excefs  the 
other  way,  and  overcharge  their  imitations :  they  do  not  fuffcr 
a  charafter  to  fhew  itfelf,  but  are  continually  pointing  it  out 
to  obfervation  ;  and  by  thus  bidding  the  fpeflator  take  notice 
of  the  likenefs,  tell  him  all  the  while  that  it  is  but  a  repre- 
fentatioQ.  The  former  is  commonly  the  defe^  of  the  French 
tragedies,  which  are  therefore  iniipid,  even  when  they  abound 
with  poetry  and  paflion  :  and  the  latter  is  a  fault  common  in- 
the  EngliOi  comedies,  which  makes  them  difgufling,  chough 
they  are  full  of  wit,  good  fenfe,  and  humour.  The  one  falls 
(hort  of  charader,  the  other  runs  into  caricature  ;  that  wanly 
refemblance,  and  this  is  mere  mimickry.' 

Shakfpeare  had  more  carefully  fludied  tl^e  human  mind, 
and  delineated  with  greater  precifion  its  charaderiftic  features, 
than  any  of  his  fucceffors.  His  charaders  differ  from  each 
other,  yet  ^11  are  animated  and  corred  ;  and  the  fame  paifion, 
in  different  ci re um fiances,  afFumes  fu^ch  various  appearances, 
that  we  do  not  at  firfi  recognife  it.  To  examine  thefe  appear- 
ances according  to  the  frame  of  mind  which  colours  and  direds 
them,  was  our  author's  chief  objed ;  but  his  pen  was  fooa 
caught  from  his  hand,  and  he  has  left  only  a  very  imperfect 
fragment ;  inipcrfeft,  feemingly,  not  only  in  defign,  but  in 
arrangement* 

Richard  the  Third  and  Macbeth  are  both  ufurpcrs,  both 
murderers,  and  both  traitors.  They  are  foldiers,  who  win  the 
crown  by  treachery;  and  lofe  it,  with  their. lives, on  battle, 
againfl  thofe  who  ought  to  have  inherited  it.  So  far  the  pa- 
rallel is  exad  ;  but  all  beyond  is  contrail ;  for  no  chara^ieri 
differ  more  in4heir  Situations,  in  their  fentiments;  or  the  ge- 
neral events  of  their  lives.     This  contrail  is  the  fubjed  of  ibe 
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Remarks,  in  which  the  author  difplays  great  critical  exadnefi* 
an  acate  penetration,  and  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  human 
heart.  In  fome  parts,  his  obfervations  are  too  far  extended  ; 
he  dwells  on  the  dilterence  between  the  ufurpers,  with  per- 
haps too  partial  a  fondnefs  for  the  difcovery,  and  fometimes 
leaves  a  fabjeci  unfinifhed,  to  which,  in  another  part  of  his 
work,  he  again  recars.  This,  however,  ought  not  to  be  con* 
fidered  as  a  fault,  becaufe  the  remarks  feem  not  to  have  pro- 
fited by  the  mature  reflexions,  and  repeated  examinations,  of 
the  author* 

We  cannot  purfue  this  contrail :  in  general,  Richard  ap- 
pears the  '  gay  bold-faced  villain  ;'  his  crimes  are  excited  by 
his  ambition,  and  not  checked  by  his  remorfe  ;  he  is  brave, 
fteady,  and  enterprifing,  Macbeth,  on  the  contrary,  is  ten- 
der, timid,  and  fuperftitious.  '  Whatever  man  dare  he  dares  ;* 
yet,  at  times,  his  bravery  wants  the  fpur  from  more  ambitious 
fpirits,  and  his  ileadinefs  is  fupporced  only  by  the  artificial  aid 
m(  charms :  when  thefe  fail,  he  is  fearful,  irrefolute,  and  at 
laft  courageous  only  from  defp^ir. — The  following  pa/Tage  can 
be  moil  eaiily  feparated  from  the  reH,  and  we  (hall,  therefore, 
infert  it  as  a  fpecimen. 

*  But  the  charaXers  of  Richard  and  Macbeth  are  marked  not 
only  by  oppofite  qualities ;  but  even  the  fame  qualities,  in 
'  each,  differ  fo  much  in  the  caufe,  the  kind^  and  the  degree, 
chat  the  diftin^lion  in  them  is  as  evident  as  in  the  others.  Am- 
bition is  common  to  both ;  but  in  Macbeth  it  proceeds  only 
from  vanity,  which  is  flattered  and  fatisfied  by  the  fplendor  of 
a  throne  :  in  Richard  it  is  founded  upon  pride ;  his  ruling  paf- 
fion  is  the  lull  of  power : 

— **  This  earth  affords  no  joy  to  him. 
But  to  command,  to  check,  and  to  o'er  bear." 

and  fo  great  is  that  joy,  that  he  enumerates  among  the  delights 
of  war, 

"To  fright  the  fouls  of  fearful  adverfaries,** 

which  is  a  pleafure  brave  men  do  not  very  feniibly  feel ;  they 
rather  value  * 

r  .^^  Battles 
Nobly,  hardly  fought.'* 

But,  in  Richard,  the  fentiments  natural  to  his  high  courage  are 
loft  in  the  greater  fatisfadtion  of  trampling  on  mankind,  and 
feeing  even  thofe  whom  he  defpifes  crouching  beneath  him : 
at  the  fame  time,  to  fubmit  himfelf  to  any  authority,  is  incom* 
patible  with  his  eager  defire  of  ruling  over  all  ;  nothing  \ei% 
than  the  firft  place  caa  fatiate  his  love  of  dominion :  he  declares 
that  he  (hall 

a  «  Count 
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iti/karh  at  fide  »f  He  CbarA^ers  of  ihak^e^r/f.       ji^ 
**  Count  himfelf  but  bad,  till  he  is  beft/' 

^  While  I  live  accoant  this  world  but  hp^U 
Until  the  Mis-lhap'd  trunk  that  bears  this  head^ 
Be  round  impaled  lirith  a  glorious  crown;'^ 

iirhich  crown  he  hslrdly  ever  mentions^  except  in  fv^elling;  termt- 
of  exaltation ;  and  which,  even  after  he  has  obtained  it^  h^ 
calls 

**  The  high  imperial  type  of  this  earth*s  glory.** 

But  the  crown'is  not  Macbeth^  pUrfuit  through  life:  her 
kad  never  thought  of  it  till  it  was  faggelled  to  him  by  th« 
witches;  he  receives  their  promife,  and  the  fubfequent  earnelt 
pf  the  truth  of  it  with  calmaefs.  But  his  wife,  whofe  thoughts 
^re  always  niore  afpiriog^  hears  the  tidings  with  rapture,  and 
greets  him  with  the  mod  extravagant  congratulations ;  ihe  comf 
|»1aias  of  his  moderation ;  the  tttmoft  merit  ihe  can  allow  hini 
is,  that  he  is 

— **  Not  without  ambition.** 
But  is  cold  and  faint,  for  the  fubjed  df  it  is  that  of  a  weak 
mind  i  it  is  only  pre-eminence  of  place,  not  dominion*  He 
never  carries  his  idea  beyond  the  honour  of  the  ftcuacton  he  aims 
at;  and  therefore  he  confiders  it  as  a  iituatton  which  lady 
Macbeth  u^iU  partake  of  equally  with  him  :  and  in  his  letter, 
tells  her, 

*•  This  have  t  thought  good  to  deliver  thee,  ray  4eareft 
partner  of  greatnefs,  that  thou  might'll  not  lofe  the  4\xe»  of 
rejoicing,  by  being  ignorant  of  what  greatnefs  is  promised 
thee*'*      - . 

But  it  was  Ms  rank  alone,  not  his  pow^r,  in  which  (he  could 
ftare;  an4  that  indeed  is  all  which  he  afterwards  fcems  to 
thiflk  he  had  attained  by  his  nfurpation^     tis  Hyles  l^imfclf, 
m*'  High-plac'd  Macbeth/* 

But  in  n6  other  light  does  he  ever  conteioplat^hi^  adyancement 
%/h\k  fatisia^on ;  and  when  he  finds  that  it  is  not  attended  wicl^ 
that  adulation  jind  refpe4d  which  he  had  promifed  himfelf,  and 
which  wquld  have  foothed  his  vanity,  h^  iinl^s  lender  ti^  iitf 
appoiniine&t,  and  complains  that, 

— — — **  My  way  of  life 
Is  fallen  into  the  fear,  the  yellow  leaf; 
And  that  which  (hould  accompany  old  age. 
As  honour,  love,  obedience,  troops  of  friends, 
1  mutl  not  look  to  have.*'— - 

Thefe  bleffings,  fo  defirabfe  to  him,  are  widely  different  froa^ 
the  piaxfuits  of  Richard,  He  wiihes  not  to  gain  the  affedions^ 
but  to  i'ecure  the  fubmiffion  of  his  fubjed:s,  and  is  happy  to  fep 
^en  (brink  under  hiscontroul.  But  Macbeth,  on  the  contrary^ 
reckons  amon^  the  miferies  of  hia  condition, 

Vp^.  LXJ,  ^//,  j;8|.  X  **Mmkr 
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•*.  Mouth-honour,  breath, 
tV^hich  the  poor  heart  would  fain  deny,  but  dare  not.'' 

and  pities  the  wretch  who  fears  him.' 

It  will  be  obvious^,  that  our  author's  deiign  differs  from 
Mr.  Richardfon's,  which  merited  ouf  commendations :  we 
oan  only  exprefs  our  wilhes  that  it  may  be  ably  purfued. 


The  Patriady  an  Heroic  Poem,  in  Three  Books ^     4/^.     2/.  Sd* 
Debrett. 

'T*  HOM  the  firft  book  of  this  hcroie  poem,  a  name  to  which 
^  it  has  no  prctenfions,  we  conceived  mu'ch  hopes  of  enter- 
tainiiient.  The  Mufes  are  at  firll  invoked  in  a  very  fprightly 
manner  ;  and  feveral  modern  writers,  particularly  fome  of  ouf 
ladies,  ridiculed  with  tolerable  fuccefs.  After  this,  the  comic 
,o'r  fatiric  Mufe  is  introduced  :  we  know  not  which  is  meant ; 
for,  in  ^enumerating  heri^otaries,  we  find  fome  who  were  never 
much  favoured  by  the  firft,  nor  others  by  the  fecond.  Having 
paid  her  compliments  to  the  writers  of  the  claffic  ages,  ihc 
thus  iketches  fome  of  the  ftriking  features  of  the  fucceeding 
ones. 

*  Henceforth,  the  influence  of  the  nine. 

On  earth,  'gan  rapidly  decline  : 

Devils  incarnate  rul'd  mankind. 

And  all  the  world,  at  once,  grew  blind.. 

They  took  a  tyrant  for  a  thing. 

By  Jove  appointed,  calPd  a  king. 

They  took  a  priell — 'tis  fhame  to  hear  on't-^  , 

A  pamper'd  pried,  for  God's  vicegerent. 

But,  >\hat  of  all  appears  moft  odd. 

They  took  a  wafer  for  their  God  r 

A  God,  I  mean,  of  flefh  and  blood, 

i  hat  eat  and  drank,  and  fat  and  llood. 

They  fwore  that  prieft,  with  fign  of  crof^. 

Could  of  that  wafer  make  a  horfe  ; 

And,  faith,  perchance  the  prieil:  was  right  % 

A  horfe  of  gingerbread  he  might. 

They  fwore  that  priefts,  with  power  divine. 

Could  into  blood  transform  good  wine  i 

But,  ere  you  could  infpedl  the  cup. 

The  prieit  took  care  to  drink  it  up. 

They  fwore— a  very  likely  ftory  I— 

In  biimrtone,  hell,  or  purgatory, 

(And  fwore  it  with  an  oath  imperial,) 

That  fouls  would  burn,  though  immaterial. 


They 
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^he  Pairiai,  ah  Herotc  Poem;  '  ^Oj 

^hey  Avore  that  wooden  flatucs  fainted. 

And  piflares  by  iign-painters  painted. 

Could  hear  and  fee,  and,  like  poftillion^ 

Ride  pofl  to  heav'b,  With  pfay'rs  on  pillioni 

They  fwore  that  e'en  the  knackk  bone 

Of  faint-Iikcf  finner,  dead  aiid  goiie. 

On  being  touch'd,  would  heal  a  wound; 

Or  fave  from  being  hang'd  or  drown'd  : 

Andi  to  complete  th'  abfurdity^ 

That  three  was  one^  and  one  was  three. 

All  this  they  fwore^  and  with  the  fword 

Maintained  it  gofpel  of , the  Lord. 

Such  dodlrine  down  men's  throats  they  craih'd : 

Believe,  they  cry'd,  or  you'll  be  damn'd. 

Believe,  or,  by  our  virgin  goddefs. 

We'll  roail  your  fouls  add  burn  your  bodies.*  ^ 

Thcfe  lines  are  not  free  from  defefts^  nor  fo  forcible  and  poig- 
hant  as  Butler's  generally  are  ;  yet  they  are  neither  unworthy 
nor  unlike  to  thofe  of  that  inimitable  writer.  Had  the  authoi^ 
continued  in  the  fame  key  throughout  the  poem;  the  tax  of 
half  a  crown,  levied  oii  the  reader  for  forty-five  pages,  might 
have  been  paid  without  repining.  In  the  fecond  book  iht 
Mufe  (and  we  think  this  performance  might  have  becrn  called 
the  Foetiad  rather  than  the  Patriad)y  continues  to  relate  the 
progrefs  of  comic  humour,  from  the  dark  ages  to  the  prefent 
times.  She  begins  the  lail,  which  contains  a  ludicrous  ac* 
count  of  the  Iriih  volunteers  and  their  leaders^  with  a  palpa- 
t>le  bull  ;^  aiferting^  that  being 

— —  *  arriv'd  at  lafti 

Not  at  the  tnd^  but  the  commence'^ 

Meni  of  our  tale  heroic  ;  whence 

The  world  may  learn,  or  rather  mighty    ' 

If  men  would  read  ;  for  tho'  we  write. 

And  lantWing  with  our  mufe  proceed. 

It  is  not  clear,  the  world  will  read.' 

Though  in  a  Hudibraftie  poem  we  txptOt  no  fftil  hahnbnj^ 
of  verfification,  )et,  in  reading  fuch  lines  as  thefe,  and  we 
4neet  with  too  many  fimilar  ones,  where  the  fentiment  makea 
no  atonement  for  the  flatnefs  of  the  diflion,  we  cannot  bnc 
feel  fome  degfee  of  fatigue  and  difgult.  A  vein  of  hiimoar^ 
indeed,  pervades  the  whole  poem,  but  it  is  not  often  remark* 
able  either  for  its  fbengtlv  or  delicacy. 
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AS  the  Brldlh  publications  are  at  this  ipoment  numerou?  ; 
and,  as  each  preiCss  on  us  with  its  peculiar  claims,  we 
cannot  give  a  very  extenfive  account  of  aay  one  foreign  work. 
We  (hall  britEy,  therefore,  inforn»  our  readers  #f  what  is  tranf- 
a£ting  on  the  continent,  and  6eftr  a  more  particular  account  of 
jbme  of  thefe  works  to  a  period  of  nore  leifure. 

The  third  (Livraifoji)  fet  of  the  beautiful  views  of  Switzer- 
land, were  lately  delivered*  Six  plates  are  pretty  regularly 
pviblifhed.  They  are  coloured,  executed  with  great  clearneft 
and  hriUiancy ,  and  exhibit  fotne  of  thofe  views  which  delight 
and  ailoniih  the  adniirers  of  that  romantic  country.  We  have 
examined  the  greater  number;  and,  though  unequal,  yet  th« 
word  pofieiTes  confidesable  merit.  They  are  roentioaed  with 
greater  propriety  in  this  place,  becauie  they  are  accompanied 
with  a  preface,  written  by  the  celebrated  Haller,  who,  in  hia 
botanical  refearches,  wandered  over  thefe  varied  fcenes,  and 
informs  us,  with  his  iifual  iiniplicity  and  force  of  languagCn 
what  we  may  cxped  in  this  ferics  of  views«  The  reprcfentatioas 
are  faid  alfo  to  be  uncommonly  accurate* 

We  (hall  not  rtep  far  out  of  our  path,  if  we  mention  the 
^  *  Hiflorical  and  Univerfal  Gallery'of  Pi^tutFcs^  now  pubjiihing 
at  Paris.  Thefe  coni'ii^  of  the  head$  of  eminent  perfons,  etched 
in  aqua  forti?>  with  iome  ihoic  informations  relating  to  their 
lives.  Two  fets  are  already  publiflied,  at  about  three  (billings 
each  ;  but  the  lives  confifl  only  of  a  few  well-4cnown  fa^is.  Each 
fee  contains  eight  portraits  ;  and  they  feem  to  be  grouped  with- 
«ax  any  regular  defign.  If  the  pidures  were  animated^  theji 
would  wonder  at  their  (Ituation^  and  cry  out 

*  Now  this  is  worfliipful  fociety  !* 

In  the  firli,  are  the  portraits  of  Alexander  the  Great;  Anne 
Boleyn;  Cicero;  Fenelon  ;  Ma(raniello^  the  Neapolitan  hero  ; 
Staniflaus  of  PolUnd  ;  William  Tell,  the  deliverer  of  Switzer- 
land ;  and  Vateau.  In  the  (ccond,  Lebas ;  Boffoct ;  Julias 
Csfar ;  Chriftina  of  Sweden  ;  Henry  iVth  ;  Magalotti  ;  Ti- 
tian  ;  and  De  Wit.  In  France,  the  pulfc  beats  high  for  liberty  i 
hut  their  deliverance  is  probably  yet  at  a  dillance.  We  may 
iiee  the  difpofition  of  oar  neighbours,  even  from  the  publication 
before  us.  The  band  oi  heroes  is  not  now  led  on  by  Louts 
Quatorze;.  bat  by  William  Tell,  by  Ma(ranicllo,.  and  Henri 
Quatre.  The  religious  prejudices  feem  to  have  alfb  fubfidcd, 
by  the  choice  of  /innc  Boleyn,  whom  every  good  Catholic 
ufually  ranked,  as  we  do  the  Pretender,  with  no  very  honour- 
able  companion.  But  we  fee  that  the^good  Fenelon  is  IHU 
looked  up  to  with  refpedl ;  and  we  may  add,  that  a  very  fuperh 
quarto  edition  of  Telcmachus  has  been  lately  publifhed  ;  an- 
other honour  to  his  memory..    We  have  not  yet  fe^n  it,  but  we 
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feppofe  It  /plendid,  fince  the  two  volumesy  fcwed,  coil  two 
guineas  in  Paris.  While  we  are  inentioning  fuperb  editions, 
we  are  reminded  of  a  fpiended  one  of  the  Satiricon  and  Prag- 
«nencs  of  Petronius  Arbiter^  publiflied  lad  year  at  Berlin  :  we 
wiih  the  editors  had  difplayed  their  abtJities  on  a  better  work. 
Rut  to  return ;  fome  of  thefe  heads,  particuJarty  that  of  Sta- 
niOaus,  are  faid  to  be  drawn  from  memory^ 

We  advance  neare'r  to  the  regions  of  literature^  when  we  men* 
fion  Mr.  Buch^oz's  DiiCertations  en  different  f^lants,  ill  unrated 
with  coloured  plates.  Thofe  which  be  bas  lately  publilhed^ 
are,  on  the  Ipo*  a  fubtle  poifon,  with  which  the  arrows  of  the 
South  American  fayages  are  infe^ed.  On  cofFeOy  with  an  ac- 
count of  its  cultivation,  its  preparations,  its  alimentary  and 
iwedicinal  properties.  As  ufuat,  the  properties  of  ooffee  are  here 
cftimated  much  too  highly.  The  next  effay  is  on  the  Barring* 
tonia  Speciofaof  Mr*  Forfter,  which  we  have  already  mentioned, 
in  our  account  of  Mr.  Millar's  *  Various  Sabjeds  of  Natural  Hi^ 
tory.'  The  laft  is  a  diflertation  on  the  Lager droemia*  There  is 
but  one  fpecies  of  this  beautiful  plant,  which  is  one  of  the  moH 
fplendid  that  adorns  out  hot-houfes*  It  was  denominated  froni 
Lagerflrocm,  a  Swede,  to  whofe  attention  we  are  indebted  for 
a  great  part  of  our  knowledge  of  the  natural  hiftory  of  China, 
His  mufeum  of  Chinefe  rarities,  particularly  thofe  which  be« 
long'to  the  animal  kingdom,  is  dtfplaved  in  the  fourth  vo- 
lume of  the  Amsenitates  Academics,  'the  Lagerftroemia  has 
been  hitherto,  w«  believe,  only  defcribed  by  Rumphius.  The 
fubje^s  of  the  former  DiiTertations  of  Mr.  Bucb^oz,  we  fup« 
poie,  are  well  known. 

On  the  fut^efl  of  Botany,  we  perceive,  in  the  foreign  Jour* 
nals,  a  Di/Tertation  on  the  Seeds  of  Plants^  by  George  Rudol- 
phus  Bohmen,  of  Wirtenburg,  It  contains  a  very  accurate 
oefcription  of  the  ilitferent  parts  of  the  feeds^  and  their  irfe^ 
biut  we  do  not  find  that  any  thing  very  new  is  added. 

it  is  with  much  pleafure  we  announ<:e  a  new  edition  of  the 
Wirtcnburg  Pharmacopeia,  the  authority  of  which  we  have 
had  occafion  to  obferve,  is  fo  extenfive  through  Germany,  and 
is  fo  generally  referred  to,  in  the  writers  on  the  materia  mcdica 
in  Germany^  Holland,  and  Switzerland.  This  edition  is  printed 
pn  better  paper,  and  is  much  more  correct  than  the  former  one 
€>f  1771.  The  €r(l  part  contains  an  alphabetical  catalogue  of 
the  materia  medica,  with  the  virtues,  qualities,  and  fources  of 
the  diiFerent  articles,  and  the  French,  Latin,  and  German 
names  of  each.  The  fecond  part  contains  the  formulae^  and  a 
therapeutical  lift  of  the  fimple  and  compound  medicines.  It  is 
ConjBluded  with  an  Index,  in  French,  Latin,  and  German,  re- 
ferring to  the  account  of  every  article  and  compofition  con* 
tained  in  the  Pharmacopeia. 

We  are  promifed  alfo,  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  the  fourth 
volume  of  Murray's  Materia  Medica ;  or,  as  he  ftyles  it,  *  Ap- 
paratus Medicaminttm,  tarn  fimpUciumi  ouam  prseparatorum, 
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et  Campoiitorum,  in  Praxeos  adjuinentum»  confiderata^.'  It 
already  confifts  of  three  volumes,  publifhed  in  1776,  1779,  *"4 
1784,  refpcAively  ;  and  is  the  completeft  and  the  fullefl  fydeni 
is^hich  we  have  ever  feen.  The  plan  is  new,  and  founded  on 
the  botanical  analogy :  we  would  recommend  the  confideration 
.of  it  to  the  anonymous  author^  who  lately  publifhed  a  fhort  at« 
tempt  to  recommend  this  method  of  inveftigaring  the  properties 
.of  medicines.  The  natural  orders  are  greatly  increafed  in 
number,  and  the  arrangement  is  fomewhat  different.  Since 
Dr.  Murray's  publication  of  this  *  Opufcula,'  >ve  arc  told  that 
he  has  been  engaged  in  completing  his  *  Appararus.' 

Profeflbr  I{.aellner,  of  Gottingen,  has  alfo  publiflied  his 
Commentaries  on  the  Optics  of  Boerhaave  and  Haller.  The 
Optics  of  Boerhaave  are  contained  in  a  little  volume,  publi(he4 
by  one  of  his  pupils,  entitled  *  De  Morbis  Oculorum.'  The 
chief ' objed^  of  the  profe^pr  is  that  palfage,  in  the  work  juil 
mentioned,  where  he  fays  that,  in  fixing  the  eye  on  any  objed, 
we  perceive  only  a  very  fmall  phy()cal  point,  diredly  in  the 
axis  ;  and  that  other  points  are  only  feen  when  we  change  the 
dire^ion  of  the  eye.  It  will  be  obvious,  that  the  language  is 
not  quite  correft,  and  that  the  pofitipn  itfelf  is  rather  mathe- 
inatically  than  phyfically  true.  On  the  paper  before  1^  we 
-ifee  more  than  a  fingle  letter  at  once,  and  e^ch  letter  con? 
tains  many  phyfical  points,  The  fa^t  is,  that  we  fee  more  than 
one  point,  but  we  fee  only  one  with  cleamefs  ;  and  rhe  area  of 
yiiion  is  really  much  lefs  than  is  commonly  apprehended,  with? 
put  changing  the  direction  of  the  axis.  He  ne>;t  explains  a^ 
intricate  pafiagc^  in  Haller*s  Phyfiology,  where  he  fpcaks  of  the 
.concave  glaffes  ufed  by  near-figbtcd  perfons,  Another  expla- 
nation of  Haller  relates  to  the  means  of  judging  of  the  (i^e  of 
an  objeft,  by  the  optic  angle  produced  to  the  bafe  qf  the  tri- 
angle. The  lai^  part  is  on  the  ufe  of  microfcopes ;  and  M» 
Xaedner  apologizes  for  M,  Vv'alther,  whom  Haller  bad  acoufed 
pf  an  error,  relating  to  the  refradion  of  the  cryllalline  lens. 

We  have  the  pleafure  of  adding,  that  M.  Sauffuj-e  means  foori 
to  publifh  the  fecond  volum*  of  his  *  Voyage  fur  Ics  AJpes*' 
Our  correfpondent,  on  this  fubjedt,  will  be  ^tjtendejd  to  at  th^ 
jend  of  this  Number,  in  the  ufual  place. 

M«  Ingenhoufc  is  purfuing  his  experiments  on  the  effeGt$ 
Trhich  the  various  fpecies  of  air,  the  dijfefent  degrees  of  heat^ 
light,  and  eledlricity,  have  on  the  vegetation  of  feeds^  and  the 
increafe  of  plants.  They  are(defigned  as  the  fubjcdls  of  another 
volume  of  bis  Klifcellanies.'^  I'he  refults  of  his  isxperiments 
lie  before  os,  but  they  are  too  long  for  bur  prefent  limits.  We 
^ope  to  be  able  to  refume  the  fabje.ft. 

The  refearches  of  chemifts  continue  to  be  fi^ccef^ful;  bu|t 
M.  Giorgi  and  Cioni,  at  Florence,  have  not  been  able  to  extraft 
inflammable  air  from  watier :  the  caufes  of  this  failure  are,  ^ 

f  Jwo  have  been  publiflied ;  but  one  only  has  appeared  in  EogUih. 
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t)i:s  aomenty  the  fubjecl  of  a  diligent  enquiry.     We  have  not 
f-oom  even  to  hint,  in  this  place,  at  all  the  various  purfuits.  or 
«ven  fome  of  the  later  difcoveries.     We  fhall  mention  fomc 
&^iking  fads,  relating  to  one  fubllance.     The  phofpboric  acid 
has  long  puzzled  us.     It  formerly  impeded  our  analyiis  of  the 
earth  of  bones :  it  more  lately  led  the  acute  ^Bergman  to  believe, 
that  he  had  difcovered  a  new  metal,  the  fidence;  and  we  are 
now  told,  that  dcheele's  acidum  perlatum,  a  new  acid,  which 
he  fuppofed  that  he  had  difcovered  in  urine,  is  only  a  phofpho- 
ric  acid,  combined  with  a  little  foliil  alkali.     Some  ingenious 
chemiib,  employed  in  the  founderres  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps, 
Jsave,  in  their  leifure  hours,  examined  borax  and  its  acid,  the 
fedative  fait.     From  their  experiments,  the  latter  is  very  pro- 
bably a  triple  fait,  with  an  excefs  of  acid,  containing  a  foliil 
alkaliy  fome  calcarious  earth,  and  the  phofphoric  acid. 

We  ihall  finiih  this  little  iketch  of  literary  news  by  the  fub- 
jtd  of  the  prize^  propofed  by  the  Academy  of  Arts,  Sciences, 
and  Belles  Lettres,  at  Dijon,  for  the  year  1787. 

*  What  is  the  Influence  of  the  Morality  of  Governments  on 
that  of  the  People  f ' 

*  This  influence  is  certain,  and  the  philofopher,  who  can 
read  the  hiftory  of  all  the  inhabitants  ^  the  eart:>,  mull  ac- 
knowledge it.  He  has  fe;en  that  the  principles  on  which  the 
condiidl  of  governments  towards  each  oiher,  anxl  towards  thei^ 
fubjeds,  is  founded,  become  the  printiples  of  the  fubjeds  them* 
ielyes.' 

*  By  enquiring  what  the  influence  of  the  morality  of  govern- 
ments on  that  of  the  people  is,  the  Academy  does  not  expect 
chat  th^  influence  fhould  be  demonilrated  ;  but  hopes  that  it 
will  be  (hown  by  its  effects,  that,  by  conlidering  the  nations^ 
whofe  character  and  manners  have  been  improved  or  injured  ia 
a  feniible  degree,  the  relation  of  the  eiFed^s  to  their  caufe  will 
be  difcovered.* 

Of  the  two  medals  for  the  former  eflay,  on  the  Theory  of 
the  Windi^  the  Academy  has  beitowed  one  on  the  chevalier 
de  la  Condrai :  his  dillertation  is  now  printing  ;  and  the  fecotid 
is  referved  for  the  belt  improvement  of  his  dilcoveries. 

The  names  of  the  caodidates  who  fend  eilays  muli  be  con- 
cealed in  the  ufual  forms :  only  reiident  academicians  are  ex- 
cluded from  the  conteil.  Their  works  muft  be  f^nt  free  of  ex- 
pence  to  M.  Maret,  dodor  of  phyiic,  perpetual  fecretary;  or 
1\^«  ^^^let,  profeflbr  of  poetry,  ^fliltant  iecretary,  before  the 
£rft  of  April,  1787. 

The  medal  is  a  gold  one,  of  ^00  livres  value  (about  13].) 
hearing,  on  one  fide,  the  arms  and  name  of  M.  Pouifier,  the 
founder  i  on  the  oth^,  the  device  of  the  Academy  of  Dijon* 
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Cenrraf  Ohfirvatioiti  on  the  S^fpptTa^.   8«itf,    \s*  Whicldon^ 

THE  author  of  this  pampfhlct  writes  in  the  charter  of  4 
farmcff  His  obfervations  are  confeqaeotly  plain  an4  fim- 
pl^»  at  the  fame  time  that  they  are  candi4.  We  iufped,  how-r 
kvtt,  that  honefl  I'armer  Steady  has  fome  relation  to  the  coan- 
%tr :  for  he  propofes  th^t  the  (hop- tax  ibould  be  converted  intp 
an  additional  tax  on  honfeSf 

J  Pdlltttal  Sermon^  preached  hfore  a  Rrrzt  H-r^Me  fl^-er,  on  thf 

Flrft  Dtr^  ^f  ibe  frefintj^eeting  of  f /.    yo.     I  jr.    Hook« 

ham. 

This  political  preacher  has  taken  l^is  text  frojn  r^ehrmiah  y- 
)4,  15.  He  recommends  the  example  of  that  faithful  an4 
|:ealous  governor  to  the  imitation  of  all  who  are  entrufted  witl^ 
any  (hare  in  the  public  fervice.  Perifons  both  in  and  out  of 
|)ffice  are  equally  obje^s  of  his  falutary  admonition  ;  and  he  • 
Endeavours  to  enforce  the  praftice  of  public  virtue  with  ail  this 
apparent  2eal  and  fmcerity  of  a  genuine  patriot,  tlioogh  not 
with  uncommon  eloquence. 

A  Re^UvJ  of  fome  inter ejiing  Periods  of  Iftfh  Hi^ory,     Sn/o*     i^. 
Whieldon. 

Ttie  periods  of  Irifh  hifipry  confidered.by  this  author  are 
the  thr^^  following  :  the  legal  eftabliihment  pf  the  Refor* 
jnation  under  queen-  Elizabeth,  the  malTacre  and  rebellion  it\ 
1641,  anfl  the  civil  war  in  1^89.  The  author  makes  many 
juft  obferVatipns  on  the  Date  of  Ireland^  and  the  conduct  of  the 
£nglipi  government  at  thofe  periods*  In  refpe^t  of  religipus 
opinions^  he  appears  to  be  moderate  and  liberal ;  but  in  what 
relates  to  politics  he  difcovers  a  partiality  to  Ireland. 

Pfffent  Politics  of  Ireland  f  confifiing  of  L  The  Right  Hon*  Mr* 
Hutchinfon^s  Letter  ip  his  Cotfiituents  at  Corke*  JL  Parlia'^ 
*  tnentary  JDifcvffpns  of  the  Irifh  Arrangement s,  llh  Mr*^  Laffan^M^ 
Ohferv'ations  on  the  relative  Situation  of  Great  Britain  and  Jre* 
land*  With  Notes  hj  an  Englifh  Editor •  8v<7.  zs,  6//.  Stock* 
dale. 

The  fir  ft  article  in  thi?  trafl  cpnfifts  of  a  Letter  from  th^ 
ftight  Hon.  Mr.  Hutchinfon  to  his  Conflitucnts  at  Corke,  re- 
lative to  the  commercial  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land* Mr.  Hutchinfon  had  voted  for  the  introduction  of  a  bill 
for  this  purpofe  into  the  Irifh  houfe  pf  commons,  and  in  the 
prefent  letter  he  jiiftifies  his  conduft  with  great  ability  ;  ex- 
tiaining  the  falucary  nature  of  the  bill,  and  delineating  thft 
advantages  which  might  be  ejfpcded  to  refult  from  it*  The 
feccnd  article  contains  Parliamentary  Difcuilions  of  the  IriiH 
i^irangemen|s;  by  meHieurs  Congliy^  ^rattan^  a|id  Flood,  on 
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o^fidi;;  and  by  Fi»gibbon»  Mafoi),  Foriter,  and  Hutchin* 
fon,  on  the  other.  The  third  is  the  produdion  of  MK  Laffan, 
/and  contains  Obfervations  on  the  relative  iituation  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ire]and«  He  declares  himfelf  of  opinion,  thac 
comtnerciar  regulations  between  the  two  kingdoms^  on  €eran 
of  reciprocity,  fo  far  from  proving  detrimental  t;o  the  intercAi 
of  Ireland;  wonid  be  attended  with  great  benefit* 

l.etterfrtm  n  Diftinguijbtd  Englifh  Commorier  to  a  Peer  tflrefan£, 
4>n  the  Repeal  vf  ^  Part  of  the  Penal  Laws  againft  the  Irljb  Ca^ 
tries'*     i2mo.    64.    Jjeating. 

Theauthocof  this  I^etter  paints,  in  flrong  colon rt^  theva* 
fious  injuries  and  hardfliips  which  are  yet  infiided  by  the  penj^ 
laws  in  Ireland*  on  the  Catholics  in  that  kingdom*  Whatever 
may  be  the  fuccefs  of  his  efbrts  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic ful^jedsy  it  mull  be  allowed  ibat  he  alTerfo'  their  caufe  wich. 
|io  lefs  ability  than  moderation. 

Oppofiion  PoUiifs  ex^mpUJkd*  %vo,  \s.  6</.  Stockdalc,  ^ 
The  editor  of  the  Beauties  of  Fox,  North,  and  Burke,  liat 
now  betaken  himfelf  to  comment,  ferioufly^  upon  the  frivoiouB 
ciFufions  ii{  party,  lyhich  have  appeared  in  the  Morning  Herali 
and  Qazetteer,  during  the  lad  twelve  months.  An  author  muljb 
}}e  a  weak  advocate  for  goxernment,  who  can  find  no  better 
JTubje^  for  animadveriion.  ' 

4  Narrative  of  the  InfurreBlon  iMch  happened  In  the  ZemeeJart 
pf  Banarlsy   in  Atiguft'^   1781,  and  of  the  Tranf anions  of  the 
Govtrnorrgeneral  in  that  DifiriB,   t^to*  Printed  at  Calcuua* 
This  Narrative  contains  a  pcrfpicuous  account  of  the  conduS 
of  the  governor-general,  in  the  diftnft  of  Banaris.     li  the  do- 
cumcnis  adduced  in  fupport  of  thefe  tranfa6tions  are  of  iDdu-.- 
bitabic   authority,    we   think   Mr.   Haftings  entitled    to   the 
ivarmeft  acknowledgments  for  the  aftivity,  the  prudence,  th« 
vigilance,  and  ability^  with  which  he  difcharged  his  important 
iruft. 

The  Rejhiutions  of  tie  Madras  Committee^  held  at  Fort  Sf^  Gtorgt^ 
Sepk  19,  1785*  Alfo^  their  Petition  to  the  Parliament  o/Gre^ 
Britain^     9vo.     u.     Stockdale* 

Thefe  Kcfolutions  and  Petition  arc  of  the  fame  nature  an4 
tendency  with  thofe  which  were  lately  framed  m  a  meeting  nt 
Calcutta.  They  relate  to  fome  claufes  in  the  Eall  India  bill 
of  1784  J  the  obnoxious  parts  of  which,  we  believe,  have  been 
entirely  removed  by  the  late  amendments. 

Jn  Anfwer  to  the  anonymous  Remarks  on  a  Letter  from  Warren 
Hafings^  Ef^^  %voi,  ij»  Stockdale. 
In  oiir  laft  Review  weobferved,  concerning  thofe  anonymous 
Remarks,  that  they  were  written  with  a  degree  of  3cuttne<$ 
pot  ittt,  from  the  fufpiclon  of  perfonal  animofity.  The  Anfwer 
|s  not  inferior  in  point  of  conirovcriial  poignancy  ;  and  repeJs 
fvifh  forcible  arguments,  the  attacks  of  the  aUkilant* 

'     '   ■    ■    rh 
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^he  Letter  of  Dion  CaJpuSy  and  its  Anfiver^  on  the  Suhje^  of  Re- 
form  in  the  Burghs  of  i^cotland.  i2mo.  Printed  at  Aberdeen. 
This  modem  Caflius  defends  the  prefent  mode  of  ele(^ion  in 
the  burghs  of  Scotland,  againll  the  meafures  now  in  agitation 
for  procming  a  reform  in  this  part  of  tl>e  Scottifh  polity.  Tho 
Anfvver,  by  a  burgefs  of  Aberdeen»'is  fpirited,  and  maintains 
the  caufe  of  freedom  with  much  zeaU 

Examimation  of  th  Rights  and  Duties  of  Jurors  ;  iwthfome  Stric 
tufei  on  the  La<iO  of  Libels*     Svo*     2j.  6d.     Wheildon. 

This  author  is  one  of  the  moft  moderate  among  the  writers 
vho  have  treated  of  the  rights  and  duties  of  jurors;  oppofingf 
on  one  hand,  the  exertion  of  any/dangerous  prerogative  in  the 
judges,  and,  on  the  other,  the  claim  of  a  jury  to  decide  con- 
cerning the  law  as  well  as  the  fadt.  He  condu^s  his  argument 
both  with  ingenuity  and  learning;  but  is  not  likely  to  fatisfy 
thofe  who  are  friends  10  the  popular  fide  of  this  much  agitated 
queHion. 

POETRY. 

The  Prize  of  Fenus^  or  Killarnejf  Lake*  A  Poem,  Written  hy 
Mr*  kohinfon*  ^to»  zs.  Debrett. 
Though  this  wo/k  is  dedicated  to  the  duchefs  of  Rutland  ; 
with  a  modcft  hint  that  her  grace  might  *  otherwif«  overlook 
the  beauties'  of  that  celebrated  place:  yet,  in  the  poem,  we 
fuppofe  the  author  was  defirous  of  having  two  firings  to  his 
bow  ;  he  requelU  the  protedion  of  lord  Kenmure. 

I  **  Every  note  ♦ 

Shall  found  for  thee  ;  an  unknown  voice  fball  iing 
Thy  well-known  virtues,  and  thofe  heavenly  fcenes. 
Which,  too  long,  fhame  for  Erin,  lie  unfung, 
Nor  fee  th'  enraptur'd  ftranger  (land  in  gaze 
Before  fair  Nature  deckt  in  grand  array.' 
The  ftranger,  wc  apprehend,  would  be  equally  invifible  to 
thofe   *  heavenly  fcencs,'   fung  or  unfung.     But   it  is   welj 
known  that  they  have  been  often  '  attempted  both  in  profe  and 
^^hyme  :'  andour  author,  in  the  very  next  line,  maicing  ufe  of 
a  third  addrefs,  compliments  a  friend,  in  no  very  intqlligiWe. 
language  indeed,  for  his  defcription  of  them. 

*  Thou  too,  my  Griffin,  worthy  of  the  fame 
That  Friendfhip's  voice  can  give,  thou  whofc  fweet  lips 
Once  dropt  into  the  Mufe's  wond'ring  ears 

The  fccnery  divine,' 

The  idea  of  fccnery  dropping  from  a  lip  into  the  car  of  a 
Mufe  is  certainly  very  abftrufe ;  and  if  we  have  miflaken  its 
meaning,  we  hope  the  author  will  excufe  an  involuntary  en:or. 
Mr.  Griffin  is  requeued  to  •  look  on  the  ftrains  with  rapture  ;* 
and  the  tale  opens  rather  indelicately  with  '  green  Erin'  arifing 
from  the  Tea,  and  fliewing  to  the 

•  Iflands 
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*  Iflands  all  around 
Her  Miming  bofom,  and  the  chamfaln  %ht 
Of  Fancy's  every  beauty.'  -fc— 

All  the  Gods  in  Jupiter's  palace,  at  the  difclofure  of  facli 
^harms,.  become  enamoured  :  he  i£ues  ^  fummom — But  let  thc^ 
;author  tell  ic  his  own  W9y« 

^  In  fuppliant  mood,  and  Inttrpofats  clo/e^ 

The  Gojd  Creator  they  beibught  and  urg'd ; 

^ach  urgM  his  feverai  plea,  that  he  alone 

Might  claim  the  vernal  idand  as  his  lot.  v/ 

*  TW  impartial  deity,  to  avoid  ofFence, 
Nor  raife  ditturbance  in  the  heavenly  court. 
Summonsed  M  his  vaffal-gods,  and  from  his  throne, 
f  hat  throne,  which  clo^th'd  with  blaze  unfufferable, 
Dart^  horror  on  the  gods,  and  iills  all  heaven 

With  radiance,  fpoke  t\i\xs  joyfully  Jer cue. ^ 
A  deity  fti cautious  in  giving  offence  as  Jupiter  is  reprefentc^v 
ihould  certaibly  have  taken  anochei*  feat ;  for  what  lignified  his 
joy  and  firedity  to  the  poor  gods,  if  they  were  blinded  and 
'  thrown  iftio  dirt  ration  by  the  light  of  his  throne  ?  But  we  fiia!! 
purfue  this  ftrange  performance  no  farther  :  another  more  ex- 
traordinary claims  our  attention* 

^jbe  Fane  of  Britain  ;  an  Hiflorical  and  Critical  Poem^  in  Three 
Cantos,    ^to.     I  J.  bfd.     FJcxney, 

.*  %  cannot  help  feeling,  fays  the  author,  fome  Fatisfadion* 
fvhen  I  confidcr  that  I  have  counted  but  nineteen  years  ;''^— -it 
is  indeed  a  wonderftil  performance  for  a  youth  of  nineteen  i— 
Had  it  been  written  by  one  of  nine,  our  admiration  would  have 
jbeen  coniiderably  abated. 

*  The  lion  /Sies,  and  roaring  with  fuch  force, 
JLoud  a^  his  fame,  unbounded  as  her  courfe, 
^hro'  yet  untrodden  paths,  ^nd  air-heat  ways. 
Where  yet's  unheard  Fame's  trump,  or  Britifli  praife. 
As  o'er  the  earth  I  pafs,  my  wandVing  eyes 

Saw  j^^Vi?- kingdoms,  which  ;from  rivals  rife** 

,♦  Tofva  Mimallonjeis  impleruiit,'  ice.  of  Perfius,  finks  into 
^amenefs  and  fober -ienfe,  compared  with  fuch  tumid  inanity. 
Whatever  we  may  think  of  his  youth,  he  has  an  exceeding 
good  opinion  of  himfelf,  and  particularly  of  his  'voice;  which 
is  defcribed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  no  voice  ever  was  before,  and 
|F^e  hope,  iax  the  credit  of  common  fen/e,  ever  will  again. 
«  If  to  my  theme  th'  a,fpiring  verfe  prove  juft, 
My  voice  its  polifli  favcs  from  Time's  fear'd  ruft. 
(My  voice,  that  circumvents  th'  attentive  globe, 
Of  tongues  th'  ecliptick  ;  and  the  thought's  bcil  robe.) 
Aftride  the  lion,  thy  Pegafus  he  ! 
"jThe  fubje^^  and  thy  mufe  behold  in  nie  !' 

Our 
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Our  bard  feeros  in  fome  places  merely  attentive  to  the  rhymc^ 
and  fills  ap  the  intervening  part  with  any  words  that  ftiit  the 
mcti-c* 

•  To  find  a  country  where  foch  fplendours  ihooe, 

And  oh !  to  find  that  conn  try  is  itiy  own  ! 

Thefe  firings  afpiring  to  yotir  drains,  the  feat 

Shews  th^  unfkiJl'd  vT^in,  whh  a  virgin's  heat/ 
The  idea,  if.  there  is  any,  in  the  firft  couplet  appears  t6  be^ 
that  the  author  is  '  glad  to  find  that  he  lives  in  his  own  coun- 
try.' Of  the  next,  we  can  make  out  nothing  more  than  that 
firains  feem  applied  to  the  coantry,  and  fitingi  to  the  poem* 
We  (hall  not  prefume  to  inveftigate  what  is  meant  by  the  *  feats 
of  an  unfkiird  virgin/ 

^ht  Ccllytlum  tf  the  Nattoft:  or^  the  hefl  Hemt^ for  the  Sight. 
^t0»  li.  6^/«  Macklew. 
/Another  title  would  have  been  much  more  fuitable — for 
*Collyrium  of  the  Nation/  read  *  Delirium  of  the  Author/ 
We  meet  not  here,  indeed,  fo  many  glaring  abfurdities  as  in 
the  preceding  article,  but  it  is  more  ungrammatical,  and  equally 
unintelligible  ;  witnefs  the  opening  lines,  which,  to  our  Ihame 
be  tt  fpoken,  have  puzzled  the  whole  corps  of  Critical  Re^ 
viewers, 

*  Firfl  on  philofopby,  my  mofe^  dire£l. 
While  the  keen  thought  the  diilant  climes  infpe£^  2 
*Tillamity*s  the  main*fpring  of  the  mind-^-^^ 
The  world  'midft  folly  wild,  gapes  ever  blind* 
Then  fince  this  dignity  we  can't  attain, 
JIow  weak  the  man,  the  butt  of  others'  gain  ; 
Frcclcfs  from  debt,  ever  prone  to  borrow, 
Confcious  of  woes— 'wiih  for  life  to-morrow ! 
No  variations  new,  but  mixt  with  cares, 
"With  him  that  richeft  lives,  or  pooreft  fares; 
The  be(l  of  clay  fome  trick  chicane  will  try, 
prom  dervife  ttridt,  to  devotee,  or  fly. 
£ach  in  this  vale  the  game  of  broils  muft  play  } 
Then  ev'ry  cynick  deem  the  worft  of  clay. 
Supernal,  th'  Omnifcient  rules  on  high  !      '    ^ 
^nd  as  we're  good,  we're  Nation 'd  in  his  iky  ; 
But  as  we're  tyrants,  punilhment  fhall  find; 
JDire  the  proportion,  as  we  hurt  mankind. 
Then  candid  live,  and  travel  'midlt  the  heat 
Of  Phlegethona,  you'll  find  fome  fafe  retreat/ 
In  our  Sixtieth  Volume,  page  7a,  we  exprefTed  fome  apprc-* 
henfion  of  an  epidemic  diforder  reigning  among  the  bards  in 
the  Weft  of  England  ;  and  were  in  hopes  that  the  late  fevere 
froll  had  put  a  period  to  its  progrefs :  but  it  gives  us  infiiiit^ 
mortification  to  perceive  that  it  is  now  fpreading  to  other  parts, 
^hoold  it  reach  the  metropolis !  the  i^^  is  a&  dreadful  to  Re-^ 
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viewers  as  an  }nfediou$  fever  in  a  parifh  work  hoafe,  which  aa 
apothecary  I  eager  to  difplay  his  talents,  has  engaged  to  attend 
ai  an  inferior. rate. 

MISCELLANEOUS, 
The  Advant'^ges  of  Smtday  Sthaols  5  wUifcourfi  for  the  Benefit  •/* 
th&t  ufefut  and  exceUent  Charity^  at  St.  Mary*Sy  Manchefier^ 
O^aher  a,  1785/ jB[y  the  Rev,  J^»  Bennetts  ^0.  ij.  Cadel]. 
The  inftitution  of  Sunday  fchools,  for  inftru^ing  thechi!drc» 
of  the  poor  in  the  principlesr  of  religion*  is  a  defiga  which  merits, 
in  a  particular  manner,  the  encouragement  of  the  public ;  as  no* 
thing  can  tend  more  cffcftually  to  prevent  that  corruption  of 
heart  which  lays  the  foundation  of  all  the  moral  evils  that  conta- 
minate fociety-  It  is  impoffible  to  conceive  more  forcible  argu- 
ments forth^  cflablilhmcnt  of  fuch  a  plan,  than  what  are  urged 
by  the  reverend  author  of  this  difcourfe,  which  we  would 
warmly  recommend  to  the  perufal  of  ait-  who  have  a  regard 
cither  to  national  polity,  or  the  moft  cflential  intcrefts  of  roan-r 
kind.  It  abounds  with  excellent  fentiments  of  piety ;  with 
obfcrvations  on  religious  duty  not  lefs  important  than  rational; 
and  with  fuch  ftrong  indications  of  univerfal  benevolence,  as 
jhuft  command  the  applaufe  of  every  reader.  We  finccrely  con- 
gratulate the  patrons  of  this  new  inftitution,  on  beholding  th^ 
advantages  or  their  laudable  project  difplayed  with  fuch  emi- 
nent abilities  ;  and  we  hope  that  the  meritorious  example  pf 
MancheHer  will  be  zealoofly  imitated  over  the  kingdom. 

The  Beauties  of  Mrs^  Siddons :  or^  a  Jie^vlew  of  her  Perfurmance 

of  the  Chara^ers  of  Bfhidcra,    Zara^  Ifahclla^   Margaret  of 

Anjouy  Jane  Shore y  atid  Lady  Randolph,  hvo.   2/.  Strahan. 

Among  the  various  beauties  which  have  lately  been  fo  often 

and  fo  wantonly  expofed  to  public  view,  thofe  of  Mrs.  Siddons 

now  appear.     We  are  pleafed  with  her  in  every  fhape,  even  io 

the  impeyfed  outline  of  this  defcription.     The  charafiers  fe* 

leded,  are  thofe  which  fhe  performed  in  Dublin,  viz.  Belvi* 

dera,  Zara,  Ifabella,  Margaret  of  Anjou,  Jane  Shore,  and  ladjr 

Randolph. 

The  remarks  on  Mrs.  Siddons  are  occaHonally  accompanied 
with  fome  on  the  plays  in  which  Ihe  appeared.  The  latter  ar« 
of  little  confequence  ;  the  former  are  correft,  and  the  fcnfations 
flic  infpires  are  dcfcribed  in  bold  energetic  language  ;  but  they 
arc  not  diftin^ui&ed  either  for  their  acutenefs,  or  any  very  pre- 
cife  difcrimination.  If  we  confidcr  them  in  a  philofophical 
light,  they  will  be  found  deficient ;  but,  with  this  view,  they 
were  certainly  not  written  ;  and  it  is  no  imputation  to  the  ai^ 
thor,  that  ^hile  fhe  wiihed  to  give  general  information,  ihe  has 
jiot  compofed  a  metaphyfical  trcatife,  ^ 

Letterifrotn  Uinon  de  l^Enchs  to  thi  Marquis  SrvignU  'which  baiv^ 
not  before  aff  eared  in  Englijh^     I  zmo.     2u  td.     Hookham. 
The  French  make  love  by  talking  about  it,     la  this  littlft 
tolome  thfrc  is  a  great  deal  of  this  kind  of  converfation  %  and*. 
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to  parody  the  fpeech  of  a  FrencHman,  we  may  add,  that  *  thS 
Jady  fccms  to  have  great  talents  for  loving.*  The  Letters  may 
be  very  ufeful  for  fentimental  correfpondents,  and  for  fom^ 
others,  whofe  views  may  be  much  iefs  reined;  for  it  is  won- 
derful how  much  may  bo  expreifed  in  this  fentimental  way^ 
without  raifing  a  blu(b*  The  tranilator  tells  us,  that  a  part  only 
of  this  coUe^ion  has  been  yet  tran dated :  we  could  have  re« 
iigned  this  part  without  the  lead  regret. 

£Jays  on  /^  follovuing  SuhjeSis ;   Wealth  and  Force  of  Nations  I 

jiutlifcnticity    of  Offian  \   Accompanyment ;    Exiftence  of  Body  ; 

Fortification  ;   Battle,    By  Charles  M^Kinnon,  Efq,     hvo*     ^s» 

in  Boards.     Edinburgh. 

Never  had  any  production  Iefs  claim  to  regard  than  this 
u'himfical  mirceilanyy  which,  under  the  title  of  EiTays,  coniiila 
of  incoherent  fenteuc'es,  molliy  borrowed  from  other  writers, 
and  only  rendered  the  property  of  this  author  by  the  capricious 
form  into  which  he  has  metamorphofed  them.  The  pafiages 
leally  original  in  this  work  are  beyond  conception  ridiculous. 

7he  Nonteltics  of  a  Tear  and  a  Day.  i2wo.  ^s.fevoed^  Murray. 
This  little  volume  contains  a  feries  of  pidlurefque  letters,  on 
the  charadersy  manners,  and  cuiloms  of  the  French  and  £ng- 
liih  nations,  with  a  very  little  of  the  Spanifli  5  and  interfpcrfed, 
we  are  toki,  with  real  anecdotes.  The  author  afTumes  the  title 
of  Figaro,  and  may  afford  entertainment  to  fome  readers. 

Harmony  of  Law  and  Goffe^in  the  Method  of  Grace  y  demonftrated*^ 
By  W.  Arnoty  Minijier  at  Kennov^ay,     S*vo.     Jamefon. 
If  we  may  judge  from  the  extreme  tedioufnefs .  and  cant  of 
thefe  fermons,  the  autfabr  is  one  of  the  religious  fed  in  Scot- 
land, known  by  the  name  of  Secedcrs.     That  the  fermons, 
liowever,  have  been  well  received  by  the  congregation,,  there 
^an  be  no  doubt,  as  they  are  (aid  to  be  printed  by  delire.    But 
very  different,  we  fear,  will  be  their  reception  with  the  public. 
ji  Catalogue  of  Books j  ancient  and  modern ^  in  ^various  Languages 
and  Facultiesy  and  itpon  almoft  every  Branch  of  Science  and  Polite 
Literature  ;  including  an  extenfive  CoUeSlion  oj  Claffical^  Critical^ 
and  Philological  Learning  ;  colleBed^  for  the  moft  Part^  in  Ger-^ 
piany  and  the  Netherlands  :  methodical^  digefied^  with  a  Flew  /# 
render  it  ufrful  to  Students^  Colle^orsy  and  Librarians,  To  vjbicb 
is  added^  An  Index  of  Authors y  Interpreters,  and  Editor  $•     Si;o» 
es.  in  Boardi.    Sold  by  the  Book  fellers  in  London,  &c.  * 
It  affords  us  great  pleafure  to  haVe  an  opportunity  of  an- 
oouncing  to  the  learned  the  publication  of  this  Catalogue  of 
Books,  fo  uncommonly  numerous  and  valuable.  The  colledion 
amounts  to  no  Iefs  than  eijght  thoufand  different  works  ;  many 
of  them  diftinguifhed  by  their  celebrity,  many,  as  we  are  in* 
formed,  by  the  'elegance  and  corrednefs  of  their  editions,  and 

•  This  extend ve  and  valuable  CoUe&ion  of  Books  wiM  begin  to  he  fold 
by  Att^ion  on  May  8,  1786,  and  continue  for  thirty-five-day s. 
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not  a  fmall  nuihber  by  their  fcarcity.  They  hare  been  coHedted 
ID  .various  parts  of  Europe,  by  a  perfon  wbo  has  devoted  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  to  fuch  employment.  But  what  adds 
'peculiar  value  to  this  Catalogue,  is  the  remarkable  jodgmcnC 
with  which  the  books  are  arranged  r  a  circumilance  highly  wor- 
thy of  attention,  and  for  which  Mr.  Paterfon  is  known  to  be 
particularly  qualified.  VThe  arrangement  of  libraries,  he 
very  properly  obferves,  is  of  no  fmaU  importance  to  literature; 
more  efpecially  in  an  age  when  there  arc  far  more  literary  en- 
quiry, jttft  criticifm,  and  general  reading,  than  were  ever 
known  in  this  country. — It  is  the  only  means  of  pointing  out 
the  progrcfs  of  fcicnce  and  knowledge  of  every  kind,  from  the 
origin  of  printing,  to  which  happy  invention  we  owe  the  revival 
and  diffttfioa  of  letters  to  the  prefent  time ;  and  of  noting  the 
ifeJUa-ata  in  each :  for  to  know  what  is  wanting,  and  may  bo 
done,  it  is  highly  neceiTary  to  be  acquainted  with  what  has  al- 
ready been  done.* 

To  render  the  prefent  Catalogue  more  ufeful  to  ftudents, 
collediors,  and  librarians,  Mr.  Paterfon  has  fubjoined  an  index 
of  Authors,  Interpreters,  and  Editors.  This  addition  is  at- 
tended with  one  advantage  of  no  inconfiderable  moment ;  which 
is  that  of  difcriminating  perfons  of  the  fame,  or  nearly  the  fame 
name.  In  a  word,  we  cannot  but  regard  this  great  collediua 
as  a  literary  treafure,  the  arrangement  of  which  is  no  Icfs  ho- 
nourable to  the  indulb7  of  Mr.  Paterfon,  than  aufpicious  to 
the  intereits  of  learning. 

A  Table  which  reduces  Deals^  at  imporud  frwm  the  Baltic^  /# 
brandard  Deals,  j^to*  Oj.  in  Boards.  Hodgion,  Liverpool* 
This  Table  (hews  the  quantity  of  liandard  in  any  number  of 
Baltic  or  common  deals,  from  one  to  a  thouiand ;  of  any 
length,  from  fix  to  fixteen  feet,  and  from  feven  and  a  half  to 
twelve  inches  broad  ;  of  thicknefs,  from  one  and  a  half  to  three 
inches,  including  the  intermediate  divifions.  There  is  like- 
%vife  a  Table  for  white  deals  imported  from  Norway,  when  fold 
by  the  hundred,  at  twelve  feet  long  and  three  inches  broad ; 
with  a  Table  of  Solid  Meafure,  ihewing  the  contents,  in  feet 
and  quarters,  of  any  piece  of  timber,  from  one  to  fixty  feet 
long,  and  from  five  to  twenty*four  inches  the  girr,  to  every 
halt-foot  in  length,  and  quarter  inch  in  girt.  The  Tables 
feem'not  to  be  calculated  wi.h  perfect  accuracy  ;  but  a  little 
correAion  is  fofhcient  to  render  them  extremely  uieful  to  the 
purchafers  of  thofe  timbers. 

^  Candid  Defence  of  the  Appointment  of  Sheriffs  B^okers^  as  ori* 
ginally  injiituted  by  Sir  Barnard  Turner  aud  'I homos  Skinner^ 
tfq*    Svtf.     D«ivi5. 

This  author  is  evidently  unacquainted  with  writing,  but  not 
deficient  in  the  knowledge  of  his  fubjsit,  with  regard  to  which 
iiis  fentiments  appear  to  be  jud. 

C  Q  R. 
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CORRESPONDE^fC£• 

WE  have  received  Dr.  Adair's  Letter,  relating  to  the  *  Me-* 
d^ca!  Cautions,*'  to  which  we  paid  as  much  attention  as,  from 
it»  real  merit,  Teemed  nece/Tary  :  he  mufl  be  aware  that,  in  our 

fitmiiim^  the  xi^otives  he  mentions^  however  laudable^  could. 
have  no  influence'. 

Otrr  correfpondent  flattered  himfelf,  that  he  ^  had  fome  claim 
to  originality  ;*  and  yet  at  diltance  from  books,  and  offering 
merely  the  refult  of  his  *  own  experience,  and  of  thofe  opinions 
which  occured  to  his  recoIIedUon,'  owns  that  he  *  may  be  lefs 
explicit  and  accurate  than  he  otherwife  might  have  been^'  This 
IS  not  a  good  reafon  for  publishing  the  Cautions,  when  he  re- 
turned again  to  his  library,  unkfs  he  had  afcertained  the  truth, 
or  the  originality" of  his  obfervations  by  a  fecond  examination. 
The  tribunal  of  the  public  is  a  refpedlable  one ;  and  we  are 
tlways  difpleafed  with  excufes  for  negligence  and  inattention 
in  thofe  who  voluntarily  appear  before  it* 

Dr.  Adair  will  excufe  us,  when  we  obferve,  that  our  words 
were  *  roa'led  meatSy  not  ♦  roaft  hecf^^  In  many  different  parts  . 
of  his  work  he  exprefsly  diro6h  the  meats  to  be  roaHed  ;  and 
allows  of  the  ufeof  butter,  even  melted.  In  fa6^,  we  have  not 
mifapprehended  our  author ;  but  he  is  %  little  inconHHent  in 
different  parts  of  his  pamphlet. 

WE  are  forry  that  we  can  give  no  fatisfadtory  information  to 
ocrr  correfpondent  *  Phyficus,*  about  the  means  of  procuring 
Monft  Sauffure's  *  Voyages  dans  les  Alpes.*  We  have  been  in- 

^  formed,  that  it  is  not  to  be  met  with  in  Paris  ;  and  moft  pro- 
bably not  to  be  bought  in  England*  The  firft  volume  is  only 
publiflied,  and  affords  great  information  on  the  natural  hifior/  . 
^f  the  Alps.  The  fecond  volume  may»  however^  be  foon  ex« 
pe^ed,.  It  is  handfomely  printed  in  quarto^  adorned  with  st 
^hart  of  the  lake  of  Geneva  and  the  adjacent  country^  an4 
feven  other  plates  ;  but  thefe  are  not  executed  with  any  great 
elegance. 

OUR  correfpondent  Y^  Z«  reminds  us  of  the  promife  whiclj^ 
we  made  of  analyilng  Mr.  Charles*  Antimonial  Preparation  ; 
but  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  are  now  very  different  from 
thofe  in  which  our  promife  was  made.  At  that  time^  Mr. 
Charles  had  publifhed  a  general,  and  advertifed  a  oiore  parti- 
cular account  of  the  procefs ;  fo  that  our  analysis  of  the  refult 
was  neither  unj,u(i  or  improper.     At  prefent,  while  the  pam- 

-  phlet  which  contains  the  rujes  at  large  is  ibid  at  a  higher  price, 
it  would  be  both.  We  have  not,  however,  been  inartentive  to 
our  promife  ;  and  n^ay  be.  allowed  to  add,  in  vindication  of  our 
Qwn  opinion,  that  it  i&  a  calx,  pretty  highly  dephlogi (Heated. 
Jt  contains  a  very  fmall  proportion  of  uncombined  vitriolic 
acid  ;  and  is  only  foluble,  in  a  (light  degree,  even  in  a  boiling 
lieat.  What  we  have  etfe  obfervcd  it  ipay  be  injurious  to  the 
inventor  to  relate,  though  we  have  difcovered  nothingvvhiclj. 
will  probablv  detrad  from  the  virtues  it  may  poffefs  ^s  a  v^^i^y 
cine.  3  . 
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Philojophical  TranfaSlions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London,     VoU 
LXXF.  For  the  Year  X'j^iy.  Part  IL  4/0.  js.Sd,  L.Davis. 

A  Rticle  XVL  On  the  rotatory  Motion  of  a  Body  of  any 
'^*'  Form  whatever,  revolving,  without  Reflraint,  about  any 
Axis  paiEng  through  its  centre  of  Gravity.  By  Mr.  John 
Landen,  F.  R.  S. — Mr.  Landen,  in  the  Philofophical  Tranf- 
adion^for  I777>  and  in  his  Mathematical  Memoirs,  has  fhewn» 
that  any  body,  of  certain  dimenfions,  will,  if  uniformly  denfe, 
and  made  to  revolve  freely  on  any  axis  paffing  through  its 
centre  of  gravity,  continue  to  revolve  about  the  fame  axis. 
If  the  axis  be  not  permanent,  its  poles  muft  coaftantly  change  ; 
and  it  is  of  confequence,  in  the  prefent  improved  ftate  of 
allronomy,  to  enquire  into  the  rate  of  variation,  and  its  quan- 
tity, in  every  body  whatever.  The  quantity  of  variation,  our 
author  calls  the  tradt  of  polar  evagatibn,  and  the  obje^l  of 
this  paper  is  to  afcertain  it,  in  given  circumftances.  The 
paper  confiils  of  mathematical  reafoning,  and  cannot  be 
abridged.  Mr.  Landen  oppofes  the  arguments  of  meflieurs 
Euler  and  d'Alcmbert,  whofc  conclufions  differ  from  his  own, 
with  great  force.  The  earth,  as  neither  uniformly  denfe,  nor 
regularly  fperoidal,  muft  have  three  permanent  axes  of  rota- 
tion ;  and,  if  we  add  to  thefe  caufes,  the  effe£ls  of  other  at- 
tracting bodies,  it  muft  endeavour  to  revolve  about  many  fuc* 
ceffive  momentary  axes.  But  if  the  earth's  rotatory  motion  is 
difturbed  only  by  the  centrifugal  force,  arifing  from  the  vis 
inertia?  of  its  own  particles^  its  tra^t  of  polar  evagation  will 
be  nearly  a  circle,  whofe  diameter  is  very  fmall.  In  other 
planets,  fjrom  the  fame  caufe,  but  otberwife  in  different  cir- 
cumftances* it  may  be  greatly  varied. 

Art,  XVIL  Defcription  of  a  new  Marine  Animal.  By 
Mr.  Eeerard  Home,  Surgeon.  With  anatomical  Remarks 
upon  the  faHie*  by  John  Hunter,  Efq.  F.  R.  S.-*-This  animal 
i^^s* never  been  before  defcribed.     It  was  violently  raifed  from 
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the  deep  abyfs,  in  which  the  fpecies  uAially  live  concealed, 
by  the  violent  hurricane  at  Barbadoes,  in  1780.  It  reiided  in  a 
brain-done,  a  fpecies  of  madrepore  ;  but,  though  protected  by 
the  fione,  it  is  (lill  covered  by  a  ihell,  which  is  immoveably  con* 
fined  in  the  coral,  befides  two  moveable  (hells,  which  cover 
fome  of  the  fofter  parts,  not  entirely  proteded  by  its  ftony 
habitation.  We  cannot  give  any  intelligible  defcription  of 
the  animal,  without  theafliilance  of.  the  plate. 

The  poftfcript,  by  Mr.  Hunter,  is  ingenious ;  But  the  im- 
perfedt  ftate  of  the  animal,  when  preferved  in  fpirits,  has  pre- 
vented him  from  being  as  particular  as  we  could  wifh. 

*  The  internal  ftrufture  of  this  animal,  like  moft  of  thofe 
which  have  tentacula,  is  very  iimple ;  it  differs,  however,  ma- 
terially from  many,  in  having  an  anus,  moft  animals  of  this 
tribe,  as  the  polypi,  having  only  one  opening,  by  which  the  food 
is  received,  and  the  excrementitious  part  of  it  alfo  afterwards 
thrown  out ;  this  we  muft  have  fuppofed,  from  analogy,  to 
take  place  in  the  animal  which  is  here  defcribed,  more  parti- 
cularly fince  it  is  inclofed  in  a  hard  (hell,  at  che  bottom  of 
which  there  appears  to  be  no  outlet;  but  as  there  is  an  anus 
this  cannot  be  the  cafe. 

*  It  is  very  fingular,  that  in  the  leach,  polypi,  &c.  where 
no  apparent  inconvenience  can  arife  from  having  an  anus, 
there  is  not  one,  while  in  this  animal,  where  it  would  feem  to 
be  attended  with  many,  we  £nd  one  ;  but  there  being  no  anus 
in  the  leach,  polypi,  &c.  may  depend  upon  fome  circumftance 
in  the  animal  ceconomy  which  we  are  at  prefent  not  fully  ac- 
quainted with. 

*  The  univalves,  whofe  bodies  are  under  fimilar  clrcum- 
ftances  refpedling  the  fhell  with  this  animal,  have  the  inteftine 
reHedled  back,  and  the  anus,  by  that  means,  brought  near  to 
the  external  opening  of  the  fHell,  the  more  readily  to  difcharge 
the  excrement ;  and  although  this  ftru£ture,  in  thefe  animals, 
appears  to  be  folely  intended  to  anfwer  that  purpofe,  yet,  when 
we  find  the  fame  flrudure  in  the  black  fnail,  which  has  no 
fhell,  this  reafoning  will  not  wholly  apply,  and  we  muft  refer 
it  to  fome  other  intention  in  the  animal  ceconomy* 

*  In  this  animal  we  muft  therefore  reft  fatisfied  that  the  dif- 
advantageous  fituation  of  the  anus,,  with  refpcA  to  the  excre- 
ments being  difcharged  fiom  the  Ihell,  anfwers  fome  purpofe 
in  the  oeconomy  of  the  animal,  which  more  than  counterba- 
lances the  inconveniences  produced  by  it. 

*  It  would  appear,  from  confidering  all  the  circumftances, 
that  the  excrement  thrown  out  at  the  aUus  muft  pafs  from  the 
tail  along  the  infide  of  the  tube,  between  it  and  the  body  of 
the  animal,  till  .it  comes  to  the  external  opening  of  the  (helly 
as  there  is  no  other  evident  ^ode  of  difcharging  it.' 

The 
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The  tribe  of  animals  which  have  tentacula  apd  double 
cones^  like  this  defcnbed  by  Mr.  Home,  is  little  known : 
perhaps  their  chief  relidence  is  in  the  deepeft  Teas, 

Art.  XVIII.  A  Defcription  of  a  new  Syftem  of  Wires  in 
the  Focus  of  a  Telcfcope,  for  obferving  the  comparative  Right 
Afceniions  and  Declinations  of  celeftial  Objcfts ;  together  with 
a  Method  of  inveftigating  the  fame  when  obferved  by  th^ 
Rhombus,  though  it  happen  not  to  be  truly  in  an  equatorial 
Pofition.  By  the  Rev.  Francis  Wollafton,  LL.  B.  F.  R.  S.— 
In  our  Fifty-ninth  Volume,  page  166,  we  gave  fome  account 
of  Mr.  WoUaflon's  plan  of  afcertaining  the  relative  fituations 
of' the  fixed  ftars,  by  wires  eroding  each  other,  and  forming  a 
rhombus ;  but  he  candidly  informs  us,  that,  for  various  rea- 
'  Ions,  it  has  not  hitherto  fucceeded  as  he  wifhed.  He  now 
propofes  a  fquare  infcribed  in  a  circle,  whofe  radii  crofs  itH 
fides  at  right  angles*  This  method  is  executed  with  greater 
accuracy  by  common  workmen,  and  promifes  to  be  ufeful.  As 
his  chief  objedl  was  to  afcertain  the  right  afceniions  and  de- 
clinations of  the  ftars,  which  were  laid  down,  by  obferving 
their  meridian  paiFages,  and  meridian  altitudes,  as  well  as  by 
.  their  comparative  pafTage  through  the  field  of  an  equatorial 
telelefcope,  armed  with  a  fyftem  of  wires,  in  a  rhomboidal 
form,  he  has  now  added  another  formula  for  computing  the 
comparative  right  afcenfions  and  declinations,  when  the  inflru« 
ment  is  not  truly  in  the  plane  of  the  equator. 

Art.  XIX.  An  Account  of  a  Stag's  Head  and  Horns,  found 
at  Alport,  in  the  Parifli  of  Youlgrcave,  in  the  County  o 
Derby.  By  the  Rev.  Robert  Barker,  B.  D.— This  head  and 
horns,  which  were  accompanied  by  fome  other  bones  of  the 
htske  animal,  are  of  a  confiderable  fise.  They  refemble  what 
are  called  the  throftle-neft  horns,  fronj  the  number  of  Ihort 
,  antlers  at  the  upper  part;  but  exceed  them  in  dimenfions. 
They  are  even  larger  than  a  pair  probably  two  or  three  hun- 
dred years  old>  which  are  really  of  a  great  fize  ;  though  this 
animal,  from  the  appearance  of  the  futures  of  the  fkull,  was 
yet  young.  The  author  fays^  that  it  was  f6und  in  a  bed  of 
tuft,  '  a  fione  formed  by  the  depofit  left  by  water  pafifng 
through  beds  of  fticks,  roots,  vegetables,  &c  '  It  is  more 
probably  a  kind  of  tufa,  from  a  very  diflfererit  fource. 

Art.  XX.  An  Account  of  the  Senfitive  Quality  of  the  Tree 
Averrhoa  Carambola..  By  Robert  Bruce,  M.  D.— We  conti- 
nually enlarge  our  acquaintance  with  the  irritable  tribe  in  the 
vegetable  kingdom  5  for  we  think  this  term  more  proper  than 
cither  fenfitive  or  fentient.  We  believe  the*  leaves  of  thefe 
plants  are  very  generally  pinnated,  ahd  the  *  xfchynomene* 
does  not  deferve  the  tide  of  '  inov^ns/  till  the  lelTer  folioles 
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appear.  Id  this  fpecies,  the  joint  of  the  petiolut  ia  the  iiri- 
table  part ;  for,  unlefs  the  impceffion  be  To  great  as  to  bend  thr 
foot-ftalk,  no  motion  enfu^Sp  We  believe  thi»  circttniftancc 
has  not  beeo  examined  with  Sufficient  care  in  the  other  irrita- 
ble plants  ;  and  perhaps  this  property  ouy  be  foiin4  more  go-^ 
l^ral  than  we  have  hitherto  fafpeded.  The  concentrated  rayA 
of  the  fun  on  the  petiolas  will  produce  motion  ;  but  a  hole 
may  be  burnt  in  the  leaf,  without  any  fuch  effect.  PreiTurA 
oh  the  uoaverfal  petiolus  will  irrita^  all  the  leaves ;  and^ 
wlien  the  pincers  prefs  it  between  any  two  p^r  of  leaves^  thofe. 
nearefl;  the  extremity  move  fooner  than  thofe  neafeft  the  body 
of  the  plant :  a  fad  no  lefs  remarkable  than  ufeful  14  explain* 
ing  the  nature  of  the  motion^ 

Art.  XXI.  An  Account  of  fome  Expetimeiitfi  on  tltt  I*oft 
of  Weight  in  Bodies  on  being  melted  or  heated.  By  George 
Fordyce,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S. — We  ihall  only  mention  the  fact^ 
that  water,  in  a  veffel  hermetically  fealcd,  gained  weight  by 
freezing.  The  experiment  was  fo  carefully  made,  that  it  ap- 
pears, at  prefent,  unexceptional^le ;  but,  as  Dr.  Fordyce  has 
not  given  us  his  opinion  of  the  caufe,  'we  (hall  not  enlarge  on 
k.  He  fuggefts  other  experiments,  to  elucidate  the  fubjed, 
and  we  have  much  reafon  to  think  that  he-  means  to  porfae  it. 
At  prefent,  he  feems  to  fufped,  that  as  heat  lefiens  the  at* 
tradions  of  cohefion,  chemiilry,  magnetifm,  and  eiedricity^ 
it  may  alfo  diminiih  that  of  gravitation.  But  thjs  is  men- 
tioned in  fo  guarded  a  manner,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  given 
as  his  opinion. 

Art.  XXII.  Sketches  and  De(i?ripiions  of  thre6  fimple  Iii'* 
ftruments  for  drawing  Architefture  and  Machinery  in  Per- 
fpe£tive.  By  Mr.  James  Peacock. — Thefe  infuuments  fcem 
to  be  very  ufeful,  and  eaiily  managed  ;  but  we  can  give  no 
information  relating  to  their  conflrudion,  without  the  plates. 

Art,  XXIII.  Experiments  on  Air.  By  Henry  Cavendiih, 
jpfq^c  F.  R.  S.  and  A.  S. — Our  knowlege  on  thcfe  fubjedts  is 
rapidly  accumulating :  at  prefenti  Mr.  Cavendiih  is  chiefly 
employed  in  detedUng  errors  $  but  this,  Ve  have  been  long 
£nce  told,  is  the  firll  ilep  to  wifdom.  It  was  this  able  che« 
xnift's  opinion,  that  the  diminution  of  air  by  phlogtftication 
was  not  owing  to  the  generation  of  fixed  air :  we  need  fcarcely 
xecall  our  reader's  attention  tp  the  difpiHe,  on  this  fubjedt^ 
between  him  and  Mr.  Kirwan«  When  air  was  phk>gilticated 
by  the  elefb-ic  fpark,  he  fuppoied  the  dimiiHition  might 
happen,  from  its  confuming  ibme  ingammable  matter  in  its 
paiTage.  We  knew  that  wh^n  air,  included  by  blue  imfufions, 
was  dimlniihed>hy  the  fpark,  the  vegetabjo  colour  waa  changed 
ttt  a  r9d;  2^nd«  on  this  a^^nt,.  t^«  cle&:i&fi«id  was  &p» 
5  ^     ^  pofed 
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pofed  to  ire  of  an  acid  iiati»re«  This  experitnent  Aieceeded 
vnili  Mr.  Cavendiih ;  and^  when  the  fpark  reached  the  air, 
.through  lime-water,  no  depofition  followed,  though  the  esff- 
periment  was  repeated  till  no  farther  diminution  could  be  per- 
ceived. After  frequent  trials.,  with  the  fame  lime-water,  even 
£xed  vir  paffing  through  it,  occafioned  no  cloudinefs  in  it^ 
bat  cauflic  volatile  allcaii  pl-oduced  a  brown  precipitate.  Thb 
lime-water  was,  therefore,  faturated  with  an  acid  during'^the 
experifl^nt,  and  the  colour  of  the  depoiited  matter  feemed 
iOwiii:g  to  a  metallic  folution,  i<xc  the  lime-water  which  con- 
fined the  air  was  itfelf  confined  by  quickfilvcr.  With  foap^ 
kes  the  diminiition  was  ifaore  rapid  %  and  the  beft  proportions, 
that  is,  thofe  which  would  leave  the  leaii  refidaum  after  dimi» 
nution,  are  hvt  parts  of  pure  air,  and  three  of  common  ;  in 
other  words,  fcven  parts  of  pcre  air,  and  three  of  phlogi* 
Hicated.  On  examining  the  fluid*  inftead  of  foap-lees,  it  wat 
found  to  be  a  iblution  of  nitre;  {o  that  the  acid,  formed  dur- 
ing the  operation,  was  the  nitrous ;  and,  from  this  caufe^ 
arifes  the  ufoal  change  in  vegetable  folutions  after  thefe  expe*> 
riment^  A  \try  fmall  proportion  of  vitriolic  acid  accom* 
panied  the  nitrous;  but  not  more  than  is  ufually  found  in 
foap-!ees.  A  fmall  quantity  of  marine  acid  was  fufpefted,  as 
a  folution  of  filver  was  precipitated  ;  but  this  was  found  to  be 
owing  to  the  phlogiftication  of  the  nitrous  acid,  a  fadl  of 
fome  confequence  in  our  chemical  enquiries,  particularly  in 
the  hiftory  of  re-agents.  Xhough  we  have  no  doubt  of  this 
efFed  ariiing  from  phlogiflicated  nitrous  acid,  yet  there  i$ 
fome  reafoq  to  fufpeft,  that  a  fmall  proportion  of  marine  acid 
may  ftill  exift  together  with  the  nitrous.  The  foundation  of 
this  fufpicion  is,  that  a  little  fea-^falt  is  always  found  in  the 
nitre-beds. 

The  origin  of  the  acid  Mr.  Cavendiih  explains  from  his 
former  opinions.  He  obferved  that  nitre,  in  deflagration,  was 
changed  into  phlogiflicated  air ;  and  hence  concluded,  with 
great  probability,  that  this  air  was  nothing  but  nitrous  acid, 
Ivith  a  fuperabundant  proportion  of  phlogifton.  Dephlogifti- 
cated  air,  which  is  only  water  deprived  of  phlogifton,  is  made 
to  unite  with  the  phlogifticated  air,  by  the  eledric  fpark* 
that  is,  it  is  dephlogifticated  in  fome  degree,  and  the  phlo- 
gifton,  which  made  it  afTume  the  form  of  air,  changes  the 
other  ingredient  into  water,  and,  between  both,  the  nitrous 
acid  is  prodaced*  This  fad  is  of  great  importance ;  but  we 
cannot  apply  it  to  any  purpofe,  till  it  be  more  clearly  afcer- 
tained  that  the  eledric  fpark  adds  nothing  to  the  mixture : 
we  need  fcarcely  add,  in  reviewing  Mr.  Cavcndifli's  pa- 
pers, that  every  precaution  was  taken  to  guard  againfl:  fallacy^ 
arifing  from  the  impurity  of  the  materials.    The  phlogifti- 
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cated  air  of  our  atmofphere  fcemed  almoft  (ppobably  wholly) 
of  this,  kind  ;  and  the  diminution  didnot^  in  any  degree,  arifc 
from  burnt  matter,  but  entirely  from  the  change  into  acid. 
Yet  the  folution  of  litmus  was  fo  far  decompofed  as  to  lofe  its 
colour,  and  to  form  at  laft  €xed  air.  As  the  author  has  not 
indulged  himfelf  in  drawing  any  confequences  from  thefe  dif- 
coveries,  we  fliall  not  intrude  on  his  province,  or  oar  readers 
patience  :  yet,  if  the  theory  be  eilablifhed,  numerous  phae- 
nomena  may  probably  be  explained  from  it,  particularly  the 
revivifying  effefts  of  thunder-ilorms,  the  prodndion  of  nitre^ 
and  many  others. 

Art.  XXIV.  An  Account  of  a  Meafuremcnt  of  a  Bafe  on 
fiounflow-Heath.  By  Major-general  William  Roy,  F.  R.  S. 
jind  A.  S. — !- This 'is  a  national  work  of  very  coniiderable  im» 
portance  ;  and  it  feems  to  have  been  executed  with  the  judg- 
ment and  accuracy  which  the  great  objed  required. 

*  In  the  beginning  of  06lober,  1783,  count  d*Adhemar,  the 
French  ambaifador,  tranfjnitted  to  Mr.  Fox,  then  one  of  his 
majefty's  principal  fecretaries  of  ftatc,  a  memoir  of  M»  Cafiini 
de  Thpry,  in  which  he  fets  forth  the  great  advantage  that  would 
accrue  to  aftronomy,  by  carrying  a  Series  of  triangles  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  London  to  Dover,  there  to  be  conneded  with 
^hofe  already  executed  in  France,  by  which  combined  operar 
tions  the  relative  fituacions  of  the  two  moi(  famous  obfervatories 
in  Europe,  Greenwich  and  Paris,  would  be  more  accurately 
afcertained  than  they  are  at  prefent. 

*  This  memoir  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  by  his  majefty's  com- 
mand, tranfmyitted  to  fir  Jofeph  Banks,  the  very  refpe^tabJe 
and  worthy  prefident  of  the  Koya)  Society ;  who,  about  the 
middle  of  November,  was  pleafed  to  communicate  it  to  me, 
prppoiing,  at  the  fame  time,  that  I  ihould,  oq  the  part  of  the 
Society,  charge  myfclf  with  the  execution  of  the  operatipnt 
To  this  proportion  I  readily  afiented,  on  being  foon  afterwards 
alTured,  through  the  proper  ofiicial  channels,  that  my  under- 
taking  it  met  with  his  majefly's  ipofl  gracious  approbation.' 

We  muft  fuppofe  our  readers  acquainted  with  the  operation  ; 
for,  if  they  were  not,  it  wpuld  exceed  our  limits  to  explaia 
it.  Thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  trigonometry  know^ 
that  if  the  t)are  of  a  triangle  t>e  accurately  meafured,  angles 
are  afcertajned  with  the  greateft  nicety,  particularly  in  the 
improved  ilf  te  of  pur  mathematical  indruments  ;  and,  having 
obtained  the  dlmenfions  of  one  triangle,  a  feries  of  triangles, 
formed  from  diiFerent  vifible  obje^s  in  fucceilipn,  can  be  carried 
on  to  any  diftance^  apd  meafured  with  the  greateft  exadnefs. 
But  if  we  err  in  meafupng  the  bafe,  an  inconiiderable  error  is 
multiplied,  and  becomes  of  confequence,  when  the  triangles 
are  numerous,  and  the  diflance  great ;  fo  that  the  moft  minat^. 
gnd  anjifious  attention  is  required  in  this  operation,    ^e  have 
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great  reafon  to  think  that  a  work  of  this  kind  has  never,  be* 
fore  this  time,  been  fo  perfcAly  executed.  The  gentlemen, 
entrufted  with  the  operation,  have  avoided  almoft  every  poffible 
caufe  of  error ;  and,  by  their  precautions,  have  greatly  elu- 
cidated feveral  natural  eiFe6ts.  It  is  impofTible  that  we  can 
give  even  the  general  detail  of  their  methods,  but  ihall 
enlarge,  fomewhat,  on  fome  circumflances  which  occurred  to 
them  in  their  progrefs. 

The  chain  made  by  Mr.  Ramfden  anfwered  exceedingly 
well ;  and  we  would  recommend  this  form  even  in  common 
menfuration.  It  has  always  been  thought  that  fir,  cut  in  the 
dirediion  of  the  fibres,  was  not  liable  to  be  alFedled  by  moiHure  ; 
and  the  choicefl  rods  of  this  kind,  both  of  New  England  fir, 
and  Riga  wood,  thoroughly  feafoned  (for  they  were  cut  from, 
old  mails)  were  employed,  but  they  were  found  to  be  aiFefted 
confiderably  (we  now  fpeak  of  a  ytry  delicate  experiment)  by 
xnoiflure  ;  and  the  ufual  corrections  were  uncertain,  for  fome- 
times  they  exceeded,  and  at  others  fell  fhort.*  Metallic  rods 
were  too  heavy ;  but  they  at  laft  procured  glafs  tubes  twenty 
feet  long,  and  perfedlly  ftrait.  With  thefe  tubes  the  bafe  was 
ultimately  meafured.  We  fhall  infert  a  fhort  extradi,  relating 
to  the  remarkable  agreement  between  the  glafs  rods  and  the 
chain. 

*  In  this  manner  we  proceeded,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day  were  only  able  to  meafure  the  length  of  ten  chains,  or  one 
thoufand  feet,  being  the  forty-fixth  and  forty-fifih  hypothenufcs 
of  the  bafe,  the  firll  of  four  hundred  and  the  laft  of  fix  hun* 
dred  feet.  Being  arrived  at  this  point  it  was  found,  that  the 
fine  line  on  the  brafs  Aide,  marking  the  extremity  of  the  tenth 
chain,  fell  fhort  of  another  fine  line  on  the  fame  Aide,  denot- 
ing the  end  of  the  fiftieth  glafs  rod,  juft  two-tenths  of  an  inch; 
Now  it  will  appear  hereafter,  when  we  come  to  (hew,  by  the 
experiments  with  the  pyrometer,  what  the  real  contractions 
of  the  chain  and  glafs  rods  were,  for  the  degrees  of  difference 
of  temperature  below  that  in  which  their  refpedtive  lengths 
were  laid  oiF,  that  this  fmall  apparent  difference  of  two-tenths 
of  an  inch,  between  the  two  modes  of  meafuring^  the  thoufand 
feet,  fhould  have  been  ©.17938  in.  to  have  made  the  two  re- 
fults  exadlly  agree,  which  is  a  real  difi^erence  of  only  0.02C62 
of  an  inch.  Suppofing  then  every  thoufand  feet  of  the  bafe  to 
have  been  meafured  by  the  chain  with  the  fame  attention,  and 
confequently  with  the  fame,  or  nearly  the  fame  fuccefs  (and 
there  furely  cannot  be  any  reafdn  to  doubt  of  the  practicability) 
we  fhall  have  27.404x0.02062  in.  =:  0.565  in*  or  a  defect  of 
fomething  more  than  half  an  inch  on  the  whole  length  of  the 
bafe.' 

The  defcription  of  what  is  called  the  microfcopic  pyrome- 
ter, employed  to  determine,  by  experiment,  the  expaniion  of 
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the  metals  concerned  in  meafuring  thcbafc,  then  follows  :  if 
js  alluded  to  in  the  above  extraft.  This  inftrument  alfo  we 
are  unable  to  dcfcribe ;  but,  after  the  feveral  corredions,  the 
xneafure  of  the  bafe  reduced  to  the  level  of  the  fca,  and 
inaking  a  portion  of  the  mean  circumference  of  the  earth » 
amounts  to  27404.7219  feet. 

Art.  XXV.  Abftraft  of  a  Regiftcr  of  the  Barometer,  Ther- 
mometer, and  Rain  at  Lynddon,  in  Rutland,  1784.  By 
Thomas  Barker^  Efq.  Alfo  of  the  Rain  at  South  Lambeth, 
Surrey  ;  and  at  Selbourn  and  Fyfield,  Hampshire.  By  Tho- 
mas White,  Efq  F.  R.  S. — The  year  1784  was  remarkable 
for  the  feverity  of  the  weather,  with  which  it  commenced.  In 
February,  the  loweft  point  of  the  out-door  thermometer  wa« 
9^  ;  but  there  is  little  information  from  this  mode  of  keeping 
a  journal.  Two  obfervations  fliould  be  made  every  day,  and 
each  day's  weather  particularly  fpecified.  Oftober,  as  nfual, 
was  dry;  but  the  ftiin  that  month,  in  1785,  compenfated  for 
the  Oftober  droughts  of  the  preceding  years. 

The  volume  is  concluded,  in  the  common  way,  with  a  lift 
of  prefents ;  and  we  riiuft  conclude  this  account  by  acknow- 
ledging onr  obligations  for  much  inftrudion  contained  in  the 
fccond  part,  which  has  been  now  the  fubjedl  of  our  remarks. 

Tbf  Chemical  EJjays  <yf  Charles  William  Scbeele.  Tranjlated from 
the  fTranfadiom  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Stocibolm,  With 
AddHions^     8*1;©.     6i.  in  Boards.     Murray. 

'TTHIS  tranflation  owes  its  origin  to  a  converfaiion  on  the 
'*'  flow  gradual  manner  in  which  the  advances  in  literature 
on  the  continent  are  communicated  to  this  ifland.  We  have 
often  lamented  it,  in  various  parts  of  our  Journal,  for  it  has 
cxpofed  us  to  the  very  difagrceable  circumftances  of  correfting 
authors  for  errors,  which  they  would  have  avoided  by  extend- 
ing their  views  beyond  the  Britifh  publications,  and  of  de- 
tracting from  affnmed  merit,  when  they  have  only  hinted  at 
what,  in  other  works,  has  been  fully  explained.  On  this  ac- 
count, we  have  allotted  a  large  part  of  our  Journal  to  that 
fcience,  which  is  daily  augmenting  in  the  number  of  its  fa^s, 
and  becoming  of  more  confequence  by  the  importance  of  its 
difcoveries.  We  have  lately  too,  pointed  out  fome  ufefal  pub- 
lications, which  ihould  be  made  our  own,  by  an  Englilh  ^xtU^ 
and  this  kind  of  recommendation  will  be  occafionolly  re»- 
pea  ted  y  fo  that  we  hope  this  nation,  which  has  hitherto 
led  the  way  in  fcience,  will  not  be  aihamed,  in  fome  inilance»» 
to  follow.  There  is  only  one  obje£iion  to  his  plan  and  ours : 
the  reader  may  exclaim,  '  iaopem  me  copia  fecit'    A  flock 
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cf  knowledge  at  otiee  put  into  his  hands ;  another  world 
opened  to  his  view,  may  terrify  the  indolent,  and  make  even 
a  moderately  fanguine  enquirer  hefitate  to  attempt  a  ftudy  al* 
inoft  new.  The  objeftiort  will,  however,  be  temporary  ;  and 
ihould,  at  leafl,  not  impede  defigns,  which  muft  be  attended 
with  fo  many  advantages, 

Mr.  Scheele  is  chiefly  known  in  England,  by  his  treatife 
*  on  air  and  fire,'  tranflated  by  Mr.  For fter,  and  adorned  with 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Kirwan  and  Dr.  Prieftley.  His  other 
works  are  mentioned  by  Bergmann  and  Fourcroy,  by  Dn 
Prieftley,  Mr.  Cavendifh,  and  fome  of  the  more  learned  £ng« 
Hih  chemifts  ;  but  his  opinions  have  been  gradually  introduced^ 
^  that  many  of  them  are  commonly  known,  even  by  men 
who  have  fcarcely  ever  heard  of  the  author.  The  tranflatof 
is  known  by  the  Treatife  on  Eleftive  Attradlions,  lately  pub- 
lifhed  in  Engliih,  and  elucidated  by  valuable  notes ;  we  fu(^ 
pedl  alfo,  that  we  are  indebted  to  him  for  the  DifTertations  of 
Spalanzani ;  and  we  have  had  occaiion  to  praife  his  execution 
of  both  thefe  talks.  In  the  work  before  us,  he  rather  appears 
to  have  been  a  corredlor  and  editor  than  a  tranflator.  The  tranf- 
lation  was  executed  by  a  foreigner,  and  a  few  foreign  idioms 
ftill  occur  ;  but  not  fo  many  as  to  render  the  EiTays  unpleaiing  to 
an  Engliftiman.  Mr.  Beddoes  has,  however,  added  other  pa** 
pers  from  meffieurs  Crell,  Meyer,  Wiegleb^  Sec.  which  ren- 
der the  Elfays  more. valuable.  A  French  tranflation,  by  M. 
Morveau,  is  mentioned,  which  the  editor  has  not  feen,  Wc 
have  not  been  able  to  compare  it  with  the  prefent  verfion.  It 
is  not  tranflated  by  M.  Morveau,  but  by  madame  P  •  •  •^ 
of  Dijon,  and  is  publifhed  in  three  volumes,  duodecimo* 
The  notes  are  curious  and  ufeful ;  which  Mr.  Beddoes  pur. 
pofes  to  add  to  his  tranflation  of  the  fecond  volume  of  Mr. 
Scheele's  other  EfTays. 

The  four  kx9i  Eflays  are  on  the  Fluor  Mineral  and  Its  Acid, 
The  various  fleps  which  led  to  the  prefent  opinions,  and  ikut 
etTQTs  which  once  mifled  chemiils,  are  carefully  explained.  The 
flttor  acid  was  fuppofed,  in  union  with  water,  to  form  flint  3 
and  this  opinion  is  not  yet  wholly  forfaken,  though  it  is  cer-^ 
tainly  not  tenable.  We  have,  on  different  occa£ons,  fuggefled 
/bme  doubts  relating  to  it,  and  pointed  out  its  probable  origin^ 
viz.  the  glafs-veffels  employed  in  the  operation.  In  faft  it  is 
clearly  (hewn,  in  the  third  and  fourth  EflTay,  that  the  acid 
diffolves  the  glafs,  and  carries  the  flint  over  into  the  receiver, 
"  where  it  is  depolited  on  coming  in  contadl  with  water.  Yet  fo 
intimate  is  their  union,  that,  in  the  form  of  air,  the  acid  and 
fiint  pafs  through  quickfilver^^  unchanged*  .  But  the  appear- 
ance. 
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ancc,  during  the  change,  when  the  air  comes  into  contad  with 
water>  is  fo  obvioufly  that  of  a  dcpofition,  and  fo  little  refem- 
bling  a  new  formation^  that  we  always  hefitated  about  the 
common  opinion,  even  before  we  faw  the  EfTay  in  which  the 
caufe  is  explained. 

It  is  well  known  that  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Scheele  for 
our  knowledge  of  the  properties  of  manganefe.  His  EfTay  on 
this  fubftance  is  very  full  and  fatisfaftory.  We  fhall  tran- 
fcribe  an  abilrad  of  its  di£ereat  properties,  in  our  author's 
own  words. 

.  <  Manganefe  has  a  flrong  e1e6live  attradion  for  all  phlogiftic 
fubftances.  This  attraction  becomes  Wronger,  if  there  be  a 
mei^flruum  prefenf  which  at  the  fame  time  can  unite  with  the 
phlogiflicated  manganefe.  In  this  Atuation  the  manganefe  is 
able  to  attrad  phlogiflon  more  flrongly  than  the  nitrous  acid 
does  via  humida.  When  manganefe  is  faturated  with  phlo- 
giflon, it  lofes  its  black  and  affumes  a  white  colour,  which, 
however,  difappearsas  foon  as  the  phlogiflon  is  feparated  from 
it  again.  Without  combining  it  with  phlogiflon,'  there  is  no 
way  of  producing  a  colourlefs  folution  of  manganefe  in  any 
acid;  and,  whenever  phlogiflon  is  wanting,  the  folution  be- 
comes blue  or  red.  By  means  of  thefe  four  general  qualities  of 
manganefe,  difcovered  by  a  train  of  experiments,  all  its  known 
effects  are  eafily  explicable. 

Its  flrong  attraction  for  phlogiflon  makes  it  the  moll  proper 
fubflance  to  dephlogiflicate  the  marine  acid,  which  then  chieHy 
appears  in  the  form  of  air  ;  for,  when  feparated  from  phlo- 
gifton,  it  unites  with  water  in  a  very  fmall  quantity,  giving 
it  only  a  tafle  (lightly  acid.  Yet  it  fhoold  be  noticed,  that 
the  lofs  of  phlogiflon  is  not  effential  to  its  aerial  form  ;  fince 
muriatic  acid  air,  made  in  the  common  way,  will  combine  in 
any  degree  with  water,  and  form  common  muriatic  acid, 
though  this  union  is  formed  flowly,  and  fometimesim  perfectly. 
We  ihall  add  the  properties  of  this  dephlogiflicated  acid,  as 
they  are  not  generally  known. 

*  I  obferved  that  the  corks  (A)  became  yellow  within  the 
receiver^  as  from  aqua  fortis,  and  the  lute  was  likewife  corroded 
during  the  diflillation.  (B)  Paper  coloured  with  lacmus  became 
nearly  white  ;  all  vegetable  red,  blue,  and  yellow  flowers^  grew 
likewife  white  in  a  fhort  time  ;  the  fame  thing  happened  to 
green  vegetables :  meanwhile,  the  water  in  the  veiTel  was 
changed  into  a  weak  but  pure  muriatic  acid.  (C)  The  former 
colour  of  the  flowers,  or  of  the  green  vegetables,  could  not  be 
recovered  either  by  alkalis  or  acids  (D),  exprefTed  oils  and  ani- 
mal fat,  whether  dropped  into  the  tube,  or  fmea^ed  upon  it, 
grew  in  a  fhort  time  as  tenacious  as  turpentine.  (E)  Cinnabar 
grew  white  upon  the  furface,  and,  when  it  was  wafhed  in  water, 

a  pure 


Digitized  byCaOOQlC 


Beddm*  frmflation  tf  Scbeek^s  Cbmicdl  Efays.    ^   531 

a  pure  foljation  of  corrofive  fubiimate  was  obtained ;  bat  ful- 
phur  was  not  changed  1  (F)  vitriol  of  iron  grew  red  and  deli* 
quefcent;  vitriol  of  copper  and  zinc  remained  unchanged; 
(G)  iron  filings,  put  into  the  tube,  were  diflblved.  The  fo- 
lution,  after  being  evaporated  to  drynefs,  and  then  diflilled 
with  the  audition  of  fome  concentrated  vitriolic  acid,  again 
yielded  pure  marine  acid,  in  which  gold  remained  undiflblved. 
(H)  All  the  metals  were  attacked,  and,  with  regard  to  gold, 
it  is  remarkable  that  its  folupon  in  this  dephlogifticated  muri- 
atic  acid,  yields,  with  volatile  alkali,  aurum  fulminans.  (I) 
When  fome  volatile  alkali,  prepared  from  fal  ammoniac  and 
quicklime,  was  dropped  upon  the  tube,  a  white  cloud  was  pro- 
duced, and  a  great  number  of  air- bubbles  were  difcharged 
from  them,  which,  on  buriting,  yielded  a  vapour.  (K)  Fixed 
alkali  was  changed  into  common  fait,  which  decrepitated,  but 
did  not  detonate  in  the  fire.  (L)  Arfenic  became  deliquefcent 
in  this  vapour ;  (M)  infers  infiantly  died  in  it;  (N)  and  fire 
was  inflantaneoufly  extinguilhed.' 

In  making  the  faccharine  acid,  the  phlogifton  which  involved 
the  acid  is  feparated  by  fpirit  of  nitre.  If  manganefe  is  em- 
ployed with  a  diluted  vitriolic  acid,  vinegar  is  the  refult  j  and 
it  muft  be  underllood,  that  the  dilute  vitriolic  acid  has  no 
power  on  manganefe  without  fome  phlogifton.  This  body  too, 
though  fo  greedy  of  dephlogifton,  feeros  to  decompofe  acid  of 
lemons,  and  to  change  it,  in  part,  into  aerial  acid.  Our 
chemical  readers  will  fee  the  tendency  of  thefc  fa&s,  and  wc 
have  preferved  them  for  future  application. 

The  efiedls  of  manganefe  on  glafs  we  have  before  men- 
tioned :  the  experiments  on  this  fubje6l  are  very  clear  and  full. 
Mr.  Van  Engeftrom's  remarks  on  the  EfTay  relate,  however, 
chiefly  to  them.  We  may  alledge,  as  he  has  done,  to  account 
for  the  different  refults  of  their  experiments,  that  it  is  not 
eafy  to  meafure  the  degree  of  heat  produced  by  the  blow-pipe ; 
but  we  think,  that  the  remarker  has  not  attended  to  fome 
minute  dillindions,  in  Mr.  Scheele's  mode  of  making  the  ex- 
periments. The  manganefe,  in  vegetable  mould,  is  now  well 
known  ;  and  this  fubje£l  alfo  our  author  has  examined  with 
his  ufual  care,  but  the  incompreifible  nature  of  chemical  fadls 
obliges  us  to  pafs  over  many  which  occur  in  this  Eifay  and  the 
future  ones.  We  can  only  give  the  outline  of  general  pro- 
perties. 

Arfenic  and  its  acid,  whofe  nature  Mr.  Scheele  firfl  difco- 
vered,  have  been  frequently  the  objeds  of  our  remarks.  Two 
methods  of  feparating  the  acid  from  phlogifton  are  defcribed ; 
but  the  firft  is  the  moft  convenient.  The  action  of  the  acid, 
on  different  fubftances,  is  next  examined  :  its  ftrong  attraction 
for  phlogifton  is  afcertained,  as  well  as  its  fimilarity  to  me- 
tallic 
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ttlKc  iiabftances  in  other  refped*.  The  gr«at  variety  of  ex- 
periments, in  this  diflertatioD,  ftilly  explain  the  pmperties  oT 
this  very  peculiar  metal. 

In  the  following  EfTay  the  author  teaches  us  to  extrad  the 
fait  of  benzoin  without  fublimation.  We  (hall  mention  his 
method,  becaafe,  if  this  medicine  be  continued  in  our  Dif- 
penfatories,  it  is  more  eligible  than  fublimation. 

♦  Upon  four  ounces  of  un flacked  lime  poor  twelve  ounces  of 
ivater^  and,  after  the  ebullition  is  over,  add  eight  pounds  more 
(the  pound  twelve  ounces)  of  water ;  then  put  a  pound  of 
finely  poanded  reiin  of  benzoin  into  a  tinned  pan,  pour  upon 
it  firft  about  fix  ounces  of  the  above  lime-water,  mix  them  well 
together,  and  thus  fucceflively  add  the  reft  of  the  lime-water* 
If  it  be  poured  in  all  at  once,  it  will  not  mix  with  the  benzoin, 
which  will  likewife  coagulate,  and  run  together  into  a  roafs. 
This  mixture  offght  to  be  boiled  over  a  gentle  fire  for  half  an 
liour  with  conftant  agitation  ;  then  take  it  from  the  fire,  let  it 
Hand  quiet  for  an  hour,  in  order  that  it  may  fettle  ;  pour  off 
the  fnpematant  limpid  liquor  into  a  glafs  veiTel.  Upon  the  re- 
mainder in  the  pan  pour  eight  pounds  more  of  lime- water  ; 
boil  them  together  for  half  an  hour,  then  take  it  from  the  fire 
and  let  it  fettle  ;  add  the  fupcrnatant  liquor  to  the  former ; 
pour  upon  the  re^fiduum  fome  more  lime-water,  boil  it  as  afore- 
laid,  and  repeat  the  fame  proccfs  once  more.  At  laft,  put  all 
the  refiduum  upon  a  filter,  and  pour  hot  water  feverai  times 
upon  it.  During  this  procefs,  the  calcareous  earth  combiner 
with  the  acid  of  benzoin,  and  feparates  it  from  the  refinous 
particles  of  this  fubilance.  A  fmali  quantity  of  the  refin  is 
diffolved  by  the  lime-water,  whence  it  acquires  a  yellow  colour. 
All  thefc  yellow  leys  and  deco6tions  are  to  be  mixed  together, 
and  boiled  down  to  two  pounds,  which  are  then  to  be  itrained 
into  another  glafs  vcffel.' 

Mr.  Baume  fuppofed  that  clay  was  only  Hint,  united  with 
vitriolic  acid  ;  for,  in  various  experiments  with  filex,  he  pro* 
cured  alum,  and  continued  to  obtain  it  as  often  as  he  repeated 
the  experiment.  Mr.  Scheele,  however,  difcovered  that  it 
arofe  from  the  corrofion  of  his  crucibles.  He  found  too,  that 
common  clay  contained  no  vitriolic  acid,  and  was  not  foluble 
in  water,  as  that  author  had  aiTerted.  Some  mifcellanepus 
experiments  on  clay  then  follow ;  and  they  elucidate  its  cu« 
rious  properties.  Gypfum,  it  feems,  will  not  unite  with 
clay  ;  but  it  will  take  up  a  fuperabundant  quantity  of  lime, 
and,  in  that  ftate^  it  unites  with  argillaceous  earth,  and  makes 
a  triple  fait. 

The  next  fubjedl  of  our  author's  enquiry  is  the  calculus 
veficas.  Mr.  Scheele  finds  that  it  contains  an  oily  acid,  with 
gelatinous  matter.    In  other  words>  it  is  an  earthy  fait,  in 
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yfhidx  ao  oily  or  a  phiogifticated  acid  is  united  with  a  gelati- 
nous matter^  that  Teems  to  be  an  aaimal  earth.  Oar  author 
thinks  that  it  contain^  no  lime ;  but  that  the  acid  is  fuper- 
abundanty  though  linnet  with  phofphoiic  acid,  is  adtoally  con* 
tained  in  the  uriBe,  He  thinks  all  urine  (he  muft  meanheakhy) 
difiblves  calculi,  and  that  diHilled  water  has  the  fame  efftiSU. 
He  fays  atfo  that  the  urine  of  the  (ick  contains  a  larger  pro« 
portion  both  of  acid  and  animal  earth.  This,  by  other  che« 
xpiftsy  has  been  particularly  obferved  in  the  arine  of  goutjD 
perfonsy  during  a  fit. 

Bergmann,  in  his  remarks  on  the  paper»  did  not  fi^ddiilillcd 
water  ib  perfect  a  menftruum  afi  Scheele  reprefented  it.  The 
white  floccali*  which  he  fays  remain,  are  either  infpiilateck 
mucus,  or  prol>abiy  the  inttrior  membraaea  of  the  urinary 
pailages,  which  we  know,  in  fuch  cafes,  are  fometimes  abraded. 
Sergmann  thinks,  as  we  always  fappofed,  that  the  calculus  ac<* 
tually  contains  lime  ;  but  gives  us  no  fatisfa^ory  iaformatioa 
on  the  nature  of  the  acid.  It  has  been  faid  to  be  the  acid  of 
fugar  ;  but  without  fu£cient  foundation.  Whatever  it  mxf 
be,  it  is  probably  not  confined  to  the  veiica  urinaria. 

Of  Schcele's  method  of  preparing  mercurias  duicis,  in  tht 
moid  way,  we  gave  an  account  in  reviewing  Swedia^r's  work  oit 
vejiereal  complaints.  Its  utility  is  obvious,  for  a  very  fimple 
reafon,  that  it  is  prepared  in  a  method  by  which  it  exifts  in  a 
finer  powder  than  can  be  obtained  by  the  mofl  careful  tritwa* 
tion.  When  we  tell  a  chemiil  that  it  is  procured  without  cor« 
rofive  fublimate,  a  preparation  fometimes  unequal,  whofe  che* 
mical  nature  is  not  thoroughly  underilood,  he  will  think  the 
improvement  a  very  material  one. 

The  improved  method  of  preparing  the  palvis  al^aroth,  f^ 
eflential  in  making  emetic  tartar  with  the  moil  certain  giveft 
drength,  is  alfo  ufeful.  In  this  too,  the  corroiive  fublimate 
is  not  now  employed.     We  fhall  fubjoin  the  procefs. 

*  Take  of  powdered  crude  antimony  one  pound,  powdered 
nitre  one  pound  and  a  half,  which,  after  being  well  dried  and 
mixed,  are  to  be  detonated  in  an  iron  mortar.  The  hepar, 
obtained  in  this  manner,  is  to  be  powdered,  and  a  pound  of  ic 
to  be  put  into  a  glafs  vefTel,  on  which,  firll  a  mixture  of  three 
pounds  of  water  and  fifteea  ounces  of  vitriolic  acid  is  to  be 
poured,  and  afterwards  fifteen  ounces  of  powered  common  falc 
are  to  be  added  ;  the  glafs  vefTel  is  then  to  be  put  in  a  fand- 
bath,  and  kept  in  digellion  for  twelve  hours ;  during  which 
period  the  mafs  is  to  be  conftantly  iHrred.  The  folution,  when 
cool,  is  to  be  flrained  through  linen.  Upon  the  refiduum  one 
third  of  the  above  mentioned  meiiftruum  is  to  be  poured,  the 
mixture  digeiled  and  drained.     From  this  folationi  when  it  h 
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dilated  with  boiling  watery  the  palvis  algarotti  precipifates, 
which  is  to  be  well  edulcorated  and  dried.' 

Molybdaena  and  Plttmbago  are,  at  prefent,  well  known.  We 
ihall  not  enlarge  on  the  analyiis,  though  they  are  impoitant ; 
becaufe  we  have  had  various  opportunities  of  mentioning  their 
refults. 

The  fourteenth  Eflay  is  on  the  new  Green  Coloor,  obferved 
in  our  author's  Experiments  on  Arfenic.  He  informs  us  of 
the  method  of  preparing  it ;  and  it  feems  to  confill  of  copper^' 
partly  phlogi(licated>  added  to  the  acid  of  arfenic. 

The  fifteenth  Effay  is  on  the  Decompoiicion  of  Neutral 
Salts,  by  un flacked  Lime  and  Iron.  This  is  effe^ed  4n  par- 
ticular circum dances  only  :  which  will  be  fufficiently  obvious^ 
from  its  contradicting  the  general  laws  of  affinity. 

The  author  next  endeavours  to  determine  the  quantity  of 
pure  air  in  the  atmofphere.  His  experiments  are  not  decifive  ; 
but  they  afford  comparative  obfervations  with  fufiicient  ac- 
curacy* We  know,  from  more  certain  trials,  that  the  propor- 
tion of  the  dephlogiflicated  air  in  the  atmofphere  does  not  vary' 
confiderably.  Our  author  finds  a  little  lefs  variation  than 
there  probably  is.  The  ufual  quantity,  in  his  opinion,  amounts 
to  -f^f  almoft  4  ^^  ^^^  whole. 

•  Mr.  Scheele's  Analyfis  of  Milk  is  more  complete  than  any 
that  we  have  yet  feen,  though  much  remains  to  be  difcovered. 
The  earth  of  cheefe  is,  he  thinks,  the  true  animal  earth,  viz. 
lime,  with  afuperabundant  phofphoric  acid.  The  acid  of  milk 
contains  an  efiential  fait,  animal  earth,  fugar  of  milk,  a  little 
snuriated  vegetable  alkali,  and  mucilaginous  matter.  The 
acid  will  not  rife,  in  any  great  quantity,  into  a  receiver,  (b 
that  it  was  procured  by  elective  attradlion ;  bat  we  mud  fug- 
ged that,  as  fpirit  of  wine  was  employed,  we  fear  the  acid 
was  in  fome  meafure  changed  by  it.  The  acid  which  comes 
over  is  a  weak  vinegar,  that  which  is  feparated  re/embles  vine- 
gar only,  but  is  not  fo.  During  the  operation  by  which 
milk  is  changed  to  an  acid,  much  ^xtd  air  efcapes  ;  and,  by 
adding  a  fpoonful  of  good  brandy  to  a  pint  of  milk,  vinegar 
may  be  actually  procured.  The  fugar  of  milk,  treated  like 
common  fugar,  with  fpirit  of  nitre,  gives  the  faccharine  acid. 
We  mention  thefe  fads  to  fhow  the  great  analogy  between  the 
different  acids. 

The  tungftein  we  have  fufficiently  enlarged  on,  in  our  ac- 
counts of  Bergmann,  and  of  the  analyfis  of  the  Spanifti  che- 
mifts;  fo  that  we  fhall  proceed  to  the  next  fubjeft,  via.  aether. 

Mr.  Scheclc,  in  endeavouring  to  afcertain  the  nature  of 

xther,  examines,  with  care,  the  different  proce/Tes  in  which  ic 
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IS  nade.  He  finds,  in  vitriolic  and  nitrous  xther,  traces  of 
the  feveral  acids ;  but  we  fufpeft  that,  when  Ke  feeks  for 
them  in  the  feveral  aethers,  he  rather  compofes  them  agda 
from  their  fcattered  fragments.  We  are  now  certain  that  acids 
are  not  homogeneous  bodies  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  they 
are  decompofed  in  forming  aether,  and  may  appear  in  the  fub- 
fequent  experiments,  from  a  re- union  of  their  feveral  parts  *. 
•  In  another  refpedk,  we  muft  corredl  Mr.  Scheele.  He  obferves, 
that  he  could  not  make  the  acetous  aether  without  the  addition 
of  fome  mineral  acid,  and  hints  his  dilbelief  of  the  count  de 
Lauragais'  fuccefs.  We  Jiave  good  authority,  however,  to 
aflert,  that  if  equal  quantities  of  radical  vinegar  and  fpirit  of 
wine  are  dillilled,  and  the  produd  again  cohobated  with  the 
refiduum ;  and,  if  this  operation  be  repeated  three  times,  an 
aetherial  liquor  will  be  carried  over  into  the  receiver.  This  is 
to  be  redtified  with  fixed  alkali,  and  again  diftilled,  properly 
feparating  the  produds  of  each  period  of  the  diftillation.  From 
twelve  ounces  of  each  of  the  ingredients,  fix  ounces  of  good 
aether  are  procured ;  but  we  fhall  have  occafion  to  return  to 
tiis  fubjcdl.  With  no  other  acid  could  Mr.  Scheele  fucceed 
in  producing  aether,  except  only  the  acid  of  benzoin  ;  but, 
in  this  operation,  other  chemifts  have  not  had  equal  fuccefs* 
We  fhall  not  enlarge  on  our  author's  attempt  to  explain  the 
nature  of  sether,  and  the  principles  of  the  operation,  becaufe 
we  flrongly  fufped  that  his  foundation  is  queflionable,  and  his 
fuperftrudure  is  not  ytr^  ilriking  or  fatisfadory. 

Vinegar,  we  are  told,  will  keep  without  moulding,  if, 
previous  to  its  being  put  in  bottles,  it  be  boiled  over  a  ilrong 
fire  for  a  quarter  of  a  minute,  and  corked  while  hot. 

In  the  following  EfTay  is  an  account  of  the  tinging  acid  by 
which  Pruflian  blue. is  precipitated  :  we  explained  its  nature  in 
general,  in  the  twelfth  page  of  the  prefent  volume  of  our  Jour- 
nal ;  but  our  author  has  given  us  a  more  full  account  in  a  fubfe- 
quent  Eifay^  which  now  firft  appears  in  this  tranflation.  Mr. 
Scheele  found  that  this  colouring  liquor,  which  we  mufl  Hill  call 
acid,  though  it  has  no  very  decifive  properties  of  an  acid,  may 
be  combined  with  lime ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  it  is  more  convenient 
for  precipitations  than  in  the  ufual  forms ;  but  it  muil  be  pre* 
ferved  with  care ;  for  all  acids,  even  the  aerial,  deHroy  this  str^ 
flight  union.  The  tinging  acid  contains  fixed  air  and  phlogiflon, 
perhaps  not  without  other  ingredients,  or  it  might  be  ftyled  a 
highly  phlogiflicated  aeiial  acid.  The  volatile  alkali  is  con- 
tained in  Pruflian  blue ;  and  Mr.  Scheele  thinks  it  is  an  in- 
gredient in  the  colouring  Ijquor. 

*  With  a  proper  apparatus  mutb  air  is  obfervcd  to  be  abforbed  during  the 
•pentton  of  makinc  sther. 

^  •  Hence 
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*  Hence  I  wasdifpofed  to  believe,  that  the  conilitaent  parts  of 
diecolonriog  matter  were  volatile  alkali,  and  an  oily  fubftaDce. 
la  this  opinion  I  was  the  more  confirmed,  when  1  faw,  that, 
on  diflblving  martial  vitriol  in  fpirit  of  hartihorn,  recently 
diflilled,  and  addijig  to  it  muriatic  acid,  I  obtained  Pruffian  blue. 
I  have,  however,  diflilled  oxes  blood,  till  nothing  more  would 
pais  over  into  the  receiver,  and  the  retort  was  red  hot.  I  fil* 
tered  the  liquor  of  the  receiver,  in  order  to  feparate  from  it 
the  empyreumatic  oil,  and  thep  diffolved  a  little  martial  vitriol 
in  it,  and  added  a  fuperabundant  quantity  of  acid  ;  and  thus, 
Iikewife,  obtained  Pruffian  blue.  1  then  refolved  to  make  fevend 
experiments,  the  principal  purpofe  of  which  (hoald  be,  to  unite 
the  volatile  alkali  with  fome  oily  fubftance.  For  this  purpofe  I  di^ 
tilled  a  mixture  of  concrete  volatile  alkali  and  un£tuoas  oil ;  a 
nixture  of  the  fame  alkali  with  animal  fat ;  and,  on  another  occa* 
iioQ,  with  oil  of  turpentine  ;  a  mixture  of  quicklime,  fal  ammo- 
niac, and  axunge  ;  the  fame  mixture  with  oil  of  hartfhorn ;  like- 
wife  a  mixture  of  potalhes,  fal  ammoniac,  and  empyreumatic  oil; 
the  fame  mixture  with  axunge  ;  but  all  in  vain.  The  liquors  ob- 
tained in  the  receiver,  which  confided  of  phlegm,  mixed  with  vo- 
latile alkali  and  oil>  never  yielded  even  the  flighteft  mark  of  Pruf- 
fian blue.  Hence  I  concluded,  that,  though  aerial  acid  and  pblo- 
giilon  are  obtained  every  time  any  oil  is  decompo^d,  it  at  the 
fame  time  contains  water  intimately  combined  with  the  other 
conilituent  parts,  and  that  it  i^  abfolutely  neceiTary  that  this 
water  fhould  be  feparated  from  them,  before  a  perfe^  union  of 
the  volatile  alkali  can  take  place/ 

Our  author  afterwards  found,  that  no  oil  was  required 
in  the  preparation  of  the  colouring  ^d  ;  for  the  volatile 
alkali  is  capable  of  uniting  with  the  coaly  matter,  after  it 
has  been  fubtilized  with  a  fir  on  g  heat ;  and  then  unites  fo 
ftroRgly  with  alkali  of  tartar,  as  to  bear  the  moil  violent  heats. 
This  alkali,  diiTolved  in  water,  he  fuppofes  to  be  the  lixivium 
fanguinis.  We  own  that  this  opinion  is  attended-  with  many 
difficulties ;  and  it  mufl  be  allowed,  that  ittbftances  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent nature  will  throw  down  acolaored-preci|>itaie,or  that  fome 
parts  of  the  operation  are  ftill  little  underftood.  A  convenient 
method  of  preparing  the  tinging  acid  is  afterwards  fubjoined. 

Mr.  Scheele  next  oppofes  Dr.  Weber's  opinion,  that  cal- 
careous earth  contains  the  inflsimmable  principle  which  he  had 
let  up  in  oppoiition  to  Dr.  Black's  do^rine  of  £xed  air.  One 
author,  by  many  curious  fa€b  and  arguments,  fupports  Dr. 
Black's  opinion.  The  next  EiTay  contains  remarks  on  Mr; 
Wenzel's  doftrine  of  the  affinity  of  bodies.  Several  mifcella- 
neous  obfervations  follow,  which  we  need  not  enlarge  en.  The 
laft  EfTay  which  we  (hall  mention  is  on  the  reiemblance  be- 
tween the  feveral  vegetable  acids,  by  Dr.  Crell.  He  endea- 
vours to  ihew  the  connexion  of  the  native  a^ids^  viz,  the  acid 

effential 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


Dr.  Anderfin^s  Pre/ent  State  of  the  Hebrides •  ^yf 

^ITential  falts,  and  that  of  tartar,  with  the  acetous  acid  evolved 
by  fermentation,  and  with  the  acid  extra^^^d  from  roucilagi* 
nous  fubflances  by  fpirit  of  nitre,  viz.  the  faccharinc.  In  a 
fubfeqaent  paper  he  explains  the  fimilarity  between  vinegar 
and  the  nitrous  acid,  which  has  long  fince  been  infilled  on  by 
Rouelle,  and  very  lately  by  the  French  academicians ;  birt  he 
points  out  a  iimilar  refemblance,  between  vinegar  and  the  vi- 
triolic acid«  which  has  not  hitherto  been  mentioned*  The 
length  of  our  article,  and  the  author  not  having  made  any 
very  decifive  experiments,  prevent  us  from  enlarging  on  the 
fubjeft.  On  the  whole,  we  think  this  volume  a  very  ufeful 
one ;  and  we  are  pleafed  to  find,  that  the  author  means  to 
tranflate  the  other  EiTays  of  Mr.  Scheele. 


Jn  Account  of  the  Pre/ent  State  of  the  Hebrides^  and  Weftern^ 
Coafts  of  Scotland.     By  James  Ander/on,    LL.D.  F,  R,  §• 
F.  S.  A.  Scot.     So;^.     7/.  in  Boards.     Robinfon. 

*  TT  has  long  afforded  matter  of  aftonifliment  to  neighbour* 
^  ing  nations,  that  Britain,  whofe  fhores  are  furrounded  by 
greater  fhoaI«  of  fi(h  than  thofe  of  any  other  country  on  th« 
globe,  ihould  have  fo  long  remained  inaflive  herfelf  with  re* 
gard  to  the  iifheries,  while  others  have  been  enriched  by  the 
treafures  they  have  derived  from  this  fource*  Their  wouder  is 
yet  farther  encreafed,  when  they  confides  that  all  ranks  of  peo- 
ple in  this  ifland,  for  many  years  paH,  have  fhewed  the  greatefi 
defire  poHIble  to  encreafe  her  marine,  and  have,  therefore^ 
warmly  patronifed  every  fcheme  that  promifed  to  augment  the 
number  of  her  fcamcn,'— Yet  the  fifheries  on  her  own  coaft, 
which  are  obvioufly  better  calculated  for  rearing  feamen  to  her 
than  any  other  meafure  that  can  be  propofed,  have  Aill  been 
fuffcred  to  remain  in  fuch  a  languid  fiate,  as  neither  to  employ 
the  induftry  of  the  people,  augment  the  wealth  of  the  nation, 
nor  add  to  the  revenue  and  refources  of  the  ftate.  To  explaia 
this  feeming  paradox,  and  to  pave  the  way  for  future  improve* 
ments,  it  will  be  neceifary  to  take  a  retrofpediive  view  or  fome 
hiHorical  events  which  have  had  an  influence  on  the  prefen^ 
4j[ueilior^.' 

After  this  very  ufeful  remark,  the  judicious  author  gives  a 
bi&orical  induilion  concerning  the  Britifh  fifiieries,  in  which 
he  takes  up  his  fubjedi  from  the  earlieft  accounts,  (hews  the 
effeds  of  fome  local  unfortunate  circumftances,  which  have 
prevented  its  fuccefs  ;  and  that  it  never  can  be  produftive  pf 
any  national  advantage,  until  various  impediments  are  re-" 
moved.  Some  of  thefe  impediments  are  a  want  of  towns  on 
^e  weftern  fide  of  Scotland,  and  of  courfe  a  want  of  thofe 
conveniencies   and  jjecciTarics   which  ?naD,   itt  fociety  pply. 
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can  procure :  the  want  of  a  poft-office  is,  of  itfelf,  fufBcicnt 
to  prevent  any  trade  from  being  carried  on  ;  for,  where  no  in- 
formation can  be  given,  nor  procured,  commerce  is  cramped 
in  its  firfl  principles.  In  a  flourifhing  country,  as  we  have  lately 
obferved,  agriculture  and  commerce  depend  fo  mucli  on  each 
other,  that  it  is  difficult  to  difunite  them  ;  in  a  country  pof- 
fefling  neither,  it  is  no  lefs  difficult  to  find  which  is  moft  pro- 
per firft  to  encourage,  for  they  ought  to  begin  together.  If 
thisl)eginning  is  not  made  with  a  due  attention  to  the  nature 
of  the  country^^and  the  charadler  of  the  people,  it  muft  ever 
be  abortive.  -  > 

Dr.  Andcrfon  is  thoroughly  fenfible  of  thefe  principles,  and 
gives  manj^  incontrovertible  proofs  of  the  irapoffibility  of  our 
ever  making  a  national  advantage  of  that  profufion  of  fi(h, 
with  which  the  fhores  of  Scotland  abound,  bnlefs  the  wtftern 
fide  of  that  country,  their  chief  refort,  has  villages  and  towns, 
and  thofe  towns. an  eafy  correfpondehce  with  each  other.  In 
fadt,  every  attempt  towards  improvement  mull  begin  on  an 
extenfive  fcale,  and  be  purfued  with  fpirit,  and  a  proper  view 
towards  the  chief  defeds.  .  The  great  inconveniencies  which 
the  inhabitants  of  this  diltri6V,  and  of  the  Weftern  Ifles,  ex- 
perience from  the  fait  duties,  as  they  are  at  prefent  ellabliihed, 
muft  be  added  to  the  more  general  caufes,  and  m.iiil  be  greatly 
lefTcned,  or  totally  altered. 

The  author  obferves,  that  it 

.•  It  is  many  years  fince  the  obvious  importance  of  thefe 
negledled  regions,  attracted  the  particular  notice  of  the  writer 
of  this  performance;  and  he  publi/hed  his  thoughts  on  that 
fuhjed  in  the  year  1777,  in  a  treatife,  intitled,  Obfervations 
on  the  Means  of  exciting  a  Spirit  of  National  Induftry,  &c. — 
He  once  more  touched  on  this  fubjed,  in  an  effay  he  offered  to 
the  public  in  the  end  of  the  year  1780,  intled,  The  Intereftof 
Great  Britain  with  Refpeft  to  her  American  Colonies  con- 
iidered  ;  in  which  h^  had  occafion  to  (how,  tha^  the  nation  had 
in  vain  expedled,  for  fome  centuries  paft,  to  derive  advantages 
from  its  tranfatlantic  dominions,  which  it  never  did,  and  never 
could  obtain,  while  it  neglected  treafures  of  a  more  va- 
luable kind,  that  long  had  been  in  her  fole  polTeffion. — The 
fubje(5!  once  more  obtruded  itfelf  upon  him,  on  the  clofe  of  the 
late  war,  which  he  confidered  as  a  mofl  favourable  opportunity 
for  bringing  this  fubjedt  under  the  public  notice  :  he  therefore 
compiled  a  treatife,  intitled,  A  Propofal  for  eilablilhing  the 
Nof  thern  Britilh  FiHieries ;  in  which  the  Circumdances  that  have 
hitherto  frullrated  every  Attempt  to  eftablifh  thefe  Fifheries  are 
inveftigated,  and  Meafures  fuggefted  by  which  thefe  Obftruc- 
lions  may  be  removed,  &c.  'I'his  treatife  was  printed  for  the 
perufal  of  his  friends  ;  but  was  not  publifhed,  as  he  confidered 
himfeif  not  fuificiently  intruded  in  all  particulars  relating  to 
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It,  never  having  been  on  the  coafts,  where  the  iifheries  can  be 
chiefly  carried  on,  in  perfon ;  and  therefore  juflly  fafpedling 
that  he  might  be  unacquainted  with  many  local  fa^s^  which  it 
was  of  much  importance  fhould  be  known,  before  a  decided 
judgment  on  this  fubje£t  could  be  formed.  This  treatife  was 
printed  in  the  year  1783  ;  and  having  attra£ted  the  notice  of 
fome  public-fpirited  men,  th^  writer  was  applied  to  in  the  be* 
ginning  of  the  year  1784,  to  fee  if  he  would  incline  to  under- 
take a  voyage  along  thofe  coafls,  with  a  view  to  obtain  the  in* 
formation  on  that  fubje^,  which  he  feemcd  to  think  was  of  io 
much  importace.  To  this  propofal  he  readily  afTented ;  and 
having  obtained  an  order  from  the  Treafury  for  one  of  the 
king's  cutters  to  attend  him  on  that  expedition,  he  proceeded 
on  it  with  alacrity.  The  following  Report  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Treafury,  with  the  illuftrations  that  accompany  it,  contain  aa 
9bilra6t  of  the  obfervations  he  there  made.' 

How  far  the  Report  may  have  been  affefted,  by  the  author 
not  failing  till  .much  of  the  fummer  was  over,  we  know  not  1 
but  it  feems  probable,  that  Dr.  Anderfon  was  too  late  for 
fome  circumftances  which  he  muil  have  \yi(hed  to  have  feen 
with  his  own  eyes.  The  information,  however,  which  he 
procured  from  the  beft  authorities^  leaves  no  doubt  on  the 
mind  of  the  reader,  as  we  hope  it  will  not  on  thofe  to  whom 
the  Report  was  made,  but  that  the  Scottifh  fifheries  are  worthy 
of  every  poilible  attention,  and  will  richly  reward  government 
for  any  expence  that  may  be  required  to  improve  them. 

The  fads  recorded  in  this  volume  tlo  not  only  relate  to  the 
liberies,  but  point  out  many  other  fources  of  improvement, 
in  the  Wefiern  iflands;  forthefe,  we  mull  refer  to  the  work, 
and  its  various  illuftrations,  (ince  detached  fadis  cannot  eafily 
be  abridged.  We  fliall  feleft  only,  as  a  fpecimen  of  his  re-» 
marks,  the  following  curious  obfervations  on  the  herring. 

*  The  herring  is  a  delicate  fiih,  which  is  killed  by  a  very 
fmall  degree  of  violence.  Whenfever  it  is  taken  out  of  the 
water,  even  though  it  feems  to  have  received  no  hurt,  it  gives 
a  fmall  fqueak,  and  immediately  expires;  and  though  it  be 
thrown  inflantly  back  into  the  water,  i;  never  recovers— Hence 
arifes  the  proverb,  as  dead  as  a  herring. 

*'  No  conjecture  can  be  made  relating  to  its  food.  It  feems 
to  be  nouriihed  by  fome  fubilance  that  abounds  every  where  in 
the  fea-water  in  prodigious  quantities,  though  too  minute  for 
obfervation. — Were  it  not  every  where  prefent  in  the  water,  the 
ihoals  are  fo  great,  that  thofe  which  come  lad  mud  fuffer  for  want 
of  food,  and  become  lean.  This  is  never  taken  notice  of  by 
£ifaermen^  It  is  obferved,  that  the  fiomach  contains  only  z 
quantity  of  ilimy  matter,  unlefs  it  be  very  near  the  fpawning* 
tiine^  when  a  hw  fmall  fi(h  are  fometimes  found  in  the  Aoroach : 
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hey  are  then  called  foal  fiifa,  being  more  full  of  blood  than  at 
other  feafons :  they  never  take  bait  bnt  when  in  this  date,  and 
vcty  feldbm  then. 

*  Some  fanciful  people,  in  order  to  make  the  hiftory  of  their 
migrations  complete,  defcribe  them  as  being  led  forward  by  a 
leader  who  diredls  their  coarfe,  who  has  been  called  their  king. 
No  fuch  thing  is  even  believed  by  any  of  the  fifhermen. 

*  When  a  great  body  of  herrings  are  in  the  water,  they  can 
be  diftin^^ly  perceived  by  the  fmell,  as  I  myfelf  frequently  ex- 
perienced. 

*  They  fometimes  fwim  very  near  the  furface,  and  fometimes 
at  a  greater  depth,  as  has  been  faiJ  ;  but  the  circum^ances  that 
occafion  the  one  or  the  other  have  not  been  obferved.  It  does 
not  depend  on  the  feafoo  of  the  year,  nor,  by  what  I  could 
learn,  on  any  obferved  peculiarity  of  weather. 

*  At  times  they  feem  to  take  pleafare  in  rifing  to  the  furface 
of  the  water,  and  putting  up  their  nofes,  and  inftantly  drawing 
back.  This  occaiions  a  little  pattering  noife,  like  the  found  of 
a  few  large  drops  of  rain  on  the  water  ;  which  is  denominated 
by  the  natives  on  the  ihores  they  frequent,  the  play  of  herrings. 
It  is  moft  ufually  obferved  in  a  liill  calm  evening  ^  and  at  thefe 
times,  they  are  thought  not  to  enter  readily  into  the  nets,  and 
therefore  it  is  not  thought  a  favourable  indication  of  the  fuccefs 
of  the  fifhery  for  that  night. 

*  But  the  moft  wonderful  peculiarity  relating  to  the  necono- 
my  of  that  little  fifh,  was  one  that  J  never  had  an  opportunity 
of  obferving  myfelf,  but  which  I  was  affured  was  a  fad,  by 
every  perfon  acquainted  with  tlie  fiftieries  who  fpoke  with  me  on 
that  fubjed.  I  therefore  tell  it  to  the  reader  as  I  had  it,  with- 
out conrradiding  or  confirming  it,  though  I  rather  fufped  the 
opinion  has  taken  its  rife  from  inaccurate  obfervation-— It  is, 
fay  they,  a  certain  fad,  that  at  particular  times,  in  thofe  lochs 
where  herrings  abound,  a  ftrong  fmart  found  is  heard,  like  the 
report  of  a  piftol-when  fired.  This  found,  it  is  fuppofed,  is 
in  fome  inconceiveablc  way  produced  by  the  herrings  them- 
felves,  and  is  always  accounted  a  certain  proof  that  they  are 
immediately  to  leave  that  place.  When  the  found  is  heard,  or 
fuppofed  to  be  heardj  it  is  faid  the  herrings  have  cracked  ;  and, 
in  that  cafe,  it  never  fails  but  that  the  whole  are  gone  before 
next  day.  Whatever  truth  may  be  in  this,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  the  herrings  frequently  withdraw  from  any  loch  in  a 
very  fhort  time,  and  leave  ndveftige  of  them  behind.' 

Our  author,  in  this  part  of  his  work,  oppofes  the  opinion 
of  their  migration,  from  numerous  obfervations,  and  gives  a 
very  particular  account  of  the  method  of  catching  them. 

The  Report  contains  fomc  very  important  remarks,  and  de- 
ferves  great  attention  from  thofe  to  whom  thofe  whom  the 
condud  of  the  undertaking  is  entruHed, 
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The  Necejpty  of  founding  Fillages  contiguous  to  Harbours,  for  the 
effe&ual  Eftahlijhment  of  Fijheries  on  the  Weft  Coaft  of  Scot^  * 
land  and  the  Hebrides,     %vo*     it.      Cadell. 

A  Plan  fo  obvious,  as  to  catch  the  fifh  which  fwim  roun<l '  . 
-^^  the  w^ftern  coafts  ;  one  of  fo  great  ;^pparent  utility,  and 
feemingly  fo  eafy  to  execute »  has  been  retarded  by  various  ob-> 
^ades.  But  the-obflacles  are  infeparable  from  the  nature  of 
(he  fcheme,  and  arife  from  the  political  (ituation,  and  the 
flate  of  fbciety  on  thofe  coafts.  They  are  not  feen  on  a  tran* 
fient  view;  but,  v/hen  examined  clofely,  fwell  to  an  alarming 
tnagnitude.  It  is  with  pleafure,  however,  we  announce,  that 
.there  is  a  plan  in  agitation,  with  the  approbation  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  houfe  of  commons,  for  founding  villages  on  the 
weft  coafts  of  Scotland,  and  its  adjacent  iflands,  from  a  fund 
to  be  raifed  by  fubfcription^  and  the  fubfcribers  are  to  be  in* 
corpora  ted  by  ad  of  Parliament.  This  work  is  defigned  to 
affift  the  plan  ;  and  we  hope  it  will  eFedually  promote  it.  We 
have  already  obferved,  that  the  neceffity  of  villages,  joined  to 
a  ready  and  quick  communication,  is  fo  obvious,  that  no  ftep  , 
will  probably  be  effedual  without  fuch  eftabliihment.  W^ 
approve,  therefore,  highly  of  the  plan  ;  and  hope  that  a  de* 
iign  fo  truly  patriotic  will  meet  with  fuitable  encouragement. 
The  pamphlet  before  us  is  written  with  remarkable  candouf 
and  perfpicuity,  and  is  well  adapted  for  its  purpofe. 

On  reviewing  Mr.  Fall's  remarks,  we  noticed  a  little  par« 
tiality  for  fome  plans,  ariftng  from  his  peculiar  local  £tuation. 
Thofe  which  are  feledled  in  the  work  before  us  chiefly  relate 
to  the  cirqumftances  which  are  improper  for  an  eftabliftiment 
of  the  weftern  coafts.  > 


Ohferwations  on  the  Acute  Djfeniery,  nxith  the  Defign  of  iUuftrat- 
ing  its  Caufes  and  Treatment.  Bj  John  Rol/o,  M,  D.  8a;<?. 
IS.  6d.     Dilly. 

jR.  Rollo  is  an  acute  obferver,  and  a  diligent  enquirer. 
His  opinion  of  the  caufc  of  dyfentery,  if  not  quite  new, 
is,  in  fome  rcfpe6U,  different  from  the  former  fyftems.  He 
thinks  it  depends  on  ftver ;  and  that,  to  produce  this  form  of 
it,  the  caufes  of  fever  are  modified  by  the  concurrence  of  cold 
jor  moifture,  which  ufually  afieft,  even  when  unaccompanied, 
the  bowels  in  fome  degree.  The  firft  eifeft  is  a  fpafmodic  grip- 
ing, with  a  difcharge  of  blood  or  mucus  from  the  colon  and 
re£tum.  The  fecond,  an  eryHpelatous  inflammation  of  the 
great  inteftifics,  extending  downwards  to  ihe.reftum,  and  up. 

Z  3  wards 
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ivardfi  to  the  ileum>  duodenum^  flomach,  and  faaces^  ulti** 
matery  proving  fatal,  by  inducing  gangrene.  This  is  the  acute 
form ;  but,  in  the  chronic,  he  feems  to  think  this  inHamma- 
tion  induces  a  preternatural  tendernefs,  perhaps  by  deftroying 
the  villous  coat,  or  little  ulcers^  difEcult  to  heal.  His  opi- 
nion is  fupported  by  the  diifeftion  of  rtcent  cafes,  which  he 
thinks  has  hitherto  been  too  much  negleded.  Thefc  fhow, 
that  the  bowels  are  in  an  inflamed  flate  j  and  that  the  inflam- 
xnatioil  is  not  phlogiftic,  requires  no  proof.  We  own,  that 
the  author  has  rendered  his  fyftem  extremely  probable. 

In  fome  other  refpefts,  however,  we  muft  differ.  H<i  feems 
to  think,  that  dyfcnt«ry  does  not  arife  from  fpecific  contagion, 
and  that  it  is  not  contagious.  The  latter  is  a  dangerous  opi- 
nion ;  for  it  leads  us  to  negle£l  thofe  cautions  which  may  be- 
come highly  neceifary.  But  we  mud  add  the  author's  candid 
remarks*  After  he  has  hinted  a  doubt  whether  the  difipafe 
produced  by  putrid  faeces,  &c.  may  not  be  of  a  different  kind, 
and  brought  fome  fafts  from  Van  Swietcn  and  Sir  John  Prin- 
gle,  he  adds, 

'  By  any  ambiguity  we  exp^efs  on  this  fubjedl,  we  only 
wifh,  that  the  fadls  relating  to  it  may  be  more  carefully  in- 
fpeftcd.  The  fa£ls,  as  they  are  prefently  explained  by  the 
inoft  refpeAable  medical  characters,  are  in  favour  of  the  dyfen- 
tery  becoming,  in  certain  circumttances,  contagious.  However, 
we  are  inclined  to  think  the  fubjeft  merits  a  farther  invefli* 
gation. 

*  The  dyfentery  has  been  fhewn  to  be  produced  by  marfh 
effluvium,  the  common  caufe  of  intermitting  and  remitting 
fevers,  only  in  this  difeafe  it  is  necefTarily  connedted  with  cold 
and  moifture.  The, affinity  of  the  dyfentery  to  the  intermitting 
and  remitting  fevers  is  indifputable.  Therefore  it  may  be  na- 
turally imagined,  that  thefe  fevers,  as  well  as  the  dyfentery, 
may  become,  in  fimilar  circumftances,  contagious. 

*  Have  the  intermitting  and  remitting  fevers,  as  arifing 
from  marfh  effluvium,  become  in  any  fituation  contagious  V 

It  is  in  fome  degree  neceffary  to  give  our  fentiments  on  this 
fubjed,  fmce  we  are  remotely  involved  in  it,  by  the  author 
having  refted  his  fird  flep,on  our  opinions. 

We  obfeived,  in  our  Fifty-fixth  Volume,  p.  13,  that  *  every 
difeafe  which  arifes  from  contagion,  appears  to  have  been  the 
product  of  a  particular  country,  and  to  have  been  carried  only, 
by  inferior),  to  others/  But  it  does  not  follow,  thatinfedUon 
is  confined  to  ^^r/^^,  contagion,  that  is,  thofe  contagions 
which  infallibly  produce  the  fame  difeafe,  and  exert  their  in^ 
flv^nce  opce  only  during  an  indivi4uars  life.    The  latter  cir* 
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cumflance  muil,  however,  be  received  with  limitation  ;  for  it 
is  not  ftri£tly  true  of  all  contagions  which  may  be  termed  fpe- 
cific.  Dyfentery,  we  think,  arifes  from  occafionai  caufes,  not 
from  the  contagion  which  we  have  been  fpeaking  of;  but  oui* 
author  does  not  feem  to  fufpedt,  that  there  are  contagions  of 
other  kinds,  which  do  not  fo  certainly  produce  the  feveral 
difeafes  as  fpecific  ones,  yet  really  exiil,  and  fhould  be  guarded 
againfl.  The  influenza  was  very  probably,  in  fome  inftances, 
contagious ;  putrid  fevers  are  fo,  and  the  remitting  feversvery 
certainly  infedious,  in  particular  circumftances.  The  line  to 
be  drawn,  refpeding  fevers,  is  this :  where  the  fluids  are  mor- 
bidly affeded,  the  difeafe  may  be  communicated,  but  not 
otherwife.  Hence  intermittents,  though  of  the  fame  kind  as 
remittents,  cured  with  the  fame  remedies,  and  frequently  end- 
ing in  them,  are  pretty  certainly  not  infeflious  ;  nor  indeed 
are  the  remittents,  till  they  aflame  a  malignant  type.  This 
is  the  line  too  that  we  fhould  draw  for  dyfentery.  In  the  ear- 
lier ftates,  when  it  is  only  a  mode  of  ft^tr^  it  is  probably  not 
iofedious :  in  the  inflammatory  Hate,  when  the  fecretions  are 
generally  increafed,  and  folmetimes  vitiated,  it  certainly  may 
be  communicated.  In  many  cafes,  we  think  accidental  fever 
allows  the  contagion,  before  received,  an  opportunity  to  exert 
its  deleterious  influence;  and  this  efFeft  it  produces^  in  com- 
mon with  every  oiher'debilitating  power.  If  Linnaeus  is  right, 
in  thinking  the  difeafe  arifes  from  infe6is,  it  mufl  certainly  bo 
in  every  ftate  infedious  *. 

Dr.  Rollo's  praftice  is  very  eflicacious  and  judicious.  His 
combination  of  emetic  tartar  with  opium,  oiJ,  and  wax,  feems 
a  powerful  and  well  adapted  remedy.  In  other  refpefts,  he 
does  not  very  effentially  difi^er  from  the  eftabliflied  praftice  ; 
but  he  folloWs  it  in  its  bell  and  mofl:  decifive  form. 

On  the  whole,  we  think  his  pamphlet  an  ufeful  and  in- 
ftruftive  one  :  we  wifh  alfo,  that  we  could  praife  his  language  ; 
but  it  is  greatly  deformed  with  provincial  expreflions.,  Why 
will  not  authors,  who  are  fo  well  able  to  inftrud,  endeavour  to 
pleafe,  or  at  leatt  to  avoid  difgufling  their  readers  ? 


Memoirs  of  the  Literary  and  Pbilofophical  Society  of  Mancbefer* 
(Concluded,  from  p,  184.^ 

1 N  bur  examination  of  the  firfl  volume  of  thefe  Memoirs,  we 
-■'  continued  to  admire  the  choice  of  the  fubjefts,  as  they 
might  lead  to  an  improving  infl:ruftive  converfation  ;  but  we 

»■  I      ^    ..  ■        ^ 

•  Vide  Aniaenitatts  Academics,  vol.  v. 
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liad  alfo  additional  reafons  to  think  many  of  the  Memoirs  ef 
too  little  importance  for  publication.  We  need  not  repeat 
expreifions  of  regard  for  (imilar  inftitutions>  or  for  many  of 
the  Members  of  the  Manchefter  Society ;  nor  will  they,  we 
Jiope,  mifinterpret  our  free  opinion  of  their  colledion,  or  fuf-- 
pedl  tts  of  the  leafl  difreped  for  individuals  :  we  fhall,  in  ex« 
amining  the  volume  before  us^  purfue  our  former  method. 

N^  I.  A  brief  Comparifon  of  fome  of  the  principal  Argu- 
ments in  Favour  of  public  and  private  Education.  By  Tho- 
mas Barnes,  D.  D. 

II.  A  Plan  for  the  Improvement  and  Extenfion  of  Liberal 
Education  in  Manchefter.     By  the  fame. 

III.  Propofals  for  eflabliihing  in  Manchefter  a  Plan  of  Li- 
beral Education  for  young  Men  deiigned  for  civil  aad  a&ive 
Life,  whether  in  Trade,  tr  in  any  of  the  Profcffions.  By  the 
fame. — Jn  the  firft  of  thefe  articles  this  very  reipe Aable  author 
coniiders  the  queft^on  of  the  preference  of  public  or  private 
fchools,  with  a  little  partiality  to  the  latter.  At  laft,  however^ 
he  chufes  the  middle  path,  viz.  a  fchool  of  that  fize  which 
will  not  check  emulation,  and  one  not  fo  large,  but  that  all 
the  boys  may  be  under  the  mafter's  eye  ;  in  which  the  afpiring 
genius  may  not  be  compelled  to  follow  the  flower  paces  of  the 
dull  one.  The  fecond  and  third  are  very  ufeful  effays,  and 
have  been  attended  with  confiderable  advantages.  Dr.  Barnes 
propofes  an  inftitution,  which  has  flnce  been  fuccefsfully  car- 
ried into  execution,  as  an  intermediate  ftep  between  the  fchool 
and  the  college,  calculated  not  only  for  profeftion^l  men,  but 
thofe  to  be  engaged  in  commercial  purfuits ;  deiigned  not  only 
to  aflift  the  fcholar,  but  to  enlarge  the  views  of  the  merchant, 
and  at  leaft  to  afford  him,  in  his  occafional  retirement  from 
bufinefs,  a  refuge  in  himfelf,  a  fource  of  amafement,  or  per* 
liaps  opportunities  of  inftru£ling  the  reft  of  mankind.  The 
regulations  of  the  college  are  fubjoined,  and  they  feem  ex« 
cellent ;  nor  can  we  fee  an  objedion  to  the  plan,  unlefs  it  may 
be  faftidioufly  alledged>  that  it  enlarges  the  furface,  rather 
than  the  dctptfas  of  fcience,  and  may  infufethat  dangerous  fpi- 
rit,  '  a  little  learning.'  But  this  objeAion  can  exiftonly  in  a 
formidable  fhape  under  injudicious  Condud  :  it  fhould  be  the 
obje£l  of  the  profeiTors  to  awaken  curiofity,  not  to  gratify  it ; 
and,  when  they  open  an  extenfive  landfcape,  to  inform  their 
hearers  of  the  great  necefSty  of  the  repeated  e^^amination  of 
particular  parts,  if  they  would  reap  any  advantage  from  the 
profpedl.  Thefe  examinations  muft  be  the  bufinefs  of  the  fu- 
ture life.  We  can  add  nothing  to  the^  Society's  prefent  de- 
figns|   \>VLtf  wbil^  we  exprefs  our  fuUeft  approbation,  may 
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fttggeil  a  wiih  for  a  nore  particular  pablication  of  tl^eir  plan^ 
and  the  (yllabus  of  each  courfe. 

IV.  On  Orichalcum.  By  the  Right  Rev.  Richard  Watfon, 
D.  D.  F.  R.  S.  &c.  &c.  Lord  Bifhop  of  Landaff. — This  article 
has  been  examined  in.  the  fourth  volume  of  the  bifhop's 
EfTays. 

V.  Remarks  on  the  Origin  of' Vegetable  Fixed  Alkali,  with 
fome  collateral  Obfervaiions  on  Nitre.    By  M.  Wall,  M.  D. 

VI.  Some  Account  of  the  Life  and- Writings  of  the  late  Pro* 
feffor  Gregory,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  By  James  Johnllone,  M.  D. 

VIL  Remarks  on  the  Knowledge  of  the  Ancients  refpedting 
Glafs.     By  Dr.  Falconer  of  Bath. 

VIIL  On  the  different  Quantities  of  Rain  which  fall  at 
different  Heights  over  the  fame  Spot  of  Ground  ;  with  a  Letter 
from  Benjamin  Franklin,  LL.  D.  By  Thomas  Percival,  M.D. 

IX.  Speculations  on  the  perceptive  Power  of  Vegetables. 
By  Thomas  Percival,  M.  D. 

X.  An  experimental  Inquiry  into  the  Caufe  of  the  perma* 
nent  Colours  of  Opake  Bodies.  By  Edward  HufTey  DelavaJ, 
F.  R.  S.  of  the  Royal  Societies  of  Upfal  and  Gottingen,  of 
the  Inititute  of  Bologna,  &c» — This  Inquiry  is  an  important 
one,  and  well  conduced;  it  is  a  valuable  fupplement  to  the 
author's  former  work,  and  extends  our  knowledge  on  this  in- 
tricate fubjeA.  It  is  not  quite  {rot  from  imperfections ;  but 
the  accuracy  of  the  principal,  conclufions  is,  we  tliink,  nni|n« 
peachable.  We  Ihall  not  look  for  trifling  blemiflics ;  but  can- 
not avoid  hinting  to  the  author,  that  the  advancement  of  arts 
and  manufaflures  is  not  fo  f(ri6lly  connedled  with  that  of  fci- 
ence  as  he  fuppofes  ;  nor  is  the  opinion  fo  properly  introduced 
on  a  fubjeft,  in  which  we  were  certainly  excelled,  when  the 
fcience  of  optics  was  little  known.  The  prefent  objedl  is  to 
examine  thofe  properties  of  permanently  coloured  fubftances, 
by  which  they  operate  on  the  rays  of  light  in  producing  co- 
lours ;  and,  in  the  courfe  of  the  enquiry,  he  (hows  that  co- 
lours are  produced  by  tranfmitted,  not  by  reflefted  light ; ' 
that  vegetable,  aniniia),  and  mineral  coloured  matter,  is  tranf. 
parent ;  and  that  in  bodies,  diftinguiflied  by  various  tints,  the 
light  is  reflefted  from  opake  white  particles,  through  tranfpa- 
rent  colouring.  It  is  impoffible  to  defcribe  the  experiments, 
or  the  confequences  deduced  from  them,  in  this  place.  The 
former  are  in  general  accurate  and  deciiive,  the  latter  clear 
and  natural.  The  author  differs  in  his  principal  opinion  from 
fir  Ifaac  Newton,  but  he  derives  great  affiftance  from  the  fads 
related  in  the  *  Optics,*  which  are  of  more  confequence,  as 
the  author  could  not  be  biaffed  by  the  opinions  of  Mr.  De- 
lavaU 
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*  Ffora  all  thefc  premires  (viz.  varioas  experiments)  it  ap» 
pears  that  the  earth,  which  forms  the  folid  fubflance  of  plants, 
is  white  ;  that  it  is  feparable  from  the  colouring  matter  by  fe- 
veral  means ;  that  whenever  it  is  either  pure  and  unmixed,  or 
diffufed  through  tranfparent  colourlefs  media,  it  exhibits  its 
whitenefs ;  and  is  the  only  vegetable  matter  which  is  endued 
with  a  refie£live  power. 

*  I  have  hitherto  defcribed  feveral  cafes,  in  which  the. white 
matter  of  plants  may  be  brought  to  view,  by  the  removal  of 
the  coloured  particles  which  covered  it.  Its  expofure  may  alfo 
be  effeded  by  other  means.  ^ 

*  It  is  well  known  that  the  vapour  of  burning  fulphur  whijtens 
red  rofes.  This  eBed^  is  generally  attributed  to  the  vitriolic 
acid  arifing  from  the  fulphur.  But  fuch  an  explanation  is  cer- 
tainly erroneous,  becaufe  the  vitriolic  acid,  applied  to  the  rofes 
thus  whitened,  reik>res  their  red  colour. 

^  As  fulphur  is  compofed  only  of  phlogifton  and  vitriolic 
acid,  and  as  the  whitenefs  is  not  caufed  by  the  acid,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  it  is  effeded  by  the  phlogiilon. 

*  I  expofed  feveral  forts  of  red  and  purple  flowers  to  the 
phlogifton,  difengaged  from  hepar  fulphuris  dccompofed  by  an' 
acid,  and  to  other  phlogiftic  vapours,  all  of  which  whitened 
the  flowers.  I  reftored  the  red  colour  of  each  of  thefe,  by  ap- 
plying to  them  indifcriminately,  either  vegetable  or  mineral 
acids. 

*  It  appears,  from  thefe  experiments,  that  the  colouring 
matter  of  the  flowers  is  not  difcharged  or  removed,  but  only 
diflblved,  by  the  phlogiflon ;  and  thereby  divided  into  particles 
too  minute  to  exhibit  any  colour*  In  this  (late,  together  with 
the  vegetable  juice  in  which  they  are  difl^ufed,  they  form  a  co- 
lourle^  tranfparent  covering,  through  which  the  white  matter 
of  the  flowers  is  feen  untinged.' 

We  have  fele£ted  this  paflage  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  new  and 
important  views  which  this  paper  opens  to  us ;  and,  though  our 
readers  muft  thus  leap  to  the  conclufibn,  without  an  examina- 
tion of.  the  experiments,  they  may,  we  think,  reft*  on  their 
accuracy.  It  is  not,  indeed,  quite  clear,  that,  in  whitening 
fqbftances  by  fulphur,  the  colouring  particles,  which  we  own 
*  confift  principally  of  inflammable  matter,'  are  difTolved,  and 
rendered  tranfparent  by  the  phlogifton  *.  It  is  equally  probable, 
and  confiftent  with  the  other  fads,  that  they  form  a  tertium 
quid,  incapable  of  tranfmitting  any  colour.  Manganefe  and 
arfenic,  with  a  certain  portion  of  phlogifton,  are  white; 
with  different  portions  they  are  coloured ;  and,  if  the  ful- 
phuring    procefs  is   injudicioufly  conduded,    or  carried  too 

*  Dqphlogifticated  marine  acid,  which  dij'olves  the  phlogifton,  dcftroya 
vegetable  colours  (Scheie).    Sec  page  330  of  tliis  Number. 

far. 
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far,  the  clear  Whitcncfs  is  freqaent^y  dcftroycd.  In  eithc' 
tafc,  the  aftion  of  acids,  by  detrafting  the  pjilogifton,  wiU 
reftorc  the  colour.  The  author  properly  obfcrves,  that  the 
adlion  of  light  has  a  limilar  efFeft  ;  and  he  might  have  added, 
that  both  methods,  viz.  fu|phuring  and  expofure  to/ light,  if 
long  continued,  or  frequently  repeated,  will  injure  the  tex- 
ture of  the  fubftance.  In  purfuit,  however,  of  his  opinion, 
Mr-  Delaval  produces  fome  curious  fa<^s,  and  materially  elu- 
cidates fome  of  the  operations  of  ichemiftry. 

*  Red  flowers  are  whitened  by  the  electric  fpark,  of  whoie 
inflammable  nature  we  cannot  entertain  the  leaft  doubt.  For 
the  fpark  itfelf  is  a  bright  flame,  and  it  yields  the  fame  fmell, 
which  all  other  phlogiftic  matters  impart. 

*  The  eledric  fpark  in  like  manner  changes  the  blue  infulioa 
of  turnfol  to  red.  The  efl^eds  which  it  produces  on  the  turn- 
fol,  and  on  red  flowers,  do  not  diflv&r  from  each  other,  except 
in  degree  only.  For,  when  vegetable  matter  is  difToIved,  it  is 
changed  from  blue  to  red  ;  and  when  it  is  farther  diflblved,  it 
is  divided  into  particles  too  minute  to  exhibit  any  colour.' 

Yet,  on  the  whole,  his  doftrine  is  to  be  received  with  fome 
limitations.  When,  for  inftance,  he  thinks  the  efFe^ls  of  fixed 
air  in  mixture,  are  thofe  of  a  phlogiHic,  rather  than  an  acid 
fubllance,  he  is,  in  our  opinion,  lefs  fuccefsful.  The  quali- 
ties of  acid  and  phlogiftic  are  indeed  fo  often  combined,'  that 
phlogidon,  by  the  beft  chemiUs,  has  been  ftyled  an  acid  ;  but, 
that  fixed  air  does  not  a£t  as  an  acid,  our  author  argues  frooi 
its  increafing  the  tendency  of  alkalies  to  cryflallization,  with* 
out  changing  them  to  neutrals  (a  fadi  not  fufliciently  examin,ed 
in  this  article),  its  tendency  to  efcape  from  water,  and  it5  af- 
finity with  air.  Much  of  this  kind  ntiay  be  alledged  without 
producing  conviftion  ;  for  we  know  that,  if  fixed  air  be  an 
acid,  it  is  a  phlogifticated  one ;  and  it  is  not  eafy,  without 
many  other  experiments,  to  afcertain  how  many  of  its  effedls 
are  owing  to  ope  ingredient,  and  how  many  to  the  other.  Al- 
kaline, air  is  alfo  a  phlogifticated  alkali :  the  concrete  fait 
deflagrates  with  nitre ;  the  air  revives  lead,  and  produces 
other  phlogiftic  eifedls ;  yet  we  know  it  to  be  an  alkaline  fub- 
Aance,  and  cannot  look  on  it  as  pui^  phlogifton,  for  it  may 
^  be  faturated  with  other  airs,  and  produce  a  neutral,  which 
cannot  afl^ume  a  gafeous  form.  The  author  proceeds  in  his 
enquiry  into  the  nature  of  fixed  air,  and  thinks  that  it  differs 
from  phlogifticated  air,  by  its  containing  an  aqueous  princi^ 
pie ;  but,  on  this  fubjeft,  we  cannot  follow  him.  He  then 
refumes  his  principal  object,  and  ihows,  that,  in  animal  and 
inineral  bodies,  there  is  an  opake  white  fubftancd,  from  whofe 
refle(5tive  powers  the  tranfparent  coloured  matters  ihine  with 
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their  peculiar  hots.     His  fad^^  in  this  laqairy^ .  are  we}] 
chofen^  and  his  argamefits  are  very  ingenious. 

He  next  examines  the  nature  of  femi-pellucid  coloured  fub- 
Hances,  which  appear  of  one  colour,  when  viewed  by  incident 
light,  and  pf  another  when  viewed  by  tranfmitted  light.  la 
thefe,  as  in  opake  coloured  bodies,  he  endeavours  to  ihow  that 
no  refiedion  is  made  by  the  coloured  matter,  but  ^y  white 
particles  only.  The  obfervations  on  the  colours  of  the  atmo- 
fphere  and  the  fea  are  very  curious  ;  but  they  are  too  long  for 
an  extradl.  Nor  can  we  examine  our  author's  obfervations,  in 
the  mai^n^r  they  deferve,  within  the  necelfary  limits ;  wcmuft» 
therefor^,  ht  contented  with  extradiog  the  following  *  prac- 
tical application.' 

*  The  art  of  4ying  confi(b,  principally,  in  covering  white 
fubftfinces,  from  which  light  is  drongly  refieded,  with  tranf- 
p^rent  coloured  media,  which,  according  to  their  feveral  co- 
lours, tra^fmity  more  or  lefs  copioufly,  the  feveral  rays  x^^t€i^d 
liropn  the  white  fubftances. 

*  Tjie  tranfparent  coloured  media  themfelves  vt6t€t  no  light : 
ynd  it  is  evident  that,  if  they  yielded  their  colours  by  refled- 
ine,  inftead  of  tranfmitting,  the  rays,  the  whitei^efs,  or  colour 
orthe  ground  on  which  they  are  applied,  would  not  anywife 
alter,  or  affeft^  the  colours  which  they  exhibit. 

*  Such  an  erroneous  conception  of  the  principles  of  the  art^ 
cannot  fail  greatly  to  obftrud  its  progrefs  and  improvement. 
All  colouring  matter  is  black,  when  viewed  by  incident  light ; 
and'all  fubfiances  incline  to  blacknefs,  in  proportion  as  they 
are  copiouiiy  ilored  with  tinging  particles. 

*  The  artift,  therefore,  whp  confines  his  inquiries  to  Tub* 
fiances  which  refled  the  light,  cannot  be  fuccelsful  in  his  en- 
deavours to  difcover  new  dying  materials :  and,  if  he  is  led, 
by  experience,  to  extend  his  refearches  to  other  fubflances,  his 
pradice  contradicts  his  principles  ;  by  which  his  views  are  ob- 
fcured,  and  bounded  within  the  narrow  limits  of  accidental  ob- 
fervation.' 

XI.  Experiments  and  Obfervations  on  Ferments,  and  Fer- 
mentation ;  by  which  -a  Mode  of  exciting  Fermentation  in 
Malt  Liquors,  without  the  Aid  of  Yeaft,  is  pointed  out ;  with 
an  Attempt  to  form  a  new  Theory  of  that  Procefs.  By  Tho- 
mas Henry,  F.  R.  S. — This  new  ferment  is  fixed  air ;  and  the 
theory  of  fermentation,  that  the  procefs  confiits  in  the  fepa- 
ration  of  air  of  this  kind,  a  decompofition,  and  a  new  ar- 
rangement of  the  different  ingredients.  The  opinion  is  of 
confeqnencc ;  but  the  author  will  excufe  us  in  thinking  this 
article  a  hint  only  for  future  experiments.  At  prefent,  it  is 
confeffedly  in  an  imperfed  ftate ;  and  even  the  experiments 
^which  feem  moft  decifive,  fhould  certainly  be  repeated  in  a 
greater  variety  of  circumftances.  He  is  not  aware  that,  in 
this  opvation,  much  air  is  abforbedfrom  the  atmofphere. 

XIL  On 
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XII.  On  the^  Origin  of  Alphabetical  Charaaers.  By  Gil* 
bert  Wakefield.  B.  A. 

Xin.  An  EfTay  on  Crimes  and  PaniOiments,  By  the  Rev. 
William  Turner. — The  thirteenth  article,  though  not  extend- 
ed  very  far«  ihould  not  be  paiTed  over  without  commendation^ 
tot  the  clearnefs  of  the  language^  and  the  humanity  of  the 
author's  deiign.  The  firft  obje^  is  to  point  out  an  eflential 
difference  between  moral  and  political  tranfgreffions,  with 
their  refpeAive  puniihments.  The  fecond,  to  offer  fome  re- 
marks on  the  proportion  of  punifhments  co  offences.  On  this 
fubjedj  we  have  lately  enlarged  with  fufiicient  attention.  We 
need  not  perhaps  obferve,  that  Mr.  Turner  adopts  the  lefs  fe« 
vere  methods. 

XIV.  On  the  Purfuits  of  Experimental  Philofophy,  By- 
Thomas  Percival,  M.  D,  F.R.S. 

XV. '  Obfervations  on  the  Influence  of  Fixed  Air  on  Vege« 
tation ;  and  on  the  probable  Caufe  of  the  Difference  in  the 
Refults  of  various  Experiments  made  on  that  Sabjedl.  In  a 
Letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  Henry,  F.  R.S.  to  Thomas  Perci- 
val,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S. — The  moft  ftriking  part  of  the  former 
article,  which  feems  to  have  occafloned  the  latter,  is  the  effedb 
of  fixed  air  on  vegetation.  From  many  different  experiments 
It  is  now  afcertained,  that  fixed  air,  properly  applied,  not  in 
too  great  quantity,  really  favours  the  growth  oi  plants.  The 
greater  part  of  Dr.  Percival's  fpeculations  is  pn  the  uncertain 
events  of  experiments,  though  repeated  with  the  greateft  care. 

XVI.  Obfervations  on  a  Thigh  Bone  of  uncommon  Length. 
By  Charles  White,  Efq.  F.  R.  S. 

XVII.  Meteorological  Imaginations  and  Conjedures.  By 
Benjamin  Franklin,  LL.  D.  F.  R.  S» 

XVIII.  A  ihort  account  of  an  Excuriion  throagh  the  fob* 
terraneous  Cavern  at  Paris.  By  Mr.  Thomas  White,  Member 
of  the  Royal  Medical  Society  of  Edinburgh,  &c. — 

V  For  the  firft  building  of  Paris,  it  was  neceffary  to  get  the 
fione  in  the  environs,  and  the  confumption  of  it  was  very  con- 
fiderable.  As  Paris  was  enlarged,  the  fuburbs  were  infenfibly 
built  on  the  ancient  quarries,  fo  that,  all  that  you  fee  without 
is  effentially  wanting  in  the  earth,  for  the  foundation  of  the  1 

city ;  hence  proceed  the  frightful  cavities,  which  arc  at  this 
time  found  under  the  houfes  in  feveral  quarters.  They  (land 
upon  abyffes.  It  would  not  require  a  very  violent  ihock  to 
throw  back  the  flones  to  the  place,  from  whence  they  have  bee^ 
raifed  with  fo  much  difficulty.  Eight  men  being  fwaliowed  up 
in  a  gulph  one  hundred  and '  ^(ty  feet  deep,  and  fome  other 
lefs  known  accidents,  excited  at  length  the  vigilance  of  the  ^ 
jpolice  and  the  government,  and,  in  fadt,  the  buildings  of  fe- 
Yeral  quarters  have  been  piivately  propped  up;  and  by  this 

means, 
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meansy  a  fupport  given  to  thefe  obfcure  fubterraneous  places, 
which  they  before  wanted.  , 

*  All  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Jameses  Harp-ftreet,  and  even  the 
Hreet  of  Tournon,  iland  upon  the  ancient  quarries  ;  and  pillars 
have  been  cre6ted  to  fupport  the  weight  of  the  houfes.  What 
a  fubjedk  for  refiedtions,  in  confidering  this  great  city  formed, 
and  fupported  by  means  abfolutely  contrary !  Thete  towers, 
thefe  ileeples,.  the  arched  roofs  of  thefe  temples,  are  fo  many 
iigns  to  tell  the  eye,  that  we  now  fee  in  the  air,  is  wanting 
under  our  feet.' 

This  defcription  is  a  tranflation  from  M.  Mercier's  Tableau 
de  Paris ;  but  we  bught  to  add,  that  Mr.  White's  account  is 
very  interefling  and  entertaining. 

XIX.  A  Defcription  of  a  New  Tnftrumerit  for  meafuring 
the  Specific  Gravity  of  Bodies.  By  Mr.  William  Nicholfbn. 
—This  inftrument  feems  well  adapted  to  the  author's  purpofc ; 
we  cannot  enlarge  on  it,  becaufe  it  would  not  be  intelligible 
without  the  plate.  ' 

XX.  Memoirs  of  the  late  Dr.  Bell.  By  James  Currie,  M.D. 
XXL  A  Tranflation  of  Dr.  Bell's  Thefis,  de  Phyfiologia 

Flantarum.  By  James  Currie,  M.  D. — Thefe  eulogies  are  a 
plea£ng  part  of  the  Manchefter  colle£lion.  Dr.  Currie  has 
performed  his  talk  with  great  propriety ;  and  Dr.  Bell's  diifer- 
tation  deferved  a  tranflation.  It  is  a  neat  account  of  what 
has  been  hitherto  delivered  by  authors  and  profeifors,  with 
feme  improvements.  Dr.  Bell  ilates  his  queilions  with  pre- 
ciiidn,  and  his  remarks  on  them  are  clear  and  determinate. 
tie  is  a  (Irong  advocate  for  the  irritability  of  vegetables,  and 
imputes  many  of  their  motions  to  this  caufe :  he  probably  goes 
too  far,  when  he  afcribes  feeling  and  perception  to  them.  Both 
the  regular  and  occaiional  motions  of  the  sefchynomene  movens, 
and  of  the  dionsea  mufcipula,  the  ftrong  inflances  adduced  to 
prove  a  perceptive  power,  are,  pretty  clearly,  neceflary  effefts  of 
a  peculiar  conftruftion,  in  confequence  of  irritation.  That  we 
may  not  be  mifunderftood,  it  is  neceffary  to  obferve,  that  we 
fee  no  foundation  for  carrying  the  analogy  into  the  animal 
kingdom ;  various  arguments,  on  the  contrary,  oppofe  it. 

XXIL  Some  Obfervations  on  the  Phenomena  which  take 
Place  between  Oil  and  Water.     By  Martin  Wall,  M.  D. 

XXIII.  Fads  and  Queries  relative  to  Attraftion  and  Re- 
pulfion.     By  Thomas  Percival,  M.  D. 

XXIV.  Extrafts  of  Two  Letters  from  Dr.  Wall  of  Oxford 
to  Dr.  Percival,  in  Reply  to  the  foregoing  Queries  concerning 
Attraftion  and  Repuliion.— Thefe  articles  contain  reflections 
en  attraction  and  repuliion.  Dr.  Wall  feems  to  think,  that 
apparent  repulflon  is  fometimes  only  elective  attraction.    Dr. 
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Pcrcival  argues  for  the  exiftence  of  each  diftinft  power.  We 
meet  with  nothing  to  tempt  us  to  enlarge^  on  the  fubjedk,  or 
any  thing  of  fufHcient  intereH:  for  an  extrad. 

^XV.  On  the  voluntary  Power  which  the  Mind  is  able  to 
cxercife  over  bodily  Senfation.  By  Thomas  Barnes,  D.  D, — 
We  are  always  pleafed  with  Dr.  Barnes,  even  when  we  are 
led  to  differ  from  him.  Perhaps,  after  all,  the  difpute  may 
be  about  words  ;  but  we  fufpedl  that  he  is  inaccurate,  in  think- 
ing that  the  apparent  torpor,  the  temporary  infenlibility  of 
the  body,  while  the  mind  is  flrongly  agitated,  are  owing  to 
the  power  of  the  mind  over  bodily  fenfation.  Senfation, 
ftridly  fpeaking,  is  in  the  mind ;  for  pain  can^^ot  exift'  in  a 
lacerated  or  wounded  part,  fince  it  depends  on  the  nervous 
coptinuity  between  it  and  the  immaterial  principle.  It  is, 
therefore,  an  effedt  in  the  mind,  in  confequence  of  a  change 
in  the  body,;  but,  if  the  mind  be  not  fufceptible  of  this  effe^, 
no  pain  can  follow.  When  Dr.  Barnes  adds  to  his  definition, 
•  independently  of  the  will,'  he  feems  to  have  produced  the 
diftjculry  in  which  he  is  entangled.  In  a  perfed  animal  body, 
the  perception  is  a  neceffary  unavoidable  confequence  of  the 
impreflion  ;  fo  that  the  voUtioji,  which  is  a  power  of  the  mind, 
is  improperly  introduced,  and  it  is  the  only  circumftance 
which  leads  us  to  think  any  adlivity  in  the  hiind  itfelF  is  ne- 
ceffary to  fenfation.  This  has  certainly  occafioned  our  author 
to  aik,  '  if  the  mind  has  a  diredl  and  immediate  power  of  di- 
minifhing  fenfation  by  mere  volition  V  We  can  anfvver,  deci- 
iively,  that  it  has  not;  and  the  author's  inflances  only  prove 
that,  as  we  have  faid,  when  the  mind  is  not,  from  its  nature, 
fenfible  of  the  perception,  the  effed  does  not  follow.  The 
old  foldier,  in  the  operation,  felt  with  the  fame  feverity  as 
another  ;  but  his  refolution  prevented  him  from  complaining ; 
women,  who  h'avc  very  great  paffive  fortitude,  often  behave, 
in  iimilar  iituations,  with  equal  heroifm.  We  muft,  however,  ' 
conclude,  on  the  whole,  that  this  article  by  no  means  difgraces 
its  author. 

XXVI.  A  Narrative  of  the  Sufferings  of  a  Collier,  who 
was  confined  more  than  Seven  Days,  without  Suftenance,  and 
expofed  to  the  Choak-damp  in  a  Coal-Pit  not  far  from  Man- 
chefter:  with  Obfervations  on  the  Effefts  of  Famine;  on  the 
Means  of  alleviating  them  ;  and  on  the  A£lion  of  foul  Air  on 
the  Human  B9dy.  By  Thomas  Perciyal,  M.D. — The  fituation 
of  this  poor  man  was  very  affefting ;  but  we  have  nothing 
very  interefling  to  relate  in  confequence  of  it.  He  died  a  few 
hours  after  he  was  taken  out  of  the  pit,  and  dould  not  relate 
any  of  his  fenfations  during  the  time  he  was  in  it.    He  thought 
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that  he  had  been  confined  two  days  only,  bat  that  they  were 
ytr^  long  ones.     The  following  relation  is  carious. 

*  I  have  been  informed,  by  a  young  phyfician  from  Geneva, 
that,  when  he  was  a  ftudent  at  Montpelier,  he  faded  three 
nights  and  four  davs,  with  no  other  refrefliment  than  a  pint  of 
water  daily.  Hit  hunger  was  keen,  bat  never  painful ,  daring 
the  fir  ft  and  fecofld  days  of  his  abftinende ;  anjd  the  two  follow* 
ing  days  he  perceived  only  a  faintnefs,  when  he  attempted 
cither  bodily  or  mental  exertion  :  a  fenfe  of  coldnefs  was  dif- 
fufed  over  his  whole  frame,  but  more  particularly  aiFe6ted  the 
extremities.  His  mind  was  in  a  very  unufual  ftate  of  pufilla-* 
Himity  ;  and  he  experienced  a  great  tendency  to  tears,  when- 
ever he  recolleded  the  circumftance  which  had  been  the  occa* 
flbn  of  his  fading.  Daring  the  whole  period,  the  alvine  ex- 
cretions  were  fupprefTed,  but  not  thofe  by  the  kidney  :  and  at 
the  dofe  of  it,  his  fldn  became  tinged  with  a  (hade  of  yellow. 
The  firft  food  he  took  was  veal  broth,  which  had  fomething  of 
an  intoxicatini;  effedt,  producing  a  glow  of  warmth,  and  raifing 
]ii9  fpirits,  fo  lis  to  render  him  aihamed  of  his  defpondency.' 

Dr.  Percival  then  adduces  fome  obfervations  relating  xq  the 
cfifeds  of  famine,  and  the  moft  probable  means  of  lefTening 
the  danger  of  it>  by  carrying  very  nutritive  fubftances  in  fmall 
bulk  to  fea ;  or  to  dimini^  its  efiTedls,  for  fome  time,  even 
without  food.  He  concludes  with  remarks  on  mephytis,  which 
he  thinks  chiefly  a^s  on  the  nervous  fyllem  \  and,  as  with  all 
poifons  of  that  kind)  its  danger  will  be  leiTeued,  if  ilowly  and 
gradually  applied,  ^here  is  much  reafon  to  think,  that  the 
firft  effed  is  really  on  th&  nervous  fyftem  ;  but  it  muft  be  alfo 
a  powerful  poifon,  by  preventing,  the  falutary  difcharge  of 
phlogifton  from  the  lungs^  though  this  is  a  fecondary  effe^, 
and  not  fenfible  till  after  feme  time, 

,  XXVIL  Refult  of  fome  Obfcrvatiors  made  by  Benjamin 
Rufh,  M.  D.  ProfefTor  of  ,Chemiftry  in  the  Univerfity  of  Phi- 
]a()elphia,  during  his  Attendance  as  Phyfician-General  of  the 
Military  Hofpitals  of  the  United  States  in  the  late  War.-— 
Many  of  thefe  Obfervations  are  common :  we  ihall  felcft  two, 
which  are  of  the  lefs  ufual  kind. 

*  In  all  thofe  cafes  where  the  contagion  was  received,  cold 
feldom  failed  to  render  it  aftive*  Whenever  an  hofpital  was 
removed  in  winter,  one  half  of  the  patients  generally  iickened 
in  the  way,  or  foon  after  their  arrival  at  the  place  to  which 
they  were  fent. 

*  The  army,  when  it  lay  in  tents,  was  always  more  fickly 
than  when  it  lay  in  the  open  air :  it  was  always  more  health/ 
when  kept  in  motion  than  when  it  lay  in  an  encampment/ 

XXVIII.  Containing  Extrafts  from  the  Minutes  of  the  So- 
ciety, relative  to  the  Delivery  of  the  Gold  and  Silver  Medal? 
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X6  Edward  Hufley  Dekval,  Efq.  F.  R.  S;  and  Mr.  Thdmat 
Henry,  Junior:  with 

XXIX.  The  Prefident*^  Addrefs  to  the  Chair  upon  that  Oc- 
cafion.—Thefc minutes  we  need  not  enlarge  on.  Thegold  medal 
was  properly  ildiWred  to  Mr.  Delatra) ;  the  filver  one  to  Mr. 
Henry.  But  we  muft  obfervc,  that  the  prefident's  addrefs  is 
dignified  and  proper. -^i-^Sincc  we  have  now  ejca&iined  thofe  parts 
of  the  volume  which  we  have  thought  to  be  moft  worthy  of 
attention,  we  (hall  only  add,  that,  as  we  have  commended  an 
inftitiition  fo  ufeful  and  faliitary,  both  in  its  defign  and 
its  confeqnences,  we  have  a  wifh  to  rendei*  it  more  completely 
refpedable.  Let  us  then  earneftly  recommerici  to  their  com- 
mittees, a  little  more  care  in  the  feledlion  of  papers ;  to  be 
lefs  influenced  By  connexions  and  friendfhip  ;  to  look  oii  them- 
felves  no  lefs  the  guardians  of  their  brethren's  fame,  than  of 
the  fplendor  and  liability  of  the  Society.  It  is  not  by  the 
mafs  that  the  difcerning  eye  will/  eflimate  its  fame ;  for  ever/ 
imperfeftreprefentation,  every  miftaken  faft,  will  detrad  from 
the  merit  of  what  is  really  interefting  and  valuable.  .With 
tliis  advice  we  ihall  take  our  leave,  expreiling  an  earneft  wifh, 
that  we  may  again  meet  in  better  and  more  profperous  circum- 
fiances. 


A  Treati/e  on  the  Maritime  Laws  of  Rhodes.     By  Alexander 
C,  Schomhergf  M.  A.    81/A.    zs.     Rivington, 

npHIS  Treatife  was,  at  firfl,  intended  as  one  of  the  illuftra- 
^  tions  of  the  Chronological  View  of  the  Roman  Law  ; 
but,  as  the  materials  were  too  copious,  and  the  work  exceeded 
the  limits  defigned  for  it,  the  author  has  now  publiihed  it  as 
a  feparate  tradt.  Mr.  Schomberg,  as  ufual,  difplays  Jiis  learn* 
ing  and  his  knowledge  of  \he  civil  law.  He  enquires  into 
the  origin  of  this  famous  maritime,  code,  purfues  ii^  different 
fares,  and  examines  its  operation  in  various  fituatioas,  till  he 
finds  its  fcattered  fragments  in  the  Pandects.  He  traces  the 
new  phoenix,  from  its  afhes,  in  the  Amalfitan  Table  ;  the  Con- 
folato  del  Mare  ^  the  Laws  of  Oleron,  ena^ed  by  our  firfl 
Richard,  on  his  return  from  the  Holy  Land  ;  the  Wifbuy 
Code  ;  and  the  compilation  of  the  two  laR,  by  the  authority 
of  the  Hanfe  towns.  In  the  cOurfe  of  his  enquiry,  many  col- 
lateral circumilances  of  curiofity  ahd  ufe  are  examined  ;  what 
relates  to  the  Roman  trade  and  marine  ;  the  different  Otuations 
of  Rhodes,  in  which  the  code  was  firit  compofed  ;  one  of  the 
fragments  of  the  Rhodian  laws,  more  certainly  a  part  of  the 
ancient  fyftcm,  viz.  that  which  refpe^s  the  *  ejedion*  of  goods 
V«L.  LXI.  Juhe,  1786.  A  a  to 
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to  lighten  the  Aiip  ;  the  connexion  of  thefe  laws  with  the 
modern  pradiice  ;  the  different  claims  to  the  fbvercignty  of  the 
Teas;  and  the  jurifdiflion,  as  wfU  as  the  conftitotion  of  the 
court  of  admiralty. 

The  origin  of  the  Rhodian  laws  is  confeiTedly  uncertain* 
The  Rhodians  were  certainly  not  the  earliefl  navigatpr&«  Their 
great  fplendor^  in  this  view^  was  nearly  about  the  age  of 
Homer;  but,  at  leaft  five  hundred  years  previous  to  that  pe* 
riody  the  Cretans  were  celebrated  for  their  (kill  in  navigatioa; 
near  three  hundred  years  after  them,  we  hear  of  the  Lydians  ; 
and  almofl  two  hundred  years  after  that  tixne^  the  Thracians 
were  celebrated  as  mariners. 

*  But  though  the  Rhodians  cannot  claim  the  honour  of  being 
the  earlieit  navigators,  they  have  aq  undoubted  right  to  amnch 
nobler  praife,  that  of  being  the  firfl  Icgiflators  of  the  fca  :  for 
there  is  nothing  upon  record  which  can  lead  us  to  fuppofe  any 
of  thofe  maritime  powers  which  preceded  them  had  ever  ap- 
peared in  that  charader.  There  is,  therefore,  great  truth  as 
well  as  fpirit  in  the  afTeriion  of  an  ancient  jurift— *•  That  to 
cref^  as  it  were  a  throne  for  juflice,  on  the  ocean,  and  to  teach 
her  to  regulate  the  tranfaf^ions  of  man  on  that  unftable  element, 
with  the  fame  firmnefs  and  precifion  as  on  land,  was  a  grand 
and  an  original  idea  of  the  Rhodians."  It  is  impoffible  to  nx^ 
with  any  certainty,  the  precife  time  when  thcfe  celebrated  fea- 
laws  were  firft  compiled."  Harmenopolus  of  ThefTalonica,  a 
juridical  writer  of  the  twelfth  century,  g\ve^  them  the  pre- 
eminence over  all  others  as  well  in  antiquity  as  authonty,  but 
does  not  tell  us  at  what  period  they  firfl  appeared.  The  moft 
general  opinion, feems  to  be  that  they  were  probably  compiled 
about  nine  centuries  before  the  Chrlflan  sera,  or  foon  after  that 
tipe,  when,  as  we  have  already  /een,  Rhodes  firfl  acquired  the 
fuperiority  on  the  feas,  and  maintained  it  for  the  fpace  of 
tiventy-four  years.  There  are  fome  indeed  who  have  calle:d  in 
quelHon  their  great  antiquity,  attributing  them  to  that  age 
when  the  city  of  Rhodes,  was  founded  ;  which,  according  to 
Scrabo,  was  in  the  days  of  the  adminillration  of  Pericles  at 
Athens,  confequently  five  centuries  later  than  is  ufually  con- 
ceived. But  the  geographer,  in  the  very  chapter  which  con- 
tains this  information,  feems  to  have  been  aware  that  a  coii- 
"jedure  of  this  fort  might  arife,  and  therefore  warps  his  readers 
not  to  date  the  naval  fkill  of  the  Rhodians  from  this  event  ; 
for,  fays  he,  they  were  very  famous  as  a  fea-faring  people, 
even  before  the  inHitution  of  the  Olympiads*  After  all,  as 
there  is  no  exprefs  authority  for  the  date  of  thefe  laws,  thi^ 
part  of  their  hiflory  mull  reft  folely  upon  conjedure  ;  nor  caa 
we  boaft  of  much  accurate  information  on  a  point  of  greater 
nioment,  the  time  of  their  reception  at  Rome,  and  the  degree 
of  influence  they  held  there ;  though  here  indeed  our  autbd- 
licics  are  fomewhat  more  clear  and  fatisfadtory.' 

The 
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The  firft  public  introduAioii  of  thcffe  laws  into  Rome  \t 
placed  in  the  reign  of  Tiberius  Claudius^,  in  the  confulfliip  of 
Q^  Aterius  Antoninus,  and  !>•'  Junius  Silanus,  A.D.  55; 
though  different  parts  of  the  code  were  certainly  known,  an<^ 
obferved  in  Rome,  before  that  period.  Their  influence  feems 
to  have  been  for  a  long  time  merely  condition^,  .aud  to  havo 
depended  on  a  renewal  of  tb 9  imperial  fandion^.tilj  they  weta 
incorporated  in  the  Pa;nded;f,.^d  fcattered  ki.the  diiEerent 
parts  of  that  immense  compilation,  involved. in  the  doobt»y 
and  obfcuied  by  the  commenxarks  of  different  jurifts:  as  af 
ieparate  body  of  law  they  exiftno  longer. 

It  isa  little  remarkable,  ajhong^  the  various  ibterpretAtions, 
and  we  may  add,  the  very  trifling  remarks  dffome  comtnenta^ 
tor^  jQA  the  following;  paflage,  that  our  author  Jia^  nat-eniarged 
Ofith^  noble  pne»  which  th^  pointing  jiiiiiflfes,  and  'the  great 
duurafier  of  the  emperor  renders  probably  julb. 

*  It  is  a  refcript  of  Antoninus  Pius,  in  aniV^r  to  a  petftidii* 
of  Eodaemon,  a  merchairt  oi  Nicomedia,  to  thiit  emperor, 
whorein  he  ilates,  that  being  fhipwrecfced  imong  the  Cytfedes, 
his  property  was  feized  upon  by  the, officers  of  revenue.  Her 
addreiTea  x)e^  emperor  by  the  title  of  fovereign,  wf^^^y  and  he'isr 
anfwered  in  the  true  fpirit  of  a  .R,oman,.  who  confldered  the 
world  as  o^e  co|xntry,,  of  \yhijch  Rome  was  the  priackl  city.- 

x^McrOwyrw  vavrtitu.     **  I  am  fovereign  of  th<f  world,,  it  is  true^  . 
ne'verthefefs  controverfies  atfea  muft  be  determined  by  the  ma- 
ritime laws  of  Rhpdes,  except  (as  he  adds)  in  caies  where  tKey 
contradAiiioarown  laws.'\i 

Ati'bTb^lefus^'interpretation  certainly  is,  '  I  ^ni  lord  of  the 
wxjrld,  but  the  fea  is  under  the  jurifdi^ion  of  the  laws.  Let 
the  caufe  be  determined  by  the  naval  <fode  of  Rhodes.'  The 
autitheiis  is  pointed  and  beautiful.  The  fubfequent'  part,  {o 
far  froni  leflening  the  credit  of  the  Rhodian  laws  at  Rome,^ 
ftrongly  confirms  it ;  nor  can  the  emperbr,  who  eftablifties  thcJ 
authority  of  a  code,  and  decides  by  it,  be  fuppofeid  to  ^iv^ 
up  the  dominion  of  the  fea/  .  Petit  fuggelVs  avE/uof,  inftead'o^ 
p<^cf;  but  if  this  reading  wei-e  the  true  one,  Antqnirfe  IhoSfd: 
have  referred  to  -^olns  for  the  decifion  :  it  d^ftroys  the/whoM 
force  and  meaning  of  the- pafl^ge. 

We  fhali  (dc^i  the  mofl:  inrereiling  part  of  o'Uf  autlior^'s^ob* 
fervations  on  the  fovereign ty  of  the  fea  :  We  in^^fi^'the  mofl! 
ixiterefting  to  ourfelves. 

*  For  what  regards  our  own  country  in  tliii  difpute,  it.  majc 
be  proved,  by  many  ancient  records,  and  by  a  feries  of  unde* 
fiiable  evidence,  brought  down  through  various  ages,  that  the 
kings  of  England  did  very  early  claim  to  ht,  and  were  acknow- 

A  a  2  ledged 
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ledged  fevereigns  of  the  Tea,  fo  much  of  it  at  lead,  as  is  the  object: 
of  the controverfy.  ^In^u  142.  Selden.  Mare  Claafum.  c.  27. 
For  I  apprehend  the  warmeft  advocates  for  exclufive  privilege 
thereon,  never  attempted  to  extend  it  either  to  the  Atlantic,  or  the 
Southern  Ocean.  Thus  king  Edgar  is  faid  quatuor  maria  vin* 
Sicartj  and  fir  J.  Burroughs  cites  a  record  in  the  Tower,  having 
for  its  title  **  Of  the  Spvereignty  of  the  Englifli  Seas,  and  the 
Office  of  Admiral  thereon."  .  Sovereignty  of  the  Britifh  Seas 
afiertedy  p.  7.  and  Edward  III.  calls  himfelf  and  his  prede- 
ceiibrs,  '*  Domini  Maris  Anglican i  circumquaque  et  etiam  De- 
fenfores/'  Seldca,  notes  on  :Fortefc.  c.  32.  The  extent  of  thi» 
diominion  was  particularly  aicertained  by  a  treaty  at  Weftm*: 
Feb.  9,  1673-4,  to  be  from  Cape  FiniAeri^,  to  the  middle 
point  of  the  land  Van  Staten  in  Norway.' 

The  prefent  maritime  law  of  England  is  an  -heterog6neott» 
compound  of  diifimilar  materials.  It  is  qufite  (^onfonant  to  the 
principles  of  equity,  but  adapted  to  fituations  more  various' 
and  complicated  than  the  ancient  world  probably  ever  knew. 
ir.he  law^  of  Oleron  are  dill  its  bafis ;  and  indeed  Richard 
wants  only  an  able  biographer  to  eftablifl)  his  chara^er  as  a 
warrior  and  a  legiflator,  as  an  accompli fhed  knight  in  the  > 
tournament,  and  an  elegant  poet  in  the  palace.  Some  addi- 
tions are  made  from  the  Rhodian  and  the  Roman*  laws  ;  limi- 
tations are  added  from  peculiar  cuHoms  and  privileges ;  modi* 
£cations  and  corrections  from  difFerent  fituations,  or  particular 
emergencies  ;  and  the  whole  code  does  ilot  difgrace  the  Englifh 
fyllem  of  jurifprudence.  .,.   •. 

'  The  firfl  cafe  in  our  law,  extant,  relative  to  aariii«  jurif- 
didtion,  occurs  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I»  and  is  preferved  in 
an  old  record  in  the  Tower,  which  fpeaks  of  the  king's  fove- 
reignty  on  the  feas,  and  the  jurifdidlion  of  his  deputy,  the  ad- 
jniral,  'as  beings  even  then,  Ju  temps  dont  ilny  a  de  memoir e** 

As  in  this  firft  in  dance,  the  fovereignty  is  traced  to  a  period 
beyond  the  reach  of  memory,  we  will  hope  that  the  terxnina-' 
tion,  on  the  other  hand,  may  be  beyond  the  reach  of  pro- 
phecy. It  is  this  attention  to  our  marine  that  muft  eltabliih 
OHr  political  confequence  ;  and  its  profperity  can  only  be  in« 
creafed  by  the  increafe  of  commerce.  The  extent  it  will  ad- 
mit of  is  indeterminate  :  reafon  and  imagination  are  equally 
unable  to  afcertain  the  fize  to  which  the  bubble  may  be 
blown :  experience  is  yet  deficient,  for  it  has  only  informed 
MS,  that  it  adds  to  tbe  riches  as  welt  as  power  of  a  date  ;  and 
that  its  extenfion  has  hitherto  been  accompanied  by  the  pro- 
^rtional  extenfioA  of  each.  ^ 
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7'i;e  Letters  of  Charlottey    duri^  her  Connexion  nvith  Wetter. 

Z  Vols.     Small  %'vo,     5/.  fenved,     Cadell* 

'    T  Am  happy  that  in  prefenting   the  following  Letters  to 

-i'  the  public,  I  am  npt  exhibiting  fcenes,  or  communicat- 
ing opinions,  that\can  wound  delicacy,  or  pervert  fentiment. 
And  though  I  too  well  know,  that  to  avoid  licentious  defcrip- 
tion,  and  to  rejeft  fafhionable  1<Jeas,  is  to  wapder  far  from  the 
road  that  leads  to  wealth  and  fame  in  the  literary  world,  yet  I 
am  not  willing  to  acquire  either  one  or  the  other  at  the  expehce 
of  my  reader's  happinefs.  If  amufement  only  is  to  be  found 
in  the  Letters  of  Charlotte,  it  will  at  lead  be  innbcent  amufe* 
aaent.  If  opinions  are  advanced  which  may  appear  uncom- 
sion,  they  will  not  be  found  to  militate  againft  the  precepts  of 
religion.  If  the  mind  of  the  reader  is  not  expanded  by  ^4i- 
tional  knowledge,  it  will  not  ht  contra^ed  ^y  the  fubtelties  of 
{cepticifm.' 

The  editor  introduces  himfelf  with  fo  much  good  fenfe, 
fuch  grace  and  decorum,  that  we  were  unwilling  even  to 
announce  him^  till' he  had  explained  his  own  pretenfions.  We 
fhall  only  add,  that  he  has  very  faithfully  performed  his  pro- 
mife.  Xb^  author,  we  beg  pardon,  we  paean  the  editor,  for 
we  would  not  rudely  pull  afide  the  maik  which  he  has  chofen 
to  wear :  the  editor,  then,  enlarges  on  the  pernicious  tendency 
of  the  '  Sorrows' of  Werter,*  in  elegant  language,  and  exppfes 
the  injury  which  the  untutored  mind  may  receive  from  fophi- 
ftry  fo  guarded,  with  great  force  6f  reafon.  We  think  this 
preface  fljould  be  re-printed  with  that  dangerous  work,  which 
coBveys  poifon  under  a  gilded  and  feducing  outiide.  The 
Letters  themfelves  defcribe  the  feelings  of  Charlotte ;  the  dif- 
ferent incidents  are  frequently  thofe  of  Werter,  with  the  va- 
riations, arifing  from  the  mind  which  perceives,  and  the  pen 
which  defcribes  them.  Charlotte  appears,  in  thefe  volumes^  , 
to  have  loved  Werter  ;  and  it  fhould  be  a  leflbn  to  both  itx^B, 
not  to  indulge  that  ardent  friendihip>  which  may  fo  foon  Aide 
into  a  more  embarraffing,  perhaps  a  guilty  paffion»  The  little 
adventures  of  Charlotte's  fiiends  are  introduced  to  iill  up  the 
landfcape. 

We  have  faid  that  the  Letters  are  elegant ;  they  are  alfo 
^mufing  I  and  trace,  with* accuracy,  the  intricate  windings  of 
th£  human  mind,  the  labyrinth  of  the  heart*  As  a  fpecimen, 
we  ftiall  felcd  the  fourteenth  Letter. 

'  It  feldom  happens  that  the  language  of  panegyric  is  jull ; 
yet  fo  excellent  is  your  judgment,  that  I  cannot  with-hold  my 
iaflent  to  the  character  you  have  drawn  of  Werter ;  but,  give 
me  leave  to  tell  you,  the  pidlure  is  not  iiniflied,  and  that  another 
dafh  of  the  pencil— a  darjc  fhade-^is  wanting  to  perfeft  tl^s 
iikenefs. 

Aa3  *  You 
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*  Yoti  have  feen  Wcrter  only  with  others.  Notwithftanding 
hrt  philofophic  reafonings,  and  the  apparent  complacency  of 
his  difpoiitiony  h£  is  the  Very  flave  of  a  temper  naturally  im- 
petuous, and,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  4t,  rarified  by  irritability  of 
nerves,  and  extreme  delicacy,  oVf  at  leafl,  peculiarity  of  tefte. 

*  You  will,  perhaps,  fmile  at  my  idea,  that  extreme  deli- 
cacy of  tafte  is  injurious  to  the  temper ;  and  you  will  tell  me, 
that  true  tafte  not  only  refines  the  underftanding,  but  meliorates 
the  difpoiition.  Much  certainly  depends  on  the  natural  ten- 
f^ency  of  the  temper ;  and  extreme  delicacy  of  tails  in  one  of 
a  cynical  turn,  will  by  no  means  diminifh  a  propenAty  to  que? 
rnlous  faftidity :  on  the  contrary,  it  will  add  fuel  to  the  fiame 
of  intellectual  difcontent,  in  proportion  as  the  taAe  is  offended^ 
and  the  feelings  are  hurt,  by  the  obtruiions  of  incoogroity, 
^nd  the  abfurdities  of  ignorance* 

*  I  cannot  call  Werter  a  cynic  ;  but  his  infirmity  of  temper 
is  augmented  by  his  delicacy  of  tafte,  and  the  moft  trifling 
occurrences  make  lafting  impreflions  on  his  mind.  He  has 
little  command  over  himfelf ;  and  whilft*  his  natural  temper 
thus  overpowers  him,  how  will  he  ftem  the  torrent  of  palfion  J 
like  the  exuberance  of  his  imagination,  it  will  know  no  bounds : 
as  the  one  is  the  fource  of  his  moft  exalted  pleafures,  fo  the 
Other,  I  fear,  will  prove  the  caufe  of  his  fevereft  afflictions.' 

The  defcriptive  powers  pf  the  author  are  confiderable^  wo 
pften  admire  them  ;  and  his  pathos  melts  and  amends  the 
heart.  Tn  the  following  Letter  they  are  combined,  an<i  this 
circumft^nce  has  induced  us  to  extrad^it. 

*  The  evening  was  ferene :  there  was  that  kind  of  Ailineis 
in  the  air,  which  infpires  melancholy  mufings,  and  fills  ^bc 
mind  with  philofophic  tranquillity*  The  moon  was  rifing,  and 
by  her  wan  luftre,  difcovered  the  grey  mifts  flowly  afcending 
from  the  lakes  on  my  right  hand  ;  whilft  the  woody  mountains 
on  my  left,  were  charmingly  diveriified  with  innumerable  lights 
and  (hades.—**  This  fcene,'*  I  faid  to  myfelf,  **  this  fce;ne, 
deareft  of  mothers !  is  facred  to  thee  :  under  the  ihade  of  thefc 
elms,  how  often  have  I  been  blefTed  with  thy  blefling ! — ^how 
often  received  the  inftruftions  of  true  wifdom  !*'•— The  remem- 
brance of  thofe  endearing  moments  filled  my  eyes  with  tears  : 
lifting  them  towards  heaven^  I  could  not  help  uttering  alond 
pne  of  thofe  fpontaneous  ejaculations «f  the  heart  which  draw 
down  blefiings,  and.diffipate  diilrefF.  My  tears  relieved  me, 
and  the  recolledtion  of  having  obeyed  her  facred,  her  laft  com- 
mands, reftored  to  my  mind  a  melancholy  tranquillity* 

*■  Turning  my  eyes  towards  the  mountains,  I  difcovered  ^ 
roan  appFoaching  me  in  great  hafte.  His  head  wts  uncovered, 
and  he  had  the  dry  ftalk  of  a  weed  in  his  hand ;  the  moon  fhoAe 
on  his  foce,  and  I  faw  it  was  the  unfortunate  Henry,  whofc 
paflion  for  me  had  deprived  him  of  reafon.  I  was  extremely 
terrified  j  and  he  came  with  fo  much  precipitation,  that  it  was 
".,"  itpr 
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inipoffiblc  for  me  to  efcdpe,  for  I  was  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
avenue. — I,  therefore,  flood  ftilL— Poor  wretch  !  I  had  lio  oc- 
cafion  to  be  alarmed  ;  he  knew  me  not ;  but,  looking  earneftly 
in  my  face,  alked  me,  where  his  Charlotte  was  ?— *'  She  is  not 
at  home,"  I  faid.— "  I  know  that,"  Veplied  he,  *'  I  looked  all 
over  the  hiils  for  her,  and  flie  is  not  there. — She  was  with  nie 
laft  night,  and  then  I  file  wed  her  the  moon,  and  played  upon 
this  pipe— her  eyes  danced— it  was  on  the  high  hill,  and  we 
talked  to  the  moon.  When  the  States  pay  me,  I  (hall  bay  the 
golden  ftars  for  my  Charlotte."— He  fmiled  as  he  uttered  this, 
•*  Go  thy  way»  home,  Henry,"  I  faid; — He  burft  into  tears, 
and  I  was  afraid  he  recoil eded  me. — **  No,"  faid  he,  with  a 
heavy  figh,  and  a  faint  voice,  *'  I  am  no  Henry."  Folding  his 
hands  together,  and  again  looking  iledfailly  in  iny  face,  whilfl 
the  tears  ran  down  his  own,  he  faid,  '*  There  is  no  Henry-— 
Henry  died  when  the  wind  whiflled  in  the  great  tree,  and  the 
white  clouds  took  Charlotte  to  the  ftars." — He  turned  his  eyes 
towards  the  fky,'  and  never  faw  I  {o  true  a  pidure  of  fettled 
melancholy :  there  was  a  wonderful  expreilion  of  fadnefs  in  his 
countenance. — "  Alas,  poor  youth  !"  I  faid,."  go  home  to  thy 
*  mother.*? — He  again  looked  at  me  with  great  earneftnefs,  and, 
in  k  kind  of  half  whifper,  faid,  *'  Theie  things  muft  not  be 
known  to  the  princefs;  Ihe.will  be  angry  when  fhe  knows 
Henry  is  dead,  and  there  are  no  flowers — hufii!-— ^he  moon 
whifpers  to  Charlotte  ;-r-I  muft  go"— Then,  putting  the  fore- 
finger of  each  hand  to  his  lips,  he  (lepped  (lowly  away,  as  one 
walks  acrofs  a  room  where  others  are  afleep, 

*  I  faw  him  at  a  confiderable  diftance,  going  in  the  fame 
manner,  till  he  entered  the  wood.  The  air  grew  cold,  and  the 
wind  began  to  rife.  I  returned, home  with  a  mind  full  of  me- 
lancholy refledions. — Poor  youth  !  may  he— -who  alone  is  able 
— rellore  thee  to  thyfelf,  and  give  thee  that  fweet  peace  which 
forms  the  fovereign  balm  to  all  afliidted  minds  I' 

We  have  enlarged  the  fpace  we  ufually  allow  for  extracts, 
to  give  a  proper  fpecimen  of  the  variety  to  be  found  in  thefe 
Letters,  which  we  think  contain  the  feducing  tendernefs  of 
Wertcr,  without  its  danger ;  which  raife  the  feelings  in  a 
whirlwind,  without  hurrying  the  judgment  along  with  them, 
and  driving  the  reader,  perhaps  fmarting  from  recent,  from 
£milar  difappointments,  into  the  fame  deihmSlive  abyfs. 

MJfay^lU*    On  the  feature  and  Frinciples  of  Public  Credit.    %<Oo» 
is.     White. 

'  E  reviewed  the  FJril  Eflay  of  our  able  and  attentive  au- 
thor, in  the  Fifty-feventh  Volume,  page  107  ;  and  the 
Second  in  the  Fifty-ftinth,  page  268.  We  did  not  follow  Mr. 
Galas'  Effays  very  nlirfutely,  becaiife  the  reafoning  is  fo  clofe, 
and  the  ltf^2>ufig%  f0  concife^  that  they  would  not  readily  ad- 
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nit  of  an  abridgement.  The  third  is  more  of  a  pra^ic4 
kind,  and  we  (hall  give  a  ihort  analyfis  of  it. 

The  firft  fedion  is  of  little  confequence  to  us.  It  relates  to 
Ibme  difference  in  opinion  between  our  author  and  the  Monthly 
Reviewers*  The  fecond  fe6lion  is  on  the  Nati^re  and  State  of 
the  Pablic  Debts  of  this  Kingdpin^  and  includes  our  author's 
plan  for  their  gradual  payment.  Mr.  Gale  mentions  the  re- 
gular e0e£l  of  a  finking  fund,  applied  at  proper  intervals,  in 
diminiihing  the  debt :  its  power  woiild  peceifarily  increafe  in 
a  geometrical  progreiSon^  becaufe  it  muft  be  calculated  at 
compound  intereit.  But,  from  the  efied  of  payment  in  railing 
the  value  of  the  ftocks^^  the  ratio  will  be  greatly  le/fened  ;  and 
to  avoid  this  lofs,  our  author  advifes  that  a  plan  be  adopted, 
which  ihally  from  its  nature,  fix  thq  price  to  he  paid  for  re- 
demption, and  leave  at  the  fame  tinie  a  het  and  and^fecure 
capacity  for  the  flocks,  appertaining  to  the  creditors,  to  rife 
in  valpe.  It  fcems  to  be  his  meaning,  to  increafe  the  annuity 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  years  required;  and,  at  the 
end  of  that  time,  that  ;he  interefl  ihould  ceafe  :  in  fhort,  that 
a  certain  proportion  of  the  flocks  be' converted  into  annqities 
for  a  limited  term  of  years.  We  think  this  plan  more  effec- 
tu^  than  that  at  prefent  adopted,  for  the  reafons  flated  in  our 
j-eview  of  the  Second  Effay,  in  the  Fifty-ninth  Volume.  The 
author  adds  many  arguments  for  his  fcheme,  and  varies  the 
view  of  the  fubjedl,  fo  as  to  render  it  more  eafily  underflpod. 

The  third  fe£lion  is  a  more  particular  account  of  the  plan, 
of  which  we  fhall  infert  the  author's  own  analyfis, 

*  YM,  To  convert  the  public  debts  into  a  5  per  cent,  flock, 
by  offering  to  the  creditors,  a  certain  proportion  of  fuch  £ve 
per  cent.  Hock,  in  exchange  for  their  prefent  flocks  and  ai^- 
unities. 

'  Seconjily.  To  fecure  thf;  ne^v  llock  from  a  rfduftion  of 
the  intereft ;  by  making  it  liable  oi^ly  to  ^  periodica}  tender 
for  its  redemption,  equal  to  the  annuity. 

*  Thirdly,  To  provide  for  the  conven^ncies  of  thoic  to 
whom  the  periodical  redemption  might  be  inconvenient ;  by 
allowing  a  fufpenfion  of  the  tender  on  certain  fixed  principles. 

*  Fourthly.  To  provide  for  the  conveniencies  of  thofe 
whoie  fituations  and  circumflances  might  be  fuch  as  to  require 
temporary  an nuitiesf  for  Jives  or  years ;  by  allowing  a  tran- 

'  fcription  of  the  redeemable  Hock  into  fuch  temporary  annu- 
ities, on  certain  fixed  principles,  according  to  their  refpedivc 
yalues. 

*  Fifthly.  To  give  a  farther  general  encouragement  for  the. 
.  cooyerfion  of  the  debt ;  by  granting  a  preference,  in  all  fu-^ 

lure  loans,  to  t)ie  holders  or  proprietory  of  the  new  flocki' 
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We  might  accufe  the  author  of  a  want  of  candour  in  not 
explaining  the  whole  of  the  fubjeA ;  but  as  little  remains* 
^nd  the  fuJbjed  h^s  been  elucidated  with  great  labour^  he  hopes 
that  this  little  may  produce  fome  advantage  to  the  labourer. 
We  do  not  altogether  approve  of  this  condud,  though  we 
confefs  that  Mr.  Gale  deferves  public  encouragement,  ^t 
^his  moment,  however,  we  fee  that  his  expedations  are  fru- 
ftrated,  and  that  other  methods  are  preferred,  methods  probably 
lefs  advantageous  than  thofe  before  us.  But  this  is  not  now 
our  objed :  we  leave  our  author  with  good  wifhcs ;  and,  thougli 
a  volunteer  in  the  fervice,  we  think  rewards  have  been  jnore 
undefervedly  bellowed  than  on  the  prefent  literary  financier. 

^  Poem,  on  the  Happinefs  of  Apierica  ;  addrejfed  to  the  Citizens 
of  the  United  States,  By  Da'vid  Humphreys,  Efq^  j^to.  zs. 
^cwbery. 

pxcTiON,  by  the  teiftimony  of  Waller,  is  better  adapted  and 
*^  more  favourable  to  the  genius  of  poetic  compofition  than 
truth.  Whether  the  felicity,  which  is  the  fubjed  of  the  pre- 
fent poem,  Hands  in  that  predicament,  the  inhabitants  on  the 
other  fide  the  Atlantic  can  befl  determine.  Whatever  their 
opinions  in  general  may  be,  Mr.  Humphreys  feems  thoroughly 
perfuaded  of  its  exiitence ;  and  ilrongly  imprefled  with  the 
idea,  exhibits  his  country,  as 

*  Spreading  her  virgin  charms  abroad. 
The  laft,  the  faireft  offspring  of  a  God  !' 

I^nd  the  virtues  of  his  countrymen,  in  the  moft  favourable 
jpoint  of  view^  and  the  moft  vivid  colours.  The  fervor  of  his 
zeal,  indeed*  fometimes  betrays  him  into  a  few  honeft  miflakes 
and  exaggerations,  that  a  cooler,  and  lefs  cfnthufiaflic  pane- 
gyric, would  certainly  have  avoided. 

*  Where  lives  the  nation  fraught  with  fuch  refource^ 

Such  vaft  materials  for  a  naval  rorce  ? 

Where  grow  fo  rife  the  iron»  mails,  and  fpars. 

The  hemp,  the  timber,  and  the  daring  tars  V 
From  this  heterogeneous  mixture,  one  would  be  tempted  to 
/uppofe  that  men,  metals,  and  trees,  were  the  common  pro- 
fiud  of  the  foil,  and  grew  fafter  than  in  other  countries,  par- 
ticularly the  former. 

*  Sut  men>  Columbiat  be  thy  fairer  growth  !^ 
This  gentleman's  conceptions,  indeed,  of  its  future  grandeur 
are  frequently  fo  brilliant  and  dazzling,  as  to  render  bis  mean- 
ing  fcarce  perceptible. 
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*  Anon  fliall  new  Aororas  rife. 
And  dreaming,  brighten  up  th'  Atlantic  fkies. 
Back  on  the  folar  path  with  living  ray, 
Poiir  heav'n's  own  fplendours  in  a  tide  of  day.* 

*  Your  tall  fleets  ihali  lift  their  Jiany  pride  /'         ^ 
And  again, 

^  Thy  rifing  ftars  in  unknown  feies  difplay. 
And  bound  thy  labours  with  the  walks  of  dity, 

*  Bid  from  thy  fliore  a  philanthropic  band. 
The  torch  offdence  glowing  in  their  hand, 
O'er  tracklefs  waves  extend  their  daring  toils, 
To  find  and  blefs  a  thoufatid  peopled  iiles.'-^ 
A  period  is  fuddenly  put  to  this  ideal  diffemi nation  of  litera- 
ture ;  and  the  profpeft  of  blifs  fomewhat  darkened  by  Mr. 
Humphreys'  refte£ting  on  the  captures  lately  made  of  Ameri- 
can veffels  by  the  pirates  of  Algiers ;  whom  he  execrates  with 
as  mvLch  (pmt  as  he  panegyrifes  his  countrymen.     Not  even 
the  Digeft  of  Ernulphus  affords  a  more  energetic  and  com- 
prehenfive  anathema  than  the  following. 

*  Infernal  furies  on  thofe  monflers  haunt ! 
Purfue  the  foot-fteps  of  that  mifcreant  crew, 

-   Purfue  in  flames,  with  hell-born  rage  purfue  ! 
Shed  fuch  dire  curfes  as  all  utt'rance  mock, 
Whofe  plagues  aftohiih,  and  whofe  horrors  (hock  I 
Great  maledictions  of  eternal  wrath, 
Which,  like  Heav'n's  viaPd  vengeance,  finge  and  fcathe ! 
Transfix  with  fcorpion-ftings  the  callous  heart, 
Make  blood-fhot  eye-balls  from  their  fockets  flart. 
For  balm,  pour  brim  Hon e  in  their  wounded  foul. 
Then  ope  perdition  and  ingulf  them  whole !' 
After  an  animated  apoftrophe  to  the  European  powers  who 
pay  an  ignominious  tribute  to  the  ftates  of  Barbiary,  the  length 
of  which  only  prevents  our  inferting  it,  the  author  exhorts  his 
countrymen  to  fpeedy  vengeance,  and  confoles  himfelf  with 
the  idea  of  its  accomplifhment. 

*  Woe  to  proud  Algiers ;  to  your  pHnces  woe ! 
Your  pride  is  falling  with  your  youths  laid  low^-^ 
Woe  to  ye^people,  woe,  ^iftrefs,  and  fears  ! 
Your  hour  is  come  to  drink  the  cup  of  tears : 
Pangs  of  th'  undying  worm  corrode  your  reins, 
Confume  your  marrow,  revel  round  your  veins^ 
Burll  rigid  finews,  quivMng  fibres  fwell, 
'     And  give  the  torments  of  the  fiends  in  htell ! 
A  ghaflly  palenefs  gathers  on  your  cheeks, 
While  mem'ry  haunts  your  ears  with  captive  (hfieks  ; 
Then  ilified  confcience  wakening  dares  to  cry,* 
**  Think  on  your  crimfon  crimes,  defpair,  and  die."— 
Then  ruin  comes  with  fire,  and  fword,  and  blood | 
And  men  ihall  aik  where  once  your  cities  ftood.'  - 
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To  the  Mufe's  prefcient  tjt  things  future  may  be  aflowed  tO 
appear  as  preftnt,  ox  already  accomplifhed,  yet  to  cool  prpfaic 
refieftion  many  difficulties  arifc,  that  will  probably  retard,  for 
a  confiderable  time,  the  completion  of  this  great  event,  as 
well  as  the  appearance  of  another  golden  age,  or  rather  the 
millennium,  ^^ith  which  the  poem  concludes ;  and,  after  the  ' 
deftrudion  of  thefe  nations,  is  to  be  introduced  under  th^ 
^ufpices  of  American  prowefs  and  philanthropy. 

*  Then  glorious  days,  by  hallovfd  barM  foretold^ 
.Shall  fai*  furpafs  the  fabled  age  of  gold. 
The  human  mind  its  nobleft  pow'rs  difplay. 
And  knowledge  rifing  to  meridian  day, 
iShine  like  the  lib'ral  fun — th*  illumin'd  youths 
By  fair  difcuffion  find  immortal  truths. 
Why  turns  th'  horizon  red  ?  the  dawn  is  near-*- 
Infants  of  light,  ye  harbingers  appear ! 
With  ten- fold  brightnefs  gild  the  happier  age. 
And  light  the  actors  o'er  a  broader  ftage  ! 
This  drama  clofing — fee !  towards  its  end. 
High  Heav'n's  perennial  year  to  earth  defcend ! 
The»  wake,  Columbians  !  fav'rites  of  the  ikies 
Awake  to  glory,  and  to  rapture  rife  ! 
Behold  the  dawn  of  your  afcending  fame, 
Illume  the  nations  with  a  purer  iiame, 
Progreffive  fplcndours  fpread  o'er  ev'ry  clime  !-^ 
Then*  wrapt  in  viiions  of  unfolding  time. 
Pierce  midnight  clouds  that  hide  his  dark  abyfs. 
And  fee  in  embryo  fcenes  of  future  blifs  I 
See  days  and  months  and  years  there  roll  in  night. 
While  age  (iicceeding  age  afcends  to  light, 
'Till  your  bieft  offspring,  countlefs  as  the  Itars,  ' 
In  open  ocean  quench  the  torch  of  wa^-s; 
With  godlike  aim,  in  one  firm  union  bind. 
The  common  good  and  int'refts  of  mankind  ; 
Unbar  the  gat^s  of  commerce  for  their  race, 
And  buiW  the  gen'ral  peace  on  freedom's  bafe  !' 
We  know  not  whether  thefe  *  hallow'd  bards'  are  merely  the 
offspring  of  fancy,  or  whetherthofe  facri  'vatesy  the  Connec- 
ticut preachers  of  old  times,  who  predicted  that  New  England 
fhould  convert  and  fubjeft  all  nations,  are  meant ^by  that  ap- 
pellation.   If  its  inhabitants  ftill  entertain  that  opinion,  they 
will  engage  the  difciples  of  Mahomet  on  a  fair  footing.  How- 
ever that  may  be,  we  concur  with  Mr.  Humphreys  in  wifhing 
the  fpeedy  completion  of  his  prophecy,  fo  far  as  that  all  nations 
may  be  joined  in  the  bonds  of  peace  and  -amity  :  but  he  maft 
cxcufe  ufi,  if  we  entertain  fome  doubt  of  its  being  effefted  by 
the  interference  of  his  countrymen — at  leall  till  union  is  more 
|irmly  eftablifhed  among  themfelves, 

Nutural 
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Natural  Hiftory  general  and  panic  alar.  By  the  Count  di  Buffhn^ 
Tranjlated  into  Englijh.  lllujirated  njuith  about  260  Copper'^ 
plates y  and  occajional  Notes  and  Ob/ervations  by  the  Trarjlator* 
Second  Edition,     9  Fols.      %*uo.      3/.   3^^     CadclL 

"IN  our  Fifty-fourth  Volume,  p.  371,  we  reviewed  the  firft 
-*  edition  of  this  u fef ul  tr^nflation,  and  now  mention  the  fe- 
cond  edition  of  it,  chiefly  to  give  fome  account  of  the  fuppTe^ 
mentary  voluii&e.  The  firil  fupplement  of  this  author  was 
pobliflicd  in  1776,  and  the  fecond  fome  years  after:  the 
former  was  incorporated  with  the  firft  edition  of  the  tranf- 
lation,  and  the  latter  is  now  joined  to  it»  and  fold  alfo  fepa- 
rately  to  the  purchafers  of  the  Hrfl  edi^on.  The  addition^ 
and  corrections  are  very  mifcellaneous  :  they  add  greatly 
to  the  aut}}or's  charadter  as  a  candid  and  inquiiitive  philofo- 
pher ;  and  have  been  long  coHeflingi  fince  fome  of  them  are 
of  a  diftant  date*  The  changes  in  the  lafl  fupplement  chiefly 
relate  to  the  hiftory  and  theory  of  the  earth  ;  and  thcfe  may 
probably  be  fucceeded  by  corrections  in  the  other  branches  of 
his  hiftory :  many  imperfeftions  have  fc^een  freely  pointed  out 
by  later  aathors. 

The  count  de  BuiFon  may  be  confidered  as  the  ableft  nata- 
ralift  of  the  old  fchool.  Whatever  may  b^  his  opinion  of  the 
firft  formation  of  the  earth,  he  has  attributed  the  facceflive 
changes  in  its  ftate  chiefly  to  the  agency  of  water ;  but  he 
now  begins  to  be  more  attentive  to  the  effeCls  of  ^rt :  indeed 
it  is  only  by  uniting  thefe  two  almoft  irrefiftible  powers,  that 
we  can  explain  the  great  variety  of  appearances  offered  conti- 
nually to  the  eye  of  an  experienced  mineralogift,  and  an  at^ 
tentive  obferver.  The  firft  additions  relate  to  the  article  con- 
cerning the  formation  of  the  planets.  It  is  unneceffary  to 
a!dd  that,  though  the  opinion  be  vifionary,  or  at  leaft  .uncer- 
tain in  its  foundation,  many  valuable  fads  are  colleded  in  this 
part  of  the  work.  The  next  additions  are  to  the  article  of 
geography,  and  the  produdtion  of  ftrata.  In  the  latter  fub* 
jeft,  he  ftill  adheres  to  the  formation  of  mountains  by  the 
fubfiding  of  the  adjoining  earth  :  we  Ihall  feledl  the  obferva- 
tions  on  the  hills  of  Feru  as  curious,  and,  in  a  great  degree, 
new. 

'  The  banks  and  beds  of  the  earth  in  Peru  are  perfedtly  ho« 
rizontal,  and  correfpond  fometimes  at  a  great  diftance  in  dif- 
ferent mountains,  moft  of  which  are  two  or  three  hundred  fa« 
thorns  high.  They  are  in  general  inacceiliblf^  and  often  as 
perpendicular  as  walls,  which  gives  us  an  opportunity  of  per- 
ceiving the  extremities  of  their  horizontal  itrata.  When  any 
of  them  happens  to  be  round  and  detached  from  otheM*  each 
bed  appears  like  a  stry  flat  cylinder,  or  as  a  feCUoa  pf  a  ^q^p 

of 

Digitized  by  C3OOQ IC 


Bfcffon*s  l^atural  Hijforjf.  %6^ 

of  no  great  height.  Thefe  different  beds,  placed  one  aboVe 
another,  and  diiUngaiihed  by  their  colour  and  various  coA- 
tours^  often  refemble  a  regular  and  artificial  flradlare«  In  this 
country,  we  fee  the  mountains  perpetually  aifuming  the  ap-> 
pearance  of  ancient  and  fumptuous  pabces,  of  chapels^  of 
cadles,  and  of  domes.  They  are  Tometimes  fortifications  com- 
pofed  of  Idng  curtins,  and  defended  with  bulwarks*  After 
examining  thefe  objedts,  and  the  correfpondence  of  their  ftrata, 
we  can  hardly  entertain  a  doubt,  that  the  circumjacent  land 
has  not,  at  ibnre  period,  been  really  funk.  It  appears,  that 
thofe  mountains,  whofe  bafes  were  moft  folidly  fupportcd,  re- 
mained as  monuments  to  indicate  the  height  which  the  foil  of 
thefe  cpuA tries  anoently  poiTeiTed.' 

The  fa-£ls  next  adduced  are  additions  to  thofe  obfervations 
on  the  beds  of  ihells  found  in  the  higheft  mountains  ;  arid  aa- 
fwers  to  fome  objections  againii  the  opinion,  that  they  are. 
really  fea-0iellsy  are  fubjoined. 

The  next  fubje^  is  on  Mountains,  and  their  Formatiqn* 
Our  author  corrects  his  former  opinion,  that  all  calcareous 
mafles  are  formed  by  the  depofition  of  water  ;  and  thinks  that 
fome  of  them  are  hardened,  perhaps  vitrified,  by  £re  ;  bat 
that  thefe  two  kinds  can  be  eafily  diftinguiAied.  Ferrugineons 
matter  adds  greatly  to  the  hardnefs :  a  fad  fully  evinced  by 
Mr.  Wedgwood's  compofitioris. 

On  the  Theory  of  running  Waters  our  author  obfervcs^ 
that,  with  the  fame  quantity  of  water,  tile  celerity  of  a  wheel, 
which  is  moved  by  it,  is  increafed  in  proportion  to  the  height 
from  which  the  water  falls  ;  its  influence  is  faid  alfo  to  be 
greater  in  the  night  than  in  the  day.  The  reafon  of  the  fir  ft 
^dl  is  obvious,  and  the  fecond  is  eafily  explained ;  for  a  cer* 
tain  bulk  of  water  can  only  pafs  the  trough  in  a  given  time ; 
fo  that  when  the  denfity  of  the  water  is  increafed,  its  pa/Tagci 
will  be  more  eafy  from  the  diminution  of  its  bulk ;  confe« 
quently  its  fall  will  be  more  rapid,  and  the  momentum  in* 
creafed :  the  efFedts  of  wheel-work  are  increafed  ri  by  employ- 
irfg  the  machine  in  the  night  only.  A  wheel  nearer  to  the  ca- 
Aai  alfo  turns  with  greater  velocity  than  one  more  diftant.^ 

In  the  additions  to  the  article  of  Seas  and  Lakes,  is  a  very 
curious  communication  from  monf.  Deflandes,  in  which  he 
not  only  afcertains,  by  a  iimple  and  decifive  experiment,  the 
exiilence  of  double  currents  in  the  fea,  bat  endeavours  to 
apply  it  to  the  affi dance  of  navigation.  His  (hows  too,  in  the 
fame  way«  what  from  different  views  vre  have  endeavoured  to 
eftablifh,  that  the  momentum  of  the  Atlantic  is  direded  t# 
the  north-weft.  Our  readers  will  recoiled,  that  we  chiefly 
argued  from  the  dire^Uon  of  bays  and  harboars^  evidently 
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formed  by  an  iacroaching  fea.    Some  juil  remarks  follow,  ofl 
the  improbability  of  a  norths-weft  paiTage. 

The-  article  on  the  Cafpian  Sea  is  a  very  interefting  one  : 
mottf.  de  Boffon  had  faid,  that  it  was  a  lake  only;  and  never 
had  any  communication  with  the  ocean.  He  received  the  fol- 
lowing anfwers  from  the  Academy  of  St.  Peterfhurgh  to  fome 
queries  which'he  fent ;  and  thefe,  he  thinks;,  confirm  his  opi- 
nion. 

**  Augafto  17489  CMtober  5,  &c.  Cancelkria  AcadasmisB 
Sciendaram  mandavity  ut  Aftrachaneniis  Gubemii  Cancellarift 
refponderet  ad  fei]  uentia*'  i.  Suntne  vortices  in  nuiri  Calpico 
necne  !  2.  Quae  genera  pifciam  illud  inhabitant  I  Quomodo 
appellantiir  I  £t  an  marini  tantum  aut  et  fiuviatiles  ibidem 
reperiantur!  3.  Qualia  genera  concharum  !  Quae  fpecies  oftrea- 
mm  et  cancrorum  occurrant !  4.  Quae  genera  iparinarum  avium 
in  ipCo  mari  aat  circa  illud  verfantur!  ad  qax  Aflrachenfis 
Cancellaria  d.  13  Mart.  1749,  fequentibus  refpondit. 
.  \  Ad  I.  in  mari'Cafpico  vortices  occurrunt  nofqaam ;  hinc 
elk  qaod  nee  in  mappis  marinis  extant,  nee  ab  uUo  officialium 
rci  navalis  viii  effe  perhibentur. 

*  Ad  2.  pifces  Cafplum  mare  inhabitant ;.  acipenferes,  Sta- 
rioll,  Gmef,  Siruli  Cyprini  clavati,  Bramae,  Percx,  Cyprini 
ventre  acuto,  ignoti  alibi  prifces,  tincae,  falmones»  qui,  ut  e 
mari*  fluvios  intrare,  ita  et  in  mare  e  fiuviis  remeare  folent ; 

*  Ad  3.  conchae  in  littoribus  maris  obviae  quidem  funt,  fed 
parvae,  candidae,  aut  ex  una  parte  rubrae.  Cancti  ad  littora 
obfervantur  magnitudtne  fluviatilibusfimiles ;  odreae  autem  et 
capita  Medufae  vifa  funt  nufquam  ; 

*  Ad  4.  aves  marinas  quas  circa  mare  Cafpium  verfantttt  font 
an (eres  vulgaries  et  rubri,  peticani,  cygni,  aoates  rubrae  et  nri* 
gricantesy  aquilae»  corvi  aquaiici, .  griies,  plateae,  ardeas  albas;^ 
cinerae^  et  nigricantes,  ciconies  albas  gruibus  limiles^  Karawaiki 
(ignotum  avis  nomen)  larorum  varise  fpecies,,  Hurni  nigri  et  la- 
teribus  albis  inflar  picacum,  phyfiani,  an  feres  parvi  nigriicantes„ 
Tudaki  (ignotum  avis  nomen)  albo  colore  praediti.' 

Though  much  information  may  be  derived  from  this  ac- 
count^ it  is  not,  we  thinjc,  quite  fatisfaftory. — ^Let  us  tran- 
fcribe  the  obfervations  of  M.  Pallas,  quoted  in  a  fubfequent 
part  of  the  volume. 

**  In.  traverfing,  fays  M.  Pallas,  the  imjoienfe  deferts  which 
lie  between  tbe  Wolga,  the  Jaik,  the  Ca/pian  Sea,  and  the 
Don,  I  obferved,  that,  thefe  fteppes  or  fandy  dcfarts,  are  every 
way  furrounded  with  an  elevated  border,  which  embraces  ^ 
great  part  of  the  beds  of  the  Ja'ik,  Wolga,  and  Don  ;  and  that 
tncfe  deep  rivers,  before  they*  penetrated  this  inclofing  belt,^ 
were  full  of  iflj^nds  and  flioals,  till  they  began  to  fall  into  the 
deferts  where  the  great  river  Kuman  lofes  itfelf  in  the  fands. 
from  thefe  obfervations  I  conclude,  that  the  Cafpian  fea  has 
^    *     *  V  formerly 
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formerly  covered  all  thefe  deferts ;  that  it  anciently  had  no 
other  margins  than  thofe  elevated  belts  which  every  where  far* 
roand  the  deferts  ;  and  that  it  has  communicated,  by  means  of 
the  Don,  with  the  Black  Sea,  even  fappofing  this  fea,  as  well 
at  that  of  Azoff,  had  never  made  a  part  of  it/ 

The  next  fabjed  is  carious,  but  we  cannot  enlarge  on  it, 
viz.  on  the  inequality  in  the  bottom  of  the  Tea,  and  on  cur- 
rents in  the  ocean.  In  the  article  on  Winds  and  Air,  M.  ds 
Bufibn  brings  feveral  ftrong  arguments  to  fhow  that  air  is  not 
really  fo  much  more  rare  on  the  top  of  mountains  as  we  have 
fuppofed.  The  weight  which  it  bears  is  evidently  lefs,  but 
the  rarity,  from  a  diminution  of  weight,  is  compenfated  by  an 
increafed  denfity  from  cold.  The  following  additions  are  on 
irregular  Winds  and  Waterfpouts. 

The  additions  which  relate  to  Earthquakes  and  Volcanos, 
are  v^x'^  neceflary  ones  ;  but  they  contain  nothing  which  de- 
ferves  our  more  particular  attention  at  prefent.  Then  follow 
fome  remarks  on  Caverns^  viz.  the  original  ones  formed  by 
primaeval  fire f  (when  the  earth,  for  inHance,  was  flruck  off 
from  the  fun)  The  finking  of  thefe  caverns  forms,  in  our 
author's  opinion,  the  bafis  pr  refervoir  which  now  holds  the 
fea,  and  which  was,  by  this  means,  drained  off  from  the 
liigher  lands.  From  the  exigence  of  fea-fhells,  M.  de  Buffoti 
thinks,  that  it  once  rofe  two  thoufand  fathoms  above  its  pre- 
fent level,  and  probably  higher,  though  its  heat  i*ras  then  too 
great  to  allow  6f  the  exiftence  of  animated  beings,  from  whofe 
exuviae  we  are  only  now  able  to  trace  its  height.  We  need 
not  remind  our  readers,  that  other  philofophers,  perhaps  with 
greater  rea(bn,  fuppofe  thefe  beds  of  ihells  to  have  been  raifed, 
inftead  of  the  bed  of  the  fea  having  been  funk. 

The  new  Obfervations  on  the  Effects  of  Rain  on  Marflies, 
on  fubterraneous  Wood  and  Water,  have  a  better  fouhdation ; 
but  we  can  mention  only  the  mod  interefting  parts  of  this  very. 
mifcellaneous  volume,  and  mull*  therefore  omit  many  of  thofe 
on  the  fubjeds  juH  mentioned.  Yet  our  readers  ought  to  be 
apprifed,  fince  we  may  have  fome  occafion  to  allude  to  it,  that 
the  count,  from  the  appearance  of  fofTil  bones,  endeavours  to. 
fhow,  th^t  the  earth  has  gradually  cooled ;  and  that  the  higher 
latitudes  were  confequently  once  the  habitation,  of  beaiU^ 
which  are  now.  confined  to  the  tropic s»  or  of  others, .  to  which 
even  the  prefent  vertical  fun  does  not  afford  heati  enough  for 
the  continuation  of  the  fpecies.  Fadls  more  general,  and 
equally  powerful,  may  be  adduced,  in  the  opinion  of  other 
philofophers,  to  fhew  that  the  zones,  now  called  temperate, 
were  formerly  much  colder  thaA  at  prefent^ 

The 
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The  Epochs  of  Nature^  a  work  publiihed  by  M.  de  Baffoii^ 
i$  the  offspring  of  a  brilliarit  fancy,  fuppbrted  by  exteniive 
refearches^  and  great  knowlege^  We  have  already  men- 
txoned^  in  the  beginning  of  this  article,  that  our  author's 
opinion  on  the  formation  of  the  planets^  though  viiionary,  was 
iUadrated  by  fads  of  real  importance.  The  fame  may  be 
alledged  of  the  Epochs  of  Nature  ;  and  the  following  are  the 
fa£ls  which  the  count- endeavours,,  with. very  unequal  foccefs^ 
to  illuflrate  and  fupport :  they  are  preparatory  to  his  other 
opinions.  /  . 

*  Firft  faft,-^The  earth  is  elevated  at  the  equator,  and  de** 
prefTed  at  the  poles,  in  the  proportion  required  by  the  laws  of 
gravity,  and  of^the  centrifugal  force* 

*  Second  faft,— The  earth  poiTefTes  an  internal  heat  which  is 

f  roper  to^itfelf,  and  independent  of  that  communicated  to  it 
y  the  rays  of  the  fun.^ 

*  Third  fad,— The  .heat  conveyed  td  the  earth  by  the  fun  is 
ygery  fmall  when  compared  with  the  heat  proper  to  the  globe  J 
and  this  heat  tranfmitted  by  the  fUn  would  not  alone  be  fuf- 
£cient.to  fupport  animated  nature. 

*  Fourth  fad,-^The  materials  of  whfth  the  earth  is  com-* 
pofed  are,  in  general  j  of  a  viterous  nature,  and  the  whole  of 
chem  may  be  converted  into  glafst 

'  Fifth  fadly — We  find  on  the  wbble  furface  of  the  earthy  and 
even  on,  the  mountains^  to.the  height  of  1 500  and  2oeo  fathoms^ 
an  immenfe  quantity  t)f  fiiells  and  other  relicks  of  marine  pro* 
duf^ions.'        '  '         .       •»  • 

The  count  then  proceeds  to  enumerate  what  he  calls  the 
Epochs  of  Nature^  or  thofe  periods  whith  are  diAinguifhed  by 
fome  remarkable  changes  in  the  condition  of  this  planet. 
Thefearc 

'  Epoch  firfty—- When  the  earth  and  planets  firfi  a^umed  their 
proper  form. 

*  Epoch  fecond, — When  the  fluid  matter  confolidated,  and 
formed  the  interior  rock  of  the  globe^  as  well  as  thofe  great 
vitnfiable  mafTes  which  appear  on  its  furface# 

'  Epoch  third,  When  the  waters  covered  all  the  continents. 

*  Epoch  fourth,— When  the  waters  retired  and  volcanos  be- 
gan to  ad. 

^  Epoch  fifth,— ^When  the  elephants,  and  other  animah  of 
the  fbuth,  inhabited  the  northern  regions. 

*  Epoch  iixth,— ^When  the  continents  were  feparated  from 
each  other. 

*  Epoch  feventhy  and  la(l,-^When  the  power  of  man  affifted 
the  operations  of  nature^' 

The  tranflator  has  abridged  the  Epochs  of  Nature,  aiid  in- 
fcrtcd  only  the  fads  in  their  fupport.     We  firft  fufpeded  thaft 
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til s  ilep  would  have  been  injurious  to  his  author^  iihce  we 
well  knew  that  the  charms  of  the  count's  eloquende  hadgivcfl 
grace  to  what  was  already  known>  probably  to  doubtful  opi- 
nions,  and  an  uncommon  brilliancy  to  tfuthi  We  founds 
however,  that,  though  vifionary,  many  well  ellablifhed  fadli 
fupported  his  fyftem ;  and,  though  in  many  refpefts  erro- 
neous, yet,  in  the  examination,  jmuch  new  light  was  acquired^ 
and  the  operations  of  nature  were  often  elucidated.  We  can- 
not'abridge  fads,  nor  can  we  feled  any  with  advantage;  but 
the  vitrifiable  mafs,  which  the  count  mentions  in  the  fe- 
cond  epoch,  is  particularly  explained  in  his  beautiful,  but 
doubtful,  Syftem  of  Mineralogy.  We  hope  that  our  numerous 
engagements  to  the  public  will  not  prevent  us  from  examining 
this  work  at  more  Icifure  :  we  muil  at  prefent  conclude  with 
thanking  the  tranflator  for  this  ufeful  addition  to  the  natural 
hiflory,  and  for  his  liberality  in  the.  method  of  publication, 

Ob/eri;ation$  on  Mr,  Pittas  Plan  for  thfR^duaion  of  the  National 
Debt,  By  Charles  Earl  Stanhope,  F.  R.  S,  4/0.    2s,   Elmily. 

'T'HE  means  of  difcharging  the  public  debt  is  a  fubjedl  of  . 
-*•  fo  great  importance  to  the  nation,  that  every  propofal 
for  this  purpofe  ought  not  only  to  be  written  with  the  moll 
difpaffionate  temper,  but  examined  with  tllc  ftrifteft  impar- 
tiality, Thofe  who  engage  in  fo  arduous  an  enquiry  ought 
likewife  to  be  extremely  careful,  of  the  principles  on  which 
they  proceed  ;  left,  with  the  beft  intentions  o#  difcovering  the 
truths  it  fhould  be  found  that  they  have  been  entirely  mif- 
guided  by  illufion.  With  every  poffible  circuflifpcflionj  th^ 
minds  of  few  men  are  fufficiently  capacious  for  comprehending 
an  object  of  fuch  magnitude.  The  tafk  requires  a  clear  con- 
ception, an  cxtenfive  knowledge  of  finance,  and,  exclu five  of* 
a  competent  proficiency  in  arithmetical  calculation,  an  under- 
Handing  that  is  ftrongly  guarded  againft  all  fallacioufnefs  of 
indudion.  Where  thefe  requifite  endowments  are  deficient^ 
we  may  ftill  regard  with  approbation  the  indullry  of  the  en* 
quirer,  fhould  he  feem  to  have  been  aduated  by  laudable  mo- 
tives ;  but  at  the  fame  time  we  mufl  regret  the  temerity  that 
prompted  his  exertion,  efpecially  v^hen  it  tends  to  diiTeminate 
error,  and  obllrnft  fuch  meafures  as  are  beft  calculated  for 
promoting  the  good  of  the  public* 

Imprefled  with  the  force  of  thefe  fentiments,  and  diverted 
of  every  prejudice,  we  Ihall  proceed  to  examine  the  Obferva^ 
tions  of  the  noble  lord  which  now  lye  before  us,  and  which, 
we  are  forry  to  remark,  betray,  an  appearance  of  afperity  and 
want, of  candour,  unfuitable  to  impartial  enquiry  concerning 
W OI0.  h}ih  Maj,  I786»  Sb  apo- 
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a  political  queftion  of  the  atmoft  moment  to  the  date.  That 
our  readers  may  thoroughly  onderftand  the  fubjed  of  his  lord- 
fhip's  Obfervationsy  it  will  be  neceffary  to  prefent  them  with 
the  accoont  which  he  has  given  of  Mr.  Pitt's  plan  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  national  debt. 

'  §  2.  The  plan  to  which  I  allude,  as  it  appears  by  the  bill 
which  is  now  before  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  which  (having 
already  paiTed  the  committee)  has  been  printed  with  the  amend- 
ments, IS  fimply  as  follows,  viz. 

<  It  is  propofed  by  that  bill,  that,  at  the  end  of  every  quar- 
ter of  a  year,  ending  the  fifth  day  of  January,  the  fifth  day  of 
April,  the  fifth  day  of  July,  and  the  tenth  day  of  October  in 
every  year,  there  ftiall  be  ifTued  or  fet  apart,  at  his  majefty*s 
receiptor  Exchequer,  out  of  the  furpIuITes,  excelTes,  and  over- 
plus monies  compofing  the  finking  fund,  a  fum  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  ;  and  if  there  ihall  not  be  fufficient 
money  for  that  purpofe  in  any  particular  quarter,  the  bill  pro- 
vides  for  the  making  good  fuch  deficiency  in  the  following  man- 
ner ;  namely,  the  deficiency  of  one  quarter  is  to  be  made  good 
out  of  the  faid  furpIufTes,  excefTes,  and  overplus  monies  of  the 
next  quarter,  and  fo  forth  to  the  end' of  the  year;  and,  at  the 
emi  of  the  year  (ending  the  fifth  day  of  January),  the  amount 
of  fuch  deficiency  or  deficiencies  is  propofed  to  be  made  good 
out  of  the  aids  or  fupplies  which  fhall  be,  or  which  fhall  have 
been,  granted  by  parliament  for  the  fervice  of  the  then  current 
year. 

«  §  3.  The  monies  fet  apart  in  the  manner  above  mentioned 
are  directed  by  the  bill  to  be  forthwith  iffued  and  paid  to  the 
governor  and  company  of  the  bank  of  £ngland,  and  to  be  by 
them  placed  in  their  books  to  the  account  of  ^\x  commiffioners 
appointed  by  the  bill ;  which  commifiioners  are  to  be  the  fpeak- 
ei'  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  the  chancellor  of  bis  majelly's 
Exchequer,  the  mailer  of  the  rolls,  the  accomptant-general  of 
the  court  of  chancery,  and  the  governor  and  deputy -governor 
of  the  bank  of  England  for  the  time  being  ;  and  thefc  commif- 
fioners  are  dire<^ed  by  the  bill  to  apply  the  faid  four  fums  of 
two  hundred  and  ^hy  thoufand  pounds  each  (making  together 
the  fum  of  one  million)  towards  the  redu6tion  of  the  national 
debt,  and  to  no  other  purpofe. 

*  And  thefe  commifhoners  are  alfo  diredied  to  apply  hereaf- 
ter to  the  fame  purpofe  all  the  public  annuities  for  long  terms 
of  years,  or  for  lives  that  may  fall  in  ;  and  like  wife  all  divi- 
dends now  payable  on  the  principal  or  capital  ftockof  fuch  pub- 
lic annuities  as  (hall  at  any  time  hereafter  have  been  redeemed 
or  paid  off  by  the  faid  commiffioners. 

•  §  4.  N.  B,  For  the  fake  of  brevity  and  of  perfpicuity,  I  (hall 
hereafter  call  the  faid  fum  of  one  million  annual  furplus,  toge- 
ther with  its  increafe'(by  the  falling  in  of  the  faid  annuities, 
and  by  the  faving  of  intered  upon  flock  redeemed)  the  free 
revenue. 

*  §  5.  The 
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«  §  5.  Thefaid  commiiHoners  are[dire£ied  by  the  bill  to  lay 
otit  the  faid  free  revenue  each  year,  in  the  piirchafe  of  fuch 
redeemible  pablic  dDHuicies  as  they  ftiall  *^  deeih  it  expedient" 
to  redeem* 

*  §  6,  If  the  faid  commiffioners  (hall  *♦  deem  it  expedient** 
to  purchafe  redeemable  public  annuities  which 'ihall  be  at  or 
above  par,  the  fum  to  be  applied  to  fuch  redemption  is  to  b^ 
equally  dillributed  on  every  hundred  pounds  of  fuchcapital  flock; 
and  public  notice  of  the  intention  of  the  faid  commiitioners  to 
redeem  fuch  dock  is  to  be  given  in  the  London  Gazette  fome 
weeks  before. 

*.  §  7,  But  if  the  faid  commiffioners  fhall  "  deem  it  expe- 
dient'*, to  apply  the  monies  to  the  purchafe  of  redeemable 
public  annuities  which  fhall  be  below  par,  then  the  free  reve- 
nue which  fhall  have  been  placed  at  the  bank  to  the  account 
of  the  faid  commiffioners,  between  certain  days  mentioned  in 
the  bill,  the  faid  commiffioners  are  pofitively  enjoined  by  th6 
bill  to  apply  V  to  the  purchafe  of  fuch  annuities,  in  equal  por* 
tions  (as  nearly  as  may  be)  on  every  day  (Saturdays  and  Mon« 
days  excepted)  on  which  the  fame  fhall  be  transferrable  between 
the  fifft  day  of  the  calendar  month  which  (hall  commence  next 
after  the  end  of  fuch  quarter,  and  the  firft  day  of  the  calendar 
mohth  which  fhall  commence  next  after  the  end  of  the  quarter 
next  enfuing." 

*  §  8*  The  account  of  the  ftock  redeemed,  &c.  is  to  be  laid 
each  year  before  both  houfes  of  parliament. 

*  §  9.  The  (rte  revenue  is  never  td  be  allowed  to  increafd 
to  more  than  to  the  fum'  of  four  millions  in  any  one  year,  and 
all  overplus  monies  (above  the  faid  four  millions)  are  to  be  dif^ 
pofed  of  as  parliament  fhall  dired* 

*  §  10,  The  firll  quarterly  fum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
fand  pounds  is  to  be  fet  apart  at  the  end  of  the  quarter  of  a 
year  wliich  will  end  on  the  5th  day  of  July,  in  this  prefent  year^ 
1786. 

*  The  fourth  quarterly  fum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  rhou- 
fand  pounds  will,  therefore,  be  fet  apart  on  the  fifth  day  of 
April  in  the  year  1787,  which  faid  fifth  day  of  April  1787  I 
ihall,  confequently,  confider  as  the  end  of  the  firft  year  of  this 
plan.' 

The  iirft  objcdion  which  earl  Stanhope  makes  to  Mr.  Pitt's 
pjan  is,  that  the  commiffioners  may,  by  means  of  the  powers 
given  them  by  this  bill,  make  large  fortunes  by  gambling  in 
the  public  funds.  In  fupport  of  this  afTertion,  he  obferves,  that 
the  commiffioners  will  know,  in  their  own  minds,  in  which 
of  the  public  funds  they  mean  to  lay  out  the  ix^^  revenue  ; 
but  the  public  will  not  know  their  intentions  in  that  refpedt. 
Confequently  the  commiffioners,  or  any  one  of  them  who  is  in 
poffefiion  of  this  important  fecret,  may  employ  unknown  and 
unfufpetled  agents  to  lay  out,  by  degrees,  vtx^  large  fums  of 
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money  in  that  flock  which  the  commiffioners  mean  to  redeem 
with  the  irtt  revenue.  Lord  Stanhope  difclaims  any  iniinu- 
ation  that  this  was  the  defign  with  which  the  bill  was  brought 
forwards  ;  or  that  any  of  the  refpeftable  perfons  who  arc 
meant  to  be  appointed  commifiioners  by  this  bill,  would  apply 
to  fuch  a  purpofe  the  powers  with  which  they  are  invefted  ; 
but  he  contends  that  the  bill,  in  its  prefent  form,  is  liable  to 
this  obje^ion. 

It  is  obfervable  that  this  objection,  fo  anxioufly  difplayed 
by  earl  Stanhope,  is  aftually  obviated  by  the  feventh  ar- 
ticle of  Mr.  Pitt's  bill,  as  recited  in  the  extraft  above  quoted 
from  his  lordfhip's  own  Obfervations.  The  moft  favourable 
fuppoiition  we  can  form  froni  fuch  condnA  is,  that  the  noble 
author  has  really  mifunderilocd  the  pailage  on  which  he  has 
been  commenting.  His  lordihip  feems  likewife  not  to  have  re- 
£eded,  that  when  a  fum  of  money  is  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of 
a  particular  (lock,  at  the  market-price,  if  prodiidive  of  any 
efFipdl,  it  not  only  raifes  the  price  of  that  individual  Hock,  but 
occafions,  in  fome  degree,  a  correfponding  rife  in  all  the 
flocks. 

If  we  admit  as  a  fadl,  what  is  generally  acknowledged,  that 
the  method  of  redeeming  the  public  debt  by  buying  up  of 
,  Itock  is  the  moil  eligible  expedient,  certainly  the  faithful  and 
judicious  application  of  the  finking  fund  could  not  be  more 
effedually  fecured  than  in  the  hands  of  fuch  commiflloners  as 
arc  appointed  by  this  bill  ;  perfons  not  only  perfedly  ac- 
quainted "with  tranfadions  of  this  kind,  but  of  the  mofl  re- 
fpedlable  fituations  in  life.  So  far,  therefore,  as  political 
wifdom  can  impofe  a  check  on  the  exertion  of  avarice,  the 
end,  we  muil  candidly  acknowledge,  appears  to  be  anfwered 
by  this  bill. 

We  now  proceed  to  the  fecond  objeflion  contained  in  the 
Obfervations. 

*  §  i6.  This  plan,  fays  our  author,  does  not  propofe  any 
converfion  of  flock  or  any  free  fubfcriptions  by  individuals ; 
therefore,  it  becomes  neceffary  to  confider  how  the  free  reve- 
nue can  be  applied  in  a  proper  way  under  the  powers  given  to 
the  commifTioners  by  this  bilK 

•  I  will  grant  that  they  will  buy  up  flock  judiciouily. 

«  I  will  fuppofe  that  the  plan  of  the  minifler  is,  firft  to  re- 
deem  25  millions  of  the  prefent  4  per  cents,  then  to  redeem  the 
17  or  i8  millions  of  the  prefent  5  per  cents,  (which  cannot,  by 
adl  of  parliament,  be  redeemed,  until  25  millions  either  of  the 
4  per  cents,  or  of  the  3  per  cents,  or  of  both,  fhall  have  been 
redeemed)— Then,.  I  will  fuppofe  that  the  remaining  7  or  8 
miliions  of  prefent  4  per  cents  be  redeemed  next ;  and  then, 
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that  the  free  revenue  be  applied  to  redeem  the  prefent  3  per 
cents. 

'  §  17.  As  foon  as  a  few  millions  of  the  prefent  3  per  cents 
ihall  have  been  paid  ofF^  the  free  revenue  will  have  increafed 
to  four  millions  per  annum  by  the  falling  in  of  annuities,  and 
by  the  faving  of  intereft  upon  the  co  millions  of  the  prefent  4 
and  5  per  cents,  added  to  the  original  million  annual  furplus. 
The  3  per  cents  will  then  rife  coniiderably ;  fo  large  a  fum  as 
4  millions  per  annum  being  applied  folely  to  the  redemption  of 
the  3  per  cents*  The  laft  3  per  cents  to  be  paid  off  would  be 
redeemed  at  par.  And  I  malce  a  fuppoiition  very  favourable 
indeed  to  Mr.  Pitt's  plan,  if  I  fuppofe  that  the  3  per  cents, 
under  the  circum dances  above  ftated,  would  be  redeemed,  on 
an  average,  fo  low  as  90, 

'  If  the  faid  four  millions,  free  revenue,  inftead  of  being 
applied  as  propofed  by  Mr.  Pitt  (fee  §  9)  were  to  be  allowed  to 
accumulate  at  compound  intered;  it  is  eafy  to  be  proved,  that 
the  3  per  cents  would  not  be  redeemed  fo  low  as  90,  upon  an 
average,  or  any  thing  like  it.  This  I  (hall  demonftrate  here* 
afcer«  But,  I  am  willing  to  give  every  advantage  poflible  to 
Mr.  Pitt's  plan.  Therefore  in  the  calculations  which  I  fliali 
make  hereafter,  I  fliall  fuppofe  that  he  does  redeem  the  3  per 
cents  at  90  upon,  an  average. 

*  §  18.  Now,  I  obje6l  to  Mr.  Pitt's  plan  upon  this  very 
ground,  viz.  that  his  plan  is  fo  contrived,  that  he  will  put  the 
nation  to  a  moil  enormous  expence,  in  redeeming  the  capital  of 
the  prefent  3  per  cents.  That  capital  is  no  lefs  a  fum  than  one 
hundred  and  eighty-fix  millions.  He  contrives  to  redeem  it  at 
90  on  an  average  ;  although  the  market-price  of  the  faid  3  per 
cents  is  a^ually  below  70.' 

So  far  as  we  have  occaiion  to  know  the  proceedings  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  we  have  never  heard'  that  Mr.  Pitt  has 
made  any  public  declaration  relative  to  the  order  in  which  he 
means  the  redemption  to  be  conducted  ;  and  we  ihould  be  of 
opinion,  that  to  leave  this  order  undetermined,  is  the  princi- 
pal objedl  of  the  plan  now  under  the  confideration  of  parlia- 
ment. As  it  is  impoflible  to  afcertain  at  a  diilant  period  Vvhich 
flock  might  be  purchafed  with  the  greatell  advantage  to  the 
public,  a  difcretionary  power  for  carrying  this  purpoie  into 
effeft,  muft  neceffarily  be  vetted  in  the  commiffioners  ;  for; 
ihould  they  be  pofltively  direded  to  purchafe  any  particular 
ilock«  the  confequence  is  obvious,  that  the  price  of  that  llock 
would  thence  be  liable  to  be  afFeded.  But  this  difadvantage 
is  precluded,  by  empowering  the  coriimiffiooers  to  apply  the 
free  revenue  to  the  purclifafe  of  what  ftock  they  judge  moft 
expedient.  Before  earl  Stanhope  had  affirmed,  that  the  plan 
now  under  the  cohfideration  of  parliament  will  put  the  nation 
\o  an  enormous  expence^  by  redeeming  the  capiul  of  the  pre- 
,  B  b  3  fcnt 

Digitized  byCaOOQl^ 


374       -5^^^  StanhopeU  Obfervations  on  Mr,  Pitis,  Plan*. 

fcnt  3  per  cents,  at  fo  high  ?in  average  as  90,  he  o.ng^t^  in  oar 
opinion^  to  have  proceeded  upon  more  certain  authority  thaa 
that  of  fuppofitionsy  fo  arbitrarily  aiTumed  as  thofe  in  the  pre- 
ceding extract. 

Lord  Stanhope  next  takes  a  view  of  the  general  principles 
on  which  the  refpcAive  plans  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  of  Mr.  Fox, 
are  founded,  He  infornw  us,  that  the  plan  of  Mr»  Fox,  fo 
far  as  he  has  been  able  to  collefl  it  from  the  fpeeches  of  that 
gentleman  in  the  houfe  of  commons^  is  to  difcharge,  in  time 
of  peachy  the  debts  contra6ied  in  time  of  war  ;  and  when  a 
new  war  arifes,  to  fufpend  the  payment  cff  the  debt,  that  the 
nation  may  enjoy  the  full  effeft  of  its  pecuniary  refources,  at 
a  period  when  it  has  the  greateft  occailon  for  every  poffible 
aiJiAance.  Mr.  Pitt's  plan,  on  the  contrary,  is  tq  continue  to 
difcharge  the  debt  without  any  interruption  in  time  of  war.— - 
Firft,  to  apply  only  one  million  annual  furplus  for  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  but  afterwards  to  apply  the  intereil  of  debt  which  (hall 
have  been  redeemed,  to  form  a  new  capital ;  or,  in  other 
words,  to  pay  off  the  debt  by  a  million  conftantly  applied  at 
compound  intereil ;  to  which  he  propofes  to  add  annuities  for 
long  terms  of  years,  and  for  lives,  as  fall  as  they  (hall  fall  in, 
in  order  to  quicken  the  operation  of  the  new  finking  fund, 
which  he  propofes  to  eftabliflu  His  lord(hip  next  enumerates 
the  jidvantages  which  Mr.  Pitt  may  urge  in  fupport  of  his 
principle ;  but  concludes,  ^everthelefs,  with  declaring,  that 
however  much  he  approves  of  the  principle  of  Mr,  Pitt's  bill, 
he  difapproves  of  the  bill  itfelf,  which  he  confiders  as  totally 
inconfiftent  with  the  principle  on  which  it  is  fuppofed  to  be 
founded. 

If  we  rightly  under(tand  earl  Stanhope  in  the  diftin£Uon 
which  he  makes  between  the  principle  of  Mr.  Pitt's  plan  and 
the  plan  itfelf,  he  ineans  to  obferve,  that  according  to  the 
principle  of  Mr.  Pitt's  plan,  the  finking  fund  ihould  be  iur 
alienable  in  time  of  war,  but  that  the  plan  itfelf  affords  no 
fecurity  for  this  objeft.  What  greater  fecurity  can  be  ob- 
tained  for  this  or  any  other,  jpeafure  of  government,  than  a 
folemn  ad  of  the  legislature,  we  muft  leavp  to  earl  Stanhope 
to  determine ;  obferving  only,  that  in  our  opinion  Mr.  Pitt 
has  endeavoured  to  fortify  his. bill  with  every  fandlion  which 
can  contribute  to  render  the  free  revepue  inalienable.  If  his 
lordftip  knows  of  any  other  means  than  the  authority  of  par- 
liament, the  public  wOittld.dpabtlefs  be;  fpuch  obliged  for  fq 
eiTential  a  communication.  But  if  he  does  not,  we  mud  ac- 
knowledge it  feem^  very  unc^ix^id  to  convert  a  defed  of  the 
confiitution,  or  rather  of  all  h^^aua  inll^t^tipns^  intp  fin  ob-» 
iedion  ?gainft  Mr.  fitt's  plaq, 
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Earl  Stanhope  having  ftated  the  outlines  of  his  obje£lions  t^ 
Mr.  Pitt's  plan,  proceeds  to  develope  the  principles  of  a  plan 
formed  by  himfelf  for  the  difcharge  of  the  national  debt. 
Thefe  principles  are  included  in  two  propofitions,  which  his 
lordfhip's  parental  fondnefs  has   dignified  with   the  title  of  . 
axioms,  though  nothing  can  be  more  remote  from  that  appella- 
tion, in  point  of  truth,  concifenefs,  or  perfpicuity.    The  pe- 
rufal  of  his  lordfhip's  plan  might  afford  fubjedl  for  a  variety 
of  remarks ;  but  we  fhall  only  mention  one  inconfiilency.    He 
had  previouily  objected  to  Mr.  Pitt's  plan,  that  it  would  put   < 
the  nation  to  an  enormous  expence,  by  redeeming  the  capital 
of  the  prefent  3  per  cents   at  fo  high  an  average  as  90.     But 
afterwards,  in  explaining  his  own  plan,  he  forms  a  calculation 
of  the  3  per  cents,  being  at  any  price  under  100.     What, 
therefore,  he  had  imputed  to  Mr.  Pitt's  plan  as  a  defedl,  he 
is  obliged  to  admit  may  happen  to  his  own,  in  a  more  extraor- 
dinary  degree ;  unlefs  by  Tome  fortunate  means  he  can  keep 
down  the  price  of  flocks,  or  provide  for  the  additional  expence 
occafioned  by  their  rife. 

The  fcheme  which  the  noble  author  propofes  is,  that  new 
books  (hould  be  opened  at .  the  bank,  ^  and  that  all  fubfcribers 
of  jcol,  Ihould  be  entitled  to  receive  4  per  cent,  per- annum, 
intereft.  That  thofe  perfons  only  ihould  be  permitted  to  fub- 
fcribe,  who  ihould  a^ually  be  holders  of  3  per  cent,  (lock,  and 
who  fhall  be  willing  ro  convert  the  faid  ftock,  which  now  bears 
intereft  at  3  per  cent,  into  thofe  4  per  cents,  which  he  would 
diftinguiih  by-  the  name  of  The  Nenv  Four  per  Cents,  And 
every  perfon  who  fhall  thus  voluntarily  furrender  400I.  of  the 
prefent  3  per  cents  (the  intereft  of  which  400I.  at  3I.  per  an- 
num for  each  icoL  is  izl.  per  annum),  fhall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive 300I.  of  the  new  4  per  cents,  the  intereft  of  which  would 
amount  to  12L  per  annum.  We  fhall  lay  before  our  readers 
an  extraft  from  the  Obfervations  on  this  fubjed. 

*  §  36.  The  firft  queftion  that  I  fhall  be  afked  will  be,  what 
means  I  am  to  ufe  to  induce  the  holders  of  the  prefent  3  per 
cents  to  make  this  converfion,  by  which  the  faid  holders  of  the 
prefent  3  per  cents  will  be  brought  voluntarily  to  furrender,  in 
the  manner  above  mentioned,  400I.  capital  for  300!.  capital ; 
or  in  other  words,  voluntarily  to  furrender  looK  of  prefent  3 
per  cents  for  75I.  of  the  new  4  per, cents? 

*  My  anfwer  is,  I  fhall  make  it  their  intereft  fo  to  do,  as  I 
fhall  demonftrate  by  calculations  hereafter. 

*  §  37*  A  perfon  not  well  verfed  in  calculations  of  this  kind 
may  naturally  fay,  that  there  muft  be  fome  fallacy  in  my  cal- 
culations ;  inafmuch,  as  it  cannot  be  for  the  intereft,  both  of. 
the  -ftockhoider  and  of  the  public,  that  this  propofed  conver- 
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lion  ihonid  take  place.  That,  if  it  be  not  for  the  intereft  of 
^he  public,  it  ihoald  not  be  done  at  all.  And  that  if  it  be  noc 
fpr  the  intereitof  the  (lockholdery  he  (the  ftpckholder)'will  not 
fubfcribc, 

*  To  which!  reply,  that  (ingular  as  it  mgy  (at  firft  fight)  feem 
to  feme  people,  yet,  upon  a  very  little  confideration,  it  will  ap- 
pear, that  both  the  public  and  the  ftockholder  will  be  gainers 
by  this  propofed  bargain  ;  and  for  this  reafon,  namely,  becaufe 
the  public  has  it  (moil  fortunately)  in  its  power  to  give  to  the 
holder  of  3  per  cent,  Hock,  that  which  it  will  not  coil  the  pub- 
lic any  thing  to  give,  but  which  it  will  be  very  advantageous  to 
the  faid  ftockholder  to  receive.  And  this  is  the  hing^  upon 
which  the  whole  of  my  plai^  ti;rns,  I  will  now  explain  (his  dif^ 
tinaiy. 

*  §  38.  Thf?  pature  of  the  agreement,  which  now  fubfifts 
|)etween  the  (lockholder  and  the  public,  is  this. 

*  The  public  has  promifed  ppay  3  pounds  per  annum  as  in« 
tcreft  for  every  looK  capital  of  confolidated  3  per  cents  (for  in- 
ilance),  The  public  has  promifed  alfo  never  to  pay  ofi^  this 
lool.  capital  at  lefs  than  lool.  unlefs  the  holder  of  that  flock, 
for  the  time  being,  fhall  be  willing  (at  any  time)  to  accept  of 
lefs  than  the  faid  lool.  But,  the  public  has  not  promifed  to 
pay  off  the  faid  capital  upon  demand.  The  public  has  not  pro* 
jnifed  to  pay  pff  the  faid  capital  either  on  any  fixed  day,  or  within 
any  given  time.  And  the  public  has  not  bound  itfelf  to  pay  off 
the  faid  copfolidated  3  per  cents  in  any  given  order.  But,  the 
public  are  at  perfedl  liberty  to  give  the  preference,  in  that  tcU 
pcdt,  to  whichever  of  the  holders  of  the  faid  3  p^r  cents  the 
public  may  dee|n  it  ej^pedient  to  prefer. 

*  Therefore,  what  the  public  has  to  give  to  the  holder  of 
confolidated  3  per  cents,  and  which  it  will  coft  nothing  to  the 
public  fo  to  give,  is  the  right  of  priority  of  redemption.  .  But 
this  right  of  priority  of  redemption  is,  however,  of  great  value 
%o  the  faid  holder  of  3  per  cent,  flock  to  receive.' 

Earl  Stanhope  afcribes  to  this  fcheme,  of  priority  of  re- 
demption, an  extraordinary  efficacy,  of  which,  if  maturely 
ponfidexed,  there  fee|ns  very  little  reafon  to  expeft  that  it  would 
ever  be  produdlivef  Jnftead  of  the  priority  of  redemption 
being  an  attradive  objeft  to  the  flockholdcrs,  we  may  fafely 
^ffirm  that  the  flockholdcrs  in  general  are  far  from  entertaining 
any  defire  that  their  flock  fhould  be  redeemed.  His  lordfhip, 
however,  flufhed  with  the  idea  of  its  powerful  operation,  cen- 
fures  the  conduft  of"  Mr.  Pitt,  for  not  propoling  to  parliament 
a  plan  pf  converfion,  before  there  was  any  expedlation  of  a 
finking  fund  ;  be;paufe  the  profpeft  of  redemption  raifes  the 
funds,  and  prevents  an  advantageous  bargain  with  the  ftock- 
Jiolders.  The  noble  author  appears  not  to  be  aware  of  the 
)Conie(|uence  which  would  hgve  naturally  refulted  from  fuch 
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Conduft.  In  propofing  to  parliament  fuch  a  converiion,  pre- 
paratory to  the  inftitution  of  a  finking  fund,  Mr.  Pitt  muH: 
have  prepoftcroufly  publilhcd  to  the  world  a  defign,  which 
would  have  entirely  fruflrated  every  beneficial  eiFeft  of  the 
propofal.  His  lordfhip's  arguments  are  not  more  fatisfaftory 
in  a  number  of  other  particulars,  which  it  would  be  tedious  to 
enumerate.  We  have  already,  we  fear,  trefpafTed  too  much 
upon  the- patience. of  our  readers  on  this  fabjeA.  Before  we 
conclude,  we  (hall  therefore  only  obferve  in  general,  that  thefe 
Obfervations  are  far  from  evincing  fuch  a  degree  of  political 
fagacity  as  ought  to  have  accompanied  an  addrefs  to  the  public 
on  a  fubjedl  of  fo  great  national  importance. 

A  Short  Answer  to  Earl  Stanhope* 5  Ob/er'vations  en  Mr,  Pitt*s 
Plan  for  the  ReduStion  of  the  National  Debti  Svo*  is.  6J» 
Cadell. 

/^N  examining  this  pamphlet,  we  find  that  (everal  of  the 
^^  remarks  which  it  contains  have  been  anticipated  in  our 
review  of  the  preceding  article.  In  giving  an  account  of  it, 
we  ihall  therefore  confine  ourfelves  to  fuch  parts  as  do  not  in- 
terfere with  the  obfervations  already  fuggefled  on  the  fubje^. 
We  fhall  firfl  fubmit  to  our  readers  the  author's  obfervations 
on  earl  Stanhope's  firft  axiom,  which  are  as  follow. 

**  When  a  commodity,  which  is  intended  to  be  purchafed, 
is  cheap,  it  ought  to  be  bought  before  it  becomes  dear.  And 
if  the  party  intending  to  purchafe  has  not  money  fufficient  to 
buy  the  commodity  forthwith,  he  ought  to  bargain  for  it ;  the 
price  ought  to  he  fixed ;  and  the  time  in  which  the  money  is 
to  be  paid  ought  to  be  corre^lly  afcertained." 

'  This,  which  he  calls  an  axiom,  is  deficient  in  that  clear- 
nefs  and  fimplicity  which  ihouid  conftitute  the  very  eflence  of 
fuch  propofitions,  and  as  far  as  it  applies  to  the  prefent  quef- 
tion  it  refls  entirely  on  a  fallacy. 

*  The  price  of  any  commodity  to  be  delivered  at  a  giv^n 
time  does  not  depend  on  the  a6lnal  price  which  it  bears  when 
the  bargain  is  made,  but  on  the  price  which  the  parties  bar- 
gaining fuppofe  it  will  bear  at  the  time  when  it  is  to  be  deli- 
vered. This  confideration  enters  into  the  calculation  made  by 
the  perfon  contradling  to  deliver,  as  well  as  into  that  made  by 
the  perfon  contracting  to  purchafe.  No  advantage  therefore 
nccefTarily  ari fes  to  the  buyer  from  making  a  time  bargain  at 
the  period  when. the  commodity  is  cheap.  If  the  future  value 
•of  the  commodity  can  be  known  with  certainty,  both  parties 
will  avail  themfeJves  of  that  knowledge  at  the  time  of  making 
•  the  bargain,  and  no  advantage  will  arife  to  either  from  the 
prefent  value  ;  if  the  future  value  i$  matter  only  of  €onje6iure. 
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and  fpeculation,  both  p^ies  will  fpeculate  upon  it,  and  th^ 
peculation  of  the  buyer  may  be  falfe  as  well  aa  that  of  th^ 
ieller,  T^ic  axiom  is  not  therefore  ^eperalJy  true.  It  is  no^ 
true  in  the  particular  inftance  to  which  lord  Stanhope  applie* 
it,  becaufe  the  future  price  of  ftock  is  matter  entirely  of  fpe- 
culation  and  conjedure.  If  the  price  of  3  per  cents.  Ihouid 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  rife  confiderably  above  its  prefent 
value,  the  ilockholder  who  had  accepted  lord  Stanhope's  of- 
ler,  and  fold  at  75,  would  lofe,  and  the  public  would  make  a 
proportionable  profit.  If  on  the  other  hand  the  price  of  3  per 
cents,  (hould  in  the  fame  period  fall  confiderably  below  its 
prefent  value,  the  flockholder  felling  now  at  75  would  gain, 
and  the  public  would  lofe  exadily  in  the  fame  proportion. 

«  Lord  Stanhope's  axiom  is  not  therefore  true  in  this  cafe, 
nnlefs  the  public  had  any  means  of  fpeculating  on  the  future 
price  of  (tockwith  greater  certainty  than  the  Ilockholder:  but 
the  public  has  no  fuch  means.  If  therefore,  on  jud  grounds 
of  calculation,  lord  Stanhope* s  offer  to  the  3  per  cent,  ftock- 
holders  of  7  5  per  cent,  is  only  equal  to  the  probable  average 
value  of  that  Itock  during  the  period  of  redemption,  the  pub- 
lic gain  nothing  by  making  the  bargain  now  ;  but  if  it  is  lefs 
than  fuch  probable  value,  that  is,  if  his  fcheme  is  more  pro- 
fitable to  the  public  than  purchafing  the  ftock  gradually  at 
prices  which  it  ihall  bear  at  the  feveral  times  of  purchafe,  the 
itockhblders  mud  neceifarily  lofe  ;  there  is  therefore  no  ground 
to  fuppofe  that  the  ilockholder  will  accept  it.  And  this  laft 
feems  in  fad;  to  be  the  cafe.' 

The  remarks  which  occur  in  the  anfwer,  immediately  af- 
ter this  extraft,  are  likewife  worthy  of  notice. 

*  In  feft.  34,  lord  Stanhope  accufes  Mr.  Pitt  of  having  fuf" 
fered  the  time  to  pafs  when  the  3  per  cents,  were  at  (  o,  with- 
out ever  attempting  to  fix  their  price  ;  that  is,  without  taking 
any  meafure  which  fhould  have  prevented  their  rifmg  higher: 
hi&  lordfliip  complains  that  Mr.  Pitt  has  raifed  the  3  per  cents, 
from  60,.  he  might  have  faid  from  55,  to  70.  I^  believe  that 
this  is  the  iirft  time  any  miniftcr  was  ever  blamed  for  having 
raifed  the  public  credit  of  the  country  :  Mr.  Pitt,  by  propoiing 
efficient  taxes  ;  by  checking  the  praSices  of  illicit  trade,  and 
\tf  a  general  and  uniform  attention  to  the  colledion  of  our 
revenue ;  by  the  encouragement  of  our  commerce,  and  by  the 
cilablifhment  of  ilri£l  oeconomy  in  all  the  various  departments 
of  the  ilate,  has  added  15  per  cent,  to  the  value  of  the  3  per 
cent,  flocks;  he  has  confequentiy  increafed  all  the  other  pro- 
perty in  the  kingdom,  if  not  precifely  in  the  fame  proportion, 
certainly  to  a  confide rable  amount :  he  has  not  only  made  the 
income  of  the  country  equal  to  its  expenditure,  but  has  alfo. 
procured  a  furplus  of  a  million  per  annum,  to  be  employed  in 
the  redu6ltoa  of  the  national  debt.  Such  condud  earl  Stan- 
hope coftiidf  rs  31  a  fit  fabjed  of  ferioas  acicu&tion  :.  he  gravely 
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complains,  that  Mr.  Pitt,  by  raiiing  the  flocks,  has  wafted 
i8,6oo,oool.  of  the  public  money.  1  rejoice  that  his  lord- 
ihip  feels  himfelf  compelled  to  acknowledge,  thas  the  prefent 
price  of  the  ftocks  is  otving  to  thofe  wife  and  vigoroas  mca- 
iures  which  Mr.  Pitt  has  adopted.  I  believe  that  the  people 
of  England  will  readily  forgive  Mr.  Pitt  for  having  brought 
public  credit  into  its  prefcnt  iituation  :  they  will  not  be  dif- 
pofed  to  attend  to  lord  Stanhope's  attacks,  when  they  know 
that  the  principal  ground  of  his  accufation  is,  that  Mr.  Pitt 
has  raifcd  the  3  per  cents,  from  60  to  '70;  nor  will  they  be 
more  difpofed  to  liften  to  lord  Stanhope's  own  plan  of  redemp' 
tion,  when  they  underiland  that  his  profefled  objed  is  to  de- 
prefs  the  value  of  the  public  funds,  or,  in  other  words,  to 
make  in  this  commercial  cquntry  the  intereft  of  money  as  high 
as  poffible.  ^ 

*  Let  us  however  fuppofe  that  Mr.  Pitt  hapkift  year  attempted 
to  convert  the  3  per  cents,  into  fome  higher  ftock,  and  that  the 
inducement  propofed  had  been  that  which  is  recommended  by 
lord  Stanhope — priority  of  redemption.  We  muft  recollect  that 
laft  year  our  income  was  by  no  mean^  equal  to  our  expenditure, 
and  that  the  idea  of  a  finking  fund  of  a  million  per  annum^ 
was  treated  by  many  as  chimerical :  under  thefc  circumftances, 
is  it  probable  that  priority  of  redemption  would  have  operated 
as  an  inducement  to  convert  ?  Such  a  preference  would,  I  be- 
lieve, at  any  time  have  very,  little  ened ;  but  at  a  moment 
when  there  was  no  finking  fund,  nor  much  hope  of  one  in  the 
minds  of  moft  men,  an  offer  of  converting,  upon  the  condition 
fif  being  fir  ft  paid,  would  have  been  received  with  ridicule  and 
ifontempt.* 

The  author  places  in  a  very  clear  and  ftrong  light  the  fal- 
Jacy  of  earl  Stanhope's  principle,  refpedling  the  priority  of 
redemption  ;  and  we  have  the  pleafure  to  find  that  he  coin-> 
cides  in  opinion  with  the  fentiments  which  we  have  ex« 
prefled, 

*  It  is  aflerted  by  his  lord  (hip,  fays  he,  that  the  right  of  prio- 
rity of  redemption  is  of  great  value  to  the  ftockholders.  This 
is  by  no  means  true  in  general :  that  there  are  certain  ftock- 
holders who  may  wifh  to  be  paid  off,  either  from  a  want  of  their 
money,  or  a  readinefs  to  alienate  if  they  can  derive  any  prefeat 
advantage,  I  do  not  deny  ;  but  I  contend  that  the  ftockholders 
in  general  are  not  defirous  of  their  ftock  being  redeemed.  A 
moment's  refledliori  will  convince  us  that  this  muft'  neceffarily 
be  the  cafe.  The  intereft  arifing  from  the  public  ftocks  in  moil 
cafes  conftitutes  a  confiderable  part  of  their  annual  income,  and 
fupplies  them  With  the  means  of  fubfiftence.  The  nature  of 
thd  fecurity,  the  eafe  with  which  the  principal  is  invefted,  and 
the  punduality  with  which  the  interefl  is  paid,  are  circumftan- 
pes  which  render  the  public  ftocks  more  convenient  and  defir- 
^ble  to  many  perfons  than  any  other  mode  of  lending  their 
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money.  Priority  of  redemption  would  by  no  means  operate  as 
an  inducement  to  convert  with  perfons  of  this  defcription  ;  nor 
would  the  threat  of  poftponing  the  payment  of  their  principal 
to  a  very  diftant  day,  if  they  refufe  to  convert,  in  any  degree 
induce  them  to  accept  the  propofed  terms  of  converiion :  nay^ 
I  am  convinced,  that  even  that  eloquent  ipeech,  delivered  ia 
earl  Stanhope's  bell  manner,  which  his  lordfliip  reprefents  him- 
felf  as  making  to  an  obdinate  ilockholder,  would  not  prevail 
upon  him  to  change  his  determination.  Priority  of  redemption, 
abftradedly  confidcred,  is  certainly  nothing  for  the  public  to 
give  ;  and  as  far  as  the  generality  of  ftockholders  are  concerned » 
it. is  Wprfe  than  nothing  to  receive.  It  appears,  therefore,  that 
this  priority  of  redemption,  which  lord  Stanhope  is  fo  anxious 
to  bring  into  the  market,  does  not  promife  to  be  a  commodity 
of  a  very  valuab4[^ature :  its  noble  inventor  feems,  indeed, 
deeply  impreiTed  with  the  idea  of  its  merit ;  he  regards  it  with 
a  parental  fondnefs,  and  attributes  to  it  qualities  which  exifl 
not  but  in  his  own  imagination. 

♦  Since,  however,  priority  of  redemption  is  the  chara£teriftic 
and  leading  principle  of  his  plan,  let  us  coniider  it  in  another 
point  of  view.  If  early  redemption  be  really  an  objciit  to  the 
fiockholders,  they  will  only  be  difpofed  to  convert,  whilft  they 
know,  by  the  quantity  of  flock  already  converted,  that  their  own 
flock,  if  Converted,  will  foen  come  in  courfe  of  payment:  when 
therefore  there  is  a  confiderable  quantity  of  flock  already  convert- 
ed, aperfon  who  knows  that  he  fhall  foon  want  bis  money,  wiJJ 
in  that  cafe  look  only  to  the  felling  of  his  flock,  and  will  there- 
fore have  no  inducement  to  convert.  Thus  this  boafled  induce- 
mentof  priority  of  redemption  cannot,  from  its  nature,  prevail 
to  any  great  extent ;  it  is  weakened  by  every  opcrati  -n,  and  very 
foon  becomes  too  languid  to  have  any  effect. 

'  I  admit,  that  whilfl  the  flocks  are  at  7c,  if  lord  Stanhope's 
terms  of  converfion  were  propofed,  a  certain  quantity  of  flock 
would  be  fubfcribed  :  the  amount  of  that  quantity  wouid  depend 
upon  this  circumflance ;  whilil  any  flockholder  thinks  that  his 
Hock,  if  convened,  will  come  in  courfe  of  payment  before  the 
market  price  of  the  3  per  cents,  rifes  to  75,  fo  long  the  fubfcripr 
tion  will  continue  j  not  becaufe  the  flockholder  wants  his  money, 
or  cares  about  the  priority  of  redemption,  on  any  other  account, 
except  that  by  converting  on  thefc  conditions,  he  is  certain  of 
felling  out  at  75,  and  hopes  to  buy  again  into  another  flock  un- 
der that  pince ;  but  the  moment  a  flockholder  thinks  that  by  the 
time  the  prefcnt  converted  flock  is  paid  off,  the  3  per  cents,  will 
be  at  75,  from  that  moment  he  will  refufe  to  fubfcribej  or,  in 
other  words,  whilft  the  terms  of  converfion  are  di Advantageous 
to  the  public,  fo  long  the  fubfcriptions  will  continue;  but  the 
moment  the  terms  would  ceafe  to  be  difadvantageous  to  the  pub- 
lic, fiom  that  moment  the  fubfcription  would  alfo  ceafc  The 
fad  is,  that  the  fiockholders  will  not  convert  under  an  engage- 
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inent  to  receiv^  their  capital  at  a  diftant  time,  except  upon  teiins 
of  a  mofl  exU^vagant  nature. 

*  To  put  the  abfurdity  of  this  plan  in  a  ftill  more  flriking  point 
of  vietv,  let  us  fuppofe  that  this  mode  of  conVerdon  is  adopted ; 
let  us  alfo  fuppofe  that  fome  years  hence,  when  the  (inking  fund 
has  coniiderably  increafed,  a  war  fhould  break  ouf«  and  conti- 
nue eight  years ;  that  the  ftocks  are  15  per  cent,  under  the  price 
of  converfion,  and  that  zo  millions  are  difcharged  during  tbefe 

,  eight  years  of  war ;  under  thefe  circumftances,  none  of  which 
are  of  an  improbable  nature,  there  will  in  that  fhort  period  be  a 
lofs  of  three  millions  to  the  public.  This  may  ferve  as  a  fpe- 
cimenof  lord  Stanhope's  oeconomical  plan  of  redemption.* 

In  treating  of  the  comparifon  between  Mr.  Pitt's  plan  and 
earl  Stanhope's^  the  author  likewife  makes  fome  ju/l  and 
forcible  remarks.  He  ob(erves,  that  his  lordfiiip's  firil  caU 
culation  is  made  upon  the  hypotbefis  of  converting  the  three 
per  cents  at  j^y  without  any  bonus;  and  by  fuppoiing  that 
his  own  plan  pays  off  at  75,  and  that  Mr.  Pitt's  pays  oiF  at 
90,  he  Ihews  that  the  clear  gain  by  his  plan  is  36,768,046!. 
His  lordfhip's  moderation,  fays  the  author,  has  been  very 
great  in  making  this  hypothefis  ;  for  he  might  as  well  have 
fuppofed  a  cafe,  by  which  he  would  have  gained  100  mil- 
lions. He  obferves,  that  earl  Stanhope's  plan  does  not  in 
any  degree  tend  to  keep  down  the  market-price  of  the  three 
per  cents. :  that  the  circumilan^e  of  their  not  being  in 
courfe  of  redemption  will  not  have  this  eiFedl ;  for  if  a  holder 
of  the  three  per  cents,  happens  to  want  his  money,  he  may 
fell  his  ilock  in  the  market :  that  the  fair  comparifon  of  the 
two  plans  would  be,  to  fuppofe  the  fame  price  of  flocks  in . 
the  operation  of  both;  and  that  on  this  hypothefis,  the' ad- 
vantage  muft  be  in  favour  of  Mr.  Pitt's  plan,  as  there  muil 
always  be  fome  lofs  attending  the  converfion.  Earl  Stanhope, 
he  obfertes,  feems  to  ackhowledge,  that  this  lofs  would  be 
about  two  per  cent,  which  upon  186  millions,  the  quantity 
of  the  prefent  three  per  cents,  would  amount  to  3,720,0001* 

The  author  next  enquires  how  far  lord  Stanhope's  propo- 
ial  will  render  the  finking  fund  inalienable. 

*  The  principles  of  this  plan  being,  fays  he,  admitted,  its  ef- 
fect will  b&  liable  to  ceafe  at  any  time  when  the  flock  which  has 
been  actually  fubfcribed  fhall  have  been  redeemed  ;  for  the  le- 
giflature  may  at  any  time  ena6t,  that  no  more  ftock  fliall  be  con- 
verted. I  hs^ve  before  proved,  that  it  could  never  happen  that 
ilock  would  be  fubfcribed  to  a  large  amount,  except  when  fuch 
a  fubfcription  would  be  exceedingly  injurious  to  the  public.  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  the  free  revenue  is,  by  the  principles 
of  this  plan,  rendered  inalienable  to  a  very  fmall  degree  ;  or  if 
it  were  to  be  rendered  inalienable  to  a  conliderable  extent,  it 
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would  caufe  an  enormous  waftc  of  public  money.  It  will  b* 
ihewn  hereafter,  that  if  the  new  ftock  fhould  be  above  par» 
which  is  probable  in  time  of  peace,  this  plan' does  not  give  the 
flighted  fecurity  againft  the  ahenation  of  the  iinking  fund.  The 
chief  danger,  however,  of  alienation  is  in  time  of  war.  When- 
ever a  war  fliould  break  out,  the  ftocks  would  iiaturally  fall  to  a 
very  conliderable  degree ;  and  fuppofing  lord  Stanhope's  plan 
to  have  been  previoufly  eftabliflied,  the  converfion  would  then 
be  made  at  a  very  great  lofs  to  the  public.  Theminifter  would 
have  this  fubftantial  reafon,  in  addition  to  thofe  mentioned  by 
his  lordfhip,  for  interrupting  the  progrefs  of  the  finking  fund, 
and  applying  the  free  revenjie  to  the  expences  of  the  war.  The 
inifchiefs,  therefore,  which  might  befal  this  country  by  the  ali- 
•  enation  of  the  free  revenue,  are  much  more  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  adoption  of  lord  Stanhope's  plan  than  of  Mr.  Pitt's  ; 
more  efpecially  as  lord  Stanhope  dircds  that  the  free  revenue 
fiiould  accumulate  without  limit,  whereas  Mr.  Pitt's  plan  con- 
fines it  to  four  millions  per  annum. 

«  This  argument,  however,  proceeds  on  the  fuppofition, 
grounded  on  the  arguments  above  ftated,  that  the  whole  of  the  3 
per  cent,  ftock  would  not  be  immediately  fubfcribed,  nor  indeed 
any  confiderable  part  of  it,  except  fo  much  as  might  infure  the 
being  paid  on  higher  terms  than  the  rate  of  flock  at  the  time  of 
fubfcribing. 

*  I  will,  however,  for  the  fake  of  argument,  fuppofe  that  the 
whole  is  immediately  fubfcribed.  There  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
proving  that  in  this  cafe  the  iinking  fund  is  fo  far  from  being 
made  inalienable,  that  lord  Stanhope  has  left  it  open,  and  that 
too  immediately  to  the  operation  of  the  very  fame  cauies  which 
produced  the  alienation  of  the  finking  fund  under  the  admiui- 
ftration  of  fir  Robert  Walpole.' 

The  limits  of  a  Review  will  not  permit  us  to  give  a  minute 
detail  of  all  the  remarks  which  we  think  worthy  of  attention. 
On  this  account,  we  ihall  only  fubjoin,  for  the  fatisfadion 
of  our  readers,  thofe  made  by  the  author  on  lord  Stanhope's 
aflfertion,  that  his  plan  is  advantageous  to  the  ftockholder. 

*  With  a  view  to  eflablifh  the  propofition,  **  that  his  plan  is 
advantageous  to  the  ftockholders,"  he  feems  very  anxious  to  re- 
fer his  readers  to  the  two  tables  contained  in  Appendix  No.  21, 
and  explained  in  Appendix  No.  20.  As  thofe  two  tables  are 
formed  upon  the  fuppofition  that  all  the  3  per  cents,  will  be  con-* 
verted  at  75,  and  as  it  has  been  proved  that  Hock  to  a  confider- 
able amount  will  certainly  not  be  fubfcribed  upon  thofe  terms, 
all  conclufions  derived  from  fuch  an  hypothefis  deferve  no  at- 
tention. If  lord  Stanhope  had  employed  a  very  fmall  part  of 
that  time,  which  he  has  wailed  in  thefe  chimerical  calculations, 
in  alking  perfons  converfant  in  bufinefs  of  this  fort,  whether  it 
was  probable  that  the  proprietors  of  3  per  cent,  flock  would 
BOW  enter  into  an  agreement  to  have  their  flock  redeemed  at  the 
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rate  of  75  for  every  looL  twenty  or  thirty  years  heace,  he 
miglit  have  fpared  himfelf  the  trouble  of  rcafoning  upon  fuch 
groundlefs  affumptions.  Having  however  made  this  improbable 
hypothefis,  he  uiU  feels  himfelf  under  the  neceffity  of  prac- 
tifing  a  very  curious  manoeuvre.  Whilft  he  is  difcharging  tho 
converted  four  pet  cents,  he  fufFers  his  free  revenue  to  accumu- 
late without  limit :  but  this  mode  of  proceeding  will  not  an- 
fwer  the  purpofe  of  the  comparifon  which  he  now  wants  to 
make ;  nor  indeed  will  Mr.  Pitt's  limit  of  4  millions  per  an- 
num fuit  his  prefent  defign.  In  (hort,  any  free  revenue  above 
two  millions  per  annum  will  overturn  his  whole  fyflem  ;  there 
fore,  fays  he,  I  will  limit  the  free  revenue  to  the  fum  of  two" 
millions  per  annum,  when  there  are  no  converted  four  per 
cents.  By  t4iis  limitation  in  the  cafe  mentioned  in  Appendix 
No.  20,  the  national  debt  will  not  be  difcharged  in  Icfs  than 
one  hundred  and  feventeen  years.  In  that  cafe,  by  comparing 
the  value  of  75I.  added  to  its  accumulated  intereft  to  be  received  ^ 
at  the  end  of  twenty  years,  with  90I.  added  to  its  accumulated 
intereft  to  be  received  at  the  end  of  ninety -one  years,  be  hopes 
to  prevail  upon  the  ftockholders  to  accept  his  terms  of  conver- 
fion.  The  reft  of  his  comparifons  are  formed  upon  hypothefes 
equally  unfair  and  improbable.* 

From  the  parts  we  have  exhibited  of  this  anfwer,  our  rea- 
ders will  perceive,  that,  the  author  has  clofely  examined  earl 
Stanhope's  Obfervations,  and  has  refuted,  with  much  force  of 
argument,  the  feveral  propofition^  of  the  noble  author.  We 
are  totally  unconcerned  with  the  interefts  and  views  of  con- 
tending parties  in  the  ftate  ;  but  cannot  be  indifi'erent  to  the 
fate  of  public  meafures  of  the  greateft  confequence  to  the 
nation ;  and  when  there  come  before  us  fuch  produdions  as 
are  calculated  to  miflead  the  judgment,  it  is  our  duty  to  bring, 
forward  thofe  obfervations  which  tend  to  remove  the  decep- 
tion; 

Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  Arthur  AJhley  Syhs,  D.  D. 
By  John  Dijhey,  D.  D.  F.  S.  A.  8w.  5/.  in  Boards*  John- 
fon. 

THIS  writer  informs  us  that  he  <  did  not  undertake  to 
pay  this  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  8ykes,  from  that 
partiality  to  his  character,  which  is  fometimes  the  refuh  of  per* 
fonal  knowledge,  or  a  pcrfed  fimilarity  of  fentiment ;  but  from 
an  high  and  general  regard  for  the  great  learning  an^i  zeal  which 
appear  in  his  defences  of  the  religion  of  Chrift,  the  rights  of  Pro- 
teftantifm,  and  the  civil  liberties  of  his  country.  Nor  does  he, 
by  any  means,  make  himfelf  refponfible  for  any  particular  opi- 
nions maintained  by  Dr.  Sykes,  either  of  a  civil  or  religious  na- 
ture ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  will  be  found  to  differ  frem  him  up- 
on many  very  important  fubjc6ts,  both  in  religion  and  poHtics.* 

*  And 
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*  And  I  fcruple  not,  ftys  Dr.  Difncy,  with  a  manly  liber-* 
ality,  to  declare  myfelf  to  be  above  the  little  limitations  of  an 
cxa£t  agreement  in  opinion  as  the  teft  of  my  efteem  arid  regard 
for  any  worthy  character.  I  believe  all  the  works  of  Dr.  Sykes 
to  have  been  defigned  by  him  to  advance  fcriptu'ral  knowledge 
and  the  full  liberty  ofprofeffing  our  religious  faith;  or  to 
itxv^  the  caufe  of  our  civil  liberties.* 

If,  by  *  the  full  liberty  ofprofeffing  our  religious  faith,'  T^r. 
,  Difney  means  the  moft  perfaEl  toleration  confiflent  with  an 
enlarged  national  eftablifhment,  he  has  probably  not  exceed* 
ed  the  liberality  of  Dr.  Sykes'^  fentiments.  It  is  not  eafy  to 
imagine,  when  we  coniider  the  integrity  of  his  charader,  that 
he  could  have  reconciled  notions  lefs  retrained  with  his  re- 
peated fubfcription  to  the  thirty-nine  articles  under  any  con- 
drudlion  he  himfelf  can  have  allowed  to  this  a£l. 

Mr.  Sykes  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  born  in  London,  about 
theyear  1684.  He  was  inftitutedat  St.  Paul's  School  in  gram- 
msfiKkl  and  claffical  learning,  and  iiniihed  his  education  at 
Corpus  ChrifU,  or  Benet  college  in  Cambridge.  He  was  for 
fome  time  engaged  as  one  of  th&  affiftants  at  St.  Paul's  fchool, 
but  finding  the  coniihement  of  this  charge  inconfiftent  with 
the  profecution  of  his  private  iludies,  he  gave  it  up.  He  re- 
ceived his  firft  ecclefiaftical  preferment,  the  vicarage  of  God- 
merlham  in  Kent,  from  Dr.  Tennifon,  arcbbifliop  of  Canter- 
bury. After  thefe  circumflanccs.  Dr.  Difney  proceeds,  in 
his  firft  chapter,  to  take  notice  oF  Mr.  Sykes's  earlieft  publi- 
cations, theological  and  political ;  the  diftinguifhed  part  he 
took  in  the  Bangorian  controverfy ;  his  next  promotions  in  the 
church  ;  his  tra£b»  in  the  cafe  of  Dr.  Bentley,  his  Modeft  Plea 
for  the  Baptifmal  and  Scripture  Notion  of  the  Trinity,  aad 
Vindication  of  Scripture  Doxologies. — The  fecohd  chapter 
gives  an  account  of  his  controverfy  with  Mr.  Rogers,  on 
Church-power ;  of  his  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  oc- 
cafioned  by  a  motion  made  by  the  Archdeacon  of  London,  at 
his  Vifitation  for  the  City-clergy,  to  return  their  thanks  to  his 
lordfhip  for  his  anfwer  to  Mr.  Whifton,  concerning  the  Eter- 
nity of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Mr.  Sykes's  appoint- 
ment  to  the  morning  preacherfhip  at  Ktng's-ftreet  chapel ;  his 
controverfy  with  Dr.  Waterland  on  Subfcription ;  Letter  on  the 
Quaker's  Bill;  his  preferments  in  the  church  of  Salilbury,  and 
notice  of  two  Occafional  Sermons,  are  the  remaining  fubjeds 
treated  in  this  chapter.  In  the  next  we  are  made  acquainted 
with  his  appointment  to  the  affiftant  preacherfiiip  at  St.  James's 
church ;  the  publication  of  his  Eflay  on  the  Truth  of  the 
Chriftian  Religion;  his  taking  the  degree  of  doftor  in  divi- 
nity at  Cambridge;  his  performance  oa  the  True  Grounds  of 
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the  Expcftaiion  of  the  Me  (fid  h ;  two  Affize  Sermons,'  and  his 
fiulogium  of  Dr.  Clarkcf—iThe  contents  of  the  fourth  chap* 
terare.  Dr.  Syk'es's  Controvcrfy  with  Dr.  Waterland^  in  Con<* 
fequence  of  Dr.  Clarke's  Expoiitioriof  the  Church  Catechifm  ; 
his  Controvcrfy  with  Mr.  Whifton,  Mr^  Chapfnan,  andother?^ 
concerning  the  Eclipfe  mentioned  by  Phlegon  ;  two  Trafts  re-, 
lating  to  Dt,  Rundle's  being  refafed  the  Biftioprick  of  Glo*. 
cefter;  and  two  others,  on  the  Reafonablenefs  of  Repealing 
the  Corporation  and  Tell  A£ls,  and  their  Non-importance  to  * 
the  Church  of  England,  and  his  Enquiry  into  the  Meaning  of., 
the  Demoniacs  in  the  Ne^  Teflament,  and  Controverfy  witH 
Mr.  Whillon,  Mr.  Twclls,  and  others,  in  Confequeoce  of  it. 

*  Dr.  Sykes,  following  the  opinion  of  the  eminently  learned 
Mr.  Jofeph  Mede,  fliews,  that  *'  demons,"  lignificd  limply  th& 
fouls  of  departed  men,  who  were  no  more  mortal,  being  tranf- 
lated  out  of  this  life ;  and  were  names  given,  (from  fuppofed 
invilible  caufes,)  to  vilible  elfeds,  which  appeared  in  v^n^uS 
fhapesy  as  epilepfy,  raadnefs,  melancholy,  and  other  difoJKrs 
of  the  mind  and  body ;  and  that  this  was  equally  the  meaning  of^ 
the  Greeks  and  Romans.  He  then  enquires  into  the  meaning 
affixed  to  the  word  by  the  Jews,  as  found  in  the  Old  Teftament, 
as  alfo  in  Joftphus,  wh»ch  correfponds  with  thofe  of  both  the 
Greeks  and  Romans.  He  afterwards  proceeds  to  examine  tbj5 
feveral  paflhges  in  the  Golpels  and  the  Ads,  where  demons  oc. 
demoniacs  are  fpoken  of,  all  of  which  he  underftands  as  mean- 
ing the  fouls  ('pirits)  of  dead  men,  which  were  confidered  as  the 
caufe,  the  iiDaginaiy  caufe  ;  and  epilepfy  or  madnefs  the  efFe6t 
proceeding  from  that  caufe.  The  gener^  objedions  and  diffi- 
culties ift  the  way  of  this  interpretation  are  very  candidly  pro- 
duced, andnrranged  in  five  fcparate  arguments,  with  their  ref- 
pedlive  ^nfwers  annexed.' 

In  the  fifth  chapter,  is  mentioned  Dr.  Sykes's  promotion  to 
the  rural  deanery  of  St.  Burien,  in  Cornwall,  and  to  a  pre- 
bend of  Winchefter.  This  is  followed  by  fomc  account  6f 
his  publication  of  the  Principles  and  Connexion  of  Natural 
and  Revealed  Religion.  His  **  Brief  Difcourfes  on  Miracles.'* 
•'  Rational  Communicant."  Controverfy  with  Mr.  Warbur- 
ton  on  his  Account  of  the  Condud  of  the  Ancient  Legifla* 
tors;  of -the  double  Dodrine  of  the  Old  Philofophers  ;  of 
the  Theocracy  of  the  Jews  ;  and  of  Sir  [faac  Newton's  Chro- 
nology. Thefe,  with  two  Trafts  on  the  Toleration  of  the 
Papills,  and  Thankfgiving  Sermoa  at  VVincheller,  on  the  Sup- 
preilion  of  Rebellion,  form  the  contents  of  the  lixth  chapter. 
The  feventh,  eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth,  give  the  Hiftory  of  . 
hijs  Efiay  on  Sacrifices,  and  of  the  fnare  he  took  in  the 
cpntroverfy  which  followed  Dr.  Middleton's  Free  Enquiry  in* 
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'  CO  the  Miraculous  Powers.— Of  his  Paraphrafc  aad  Notes  up- 
on the  Epiftle  to  the  Hebrews. -^Of  his  Scripture  Dodlrifieof 
the  Redemption  of  Man,  by  Jefus  C^rift.— Of  his  Trad!  oa 
Confirmation^  and  a  pofthomous  work  entitled.  An  Inquiry 
when  the  Refurrc^ibn  of  the  Body,  or  Fleih,  was  firft  inferted 
into  the  Public  Creeds.  This  lail  piece  was  publifhed  from 
the  author's  manufcript  by  his  brother,  G.  Sykes,  A.  M;— ^la 
the  next  and  lafl  chapter  are  related  fome  circumftances  of  Dr. 
Sykes's  death,  followed  \jj  a  fummary  review  of  his  moral 
and  literary  charafter. 

Our  read-ers  will  obfervc,  from  the  epitome  above,  chiefljr 
collected  from  the  contents  of  the  fcveral  chapters,  that  there 
are  no  incidents  in  l>r.  Sykes's  life  calculated  to  furprifc  or 
Amufe  the  imagination*.  His  whole  hiilory  is  comprifed,  like 
that  of  moft  churchmen  diftinguiflied  by  Hterary  attainments, 
in  their  fuccefllve  ecctefkftical  promotions,  and  the  publica- 
tion of  their  works.  From  the  author's  account  of  Dr.  Sykes's 
numerous  performances,  the  world  will  conceive  a  very  ad- 
vantageous opinion  of  his  learning  and  abilities,  and  every 
good  man  will  hear  with  pleafure,  that,  *  in  all  his  various 
political  debates  and  literary  eontroverfies  he  always  conduct- 
ed himielf  with  temper  and  good  manners  towards  his  ad- 
verfaries,  infomuch  that  it  will  be  difHcult  to  find  one  fingle 
ipftance,  wherein  he  exceeded  the  bQunds  of  decorum  and  ci- 
vility.' 

Dr*  Difney,  and  thofe  refpe£lable  perfons  who,  from  mo- 
tives of  conicience,  have  chearfully  refigned  the  emoluments 
of  a  churcheftablifhmcnt,  many  of  the  doftrines  of  which 
they  diffent-  from,  may  be  allowed  to  avail  themfelves  with  no 
ill  grace  of  any  recommendation  which  the  name  of  fo  able  a 
controverfialift  as  Dr.  Sykes  can  lend*  to  their  opinions  ;  but 
we  cannot  help  thinking,  that  the  controverfialift  himfelf  would 
have  given  the  moft  unqueftionable  proof  of  his  own  perfeft 
conviction  of  their  truth,  had  tht7  moved  him  to  place  him- 
felf in  the  fame  confcientioos  predicament. 

Thefe  Memoirs  are  written  in  an  agreeable  and  unaffected 
ftyle,  and  in  fuch  a  manner  as  (hews  the  author  to  want^  nei- 
ther difcernment  nor  moderation.  His  reviews  of  Dr.  Sykes's 
numerous  performances  are  frequently  entertaining,  and  fur- 
nifh  much  information  relative  to  the  literary  hiftory  of  the 
time  in  which  he  wrote,  on  political  as  well  as  theological 
lubjeCts. 
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POLITICAL. 

OhfervatioHs  on  the  Commutation  Proje^.     By  Thomas  Hates  RouSj 
\E/f.     fFith  a  Supplement.     Svo^^    is.     Debrett. 

WE  think  that,  ia  the  title,  Mr.  Rous  treats  a  political 
plan  oF  great  magnitude  with  difrefpefl — which  is  the 
more  unjuftifiable,  as  his  obfirvatlons  by  no  means  prove  that  it 
deferves  the  degrading  term  of  a /r^V5. 

That  the  tax  on  windows,  called  the  commatation  tax,  is 
partial  and  oppreflive,  may  be  allowed  |  we  are  not,  however, 
to  examine   the  impoit,  but  only  the   aece0ity  of  a  change. 
The  two  great  objedions  of  Mr.  Rous  are,  that  we  Intro- 
duce  a  luxury  injurious  to  health  ;    and  that,  ia  purfuit  ot 
it,  we  fquander  awav  a  great  revenue.     We  have  had  occafion 
to  examine  both  poiitionn  with  Come  care,  from  adual  expe<« 
rience,  and  ftiall  (hortly  Hate  the  refult  of  our  enquiries.     In 
general,  it  may  be  alledged,  that  tea  does  little  harm.     Tka 
llrong  infufions  of  the  finer  forts  are,  we  believe,  injurioud ) 
and  a.very  great  exceft  of  any  |H|t,  like  any  other  exgefs,  may 
weaken  the  conftitution.     ThWrom plaint),  which  follow  tea* 
drinking,    are  more  often  owing  to  the  fmoggler's  mixtures 
than"*to  tea  itfclf,  and  Hill  more  frequently  to  its  fubftitutfon 
for  animal  food.     Where  tea  is  commonly  fmuggled,  and  the 
fmuggled  fort  is  drank,  we  find  more  complaints  arife  from  ic 
than  in  other  parts :  the  complaints  too  are  not  thofe  which 
may  be  fuppofed  to  follow  tea,  but  which  arife  from  fubftaoces 
not  alimentary.    Mr.  Roa^  is  right,  when  he  obferves  that,  ia 
the  inland  counties,  tea  is  now  more  generallv  drank;  but  he 
is  wrong  in  fuppofing  the  revenue  will  fuifer.     A  labouring 
man  wants  fomething  more  fubliantial ;  and,  if  any  part  of 
the  revenue  really  fuifers,  it  will  be  that  arifing  from  fpirits, 
probably  a  luxury  more  pernicious  than  even  tea.     We  know 
that,  in  the  fmuggling  counties,  it  has  not  fuperfeded  the  ufeof 
beer  ;  and  that,  in  thefe  places,  other  cordials  are  uncommon « 
The  changes,  however,  introduced  in  the  inland  counties,  will 
lead  us  to  fufped  the  accuracy  of  that  calculation,  which  de- 
duces the  quantity  of  tea  formerly  drank,  from  the  proportional 
quantities  lately  fold. 

The  fecond  objedion  is,  ^Ve  believe,  equally  erroneous.  He 
fuppofes  the  fmuggler  carries  bills  out  of  the  kingdom.  Ge- 
nerally, perhaps  univerfally,  he  does  not :  fo  that,  however 
great  the  revenue  may  appear  which  is  now  fent  to  China^  that 
formerly  fent  fi'ora  the  kingdom  probably  exceeded  it,  becaufe 
the  foreign  merchant  received  a  profit.  The  fmuggler*s  profit 
alfo,  in  part  only  centres  in  this  kingdom.  There  is  one  means' 
by  which  we  already  perceive  the  drain  of  fpecie  from  the  king- 
dom will  increafe.  People  now  ufe  finer  teas  than  formerly i 
becaufe  they  are  bought  at  nearly  the  fame  prl^e^     . 

Cc2  Mr. 
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Mr.  Rous  thinks  that  the  revenue  might  have  been  increafed 
by  lowering  the  duties  in  part  only,  and  following  that  mea- 
fufe  with  other  falutary  regulations.  We  think  that  the  pro- 
pofed  plan  would  not  have  fucceeded  for  this  reafon,  that  tea  is 
flill  fmuggled  in  fm^U  quantities.  The  fmuggler,  while  the 
market  is  open  for  brandies,  would  have  poured  in  his  teas  by 
the  fame  conveyance,  which  he  would  have  fold  low,  by  hjfcv* 
ing  previoufly  adulterated  them.  At  the  former  rate  it  is  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  fmuggler,  confidering  his  rifks,  had  little  pro- 
fit;  but  Mr.  Rous  feems  not  to  Wve  e.yamined  the  fyftem  at- 
tentively. 

We  have  thus  given  a  fummary  view,  with  remarks,  on  the 
Obfervations  before  us.  We  have  not  entered  into  the  argu- 
ments for  the  change.  In  a  national  View,  they  are  ftrong  and  " 
weighty  :  it  is  not  one  of  the  Ipaft,  that  the  informations,  dur- 
ing the  laft  war,  given  to  the  enemy,, were  chiefly  by  means  of 
ftnugglers. 

We  fhall  not  enlarge  on  the  new  t^x  on  windows ;  it  is  nei- 
ther a  prudent  nor  a  political  one  ;  but  our  arguments  are  not 
likely  to  convince  thofe  whofe  dilty  it  is  to  decide  on  the  me- 
thods of  improving  the  reveni|e«^ 

.  '!;■*>  « 

The  Commutation' ASi  candidty  At^Jercd^  in  its  Principles  and  Ope* 

rations:  'heing  an  Anfwer  to^  and  Confutation  ofy  a  Pamphlet ^ 
intitkdy  ^he  Principles  of  the  Commutation- AH  efahlifhed  by 
Fa£ls.    By  Francis  Barings  Efq,    Svo*    is,  6d»    Robin fbns. 

This  pamphlet  is  defigned  to  anfwer  that  lately  publiihed  by 
Mr.  Baring,  and  is  introduced  by  a  dedication  to  the  duke  of 
Northumberland.  We  muft  not  fuppofe  it  to  be  ironical,  be- 
catife  the  author  has  figned,  what  appears  to  be,  his  real  name  ; 
but  mud  obfcrve,  that  what  fo  much  refembles  irony,  a  plain 
man  may  readily  miAake  for  it. 

The  remarks  are  more  certainly  ir6nical ;  but  they  relate 
chiefly  to  the  tax,  which  has  been  impofed  initead  of  the  duties 
on  tea.  Mr.  Thompfon  examines  Mr.  Baring's  obfervations  on 
this  fubjeft,  with  great  acutenefs  and  feverity  ;  but  not  always 
correftly,  or  with  good  humour  and  liberality. 

As,  in  the  former  article,  we  dednded  from  the  quantity 
annually  confumed,  by  obferving  that^the  confumption  is  now 
more  general  ;  fo  our  author  dedudts  more  from  it,  by  confider- 
ing the  quantity  of  fadlitious  teas,  commonly  called  SnK>uch. 
The  manufacture  was  indeed  confiderable,  though  Mr.  Thomp- 
fon has  rated  it  too  high.  But  we  confider  it  as  one  of  the 
great  advantages  of  the  commutation  tax,  to  have  crufhed  fo 
pernicious  an  evil. 

The  author  is  too  violent  to  be  always  right :  he  advances 
no  new  fac^s,  nor  does  he  ftate  the  queftion  in  a  clear  light. 
We;  can  only  hope,  that  if  it  be  determined  to  commute  the 
taxes  on  other  articles,  that  the  new  impoft  will  be  more  equa- 
bly laid,  and  lefs  opprcffivc  in  its  efFe<5ts. 
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Imprtfs  of  Seamen,  Qpnjiderations  on  its  Legqlity^  Policy^  and 
Operation,  Applicable  to  the  Motion  intendeaio  he  made  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons^  on  Friday^  \zth  May  1786,  hy  William 
Pulteney^  Efq.     %ifo.     \s,  6d.     Debrett. 

The  imprcfling  of  feamen  is  fo  flagrant  a  viofBtion  of  j)er- 
fonal  liberty,  that  nothing  but  the  moft  tirgent  fituation  of 
JMblic  affairs  can  juftify  the  recourfe  to  fuch  a  pradice.  Pro- 
f^fals  for  remedying  this  evil  have  been  feveral  times  fubinitted 
to  the  confideration  of  the  Jegiflature,  but  without  the  deiired 
effedl.  In  examining  this  il!bjc6l,  the  author  now  before  us 
takes  a  wide  view  of  the  privileges  to  which  every  member  of 
the  Britiih  dominions  is  entitled,  not  only  by  the  political 
equality  which  they  enjoy  from  nature,  but  by  the  pofitive  de- 
^iaratioaof  Magna  Charta,  Waving,  however,  the  arguments 
rcfpeding  the  legality  of  the  imprels,  which  certainly  cannot 
be  maintaij^d  upon  any  principle  of  the  Britiih  coniiitution, 
we  (hall  prefent  our  readg-s  with  the  author's  remarks  on  fome 
particular  inconveniencies  to  whic^  the  pra6i:rce  of  imprefiing 
feamen,  in  this  cotiotry,  may  henceforth  be  liable. 

'  Circumflances,  fays  he,  have  arifen  iince  the  late  war, 
which  places  the  iroprefs  in  a^fw  point  of  view,  and  which 
require  a  very  mature  confideraMln^  Thefe  are. the  alterations 
in  the  political  fituation  of  |his  kingdom  with  refpedi  to  Ireland 
and  America;  from  both  of  which  we  derived  a  \ery  confider- 
able  part  of  our  naval  ftrength.  With  refpecSk  to  the  former, 
this  change  of  political  circumllances  muft  afie6l  the  imprefs, 
both  in  its  principle  and  operation.  The  latter  may  in  fome 
degree,  as  far  as  example  can  induce,  make  againfl  the  prin- 
ciple ;  for  furely  in  America  an  imprefs  can  never  be  fuppofed 
to  take  place  ;  but  be  that  as  it  may,  i^  will  certainly  prove  a. 
material  obilacle  in  its  operations.  The  recognition  of  America,  > 
as  a  fcparate  (late,  totally  independent  of  this  kingdom,  places 
the  natives  of  that  country  in  the  fame  fituacion  with  thofe  of 
any  other  foreign  iiate  ;  and  thoufands  of  feamen  may,  by  in- 
tercourfe  between  America  and  Great  Britain,  be  at  different 
times  in  the  latter  during  a  future.war.  If  an  imprefs  takes 
place,  how  are  the  Americans  to  be  diftinguiftied  by  officers 
upon  that  fervice  ?  or  rather,  how  are  they  to  difprove  the  affer- 
tion  of  any  man  they  are  atten^pting  to  imprefs,  who  declares 
himfclf  to  be  an  American  ;  the  fimilarity  being  fo  gre^at  in 
their  figure,  complexion,  language,  manr.ers,'  and  habits,  as 
to  render  it  impofiible  to  diftinguilh  the  one  from  the  other  ? — 
Is  it  becaufe  he  cannot  produce  a  regifler  of  his  baptifm,  that 
you  can  pronounce  nim  an  Englidiman  ?  or  can  you  for  want 
of  that,  or  other  fufficient  evidence,  compel  him  to  fcrve  ;  or 
pafs  any  law,  which  fhall  place  him  under  the  neceffity  of  pro- 
ducing it,  any  more  than  you  would  a  native  of  France,  Spain, 
or  Holland  ? — Does  not  this  circuififtancc  prefent  the  certainty 
of  a'conftant  fcene  of  confufion,  an  opening  left  for  tvtty  Bri- 
tiih feanian,  who  is  not  abfolutely  known,  or  by  fome  pecu- 
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tiaritv  ev]4enUy  di0ipg»t(hed»  to  take  ad^atita^e  of,  and  tlierebj 
avoid  the  {crv'icc  ?^  x 

It  is  fufficient  to  obierve  with  regard  to  this  pamphlet*  that  ^ 
the  author  contends,  with  a  iib^ai  fpirit  of  freedom,  for  the 
abolition  of  a  pra^ice,  not  more  defpotic  in  its  principle  than 
replete  with  foch  opprcffion  as  is  a  difgrace  to  humanity.  He 
defcribes,  in  a  llrong  and  alFedting  manner,  the  e5ctremc  hard- 
Ihips  of  which  it  is  well  known  to  be  produftivc  ;  and  he  likewise 
evinces,  that  the  great  expence  attending  it,  ought,  upon  '^ 
jaft  efUmation,  to  diminifh  the  ompion  of  its  fuppofed  utility, 
when  compared  with  other  methods  which  have  been  fuggefted 
of  procuring  feamen  in  time  of  war* 

Inf trier  Politics.  Wtffj  an  JppendiXy  containing  a  Plan  for  fht  Re- 

JuBion  of  the  National  Debt.    By  Heivlif?^  Lu/on,  of  the  Navy-.' 

Office*    %vo.    2u  dd.    Bladon* 

Under  the  veil  of  an  unafiumitig  title,  this  t%^  contains 
fome  difquifitions  of  efiential  concern  to  the  public.  The 
author  expofes,  very  clearly^  .the  fources  of  that  wretchednefs 
and  profligacy  which  fo  much  prevail  among  th«  poor  in  the 
capital  and  its  environs  ;  and  he  points  out  the  probable  means 
by  which  thofe  baneful  eiFc^  might  be  obviated.  He  is  of 
opinion,  that  if  every  parilli  W9rc  obliged  to  maintain  the  poor 
Tefidiog  in  it,  at  the  tine  they  become  chargeable,  fuch  a  re- 
gulatioa  could  not  fail  of  being  accompanied  with  the  raoft 
falutary  confcquences.  For,  every  pariih  being  obliged  to  main- 
lain  its  own  poor,  and  every  inhabicant  being  a  parifliioaer, 
t^e  firil  e^rt  of  parochial  economy  would  be,  to  permit  no 
beggars  to  inhabit  it  who  were  capable  of  Working  for  their  liv- 
ing ;  and  it  would  make  them  regard  the  manners  of  the  com- 
mon people  with  the  mod  vigilant  attention ;  well  knowing, 
ihat  if  the  parents  be  idle,  or  fpcnd  in  drink  the  produce  of 
their  labour,  by  which  their  families  (hould  be  fupported,  the 
pariih  where  they  live  muft  maintain  them. 

We  fubmit  to  our  readers  the  few  following  obfervations  and 
fa£l,  as  they  confirm  what  has  often  been  aiTerted  with  refpc^ 
to  parochial  embe^sslementr 

*  On  a  moderate  calculation,  it  may  be  computed,^  that  at 
leaft  one  eighth  part  of  the  immenfe  fum,  annually  levied  on 
the  inhabitants  of  London  and  its  environs  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  poor,  is  expended  in  feaAing  the  col}e^ors  and  their 
adherents,  and  other  mifapplications  and  impoiltions  to  which 
the  public  is  liable  ;  for  heavy  and  arbitrary  fines  are  levied  oa 
thofe,  who,  difdaining  to  abet  a  fpecies  of  robbery  they  are 
unable  to  prevent,  ref(|fe  to  fevve  with  fuch  unworthy  col- 
leagues. Parish-offices  are  ufually  performed  by  a  junto  of 
mercenary  tradefmen  and  mechanics,  who,  not  content  with 
expending  the  money,  with  which  they  are  entrulled,  in  their 
luxurious  and  extravagant  entertainmentS|  make  it  the  princi- 
pal bufinefs  of  thofe  ipeetings  to  cp|itriye  unnecefTar^  placs  of 
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parockial  expencct  of  whkk  themfelves  are  to  be  the  prqjed* 
•rsy  the  comptrolLerSy  the  operators,  and.  the  paymaftcrs. 

*  To  thofe^  who  think  this  eftlmate  of  parochial  gluttony 
and  imposition  too  hi^h,  the  follomng  fad,  which  can  be  eiU* 
blifhed  by  inconteftibie  evidenoey  is  rubmitted  by  way  of  apo-^ 
logy.  The  writer  is  credibly  informed,  that,  in  a  parish  not 
many  miles  from  London,  the  inhabitants  paid^  in  the  year 
178^,  as  a  compofitlon  for  repatriog  the  highways,  apwards  of 
120I.  of  which  fum,  75I.  were  pnovad  to  have  been  fpent  in 
different  entertainments,  at  the  fame  time  that  fgroe  of  ths 
roads  in  that  pariih  were  not  pnly  impaiiible,  but  a  nuifance  to 
the  inhabitants  who  had  houfes  contiguous  to  them,  and  who 
paid  their  part  of  the  compofition.  tint  then  the  reader  is  re- 
quelled  to-. remember,  that  thefe  were  not  highways,  but  by- 
ways;  and  therefore  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  the  furveyor^ 
would  make  a  mifapplication  of  the  public  money,  by  laying 
out  any  part  of  it  in  mending  them.' 

This  author's  obfervations  rcfpcdting  the  penal  laws  are  not 
lefs  judicious^than  thofe  which  relate  to  the  treatment  and  main- 
tenance of  the  poor.  He  defcribes,  in  pathetic  terms,  the  great 
hardships  and  pernicious  effects,  of  which  the  prefent  legal 
fyftem,  in  criminal  cafes,  is  prodnflive  ;  and  for  this  defed, 
likewife,  he  propofes  fuch  falutary  regulations  as  are  highly 
worthy  of  attention.  Mr.  Lufon's  plan  for  the  redudion  of 
the  national  debt,  is  hot,  in  our  opinion,  equally  eligible  with 
his  other  propofals. 

jfn  Accozmt  of  the  gallant  Defence  made  at  Mangalore  in  the  Eaji 
Indies ;  againji  the  united  efforts  of  the  French  and  the  Nahok 
Tipfo  SuliaUf  by  a  Detachment  of  his  Majefiy*s  and  the  HmQUf" 
able  the  Eaft  India  Company* s  'Iroops^  under  the  Command  of  th$ 
late  Colonel  John  Campbell*  By  a  BritiJb  Officer.  817^.  i^s.fevjedm 
Bach  u fit.  ' 

The  defence  related  by  this  Britilh  officer  was  made  againft 
the  upited  efforts  of  the  Prench,  and  the  nabob  Tippo  Sultan, 
by  a  detachment  of  his  majefty's  and  the  Ealt  India  company's 
troops  under  the  command  of  the  late  colonel  John  Campbell,' 
major  of  the  Azd  (or  Royal  Highland)  regiment  of  foot,  in 
May,  1783.  In  this  narrative  the  good  conduct  of  colonel 
Campbell,  with  the  bravery,  as  well  as  paiHve  fortitude,  of 
himfelf,  the  officers,  and  the  troops,  are  placed  by  the  author 
in  fuch  a  light  as  does  the  higheit  honour  to  their  zealous  and  , 
noble  exertions  in  the  fervice  of  their  country.  The  4jBd  regi- 
ment has  long  been  diftinguiihed  for  valour  in  the  field;  and 
has  now,  likewife,  evinced  its  heroiim  in  luilaining,  with  un<* 
remitting  ardor,  the  diilrefie^t  of  a  tedious  defence. 

The  Hijlory  of  a  Revolution  at  Naples.    Small  8vo.     u.  6d* 
Ridge  way. 
The  worfl  motives  could  only  have  induced  the  compilers  to 
colled  the  fa£b  here  detailed,  and  of  which  the  tendency  is 
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tpo  pointedly  clear  to  be  miftaken^r  B\iv  it  fortunately  http^ 
pens,  that  malignity,  in  ,its  cagemefe'  to  deftroy,  overfiioots 
its  mark  ;  for  few  would  eiveii  >ptirdiafe  Tucccfs/  at  (o  great  an 
expence*  The. force  of  politi<:iiHe«^n^sare|  however,  much 
weakcBied  ;  'fpr  the  world  now.iees  that  the  di Terence  betweea 
parties  oonfifts  entirely  in  the  one  vbeihg- in  place,  and  the  other 
out*  If  the  heads  of: the  different  leaders  were  fawed  afunder, 
and.the  f^pparated'parts  applied  to  ttlie.antagoniA,  it  would  be 
of  little  confequence  ;  for,  as  Swift  obfprves  when  he  mentions 
the  fchcmc,  that  as  for  the  integrity  or  informatioo,  contained 
in  thefe  heads  of  oppofite  parties,  ;to:  his  knowledge  there  was 
little  difference.  *       '    ; 

Letters  on  Exceffi've  Taxation,  ^00,  2/,  6V.  Fryer. 
This  writer,  who  aflumes  the  name  of  Philanthropiil,  is,  it 
feems,  or  imagines  himfelf  to  be,  in  the  pofTeirion  of  a  fecrer^ 
which,  according  to  his  fariguine  expedations,  would  relieve 
the  nation  from  all  ita  political  cliflrefcs,  After  many  fruitlefs 
^ipplications  on  this  fobjed  to  perfons  of  high  rank,  he  now 
exhorts  the  people  to  appoint  one  gen-tleman  out  of  every 
county  to  receive  his  propofal,  and  determine  concerning  its 
efficacy.  We  much  fear  tha?  Philanthropift  will  long  find  oc- 
cafioij  to  reiterate  his  appeal  to  the  public,  before  be  can  pro- 
cure ftch  a  ^opgrefs.  ,  '       - 

Tax  dn  retail  Sbofis ;  or^  the  Plunderers  of  India  ereBing  the  Stand-^ 
ard of  Peculation  in  Great  Britain.     Svo,     is.     Ridgway. 

Old  Square  Toes,  as. this  author  calls  himfelf,  aiFe&  to  be 
ft  fhrewd  policician  ;  but  he  difcoyers  much  ilronger  fymptoms 
of  prejudice  and  ill«founded  conceptions^  than  of  political 
knowledge  or  fagacity, 

j^n  Authentic  Account  of  the  Delates  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  Fe- 
hruary  zn^   i^c,  on  the  propofed  Flan  of  Fortifications*     8vtf. 
2j.  bd,     Ridgway. 
This  Account  has  the  appearance  of  being  faithful,  and  may, 

therefore,  afford  fatisfaftion  to  thofc  who  are  particularly  inter- 

eiled  in  the  debate  relative  to  the  plan  of  fortifications  by  the 

duke  of  Richmond. 

The  havocs  Diffofal  of  a  Perfon^s  Eftate  voho  dies  ivhhout  prUl  or 

Tejlament*     The  Second  Edition,     To  ivhich  is  added^  the  Dif- 

pofal  of  a  Ferfon^s  Eftate  i\}ho  dies  without  l^'ill  and  Teflament^ 

By  Feter  Lovelafs,     Svp,     3 J.  6d,     Buckland. 

This  is  another  edition  of  a  work,  reviewed  in  our  Number 

for  March  laft,  entitled,  •  The  Will  which  the  Law  makes.* 

To  which  is  now  added,  Inflruftions  relating  to  the  difpofal  of 

an  eftate,  either  real  or  perfonal,  with  forms  of  wills,  codicils, 

&c.  The  work  is  executed  with  care  and  accuracy  ;  but  we  mull 

ftill  alledge,  that  the  beft  inflruitions  are  infufficient,  without 

profeffionai  knowledge,  and  a  proper  education, 

"    ^"    '  Jn 
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An  Enquiry  into  the  Influence  wLich  Enclofures  hante  had  upon  the 
Pctpulation  of  England.  By  the  Rev.  J.  Howleit.  Svo.  lu 
Richardfon. 

Mr.  Hewlett,  whofe  examination  of  the  population  of  Eng- 
land has  fo  materially  elucidated  the  fubjcdl  in  this  little  trad^, 
endeavours  to  obviate  the  gloomy  apprchenfions  of  thofe  who 
look  on  enclofurcfi  as  the  bane  of  increafing  numbers ;  and  the 
provifion  for  raifing  additional  food,  as  the  furcft  means  for 
ieiTening  the  number  of  mouths  which  are  to  confume  it.  In- 
deed, if  any  great  error  was  committed  in  this  way,  it  would 
correct  itfelf.  •  Enclofing  would  not  be  encouraged  if  provifions 
were  not  at  a  high  price ;  and  the  pradice  muft  foon  ceafe  wheo 
it  becomes  fo  difadvantageous,  . a5.it  would  be,  if  it  tended  to 
depopulate,  ■     '     '  ' 

Mr.  jHowlett  has  combated  Dr.  Price,  who  has  continued  to 
reprint  his  opinions,  though  their,  fallacy  has  been  often  dc- 
monftrated,  by  adual  enquiries,  in  thofe  pariihes  where  enclof- 
ing has  been  mott  general.  His  letters  were  not  confined,  but 
extended  to  every  pari  (fe  which  the  Journals  of  theHoufo  of 
Commons  told  him  had  applied  for,  and  obtained  bills' of  en - 
clofare.  His  enquiries  were  not,  however,  generally  anfwered. 
The  anfwers  to  about  ninety  which  be  received,  are  thrown  into 
the  form  of  a  table,  and  compared  with  parilhes,  in  the  Tame 
county,  not  recently  inciofed. '  For  obvious  reafons,  he  has 
avoided  taking  into  his  calculation  the  large  Aourifhing  towns 
of  Birmingham,  Sheffield,  Mancheller,  &c. 

*  In  thiS'  table  we  fee  that  the  recently  enclofed  parilhes  hsLve 
vaflly  .the  advantage  of  thofe  which  have  not  been  recently  en- 
clofed. The  baptifms  in  the  89  parifhes  of  the  former  defcrip- 
tion,  during  the  fire  years,  beginning  with  the  year  1760,  to 
the  baptifms  during  the  Hve-  years  beginming  with  1775,  or 
^yfSf  are  nearly  as  100  to  121  ;  whereas  in  the  ^490  or  the 
latter,  for  the  fame  periods  refpe^ively,  the^advance-isonly  as 
100  to  1C9  ;  that  is,  the  enclofures  are  increafed  more  thaa 
-|th,  the  non^iuiclofures  fcarcely  r^tb..  This  is  furdy  little  lefs 
than  abfolute  demonflration  of  the  point  in  queflion,  the  influ- 
ence of  enclofures  upon  the  population  of  this  kingdom,  and 
that,  fo  far  from  having  diminilhed,  they  have  much  increafed 
it.  It  is  alfo  to  be  obArvcd,  that  the  increafe  from  hence  arifing 
is  certainly  greater  than  here  appears  ;  becauie  thofe  enclofures 
which  converted  arable  to  pafture,  mud  have  leflened  the  em- 
ployment of  the  inhabitants,  and  of  courfe  their  number,  in 
the  feveral  parilhes  in  which  they  refpeftively  took  place,  and 
proportionably  augmented  *nd  employed  thofejn  parifhes  where 
enclofures  had  not  taken  place.' 

From  the  militia-returns  Mr.  Howlett  calciilates,  that  the 
county  of  Rutland  has  increafed  12  or  1600  in  the  courfe  of 
Xcn  years.  We  are  always  indebted  to  this  author's  attention 
and  indullry  for  valuable  information,  and  are  well  pleafed  to 
think  that  he  has  not  forgotten  his  favourite  fubjc6t:  we  need 

not 
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not  tell  him  that  we  fhould  receive,  with  pfeafare,  the  refult 
ef  his  continoeii  enquiries. 

P    O    K    T    R    ¥• 

A  BuppUmtnt  U  the  Fharfalia  of  Lucau^  tra^fUued  ficm  the  Latin 
pf  Thomas  May*  Sy  the  Rev*  Edmuud  Poulter^  M.A^  \U* 
ij.  td.    Cadell. . 

This  perfcH-mance  of  May's  *  met  with  the  peca!iar  pre-emi* 
Benceof  being  received  into,  and  incorporated  with,  the  moft 
eminent  editions  of  the  claffics  that  have  been  publifiied  fince 
its  rime ;  and  particularly  thofie  of  Barbou,  the  Elzevirs,  and 
Oadendorp ;  an  honoar  perfedly  finguhu*,  there  being,  I  think, 
»o  other  inAance  of  a  work  fo  modern  being  admitted  to  that 
claflical  diftin^^ion,  which  it  is  in  foil  and  peaceable  poflefiioiv 
«f,  as  it  feems  now  by  common  and  uncommon  confent. 

*   '  ■  adfcribi  quietis 

Ordinibns   f  Hor* 

*  The  atteftations  of  contemporary  genius  have  been  abund- 
ant*  It  may  be  fuficient  to  mention  the  names  of  Heinfias  and 
Johnfon,  and  the  complimeotary  addrefs  of  (ir  Richard  Faaihaw 
Maio  Lucanizanti.' 

Notwithftanding  this  encomiam,  and  the  fanAion  of  Ger- 
manic bookfellers ;  notwithftanding  the  praife  beftowed  by  con« 
temporary  writers,  we  cannot  but  exprefs  ourdifapprobation  of 
this  *  common  and  uncommon  confent,*  and  enter  our  proteil  againft 
,  It.  The  firft  book,  which  is  the  only  one  fubniitted  to  our  con- 
fideration,  is  certainly  a  very  pncrile  performance ;  devoid  of 
daflkal  beauty,  and  fometimes  of  grammatical  precifion.  The 
introduAory  lines  will  ferve  as  a  fiiort  fpecimen,  hot  the  moft 
vnfavourablr  that  might  be  feleded,  both  of  the  original  and 
Terfion  ;  which  conveys  nearly  as  juil  an  idea  of  the  fpirit  of 
the  former,  as  Rowe's  animated  tranflation  does  of  the  Pharfalia 
of  Lucan.  A  comparifon  in  other  refpe^s  need  not  be  men- 
tioned. ' 

*  The  fea  no  longer  frown'd,  fafe  from  the  waves. 

Safe  from  the  wiles,  the  wrath  of  Egypt's  ilaves,^ 

Xk>  I  Caefar  on  the  fhore  indignant  fat. 

Breathing  revenge,  with  anger  fraught  fo  great. 

Not  Pharos  cruib'd  his  vengeance  would  afTuage  ; 

Nor  Egypt's  (elf  deftroyed  appeafe  his  rage. 

'Twas  not  the  doubt  of  war  unjuftly  brought, 

(Juft  was  his  caofe  of  war)  that  rack'd  his  thought. 

But  ihame  and  indignation  urged  his  mind, 

To  know  fuch  caufe  of  war  was  giv'n  ;  to  find 

The  foft  Canopus  Caefar's  wrath  dar'd  try  \ 

D«ferve  his  chaftifement,  his  arms  defy, 

Whofe  vengeance  Rome  herfelf  could  ill  fnflain  ;         1 

Nor  yet  oppofed,  but  ix  the  heavy  pain  > 

Of  freedom  hazarded,  and  Pompey  ilain.'  J    ^ 

*Per- 
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*  Perdideram  freca  fieva  minat,  et  ab  aequore  tiita»» 
Tatas  ab  infidiU  imbellibiiji^  et  iceleratl 
Egypt!  rabie  confedit  littore  Csefar, 
Vindi£);ajB  fpiiaQ$»  tanta^ttc  cfferbait  ira, 
Qaaotam  non  Pharii  potiut  reftinguere  regni 
Exitiam.     Jufta  eft  belli  data  caufa  gerendi : 
Sed  pudor,  et  raagoam  premit  indignatio  mentem, 
Bella  dari  tam  jaita,  aut  mollem  audere  Canopum 
Csefareas  inas,  infeftaque  tela  mereri, 
Quae  v'lx  arraipotciM  eft^sCi  lace£ere  Roma  ; 
Nee  dtniio  taacas  iras  kviore  loifTet 
Quam  libertaiis  jadlur4,  tt  fooere  Magni/ 

ji  Pact  teal  Renntw  oftbi  hiterary  and  Moral  CharaHer  efthe  late 
Samuel  JohnfiMy  LL»  D.  ifJth  Nsies.  By  John  Courtenay^  Eff. 
^ta,     25«     Diliy. 

Probably  wc  cxpe£l*d  too  much  ;  bot  Mr,  Courtenay^s  ta- 
lents in  fcrioos  irony  and  pointtd  allafion,  which  have  fo  often 

*  kept  the  table/  and  the  boufe  alfo,  *  in  a  roar/  we  fappofed 
might  have  found  ample  fubjeft  for  his  pleafantry  in  the  pecu- 
liarities of  Johnfbn.  At  present,  this  is  *  a  tedious  dull  homily^ 
as  ever  paiilhioners  were  wearied  withal,*  and  has  never  cried 

*  your  patience,  good  people.* 

Wc  need  fcarcely  enlarge  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  poem  :  the 
title  informs  the  reader  fufiiciently  in  that  refpeft.  Some  of  the 
'  beft  lines  are  the  following. 

*  Loft  is  the  man,  who  fcarce  deigns  Gray  to  praife. 
But  from  the  grave  calls  Blackmore's  fleeping  lays  ; 
A  paflport  grants  to  Pomfret's  difmal  chimes. 
To  Yaldcn'i  hymns,  and  Watts's  holy  rhimes ; 
By  fubtle  doubts  would  Swift's  fair  fame  invade, 
And  round  his  brows  the  ray  of  glory  fliade  ; 
With  poignant  taunt  mild  Shenftone's  life  arraigns. 
His  tafte  contemns,  and  fweetly- flowing  ftrains  ; 
At  zealous  Milton  aims  his  tory  dart. 
But  in  his  Savage  finds  a  moral  heart ; 
At  great  Naflau  defpitcful  rancour  flings. 
But  penfion'd  kneels  ev'n  to  ufurping  kings  : 
Rich,  old,  and  dying,  bows  his  lAurcl'd  head, 
Apd  almoft  deigns  to  aflc  fupcrfluous  bread.' 
The  poetical  fire,  of  whidi  a  little  gleam  enlightens  the  paf- 
fage  we  tranfcribed,  is  foon  extinguiftied,  and  the  reft  of  the 
review,  we  will  not  call  it  a  poem,  is  almoft  meafurcd  profe* 
Perhaps'the  following  h  a  more  impartial  Tpecimen  of  the  ge- 
neral complexion  of  the  work. 

*  Thus  lings  the  mufe,  to  Johnfon's  memory  juft, 
And  fcatters  praife  and  cenfure  o'er  his  duft  ; 
For  through  each  checker'd  fcene  a  contraft  ran, 
Too  fad  a  proof  how  great,  how  weak  is  man  ! 
Though  o'er  his  paffions  confcience  held  the  rein, 
'  jEie  ihook  at  difmal  phantoms  of  the  brain  : 

A  bound- 
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A  boundlefs  faith  that  noble  mind  debas'd,  f 

By  piercing  wit,  cncrgic  reafon  grac'd  :  / 

A  generous  Briton^  yet  he  fcemM  to  hope 
For  James's  grandfon,  and  for  James's  pope  : 
Though  proudly  fplenetic,  yet  idly  vain, 
'^     Accepted  flattery,  and  dealt  difdain.— 
E'en  fhades  like  thefe,  to  brilliancy  ally'd. 
May  comfort  fools,  and  curb  the  fage's  pride.' 

Bozzy  and  Piozzi  ;  or^  the  Britijb  Biographers,   A  Town  Eclogue,        .  J 
By  Peter  Pindar^  Efq*     4^0.     2s.  td*     Keariley. 

Nothing  ludicrous  cfcapcs  this  fon  of  wit  and  fatire,  this 
Mom  us  of  the  lower  world.  The  johnfo- mania  is  a  fertile 
topic  for  his  pleafantry  ;  and  th^rival  writers  of' Anecdotes  re-  . 
hearfe  their  feveral  works  in  humorous  rhyme.  The  impoftancc 
which  the  mereil  trifles  feem  to  derive  from  their  connedion 
with  Johnfon,  is  difplayed  in  the  alternate  fpeeches  of  thefe 
Arcadians,  and  confequently  the  pleafantry  will  frequently  be 
loft  by  thofe  unacquainted  with  the  different  works  of  Mr. 
Bofwell  and  Mrs.  Piozzi.  At  laft  their  difpute  runs  fo  high  as 
to  require  the  interpofition  of  the  umpire,  fir  John  Hawkins,  . 

who  fliares  in  the  ridicule  fo  plentifully  fcattered.  The  fpeakers  \ 

quarrel  in  language  not  the  moft  delicate  ;  and  when  Peter 
ipeaks  from  himfelf,  his  words  are  not  always  cbofeo  with  the 
niceft  decorum.  For  this  fault  we  have  frequently  had  cccaiion 
to  reprehend  him ;  and  are  forry  that  he  has  profited  fo  little 
by  our  advice. 

Wc  fhall  felc6l  a  palTage  from  the  beginning  of  the  fecond 
part,  after  the  umpire  had  relied  a  little  from  his  fdtigue  ;  his 
ipirits,  in  the  language  of  Bayes,  having  been  '  fo  much  ex- 
alted,' that  at  lait  he  falls  afleep. 

•       *  Now  from  his  fleep,  the  knight,  affrighted  fprung» 
Whilft  on  his  ear,  the  words  of  Johnfon  rung : 
For  lo  !  in  dreams,  the  furly  Rambler  rofe,  y 

And  wildly  flaring,  feem'd  a  man  of  woes. 
Wake  Hawkins,  (growl'd  the  dodlor  with  a  frown) 
And  knock  that  fellow  and  that  woman  down — 
Bid  them  with  Jphnfon's  Life  proceed  no  further—^ 
Enough  already  they  h^ve  dealt  in  murther : 
Say,  to  their  tales,  that  little  truth  belongs — 
If  fame,  they  mean  me— bid  them  hold  their  tongues.* 
This  is  a  ytxy  fpirited  and  appropriated  defcription  :  the  fol*     * 
lowing  advice  is  alfo  too  good  to  be  loft :  we  ^  will  take  the 
ghcit's  word  for  a  thoufand  pounds.' 

•  Tell  Peter  Pindar,  ihould  you  chance  to  meet  him, 
I  like  his  gen ius^— ihould  be  glad  to  greet  him^-- 
Yet  let  him  know,  crown'd  heads  are  facred  things, 
And  bid  him  rev'rence  more,  the  beft  of  kings; 
Still,  on  his  Pegafus,  continue  jogging, 
And  give  that  Bofwell's  back  another  flogging.' 

Peter 
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Peter  pays  due  attention  to  the  Jaft  part  of  this  advice  ;  but 
the  reft  feems,  from  the  Eclogue  before  us,  to  be  difperfed  ia 
air.  The  following  lines  are  fevere ;  but  we  ihall  feleit  them 
fox  the  fake  of  the  conclufion^  which  is  (harply  pointed  and 
Ibmewhat  character) ftic. 

*  For  thee,  James  Bolwell,  may  the  hand  of  Fate 
Arrell  thy  eoOfe- quill,  and  confine  thy  prate  : 
Thy  egotimis,  the  world  difgufled  hears— 
Then  load  with  vanities  no  more  our  ears 
Like  fome  lone  puppy  yelping  all  night  long ; 
That  tire^  the  very  echoes  with  his  tongue. 
Yet  (hould  it  lie  beyond  the  pow'rs  of  Fate, 
To  ftop  thy  pen,  and  ftiinhy  darling  prate  ; 
Oh  !  be  in  folitude  to  live',  thy  luck  : 
A  chattering  magpie  on  the  Ifle  of  Muck.* 

A  Poem  on  the  Lofs  of  the  Halfewell  Eaft'Indiaman^  Captain 
fierce.  To  which  is  fuhjoined  an  Elegy  on  the  unfortunate  Suf* 
ferers.   By  a  Law  Student*     ^to.    is*  6d.    Whieldon. 

This  ftudent  of  the  law  profeffes  himfelf  to  be  endowed  with 
fome*r»cntal  qualifications,  which  are  not  in  general  fuppofed 
t6  chara^erife  gentlemen  of  that  profeffion. 

*  Yet  have  I  feelings  worthy  of  my  theme, 
-^Feelings  ~  I  prize  beyond  a  poet's  fame  ; 
Feelings,  which  only  natutecan  impart, 
Bsyond  the  reach  of  rhyme  and  Ikill  of  art. 
That  fwect  compaflion  for  the  fufPrcr's  woe, 
Which  thofe  alone  who  feel,  alone  can  know.' 
We  pay  all  credit  to  this  gentlentan's  *  feelings,'  but  cannot 
fpeak  \cry  highly  of  his  mode  of  exprefling  them. 

The  Impeachment  :  a  Mod  Heroic  Poem*   ^to.    is.  6d.    Stockdale. 

This  is  a  pleafant  mock-heroic,  on  the  popular  fubje^l  of  the 
day,  and  feme  of  the  parodies  from  Homer,  are  executed  very 
happily.  The  objects  of  the  fatire  are  the  coalition,  and  its 
friend  Mr.  Burke;  and  our  author's  violent  refentment  fome* 
times  blinds  his  eyes,  fo  as  to  lofe  iight  of  decorum  ;  a  fault 
coo  common  with  political  combatants. 

Sir  Ralph  of  Stanncrton  Green*    A  Poem*    4/5.    2s.    Evans. 

The  incidents  in  this  tale  are  very  melancholy ;  bur,  from 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  narrated,  never  interefting.  Some 
palTages  are  obfcure,  others  vulgar,  and  the  conclufion  lame 
and  impotent. 

One  morn  I  faw  him  on  the  green. 

At  the  mild  peep  of  dawning  gray  ; 
But  never  more,  fir  Ralph  was  feen, 

From  chat  e^en  to  his  dying  day** 

Th 
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The  Gem/akmme  Liherata  ef  TaJJb  :  with  explanatory  tiotes  on  the 

Syntax  in  oh/cure  Pajfavts^  and  References  to  the  Author^ i  Imita" 
.  iions  of  the  ancient  Claffics^    To  vjhich  is  prefixed,  a  compeudious 

Analyjis  of  Italian  Metre.     By  Jgojlino  Ifola.     z  VoL.,     Sv^. . 

lOi*  td»  Jewed*    Robfon.  « 

This,  for  learners,  is  a  very  iifcful  edition  of  the  epic  of 
Taffo:  as  the  elli^fcs  and  iaveriions  of  poetical  language 
are  frequent  impediments  in  the  early  period  of  the  yoang 
Italian's  ftudics.  The  editor  profeifes  alio  to  introduce  lefcr- 
eqccs  to  the  author's  imitations  of  the  ancient  claflics }  but 
this  part  of  his  taik  feems  to  be  imperfectly  executed  :  luckily 
it  is  not  a  very  important  one.  The  introductory  analyfis  of 
the  Italian  metre  is  exceedingly  ufeful.  It  is,  on  the  whole, 
rather  fuperficial ;  but  feems  to  contain  as  much  as  is  necelTary- 
to  introduce  the  young  Itudent  to  more  exteniive  fyilems. 

Ekgiafcripta  in  Sepulcbreto  Ruftico^  Latine  reddita.    Cui  ftsiji* 
ciuHtur  alia  Poemata^     4/41.     z$.     Lewis. 

This  tranilatiou  of  Gray's  celebrated  prododioa  is  execoted 
with  fidelity  and  elegance.  The  other  poems  are  writteA^alcer- 
nately  in  Latin  and  Eogliih,  and  are  not  deilituteof  meiit. 

Elegy  written  in  a  Country  Qhnrch-Yard^  hy  Mr,  Orsiy  ;  ttanjlated 
into  Italian  Verfcy  by  J.  Gianniniy  LL.  D.  4/^  ^s*  Sold 
by  the  Tranflator. 

The  fimplicity  and  pathos  of  the  original  arc  not  happily 
preferved  in  this  tranflation. 

Tb$  Seafms  of  Life^    A  Poem*    By  the  Rev.  William  Carwiihin^ 
A,B.    %*vo.    5i.    Wilkie. 

This  poem  \&  not  deficient  in  imagery,  and  the  verMcatioa 
is,  in  general,  tolerably  well  modulated;  but  the  ideas  'are 
often  rather  fantaftical  than  natural,  and  an  air  of  juvenility 
prevails  through  the  whole  compofition. 

The  Mifcellaneous  Poetic  Attempts  of  G.  ^omeu     Small  Svo,     31, 
Kearfley. 

The  author  of  thefe  Attempts,  it  feems,  is  an  uneducated 
journeyman  wool -comber.  His  poetry  is  of  r6ry  unequal  tex- 
ture. Much  of  it  is  fatirical  and  petulant ;  and  other  parts 
difcover  a  degree  of  refinement  above  the  common  ilandard  of 
an  uneducated  mechanic* 

The  Breeches,     A  Tale,     j^o,     is.  6d,     Bladon. 

A  low  tale,  of  a  country  curate  and  a  cobler's  wife ;  iq 
which  the  canonical  trefpaffcr  is  puniihed  by  the  hufband  with 
the  lofs  of  his  breeches. 

The 
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ne  Englijb  Orator.  A  DidaB'tc  Pom*   ^to.   is.  6d.   Dill/, 

StriHures  from  Nature.    By  the  Rex'*  Richard  Pokvhok.    zd  Edit. 
4/er.     2f.     Dilly. 
Wc  gave  fome  account  in  our  Fifty-ninth  Volume,  p,  308,^^ 
390,  ofthefe  performances.    Somj  alterations  for  the  better 
are  made  in  the  firH  ;  and  feverat  additional  fonnets  infertedia 
the  fecond* 

DRAMATIC. 
The  Bum^n/ber.    A  Farce.    Sw.    U.   Bell.       « 

This  farce  feems  founded  on  a  real  fatSt :  its  perfonality  is 
more  obvious  than  either  its  wit  or  humour.     We  have  had  oe- 
cafion  to  remark,  that  fcientHic  wit  is  feldom  fuccefsful :  it  is 
ftill  lefs  fi>  when  debafed  by  obfcenity. 
The  Fool^  a  Farce^  in  Tvfo  AHs.    As  performed  at  the  Theatre 

Ro^al,  Covent  GardcM.    By  idvoardtopham^  Sfi*     8^^*     li. 

Strahan. 

This  female  Leon  lofes  her  jadgascnt  for  a  reaibn  not  well 
nor  fatisfadorily  explained,  and  recovers  it  again  equally  anex- 
pe£!edly.  In  fhort,  (he  is  a  fool,  to  dlfplay  the  ulents  of  a 
favourite  adlrefs,  and  becomes  wife,  to  complete  the  denouement, 
in  the  happy  %le  which  farce  requires.  The  incidents  difplav 
broad  hnmour,  inftead  of  wit,  delicacy,  or  addrefs ;  and  this 
little  piece  may  be  allowed  to  fill  up  its  hour  on  the  dage,  but 
fiiould  then  be  heard  no  more.  The  Prologue  is,  however, 
fpirited  and  happy ;  one  of  the  ibngs,  fung  by  Mrs.  Martyr, 
highly  humorous  and  pleafing. 

A  Jbort  Account  of  the  new  Pantomime  called  Ojnai ;  or^  a  Trip 
round  the  World  i  performed  at  the  Theatre  Royal  in  Covent 
Garden.     %vo.     td.    CadelK 

The  poetry  of  this  pantomime  is  of  two  kinds,  ferious  and 
comical.    The  former  is  intended  to  defcribe,  with  fuhlimity^ 
the  manners  and  cuiloms  of  the  Friendly  IJlanders^  kc*  in  cap* 
tain  Cook's  voyage ;  and  the  latter  to  afford  humorous  merri*-- 
ment  fuitable  to  the  pantomime. 

NOVELS. 

Theodofius  and  Arabella,     A  Novel.     In  a  Series  of  Letters^    By 
the  late  Mrs.  Hampden  Pye.    2  Fols.    iimo.    ^s.fewed.    Lane. 

Novelty  mud  be  very  captivating,  iince  it  is  purchafed  fo 
4early  ;  for,  with  extenfive  modern  margins,  and  a  large  letter, 
as  in  the  volumes  before  us,  it  is  folld  at  two  (hillings  for  each 
hour's  entertainment.— -We  thought  we  had  reached  the  bottom 
of  the  bathos  ;  but  Theodo&us  and  Arabella  were  yet  behind. 

Arpajia ;  orUhe  Wanderer,  A  Novel.   By  the  Author  of  the  Nabob. 

^  ^ols,     \2mo,     ys.  6d.  fewed.     Lane* 

This  is  a  common  flory,  but  related  with  fome  art,  and  in 

many  paffages  highly  interelling.  Hurried  on  by  the  events,  there 
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IS  not  much  time  to  detcfl  the  numerous  improbabilities  whi<:h 
occur  ;  .an(i,  afFeded  by  the  iituationsy  we  are  fome times  led  to 
overioofe'inconiiftencics  ia  the  charaders.  But  ihefe  trifles  are  not 
to  be  accurately  diiTefted.  Thofe  who  are  pleafed  with  this  kind 
cSf  entertainipienty  may  find  amufement  for  an  idle  hour ,-  and 
thofe  whofe  whole  attentions  are  devoted  to  novels,  will  at  Jeall 
receive  no*  harm  from  Arpafia,  or  the  Wanderer, 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

£ffays  on  the  SuhjcB  of  Education,    Svo.    $s.  Jhved,     DiUy, 
Thefe  Efiays  were  publilhed  fome  time  fince,  under  different 
titles,  in  two  of  the  morning  papers  ;  but  certainly  their  merit 
is  hotfuch  as  to  have  entitled  them  to  a  re-publication. 

^  Irlcf  Account  of  a  Seminary  of  Learning  efahlijhed  at  Margate ^ 
in  Kent,     1 2mo*     6d, 
Nothing  more  than  an  advertifement  of  a  feminary,  for  the 
reception  of  t%velvc  young  gentlemen,  under  the  care  of  a 
clergyman,  re6bor  of  Leigh, .  in  Worcefterfhire* 

Tlfe  Laws  concerning  Horfes,     iy  WiUiam  Lucas ^  of  the  Middle 
Temfky  Gent.     8v<?.     ijr.  6d.     Whieldou. 
Though  Mr.  Lucas  informs  us  that  this  pamphlet  is.defigned 
for  the  ufe  of  the  farmer,  the  carrier,  and  the  horfe-dealer,  he 
fets  out  in  a  manner  very  different  from  what  we  fhouid  expert 
in  fuch  a  produd^ion.     The  firft  article  we  meet  with  is  a  pom* 
pous  differtation  on  the  antiquity  of  the  noble  art  of  horfe-. 
manfliip.     Beginning  with  the  fcholiali  of  Euripides  and  Eu- 
flathius,  he  proceeds  to  Chambers'sDidionary,  whence  he  gleans 
whatever  materials  he  could  find  under  the  title  horfes.     He 
then  prefents  us  with  the  commonly  known  laws  on  the  fubjetS  ; 
concluding  with  the  horfe-tax,  highway,  an4  poft-horfe  ads, 
with  a  few  cafes  on  horfe-racing. 

^he  Trial  of  the  Re<v,  James  Altham.  Tivo  Parts.  Svo,  2S.  bd. 
.  each.  Lifter. 
This  Trial,  held  in  the  confittorial  and  cpifcopal  court  at 
Dcdtors  Commons,  was  for  adultery,  &c.  It  appears  from 
the  evidence,  that  Mr.  AUham  was  fubjcdt  to  fome  intelleflual 
in6rmity« 

The  Trial  of  John  MotherhilL     Foliop     2s,  6d.     Kearfley. 
This  Trial  was  for  a  rape- on  the  body  of  mifs  Catherine 
Wade.     The  guilt  of  the  culprit  could  not  be<loubied;  but, 
from  a  fuppoTed  defed  in  the  evidence,  he  efcaped  the  puni(h« 
ment  due  to  his  crime. 


fucceeding 
Review. 


*#*  The  Foreign  Literary  Intelligence  will  be  refumed  in  our 
next,  and  continued  in  the  fucceeding  Numbers  .of  the  Ctiticai 
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T/:f^  Epifiles  iff  Lueiui  Ann^ui:  Seneca  ;  ii^VZ'  Itzi^^e  /innotaihnf^ 
Ja  TiAjo  FoiMmss,'  .RyT'kotoaiMorelly^D^D.'  i^o»  2-  Fob, 
1 1.   10s,  in  Boards.     Robin fons. 

T^R.  Mor'ell  has'tranflrited  the  Epifiles  of  Seneca  with  ac«-,. 
^^  curacy,  concifenefs,.  and  perspicuity.     Thofe   who  are 
acquainted  with  the  ftyle  and  manner  of  his  author,  will  per-  . 
ceive   tiie,,diiEcutty  of  the.  taik,  pjii^ticularly  of  uniting   the  ; 
two  latter  ch^ra^eriftics;  and^  at  th&^i^me  time  referving  a^i 
fiQ^oothnefsr.  and  elegaaice,  without  which»  at  this  period,  the 
beft  work  ha«:  little  chance  of  being  read.     In  gener&fl,  how- 
ewer,  the- tr-an-flatbr  has  frfcrificyd  the  concife^rtefs  of  Seneta'to 
perfpicuity,  where  both  were  incompatible  ;  ilut  the  tranflatioa 
is  ftill  far  from  tiifFufe.     THe  fKfhion  of  the  phefent  day  give$ 
the  beft  idea- of  the  ftyte'of  this  author:  it  is  terfe,* painted, 
full    of  (hort   fentences,  and,  as   they   have   been  fometimes 
called,  firings  of  maxims,  or  rather  of  propofuion«  ;  and,  when 
Dr.  Morell  has  expatiated  moft  freely,  ,hejjas  continued  to  pre-  " 
ferve  the  manner  of  his  author.     We  have  compared  paffages  . 
in  different  parts  of  the  work^. but* have  found  'no  fitter  ill^i- 
ilLatiOn  of  what  we  have  advanced  than  in  the  firft  Epiftle.  It 
is  fo  iliort,  that  we  may  tranfcribe  it  entire. 

*  On  the  Value  ^nd  Ufe  of  Time. 

/,  This  do,,  my  Lucilius*;«yVftid4cate  'the-  digmiytofMiian':  be  • 
your  own  mailer:  and  fuch  hoursasiliavc  hitb^fto  been  forcibly 
take^i  from  yv4j,  01.  ftolen  un^Vidfes^  or. have  flipped  by  inkd*-    ■ 
vejteiitly,.  rectwlled,    and  for   ^he .  ftiture   tirro   to   fome.  ac-  - 
co^unr.    Vqu  .i^ia-y  be-  alTured-wba*  I  fi^y  is  true-:  J)art  cf  our  time 
ixje  ^'f'f.P^^gCjf  tf^faiufice  Jo-officfi^mi p^ver ;  friendjhlp  and  com*  « 
mo^  ociUV4Uit)'ue^  fieal  {tTiotbp-'parti  find  another.  Jlides  asivay  infen^  ^ 
f%-:.hv^  imoft  ft^nd^jlous  ii  the  lofs  of  it  when  owifig  to  neg-  . 
iigen^e.^;?^  dijipation  :  ^t)d  y^t   fm;Rll  attentioB  .will  evince,  ' 
thiit  gf^at  pa  Ft  of  Jife.is  fp^i^t  in  doing  UU  *  greater  in  doing   < 
noticing)  .'and  too^ften  itHe  wlH>le -in  iloing  little  or  nothing  tt>  : 
th^g^^at»^arpp^,<>f  being.   /Wli(^re  will  yoft  'find  sUnan  who   5 
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fet$  any  value  apon  time }  who  rates  a  day,  or  feems  to  ander* 
fland  that  he  dies  daily  ?  For  herein  are  we  deceived  ;  we  look 
forwards  at  (to)  death  ;  whereas  death,  in  a  great  meafare,  is 
already  paHTed  :  all  the  lapfed  years  of  life  are  in  the  tenure  of 
death.  Ad,  therefore,  my  Lucilius,  as  you  inform  me  you  io. 
Embrace  tvtry  hour :  the  Wronger  hold  you  have  on  to-day^ 
the  lefs  will  be  your  dependence  on  to-morrow*  Life,  bowenfer 
unimproved,  flill  glides  away.  There  is  nothing  we  can  pro- 
perly call  our  own,  but  time^:  all  other  things  are  foreign  to 
us :  nature  hath  put  us  in  pofTedion  of  this  one  fleeting  trand- 
tory  boon ;  which  any  one  deprives  us  of  at  pleafure  :  and  ib 
great  is  the  folly  of  mortals,  that  when  by  entreaty  they  have 
obtained  things  of  the  loweft  value,  mere  trifles,  at  leaft  fuch 
as  are  payable  again,  they  fuffer  them  to  be  fet  to  their  ac- 
count ;  but  no  one  thinks  himfelf  indebted,  who  hath  borrowed 
time ;  whereas  this  is  the  only  thing  that  the  moil  grateful 
heart  cannot  repay* 

*  You  will  aik,  perhaps,  how  I  ad  myfelf,  who  am  giving 
you  this  advice?  I  will  confefs,  ingenuoufly ;  it  is  with  me, 
as  with  thofe  who  are  luxurious,  and  yet  not  quite  negligent  of 
their  affairs*  I  flill  keep  an  account  of  my  expences  ;  I  cannot 
fay,  I  lofe  nothing  ;  but  I  can  tell  you  what  I  lofe,  and  why, 
and  in  what  manner*  I  am  not  afliamed  to  own  the  caufe  of 
my  poverty  :  but  it  happens  to  me,  as  to  many  who  have  been 
reduced  to  indigence,  not  merely  by  their  own  mifcondud  :  all 
men  are  ready  to  excufe  and  pity,  but  none  to  aflift  them. 
What  then  ?  I  can  by  no  means  think  him  a  poor  man,  who 
hath  flill  enough,  however  fmall  a  portion  it  be,  wherewith  to 
be  content*  But  may  you,  my  friend,  flill  keep  your  own  ; 
and  feize  the  opportunity  to  ufe  it  properly.  For  as  our  an- 
ceftors  wifely  judged,-— Sera  parflmonia  in  fundo  eft, — It  is  too 
late  to  be  fparing  when  the  veflel  is  almofl  out*  As  not  only  a 
little  but  the  worfl  of  every  thing  generally  remains  at  the 
bottom** 

We  fliall  add  the  original ,  and  the  learned  reader  will  per- 
ceive the  reafon  of  our  marking  fome  paflages  in  Italics  ;  that 
it  is  not  to  point  out  errors^  but  a  little,  perhaps  unneceflary* 
enlargement. 

'  Temporis  Eftitnationem  C^  U/um  Lucilio  commendat ;  non  deferrx 
dehere^  non  elahij  non  male  poni, 

*  Ita  fac,  mi  Lucili  vindica  te  tibi,  &  tempus  quod  adhuc  aat 
auferebatur,  aut  furripiebatur,  aut  excidebat,  collige  &  ferva.  Per- 
fuade  tibi  fie  efle,  ut  fcribo :  quaedam  tempora  eripiuntur  nobis, 
quaedam  fubducuntur,  quaedam  eflluunt*  Turpiffima  tamen  ell 
jadlura,  quae  per  negligentiam  venit:  &  fi  volueris  attendere, 
magna  Titx  pars  elabitur  male  agentibus,  maxima  nihil  aeenti* 
bus,  tota  aliud  agentibus*  Quern  mihi  dabis,  qui  aliquod  pre« 
tium  tempori  ponat?  qui  diem  eftimet  ?  qui  inteliigat  fe  quotidie 
mori  ?  In  hoc  enim  fallimur,  quod  mortem  profpicimns  : 
magnapars  ejus  jam  praeteriit,  quidquic^aetatis  retro  efty  mors 
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^het.  FdcergOy  inl  Lucili,  qaod  facere  te  fcribis,  omneshoras 
€omp]eflere:  fie  fiet^  uc  minus  «x  craftino  pendeas,  fi  hodierno  ' 
man  am  injeceris.  Dum  dtFertar  vita,  tranfcurrit.  Omnia^ 
Lacili,  aliena  funt :  ten^pus  tantnm  noilram  eil*  In  hujus  rei  - 
nnias  fugacis  ac  lubrics  pofleffionem  natura  nos  miflt,  ^x  qua 
expellit  <jaicumque  vult.  Sed  tanta  fluhitia  morcalium  eft,  ut 
qaae  minima  &  viliflima  funt  ccrte  reparabilia,  impatari  fibi, 
cum  impetrav.ere,  patiantur :  nemo  fe  jqdicet  quidquam  de- 
bere,  qui  tempus  aecepit,  eum  interim  hoc  unum  eft,  quod  ne 
gratus  quidem  potcft  reddere.  Interrogans  fbrtaffe,  quid  ego 
faciam,  qui  tibi  ifla  praecipio  ?  Patebor  ingenue :  quod  apud 
luxuriofumy  fed  diligentem,  evenit,  ratio  mihi  conftat  impenfx« 
NoQ  pofium  dicere,  me  nihil  perdere :  fed  quid  perdam,  & 
quare,  Sc  quemadmodum,  dicam  :  caufas  paupertatis  meas  red* 
dam.  Sic  evenit  mihi,  quod  plerifque  non  fao  vitio  ad  inopiam 
redafUs :  omnes  ignofcunt,  nemo  fuccurrit  Quid  ergo  eft? 
non  puto  pauperem  cui^  quantulumcumque  fupereft,  fat  eft* 
Tfi  tamen  malo  ferves  tua,  Sc  bono  tempore  utiincipias*  Nam, 
ut  vifum  eft  majoribus  noftris  :  Sera  parfimonia  in  fundo  eft* 
Non  enim  tancum  minimum  in  imo  fed  peilimam  remanet/. 

In  one  of  the  paflages  which  we  have  marked,  Dr*  Morell '" 
feem«  to  have  recoUeded  a  beautiful  commentary  on  that 
part  of  the  Epiftle,  where  it  would  be  leaft  expected,  in  the 
Colloquies  of  Erafmus ;  ^though  it  is  not  mentioned  in  the 
notes.     As  the  book  lies  before  us,  we  ftiall  tranflate  it. 

*  I  began  lately,  fays  Carinus,  in  the  '  Convivium  Poeticum,* 
to  read  Seneca's  Epiftles  ;  but  I  ftumbled,  as  they  fay,  on  the 
threfhold  :  the  paflkge  is  in  the  firft  Epiftle,  ''  and  yet  fmaif 
attention  will  evince,  that  a  great  part  of  life  is  fpent  in  doing 
ill,  the  greateft  in  doing  nothing,  and  the  whole  in  doing 
fomething  foreign  to  the  purpofe  ;"  in  this  paiTage  he  feems 
to  afFedl  a  little  fhrewdnefs,  which  I  do  not  comprehend. — 
Leonardus.  I  will  gucfs  at  it  if  you  pleafe.— Ctf.  With  all  my 
heart.— Z^.  No  one  is  perpetually  in  fault ;  yet  the  greater 
part  of  life  is  confumed  in  luxury,  luft,  ambition,  and  other 
vices  ;  but  a  much  greater  is  fpent  in  doing  nothing.  Now* 
to  do  nothing  is  not  to  live  in  idlenefs,  but  to  be  employed  in 
trifles,  and  things  which  do  not  conduce  to  our  happincfs  : 
hence  the  proVerb,  it  is  better  to  fit  ftill  than  to  do  nothing* 
(Satius  ceiTare,  quam  nihil  agere.)  But  our  whole  life  is  fpent 
in  doing  fomething  foreign  to  the  purpofe.  This  phrafe  is 
applied  to  the  perfon  who  is  not  attentive  to  the  fubjeft  of  his 
employment ;  fo  that  in  fad  the  whole  life  is  loft  :  while  we 
are  free  from  vice  we  are  probably  doing  nothing  ;  while  we 
avoid  trifling  we  .are  doing  fomething  foreign.  While  we  ftudy 
philofophy,  if  we  do  it  lazily  and  inattentively^  we  deferve 
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this  cl^zxzj^^r,  either  by  n.ot  Atter^d^ing  to  thf  fubjjej5>  or»  being 
drawn  ailde  by  foroe  trifie.' 

We  have  Lnfifted  longer  on  this  beautilbl  morHlcSon,  bocauie 
the  faul{(  is  fo  common  (particularly  among,  literary  men),  ib 
liulqrfaipe^edy  and^  when  difcoveredj,  fo  ieldom  repeivtedof  or 
amended.  With  all  the  occafional  wcaknefs  difflayed  in  Dr.. 
JcAi^fon's  diary,  this  ftriking  featare  of  the  human  mind  is 
always  confpicuous.  Let  the  literary  m^n,  who  refledls  with  car<5  . 
and,  candour  on  hi.s  own  coijdud  ;  let  the  vqtjjrari,  whp  h^^s 
C(^,(3^u^rej3.  i^  4s  many  fie)<d^  oi^  IitQrat.u;:e  as,  have  affprcjpd  lajuxels. 
to^  the  karabier,  if  they  fiijd  themft?lv.es  free  frppfi  th^  fam/e;. 
fa^ijt,  blgni^  t^hp^c  refpe^abli^  ai^thpr^  for  this  p^rpetuai  fcrie& 
of*  good  defigns,  and  ixrefolMt-e,  iiK)e(;if}ve  e^orti9  tio,  ba>  camn 
pletely^  a£live«  If  he  only  >Vithoqt  faiiU  is  to  caft  xhe  ftc£b 
Adne,  the-  culprit  and  the  judge  wi^i  be  again  lefc  alone.^-^ 
But,  to  return  from  the  digrefiion  which  juSice  ibemed  to, de- 
mand, and  which  the  flings  of  a  conference,  perhaps  wounded' 
by  the  recollcftron  of  fim^lar  errors,  required  as  an  expiation. 

The  tranflator,  who  was  himfelf  a  veteran  in  the  ftrvice  of 
]iiera(ur<e4  ha&  added  fome  ufeful  and*  j^udicioqs  notc».  Thoy 
aMv  chiefly  deftgned  to  illuftl^e  th«  £pi Ales  of  Sieneca^  from 
parallel  parages  in  theworks  of  the  ancient  phiipfophers^  and 
X^cMtrafi  them  '  with  the  precept&  of  t^e  Gofpel.'  Fron|  ths^. 
word,  wbith-isiifcdin^th^r  title,  we  fwfpedled  that  Du..  Morell- 
gav^  np  credit  to  tlip.  ftoryof^Senepa  having  enjoy e4  ^he  ho- 
ngury  of.  a  cprrefpondenco  wjth,  St.  P^ul,  Th'ef^xhers,  pa;^- 
tieula^Jy  Jerpm  and  St.  Auguflin,  think  the  Thi^ueen  Letters 
wljiph  a^;e  extapt,  certainly^  genuine  ;^  but  tW  more  faga clous 
critics  a^knowlege,  that  nehher  the./^yle  nor  th^  iub/lance 
refpn^ble  the.  language  or  fen^iments^  of  th^..{jr^tfi)ded,corr.e/«* . 
pQj)dent^  Dr.  Morjell  dpes  npt^decide  on  thcif  anthentxci|.y, 
b4t  promifed.  to. trv^nfl.dte  them^,  thot^h.  we.  have  no^  met  with 
theip  in  thefe^  volumes.  In  thp  notes  on .  the  tenth  EpiUle,. 
•  oil,  Splitjude  and  Prayer,'  he  obfervc3,.tliat  *  it  has  been  faid 
of  Socrates,  that  he  was  half,  a,  Chriftian,;.  I  think  this  Epiilte 
of  Seneca  will  carry  >&/>  foqjewl^ajt  fafxh^r,^  - 

The  prevailing  philofophy  of  Senec^  was  that  bC  the  Porch^ 
which  is  mpft  diilindt  from  thp  tenets  of  Epicuru^  ;  fo  that  of 
courfe  they  are  more  frequently  the  fubjeft  of  the  annotator^s 
remarks,.  As  a  fpecimen  pf  theaotes,  we  ihall.add  thofcioa. 
tl^e  following  pafTage. 

'  There  are  three  dltFerent  opinions  relating  to  tfac^cMife*(a).  * 
]•  Our.  ftoics,  you-know^  fay  there  are  two  thinffsfrooi  w^ncs 
al]  other  are  derived;  viz.  caoft.  and  maUor  (?).:  matter  li^^ 
inerti.  an4  helj))efil,  j-^^y/dtTr^I  .pmS^<?^ »  .bii|;for  cvei»  conti- 
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ifffiing  in  the  fame  ttate,  if  Wot  put  Into  motion,  Caufe,  i.  e. 
reafoii  j(r),'giv6s  a  tertain  form'to  matter,  and'ihapes  itat  plea- 
ftire  :  from. Whence  proceed  all  t*he  various  works  of  nature: 
there  mufb  bfe  if6Yn'ettiihg,  thfei^ToVfe,  from  whence  a  thinjg  is 
mad'e,  thoi^  fomething  by  which  it  is  Vnade :  tliis  they  call  caufe  ; 
the  dtfrtfl- thattet.*  ' 

Tiic  notes  on  this  paflage  Hre  the  following. 

*  {a)  Between  thie  Stoics,  and  At-iftotle,  and  PlatOv 

*  \h)  The  fame,  ^according  to  Lafeitfuss  caiied  by  Pl^rttt' 
Bm  zan  wx>,i>  wfckh  Thalcs  calJ*,  mentem  et  aqti'am.  •  Pythk- 
gorasy  monds,  unio«  (mensv/£v«  Deus^  God)  ^ve^y  binibi 
(materia,  nmtter)  w^idi  LipHtts  carries  back  to  Hodier  ^.  5^6, 
under  the  aiiegorical  charaders  of  Proteus,  and  hi$  diaughter 
Eidothea,  (al  Theonom^.  Eur-al.  Eurynomie,  Zenod.)  Cic6ro» 
Acad.  Qnell.  i*  6.  Naturam  dividebant  (Stoiei)  in  res  duas>  ut. 
altera  eifet  efficiens;  altera  aqtem  qua/i.huip  fe  praebens,  ex 
qua  aliquid  eiHceretur,  &c.  Explained  by  La^ntius,  vii.  3. 
Stoici  naturam  in  duas  dividunt  paries  tipam  quae  eftciati  al- 
teram quasL  fe  ad  faciencjum  tra6labilem  prxisiU  Ita  ilU  uno 
natqra;  nomine  res  diVerfiAihias  compy-ehenderuht,  Deiim,  et 
mundum,  artifitem  tt  opu5,  dicurittiue  alteram  fiftfe  alt'cr'o  hiliil 
pofle,  tanquam  natura  fit  Deu^  manclt)  pierHirRus :  nam  ioter- 
affm  fic  c6DfUndUftt>  ut  fit  Deus  ipfa  mens  thundi',  et  m^uhdus 
fit  corpus  I>ei.  The  S:oits  divide  nature  ihto  two  parts ;  the 
maker  and  the  thing  made,  i.  e.  God  knd  the  world  ;  as  if  Qod 
was  the  foul  of  the  worlds  and  the  world  the  body  of  God.  ft 
were  well  (fays  Leland^  U  13,)  if  the  abfurdity  of  Ihis  w^  of 
phljofophifing  were  the  worlt  of  it.  But  beiides  that  it  gave 
occafion  to  feme  of  thofe  extravagant  flights  of  the  Stoics,  fy 
unbtcomirtg  dependent  creatures,  as  if  they  had  a  divinity  and 
fufficieticy  irt  themfelves,  vvhich  placed  them  Tn  feveral  retp^edi^^ 
on  an  equality  with  God  (fee  Ep.  53.)  this  notion  was  made 
Jifc  6f  fof  fuJ)porting  F^gAii  idblklhy,  ind  wks,  therefore,  of 
%}M  m&ft  plrhicidus  confer  ueht^  id  thb  intereft  bf  rdligioh. 

<  But  the  principal  error,  kAd  What  ihidrlg  the  Gi-eik  philo* 
fdphersi  from  the  time  of  AriHotle,  became  the  favoUHte  opi* 
<lion,  w&s,  they  all  (Plato  perhaps  Excepted)  thought  it  ini« 
pofljble  to  admit  the  making  any  tbiog  eut  of  nothing,  atid 
and  confequently  that  matter  was  co>eternal  with  the  eternal 
mind*  A  Icheme  which  confounds  God  and  the  creature,  and, 
purfued'  to  its  genuine  confcquence,  is  fubverfive  of  all  religion 
and  moi-ality.  fiut  as  a  futhci^nt  antwet*  to  thefe  or  the  likq 
abfurd  principles  relating  to  ttie  t)eity,  t  Ihall  refer  the  reader' 
to  the  words  of  Mr.  Ldck^g,  fVbU  ii.  p.  «4^.) '"  'Tis  an  pver- 
valuing  ourfelves  to  te6txt€  All  to  the  riarrow-  me^fatk  of  oiir 
capacities ;  and  to  conclude  ail  things  impoflible  to  be  done» 
whdfe  manner  of  doing  exceeds  our  compreheniion :  this  is  to 
make  our  comprehention  infinite^  or  God  finite ;  when  what 
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he  can  do  is  limited  to  what  we  can  conceive  of  it.  If  you  do 
not  underftand  the  operation  of  your  own  finite  mind*  that 
thinking  thine  within  you,  deem  it  not  Grange  that  yt  cannot 
comprehend  the  operations  of  that  eternal  infinite  mind,  who 
inade  and  governs  all  things,  and  whom  the  heaven  of  heavens 
cannot  contain."  Ads  14.  15.  16.  24.  Lipf.  PhyfioI«  L  4*  ii« 
2.  Leland,  i.  280. 

*  (r)  In  the  kngaage  of  the  Stoics.  Thns-^ad  Helviam, 
Quifqnis  formator  univerfi  fait,  five  ille  Deus  eft  potens  om- 
nium, {wQ  incorporalis  ratio,  ingentium  operum  artifex,  ^ye 
divinus  Spiritus  per  omnia  maxima  minima,  xqaali  inten^one 
dififufus,  &c*  c.  8,— Whoever  was  the  maker  of  the  univerfe, 
whether  it  was  God  omnipotent,  or  in  corporeal  reafon, 
the  artificer  of  great  works,  or  the  divine  fpirit,  pervading  all 
things,  with  equal  efficiency,  &c.  A  remarkable  pafTage,  com- 
pared with  Genefis,  i.  i.  2.' 

The  notes  on  the  feventieth  Epiftle  are  a  valuable  part  of 

'  the  work ;  as  they  oppofe,  ftep  by  ftep,  the  Stoical  opinion  of 

tlic  lawfulnefs  of  fuicide.     Seneca^  as  the  tranilator  allows, 

is  often  inconfiilent  on  this  fubjeft ;  but  in  no  paiTage,  fo  far 

-  as  we  can  perceive,  are  his  inconfideucies  conneded^  even  re« 

aaotely,  with  the  tenets  of  the  GofpeU 

The  Life  of  Seneca,  prefixed  to  the  Letters,  is  chiefly  ex- 
tracted from  Lipfiiis,  and  contains  nothing  very  remarkable. 
Our  author  thinks  that  Seneca  was  never  coniul,  and  gives 
good  reafons  for  his  opinion.  The  Fafli  Confulares  mention 
him,  A.  U.  C. — DCCCXIV.— Ulpian  obferves,  that  the 
compilers  of  the  Fafti  fuppofe  Seneca  and  his  colleague  only 
fubftitutes;  but  if  fo,  their  language  is  very  improper:  quos 
excep.  An.  Seneca  &  Trebellius  maxim  us,  'certainly  implies  a 
i'uccefiion. 

Then  follow  feveral  extracts,  iix^  from  Tacitus,  relating  tq 
the  death  of  Seneca ;  another  from  Lipfius'  Manududio,  re« 
gating  to  Seneca  and  his  writings  in  general ;  one  from  the 
Preface  of  Sir  Roger  li'Eflrange  to  the  tranfiation  of  Seneca'^s 
Morals,  together  with  that  tranflator's  After-Thought  f  and 
the  laA,  from  a  Letter  of  lord  Bolingbroke  to  Dr«  Swift. 

We  need  not  enlarge  farther  on  thefe  volumes,  or  expatiate 
at  length  on  the  learning  and  abilities  of  Pr.  MorelL — ^We 
Ihall  conclude  with  expremng  the  pleafure  with  which  we  have 
perufed  this  very  ufeful  view  of  the  ancient  Philofophy ;  and 
tlie  fentiments  of  a  fage,  whom  the  glare  of  a  conrt  did  not 
da35zle7  or  the  fociety  of  the  wicked  corrupt. 
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A  Syftem  of  Surgery.  By  Benjamin  Bell,,  Member  of  the  Royal 
Colleges  of  Surgeons,  of  Ireland  and  Edinburgh,  one  of  the 
Surgeons  to  the  Rtyal  Infirmary,  and  Fellotv  of  the  Royal  So-^ 
ciety  of  Edinburgh.  Illuftrated  tvith  Copper-plates.  Vol.  IF. 
Zvo.     6s.  in  Boards,     Robinfons* 

^T^HE  fucceffive  volumes  of  this  Syftem  fccm  to  be  executed 
•^  with  the  fame  care  and  ficill,  which  we  have  fo  often  had 
occafion  to  praife  in^the  works  of  Mr.  BelL  The  fourth,  be-  ' 
fore  us,  contains  an  account  of  the  Difeafes  of  the  Nofe  and 
Fauces,  of  the  Lips,  the  Mouth,  and  the  Ears.  The  mifcella- 
neous  chapters  arc  on  the  Wry  Neck,  Difeafes  of  the  Nipples, 
on  Iffues,  and  the  Inoculating  for  the  Small  Pox.  Thefe 
fubjedts  chiefly  introduce  the  minuter  operations ;  which  are 
often  troublefome,  and  frequently  require  no  lefs  ikill  and 
addrefs,  though  they  are  not  fo  fplendid  as  the  more  important ' 
ones,  or  followed  with  equal  fame.  But  '  ine&  fua  gratia 
parvis.* 

The  moft  intere^ing  parts  of  the  fubjefls  juft  mentioned 
arcy  the  treatment  of  polypi  in  the  nofe,  and  the  means  of 
paffing  a  ligature  round  their  necks  ;  but  the  general  methods 
are,  pretty  well  known,  and  need  not  detain  us :  the  more  un* 
ufual  ones  are  not  intelligible  without  the  plates.  One  part 
of  this,  volume,  however,  we  muft  examine  more  attentively. 

The  arrival  of  a  French  oculift,  M.  Pellier,  in  Scotland, 
his  great  fuccefs,  and  his  un ufual  candour,  have  induced  Mr* 
Bell  to  add  an  account  of  his  methods  of  treatment,  and  of 
operating.  Our  author  fpeaks  of  him  with  great  praife ; 
and,  from  this  account,  which  we  have  no  reafon  to  fufpeft 
as  particularly  partial,  M.  Pellier's  judgment,  activity,  and 
addrefs,  feem  to  be  very  confiderable.  His  attention  and  care 
are  equally  commendable. 

M.  Pellier  has  attained,  by  experience,  an  uncommon  de- 
gree of  difcernment  in  judging  of  the  ftate  of  a  catarad  pre- 
vious to  the  operation.  Our  autjior  has  heard  him  often  decide 
on  it,  and  always  found  that  his  judgment  was  accurate.  We 
ihall  fnbjoin  fome  of  his  obfervations. 

'  ]•  When  a  catarad  is  of  a  firm  confiflence,  it  is  in  almoll 
every  in  fiance  of  a  brown  colour  ;  it  appears  in  general  diredly 
behind  the  iris,  and  not  fo  deep  as  the  lens  is  ufually  placed, 
and  the  pupil  dilates  and  contracts  very  flowly. 

*  2.  When  it  is  fluid,  it  is  not  commonly  white,  but  rather 
of  a  cream  colour,  fomewhat  refembling  purulent  matter ;  and 
for  the  mod  part  in  this  variety  of  the  difeafe  the  globe  of  the. 
eye  appears  full,  and  fomewhat  larger  than  ufual. 

*  3«  It  fometimes  happens,  M.  Pellier  obferves,  that. along 
with  this  fluid  flate  of  a  cataract,  the  capfule  is  confiderab^y 
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thickened.     To  this  he  gives  the  appellanon  of  the  cyftic  c?- 
tara£l. 

*  7  h^  «olour  of  a  cataract  15  another  point  of  importxincp. 

*  K  W«)>ave  juft  obferved,  that  a  ti>,i|»  fluid  catara£t  is  for' 
the  mo<jl  p^rt  of  a  cream  colour ;  but  in  that  yaijery  of  the 
difeafe  which  is  obfcrvcd  in'children  at  birth,  althojugh  it  is 
always  fluid,  the  colour  is  almoll  always  a  milk  white.  In  ge- 
neral, iiowever,  at  other  periods  (^i  life,  a  white  catara^  is  of 
3  cheefy  confiftence. 

.*  ?.  When  a  cata'ra<5l  is  of  a  yeJlow  colour,  a  fmall  portion 
of  the  lens  commonly  remains  hard,  the  reil  of  it  being  dif- 
folvcd  into  a  thin  tr^nfparent  fluid,  forming  th.^t  variety  of  the 
difeafe  gfually  termed  the  l^ydarid  catarad. 

'  3.  Although  a  black  catara<ft  is  ijot  a  common  occurrence, 
"Mr.  Pellier  fays  he  has  met  with  different  ipltances  of  it.  The 
only  difeafe  for  which  it  may  be  miftaken  is  the  gutta  fprena  ; 
bat  it  may  be  diliinguijhcd  from  it  by  attention  and  obferva- 
tion.  In  the  gutta  fcrena,  the  difeafe  for  the  moll  part  conies 
onfuddenly,  the  pupil  is  of  a  deep  black,  it  femajns  immov- 
able in  every  degree  of  light,  and  the  parient  cannot  diilinguifli 
Cf)lQury,  or  the  cleareil  light  from  pcrfc^l  darknefb  ;  whereas, 
in  the  biacif  cataradt,  the  acceflion  of  blindnefs  is  commopiy 
jlovv  and  gradua/ ;  the  pMpil  contracts  apd  dilates  according  to 
the  ^t^rzt,  of  light  to  which  it  is  expo  ft  d  1  the  bottom  of  the. 
^ye  is  of  a  dark  colo^ir,  bijt  nqt  of  fucji  a  (ieep  black  as  in  the. 
gutta  ferena  ;  and  the  pfitient  can  dJ'^inguifb  li^ht  and  vivid 
colours.  1*)  fhort,  the  fymptom*s  of  tjiia  variety  of  the  difeafe 
are  exactly  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  common  catara£l ;  only, 
inrtead  of  being  white,  the  Opacity  is  bla^k, 

'  With  refpeCl  to  the  maturity  or  ripencfs  of  a  cataraft,  Mr. 
Peilier  pays  nO  regard  either  to  the  colour  or  confidence  of  the 
lens  :  he  always  confidcrs  the  operation  as  proper.,  when  the 
op.Kity  has  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  deprive  the  patient  of  fight, 
when  it  is  not  cpmpii(;at?d  with  fome  o^her  incurable  difeafe, 
and  when  the  habit  of  body  is  good.  He  always  prefeis  the 
method  cf  cure  by  extrat^ion,  exceptipg  in  a  few  cafes  where 
the  pupil  is  extremely  fuiali,  when  he  operates  by  depreliipn.' 

Mr.  Bell  then  defcvibps  the  ftranger*s  m^^hod  of  operating, 
which  we  caqnot  abridge;  biJt,  to  execute  what  is  defcribcd, 
requires  confiderable^dcxtcrity,  flis  treatment  afterwards  is 
fpme'timcs  peculiar,  r.nd  geneiajly  dccifjvc.  In  the  fubfequent 
inflammations,  after  local  bleeding  by  leeches,  he  orders  a 
bleeding  in  the  foot,  which  he  thinks  more  ufeful  than  in 
the  arm.  In  this  inftance,  we  fufped  a  liule  partiality  for 
the  old  do<ririiie  o{  revulfipn  has'  milled  him  from,  the  found 
didi?cles  of  experience.  A  liniment,  composed  of  the  wtdte 
of  an  tg^  and  powdered  alum,  is  applied  between  two 
folds  of  icft  old  linen  to  the  eye.  Inllead  of  alum,  he  fome* 
times  ufes  three  grains  of  fa^charum  fatqxni,  ?ind  as  much 
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whit^  vitiiol,  diflblved  i«  a  (poonfal  of  Tofe  water,  awd  beat 
up  wii:h  the  €gg.  Betides  the  <30HtinHcd  apptkattoa,  a  little 
of  it  is  inferted  between  the  eye-lids,  by  meati'S  of  a  •finall 
(we  fuppofe.  camel-hair)  pencil':  wJien  the  inflammation  is 
vfery  violent,  he  adually  cuts  off  Anall  portions  ef  t^«  t«rgid 
veiTels  of  the  tanica  conjutiftiva  and  eye-lids,  with  little  <:oa- 
vex  (dffars. 

*  When  matter  is  evidently  formed,  a  frequent  ufc  of  warm 
emollient  fomentations,  applied  particularly  to  the  eye  by 
xneatis  of  a  ifiinnel  of  pafteboard,  will  fometimes  produce  a 
flow  difchar^e  of  it  at  the  incifion  in  the  cornea:  but  when  this 
docs  not  fucceed  in  the  fpace -bf  eight  and  forty  hours,  no  more 
time  fhould  be  loll;' the  matter  ^ould  be  cvaccuued  by  an  in- 
cifion made  in  the  mpfi  depending  part  of  the  abicefs,  when  it 
is/eated  in  the  fubftance  of  the  cornea  ;.  or  by  OjKUiing  the  lips 
of  the  inciilons  made  {i>v  extra(^ing  the  CAt^rafl,  when  the  col- 
ledlion  is  found  to  be  in  either  of  the  chambers  of  the<eye.  By 
this  means  the  patient  will  be  immediately  relieved  from  pain,, 
while  at  the  fame  time  he  will  receive  the  only  chsnce  of  pre- 
ferving  the  ufe  of  his  eye. 

*  There  is  ftill  another  difagreeable  occnrrcnce  to  which  pa- 
tients are  liable  during  the  firll'two  or  three  weeks  after  this 
operation,  a  kind  of  ftaphyloma,  or  herniary  iwefling,  formed 
by  the  iris,  or  feme  other  part,  being  forced  out  at  the  open- 
ing in  the  cornea,  cither  by  violent  coughing,  fneezing,  or 
fome  other  effort ;  and  in  fome  inflances,  by  expofing  the  eye 
too  foon,  and  too  freqqenUy^  before  (he  cicatrix  is  faSciejfieljr 
firm  for  refilling  the  prciTure  thus  produced  upon  it.  When  the 
fwelling  which  thus  takes  place  is  fmall,  it  may  conamonly  be 
removed  by  touching  it  frequently  with  a  fmaJl  pencil  dipped 
in  Goulard's  extrait  of  lead,  concentrated  by  evaporation,  or 
in  any  mild  antimonial,  efcharotic :  an  attempt,  Mr.  Pellier 
obferves,  that  may  be  made  with  perfe^  fafety,  if  care  be  taken 
to  prevent  the  caultic  from  hurting  the  reJl  of  the  eye,  by  touch- 
ing the  difeafed  part  only  with  it,  and  immerfing  the  whole  eye 
immediately  in  warm  milk,  or  in  lome  warm  emollient  decoc- 
tion. But  when  the  difeafe  is  farther  advanced,  and  if  it  be  of 
a  firm  folid  nature,  it  anfwcrs  better  to  remove  the  protradcd 
part  entirely,  either  with  the  knife  or  the  fciffars;  or  if  it  ap- 

'  pears  10  be  any  part  of  the  aqueous  humour  contained  in  a 
thin  membranous  production,  as  is  fometimes  the  cafe,  all  that 
is  in  general  found  neceflary  is,  to  make  an  incifion  into  it 
with  a  lancet,  of  a  fize  fufficieni  for  difcharging  it.' 

Wc  have  made  cofious  extradls  from  this  part  of  the  work, 
becaufe  we  confidcr  it  as  of  great  confequence,  and  think  that 
M.  Pellier  has  materially  improved  the  treatment  of  the  dif- 
cafes  of  thefe  organs,  Mr.  Bell  differs  from  him  in  two  par- 
ticulars :  one  relates  to  th^  mode  of  performing  a  particular 
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part  of  the  operation  ;  the  fecond  refpeds  the  pradicability  of 
'  extradling  the  capfule  of  the  lens.  Mr.  Bell  thinks  that»  from 
its  iituation  and  connedlions,  it  is  impradicable^  at  leail  in  the 
way  which  M.  Pellier  faggefts ;  and  that  fome  preternatural 
membrane  has  been  miflaken  for  it. 

In  common  ophthalmia,  when  he  divides  the  turgid  veiTels 
of  the  adnata,  he  carries  his  inciiion  round  the  globe  of  the 
eye,  and  bathes  it  in  warm  water  to  encourage  the  bleeding. 
Emollients,  in  general,  he  condemns  ;  but,  after  the  bleeding, 
advifes  a  little  of  the  following  ointment  to  be  introduced  by 
a  blunt  probe  into  the  eye. 

*   R.  Mercur.  precip,  rubr. 

Lapid.  calaman.  pp^^  a^  ^ifs. 

Lythargyrii  pp",         -       ji. 

Tutiae  pp".  -  sfs. 

Cinnab.  nativ.  -  3i. 

'  F*  pnlv.  tenuiflim.  et  mifce  cum  axungias  porcinae  ^ii.  et 
adde  balfam.  Peruviani  gutt.  xv.' 

When  the  middle  prominent  part  of  the  cornea  is  obfuf- 
cated  by  an  albugo,  he  contrives  to  let  in  fome  light  at  the 
£des,  by  adually  dividing  the  iris,  and  enlarging  the  pupil. 
His  method  is  defcribed  at  fome  length. 

The  treatment  of  the  fiflula  lacrymalis  is  alfo  improved,  by 
a  particular  form  of  the  tube  employed  to  make  the  artificial 
opening,  and  a  new  method  of  fixing  it  ;  by  which  we  avoid 
the  inconveniences  of  its  flipping  out, by  the  fac,  or  into  the 
nofe. 

Perhaps  fome  parts  of  our  author's  practice  may  (eeni  too 
bold  and  daring  ;  but  we  have  Mr,  Bell's  authority  for  their 
having  been  frequently  executed  with  fuccefs.  To  •  dare 
nobly'  is  a  furgeon's  province  ;  and,  in  this  enterprifing  age^ 
great  advantages  have  been  derived  from  the  cool  intrepidity 
of  operators.  The  man  who  firfl  cut  the  bladder  to  extrad  a 
Hone ;  he  who  firft  bored  the  fkull,  or  pierced  the  cheft 
for  concealed  matter,  muft  furvey,  with  contempt,  the  timid 
furgeon  ;  and,  looking  on  an  artift  like  M.  Pellier,  cry  out, 
in  triumph.  This  is  indeed  my  fon  ! 

jt  Narrative  of  the  Death  of  Captain  James  Cook*     To  ivhich 

are  added  fome  Particulars  concerning  his  Life  and  CharaQer. 

And  Obfehuations   refpeSing  the  Introduction  of  the  Venereal 

Difeafe  into  the  Sandivich  lflands%     Bj  Da*vid  Sam'well,  Sur-^ 

geon  of  the  Difco<verj,     j^to,     zs.  6d,     Robinfons. 

X/f  R.  Samwell's  object  is  to  prove  that  captain  Cook  did  not 

^^  lofe  his  life  in  confequence  of  inattention,  rafhnefs,  or 

^  an  unwarrantable  contempt  of  tht  fpirit  of  the  iflanders ;  but 

from 
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£rom  an  unfortanate  concurtence  of  circumftances^  and  th^ 
miilake  of  the  gentleman  who  commanded  the  launch*  The 
relation  of  the  cataftrophe  differs  in  this  refpeft,  and  in  fome 
other  lefs  important  circumftances,  from  the  narrative  of  cap*- 
taih  King.  Mr*  Sam  well  thinks  that  the  jealoufy  of  the  na- 
tives was  not  roufed  by  the  return  of  the  (hips ;  that  the  few 
people  feen  in  the  harbour  was  owing  to  accident,  and  the 
taboo  was  a  neceffary  ceremony,  before  the  renewal  of  the 
€9mmercial  and  friendly  connexions.  His  orthography  too 
differs  materially  from  that  in  the  narrative  of  the  voyage. 
On  the  whole,  we  fee  nothing  very  important  in  thefc  correc- 
tions ;  and  we  fufpedk  a  little  perfonal  animofity  to  have  been 
their  fource  ;  for,  on  the  mofl  careful  comparifon  of  the  cir- 
Gumflances,  we  cannot  perceive  the  fatal  influence  of  the 
miilake,  made  by  the  cbm'mander  of  the  launch,  with  refpeft 
to  captain  Cook.  We  do  not  clearly  fee,  on  the  other  hand^ 
that  this  great  navigator's  chara£l:er  is  much  elucidated,  or 
ably  defended.  The  misfortune  of  the  day  arofe  entirely 
from  the  occurrence  in  the  bay  during  the  captain's  vifit  to 
the  king,  which,  as  no  forefight  could  have  anticipated,  no 
prudence  could  have  guarded  againft.  If  this  accident  had 
not  happened,  the  vifit  would  not  have  deferved  the  epithet 
of  rafh  ;  for  the  confequences  would  have  probably  been  hap- 
py .—-The  Life  of  captain  Cook  contains  nothing  particalarly 
new  or  intereiling. 

Mr*  Sam  well  thinks  that  the  venereal  difeafe  was  not  intro- 
duced into  the  Sandwich  Iflands  by  our  fhips.  They  Br& 
touched  at  Atowai :  the  men  who  were  fent  alhore  were  known 
to  be  in  perfed  health,  and  were  not  afterwards  on  the  iur- 
geon's  lift ;  yet,  in  the  fubfequent  vifit  to  .Ouwhyee,  they 
were  accufed  of  having  left  the  difeafe  at  the  firil  ifland.  It 
is  evident  that  this  report  was  general,  though  the  author 
could  meet  with  no  one  to  authenticate  it,  or  who  could  prove 
that  it  was  a  new  difeafe.  As  we  fhall  have  occkfion  to  men- 
tion this  fnbjed  in  our  review  of  Mr*  Hunter's  work,  we  fhall 
then  probably  find,  that  the  difeafe  may  be  really  communi-  ' 
cated  by  a  perfon  who  has  not  the  fymptoms  of  it :  in  other 
words,  that  the  poifon  may  lurk  in  fuch  fmall  quantities,  or 
in  fuch  a  diluted  ilate,  as  to  have  no  effcGt  on  a  conilitution 
habituated  to  it,  but  flill  capable  of  being  communicated  to 
another  who  has  never  experienced  the  difeafe*  If  it  is  a  faft, 
that  venereal  complaints  appeared  afterwards  at  Atowai,  it 
muil  have  been  derived  from  our  fhips ;  for,  without  attend- 
ing to  the  author's  infinuation,  that  it  may  have  been  an  old 
complaint,  we  may  be  pretty  certain,  irom  the  known  difpo- 
fi^ioQ  of  failors,  that  if  they  did  not  carry  it  there^  they  would 

/  have 
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liaTe  brought  it  from  thence.  W«  wiH  Hllo«r>  tiiat  comfinoniw 
cation  between  people  who  have  So  Hctb  kmiwiedge  of  emch 
other's  language,  is  very  uncertain,  and  that  mtlbkes  eaii)y- 
happen  ;  yet  the  great  probabilities^  in  other  nr^^s,  are  ttn^ 
powerful  for  the  force  of  the  fi^liowing  imnarkt^  certaittiy  th« 
mM  cogent  ones  which  the  author  has  adduced* 

*  Whether  it  be  fnfficient  to  fupport  Aich  an  accufation,  I 
will  leave  others  to  judge,  after  what  I  have  related  abote; 
and  proceed  to  point  out  fuch  other  circumi^atices  as  tjenti  to 
provei  that  the  difeaA:  was  not  left  at  thfrfe  iilands  by  our 
ihips.  From  every  thing  we  could  learn >  it  appeared;  that 
there  is  but  little  intercourfe  between  Atowai  and  the  i Hands 
to  windward,  efpecially  Ouwhyee,  which  is  about  fifty  leaguues 
4iAant :  and  the  ne2rrelt-to  Atowai,  which  is  Oahoo,  is  five 
and  twenty  leagues.  Thereis  generally  fome  mifunderiland'^ 
ing  between  them,  and,  excepting  for  ho(!iIe  purpofes,  the 
iirhabitants  rarely  vifit  each  other;  But  were  ive  even  to  allow, 
that  there  is  a  frequetrt  intercourfe  between  them,  which  from 
the  diilance  alone  is  highly  improbable,  yet  it  is  hardly  pof^^ 
£bie  that  the  difcafe  ihould  ha.ve  fpread  fo  far,  and  fo  univer- 
fally,  as  we  foand  rt  at  Ouwhyee,  in  the  fhort  fpace  of  time 
which  intervened  between  our  £rfl  aad  fecond  vifit  to  the 
Sandwich  Jllands.  On  the  fame  fuppofition,  it  will  appear 
yjcry  extraordinary,  that  we  ihould  have  found  it  more  com- 
mon by  far  at  Ouwhyee  than  at  Atowai,  the  place  where  we 
are  fuppofcd  to  have  iirft  left  it.  That  this  was  the  cafe, 
however,  from  my  fituation  at  that  timie,  as  furgeon  of  thp 
Discovery,  I  am  able  to  pronounce  with  tome  certainty.  The 
prieils  pretended  to  be  expert  at  curing  it,  and  feemed  to  have 
an  ef^abiiihed  mode  of  treatment ;  which  by  no  means  implied, 
that  it  was  a  recent  complaint  among  them,  much  lefs  that  it 
was  introduced  only  a  few  months  before.' 

The  extent  of  the  population,  and  the  frequency  of  the  inter- 
courfe, will  account  for  the  difficulty  which  Mr.  Samwell  feels;' 
and  he  muft  allow  ub  to  add,  that  when  the  prieds  undertook 
the  cure,  he  cotuld  not  know  whether  their  *  eftablifhed  me* 
thods*  were  thofe  of  a  few  weeks,  or  of  fucccffivc  ages. 

From  a  former  enquiry,  in  our  Fifty  fixth  Volume,  we 
concluded  that  our  vifits  to  the  South  Sea  iflands  bad  been  the 
fatal  caufe  of  their,  acquaintance  with  this  difeafe,  and  the 
arguments  of  this  author  have  not  altered  our  opinion.  With 
a-  little  found  pbilofophy,  a^d  fome  unprejudiced  hiitorical 
enquiries,  we  think  we  may  yet  dcte^  its  fource ;  and  we 
ihall  then  ^d  it  an  endemic  difeafe  of  a  warm  disiate,  which 
acquired  only  its  great  virulence  from  its  being  brought  to  a 
Ith  ge^iai  ti^d  Ids  favourable  iitu^tioiu  U  may  not  have  beea 

Digitized  byCaOOQlC 


Emi^ i^rcatt/&  on  tht  Vtnerfiai  T>ifA.afi>  413-, 

cxcluiivdy  confined  to,  thje  old  world;  and>  frojiu  tbe  cpiad^'. 
dea>Q<:  of  the  two/fdju»rces, .  the  ob.rcdrity  of  the  fabjefl,  as  well 
as  tfae  QialigQUy  of  the.  difeajCb^  may  ]ia.ve  been  mach  in* 
crea,fe4« 

■I     III     M'l    >ii»i>mi»    »■!     «■  ■■iii»  ■■  i»  -I  ■  in  J I    imiiw    iiiupimwim     '■  ■'    ■'mn      im  »i   ■ 

A*  Treati/e  on  the  Venereal  D^/Mfe.  By  John  Hunter,  ^to.   r A  is*  '' 

Sold  at  N^  13,  Caftlc-ftreet,  Leicester- Sq-u are. 
"1  jIfT'tHKN  new  opinions  ape  genei^ally  re«ei*««di>  and  iwaqvSl-^ 
^^  tions  on  the  eftabli^ed  pra^Hce  foHowed,  the  here^ 
obtains  the  title  of  reformation.  At  prefent,  too  m4ix:h,  in 
this  volume,  is  heretical ;  yet  we  perceive  traces  of  reforma- 
tion ;  and  even  in  thofe  paiTages  which  may  be  lligmatized. 
with,  the  more  obnpxious  term,  there  is  a  boldaeCs  and  ingftr  \ 
nuity  which  deferve  ourpraifes  and  our  thajiiis.  It  is  no  lixde 
merit  in  an  author  to  leave  the  beaten  path,  to  think  for  hi4nr 
fclf,.and,.  wiith'  4  fi<j^, in4^i9Rdenice,  to  fp^ak  his  fentime»ts. 
Tjjath  never  fuifefls.  by?  a.  candid  difcoffioov  asid-.ernic  fl©u% 
riihes.  by  frequent  repewtioft*  , 

The  Introdnfijion  relates  to-  the  an»ma1  cxsconomy  :  the  atn- 
thor's  opinion*  are*  confeffedly  peculiar,  <b  that  he  was  right 
to  introduce  them  before  he  had  occafibn  to  apply  them  in  pa- 
thological difcufliohs.  He  firll  explains,  the  different  kinds  of 
fympathies,  and  then  endeavours  to  fhow,  that  *  difeafed  ac- 
tions are  ipcompaxible  with  each  other.'  We  know  it  is  the  . 
cafe  in  fevers,  and. that  fomc  fevers  will  fwfpend  a gonorrhcea ; 
but  it  remgiqs  dill  to  be  (hewn*  that  chronic  difeafes  will^  from^ 
this  law  of  nature,  iniiiience  eac/h  other.  A  icorbntic  perfon  is^ 
we  know,  fubjc^:  to  the; lucs^ venerea;  and  the  true  hcdlici« often 
combined  with  the  fame  difeafe.  In  the  inftance  adduced  b/ 
Mr.  Hwnter,  the  infe^ion  of  meazles  ftdpped'theTmaO-pox : 
we  remember  to  have  feen  more  thaa  one  fimilar  cafe,  when 
the  two  difeafes  were  epidemic  at  the  fame  time ;  yet  it  was, 
then  equally  certain,  that  the  fmall-pox,  attacking  a  patient 
labouring  under  meazles,  did  not  check  them,. but  the  difeafed 
actions,  to  ufe  our  author's  words,  were,  in  that  order,  en-  ., 
tirely  compatible.  We  then  faw  the  meazles  appear  on  the 
fkin,  between  the. yariplous,  puHftles,  while  the  fmall-pox  was  . 
the  original  difeafe,  and  the  puilules  did  not  advance  till  the 
meazle^  difappeared  ;  they  after wards^  prcferved  the  order  of  ■ 
maturation  and  turning,  in  the  fame- way  as  if  the  period  of 
the  meazles  had  not  e^^ifted:  that  time  feemed  entirely  loft. 
Mr.  Hunter  is  right  in  his  principle;  but  lie  has  made  it  too 
general. 

He  next  compares  the  powers  of  different  parts  6f  the  body, 
either  as  more  near  to,,  or  remote  froio  the  heart,  or  as  of . 
.^  diiFetent 
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different  ftruflures ;  and  next  mentions  the  parts  more  parti-  ' 
cnlarly  fufceptibleof  peculiar  difeafes.  He  then  explains  the 
different  fpecies  of  inflammation  ;  but  his  opinions  and  lan- 
guage on  this  fubjedb  have  been  often  publifiied.  The  follow- 
ing account  of  mortification  we  fhall  fele^  The  opinion  is 
spt  very  unlijce  the  new  one,  that^  by  increafing  excitement^  ^ 
we  confume  the  excitability. 

'  Iconfider  inflammation  as  an  increafed  a£tion  of  that  power 
which  a  part  is  naturally  in  pofTeflion  of;  this  increafed  adlion 
in  healthy  inflammations  at  leafb,  is  probably  attended  with  an 
increafe  of  power :  but  in  inflammations  which  terminate  in 
mortification,  there  is  no  increafe  of  power ;  on  the  contrary, 
there  is  a  diminution  of  power,  which,  joined  to  an  increafed 
a^ion,  becomes  the  caufe  of  mortification,  by  defboying  the 
balance  which  ought  to  fubfifl  between  the  power  and  adion  of 
every  part. 

•  *  It  is  plain  from  the  common  pra6kice  that  the  weaknefs  has 
been  attended  to,  but  it  is  as  plain  that  t;he  increafed  action  has 
been  overlooked ;  and,  therefore,  the  whole  aim  has  been  to 
increafe  the  adiion,  with  a  view  to  remove  the  weaknefs.  The 
Peruvian  bark,  confe£lio  cardiaca  ferpentaria,  &c.  have  been 
given  in  as  large  quantities  as  the  cafe  appeared  to  require,  or 
the  conilitution  could  bear;  by  which  means  an  artificial  or 
temporary  appearance  of  flrength  has  been  produced,  while  it 
was  only  an  increafed  adlion.  The  cordials  and  wine,  ujk>n 
the  principle  on  which  they  have  been  given,  are  rationally 
adminiflered  ;  but  there  are  ffrong  reafons  for  not  recommend- 
ing them,  arifing  from  the  general  effedt  which  all  cordials  have 
of  increafing  the  a£lion  without  givine  real  flrength  ;  and  the 
powers  of  the  body  are  afterwards  funk  propoicionally  as  they 
have  been  raifed,  by  which  nothing  can  be  gained,  but  a  great 
deal  may  belofl ;  for- in  all  cafes,  if  the  powers  are  allowed  to 
fink  below  a  certain  point,  they  are  irrecoverable* 

*•  The  local  treatment  has  been  as  abfurd  as  the  conilitution- 
al ;  fcarifications  have  been  made  down  to  the  living  parts,  that 
Himulating  and  antifceptic  medicines  might  be  applied  to  them, 
as  turpentines,  the  warmer  balfams,  and  fometimes  the  efTential 
oils ;  warm  fomentations  have  been  alfo  applied  as  congenial  to 
life;  bat  warmth  always  increafes  aflion,  and  ftimulants  are 
improper,  where  the  anions  are  already  too  violent* 

*  Upon  the  principles  here  laid  down,  the  bark  is  the  only 
medicine  that  can  be  depended  upon,  as  it  increafes  the  powers 
and  lefTens  the  action*  Upon  many  occafions  opium  will  be  of 
fingular  fervice  by  lefiTening  the  action,  although  it  doe>  not 
give  real  flrength  ;  I  have  leen  good  effedts  from  it  Both  when 
given  internally  in  large  dofes,  and  when  applied  to  the  part. 
Keeping  the  parts  cool  is  proper,  and  all  the  application  fhould 
be  cold.  The  above  pradice  is  to  be  kept  in  view  in  mortifica- 
tions that  happen  in  the  venereal  difeafet' 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Hunter,  in  the  work  itfelf,  examines  the  poifon  and  its 
effedis  :  we  cannot,  for  various  reafons,  follow  his  fteps^/but 
ihall  f^led  occafionally  his  obfervations,  either  when  we  meet 
with  any  which  are  new  or  curious,  when  thofe  occur  which 
feem  particularly  ufeful^  or  fome times  when  we  think  him 
miflaken. 

The  inflammation,  in  the  local  difeafe,  feems^  in  our  au- 
thor's opinion,  to  be  rather  an  attendant  on  the  difeafe,  than 
an  efienlial  part  of  it*  The  matter,  formed  either  with  or 
without  inflammation,  is  the  means  by  which  it  is  received 
and  communicated :  and  he  thinks  that  there  is  no  great  dif-' 
ference  in  the  acrimony  of  the  matter,  in  different  cafes.  As- 
in  the.  fmall-pox,  the  difeafe  depends  more  on  the  conflitution 
which  receives  it,  than  on  the  matter  received  ;  yet  by  habit, 
the  body  is  accuilomed  to  the  effe^s  of  the  poifon,  and  it  will  ' 
produce  the  difeafe  in  a  perfon  not  habituated  to  it,  though 
no  irritation,  or  very  little  difcharge  appeared  in  him  who 
communicated  it.  This  fadt,  which  we  believe  to  be  true, 
we  hinted  at  in  our  review  of  Mr.  Samwell's  enquiry  into  the 
origin  of  the  venereal  difeafe  in  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  To 
Otaheite,  Mr.  Hunter  thinks  it  muH  have  been  carried  by 
Bougainville,  not  by  Wallis ;  and  that  the  chancre  and  go* 
norrhoea  arife  from  the  fame  poifon. 

The  caufe  of  the  poifonous  vquality  is,  in  Mr*  Hunter's 
opinion,  a  peculiar  adiion,  which  produces  effeds  till  the  vef- 
Ms  are  habituated  to  its  powers.  He  thinks  that  poifon  doed 
not  ad  by  afEmilation.  He  has  indeed  clearly  eftablifhed  the 
power  of  a  peculiar  and  fpecific  irritation  ;  but  he  has  not 
deftroyed  the  aflimilatory  power. '  It  is  very  difficult  to  fay, 
on  any  other  view,  why  every  particle  of  matter,  fecreted  in 
confequence  of  a  fpecific  irritation,  ihould  be  a  femes  of  the 
fame  difeafe.  We  can  perceive  no  peculiarity  in  the  inflam- 
mation ;  and  if  there  were,  we  know  not  by  what  means  it 
ihould  alter  the  nature  of  the  difcharge,  and  produce  a  poifon, 
not  originally  in  the  conftitution.  Befides,  in  every  cafe  of 
this  kind,  of  hydrophobia  and  innocalated  fmall-pox,  the 
efl[eds  do  not  immediately  follow  the  infedion.  Is  it  that  the 
living  power  is  not  fufceptible  of  irritation?  This  is  fome- 
times,  but  not  univerfall/,  the  cafe  ;  and,  when  it  is  fo,  the 
poifon  is  foon  deprived  of  its  noxious  power :  it  muft,  there- 
fore, arife  from  the  caufe  not  being  fofEciently  adlive*  The 
increafed  activity,  in  the  lafl:  age  would  have  been  called  ex«>  * 
altation  ;  at  prefent,  it  muH  be  either  putrefaction  or  ferment- 
ation.    The  choice  will  be  foon  decided. 

The  following  paffage  muft  be  given  in  the  author's  own 
words. 

6  « The 
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*  The  venereal  diftja'fe  becomes  often  the  immexJiate  canfc 
of  other  difordiersv  by  caMing  forth  latent!  tendencies  to  aftion. 
Ibis:  doBs  not  happiein  from  irs  being  v«eji«tieal)  but^fVom  ifs 
hitving:  dfifliToyed.  trhie  itatura,];  ai^ons,.  fa  that  the  raomieni;  t^c 
venereatl  a^^ioo  ^od  di fj^oildon.  i^  tfrrn^ioated^  thi^  other  takes 
place ;  and  I  ha\ie  feen  in  many  cafes  the  tendency  fo  very  ftrpng,, 
that  it  has-  taken,  place  before,  the  venereal  has  been,  en  tins!  y  ' 
fubdued  ;  for.  By  piirfuing  the  mercurial  cou-rfe,  the  fymptoms^ 
have  grown  vvorfe  ;  but  by  taking  up  the  new  difpofition,,  anc{ 
rendering  it.lefs  adive  than  the  venereal, 'the  venereal  h.is  come 
into  action  anew;  and  thefc  effects  have  tai^en"  plkce  alternately 
feveral  time?.  In  f\ich  cafes  it  is  a  lucky  circumftan^e  wfien 
the  two  rnode^  of  treatment  can  be  united  ;  buf  whe*rc  they  -vlOl 
ire  oppoiition,  it  is  very  unfortunate.  If  the  venereal difeafe* 
attacks  the  lung?,  although  that  difpofftioir  m^ty  be  correded^ 
confiimption  may,  eufee;  and  in  like  raanaer,  where  the  bones 
are  afi]e6ted»  or  the  noffe,  ftrofulous  fw^eUii^gSs  or  ii4itt.la  lachry- 
jnali&,  may  be  oiie  tonfcquejice,.  though' the. difeafe  may  ha^v^* 
been  cured. 

*  Many  of  the  dlfeafes  arlifing  from  this  caufe  appear  to  be 
peculiar  jtofuch  caufes,  and  feem  to  be.  formed  out  of  the  con- 
fiitution,  the  difeafe,  and  method" of  cure  ;  therefore  it  is  dif- 
ficuit  to  fay  of  what  nature  fuch* a^ dffeafe  may  be';  bur  it  wilV 
iiT  general  have  a-  partictrlar  tendency* from  the  con/titutionr ; 
and  if  we  are  acquninted  with  the*  general'  tendency  of  a*c?on-  ' 
ilttatipn,  we  are -to  fdfpQi^  that  as  the  (Irong^ft  Ci^le,  andPtbat 
the-  difeafei  wi  U  partalcE:' more- of:  i t  thair* of  the  other..  In  thi» 
country  thefecomplMntshctve  moft  oommonly  a'Tcrofulous  ten«<^ 
dfljToy^  and  ara  often*  truly*  fcrofuloos,  the  difeafe  partaking 
more  of  that  tendency  than  any  other.' 

,  Tha<t  the-  locali  difeafe.  is  Only.  an;infhiminatJon,  and  .not  t&si 
ulcere  was  long? fince  afccrtained  by  our  author;  and  be--na\v 
ckrmsi.the  difto.ver^'.  He  ihjnki?,  in  this.fpecies  of;the:difeafe,. 
the  poi fon  may  "1 » e  fi  X  weeks  w  i  tiiaa  t  prod  u oi  u  g/  i  t  s  .e§"c^ >  He. 
mfntion^jtwBfitti^anceSvof  the.'g^norrjiaja^appearihg  next  raciin- 
ing».  We. have,  met  witb- others^  on  which  we  could  depehd. 
Iri:  geaerai,  ^however,  caeteris.  paribus^  the  more  quickly  the 
difcharge  appeaxedi  rfieflighter  was:  the  difeafe:  our  authoir 
hints,. fchat  one  of  thefe  early  cafes  was  very  troublefome.  The 
fyjnptoms- of  diftindion  between  the  fimple  and  virulent  dif- 
charge^,  which  Mr.  Hunter  mentions^,,  are  fewi  but  they,  are 
clear -and.  deceive,;  , 

The  fuppuratioir  is  fuppofc>d;by.ouriajaihor  not  to.  remQV«. 
the.  difeafe,  smd:  the.  matter  difcharg^ed  not ,  to  continue'  or  in-  . 
creafe  it^  though:  the.  parts-  be,  not  cleaned;  ,  The  eoraplamt  is  : 
owing  to  the  fpecific  irritation  on  the  living  pri-ncipicy/andits 
renipyal^  tQ,tbfi  cefFatt<m;of  its  a£tioniJnconfeqaence.or'habit: 
This  probably  is  true^  with  fome  limitations :  what  foUciws 
..  .  •       .  -  we 
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^  (ball  ieled  without  a  remark ;  but  is  fupported  by  fomtf 
extraordinary  fa6ls. 

'  I  carry  this  idea  flill  farther,  and  aflert  that  the  parts  be- 
come lefs  fufceptible  of  the  venereal  irritation  ;  and  that  not 
only  a  gonorrhoea  could  not  be  continued  by  the  application  of 
either  itaown  orfrelh  matter;  bt^t  that  a  man  could  not  get  a  . 
frcfli  gonorrhoea^  nor  a  chancre,  if  he  applied  frefh  vene- 
real matter  to  the  parts  when  the  cure  is  nearly  completed,  and 
continued  the'application  ever  after^  oi"  at  leall  at  fuch  intervals 
as^ere  within  the  efFed  of  habit.  For  I  can  conceive  that  in  • 
time  the  parts  may  become  fo  habituated  to  this  application  as 
'  to  be  infenfible  of  it ;  for,  by  a  pretty  conftant  application^ 
the  parts  would  never  be  allowed  to  forget  this  irritation,  or 
rather  never  become  unaccufiomed  to  it ;  and,  therefore,  this 
fupply  of  freih  matter  could  not  afFedt  the  parts  fo  as  to  renew 
the  difeafe  till  they  firft  recovered  their  original  and  natural 
Hate,  and  ^en  they  would  be  capable  of  being  affected  again.* 

Oor  author  then  defcribes  the  gonorrhoea,  and  the  feveral 

methods  o(  cure,  with  great  accuracy  and  judgment.   '  The 

following  paiTage  we  feled  as  a  fpecimen  of  his  manner ;  and 

.  we  have  6hofeh  it  alio  to  fhow  the  application  of  his  general 

principles. 

*  The  afiringent  inje£lions  can  qnly  a6l  by  lefTening  fhe  dif-* 
charge,  they  can  have  no  fpecific  efFecl  upon  the  inflammation  ; 
but  as  they  muit  afFe^  tl^e  adtions  of  the  living  powers,  it  is 
poflible  they  may  alter  the  venereal  difpofition^  They  ihoald 
only  be  ufed  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  difeafe^  when  it  has 
become  mild,  and  the  parts  begin  to  itch.  But  this  ihould  be 
according  to  circumllances,  and  if  the  difeafe  began  mildly 
they  may  be  ufed  at  the  very  beginning;  for  by  gradually  lef- 
fening  the  difcharge  without  increafmg  the  inflammation,  we 
complete  the  cure,  and  prevent  a  continuation  (5f  the  difcharge* 
called  a  gleet.  Injec^Vions  of  this  kind  very  probably  ftimulajte 
in  foch  a  way  as  to  make  the  vefTels  of  the  part  contract,  and 
probably  hinder  the  a<5t  of  fecretion  ;  we  can  hardly  fuppof^^ 
that  they  adt  chemically  by  coagulating  the  jdices.  They  will 
have  an  irritating  quality  if  ufed  ftrong,  which  in  {om&  mea** 
fure  deftroys  their  altringency,  or  rather  makes  the  parts  adJi 
contrary  to  what  they  would  do  from  the  application  of  ^.  fimple 
adringent ;  fo  that  they  offen  increafe  tBe  difcharge  iniV^d  of 
leiTsning  it,  by  which  means  the  difeafe  alfo  may  be  (:ured,  in 
the  iiimc  way  as  by  irritating  inje£lions,  that  is^by  altering  the 
difpofition  of  the  inflammation.  When  more  mild,  they  ofieri 
Hop  the  difcharge,  without  however  in  all  cafes  hadenlng  th'd 
cure;  for  the  inflammation  may  flill  continue  even  longeif 
than  it  otherwife  would  have  done,  if  the  ^tendency  to  (e^ 
cretioh  had  not  been  Hopped ;  for  1  have  already  obferved, 
that  a  furface  that  difcharges  has  aflumed  the  complete  a6ti<7n 
,  Vol.  LXI.  June^   1  ;^S6.  E  c  *  ot 
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of  the  difeafe,  which  is  oae  ftep  towards  a  cure  or  termin^tioo- 
However  it  fometimes  happens,  that  an  aftringent  injeftion  will 
cure  a  flight  irritation  in  a  vtry  few  days.     My  experience  Mas 
-  Dot  tai^ht  me  that  one  adringent  is  better  than  another/    • 

Mr.  Hunter  proceeds  to  explain  the  nature  and  treatment 
cf  th^  various  confequences  of  gonorrhoea,  in  a  clear  fatisfac- 
tory  manner.  The  diieafes  of  the  urethra  and  bladder  are 
explained  with  great  accuracy,  and  the  treatment  is  decifivc 
and  judicious  :  fuch  various  methods  of  relief  have  never  hi- 
therto been  accumulated  in  one  work.  In  accounting  for  the 
numerous  confequences  of  this  difeafe,  he  makes  a  fingular 
obfervation.  Naturt,  fays  be,  never  adapts  ojje  organ  for 
two  purppfcs  fo  dexieroufly  as  lo  render  it  capable  of  perform*  , 
ing  either  fundion  completely.  His  indances  are  drawn  from 
the  legs  of  water- fowl,  and  other  parts  of  nature ;  and,  from . 
this  fource,  he  explains  the  various  difeafes  of  the  urethra. 
We  may  alfo  add,  becaufe  it  is  connefted  with  the  fame  fub- 
jed,  that  he  thinks  the  femen  is  fumiOied  diredily  from  the 
teftes,  and  not  previouily  lodged  in  the  veficulaei  femioales. 
We  mean  not  to  commend  indifcriminately,  for  we  fufpedl 
that  he  fometimes  errs  ;  but  we  have  iiddom  feen  a  fyflem  of 
pradice,  as  a  whole,  more  pointed,  connefted,  and  judicious* 
The  author  has  examined  >c very  part  of  his  fubjeft  with  clofe 
attention,  fometimes  through  the  medium  of  his  phyiiologic;^ 
principles,  but  he  has  not  decided  without  an  appeal  to. ex- 
perience. We  think  that  ^vtty  pra£litioner  will  nnderftand 
the  difeafes  of  thefe  organs  better  from  the  work  before  us, 
though  his  peculiar  objed  be  not  the  fpecific  complaint  of  ' 
which  the  author  treats, 

-  Mr.  Hunter  next  confiders  th<*  infedion  more  generally  ; 
and,  as  a  flep  from,  one  forni  of  the  difeafe  to  another,  ex- 
plains, tha  nature  of  chancres,  bubos,  &c.  We  fhould  not 
have  followed  him  in  this  part  but  to  mention,  that,  in  cafes 
of  chancres,  treated  with  mercurials  internally  and  externally, 
he  has  feen  floughs  come  on  the  throat  during  the  courfe, 
whkh  he  feems  to  think  may  not  be  venereal.  Perhaps  every 
practitioner  has  been  fometimes  perplexed  by  fimilar  accidents, 
and  they  are  more  dillr^efilng,  becaufe  in  their  appearance  they 
fecm  truly  venereal.  In  fome  of  the  cafes  which  are  men- 
tioned in  this  volume,  they  were  not  fo ;  and  we  can  add, 
from  our  own  experience,  others  of  the  fame  krnd.  They 
fhould  be  carefully  watched,  becaufe  they  may  arife  from  fome 
remaining  infedlion  :  the  bell  criterion  to  dillinguilh  when 
,  the/  are  not,  is  their  fpreading  while  the  patient  is  under  a 
mercurial  courfe,-  and  their  lefTening  wheu  the  oiercary  it 
omitted,  •      ,     •    . 

6  In 
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'  ta  the  bubo,  our  author  allows  that  the  matter  is  fyphilitic^ 
\}\ii  doubts  whether  the  bubos,  formed  on  the  introdu(flion  of 
other  poifons,  contain  the  fpecific  matter  capable  of  producing 
the  difeafe.  The  following  obferyations  alfo  defcrvcs  great  at- 
tention. 

*  I  h^ve  long  fufpeded  a  mixed  cafe,  and  I  am  nowcertaia 
that  fuch  exifts,  I  have  fecn  cafes  where  the  venereal  matter^ 
like  a  cold  or  fever,  has  only  irritated  the  glands  to  difeafe, 
producing  in  them  fcrofula,  to  which  they  were  predifpofed. 

*  In  fuch  cafes  the  fwellings  commonly  arife  flowly,  give  but 
little  pain,  and  feem  to  be  rather  haftened  in  their  progrefs  if 
mercury  is  given  to  deftroy  the  venereal  difpofition.  Some  ' 
come  to  fappuration  while  under  this  refolving  courfe ;  and 
Others,  \vhich  probably  had  a  venereal  taint  at  firft,  become  fo 
iiidolenty  that  mercury  has  no  effect  upon  them,  and  in  the  end 
get  well  either  of  themfelves,  or  by  other  means,  which  I  ima* 
gine  may  have  induced  fome  to  think  that  bubos  are  nevej^  ve- 
nereal •  Such  cafes  require  great  attention  to  be  able  to  deter- 
mioe  them  properly ;  and  I  believe  this  requires,  in  many  cafes, 
fo  nice  a  judgment,  that  we  ihall  be  of^en  liable  to  miltakes*' 

.  In  a  fttbfequent  chapter,  fome  inftances  of  this  kind  are 
related,  in  which  we  think  the  different  difpofitions  are  pro- 
perly diftinguifhed  j  but,  on  this  fubjedt,  we  fufpeft  there 
will  be  a  little  variety  of  opinion  among  praditioners* 

In  the  beginning  of  the  fixth  part,  on  the  general  difeafe, 
which  our  author  calls  coaftitutional,  we  meet  with  a  note,^ 
which  is  a  good  fpecimen  of  his  peculiar  opinions,  and  parti- 
cular language. 

>  The  term  conftitutional  is  perhaps  not  ftridly  a  proper 
term ;  for  by  conftitutional  difea/e  ftriftly,  I  would  underftand 
that  in  which  every  part  of  the  body  is  a^ing  in  one  way,  as 
in  fevers  of  all  kinds,  cither  fympathetic  or  original ;  but  the 
venereal  poifon  appears  to  be  only  diffufed  through  the  circo* 
lating  fluids,  and  as  it  were,  to  force  certain  parts  of  the  body 
to  afiume  the  venereal  action,  which  action  is  perfe6lly  local, 
and  takes  place  in  different  parts  in  regular  fucceflion  of  fui* 
ceptibilities ;  there  are  but  few  parts,  therefore,  ading  at  the 
fame  time ;  and  a  perfon  may  be  conlHtutionally  affedted  in 
this  way,  and  yet  almoft  every  fundion  going  on  well.'  . 
^  Tn  this  part  of  his  work,  we  find  Mr.  Hunter  alledging, 
that  no  difcharge  from  an  ulcer,  unlefs  one  contaminated  by 
adlual  contad  of  the  poifon,  can  communicate  the  difeafe. 
•  The  fec*jndary  ulcers  produce  no  matter  which  is  contagious. 
.  This  opinion  is,  we  fear,  too  deciiive  :  we  mention  it  only  to 
guard  againft  its  being  impKcitly  trailed  ;  but  we  cannot  pro- 
■duce  our  reafons  in  this  place.  ^  When  fwallowcd,  the  poifon 
is  barmlefs ;  pocula  morte  carent  ^  and  the  blood  is  alfo  free 
£rom  tke  virulence. 

E  c  »  The 
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*  The  d'efcri'ption  <5f  the  lues  venerea  h  very  accurate  micF 
clear.  That  part  which  relates  to  the  diftinftion  of  venerea? 
olccrs  is  particularly  ufeful.  Many  diforders  are  certainly 
fuppofed  venereal  that  are  not  fo  ;  for  the  difeafe  fo  oftci* 
aftedls  the  mind^,  that  the  patient  mifleads  the  praftitigner* 
He  would  be  an  able  phyfician  who  cou-Id  *  minifter  to  a  mind 
difeafed'  in  this  way  ;  for  when  once  the  patient  thinks  that 
his  dlforder  originated  from  infedion,  like  a  fpedre  it  bauntsr 
him  with  uuci?afing  terrors,  till  it  throws  lim  into  the  hand* 
©f  fome  phufible  quack,  who  foon  finifhes  his  complaints  by^ 
*  milirry's  laft  cure/     Mr.  Huater's  chapter  on  thofe  difeafes 

.which  have  been  niiftaken  for  v^nereal^  is,  therefore^  parti- 
culaply  valuable  ;  and  we  pwn  it  is  with  pleafure  that  we  find 
hi'm  confirming  our  f^fpicions,  that  thedifeafes  from  tranf- 
pknting  teeth,  though  they  may  fomerimes  be  checked  by 
mcfrcury,  are  not  of  this  fc^nd.  In  a  medical  view,  perhaps 
it  would  be  better  that  they  were  fo  ;  but  the  fofpicion  only 
muit  be  a  greater  torture  to  the  ddicjtte  and  feeing  xnrnd  of  a 
virtu6us  woman^  than  any  pain  which  difeafe  could  inflidl. — 
The  experiments  made  to  afcertain  the  progreii  at>d  efFe£l$  of 
the  venereal  poifon  are  highly  curious  ;  but,  unlfefs  they  were 
made  with  the  corffent  of  the  pei^fon  on  w^om  tftcy  were  tried^ 
we  think  them  unjuftifiabli?. 

The  quantfty  of  mercury  to*  be  given,  ,the  preparation  and 
management  of  the  remedy,  are  judicioufly  detailed.  Mr. 
Hunter  ufes  no  uncommon  preparation,  and  feems  to  relate 
the  refult  of  his  experience  with' fairnefs  and  candour:  wfc 
wifh  that  he  had  enlarged  a  littje  more  oh  the  conveniences^ 
and  inconveniences  of  each  preparation  which  he-  has  men- 
tioned. In  explaining  it»^  aftion  he  Jeans  towards  its  power 
as  a  fpecific,  and  probably  he  would  have  adopted  that  opi- 
nion^ if  it  had  fuited  his  fyflem  and  experience.  He  at/lail 
Teems  to  conclude,  that  it  afls  by  producing  an  irritation  in 
the  conftituttOR,  which  counterads  the  venereal  iTritation,  and 
entirely  deftroys  it.  Mercury,  he  feems  to  think,  circulates  in 
the  body  in  a  calcined,  or  probably  a  faltnc  ftate  ;  and  it» 
'  efFeft*  ate  to  produce  great  irritability.  In  patients,  whofe 
conftitutions  are  w6rn  down  by  its  difcharges,  he  thinks  fugar 
would  prove  an  ufeful  reftorative.  The  various  arguniients 
adduced  by  pur  author,  and  by  Dr.  Cullen>  who  fupports  the 
fame  opinion,  do  not  produce  eonviftion.  The  inllances  of 
the  reftorative  power  are  taken  from-  the  cffeds  of  vegetable 
farina,  verging  towards  a  faccharine  ftate  ;  and  that  this  does 
not  ad  as  fugar  only,  is  evident  from  the  experiments  which 

/have  be^n  made  with  fugar  alone  a»  an  aliments 

•  I  Of 
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Of  the  other  remedies  for  lues  venerea,  Mr.  Hunter  fpeaks 
jnofl  favourably  of  the  guaiacum  and  roezereon*  The  farfapa- 
rilla,  he  thinks.^  has  Utble  power  in  curing  the  difeafe,  and 
opium  none. 

The  variety  o!f  fifbje^ls  treated  of  in  this  vol-ume,  ~ their  de- 
licate and  mrfceHaneou3  nature,  with  the  frequent  novelties, 
which  we  could  not  comprcfs,  have  oceafioned  us  to  paCs  very 
(lightly  over  fome  important  parts.  We  have  aimed  at  giving 
a  general  view  of  this  peculiar  work^  to  point  out  its  difcrl- 
minating  features,  -without  veiling  its  faults,  or  exaggerate' 
ing  its  merits.  If  there  is  fomewhat  to  blame,  there  is  much 
to  praife-  and  the  man  who  forfakes  the  road,  may  fometime5  . 
I^e  perplexed  "by  the  devious  .windings  of  tlie  foreil,  oa-  be 
nearly  loft  in  a  treacherous  bog.  Even  the  errors  of  fuch  ^ 
man  are  refpeftable,  for  the  genius  which  occafionaHy  mifleads, 
enables  hini,  at  oxher  times^  to  dared  as  by  a-sear^r  apd  a 
iietter  path- 


Medical  Seiches.:  in  Tow  Parts.    By  John  Moore,  M.'D*    8f^. 
6s.     Cadeil. 

A  S  we  have  travelled  through  France,  Italy,  and  Germany* 
■^^  with  thisingenioue  and  entertaining  author',  ve  undertoo|c, 
svith  much  pleafure,  to  follow  him  in  bds  tour  through  the  fre- 
<quently  inexplicable  labyrinth  of  the  human  confti^ution.  We 
ichere  found  him  equally  chearful^  occafionaHy  farcailic  and 
/evere,  b.ut  as^wa^^s  dear  and  inte'lligen^  lie  Jcept  too  oloA^ly 
|}erhaps  to  the  beaten  path,  ;and  was  unwilling  to  leave  the 
fiigh  road  ;  while  we  thought  that  he  might,  at  ieaft,  have 
xroUeded  flowers,  and  even  fruit,  in  a  different  path.  But  he 
*  'tells  us,  in  the  Jbeginning^  that  his  objedl  was  to  inftrud  a  near 
i-elation  in  a  diJBctk  iituatiofi ;  anjd  this  account  of  his  prefent 
^av^ls,  to  continue  the  metaphor^  is  one  of  the  moft  ufe/ul 
l>ook4  oi poft-roads  that  w^  have  feen. — We  muHnow  drop  the 
-traveller  and  examine  the  phyfjcian. 

In  the  Introxiuflion,  which  as  written  with  his  ufual  Ipirit, 
lie  examines  the  general  effefts  of  remedies,  and  the  general 
anodes  of  pradijce,  in  his  lively  defultory  manner.  His  ex- 
.ampler are  pointed  and. acute;  for  inftance, 

>  There  is  a  kind  of  <)uackerj^  which  fome  oeople  feem  to 
invite;  they  cannot  be  fully  convinced  of  their  phyitcian^^ikill 
and  attention  without  it.  Proofs  of  this  are  to  be  iQet  with 
every  where ;  in  a  certain  city  on  the  continent  I  happened  tp 
call  upon  a  lady,  who,  on  account  of  a  pai.n  and  flight  Cwelling 
j&B  )ii^  andCf  had  confulted  a  well  known  phyiiciaD,  who,  a)* 
^  JE«3  though 
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thoagh  lie  is  ^ccufed  by  his  brethren  of  moch  chariatanic«il 
parade  in  his  pradice,  commands  the  admiration  of  his  patient! 
in  a  mor^  fupreme  degree  than  any  do£lor  I  was  ever  acquainted 
with,  JFJe  had  jufl  left  her  when  I  entered  :,  (he  told  me  he 
had  ordered  a  poultice  of  bread  and  milk  to  be  applied  to  the 
part,  and  then  giving  her  watch  to  her  maid» .  (he  deiired  hcf 
to  take  particular  care  that  the  poultice  ihould  be  boiled  ex^* 
aftly  four  minutes  and  a  half,  for  fuch  were  the  cxprefs  or-r 
ders  of  monfieur  le  do6teur«  On  my  exprefllng  fome  furprife 
at  the  minutenefs  of  thcfe  orders,  Ihe  exclaimed,  •*  Mon  Dieu, 
quelle  precifion  !  il  calcule  comme  un  ange  !* 

We  find  more  to  approve  in  this  Introduction  than  what  is 
fit  to  felcdt.  As  the  doftor  has,  however,  told  his'ilory,  h9 
ihlall  now  be  allowed  to  give  his  opinion  on  a  fubjcft  of  mor^ 
importance. 

•  It  requires  more  natofal  penetration  and  attention  than 
tnany  people  poflefs,  or  are  willing  to  beftow,  to  determine  the 
genuine  effedb  of  particular  regimens  or  courf9s  of  medicihei 
jBeiides  natural  acutenefs  and  fagacity,  it  requires  the  exa6t 
weighing  of  every  concomitant  and  collateral  circumftancQ 
which  can  propiote,  retard,  or  prevent  the  efFcft  of  the  medi? 
fcine  at  the  time  it  is  adminiftcrcd.  It  is  proper  to  make  re- 
peated trials,  and  on  people  of  various  conllitutions.  *  It  is  ab- 
folutely  rcquifite  to*  have  no  favourable'  hypothefis,  to  be  di- 
vcfted  of  all  partiality  for,  or  prejudice  agaihft,  the  medicine; 
and  in  fhort,  to  have  no  view  but  the  difcovery  of  truth.  Btit 
when  fuch  inveAigations  are  begun  by  people  'already  bfaiTet) 
to  one  fide^or  the  other,  or  when  carried  on  carelefsly,  we  need 
not  be  furprifcd  to  find  that  the  inferences  are  diflferent,  though 
all  are  faid  to  be  equally  drawn  fiom  obfc^rvacion, 

*  Btit,  as  hafty  and  fuperficial  obfervation  often  contribute^ 
to  r^ife  the  reputation  of  very  foolifh  prefcriptions,  fo  it  fomc- 
times  tends  to  injure  thofeof  real  utility.  For  the  fame  llrengtH 
of  underftanding'  which  imputes  falutary  eiFc^  tp  the  former 
becaufe  they  do  not  always  kill,  will  impute  pernicious  ones  tp 
the  latter  becaufe  they  do  no|  always  cure*' 

His  phyfiological  inftrudlions  are  on  Digeflion,  the  CircoV 
lation  of  the  Blood,  Secretion,  Abforption^  Refpiration,  and 
|he  Nervous  Syftem.  His  account  of  the  (everal  opinions  on 
thefe  fubjefts,  is  enlivened  with  ipuch  pleafantry.  The  greateft 
deficiency  which  we  have  remarked,  relates  to  animal  heat, 
Jle  does  not  give  a  proper  view  of  the  ojpinion  attributed  tq 
Dr.  Crawford,  which  the  author,  feems  to  have  abandoned, 
|nerely  becaufe  the  machinery  requires  a  little  alteration :  the 
fprings  and  principal  pkrts  are,  we  believe,  to  be  depended 
^nj  but  fome,  of  the.pi^rc  ufeful  appendages  ought  to  ^ 
fJl?np^^/       '        •' 

A  little 
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A  little  error,  which  Dr.  Mooffc  feems  to  have  fkllen  into 
in  his  reafoning  on  the  nervoas  fyftem,  arifcs  from  his  not 
having  perceived,  fally,  the  connexion  between  the  nejivflus 
power  and  the  organization  of  the  fubftance  through  which  it 
is  condu£led%  ,  Many  experiments  (how  this  connexion,  and 
many  difeafes  are  influenced  in  their  events  by  it :  at  the  fame 
time,  we  mull  acknowledge,  thit  feveral  noxious  powers  ttOt 
only  on  the  nervous  fyflem,  as  containing  a  fluid  of  peculiar 
properties.  Our  author,  from  his  having  neglefted  this  di^ 
ftindion,  does  not  perceive  how  foft  pulpy  fubftances  can  retain 
an  elallic  fluid,  or  how  a  ligature  could  check  its  courfe. 

Perhaps  we  may  add,  that. Dr.  Moore  feems  to  ftoop  too 
low,  by  explaining,  in  the  margip,  very  common  words.  We 
are  averf^  only  to  the  general  diffufion  of  medical  knowledge, 
becaufe,  as  the  furface  is  more  extcnfive,  the  depth  is  neceffa- 

'  jily  lefs,  Cbuid  mankind  decide  on  thefe  fubjeds  with  clear- 
nefs  and  propriety,  medicine  ihould  no  longer  be  profefTed  as 
a  dittind  fcience ;  but,  when  the  experiment  has  been  made, 
they  have  become  too  wife  to  be  governed,  and  not  wife 
•enough  to  govern  themfelves.  It  is  at  Icaft  pretty  certain, 
that  the  gentleman,  for  whom  thefe  Sketches  were  written, 
w^ted  no  fuch  explanations. 

The  difeafes  treated  of  in  this  volume  are  fevers  in  general, 
particularly  the  inflammatory,  the  remittent  or  mixed  fever, 

•  and  the  nervous  fever*  The  theories  of  hvtr  are  examined 
in-  a  lively,  popular  manner:   indeed,  in  every  part  of  his 

•work,  the  author  courts  popularity  with  an  anxious  attention. 
In  explaining  the  caufes  of  the  great  influence  of  Boerhaave's 
theory,  he  has  forgotten  one  circumftance  which  particularly 
contributed  to  it,  viz.  its  being  {o  general  a  compilation  : 

Tew  could  objed  to  the  whole  without  combating,  in  fomc 
meafure,  their  former  opinions. 

The  true  inflammatory  hvtr  he  allows  to  exift,  but  feems 
to  think  it  rare. — The  mixed  fever,'  with  the  circumftances 
which  perplex  the  pradlitioner,  he  has  attended  to  with  care ; 

"but  does  not  rely  on  the  influence  of  critical  days  *.  The 
propriety  of  taking  blood  is  examined  with  attention.  We 
fhali  feltdt  a  (hort  fpecimen  from  this  part  of  the  volume. 

'  The  twp  circumftances  which  defer ve  to  have  the  greateft 
weight  in  deciding  this  queftion,  are  the  nature  of  the  prevail- 
ing epidemic,  if  any  prevails,  and  the  conllitution  of  the  pa- 

•  Though  "We  differ  in  opinion  from  the  author  on  this  fi»bje(ft,  yeif  we 

do  not  blame  him  :. every  praditioncr  has  a  right  to  give  what  appears  to 

,t)c  the  rdultof  his  own  obleivatioiisr — We  wifh,  however,  that,  in  a  woik 

which  will  probably  be  in  the  hands  of  ftudeiits^,  no  remark  had  occurred, 

"  which  might  even  rcpiotely  have  encouraged  indolence. 

E  c  4  *   tieiit  ;^ 
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lient;  for  if  the  lad  is  not  exceedingly  flrong  and  plethoric 
indeed,  and  the  puJfe  ftrong  and  full  in  proportion,  it  will  be 
fafeil  to  omit  bleeding  when  nervous  malignapt  fevers  are  fre- 
quent in  the  neighbourhood.  But  if  the  ftrength  of  the  patient 
find  the  fymptoms  of  inflammation  determine  us  to  riik  this 
evacuation,  it  fhould  be  in  a  much. more  moderate  degree  than 
we  might  have  thought  expedient,  had  no  fuch  epidemics 
reigned  at  the  time.  ,' 

*  After  all  the  accuracy  that  can  be  dlfplayed  in  pointing  out 
the  proper  treatment  in  this  important  article^  cafes  occur  that 
puzzle  phyficians  of  the  greareft  natural  fagacity  and  moft  im- 
proved experience — and  perhaps  p'uzzie  thofe  of  this  defcriptioij 
pnly ;  for  there  are  to  whom  no  extenfion  of  pra^ice  can  give 
experience,  and  to  whofe  felf-fufHciency,  no  ca(e,  however 
complicated  with  oppofing  fymptoms,  fcero^  intricate.* 

Again,  with  refpeft  to  the  bar{^. 

•  It  was  obferved  above,  that  we  might  be  determined  ia 
fome  meafure  by  the  nature  of  the  reigning  epidemic,  with  re* 
fped  to  bleeding  in  the  beginning  of  this  fever. — The  general 
courfe  which  the  difeafe  holds  at  any  pai'ticular  feafon,  may 
^Ifo  dctermire  us  with  regard  tp  the. period  at  which  we,  (hould 
begin  to  give  the  bark.  For  if,  when  this  tever  prevails,  we 
obTerve,  that  while  the  fymptoms  are  no  way  a1arming,^nd 
ivhile  we  ufe  the  common  means  of  promoting  more  diftincfreT 
miflions,  the  patients  are  apt  to  be  fuddenly  fpized  with  ex- 
ec fCve  weaknefsf  and  increafed  confuiion  ip  the  head  ;  it  will 
then  be  proper  in  future  cafes,  to  give  the  bark  earlier,  thstt 
we  may  obviate  the  dangerous  debility  we  h^ve  reafon  to  dread  ; 
fur  having  obferved  this  in  feverpl  cafes,  we  have  caufe  to  be* 
iieve  that  fuch  is  the  general  bent  of  the  fever.  Indeed  it 
commonly  happens  that  epidemic  difeafes  are  treated  more  fup- 
cei5fully'after  having  continued  for  fome  tiipe,  than  when  they 
^r(l  appear,'on  this  account,  becaufc  we  become  acquainted 
with  th^  various  changes  of  the  difeafes,  and  by  that  means  arc 
fometimes  enabled  to  prevent  the  effe^fts  of  the  mod  troublefomc 
fymptoms.' 

•  We  find  no  gjrcat  peculiarity  in  our  authb^-'s  account  of  the 
efTedls  of  rei^ftedies,  except  that  he  finds  the  col^mbo  i!00t  a 
gentle  laxative,     , 

The  nervpus  fever  is  defc^ibed  \n  poinded  and  appropriated 
language :  we  haVe  not  feen  a  more  faithful  pi^ure  ;  and  the 
difputes,  on  the  putrefcence  of  the  animaj  fluids,  are  detailed 
>vith  equal  fpirit  and  precifion.  ^uch  attention  is  alfo  paid^ 
fis  a  matter  of  the  greatell  confequence,  to  the  diftinguiihing 
fypptoms.  Bleeding,  our  author  thinks,  is  very  feldom,  ii 
pver,  admifiible  ;  and  he  thinks  very  jullly.  We  may,  how- 
ever, hint,  that  inflammations  of  the  lungs  fometimes  occu^ 
y^\xk  putrid 'feyers^  ani  then  do  qot  bear  bleeding.     Sucli 
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'  (epidemics  are  uacommon ;  bat  they  have  exifled  ;  they  have 
extended  widely,  and  they  may  again  occur.  -We  iincerely 
wifh  that  tbofe  who  have  been  converfant  with  them  woald 
inform'  the  world  of  their  Symptoms  and  m^ethods  of  treat- 
ment. 

His  practice  is,  on  the  whole,  judicioas.  We  know  not 
why  he  (hould  fear  cenfure  from  the  quantity  of  wine  which 
he  mentions,  for  we  are  certain  that  his  direflions  are  highly 
proper  and  falutary.  The  bark  may  hav^ '  fuccecded  in  th« 
manner  defcribed,  in  his  hands  :  we  can  only  fay,  that  it  has 
failed  in  our's.  .  ' 

Dr.  Moore  otferves  that  blifte^s  are  fcldom  of  feryice  in 
nervous  fever ;  we  believe  fo,  except  .when  topical  cohgeftionj^ 
have  occurred.  This  is  not  uncommon  in  the  end  of  the  dif- 
cafe,  and  fon^ietimes  in  its  progrefs. 

We  muft  now  leave  our  entertaining  author.  We  have  given 
the  more  ftriking  features  qf  his  work,  and  we  have  done  it 
in  a  manner  which  we  hope  will  lead  our  readers  to  examine 
it  more  particularly ;— in  many  rcfpedls  thefe  Sketches  dc- 
ferve  it.  "  '  ^  ' 

'1     J       ,  -  ,    -  I         _j 

TJbe  Perfian  Heroine ^  a  Tragedy*    By  Richard  Paul  Jodrell^  Ef^. 
F.  R,  S.     4/^.     6s,     FaulderJ 

'T^HIS  tragedy,  though  announced  as  a  fecond  edition,  never 
•*•  made  its  public  appearance  till  now.  It  was  firft  printed 
in  the  o^avo  form,  that  it  might.be,  fubmitted  witji  more  fa- 
cility to  the  reader  than  a  manufcript  allows.  The  reader  or 
readers  here  alluded  to,  we  fuppofe,  are  the  managers  of  J!)rury- 
lane  and  CoVcnt-garden  theatres,  who  refufed  to  accept  it  in 
no  very  civil  manner.  Mr,  Jodrell  inveighs  againft  them  with 
great  feverity,  wifhes  that  the  legiflature  would  interfere  on 
fuch  occafions,  and  that  a  board  of  able  critics  was'appbinted 
to  fit  in  judgment  on  the  performances  of  theatrical  candi- 
<htes.  •  The  public  reader,  he  adds,  muit  now  decide  oYi 
the  merits  of  this  tragedy;  and  to  t)iat  tribunal,  having  firH 
guarded  the  property  by  law,  I  appeal  with  confidence  *.' 

Capricious  and  infolent  as  our  dramatic  managers  may  fome- 
times  be,  yet  are  they  frequently  cen fared  very  unjuftly.  Arc 
not  authors,  proverbially,  too  partial  to  their  own  produc-. 
tions ;  and  can  it  be  expe£led  that  they  will  pay  implicit  credit 
to  their  judgment,  who  are  parties  concerned  ?  Mr.  Jodrell 
appears  very  converfant  with  the  writers  of  antiquity;  but  is 
his  per^formance,  therefore,  calculated  for  reprefentation  ?  He 
feems  well  acquainted  with  the  manners  of  ancient  Perfia ; 

p.  '"<«'<  ■■  ■ '       -   '     '     ~ ""  '■  ■-''_" 

♦  It  is  entered  in  Statioxiers-HalL  ' 

'  and 
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axvd  to  (explain  tKe  allofibns  to  thefai,  WOtes  are  add^d  nearly- 
equal  to  the  .play  itfclf.  But  if  thefc  notei  arc  necc^ary  to 
the  reader,  furciy  'the  exhibition,  without  this  clue,  muft  have 
appeared  very  ftrange  to  ihe  million ;  who,  though  it  fomc* 
times  indeed  happens  to  be  the  cafe,  could  nor  reafona&Iy  be 
"expefted  to  applaud  what  ^t^  did  not  underftand.  Unfor- 
llunately,  hotwithftanding  this  attention  to  the  ancient  itian- 
ners  of  Perfia,  fome  pafiages  are  totally  diffimilar  to  them^  as 
will  appear  from  the  following  analyiis. 

The  fcene  is  Sufa :  the  time,  Xerxes'  return  from  his  Grc* 
cian  expedition.  The  play  opens  with  Mafiiles  and  Narbal^ 
two  Perfian  chiefs,  moralizing  on  that  fubjefl.  Mafiftes  calls 
'Narbai  his  '  guardian  angel,*  for  preferving  his  life  from  an 
aiTaflin ;  and,  td  reward  his  valour,  offers  him  his  daughter » 
to  whom,  he  fays, 

*  Helen  compar'd, 
Would  likean  ^thiop  (eem  :  her  opening  bloom 
Unfolds  its  vernal  rofc,  and  feails  the  eye. 
The  raVifliM  eye,  with  extacy  of  charms.' 
Karbal  tells  him, 

*  His  honeft  heart  has  not  its  caiket  void,'— « 

•and  goes  out,  leaving  Mafiftes  not  well  pleafed  with  the  r«- 
fufal ;  the  caufe  of  which,  Narbal  affigns  in  a  following  fcene, 
though  he  certainly,  with  as  great  propriety,  might  have  done 
It  in  this.  Demaratus,  the  exiled  king  of  Sparta,  enters,  a^d 
aggravates  the  grief  of  Mafiftes,  by  informing  him  that  Yxrx^ 
had  chofen  Arteynte,  his  daughter,  *  to  grace  his  royal  bed ;' 
but  that  fne^  and  we  think  very  properly,  rejeded  the  ofiier, 

*  Becaufe  the  royal  Xerxes  is  engaged 

To  queen  Ameilris,  and  rejects  the  cnftom  o 

Of  eaflern  climes,  ;ivhich  fufFers  kings  to  rove. 
Like  Nature's  commoners,  from  flow'r  to  flow'r, 
And  clafp  unnumber'd  partners  of  their  bed.' 

This  we  allow  to  be  after  the  manner  of  the  Medes  and  Pjer- 
iians  ;   but  not  fo  the  next  fpeech  of  Mafifles,  in  which/ he 
.  inveighs  againfi  polygamy,  and  obfeives,/'  how  nicely  balanc'd 
hangs'  the  fcaie  pf  the  two  fexes  :'  which  is  aiTerted  not  Oo  be 
the  cafe  in  the  warmer  regions  of  Afia ;  and  if  it  was,  to  im- 
pugn the  cuflom  appears  as  unnatural  in  a  Perfian  fa  trap,  as 
for  a  Chriftian  divine  to  plead  in  favour  of  it.     Arteynte  and 
her  confidante  next  make  their  appearand.-^After  the  iifual 
<queilion  of,  why  ihe  is  ^  foi'rowful  ?  and  the  ufual  anfwer, 
'that  (he  envies  the  village- maid, her  humble, fph ere;  and  that 
t  pomp' can  not  coairihQte  to  happ^nefs^  (H&informs  MelifTa, 

*  When  Perfia's  glowing  youth  difplayjd  their  Teats 
.  >    Of  mimick  war,  from  Sufa's  royal  tow^r 

I  faw 
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I  (aw  Ac  pjigeant  fceiic  wirii  ardent  €y«, 
And  trac'd  the  heroes  panting  for  renown* 
One  godlike  prince  in  majefty  of  form 
Outfhone  the  rival  peers :  I  mark'd  him  well. 
And  felt  a  lambent  Hame  ;  now  hope,  now  feai!. 
Alternate  reign 'd ;  on  him  alone  I  gaz*d  : 
But  who  can  paint  my  agony  of  foul. 
When  from  his  deed,  by  an  ill-fated  blow. 
My  champion  fell  ?  foft  pity  now  enthralled 
My  captive  breaft  :  I  wept  and  figh'd,  *^  t'oor  youtli. 
How  hard  thy  lot  !'*  Strait  to  the  female  tent 
They  brought  the  lovely  ftripling,  tXrhere  I  bathM 
With  tears  the  gofliing  wound,  and  with  thefc  locks-       • 
J  wiped  the  tender  body.     Soon  as  life 
Keviv'd,  he  thankM  me  for  the  gentle  boon. 
And  breath'd  theie  accents  in  my  trembling  ear: 
*•  If  e'er  thy  warriour  ihonld  return  frpm  Graece* 
Where  glory  calls,  1  will  remember  thee, 
And  throw,  fweet  nymph,  my  laurels  at  thy  feet. 
But,  if  beneath  the  hoitile  fpear  I  fall, 
Behold  this  pledge  of  mjr  immortal  love  !" 
He  then  beflow'd  this  pidlure,  whith  Pve  worn 
Here  on  my  bofom  lince  that  omen'd  day  ; 
And  ever,  my  MeliiTa,  will  I  wear  it.' 
That  a  Perfian  Iady»  though  by  her  own  account,  as  -the 
^uftonv  really  was, 

^  ,  ^  Eaftern  virgins  are  immur'd 

Before  the  nuptial  rite;' — 
that  fhe  fhould  ftand  on  a  tower  to  fee  an  army  reviewed' ;  that 
a  warrior  being  thrown  from  a  horfe  ihould  be  carried  to  the 
female  tent,  and  fhe  go  thither  to  drefs  his  wounds,  militates 
molt  violently  againfl  the  coftume  :  that  both'  Ihould  fall 
violently  in  love,  and  neither  of  them  enquire  the  other^s 
name,  is  -equally  contrary  to  reafon.  To  Melifla's  afTuring 
her  that  the  hero  *  will  foon  blefs  her  longing  fight,'  Ihc  an- 
'  fwers. 

*  Meanwhile  but  brief  delay  impending  fat« 
Permits,  for  the  tremendous  Aerxcs  conj^s. 
And  leads  another  trrfdegroom  to  my  arms/ 
This  would  lead  us  to  expe£l  Xerxes  introducinig  a  rival  lover ; 
but  Otanps  enters,  (another  breach  of  the  cbffutoe,)  to  report 
*  his  monarch's  dread  beheil.' 

*  My  royal  maiber  bade  me  call 
Arteynte  to  his  tent ;  fome  great  event 
Demands  thy  prefence  j  you  will  learn  fro(n  him/    * 
J[*oor  .Me(rffa  wonders  what  XerXes  can  want  of  htr  at*  fo  '  un- 
timely an  houri'  and  Arteynte  exprdfles  lifer  dread  of  Attellri^ 
.jiaoufy.  j: 
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Xerxes  and  Arteyntc  open  the  fecond  aft.  He  firft  etidca- 
troars  to  wheedle  her  into  compliance,  but  finding  that  anfwer 
ju>  purpofe^  he  endeavours  to  blqiler  her  into  k^. 

•  Am  I  thus  bravM  by  a  fantaftick  girl  ? 
Is  thb  tremendous  Xerxes  fo  debased, 

'  That  a  rude  damfel  (hall  refift  his  fway  ? 
Imperious  maid  !  by  the  dread  God  on  high, 
Whofe  great  vice-gercnt  here  on  earth  I  reign. 
Thy  fex  alone  prote6\s  thee  from  mine  ire. 
And  charms  the  vengeance  of  a  king  incens'd. 
But  1*11  be  brief;  this  day  thou  wcd'ft  or  dieft/ 
ArteyAte  defies  and  leaves  him«     Xerxes  determines  that 
*  her  ilubborn  foul 
Shall  yield ;  its  royal  mould  i-s  iit  for  Xerxes : 
Arteynte  ihaJl  be  mine  :  I'll  clafp  her  charms*' 

At  the  entrance  of  Amcftris  he  ic^rn^  to  make  a  momentary 
transfer  of  his  tender  aifeAions. 

*  My  loyal  queen,  mod  welcome  is  thy  vifit 
To  foothe  my  torturM  miiid  with  dalliance  fweet/ 

The  queen  replies  that  (he  has  brought  him  a  very  beautiful 
mantle,  worked^  by  herfelf,  and  defires  him  to 
*  Receive  this  eflay  of  the  loom,  and  litft^ 
We  are  told,  in  the  notes,  that  to  make  fuch  kind  of  presents 
was  cttftomary  aniong  the  Oriental  nations,  and  that  the  phrafe 
we.  have  marked  in  italics  was  the  ufual  manner  in  which 
they  addreiTed  their  kings:  it  is,  however,  but  half  of  it.  To 
liave  adopted  their  mode  of  expreflion,  it  ihould  be  *  and  live 
/or  ever/  The  compliment  un(|<MibtedIy  foiwids  rather  hy- 
per3>clical  .to  an  Englifh  ear ;  1)ut  as  it  Itan^s  now,  it  is  no 
compliment  at  all.  To  bid  a  perfon  to  //'v^,  feems  to  intimate 
that  he  either  had  t)een  grievonlly  ill,  or  under  fentence  of 
death.  The  king,  however,  confiders  it  as  a  •compiiment,  and 
is  fo  delighted  with  the  prefent,  that  he  Avears  to  grant  what- 
ever requefl  (he  ihould  mak^  on/  Tyda's  annual  feail,'  which 
was  now  approaching  :  and  then  informs  h6r  that 

'         *  The  £ercc  Arteytote  • 

Difdains  to  yield  her  treafures  to  m^j  wiih. 

*  Ameftrh.  What  J  can  a  virgin,  like  the  morning  dew 
Melting  on  Vernal  rofe^  refafe  thy  arms? 

Can  ihe,  as  tim'rous  as  the  new*born  fawn, 
Refill  the  frown  of  thy  tremendous  brow  ? 
No ;  'tis  her  mother,  'tis  Pallene,  fcorns 
Thy  royal  edi^,  and  infpires  her  child.     • 

•  Xerjces.  By  heav*n,  Ameftris,  thou  haft  roilsMmy  (o^U 
I       Aad  harrow'd  deep  fufjpicioa.*'-* 
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$Ut  the  poor  king  never  fufpefls-that  he  has  en  traded  his  fecret 
with  the  moft  improper  perfon  he  could  have  thought  of  for  . 
a  confidlint. — Mafiftes  and  Pallene  now  enter;  and  we  find^ 
from  the  latter,  that  during  the  huiband's  abfence,  Xerxes  had 
paid  his  addreiTes  to  the  mother  as  well  as  daughter;  who 
enters  and  tells  them  '  fhe  muft  die  to  day.'  She  afTures  then^ 
that 

*  no  wanton  whim^ 

No  wayward  fancy,  nor  capricious  fpleen, 
/        Oppofes  majefty  :  'tis  love,  'tis  Jove, 

Firm,  fix'd,  devoted  love,  rcfolv'd  on  death^   ' 

Rather  than  violate  its  f acred  cell* 

Oh  1  fpare  my  blufties ;  and  retire,  Pallene, 

To  thy  fequeller'd  clofet;  there  I'll  tell 

To  thee,  my  mother,  all  ftiy  piteous  tale/ 

This  is  undoubtedly  very   pathetic :    Pallene   condu6li    thtf  - 
•  fond  frembler*  off  the  ftage ;  and  Mafiftes  *  wonders  at  love'a 
magic  fway.'     Narbal  enters  to  him,  relates  his  former  inter- 
view with  a  '  charming  virgin.' 

*  But  where  (he  dwells  in  Sufa,  or  her  lineage, 
I  ne'er  difcover'd.'— 

(That  he  did  not  make  fo  necc^iTary  an  enquiry  is  more  extraor* 
dinary  than  that  he  fhould  '  rove  in  vain  through  Sufa'  for  that 
purpose.  Indeed  he  feems  to  be  aware  of  lofing  his  labour^ 
as  he  immediately  adds, 

♦  Thou  kno w 'ft  how  f/tfzy^rV  nymphs 
Here  live  fecur'd  from  ev'/y  gazing  eye.* 
But  Mafiftes  aiFures  him  he  w/7/find  her  at '  Tydbi's  feaft/ 
Wh^t  are  we  to  gather  from  thefe  contradidlory  accounts  rela«> 
tive  to  the  confinement  of  the  Perfian  ladies  before  m^arriage  I 

We  have  next  a  chorus  of  Magi  and  Virgins,  at  the  folem* 
nization  of  the  fea$.  Xerxes  appears  in  the^  higheft  good 
humour,  and  orders  all  his  fu^je^s  to  be  merry. 

*  Thro*  all  the  ample  round  and  wide  domaia. 
Of  my  extended  empire^  from  Sufa 
To  £cbatana,and  Perfepolisy 
And  thende  to  Babylout  be  joy  prpclaimM  !* 

Ameflris  puts  a  fudden  flop  to  thefe  proceedings  by  demanding 

*  The  royal  prefent  of  Arteyntc's  life.' 
and  Xerxes  bids  them 

*  DliTolve  the  banqaet,  and  let  all  depart.* 

In  the  next  a6l  he  makes  ample  amends  for  faying  fo  little 
at  the  end  of  the  lad.     He  afTures  Ameftris  that 
«  The  chaftc  Arteynte  ne'er  fcduc'd  his  love/ 
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^l^e  replies  that  *  his  eyes  have  beea  often  guilty ;'  and  a  iceite 
^f  mutual  upbraidings  enfues.  Sl^e  leaves  himi  andDemaratUs 
^Qters*  But  we  are  told,  in  a  note,  that. '  no  one  could  entej^ 
tint  king's  tent  anlefs  particularly  fummoned/  Ameftris^  in 
fl^e  £rll  zdi,  apologizes  for  it  \  but  the  Spartan*  and  otbersj, 
^s  i^f  ihall  fee  hereafter,  make  npt  the  leaft  excafe  for  bceak* 
ing  urough  this  well.known  inilitution,  Xerxes  i»advifed  xa 
confult  the  Magi,,  as  b^  ikiU'4  in  *  unravelling  law  :'  he  likes 
the  advice,  and, orders  theoi  to  be  bro9ght  to  his  cUfit, 
*  Where  my  imperial  eaf'  ijiall  grace  their  council/ 
This  b  a  long  dialogue,  but  the  following  lines  will  probably 
afford  a  fufficient  fpecimen  of  it. 

*  Demaratus^  O  thou  deluded  monarch. 
Beware  of  flatt'iing  cozens^e,  which  fancy 
Mayy?r<w  o^er  confcience  !  Is  not  all  mankind 
Bound  by  one  common  chain  to  rev'rence  oaths, 
Thofe  awful,  facred,  atid  rever*d  appeals 

' '     To  the  high  thund'rmg  Jove,  which  Heav'n  has  heard. 
And  the  ncorJing  angel  (t'dVd  with  fate  ? 

*  XfirxiSM  Tei,  SfeiMratu^Sf  I  confeft  thou  plead^il^ 
Too  eloq^uent  for  Xerxes  to  deny*' 

The  eloq^eacf^f  Dema^atM*,  and  the  idea  of  a  '  recording 
i»»gel>*  (how  he  cam^  by  it  indeed  is  another  matter,)  are 
^Qubtlefe  truly  (ubjinve^  1-^Wq  hfiy?  next  a  dialogue  between 
MafifleSy  Pallene,  and  Narbal,  in  which  the  moH  remarkable 
pailage  is  Arteynte^s  maki(kg  a  vow  to  beat  the  heart  of  her 
lover's  fpirit. 
«         «  O  where(be'.er  thou  art^  toy  abfent  Ipver, 

Whether  thou  tread'fl  on  earth  thy  devious  way 

A  folitary  wanderer,  or  ^bove 

Hover'ft  unfeen  with  the  celeftial  choirs. 

Know,  I  am  ftill  Arteynte,  and  this  heart 
*         Shallheat^  Jhvcet /f>irit^  thine ,  tho' tyrant  force— 

A\yay  1  for  mad nefs  lurks  in  that  dtre  image.' 
And  weH  it  might;  for  farely  fober  ferifc  could  never  (arxik 
fuch  an  idea,  ^he  goes  out.'  Narbal  enters,  and  tells  Mafiftes 
he  '-iiad  deceiy'd  his  foul ;  and  aflcs  him, 

«  Where  is  thy  boafted  promife,  that  to-day 

I  (hould  difix>ver  that  refulgent  ilar 

Of  my  celeflial  fair  ?' 
Mafiile^,  inftead  of  apologizing  for  his  rafh  promife,  or  telling 
him  that  it  was  not  likely  to  meet  a  *  cloyller'd  virgin'  at  fo 
public  an  aflembly,  aiks  him 

*  Is  this,  young  warriour,  thy  undaunted  fpirit?! 

Haft  thou  no  fymbol,  by  whofe  friendly  light 

We  may  explore  this  miftrcfs  of  ^hy  foul  V  '    ' 
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Thi*  leads  to  the  difcovcry%  Narbal  (hews  his  miitrefs!s  por-i 
trait  '  imprifon'd  in  a  caiket ;'  and  tells  Mafifles  that  *  nq 
mortal  eyes,  except  his  own,  had  ever  prapbaned  it  J*  Pallenc 
likewife  prbdtjccs  his,  comrattnicated  to  her  b/  Arteynte; 
Narbal  is  quite  overjoyed  at  having  thus  luckily  found  out  his 
iniftreis,  and  eqoaHy  diftrefled  at  hearing, (he  had  been  givei^ 
as  a  '  prefent'  to  Ameftris,  and  was  gone  to  that  lady.  Xerxes 
next  appears  with  Demaratus  and  the  Magi,  in  clofe  confult- 
ation.  They  itifortn  him  that  a  voluntary  vidUm  only  can  rei 
deen>  Arteynte.  Ameftris  enters  and  infults  him  ;  and  he- 
confeffes  himfelf  *  abafh'd  by  wonian.*  Arteynte  comes  in 
and  defies  him.  Ameftris  exprefles  fome  intentions  of  dabbing 
'  her,  but  on  fecond  thoughts  refolves  to  *  probt  hjer  boafled 
valour  on  thQ  tremendous  pile  ;'  and  goes  out  in  a  rag^i 
Narbal  enters.  We  are  .^o^obfeiwe,  not  pne  of  theni  had  ' 
been  fummtm^dhy  tl|c-'  tremeadous'  Xexxesj  who  now  indeed 
aiTi^nKs  foine  fpirit,  bid^.  hip;  *■  ayaunt ;'  fufpefb  hi^m  foyr  4 
rival,  and  orders  the  guards  to  feize  him»  Arteynte  invoke^ 
the  'favage  fatellites/  fay^  fhe  will  acqompany  him :  Xerxef 
forbids :  ihe^  however,  quits  him  with  this  threat,  '  I'll  go, 
I'll  die.'  Demaratus,  left  alone  with  the  king,  iutieatf  hif^ 
to  releafe  Narbal.  -  ; 

•  I  can't  (fays  he)  refrain  .    -- 

This  wat'ry  rheum  from  thefe  felf-mpving  orbs*** 

Xerxes  anfwers,  .         \     .      : 

'  Such  milky  tendernefs  difgraces  kings ;  ..j 

My  henrt  is  ftcel'd  to  fpc^clcs  of  horrouri 
And  knows  no  trickling  drop^  of  female  (hovvVs» 
Por  I  ne'er  wept,  favc  on  Abydus*  fumijMt.'  .^ 

,To  (how  no  mercy  be^aufe  he  never  wept  but  once  in  his  liic, 
may  be  a  monarchical  rqalbn  in  the  true  Orient^  dyle,  but  it  \% 
a  very  bad  one ;  and  fo  Demaratus  thinks^  for  in  the  ^ext  icei;^ 
he  promifes  Maiiftes  to  releafe  Narbal  from  prifon*  That  hero 
now  appears  in  durance ;  Arteynte  enters  to  him,  havipg,  as 
fhe  fays,  '  open'd  the  gates wkh  ^golden  key.'  The  venality  ' 
of  the  Perfian  guards  in  t^iis  place,  and  their  negligence  ia 
others,  is  truly  remarkable.  This  is  a  very  pathetic  fcene  I 
«  Shall  you  (fays  Narbal)  then  die,  while  Pm  impiiTon'd? 

Ye  ignominious  fetters,  or  I'll  break 
Your  adamantine  links  !  Ye  folding  portals 
Expand  your  avenues,  or  bow  your  pillars  1* 
Thefe  chains  are  unlocked,  and  the  portals  opened  by  Dema- 
ratus  and  Mafiftes.     Arteynte,  contrary  to  Narbal's  wquelV, 
and  we  think  contrary  to  common  fenfe,  goes  to  Ameftris,  to 

'  await 

Digitized  by  C3OOQ IC 


43<  J^irelPi  Iferjtan  HertiHu  A  Tragedy. 

«  await  her  rage,*  not,  however,  before  Demaratas  had  afi 
fured  her  they 

•  wpald  try  fomc  Jlratagem  of  hJtfs.* 
This  firatagem  appears  to  be  the  killing  of  Xerxes ;  in  our 
opinion  no  very  creditable  undertaking  for  Demaratus,  who 
had  been  hofpiubly  entertained  by  him. 

Arteynte  opens  th^  fifth  ad  with  telling  MelifTa  that  *  hec 
furling  tears  flow  idly.'  Amefbis  comes  in  and  threatens  to 
burn  her.  Narbal  enters— O  ye  Perfian  fatellites  I  and  ofers 
to  be  burnt  for  her.  He  '  appeal^  to  law  :*  Ameilris  '  denies 
the  arbitrary  claim.^*     Narbal  tells  her  Xerxes  is  coming. 

*  Behpld  the  tyrant !  he  ihall  judge  the  conteft.' 

The  tyrant  wonders  at  the  '  frantic  youth's  being  elop'd  fron> 
prifon  i'  and  enquires  who  '  fet  him  free.'  Narbal  replies '  love 
gave  me  liberty.'  Arteynte  aflTures  himf  that  he  *  talks  at 
random.'  Indeed  had  he  fpoke  truth  he  muft  have  accufed 
her  father  and  Demaratus ;  but  poor  Xerxes  feeias  perfedly 
fatisfied  with  the  account;  and  when,  immediately  after, 
Narbal  calls  him  a  monfter  and  a  devil,  admires  the  divinity 
of  his  eloquence. 

^  He  pleads  his  canfe  with  energy  divine/ 
He  tells  Amcftr^s  that  *  Narbal  is  her  flave,  and  Arteynte  his  / 
enquires  for  his  fatraps,  and  orders  them  to  drag  her  to  his 
tent.     Ameftris  and  Narbal  are  now  left  together,  and  (he 
ttkes  a  fttdden  liking  to  him,  tells  him 

—  '  he  has  charms  to  captivate  the  heart 

Of  woman^.  and  to  lure  her  roving  eye/ 
Karbal  wonders  «  what  (he  can  meati  ?'  She  calls  him  a  '  dull 
youth,*  then  plainly  declares  that  he  rauft  kill  Xerxes  :  gives 
him  a  fcimetar  for  that  purpofe ;  and  promifes  that  he  ihall 
partake  with  her  the  throne  of  Perfia.  Scene  changes  to  the 
royal  pavilion  ;  Xerxes  tells  Arteynte, 

*  I  will  enjoy  thee  by  coqiimanding  force. 
Where  is  thy  Narbal  to  prptcd  thee  now  ? 

*  Jrteynte*    Sent,  by  thy  murdering  hand,   to  yonder 

fphere, 
Where  thou,  nor  any  tyrant  e'er  can  enter ; 
'  Gone  to  feraphic  courts  of  (larTy  heaven,     . 
Where  the'immortal  fpirits*,  like  him fclf,. 
For  ever  live,  quaffing  Nepenthe's  ftream, 
Ambroiial  nedlar,  and  eternal  blifs*    •  ^ 

•  Xerxes^  There  let  him  revel, .while  on  earth  I  reign. 
And  on  the  charms  of  proud  Arteynte  feaflt* 

This  banquet,  however,  we  find  was  not  deftined  for  Xerxes, 
who  is  rather  furprifcd,  as  Narbal  enters,  at  his  fecbnd  efcapc 
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from  prifon*  Well  indeed  he  might,  for  never  were  gaards  fo 
inattentive  to  their  duty  as  thefe  Periian  fatellites.  Narbal,  to 
the  great  admiration  of  Arteynte,  throws  away  the  fcimetar^ 
and  '  challenges  him  arm  to  arm^  and  fword  to  fword.*  BilC 
h  not  a  fcimecar  the  Periian  fword  ?  and  to  what  parpofe  was 
it  giren  him  if  he  had  one  before  ?  Xerxes  calls  him. '  a  mad* 
aian/  and  talks  of  '  frowning  his  foul  to  helL'  The  other 
replies,  that  \  his  lackejing  herd  of  ilaves  were  abfent ;'  and 
then  oddly  enoagh  a&s,  *  where  his  fatraps  and  immortal  guards 
were?'  Xerxes  rejoins  '  that  kings  are  gods  on  earth*'  Narbal 
fays  *  'tis  an  impious  boaft,'  Bghts  with,  and  kills  him.  Ame- 
flris  enters,  applauds  his  courage,  and  demands  her  former 
•  prifoner,*  Narbal  obferves,  the  '  death  of  Xerxes  abfolvM  . 
Ills  oath.'  AmeHris  calls  herfelf  a  fool,  and  tells  him,  *  it 
Arteynte  lives,'  he  is  her  *  prixe,  and  muft  die.'  This  is  de* 
nied ;  (he  offers 

*  A  monarch's  fceptre  and  her  royal  hand|' 
but  it  does  not  fucceed  ;   and  fhe  falls  into  a  great  paSon  at 
being  ^  duped :'  attempts  to  flab  Narbal ;  is  killed   by  Ar^ 
teynte,  who  exclaims 

*  Xerxes  nvafts 
This  fatal  fcimetar  prepared  for  him.* 

Never  furely  was  a  revolution,  that  in  the  Rehearfal  tfx^ 
cepted,  brought  about  in  an  eaiier  manner  !  Never  were  a  king 
and  queen,  in  their  own  capital,  in  a  pme  of  peace,  in  the 
midft  of  guards,  fent  out  of  the  world  with  lefs  diiturbance^ 
or  fo  little  ceremony  ! 

We  refpedl  this  gentleman's  learning  ;  but  fometbing  more 
Is  requifite  to  acquire  fuccefs  in  theatrical  compoiition* 


A  Dijffertaiion  on  the  Sexes  of  Plants.  TtanJIaied from  the  Lath 
of  Linnaus.  By  James  Edward  Smith,  F.  R.  S.  8v#.  a#« 
NicoL 

TX/E  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Smith  for  this  trartflatioil  of 
V  a  work,  whofe  title  only,  except  by  accident,  had 
reached  us  :  mod  of  the  '  copies  now  in  England  having  come 
-over  with  the  Linnxan  library,'  of  which  we  fnppofc  this  gen- 
tleman to  have  been  the  purchafer.  The  fads  are  frequeatly 
new  to  us,  though  publifhed  in  1760,  and  though  the  theory 
has  often,  fince  that  period,  been  the  fubje^  of  difcufiioii« 
Indeed  we  think,  with  the  tranflator,  that  other  cfountriet 
have  been  alfo  deprived  of  it,  and  that  even  Spaianzani  had 
not  feen  it.  The  objedlions  of  the  Italian  naturalift  were  na- 
ticed,  and,  in  fomc  meafure^  anfwered,  in  our  Fifty-eighth 
Vol.  LXI,  June,  1786.  F  f  Volume, 
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Volume,  page  404.  .We  need  not  now  refume  the  firbjcft  at 
any  great  length,  fince  the  prejudices-  of  phllofophers  begin 
to  difappear,  and  the  reputation  of  the  Swede  is  almoft  a» 
unfullied  as  it  is  extenfive. 

We  have  more  than  once  obferved,  and  ihall  have  occafion 
to  repeat  it,  that  Spalanzani  indulges  a  little  prejudice againll 
Linnaeus,  which  leads  him  frequently  to  attack  hijs  admirers. 
At  this  moment,  he  feems  to  be  indulging  his  fpleeq^  by  his 
remarks  on  our  countryman,  Mr.  Ellis,  in  the  work  which 
he  is  pi:eparing  on  zoophytes.  Mr.  Ellis  is  indeed  remarkable 
for  a  confiderable,  perhaps  too  attentive  an  attachment  to  the 
northern  naturalift.  For  the  condu^  of  Spalanzani  we  cannot 
affign  any'fatisfaftory  reafon  :  Mr,  Smith  attributes  it  to  fome 
•  little  profefforial  jealoufy  between  him  and  his  colleague 
Scopoli,  whom,  thoogh  he  affefts  to  compliment,  he  muft  un- 
avoidably defpife,  if  he  defpifes  Linnasus  ;  Scopoli  having 
chiefly  diflinguiflied  him»felf  as  a  n>ethodical  and  defcriptive 
author,  and  being  the  warm  friend  and  conftam  correfpondent 
of  the  Swedilh  natutalift.'  . 

We  fhall  relate  one  experiment,  becaufe  made  on  the  plaat 
with  which  Spalanzani  was  unfuccefsful :  the  peculiarity, 
which  we  have  diilinguiflicd  by  Italics,  is  fo  remarkable,  .'asf 
to  evince  the  attention  of  the  author,  and  to  add  great  force 
to  bis  opinion, 

*  In  the  month  of  April  I  fowed^the  feeds  of  heit)p*(cani>a^ 
bis)  in  two  different  pois.  The  young  plants  came  up  fo  plen- 
tifully, that  each  pot  contained  thirty  or  forty.  I  placed  each 
by  the  light  of  a  window,  but  in  different  and  remote  apart- 
ments.  The  hemp  grew  extremely  well  in  both- pots.  In  one 
of  them  I  permitted  the  male  and  female  plants  to  remain  to- 
gether, to  flower  and  bear  fruit,  which  ripened  in  July,  and 
being  macerated  in  water,  and  committed  to  the  earth,  fprung 
,  up  in  twelve  days.  F/o'm  the  other,  however,  I  r^emoved  aki 
the  maJe  plants,  as  foon  as  they  were  old  enough  for  me  to  di- 
ilinguifh  th^em  from  tJie  females.  The  remaining  females  grew 
very  well,  andpj-cfcntcd  their  I0717  -b'fjiilla  in  great  abunda?icc^  thefe 
Jiovjers  -continuitig  a  n>efy  lon^  time\  as  if  in  eApcBation  of  their 
7nates  \  while  the  plants  in  the  other  pot  had  already  ripened 
their  fruit,  their  pif  ilia  hanging ^  quite  in,  a  different  tjtanner^  faded 
as  foon  as  the  .males  had  dlf charged  all  their  fallen  •  It  was  cer- 
'tainly  a  beautiful  and  truly  admirable  fpe^tacle,  to  iee  the  un- 
impregnated  females  preferve  their  piltilla  fo  lon'g  green  and 
ilourifhing,  Bojt'perraittigg  them  to  begin  to  fade,  till  they  had 
been  for  a  \^txy  confiderable  time  expofed,  in  vain,  to  the  ac- 
cefs  of  the  male  pollen.  Afterwards,  when  thefe  virgin  plants 
began  to  decay  through  age,  I  c.xam,ined  all  their  calyces  in 
ihc  prefeBce  of  fcveraJ  'botaniftsj  and' found  them  large,  and 
■.  '  ,     •  ^   •  ^  -         ilou- 
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tftourifhing,  although  every  one  of  the  feed-buds  was  brown, 
compreiTed,  membranaceous,  and  dry,  not  exhibiting  any  ap- 
pearance of  cotyledons  or  pulp-  H«nce  I  am  perfedlly  con- 
vinced, that  the  circumHance  which  authors  have  recorded^  of 
the  female  hemp  having  produced  feeds,  although  deprived  of 
the  nvile,  could  only  have  happened  by  means  of  pollen, 
brought  by  the  wind  from  fomc  dillant  place.  No  experiment 
can  be  more  eafily  performed  than  the  above ;  none  more  fa- 
tisfadory  in  demonftrating  the  generation  of  plants.' 

At  theconclufion,  Linnzus  mentions  the  hybrid  plants,  and 
fuggeHs  a  doubt,  whether  ^the  numerous  fpecies  of  many  ve- 
getables may  not  be  hybrids  from  one  mother.  He  obferves^ 
that  the  mother  fupplies  the  mone  internal  and  efTential  parts, 
as  the  flower,  and  |>arts  of  fruflifi cation  ;  while,  from  the 
other  parent,  the  external  covering,  as  the  leaves,  &c.  .aro 
derived.  This  holds  equally  in  animals.  We  think  this  opi- 
nion may  be  fupported  by  many  obfervations  :  i,c  is  certainly 
true,  that  hybrids,  with  thefe  condant  difcriminating  marks, 
frequently  occur ;  and  that,  when  the  parent  plants  are  not 
very  dilTimiiar,  they  produce  fertile. feeds.  So  that  if  cycry 
fpecies  does  not  ari(e  from  this  promifcuous  frudi6cation,  it 
is  highly  probable  that  the  exiftcnce  of  many  is  owing  to  it* 

*  But  whether  all  thefe  fpecies  be  the  offspring  of  timtf; 
whether,  in  the  beginning  of  all  things,  the  Creator  limited 
the  number  of  future  fpecies,  I  dare  not  prefume  to  determine. 
I  am,  however,  convinced,  this  mode  of  multiplying  plants 
does  not  interfere  with  the  fyftem  or  general  fcheme  of  nature ; 
as  I  daily  obferve,  that  infedls,  which  live  upon  one  fpecies  of 
a  particular  genus,  are  contented  with  another  of  the  fame 
genus. 

^  A  perfon  who  has  once  feen  the  achyranthea  afpera,  and 
remarked  its  fpike,  the  parts  of  its  flower,  its  fmall  and  pccu<^ 
liarly  formed  nedUria,  as  weU  as  its  calyces  bent  backwards  as 
the  fruit  ripfens,  would  think  it  wcry  eafy  at  any  lime  to  diftinr 
guifh  ihefe  flovyers  from  all  others  in  the  univerfe;  but  when 
he  finds  the  flowers  of  achyranthes  indica  agreeiftg  with'them^ 
even  in  their  minuteft  parts,  and  at  the  fame  time  obfefves  the 
large,,  thick,  obtufe',  undulated  leaves  of  the  lafl  mentioned 
plant,  he  will  thin-k  he  fees  achyranthes  -afpera  mafked  in  the* 
foUage  of  xanthiuin  ilrumarium.'  - 

*  1  am  perluadcd  by  many  confiderations,  that  thofe  nume«» 
.  rous  and  aiioil  valuable  varieties  of.  plants  which  are  .ufed  for 

culinary opvrpofes,  have  beeiv^produced  in  this  manner,  as  (jhe. 
feveral  kinds  of  cs^bbag^,  lettupe^,  &c.  and  1  apprehepd  thu 
is  the  realQn  of  Ui<fJt  uQt  .being  digged. by  a  difference  of  fdl^ 
Hence  I  cannot  give  my  afTent  io  the  opinion  of  thofe*,,. who^ 
iinagine  all  varieties  to*  have  be^n  occaAoued  by  change  of  foil  l 

:       ■         ■  n  t    ■   r  •  .     •     -W; 
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for,  if  this  were  the  cafe,  the  plants  would  return  to  their  on- 
ginal  form,  if  removed  again  to  their  origioal  fituajtion.' 

*  That  the  iexes  of  plants. admit  of  a  prpof  a  prrcrr  from 
experiments,  appears,  therefore,  from  hybfiii  prodaQipos.' 

We  have  much  reafon  to  think  that  the  trairflator  has  per- 
formed his  talk  with  ability.  It  b  the  perfpicuous  decifii^c 
language  of  a  man  whofe  ideas  are  clear,  and  whofe  knowlege 
of  the  fubjedl  is  coniiderable :  we  can  bring  his  work  to  no 
ether  tefl,  as  the  original  is  not  before  us.  The  notes  arc 
ufef ul,'  and  convey  much  additional  informatioiir  on  the  fub- 
jedt :  we  (be,  with  a  little  regret,  fonie  flight  fneers  at  Slpa* 
lanzani,  who,  with  all  his  pre^cdkes,  (and  whq  ean>  alwaya 
avoid  them  ?)  is  an  abk,  well-informed  naturaliil.  Perhaps 
too  we  differ  from  oirr  tranflator  with  tefpeSt  to  the  charader 
of  Linnaeus  himfelf.  Of  his  condu^  as  a  natiwalift  we  have 
always  fpoken  with  the  warmeft  encomiums :  of  the  accuracy 
and  penetration  of  his  obfervations  we  have  little  doubt ;  but 
we  cannot  admire  his  theoretical  leafoning^  ot  the  depth  of 
Jbis  judgment.  On  this  fubje^  we  have  formerly  enlarged 
with  fuficieDt  minutenefs* 


J^  PJ^neonomie  FoRtipie  Moderwe.      Di/eours  Fondamental  /ur 
la  Population.     %vo.     6s»  in  Boards.     Hookham. 

^IpHIS  flimfy  wire-drawn  difcourfe  *  on  Population,'  feems 
"*•  the  produ^ion  of  M.  Herrenfchwand^  whofe  name  ap- 
fte^fs  at  the  end  of  the  Dedication*  It  is  piublilhed  in  Lpa* 
don»  and  dedicated  to  *  Louis  XVE.  king^  of  France/  If  the 
addrefs,  in  his  iitttation,  is  improper,  we  had  alnooft  faid  im- 
pertinent, the  Dedication  deferves  a  feverer  term.— We  ihall 
iele£^  a  fjpecimen  from  the  beginning. 

*  The  lovie  of  truths  and  of  your  fubj^e£b,  feems,  in  you, 
an  hinate  virtue ;  for  you  ihow  it  in  every  ad^ion^  /  wanted 
*  l^^^f  lik^y^f  to  nuhom  1  might  addre/s  a  ferformana,  whofe 
<)fbjedL  is  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  and  iit  which  I  have 
dared  to  trace,  ^yith  the  moll  fcrupulous  exa^nefs,  the  caufes 
ipf  their  misf9rt\Lnes.  If  I  have  not  alked  yoitr  pefrnji^on,  it 
is  becaufe  I  thought  I  had  a .  right  to  feiae  the  r^e  exaifiplk 
^ftffickyeur  majefy  ftifinli  f  tht  ^i^wld* 

ISflien  an  author  was  once  aiked  the  reafon  why Jk  flattered 

jM*  patron  fo  much,  andr  attobnted  to  him  vimies  which 

JBaorfuppoled  that  he  did  not  pofiefr2  We  adminiiHer,  re* 

ijijed  he^  to,  our  mutual  wants  i  he  ivants  a  charafter»  which 

JL  f|l{iiply  him, with;  and  I  want  money,  with  which. he  repays 

^yj^inufes*  The  prefeht  panegyjrif  wiUfcacb  hiamoft  Chriftian 

I  majefty 
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ifkajeft^  in  k  \tty  pj'bper  time ;  and,  if  out  author  wants  an 
Wfnmeiiiate  voaCher,  he  may  find  one  in  aimofl  et^ery  inhabitant 
hi  the  province  of  Burgiirndy. 

M.  He^rif)fcfhvtrand  ftr^  enquires  into  the  fiate  of  populatioil 
ilmdng  huhten,  among  ihepherds,  arid  among  hufbamlmen. 
His  obferVatiOQS  have  been  repeated  by  almoft  every  author  ; 
l)42t,  what  has  hitherto  been  included  in  two  pagcs^  now  ex- 
tends to  two  Iheets.  In  this  there  is  fome  novelty,  but  wt 
would  not  recommeAd  the  example.  The  fyftem  of  cultiva- 
tion is  divided  into  three  kinds ;  where  the  lands  of  a  nation, 
are  divided  between  the  feveral  families,  and  each  cultivates 
%is  p6rtion  for  his  own  fubfiftence :  fecondly,  where  the  iepa* 
izxt  eftates  are  appropriated  to  a  few  families,  and  the  refl  oif 
the  nation  is  reduced  to  ilavery,  and  forced  to  cultivate  the 
ground  for  the  fubfiftcnce  of  the  whole  ;  thirdly,  where  the 
lands  are  appropriated  only  to  a  part  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
the  others  provide  different  neceffarics  and  conveniencies  o*f 
life  to  exchange  for  fubfiftehce.  The  firft  fyftem  of  agriculture 
lie  calls  abfolute.  It  was  that,  fays  he,  of  ancient  Rome; 
but  he  fhould  have  added,  in  a  particular  period  of  itsexilt* 
ence  as  a  ftate.  The  next  is  a  relative  fyftem,  founded  on  a 
{y^tm  of  flavery,  and  was  that  of  Lacedaemon ;  the  third  ic 
alfo  a  relative  fyftem,  founded  on  that  of  manufadures,  and 
is  the  fyftem  which  prevails  at  prefent  in  modern  Europe. 

He  examines  the  fubjed  of  political  oecohbmy  in  all  th^fe 
diiTerent  ftaces,  particularly  as  they  influence  population.  In 
this  work  we  fee  an  affedled  humanity,  and  an  attempt  at  pre- 
krifion,  mixed  with  much  trifling,  matiy  miftakes,  and  a  lan- 
guage fo  loofe  and  indeterminate,  that  we  can  feldont  feize  the 
idea,  involved  in  fuch  a  wildernefs  of  words.  We  have  no 
great  temptation  to  enlarge  on  a  work  from  which  we  cannot 
prefent  a  fingle  ufeful  view  of  the  fubjed,  or  one  inlportant 
fa£t.  We  fliall  tranflate  a  part  of  it,  to  difplay  the  flatterer 
of  the  French  monarch,  whoie  innate  principle  is  the  love  of 
his  fnbje£ts. 

'  We  fcarcely  read  any  work  on  modern  political  economy, 
in  which  the  fmall  wages  of  the  workmen  are  not  regarded  as 
at!  eiTenddl  requifite  to  the  profperity  of  nations ;  and  there 
are  few  ftatefmen  who  have  not  confidered  this  principle, 
though  fo  little  reconcilable  to  huxbanity,  as  one  of  the  chief 
rules  of  4heir  cdndu£t.  Yet  there  is  no  truth  fo  demonib-able 
as  the  contrary  opinion.  Great  profperity  never  exifled  with 
litoddrate  ftip'ends ;  and  it  fee ms  that  the  flightefl:  refie^on 
would  have  fli^wn  the  c6ntradi6tion  arid  abfiirdity  of  makvng 
a  natit}n  {>rofperj  by  keeping  thre^-fourths  of  its  iahabttintf 
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an  ftrait  circumftances.  Happily,  modern  political  economy, 
with  all  its  faults,  has  this  advantage,  that  it  flicws  us  the  im« 
poflibility  of  making  a  nation  profper,  without  the  profperity 
of  its  fcveral  clafTes  ;  and  *we  cannot  hanje  a  more  con'oincing 
froof  of  the  imperfe^ion  of  this  fcience^  in  any  matiotty  than  to 
fee  the  lonver  claj/es  miferahUy  poorly  fed y  badly  cloalhedy  and  in '^ 
differently  lodged.* ^^This  muft  be  charming  language  to  the  ear 
of  the  French  monarch,  v^hofe  rare  example  the  author  thought 
he  had  a  right  to  feize.  It  would  have  been  well,  if  M. 
Herrenfchwand  had  looked  at  home,  in  Germany,  for  in- 
flance,  or  even  in  Holland,  or  in  England.  He  Ihould  have 
looked  at  the  fituation  and  circumllances  of  flourilhing  ftates, 
before  he  had  decided  fo  peremptorily  on  the  caufes  of  their 
profperity :  but,  dazzled  with  the  glory  of  the  French  mo- 
narchy, and  the  ^French  king,  he  forgot  that  the  lower  clafles 
were  *  poorly  fed,  badly  cloathed,  and  indifferently  lodged.* 
•  Ce'ft  de  parler  du  cordon  dans  la  maifon  d'un  pendu.' — W^ 
Ihall  enlarge  no  farther :  if  we  could  have  found  a  fingle  fpe- 
cimen  with  a  trait  of  refleAion,  good  fenfe,  judgment,  or 
experience,  we  Ihould  have  preferred  it  to  that  which  we  have 
given. 

jfn  Enquiry  into   the  original  State  and  Formation  of  the  £arfh^ 
'     deduced  from  FaSsy  and  the  Lanus  of  Nature.     Second  Edit  ion  y 
conjider ably  enlarged.  By  John  Whiithurjl.    \L  u.  in  Boards 
Bent. 

1  N  our  Forty-fixth  Volume,  p.  367,  we  gave  a  general  and 
•*  conc?fe  analyfis  of  the  defign  of  the  author,  and  the  con- 
tents of  his  work.  It  now  appears  again,  much  enlarged, 
,  with  feveral  additional  plates.  The  additions  are  very  nu-» 
merous  :  new  obfervations  are  frequently  interfperfed  ;  the 
•language  is  greatly  changed,  and  fopnc  new  chapters  are  added, 
whofe  contents  we  fhall  now  examine.  Jf  the  language  be 
improved  in  correclnefs  and  elegance,  we  think  it  has  fulFered 
in  other  refpcfts  ;  it  was  formerly  diftinguiflie3  by  a  plain  fim- 
plicity,  which  was  the  fureft  criterion  of  its  being  the  unvar- 
nifhed  tale,  which  nature  had  dictated  from  hej*  recciTes  ;  and, 
though  it  docs  not  at  prefent  lofe  much  of  its  force  by  a  higher 
poliih,  yet  we  own  (perhaps  we  may  appear  too  much  pre- 
judiced in  its  favour),  but  we  own»  that  it  feemcdP^ore  pointed 
as  well  as  more  artlefs  in  the  firil  edipon. 

We  need  apt  recapitplate  the  changes  in  the  chapter^ :  the 
pbfervations  are  eiTentially  the  fame."  Two-circumftances, 
which  have  been  objcAed  to  Mr.  Whitehuril,  .yet  remaiq, 
though  we  wifh  fome  attention  h^d  been  paid  to  she  criticifms* 
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Tlie  one  is,  that  toad-flone  fliould  not  be  ranked  among  the 
volcanic  produftions  ;  but  we  think  that  the  objedlions  ©n  this 
fubjeft  are  of  little  confecjuence.  It  has  been  alfo  obferved, 
that, Mr.  Whitehurft  has  paid  too  much  attention  to  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Dutch  navigators,  relating  to  the  polar  feas 
being  free  fr6m  ice,  Mr.  Harrington's  eagernefs  led  him  to 
believe'too  eaiily  ;  for  thofe  very  miraculous  accounts,  which 
he  was  enabled  to  trace  up  to  the  authors,  were  diminiihed  to 
common  tranfaftions.  If  Mr.  Whitehurft  continues  to  think 
that  ice  is  formed  only  in  the  neighbourhood  of  land  ;  that 
fea,  unconneded  with  land,  is  not  frozen,  and  much  of  his. 
argument  relating  to  the  ftate  of  tlie  antideluvian  world  de- 
pends on  it,  ^e  ought  to  Ihow  why  ice  appears  in  lower  lati- 
tudes as  we  approach  to  the  foutii  pole,  than .  in  the  ardlic 
regions.  In  the  fouthern  extremity,  <  fo  far  as  it  has  been  na-- 
vigated,  there  is  much  Icfs  laud  than  in  the  northern  ;  and  it 
would  be  a  gratuitous  aflertion  to  fay,  that  the  whole  which 
has  not  been  vifited  is  firm  ground,  when  only  a  flight  pfofpe<9: 
of  any  country  has  been  obtained  ;  a  part  very  inconliderable, 
if  compared  with  the  coafts  of  Norway,  which  we  meet  with 
in  nearly  the  fame  latitudes  of  the  northern  hemifphere.  In- 
deed it  may  be  obferved,  that  our  author  is  too  carelefs  about 
the  authorities  of  many  of  his  fa6ls,  and  has  given  his  anta- 
gonift§  much  reafon  to  objed  |:o  the  opinions  which  ^e  has 
fomeiimes  raifed  on  them,  j 

The  Additional  chapters  relate  to  the  '  Rotten  Stone,  the 
Encrinus,  Alleria,  or  Star-fifli  with  a  jointed  Stem.  And 
likewife  of  the  Trocbites,  Entrochi,  or  Screw-Stones,  which 
fo  plentifully  abound  in  the  Limeftone  of  Derbyfhire,  Staf- 
fordfhire,  &c  — The  Strata  in  North  Wales. — Obfervations  on 
the  Strata  in  the  North. of  Ireland,  particularly  on  the  Gia^nts 
Caufeway,  ind  at  Bailey  Caftle.' , 

The  rotten  ftone  is,  in  our  author's  opinion,  a  decompofed 
Kme-ftone  ftratum.  It  indeed  appears  to  be  of  this  kind  ;  but 
we  require  other  proofs  before  it  can  be  properly  allowed :  a 
a  chemift  knows  nothing  of  the  compofition  of  lime^flone, 
except  the  term  relate  to  its  forni,  in  a  mafs  containing  flinty 
modules,  or  in  powder  with  thefe  feparated.  Our  author  has 
given  a  plate  of  the  ftar-fiib,  whofe  ieparate  vertebrae  form  the 
ftar-ftonps;  and  the  entrochi,  or  fcrew-ftones,  arife  from  the 
feparated  parts  of  an  animal  of  the  fame  genus.  The  fhale 
our  author  thinks  too,  a  decompofed  limeftone  ;  but  this  de- 
compofition  alfo  muft  relate  to  the  form  rather  than  the  na- 
ture. The  defcription  of  the  different  ftrata  in  Wales,  and 
I^-eljind,.  illuftrated  by  plates,  .are  intended  to  fhow  th^  unifor- 
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Itoity  of  the  ftrata  with  which  coals  are  conneded.     They  ap« 
pear  to  be  nearly  fimilar  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Wales. 

Mr.  Whitehurft,  in  his  account  of  the  Giant's  Caufeway, 
has  obferved,  with  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  circumftances  which 
tilablifl)  the  former  grandeur  and  pfofperity  of  Ireland.  He 
differs  from  the  latter  author  in  thinking  the  peat  bogs  of  How 
groyvth,  and  attributing  them  to  a  deluge  either  temporary 
ind  partial,  or  more  continued  and  univerial.  We  think  Mr. 
Hamilton's  opinion  the  more  probable,  for  the  reafons  which 
we  have  affigned  in'  reviewing  his  Letters.  Mr.  WhitehuHl 
alfo  mentions  fome  marks^  which  feem  to  fhow  that  America 
was  once  peopled  by  a  more  refined  and  civilised  race  than 
were  found  on  its  firtt  difcovery  by  Europeans.  We  may  add 
"to  his  relation,  that  remais5  of  pottery-ware,  neatly  executed 
and  well  burnt,  traces  of  regular  fortificjitions  have  been  faid 
to  have  been  difcovered  in  remote  parts  of  that  continent.^ 
But  we  feel  a  little  heittation  in  believing  thefe  very  marvellous 
relations.  Aiherica  has  certainly  emerged  but  lately  (we  fpeak 
now  by  comparifon)  from  the  waters,  though  we  may  poffibly 
And  that  it  had  been  peopled  previous  to  the  inundation. 

Mr.  Whitehurft  defcribes  the  bafaltes,  and  feems  to  have 
Smbi%ed  the  opinion  of  Faujas  de  St.  Fond  relating  to  its  for* 
mation.     We  fball  relate  the  following  very  lingular  fad. 

^  At  the  fdot  of  the  cliff  among  the  fragments  of  lava,  I 
found  a  piece  of  iron  ore,  iimilar  in  appearance  to  the  Cum- 
berland ore,  vitrified  on  one  fide,  which  is  fome  tcftimony  of 
the  caufe  whereby  fome  lavas  may  be  magneiical,  and  like- 
vifik  that  the  fubftances  fnppofed  to  be  lavas,  have  alfo  beeu 
in  a  fUte  of  fufion.' 

Another  fa£t  no  lefs  extraordinary,  but  fomewhat  more  mar« 
vellous,  deferves  attention.  We  are  a  little  incredulous  about 
the  charcoal,  becaufe  we  have  formerly  dete^ed  iimilar  mif^ 
takes>  Even  philofophers,  when  they  fpeai^  of  volcanos, 
cannot  always  lofe  the  idea  of  a  kitchen  fire. 

'  After  fo  ihany  corroborating  tedimonies  tending  rt&  pr&v» 
t^  origin  of  hafahes,  nothing  more  is  requifite  to  afcertain 
the  fa(|>  but  that  of  being  an  eye-witnefs  to  the  operatioi^ 
jtielf^  yet,  as  the  fubjed  has  been  fo  ro^ich  controverted,  ic 
jnay  not  be  improper  to  add  the  obfervation&  of  Mr.  Hodges^ 
in  his  late  tour  througli  India,  in  the  line  of  his  profefiion  ^ 
vis*  That  a  cliff  called  Mov&igena,  is  wholly  composed  of 
hafaltei ;  and  that  under  the  cliffy  is  a  fpacious  exted&ve  ca* 
vern,  which  he  thoroughly  examined  by  the  aid  of  torche^i 
»«4  obfi^ved  the  iuat  colttmoar  appearaxices  ^4)»  the  exterior 
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parts  thereof,  and  Ukcwife  that  charcoal  wai  imbeded  in  th« 
folid  fubftance  of  the  ftone  throughout  the  whole  extfent  of  th^ 
cavern. 

*  The  Angular  appearances  accompanying  the  above  oo* 
lumnar  bodies,  with  refpeft,  to  charcoal  being  imbeded  in 
the  folid  fubilance  of  the  (lon«>  feems  to  have  been  aijL . 
effed  produced  at  a  tinte  while  that  matter  was  liquid  £rei 
That  circumftance  being  duly  coniidered,  together  with  ths 
durability  of  charcoal,  leaves  Uttle  room  to  doubt  the  origin 
of  the  fubftance  in  which  the  eharcoal  or  burnt  wood  is  in-i 
clofed.' 

Mr.  Whitehurll's  work  contains  fome  valnabic  fafts ;  and 
the  foundation  of  his  fyllem,  viz.  aflual  obfervation,  will 
cnfure  its  permanency.  As  we  fpoke  witH  approbation  of  his 
^r^  attempt,  we  mull  not  difmifs  this  enlarged  edition  without 
additional  commendation. 


YolonJron*  Speeches  tt>  John  BonxAe  ah  out  his  Edition  of  DsiH^ 
fixate  ;  together  ^ith  fome  Account  of  Spanifh  Literature^ 
By  Jofeph  Baretti.     B<uo,     4/.     Faulder. 

A4R*  Bowie,  it  feems,  is  a  tolondron  :  a  Grange  word  this^ 
-*■  ^  and  we  had  almoft  deferved  xhe  title  by  miftaking  its 
meaning*.  The  word  literally  meaa$  a  wheal  on  the  (kin^ 
raifed  by  a  ftripe  or  a  blow  ;  but  jts  common  metaphorical  in-^ 
terpretation  is  a  itupid  ignorant  pretender  to  knowledge:  we 
cannot  trace  the  firft  meaning  down  to  the  fecond,  unlefs  it  bo. 
'  that  the  fool  Ihall  be  beaten  with  many  flripes ;'  and  as  the 
Spaniards  are  a  very  religious  nation,  perhaps  we  may  bo 
right.  Poor  Mr.  Bowie,  this  tolondron  feems  too  fevereeven 
for  the  greateft  '  tolondery  !'  But  we  have  almoll  adopted  Mr* 
Baretti's  rambling  method  :  evil  communications  corrupt  good 
manners.  We  muil  tell  hi^  (lory  more  fhortly,  and  it  ma:% 
be  remembered  that  we  •  now  fpeak  by  the  book.' 

Mr.  BowIe«  the  editor  of  a  fuperb  edition  of  Don  Qttixote,i 
in  the  original  Spanifh,  feems  to  have  been  extremely  angry 
with  Mr.  Baretti,  for  a  reafon  that  we  Ihould  fcarcely  havd 
fuppofed  would  have  excited  A>  much  wrath  as  is  imputed  to  him. 
During  the  publication  the  two  friends,  for  then,  at  lead,  the/  ' 
wcrt  not  combatants*  dined  together,  when  a  proof  fheet  was 
brought  in,  ^nd  Mr*  Baretti  obferved  a  ilrange  confufion  inr 
the  accents*  He  offered  his  afiiftance  to  Mr.  Bowie,  which 
was  declined.  In  our  author's  future^  engagement,  when  ho 
taui^ht  two  young  gentlemen  the  Spaniih  langaage,  this  edi-; 
tioQ  came  iato  bis  hands ;  aad  the»  he  found  this  confufion 
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often  obfcared  the  fenfe^  and  foraetimes  changed  it.  The 
faults  were,  therefore,  redified  in  the  margin.  Thefe  correc- 
tions are  faid  to  have  irritated  Mr.  Bowle^  and  to  have  pro- 
duced feveral  publications.  Some  of  thefe^  viz.  the  Con- 
'da£t  of  the  Knight  of  Ten  Stars>  and  his  Itarlian  Squire* 
(captain  Crookihanks  and  Mr.  Baretti) ;  a  Letter  to  a  Dodlor 
of  Divinityi  &c.  have  been  ihortly  noticed  at  different  tiroea 
in  our  Journal  *.  In  thefe  publications,  and  fome  letters  in  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine^  which  our  author  imputes  to  Mr, 
Bowie,  Mr.  Baretti  and  his  wo^ks  are  fo  feverely  attacked,  as 
to  have  produced  the  publication  before  us. 

In  this  work,  which  is  written  in  a  rambling  pleafant  man- 
ner, though^  with  great  feyejity,  Mr.  Bowie  is  attacked  on 
his  ignorance  in  pronouncing  the  Spaniih ;  and  confequently 
on  the  random,  and  often  improper  method  of  placing  ac- 
cents. He  is  faid  alfo  to  be  ignorant  of  the  Spanifh  idiom, 
and  to  have  given  wrong  or  abfurd  interpretations  of  many 
words  :  to  be  vain  of  talents  which  he  does  not  pofTefs,  to  be 
irritable,  petulant,  &c.  In  ibort^  no  tolondroi^  can  have  a 
greater  number  of  faults. 

On  this  fubjed  we  can  form  no  opinion  :  the  ftory  may  be 
greatly  changed,  when  related  by  a  different  perion,  though 
the  fame  fadls  are  preferved.  Mr.  Baretti  is  ?ngry,  probably 
with  reafon  ;  and  Mr.  Bowie  may  ilill  be  able  to  allege  very 
ample  provocations,  if  he-  is  indeed  the  author  of  the  public 
cations  mentioned.  As  it  is  more  within  our  own  knowledge, 
we  muft  allow,  that  Mr.  Bowie's  Spanifh  is  not  always  idioma- 
tic  ;  and  fome  of  his  words  are  not  very  intelligibly  explained. 
Perhaps  too  he  has  been  more  voluminous,  in  his  labours  as 
as  an  editor,  than  was  necefTary.  On  fome  of  thele  fubjefts, 
Mr.  Baretti  triumphs  with  reafon  ;  and  his  triumphs  are  pur- 
fued  with  little  mercy.  We  cannot  commend  his  moderation 
in  the  hour  of  viftory  ;  nor  can  we  approve  of  his  very  defuliory 
manner,  or  the  unnecefTary  bulk  of  his  work.  We  (hall  tran- 
fcribe  a  (hort  fpecimen. 

*  My  fweet  friend  Jack  Bowie,  who,  by  his  own  confieflion, 
frequently  repeated,  and  in  a  bragging  manner,  rather  than 
taking  (hame  to  himfelf :  Jack,  I  fay,  who  never  could  fpeak 
a  Spaniih  fentence  in  his  life,  but  learnt  the  little  he  knows 
of  it,  in  his  clofet  by  himfelf,  nor  ever  alked  any  body's  ad- 
vice about  his  great  undertaking;  a  big  name  he  calls  his 
edition  by,  as  if  reprinting  and  commmenting  Don  Quixote, 
were  a  perforation  of  Mount  Caucafus  through  and  through  : 
^  Jack,  I  fay  for  the  third  time,  has  not  even  an  idea  about  the 
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Sipanifh  pronunciation^  nor  about  the  accentuation,  that  re- 
gulates the  reading  of  Spanifh':  therefore,  throughout  the  edi- 
tion and  the  comment,  has  placed  the  accents  as  the  teatotuitf 
of  his  grandfon  direded ;  for  he  knew  (by  lodfcing  night  and 
day  into  Spaniih  books)  that,  mean  what  they  will,  accents 
are  wanting  on  many  Spanifti  words :  and,  in  confequence  oi* 
this  acute  obfervation,  he  placed  a  good  many  here  and  there, 
as  the  teatotum  diredted,  throughout  the  book  ;  and  the  tea- 
totam,  I  mull  fay  it,  to  his  immortal  honour,  has  ibmetimes' 

^     whirled  the  right  way,  and  turned  up  the  propitious  fides 
but,  upon  the  whole,  has  proved  fo  untoward,  that,  in  every 

^  one  of  the  pages,  not  one  excepted,  throughout  his  fix  quarto 
.  volumes,  and  pretty  often  in  every  line  of  every  page,  the 
accents  are  all  placed  in  the  wrong  places,  or  they  are  omitted, 
which  is  as  good  an  equivalent :  and  1,  who  forcfa'w  that  this* 
would  be  the  cafe,  when  I  gave  a  tranfitory  glance  to  one  of 
his  revifes,  the  day  we  dined  together  at  the  tavern  in  Hoi- 
born,  and  pitied  the  blunder  be  was  going  to  commit,  whicb 
{  was  fure  would  annihilate  his  edition,  made  free  to  ofier  him 
my  fervice  in  the  correction  of  his  fheets :  and  would,  for  the 
mere  fake  of  literature,  have  looked  them  over  with  pleafure  :• 
but,  forfootb  !  the  proud  tolondron,  who  did  not.even  fufpe& 
he  had  need  of  fuch  a  pair  of  crutches,  rejefted  the  offer,  as 
he  never  trufted  his  corrcftion  to  any  body  but  himfelf.  Wells 
he  has  trufted  to  his  great  felf,  to  his  knowing  felf !  But^ 
what  was  the  confequence  ?  He  laid  out  fev«rai  hundred 
pounds  in  the  purchafe  of  water-bubbles,  which  are  no  very 
merchantable  commodity ;  rhade  his  ignorance  known  to  many 
to  whom  it  was  a  fecret ;  quarrelled  with  his  friends,  becaufe 
they  would  no  longer  believe  him  a  great  Hifpanift  ;  and 
worked  himfelf  into  a  brown  humour,  that  is  likely  to  lail  to 
his  dying  day,  if  wine  and  gin,  copioufly  drank,  do  not  help 
to  remove  it.  Is  this  tolondronery,  or  cauliflower  ?  Give  me 
leave,  I  beg,  to  call  it  tolondronery  double-diililled,  and  no 
cauliflower  at  all.' 

If  this  difpute  continues,  we  mufl  beg  leave  to  remind  the 
combatants,  that  perfonalities  never  ^dd  weight  to  the  cauic 
of  truth. 

Addrefs  from  Sir  John  Dalryntple,  Bart*  one  vf  the  Barons  of 
the  Exchequer  in  Scotland y  to  the  Landholders  of  England^ 
upon  the  Interefi  luhich  they  have  in  the  State  of  the  Difillerj 
Jja<ws.     Svo*     z^*     Cadell* 

^HE  author  of  this  Addrefs  fets  out  with  obferving,  that 

-**     the  court  of  Exchequer  in  Scot^nd,  of  which  he  is  a 

barop^  i%  tl^e  faipe  time  ^hat  it  is  a  court  of  juilice,  is  alfo 
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the  board  of  treafury  for  that  part, of  the  Jcingdom,  antf^ 
therefore,  bound  to  underftand  and  attend  to  the  intereils  of 
the  revenue.  A  clofc  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  office  foon 
Convinced  hi'm,  that  the  diflillery  bufinefs  was  an  object  of  far 
greater  importance  to  the  revenue,  and  to  the  landed  intereft 
of  Britain,  than  was  generally  imagined.  But  he  Taw,  with 
concern,  that  the  trader  and  the  officer  of  the  revenue,  in 
Scotland  at  kaft,  flood  on  terms  of  mutual  hoftiiity  ;  one 
complaining  always  of  opprefion,  and  the  other  of  fraud  ; 
either  or  both  of  which  muft  be  produdive  of  bad  confequences 
to  the  public,  and  injure  the  revenue.  An  anxiety  to  recon- 
cile thefe  hoiliie  interefts  faggefled  to  our  author  the  idea,- 
that,  if  the  tax  on  the  difttllery  was  regulated  by  the  capacity 
of  the  ftill,  inftcad  of  being,  as  at  prefent,  collefted  by  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  liqiior,  it  would  be  almoft  im- 
|^£ible  for  the  trader  to  defraod,  or  for  the  officer  to  opprefs  ; 
becaufff,  if  the  meafore  of  the  veffel  was  once  taken,  it  could 
not  be  9>ltered  without  being  immediately  perceived. 

Sir  John  Dalrymple  conrmunicated  his  ideas  on  this  fubje^i 
lo-the  public  in  Scotland  ;  but  was  reflrained  by  motives  of 
delicacy  from  purfuing  the  fame  condudl  in  England,  becaufe 
lie  thought  that  the  Englilh  beft  underflood  their  own  affairs. 
Scodand,  Our  author  informs  us,  has  univerfally  declared  for 
the  propofed  plan ;  and  he  is  of  opinion,  that  if  England 
attended  to  the  fubjed),  all  England  to  a  man,  except  fix  dif- 
tillery  hoofes  in  London,  would  likewife  declare  for  adopting 
\t4  With  regard  to  thofe  fix  houfes,  our  author  affirms,  that 
by  engrofling  the  whole  diftillery  of  England,  a  trifk  excepted^ 
a  few  private  perfons  enjoy  a  monopoly  again'ft  the  landed  in- 
tereft,  the  people,  and  the  revenue  of  England.  For,  by 
combining  together,  fays  he,  they  can  fix  the  price  of  grain 
as  they  pleafe  againft  the  landed  interefl,  the  price  of  their 
fpirits  as  they  pleafe  againfl  the  people,  and  the  amount  of 
t^.  difiillery  tax  as  they  pleafe  agaliiiL  the  revenue.  The 
manner  in  which  our  author  accounts  for  this  fingularity  dif- 
covers  great  knowlege  of  the  fubjed,  but  for  this  we  muH 
refer  our  readers  to  the  pamphlet. 

In  confequcnce  of  the  plan  fuggefted  by  ^t  John  Dal^rym^ 
pie,  'a  general  meeting  of  the  landed  intereft  of  Scotland,  by 
delegates  from  the  counties,  and  of  a  great  number  oC  men 
of  property,  was  held  at  Edinburgh,  in  January  laff,  and 
paffed  feveral  refolutions,  unatiimoufly,  relative  to  the  fubjedl. 
One  of  thefe  Was,  that  an  application  ihall  be  noade  to  par- 
liament for  a  new  law,  for  impofing  a  duty,  by  way  of  annual 
licence,  upbn  each  gallon  of  the  fHll,  according  to  its  con- 
tents, for  the  whole  united  kingdom,  eJccetoting  that  ^art  of 
Scotland  which  is  comprehended  under  the  late  dif^lle^y  a£^« 
'••*  Another 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


DalrympU^s  AdJrtfs  to  the  Landholder i  of  England^       if4^ 

Another  article  was,  that  the  duty  to  be  fo  paid  ihould  be 
thirty  ibillings  upon  each  gallon,  both  of  the  fingling  and  q( 
the  doubling  ftills.  Among  the  benefits  expected  to  refuk 
irom  this  mode  of  taxation,  it  was  particularly  fpecified*  that 
'  agriculture  and  diftillery  will  be  united  to  th^ir  mutual  ad* 
vantage,  whereby  the  walle  lands  will  be  cultivated,  and  the 
population  of  Great  Britain  iacreafed,  in  an  adoniihiBg  de* 
gree.' 

Sir  John  Dalrymple  informs  us,  that  the  refplutions,  paiTed 
by  the  above  mentioned  general  meeting,  were  communicated 
by  its  committee  to  the  reprefentatives  for  Scottland,  in  botb 
houfes  of  parliament.  But  inHead  of  prosecuting  the  affaif 
in  the  manner  Recommended  by  the  committee,  it  feems  tb^ 
a  meeting  of  the  Scots  members  of  the  houfe  of  commons^ 
whofe  names  our  author*  knows  not,  drew  up  a  memoria)  t^ 
Mr.  Pitt,  aflcing  no  more  than  a  temporary  relief  for  Scot* 
land. 

*  if  fays  the  baronet,  this  treaty  (hall  end  either  in  a  tem^ 
porary  relief  got  for  Scotland,  or  in  a  permanent  one,  giving 
the  tax  by  the  dill  to  Scotland  alone^  but  not  to  Britain;  £ng.- 
land  will  lofe  the  benefit  of  that  jnode  of  taxation  ;  and,  ia 
both  cafes,  both  England  and  Scotland  will  fuffer.  It  is  im* 
noffible,  in  the  nature  of  things,  to  colled  taxes  in  the  fame 
kingdom  by  different  modes  of  colled)ioh,  without  the  one  fide 
getting  the  advantage  of  the  other.  Either  the  London  diftillers 
ml!  underfeU  the  Scots,  by  the  advantage  which  a  difcretionarf 
power  in  the  officer,  and  confequently  the  opportunity  of  brib^ 
ing  bim^  gives  to  the  London  diftilli^r ;  or  the  Seots  diftiller 
will  undersell  tl^e  Englifti  one^  by  the  fecurity  which  a  tax  bf 
the  Hill  confers  on  the  Scots' one*  One  fide  will  certainly  cr/ 
murder,  perhaps  both ;  jealoufy  and  quarrel  between  the  two 
liatioHs  will  be  the  confequence* 

•  And,  therefore,  I,  who,  when  appointed  a  member  of  the 
committee  of  the  general  meeting  of  the  landed  intereft  of 
Scotland  to  carry  their  refolution«  into  effei^,  was  intruded 
with  an  important  and  honourable  branch  of  duty— -to  ferve 
not  Scotland  alone,  but  Britain  ;  and,  in  terms  of  the  refolur 
tions  of  the  general  meeting,  to  invite  **  the  landed  intereft  of 
England  to  join  the  landed  intered  of  Scotland'*  in  this  com- 
mon caufe-— think  and  feel  it  my  duty  to  let*the  landed  intereft 
of  Scotland  know  why  1  humbly  am  of  opinion,  that  the 
landed  intered  of  England  diould  oppofe  the  temporary  relief 
for  Scotland,  and  fupport  in  parliament,  the  permament  ar« 
rangement  of  a  tax  by  the  dill  for  Britain.' 

Our  author  places,  in  a  drong  and  clear  light,' the  advan*- 

lages  which  would  refult  to  the  didiller,  th^  landed  intcreftj  ' 

and  the  revenue,  from  a  tax  laid  on  in  the  manner  fpecifiedi 

In  the  fird  place,  the  didiller  would  be  relieved  from  thp  i^if- 
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crctionaiy  power  of  the  eiiicer.  For  at  prcfcnt,,  the  diftilltfr 
is  the  only  dealer  in  fpirita,  either  domeftic  or  foreigny  who 
is  obliged  by  flatute  to  reduce  his  commodity  by  water  to  a  ' 
particuhr  ilandar^»  which  is  tried  by  the  hydrometer  ;  aiid 
the  fmalkfl-  variation  betwixt  the  inftruments  conflradled  iti 
Scotland  and  thofe  conilruded  in  England,  have  occafioned 
large  quantities  of  Scots  fpirits  to  be  feized  in  the  Thames^ 
upon  a  variation  of  fomething  under  two  "per  cent,  and  fpirits, 
to  the  value  of  many  thoufand  pounds,  have  been  detained  « 
for  months,  to  the  na  fmall  lofs  of  the  trader  ;  iiril,  in  being 
difappoinced,  of  Jiis  market ;  fecondly,  in  the  out -lay  pf  a 
very  great  part  of  his  flock  ;  and  thirdly,  in  being  taken  off 
bis  bufinefs,  obliged  to  go  to  London,  ^nd  remaining  there  a 
coniidcrable  time,  foliciting  the  reftitution  of  his  fpirits,  and 
i^hich  is  atlaft  obtained,  only  upon  the  condition  of  fatisfying 
the  perfon  who  had  made  the  feizure.  We  ought  not  to  omit 
mentioning,  that  in  a  tranfaclion  of  this  kind,  the  prefent 
iecretaries  of  the  treafury  (our  author  relates  it  to  their  ho- 
Mour)  were  fo  fcnfible  of  the  hardlhip,  that  they  generoufly 
lefpfed  to  take  their  common  fees  of  office,  when  the  orders 
for  rellitution  pafTed  through  their  hands.  The  fallacy  of  the 
hydrometer,  as  a  regulator  of  taxation,  is  forcibly  evinced  in 
the  fubfequent  paflage. 

*  That  legillators  muft  be  ftill  more  (hort-fighted,  impolitic,  - 
and  unprcvident,  who  attempt  to  afcertain  the  quantum  of  the 
tax  to  be  levied  by  an  inilrument,  the  llandard  of  which  depends 
merely  on  opinion,  is  fufficiently  enough -defined  in  no  ad  of 
fiarliament  lofet  the  tracer  on  his  guard,  and  which  philolophy 
ilfelf  cannot  afcertain  ;  for  the  hydrometer  varies  with  the  ac« 
icuracy  of  the  artift  who  makes  it,  with  the  dexterity  and  long 
pradlice  of  the  officer  (often  a  very  young,  aukward,  and  unex- 
perienced one)  who  ufes  it,  with  the  climate  of  difi^erent  lati- 
tudes, and  with  the  weather  in  the  iame  day  in  the  fame  lati- 
tude. Even  the  degree  of  warmth  of  the  hand  in  holding  the 
veiTel  which  contains  the  fpirit,  will  make  a  difference  in  the 
cffed  of  the  hydrometer.  One  of  the  firll  judges  in.Europe  of 
the  powers  of  nature  and  of  art  in  chemical  operations,  I  mean 
Dr.  Black,  profefTor  of  chemifi ry  in  Edinburgh,  gave  in  evi- 
dcnce  in  the  courr  of  Exchequer  there,  in  a  trial,  the  iflue  of  - 
which  depended  on  the  truth  of  the  hydrometer,  that  if  it  wai 
corroded,  it  would  be  lighter,  and  make  the  fpirits  appear 
weaker;  that,  if  hurt  even  by  a  dimple,  it  would  fink  and  - 
majce  the  fpirits  appear  flronger ^  that  its  accuracy,  unaccom- 
panied with  a  thermometer,  could  not  be  trufted;  and  that  it 
was  pofiible  to  put  ingredients  into  the  liquor  to  liop  its  opera- 
tions altogether.* 

The  fecond  advantage  refultinjg  from  our  author's  plan,  is. 
that  the  quality  of  corn-fpirits  would-be  improved.  .  This 
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eiFed  requires  fome  explanation.  At  prefent,.  a  diftiller  pays 
by  the  walh,  viz*,  'five  pence  on  the  gallon.  In  order  to  leflea 
the  duty,  he  makes  the  wafli  as  faft,  and  confequently  as  (Irong 
as  he  can  ;  by  which  means  he  is  neceflVnly  injured  both  ia 
quantity  and  quality.  If  he  was  left  at  liberty  to  'make  the 
wafti  as  weak  as  he  pleafed,  which  would  be  the  confeqaence 
of  a  tax  by  the  ftill,  he  would  obtain  two  gallons  more  of  fpi- 
rlts  on  a  quarter  of  grain.  The  quality  would  be  amended 
in  a  yet  greater  proportion  ;  for  fpirits  are  fofter  orharfher  to 
the  tafte,  in  proportion  as  the  vVa{h  is  ftrong  or  weak.  In  thcfe 
lofTes  of  the.  individual,  our  author  juftly  obferves,  that  the 
public  lofes  in  the  fame  proportion  by  wafte,  and  the  depre- 
ciation of  a  great  national  commodity. 

'  The  third  advantage  enumerated  is,  that  the  fmuggling  of 
foreign  fpirits  will  be  prevented. 

*  There  is  one,  and  but  one  way,  fays  the  baronet,  to  prevent 
the  fmuggling  of  foreign  fpirits,  which  is  to  make  our  own 
fpirits  cheaper  than  foreign  ones.  At  prefent,  the  diftiller  pays 
five  taxes  :  one  to  the  king  ;  a  fecond  to  his  fervants,  to  bribe 
them  not  to  inform  the  oiiicer ;  a  third  to  the  officer  not  to  in- 
form his  fuperiors  ;  a  fourrh  in  the  lofs  of  time  to  himfelf,  his 
fervants,  and  work^  in  performing  fome  parts  of  his  work,  not 
when  he  pleafes,  but  when  the  officer  pleafes ;  and  a  fifth,  ia 
the  expence,  lofs  of  time,  and  vexation  which  falls  upon  him, 
when  difputes  happen  between  him  and  the  excife,  which  are 
confiderable,  even  when  he  is  fuccefsful,  but  arc  often  attended 
with  his  ruin,  if  judgrntnt  goes  againft  him.  The  extent  of 
fines  and  forfeitures,  with  the  expences  accompanying  them, 
are,  I  am  afraid,  far  more  conliderable  than  the  nation  has  any 
idea  of.  A  great  (hare  of  them  goes  to  the  ofiicer  ;  ia  Scotland 
a  fmall  ihare  to  the  king,  but  of  which  he  gets  nothing;  and 
all  of  them  are  real  taxes  on  fome  body  or  other.  Now,  if  the 
amount  of  the  laft  four  of  thefe  five  taxes  we're  thrown  into  one 
bag,  I  imagine  they  would  far  outweigh  the  fifth  in  another 
bag.  But  coile6l  the  tax  by  the  dill,  and  the  m an u fad u re  will 
pay  only  one  tax  in  Head  of  five.' 

A  fourth  advantage  is,  that  Britain,  inftead  of  importing 
foreign  fpirits  from  abroad,  will  export  hei*  own  to  foreign 
countries  ;  by  which  means  her  Shipping,  as  well' as  her  ma- 
nufactures, will  be  iocreafed.  Our  author  obferves  that  the 
putch  pay  the  Englifh  tax  of  13s.  jd.  and  j6-20ths  upon  Bri- 
tiih  coals -u fed  in  their  diJdiileries,  befides'the  prime  coft  ar 
the  coal  hill,  carriage  to  the  fea,  freight,  commiflion,  infur- 
ance,  and  carriage  from  the  fea  ;  all  which  added  together^ 
bring  them  about  a  thoufand  per  cent,  dearer  than  w.e  pay  for 
them.  They  purchafe  malt  from  England,  in  which,  in  ad- 
dition to  Jts  original  price,  there  are  added  the  various  ex- 
pences jufl  now  mentioned  relative  to  the  article  of  coals; 
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BOtwithftandiQg  which  difad vantages  on  the  two  great  inatr« 
rials  employed  in  the  manufadture  of  fpirits,  the  Dutch  ar^ 
enabled  to  make  this  commodity  of  our  own  grain,  and  t9 
imuggle  it»  with  profit,  on  our  own  coalls.  This  is  a  rood 
convincing  proof  of  impolitic  laws,  and  certainly  calls  aloud 
jfi>r  their  aqiendment.  . 

-  Sir  John  Dalrymple  next  enumerates  the  advantages  which 
will  accrue  to  the  landed  intereli  from  the  propofed  plan.  The 
advantages  of  a  diitillery  on  a  farm  are  fpecified  to  be  the  foU 
lowing ;  it  fattens  many  oxen  and  fwine,  by  which  the  price 
ef  batcher's  meat  is  kept  moderate,  for  the  benefit  of  the  la- 
bourer, aod  the  cheapnefs  of  labour.  It  fupplies  food  for  the 
Ikorfes  and  cows  (and,  as  onr  author  has  experienced,  even  to 
the  fiieep)  of  the  fiu-m,  by  which  it  leffens  the  expenCe  of 
draught  in  the  iix^^  and  of  butter,  milk,  and  cheefe,  in  the 
£scood  cafe.  It  raifes  a  quantity  of  manure  for  the  land.  The 
€rop  which  it  chiefly  requires  is  barley,  and  the  cleaning  the 
land  neceiTary  to  prepare  it  for  barley^  makes  it  produce  for 
the  crop  of  that  year,  and  two  crops  after  it,  more  than  it 
would  have  produced  in  the  common  way  of  culture  in  half  a 
dozen.  To  all  thefe  coniiderations  is  to  be  added,  that  it 
prrfents  a  market  to  the  farmer  which  he  had  not  before. 

The  advantages  which  will  accrue  to  the  revenue  from  this 
plan,  arc  defcribed  by  our  author  as  extremely  impoftant. 
The  expence  of  collcdling  the  revenue  of  the  diflillery  will  be 
Rimini liied  ;  frauds  againfl  the  officer  will  be  rendered  almoft 
impoflible  :  and  the  revenue  will  be  increafed.  According  to 
an  eftimate  made  by  fir  John  Dalrymple,  upon  principles 
which  difcover  great  information,  the  fum,  of  which  govern^ 
inent'has  been  annually  defrauded^  in  this  department  of  the 
revenue,  amounts  ^o  about  two  millions  fix  hundred  thonfand 
pounds.  *  The  fum,  fays  our  author,  may  appear  enormous  : 
but  the  bufinefs  of  the  Britifli  diftillery  is  far  greater  than  mtnif- 
ters  and  treafury- boards  have  hitherto  been  permitted  to  know.* 

Some  objeftions  which  may  be  made  to  our  author's  plan, 
he  afterwards  anfwers  in  fo  clear  and  fatisfaftory  a  manner,  as 
tends  ftrongly  to  enforce  the  opinion  of  its  great  utility  to  the 
public.  We  cannot  conclude  our  account  of  this  Addrefs 
without  obferving,  that  it  abounds  with  important  infbrmation 
refpefting  the  revenue  of  the  diftilleries;  that  the  fa6ls  adduced 
by  fir  John  Dalrymple  merit  the  mod  attentive  enquiry  ;  and 
that  the  whole  is  written  with  fuch  ardour  as  is  fuitable  to  the 
recommendation  of  a  plan  affirmed  to  be  fo  interefHng  and 
advantageous  to  the  nation  :  a  plan  which,  tending  to  (beh 
an  extraordinary  improvement  of  the  revenue,  maft  aiFbrd  a 
powerful  acceffion  to  the  other  means^  thai  ba(ve  Isrtely  been 
adopted  for  this  purpofe* 
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An  EJky  on  the,  Population  of  Ireland.    By  the  Re<Oi  ^.  tto^lett* 
'd*iJot     I  J.     Richardfon. 

I^N  a  former  occaiioni  Mr.  Howlett  favdured  the  piiblifl 
V^  with  his'fentiments  refpedling  the  population  of  Eng- 
land, and  he' has  now  turned  his  atteiltiorl  towards  afcertam-* 
fftg  the  Hate  of  the  fifter  I^iilgdom  iii  this  particular.  He  ob- ' 
ftrves,  ;*  it  is  a  Bngular  circumrtance,  that  Dr.  Price,  who  i^ 
fq  confident  that  the  returns  of  the  Englifh  hearth- ta:ji  (though 
now  difcontinued  about  ninety  years),  when  compared  witli 
the  prt'fent  returns  for  the  window-tax,  though  of  a  kind  to- 
tally diflimiiar,  are  a  fatisfaflory  ground  from  which  to  com* 
pute  the  population  of  England  and  Wales,  (hduld,  at  th^ 
flme  time,  be  equally  confident,'  that  the  returns  for  thelrilh 
hearth-lax,  though  continued  nearly  upon  ,the  fame  footing 
.from  the  Revolution' to  the  prefent  day,  and  therefore  pi*dperly 
ct>mparable  together  for  different  periods  within  the  compais 
gf  this  interval,  do  not,  however,  enable  us  to  judge  either 
of  the  progrefs  or  adual  ftate  of  the  population  of  Ireland.* 
This  afTertion,  Mr.'HoWlett  continues  to  remark,  appears 
ftrangely  incoYififtent ;  and  that,  when  we  come  to  examine 
the  faft,  we  .find  the  truth  to  be  juft  the  reverfe  in  both  in- 
fbinccs.  He  Contends  that  the  Englilh  returns,  as- far  as  the 
doftor  has  Hated  and  confidered  them,  fcarcely  afford  any  in- 
formation on  thefe  fubjects ;  while  thofe  of  the  Irilh,  on  the 
contrary,  are  as  full  and  complete  to  the  purpofe,  as  any  thing 
of  the  kind  can  well  be.  Dr.  Price's  account  of  the  latter  is 
dted  in  the  following  words ; 

.  *  The  irifh  returns  to  the  hearth-tax  afford  rio  documents 
Ifom  which  a  judgment,  tolerably  corred,  can  be  formed  of 
the  progrefs  or  prefent  ftate  of  the  population  of  Ireland.  All 
that  is  known  from  them  with  certainty  is  the  yearly  produce 
of  the  tax  ;  the  average  of  which  being  for  the  laft  five  ye^rS 
to  1 78 1,  j^ 60,648,  makes  the  number  of  hearths,  (at  2S.  per 
hearth,)  to  be  606,480.  It  is  fuppofed  that  a,hoafe  may  be 
allowed  for  every  two  hearths,  and  that  one-third  of  the  houfc$ 
are  excufed  on  account  of  poverty  5  and  on  thefe  fuppofitions 
the  number  of  hpofes  will  exceed  400,000.  and  confequently 
the  inhabitants  will  be  about  2,000,000.*  " 

On  this  paiTage  Mr.  Howlett  obferves,  that,  adfflitling  the 
principal  faft  afferted  to  be  true',  *  that  nothing  can  be  known 
with  certainty  from  thefe  returns  but  the  annual  produce  of 
the  tax,  the  hypothetical  reasoning  grounded  upon  it  is  the 
moil  inapplicable  that  can  be  conceived.  Inilead  of  there 
being,  as  is  fuppofed,  two  hearths  upon  an  average  to  a  houfe^ 
there  are  actually  very  litde  more  than  one  and  three-tenths ; 

Vou  LXi.  'June,  17^6.  Q  g  «n4- 


Digitized  byCaOOQlC 


4SO  Howtitt^T  EJiy  m  tH  Papulation  tf  Ireland. 

and  inflead  of  ofte-4hird  of  the  houfes  being  excnfed  on  zt*^ 
count  of  poverty,  there  is  (catrcely  one  in  twenty-iix.  Mr* 
Howlett  (Aferves,  that  both  thefe  aflertions  mi^ht  be  proved^ 
if  neceflary ;  but  the  leading  faft  being  falfe,  the  hypotheiis 
applied  to  it  is  of  no^onfeqoence.  In  confirmation  that  the 
leading  fa6l  is  fnch,  he  prefents  us  with  the  following  intelli« 
gence,  fent  him.  by  the  right  hon.  Mr.  Beresford,  firft  G«m^ 
miHioner  of  the  Irifti  revenues* 

*  1  obferve,  fays  he,  from  your  letter,  that  0r,  Price  af- 
ferts  that  nothing  is  here  known  with  certainty  but  the  produce 
of  the  tax.  This  aifertion  is  certainly  ill-grounded ;  for  I  take 
it  for  i^rtnted  that  a  man  of  Dn  Price's  liberality  of  fentimeht 
does  not  mean  to  quibble  by  adhering  to  the  literal  fenfe  of 
thcie  words ;  but  muft  intend  to  be  underftood,  that  in  Ire** 
land  we  have  not  any  return  made  of  bouies,  but  |hat  we 
€om{>ute  the  number  of  them  from  the  number  of  the  heartha 
returned,  or  ftom  the  amount  of  the  tax  ;  but  the  fad  is$  that 
the  hearth-money  colleAor  is  ordered  by  his  inHrudions  to  goj 
at  a  certain  time  of  the  year,  and  make  an  adtual  furvey  of 
lus  walk,  inferting  in  a  ledger  for  that  purpofe,  the  number 
of  honies  in  each  pariih,  &c.  and  then,  after  the  walk  is  thus 
^{nrveyed,  he  is  to  go  it  over  again,  and  collect  the  tax ;  andp 
if  in  fuch  fecond  round  he  ihall  difcover  any  new  houfe  -not 
before  difbovered,  he  is  to  enter  it  in  his  ledger.  Beiides  thefe 
precautions,  we  have  a  fuperior  officer  called  a  fupervifor^ 
who  has  generally  about  four  collectors  under  him,  except  in 
cities.  It  is  this  officer's  duty  to  furvey  at  leafb  one  walk  in  a, 
year,  and  to  make  a  return  of  his  furvey,  which  is  intended 
as  a  check.  It  is  clear  then  that  there  is  a  return  of  houfeir. 
made  in  each  walk,  and  that  each  walk  ceruinly  contains  as 
many  houfes  as  are  r&turned  ^  and  it  is  alfo  to  be  obferved, 
that  all  computations  made  from  the  number  of  the  hearths^ 
fi^  the  amount  of  the  tax,  unconnected  with  other  information^ 
xnuft  be  extremely  erroneous ;  becaufe  it  is  by  concealing  the 
former^  and  diminifhing  the  latter,  that  the  hearth-money 
collector  is  enabled  to  commit  frauds.  He  may  make  a  true 
return  of  the  number  of  houfes,  and  yet  retain  a  confiderable 
proportion  of  the  tax  by  a  falfe  return  of  the  number  of 
hearths  -;  whereas  if  he  returned  the  true  number  of  hearths, 
be  could  not  defraud.  He  is  intereiled,  therefore,  in  making, 
a  ^Ife  return  of  helrths,  but  has  no  motive  to  make  a  falfe 
jcturn  of  houfes.* 

From  this  account,  Mr.  Howlett  obferves,  it  is  extremely, 
clear  that  an  adual  ret;urn  of  houfes  is  conilantly  and  regularly 
madcj;  and  though  this  return  be  not  perfedly  corred,  yci». 
^  all  probability^  it  cannot  be  greatly  deficient.  So  that  what 
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l)r«  Price  affirms  to  be  the  only  <€rtaiMy  in  the  icafe,  tbt  hnkuai^ 
frutuit  rf  the  tax,  turns  oUt  to  be  the  greatell  Uncertainty  of 
all ;  ^though  even  this>  by  the  very  judiciOiis  methods  repeat* 
^dly  adopted  by  Mr.^Bereslbrdy  bids  iaix  for  no  incodfiderabtiii 
degree  of  corre^nefs. 

It  appears  from  Mr.  Beresford's  i'emarks*  that  the  pk-elent 
population  of  Irelaiid  muH  amount  to  at  lead  two  millions  and 
a  half;  and  Mr.  Ho^lett  compute^^  with  probability,  that  it 
cannot  be  lefa  than  two  millions  and  three  quarters.  He  ob-* 
ferves,  from  ^omt  efti mates  of  gOod  anthority,  that  the  pro-^ 
duce  of  the  above  mentioned  taxi  and  with  it  the  population 
of  the  kingclom,  have  been  conflantly  increaiing  during  the 
laft  hundred  years*  and  that  both  are  nearly  double  what  the/ 
Were  about  the  time  of  the  Revolution.  If,  during  this  pe^i 
Jriod,  Ireland  has  been  in;rfeafing  fo  faft  id  the  nuoib^r  of  in- 
habitants, how  much  iHufl  they  multiply  In  the  courfe  of 
another  century,  under  the  favourable  circumllances  of  frees 
trade  and  independence  I 

Tbi  HiJhry'aiUl  Jfttifuities  0/  the  County  Palatini  tf  Durham. 
.  By  ^Uf/am  Hutchtnfon,  F.  A.  S.     fJ.  I.     ^0.     U.  is.  iit 
Boards.     Robtnfons. 

'T'HB  Hiftory  of  the  County  Palatine  of  Durham  cOnllitute^ 
'''  a  fubordinate  province  of  the  general  hillory  of  England « 
mth  which^  of  confequence^  it  is  vefy  intimately  conneded^ 
On  this  account^  the  author  of  the  prefertt  work  was  often 
tfnder  the  neceffity  of  elucidating  his  fubjed  by  a  particular 
detail  of  the  public  tranfaAions  of  the  times  1  though  wO 
think  that,  on  many  occafions^  he  has  allowed  himfelf  wiier 
fcope  than  Was  requifiie  for  the  purpofe  of  his  narrative.  This, 
remark  is  more  or  lefs  applicable  to  evefy  provincial  hiflory 
^  which  we  have  hitherto  (<^en  |  and  w^  hslve  formefly  reeom* 
mended  it  to  the  attention  of  thofe  who  engage  in  fuch  un* 
dertakings.  The  Wit  even  of  a  fludioUs  man  may  find  fufHcient 
employment  in  the  general  and  more  important  depanmeht^ 
of  literature,  without  perufing  a  multitude  of  volaminoui 
works^  devoted  almoft  entirely  to  frivolous  narrative,  and 
which  prove  intercfting  only  to  few'readers>  to  whom,  from 
circumftai^ces  of  local  attachmenti  they  are  calculated  to  a^^ 
ford  gratification. 

The  author  of  this  Hiftory  deduces  his  narrative  from  the 
time  6i  the  Romans,  when  the  northern  part  of  England  was 
included  in  the  province  of  the  Brigantes.  He  thence  con^ 
tinues  the  detail  through  the  Saxon  period,  relating  the  origin 
of  the  bifhoprick  of  Lindisfarne, '  which  afterwsurds  gave  rife 
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to  that  of  DunheliDy  fince  called  Durham,  towards  the  clofe 
<)f  the  tenth  century.  The  territorial  pofleffions  annexed  to- 
this  fee  by  the  royal  grant  of  Guthred,  and  confirmed  by- 
Alfred,  were  very  cxtenfive ;  but  our  author  does  not  find, 
from  all  his  enquiry,  that  any  fovereign  jurifdidlion  was  exer- 
cifed  by  its  bifhops  before  the  asra  of  the  Conqueft.  About 
thirty  years  prior  to  this  period,  when  it  was  ufual  for  the  re- 
ligious body  in  chapter  to  nominate  the  bifliop,  we  meet  with 
the  following  account  of  a  whimfical  eledion  to  this  fee,  after 
^  vacancy  of  three  years  from  the  death  of  bilhop  Aldune. 

*  Whilll  the  ccclefiaftics  fat  in  chapter  to  agitate  this  import- 
fint  fubjed,  a  priefl  called  Eadmund,  defcended  of  noble  pro* 
genitors,  but  of  a  facetious  charai^^er,  entered  the  church,  and 
being  informed  of  the" nature  of  their  deliberations,  and  their 
diviifons,  in  a  jefling  manner  exclaims,  **  Why  cannot  you 
make  me  a  bifhop  !'*  The.  affembly,  ftartled  at  the  queftion, 
tind  knowing  him  to  be  a  man  of  Urid  piety  and  religious  vir- 
tue, leceived  this,  interrogation  in  a  more  ferious  fenfe  than  he 
ever  intended  ;  for  they  conceived  his  conjng  there,  and  utter- 
ing thefe  exprellions,  was  by  divine  impulfe.  As  m^my  mo- 
.mentous  concerns  in  that  age  were  influenced  by  fuperltitiOn, 
they  determined,  that  thus  the  will  of  heaven  had  been  pro-  , 
liounced  to  them,  by  an  involuntary  roeHenger,  and  all  agreed 
in  his  eledtion*  Such  was  his  humour,  that  it  is  faiU,  at  firil 
lie  conceived  the  holy  body,  though  met  in  folemn  convention, 
were  returning  tjie  jefl  upon  him  when  he  wi^s  told  they  had 
cledled  him.  Being  affiircd  it  was  truth,  he  repented  much  of 
Jhis  facetioufnefs  and  jelling  ;  would  willingly  have  refufed  the 
nomination}  and  chofen  to  have  enjoyed  his  fecularity  and  be- 
nefice, with  the  pleafures  of  a  life  of  liberty  and  eafe,  pre- 
ferable to  the  folemnities.and  felf-denial  of  the  cowl ;  and  the 
toil,  religious  care,  and  facred  bur'den  of  the  epifcopacy.  Sy- 
jneon,  according  to  the  religious  prejudices  of  thofe  times^ 
would  not  fufFer  the  account  of  this  clccftion  to  pafs  to  poilerity 
without  aggrandizing  the  event,  by  the  relation  of  more  mira- 
culous circumftance5.  Accordingly  he  writes,  that  a  confirma- 
tion of  the  ad  of»  the  chapter  was  heard  diUin^ftly  pronounced  , 
from  the  ihrine  of  St.  Cuthbert :  after  which  they  laid  hands 
oil  £admund,  and  conftrained  him  to  take  the  government  of  * 
the  church.* 

Under  what  grant,  or  articles  of  fervicc,  the  lands  of  St. 
Cuthbert  (the  bifhoprick  of  Durham)  were  held  by  the  occu- 
pants of  this  aira,  is  not  precifely  known ;  but  from  the  me- 
tropolitical  example,  it  is  probable  they  vvere  under  fimilar 
"conditions  and  fervices,  viz.  That  the  tenants  fhall  perform 
all  the  attendance  and  duties  of  thofe  who  ferve  on  horfeback  ; 
that  they  fhall  be  bound  to  all  payments  which  belong  to  the 
privilege  and  cuftomS  <jf  the  church  ;  that  they  likewifefwear 
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tt)  comply  with  the  bifhop's  orders,  with  all  rubroiflion  and 
regard  ;  that  whenever  the  biftipp's  occaiions  require,  ihey  fhall 
offer  their  fervice  in  pcrfon,  furnilh  him  with  horfe^.  and  ride 
themfelves  ;  that  they  keep  the  fteeple  of  the  parifh-church, 
where  the  eftate  lies,  in  repair,  and  affift  in  the  building  of 
cailles  and  bridges ;  that  they  impale  the  bifhop's  parks,  and 
fupply  him  with  hunting  furniture;  that  after  the  expiration 
of  three  lives,  the  lands  (hall  revert  to  the  bilhoprick  ;  at 
which  term  it  (hall  be  in  the  power  of  the  bifhop  for  the  time 
being, ^either  to. enter  upon  the  premifes,  or  make  the  tenant 
a  new  grant.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  learned  fir  Henry 
Spelman,  upon  the  authority  of  the  abbey-books,  that  this 
was  the  ufual  mode  of  granting  church-lands  in  thofe  times; 
and  Mr.  Hmchtnfon  obfervcs,  from  fome  particular  circuin# 
Hances,  that  the  lands  of  St.  Cuthbert  were  certainly  held  by 
miJiiary  fervice.  Wiih  regard  to  the  palatine  power  of  th6 
bifhops  of  Durham,  moft  authors  who  have  ti^eated  the  fub- 
jed  entertain  the  opinion  that  it  was  prefcriptive  ;  but,  ac- 
cording  to  fir  Edward  Coke,  it  commenced  focn  after  the  time 
of  William  the  Conqueror.  The. author  of  the  prefent  work 
very  juftly  obferves,  that  the  fame  caufe  which  occafioned.t\c 
creation  of  the  county-palatine  of  Cheller,  might  introduce 
that  of  Durham.  The  country  was  fo  fituated  as  to  make  a 
proper  barrier  againil  the  incuriions  and  depredations  of  the 
Scots,  on  which  account  it  was  neceH*ary  to  repofe,  ia  the 
vicegerent  there,  fuch  powers  a$  might  enable  him  to  render 
efl'cntial  fervice  to  the  ftate  in  tiflies  of  public  danger.  This, 
certainly,,  appears  the  moft  rational  opinion  ;  and  it  is  far 
more  probable  that  the  origin  of  the  palatine  power  was 
founded  in  political  confiderations,  than  that  it  proceeded  en^ 
tirely  from  a  veneration  for  the  patrimony  of  St.  Cuthbert, 
even  in  thofe  fuperflitious  ages. 

*  The  bifhops,  fays  out  author,  had  great  extent  of  power, 
as  the  feveral records  hereafter  to  be  pointed  oat,  in  fucceffion 
as  they  fall  under  every  epifcopaey,  will  evince.  They  had 
power  to  levy  taxes  for  the  defence  and  fervice  of  the  palatinate, 
and  make  truces  with  enemies ;  to  raife  defeniible  troops, 
within  the  liberty,  from  16  to  60  years  of  age,  and  to  impi;efs 
jQiips  for  war.  They  fat  in  judgment  of  life  and  death,  and 
held  execution  by  life  or  limb.  They  had  power  to  create 
barons,  who,  with  their  vaiFals,  were  bound  to  attend  the 
biOiop's  fummons  in  council :  and  thence  may  be  obferved, 
the  greateft  part  of  the  lands  within  the  liberty  are  held  of  the 
biihop  as  lord  paramount  in  capitc* '  They  coined  money,  granted 
licences  to  embattle  cailier,  build  .churches^  found  chantries 
and  hofpitals,  inilituted  corporations  by  charter,  to  which  the 
^fowa's  afienc  was  not  e£ential  to  maintain  their  legality  ;  and 
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granted  markets,  fairs,  &c.  They  had  all  manner  of  rpjral  jarU^ 
di^ion,  both  civil  «nd  military,  by  land  and  by  water,  fbr  tlie 
^xer^if^  whereof  they  held  proper  courts,  and  appointed  officers 
and  other  ixitnifters  of  every  department^  as  weli  Aich  as  the 
^rown  noininates  without  the  liberty,  as  fuch  as  the  Icing  hat 
been  ufed  to  depute,  according  to  the  e:^igei\cy  of  fpecial  cafes, 
pr  for  the  fpecial  execution  of  ads  of  parliament^  The  biQiop*s 
pSicers  by  patent  are,  the  temppral  chancellor,  to  whom  be* 
lpnge4  the  care  of  th^  levies,  the  cuilody  of  the  armour,  an4 
^ay  of  the  trpops ;  conflable  of  D^ham  caftle,  the  great  cham- 
berlain, tinder-chamberlain,  fecretary,  (Icward,  treafurer,  comptr 
troUer  of  the  houfehold,  mailer  of  the  horfe,  flewards  of  the 
manors  ^nd  kahnot  court,  fheriiF,  prothonotary,  ^erks  of  the 
^han^cery,  crown,  and  ppice  y  keeper  of  the  rolls,  cnirAtor,  re* 
gifters,  and  examiners  in  chancery,  clerk  of  the  county-court, 
Hewards  of  borough-courts,  efcheators,  feodaries«  auditors,  andi 
vnder-aqditors. ;  clerlj^s  of  the  receipts  of  ^he  esccheqner^  fuper- 
vifors  of  lord  (hips,  cadles,  mines  of  ^oal»  lead  and  iron ;  co* 
ronerfy  cpn£ervatoxs  of  pqrrs  ai^d  rivers ;.  officers  of  the  mar- 
9)aifea,  clerks  of  markets,  keepers  of  the  great  feal,  pf  ulnage« 
gf  his  wardrobe  and  harnefs,  and  mailer  armourer.  He  had 
feveral  fprefts,  chaces,  parks,  and  woods,  where  he  Hiad  his 
iforefters,  who  held  courts  in  his  name,  and  determined  matters 
relative  to  foreih  ;  parkers,  rangers,'  pale-keepers.  He  was. 
k)rd  high^admirat  oi  the  fea  and  waters  within  and  adjoining 
the  coi^nty-palatine ;  had  Yice«admttals,  and  conrts  of  admi- 
ralty;  Jndges  to  determine,  according  to  the  maritime  law; 
regiilers,  examiners,  officers  of  beaconage,  ,anchorage,  &c^ 
ar.d  he  awarded!  commiij(ioas  19  /rgolate  waters,  and,  paffages 
thereon*' 

The  Hiftory  pf  th^  Cohnty  Palatine  of  Durhap  contains^ 
as  may  be  fnppofed,  few  events  of  an  interciiing  nature.  Thci 
affixing  of  the  king  in  his  wars,  difputes  with  ihemetropo* 
}itan  of  York,  conteiled  ele£tions,  with  fome  inftances  of  im- 
prifon^ent,  and  ads  of  violence,  are  the  ufual  incidents  wh^h 
occur.  Mr.  H^thinfon  appears  to  have  bellowed  great  pains  in, 
examining  the  authorities  on  the  fubjedt,  and  he  has  delivered 
fpch  an.account  as  his  indoflriousrefeaxches  have  enabled  him 
to  colle^l,  o^  all.the  bifhops,  without  interri^ptipn,  from  the. 
origin  of -the  prelacy  in  that  part  to  the  death  of  the  laft  bifliop, 
Trevor,  concerning  whom  the  author  has  been  mtich  more 
laainute'than  was  neccffary  in  a  hiftorian.  The  work  is  orna*  * 
Rented  with  prints  pf  moft  of  the  bifhops  fi nee  the  ti^e  of 
Wolfdy,  and  with  plates  of  the  Durham  coinage.—^ We  imau  ' 
giriC  that  the  n^xt  yplijime  of  this  work,  as  containing  ihe, 
Amiquities  of  the  Coi^n^y  Palatiaej  will  prove  more  inter- 
#n|-      * '    '  "  *   '   '■ '   "     '"  ■   \  ^       " 
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Sixtiin  Difipurfis  on  fivtml  Ttxts  9/  Scripture.  AidrfJJM  tp- 
Cbrifiian  Affemhlits^  in  Villagts  near  Cambridge.  To  which 
are  added^  Six  Morning  Exercijes.  By  Robert  Robinfon^  %V9% 
6s.  in  Boards^     Dilly. 

AS,  there  is  fomewhat  original  in  the  ftyle  and  manner  of 
•*'  the  following  Difcourfes^  ariiing  chiefly  from  the  clr* 
cumilances  in  which  they  were  delivered^  we  (hall  prefent  our 
readers  with  part  of  Mr.  Robinfon^s  Fi'eface,  giving  fome  ac% 
count  of  what  ought  previoaily  to  be  known,  in  order  to  form 
a  jttft  idea  of  them. 

.  <  The  Protedant  diflenting  congregations  at  Carobridget  fromi^ 
the  fird  forming  of  them,  have  always  confifted^  befide  inha* 
bitants  of  the  town,  of  a  great  number  of  families,  refidentin 
the  adjacent  villages.  In  thefe  laft  families  there  always  have 
been  children  and  fervants,  aged  and  infirm  perfons,  who  could 
attend  the  pirblick  worfhip  in  town  only  occauonally,  fome  once 
a  month  on  the  Lord's  fnpper  day,  othen  once  a  quarter,  and 
the  ver^  aged  only  once  or  tivice  in  the  fommer.  Jt  hach.diere* 
fore  being  the  conflant  practice  of  their  teachers,  iq  oomplianct 
with  their  own  delire,  to  in(|rtt&  them  at  their  own  towns  abont 
once  a  month.  In  fome  there  are  hoofes  fitted  up  on  purpofoi 
and  in  others,  barns  in  fummer  when  they  are  empty,  and  ia 
winter,  dwelling«houfes  anfwer  the  fame  end.  When  either 
have  been  too  fmall  to  Accommodate  the  auditors,  as  they  often 
Juve  been  on  fine  evenings,  fometimes  they,  and  fometimes  the 
teachers,  have  flood  abroad  in  an  orchard  or  a  paddock,  or  zpj 
convenient  place.  The  following  Difcourfes  are  a  few  0/  many 
which  have  been  delivered  in  fuch  places.  They  are  printed^ 
as  nearly  as  can  be  recolle£led,  as  they  were  fpoken* 

<  la  fome  placet,  and  in  fome  feafons,  the  teacher  hath  tarried^. 
all  night,  and  half  an  hour  early  in  the  morning  hath  been 
employed  in  devotion  and  givine  iDftrufiion.  Th/c  ihort  Dif- 
courfes, called  for  diftin£Uon  fake  ExercifeSt  were  delivered  at 
fuch  times.  It  was  ufual,  too,  before  fermon  in  the  evening, 
40  catechize  the  children  by  hearing  them  read  a  ihort  fcriptura 
hiilory,  and  queftioning  them  about  the  fenfe  of  jc« 

*  The  propriety  of  eyftty  adion  depends  on  oifCHMiftanceSt 
and  nobody  can  judge  of  the  fitnefs  or  unfitnefs  of  a  fnbjed^. 
.or  a  part  of  a  fubjed,  or  a  manner  of  treating  .of  it,,  except 
the^  whaknow  all  the  circumftances,  for  the  fame  method  m 
dii^rent  circumltances  would  be  unedifying,  if  not  impertiaenti 
and  rude.  This  publication,  therefore,  is  not  intended  either 
to  blame  or  to  dire^  any  other  teacher ;  biit  merely  to  gratify 
the  long  and  importunate  requefls  of  fome  in  the  coagregationa 
who  heard  the  Difcourfes,  and  beyond  whom  we  have  neither 
•  the  inclination  nor  ambition  to  poblifh  them.' 

This  ingenious  author,  deeply  influenced  by  a  fenfe  of  the 
^}|\)i|iblc  r^nk  ai\d  limited  education  of  hit  raftic  hearers,  hat 
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judidoafly^  condefcended  to  draw  mofl  of  his  topics,  aliofions^ 
gnd  images,  from  fuch  obj^dls  as  they  might  be  fuppofed  beft 
acqqaijited  with.  The  extreme^  familiarity  of  his  ideas  and 
]ang\^age,  accompanied  with  confiderable  earneilnefs,  and  a 
kappy  variety  in  bis  applications  to  the  afiedions  of  his  au- 
diences, feemc  principally  to  conftitute  the  merit,  and  perhaps 
^he  originality,  of  his  harangues.  Though  thefe  charafter- 
iftics  are,  upon  the  whole,  well  fupported,  we  are  too  often 
farprifcd  with  flights  of  eloquence,  and  learned  allufions,  ilt 
fuited  to  the  underftandings  of  the  generality  of  the  perfons 
jLddrefTed,  and  inconfillent  with  what  appears  to  be  th^  author's 
■J)rincipal  dcfign.  Aware  of  this  incongruity,  he  attempts 
fome  plea  for  it  in  a  few  lines  of  his  Preface  ;  but  it  is  fucli 
^  one  as  we  are  the  more  unwilling  to  admit,  fince  Mr!  Robin- 
fon  hiipfelf  has  urged  it  with  /o  little  confidence  as  to  jullifjr 
pur  fupppfing  him  fufpicious  of  its  worth, 
.  The  fubjefts.  of  ^  thefe  Pifcourfes  are, 

♦  I. 'The  Chriftian  Religion  eafy  to  be  underftood. — IL  AN 
inighty  God  the  lovely  Father  of  all  Mankind,'  The  word 
lovely^  thus  unufually  applied,  has  an  appearance  of  afFetf^ation 
which  wc  wonder  Mr,  Robinfon  fhould  have  faHen  into.  He 
does  not  fecm  to  have  meant  any  thin^  by  it  but  kind,  gracious, 
or  beneficent,— •  III,  Wc  ought  to  be  content  with  Providence, 
^-IV.  The  Scripture  is  a  good  Book,  written  by  divine  Jnfpi- 
ration.^— V.  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  principal  Perfon  mentioned  ia 
Scripture.B—VI,  The  Merit  of  Jefus  Chrift  diftinguiihcs  hiA 
from  all  other  Perfons.?— VII.  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  moft  excellent 
of  all  Tcachers.*--Vill.  The  Death  of  Jefus  Chrift  obtained 
the  remiffion  of  Sins.— IX.  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  Governour  of  hh 
Difciples.*— Xf  The  Chriftian  Religion  ihould  not  be  con-* 
^bunded  with  Heathenifm.f— XI#  The  Chriftian  Religion  ihould 
not  be  mixed  wit>h  that  of  the  Jews.*— XII*  Chriftians  (hould 
'  behave  properly  to  fuch  as  give  confufcd  Accounts  of  Religion. 
B-XIII,  The  Spirit  of  God  guides  all  good  Men.-— XIV.  Faith 
and  llolinefs  are  infeparableff— XV*  Incorrigible  Sinners  will 
be  without  Excufe  at  the  laft  Day. — XVi'.  Any  perfon  who 
pnderltahds  Chriftianity  may  teach  it. 

•  Morning  Exercifes.— I.  Induftry.— II.  Caution  .---III.  Fru^ 

Jality.-r^lV.  Covetoufnefi.«-V.  Self-prefervation.«— VI,  The 
ews.* 

\  V\e  thinjs:  feme  tf  our  aut}ior*s  opinions  not  unpxception- 
fible  ;  but  as  thefe  Dlfcourfes  are  to  be  confidered  as  extem- 
poraneous^ it  wi]l  be  candid  to  fuppofe  fome  notions  haftily 
taken  up«  and  not  meant  to  be  iniifted  on  with  the  utmoft 
rigour.  As  a  fpecimen  of  Mr.'  Robinfon*s  manner,  we  givq 
|)i(  fptlowin^  poftage  frpm  the  fecopd  fcrmon* 

^Athif4 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Reitk/ott*s'  Sixteen  Difiourfit*  45/ 

*  A  third  clafs  (of  men)  are  obje^^s  of  pity;  they  are  not 
without  God  ;  they  do  not  fet  themfelves  agaitift  him  ;  but  they 
dread  him  ;  that  is,  their  fear  of  God  is  cxceflivc.  The  caufc 
of  this  dread  is  a  partial  knowledge  of  God.  Recoiled  what  f 
faid  to  you  feme  time  ago  concerning  knowing  only  part  of  a 
fubjeft.  This  is  your  cafe  :  you  Iwve  attended  to  the  judg- 
ments of  God  ;  td  his  threatenihgs  againft  the  wi<:ked,  and  to 
that. punifhment  which  awaits  them  in  another  ftate;  but  you 
hai^e  not  turned  your  attention  to  the  mercy  of  God,  expreffed 
in  his  promifes,  and  in  his  difpenfations  of  goodnefs  to  other 
fmners  in  your  condition.  Suppofe  [  could  take  a  perfon  out 
<5f  this  aflembly,  one  who  had  never  {tt^  ^e  fea,  and  carry 
him  him  in  2^  inftant  to  the  f^a-fide,  and  fet  him  down  there ; 
and  fuppofe  th.e  fe?i  at  that  inftant  to  be  in'  a  ftorm  :  the  great, 
black,  and  difmal  clouds  rolling,  thunders  bellowing,  light* 
nings  flafhing,  the  wind's  roariijg,  the  fea  dafhing  ten  thoufand 
watery  mountains  one  againft  another,  the  beach  covered  with 
fhattcred  timber  and  cordage,  merchandise,  and  corpfes;  this 
man  would  inltantly  conceive  a  dreadful  idea  of  the  fea,  and 
would  ihiidder,  and  fhriek,  and  fiee  for  his  life.  It  would  be 
hard  to  give  this  roan  a  piealant  notion  of  the  fea,  efpecia4Iy  if 
be  had  been  well  informed  that  feveral  of  his  relations  and 
friends  had  perifhed  in  the  tempeil ;  yet  this  man  would  have 
but  half  a  right  notion  of  the  fea;  ior  could  he  be  prevailed 
oji  to  go  down  to  the  beach  a  few  days  after,  the  heavens  would 
fmile,  the  air  be  fercne,  the  water  fmooth,  the  feameo  whift* 
Jing  and  fmging,  here  a  veflel  of  trade  f  Jling  before  the  wind, 
there  a  fleet  of  men  of  war  coming  into  harbour,  yonder  plea- 
fure-boats  balking  in  the  fun,  the  flute  making  melody  of  the 
breeze,  the  company,  even  the  fofter  fcx,  enjoyi«g  themfelves 
without  fear;  this  man  would  form  the  other  half  notion  of  the 
fea  ;  and  the  two  put  together  would  be  the  jull  and  true  idea 
of  it.  Apply  this  to  our  fubjeft.  You  have  feenyour  heavenly 
Father  reprove  Adam,  chide  Mofes,  drown  the  old  world,  burn 
the  cities  of  the  plain,  caufe  the  earth  to  open  and  fwallow  up 
Dathan  and  hir  company,  fend  a  Jofcph  to  prifon,  put  a  Jere- 
miah into  a^dungeon,  and  a  Daniel  into  a  den  of  lions;  you 
have  feen  him  fell  a  Paul  down  to  the  earth ;  not  only  kill  an 
Annanias  and  Zapphira  upon  the  fpot,  but  Urike  a  Zechariah 
dumb,  and  cleave  the  heart  of  even  a  Peter  afunder  with  re- 
(lollection  and  repentance;  but  to  go  back  tathefe  perfons,  and 
fee  a  Paul/*  preaching  the  faith  which  he  once  dellroyed,"  a 
JPeter  **  begotten  again  unto  a  lively  hope  by  the  refurredtion  of 
Jefus  ChriS  from  the  dead  ;"  a  Zechariah  filled  with, the  Holy 
Gholt,  and  finging,  **  BieiTed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifracl, 
through  whofe  tender  mercy  the  day  fpring  from  on  high  hath 
riiited  us,  and  hath  delivered  us  out  of  the  hands  of  Our-  ene- 
mies, that  we  might  ferve  him  without  fear,  in  holinefs,  all 
fhe  days  of  our  life."  I  might  go  farther,  and  aifirm,  that 
^our  cpofidence  in  Qod  ou^ht  to  be  as  much  greater  than  your 
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.  dread,  as  his  mercies  are  greater  than  his  punlihments*  Truer 
five  wtcked  cities  are  burned  ;  but  how .  many  fives  are  wt^ 
lerved  1  one  Zechariah  is  ftrnck  damb  for  nnbe^ief ;  bat  how 
many  unbelievers liave  the  gift  of  fpeech  t  And  yoii^  yourielf/ 
]mw  many  comforts  to  fet  againft  one  twig  of  his  rod  !  Do  not 
add  ingratitude  to  fear  ;  but  liften  to  the?6  words  fweeter  than 
lioney  and  the  honeycomb*  **  Who  is  among  yon  that  feateth 
tha  Lord,  that  obeyeth  the  voice  of  his  fervant,  that  walketh 
in  darkneft^  and  hath  no  light  ?  let  him  truiS  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord»  and  Hay  «pon  his  God**' 


FOREIGN  LITERARY  INTELLIGENCE. 

(CMinuid from f.  yi.) 

WE  ihall  refume  our  fhort  ao&ouat  of  the  labours  of  the  lire* 
rati  on  the  continent,  by  a  more  exteafive  view  than 
we  can  often  afford  in  this  department  of  fome  larger  works.  The 
great  work  of  the  baron  de  Marivets  and  M.  Goufiier,  has  oot 
occurred  to  us  in  our  ufual  circles.  It  is  entitled,  ^  Phyficjue  da 
Monde**  and  the  recent ,  appearance  of  the  firft  part  of  the 
fifth  volume  now  brings  it  to  our  notice.  The  work  is  of  the 
liigbeft  imporunce ;  and*  though  the  execution  is  far  from  un* 
exceptionable,  it  contains  an  ample  and  Jaijthful  hiftory  of  na* 
aerai  philofophy.  The  firH  volume  relates  to  the  ftru£ture  and' 
formation  of  the  earthy  and  contains  an  abftra^t  of  the  different 
d^Bories  of  cofmography  :  the  fecond  is  dedicated  to  agronomy  ; 
the  third  to  the  theory  of  light ;  and  the  fourth  contains  the 
do^iAe  of  colours.  The  treatife  on  fire  is  to  fill  two  parts  of 
the  fifth  volume,  of  which  the  firft  has  only  reached  us.  The 
authors  have  followed  their  Ufual  method.  As  their  obje^  was 
to  give  a  compete  fyftem  of  natural  philoibphy,  they  have  be- 
gan with  explaining  the  opinioes  of  their  moil  able  predecefibrs^ 
on  thefubj^s  on  which  they  treat.  This  fe^ion  contains  aO 
that  has  been  faid  about  firt^  from  Ocellus  down  to  the  abbe 
NoUet:  in  the  next,  we  are^^o  expeA  the  o|)inions  of  living 
authors.  As  we  probably  fiiall  not  be  able  to  refume  this  work 
in  a  more  extended  article^  we  muft  bricHy  explain  their  views 
and  their  opinions. 

They  diftinguilh  the  matter  of  £re  from  the  infiammable 
principle.  *  Fire,  they  fay,  is  only  the  matter  of  light  or  ether.' 
This  ether  is  (uppofed  to  *  penetrate  all  bodies,  and  (o  be  per- 
fectly elailic.  When  its  vibrations  are  excited  with  a  certala 
force  it  vS^ill  re>aA  on  every  part  of  a  body,  will  agitate  and 
irarefy  it:  rarefa^ipn  then  is  the  mod  certain  fign  of  |he  pre- 
fence  of  fire.'  This  is  one  of  the  old  fef  of  dements ;  and 
we  muft,  according  to  thefe  authors,  add  a  fifth,  viz.  the  in- 
^ammable  principle,  orthe  principle  of  Hame.  *  Flame  does 
l^ol  always  attend  pere  firC)  which  appears  to  exi ft  from  heat 
/ '  \  '    '   V  alpnc^ 
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4lon6«  A  great  fire  or  great  hea(  may  exifi  withoat  flame,  mad 
the  latter  is  often  very  inconfiderable  in  proportion  to  the  for* 
mer  t  flame,  therefore,  is  not  the  matter  of  ftre*  The  mattev 
of  lire,  pro])erly  fpeaking,  can  never  be  carried  fo  far  as  the 
|late  of  inflammation,  without  the  concarrence  of  the  princi* 
jUe  of  inflammab'ility,' 

A  modern  chemift  will  find  much  to  object  to  this  reafoning  a 
$nd  we  may  obferve,  in  general,  that  thefe  magnificent  volumea 
are  too  full  of  Aich  general  indecifive  reafooings,  of  dtfcof* 
Sons  a^Mt  a  fubje^t,  inl^eadof  rational  enqairies  on  it*  Dtm 
priefiley,  we  believe,  firft  fhowed  that  inflammable  air  per* 
/ormed  every  thing  attributed  to  the  principle  of  inflamma* 
jbility  ;  yet  this  kind  of  air  is  certainly  a  compound t  pure  ui 
is  undoubted WneceiTary  to  give  this  fleeting  principle  a  '  local 
habitation,'  if  not  a  name*  The  French  chemifts  have  followed 
kirn,  and  the  beft  of  them  allow,  (changing  the  marks  only, 
we  hope  not  to  conceal  the  ftolen  property,)  that  the  m^ter  <^ 
fire  is  only  the  matter  of  heat  or  light,  combined  with  dephlo* 
giiHcated  air.  This,  opinion  is  not,  however,  very  general* 
We  muft  add,  that  the  baron  and  his  cpadjutor  have  prefixed  to 
this  volume,  anfwers  to  all  the  objections  which  their  opponents 
^ve  made  to  different  parts  of  their  work. 

It  is  fomewhat  late  to  mention  M.  Sage's  Newtonian  Lucre** 
tins.  His  Memoir  was  publifhed  in  the  Beriin  Memoirtt  ia 
1 784 ;  but  now  ^tK  appears  in  a  feparate  form*  A  difciple  of 
Epicurus  is  fuppofed  to  have  heard  an  account  of  the  Newio* 
jiian  difcoveries,  and  immediately  proceeds  to  explain  them^ 
on  the  principles  of  his  mafter,  by  the  mechanical  motios  of 
atoms  of  a  peculiar  kind.  Suppofe  the  atoms,  empty  aq;e% 
or  cubes,  of  which  we  only  preferve  the  twelve  fupporteriy  vizi 
the  lines  which  appear  when  a  cube  is  drawn  on  a  plane*  Th# 
wires  of  thofe  caged  are  fo  fmall  in  proportion  to  the  mutual 
diftances  between  thofe  which  are  parallel  to  each  other,  that 
the  earth  is  fuppofed  not  to  intercept  a  ten  millionth,  part  oC^ 
thofe  cubes  which  are  oppofed  to  it.  The  diameters  are  fen^ 
fibly  equal  to  each  other,  and  their  progrefiive  motions  in  right, 
lines.  Thefe  corpufcules  too  are  fuppofed  fo  thinly  fcatteied^ 
tKat  one  fcarcely  meets  another  for  many  thoufands  of  years  ^ 
fo  that,  though  they  move  in  every  poflible  diredioo,  the  uniit 
formity  of  th,eir  motion  is  feldom  difturbed,  and  their  velocity 
is  very  confiderable. 

M.  Sage,  or  the  Lucretian  diielple,  is  not  a  little  unreafonii| 
abk  in  his  demands ;  but,  with  the  affiHance  of  thefe  peculiat 
bodies,  he  explains  the  Newtonian  fyfl:em.  Suppofe,  fays  he^ 
a  concourfe  of  atoms,  moved  in  all  diredions,  arrive  at  the 
jfurface  of  the  earth  :  they  will  puih  forward  to  its  centre,  and 
carry  with  it,  like  hail,  every  thing  they  meet ;  and,  as  they 
ad  uniformly,  ^hey  will  follow  the  laws  of  gravity  affigned  by 
GalilsBO.  Their  courfe  is  not  checked  by  the  oppofite  current, 
'  ^ecaufe  the  force  of  the  latter  is  lefii^aed  by  its  having  paflTed 
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throagh  the  earth.    Yet  the  fajl  of  bodies  will  be  in  pfoportloa  , 
to  their  mafsy  becaufe,  in  the  more  denfe  mafles,  more  of  the 
.  cages  will  be  oppofed  to  the  folid  particles. 

This  is  a  curious  theory,  and  difcovers,  in  the  various  appli- 
cations made  of  it,  a  vafl  fund  of  imagination.  We  jmay^ 
however,  fafely  leave  the  confutation  of  it  to  the  judgement 
of  our  readers.  We  think  it  can  do  no  great  harm,  though  we 
have  much  reafon  ta  fufpedl  that  it  was  defigned  to  aiEil  the. 
caufe  of  materialifm. 

While  this  Epicurean  was  -explaining  the  Newtonian  fyflem 
from  his  atoms,  monf.  de  la  Place  was  employed  in  extending 
it  by  the  help  of  his  mathematical  knowledge.  We  were  lately^ 
indebted  to  him  for  the  theory  of  the  motion,  and  the  ellipti- 
cal ngure  of  the  planets,  deduced  from  the  Newtonian  laws  of 
motion,  demon (Irated  with  much  neatnefs,  and  a  rigorous 
preciiion.  He  has  fince  pnbliAed  the  Theory  of  Auradtioji  of 
Spheroids,  and  a  farther  Enquiry  into  the  Figure  of  the  Pla« 
Rcts.  This  fubjedl,  with  refped  to  our  earch„  will  probably 
lead  to  fomc  important  confequences,  which  we. may  in  a  fu- 
ture Number  be  better  able  to  explain  :  we  can  only  now  bini 
at  them. 

The  figure  of  the  planets^  at  lead  the  figure  of  the  earth,  as  . 
it  in  fome  mcafure  modifies  the  efFe<^s  of  the  fun,  may  have  an 
influence  on  its  inhabitants,  and  probably  explain  the  origin  of 
Various  bodies  difcovered  in  a  folTil  ilate.  Our  riches,  in  this 
way,  are  confiderably  increafed.  The  abbe  Fortis,  at  Verona^ 
in  a  iUatum  of  white  calcarious  fchiftus,  has  difcovered  the  ike- 
letons  of  many  fi(hes  and  plants,  unknown  in  our  climates. 
The  £ngliih  reader  may  £nd  the  moll  accurate  account  of  fome 
of  the  principal  petrified  animals  difcovered  in  England,  with. 
the  addition  of  their  prefent  habitations,  in  Whitehurft's  En- 
quiry into  the  original  State  and  Formation  of  the  Earth,  He 
will  be  furprifcd  at,  the  very  great  changes  thAt  mud  have  oc- 
curred ;  at  the  very  violent  eiFeds  of  fome  commotions  in  this 
planet,  or  the  extenfive,  though  gentler  influence  of  the  con- 
tinued action  of  other  caufes.  1  he  abbe  was  unfuccefsful  in 
bis  fearches  through  the  coJle£lions  of  former  naturallfts.  He 
could  find,  in  their  defcripiions  and  their  plates,  but  few  of 
the  more  uncomn^on  filhes.whofe  forms  were  very  perfeft :  in 
fo  pesfed  a  ftate  were  they  found,  that  one  filh  was  over- 
whelmed  with  this  calcarious  matter,  at  the.  moment  when 
he  was  fwallowing  another.  At  laft,  in  M.  Brouffone^'s firft 
Decad,  he  found  mat  three  fpecies,  ^xadly  rcfembling,  in  their 
forms,  his  petrified  fiih,  were  aftually  caught  ii;^  the  bouth  Sea, 
on  the  coaiis  of  Otaheite  and  Ulitea..  M.  BrpufTonet's  Decads 
are  greatly  enriched  by  the  communications  of  fir  Jofeph 
Banks. 

In  Germany,  M.  de  Crufe,  who  has  already  difcovered  fofiil. 
bones  of  the  inhabitants  of  warmer  climates,  has  added  to  his 
former  dcfcriptions*    We  perceive  that  thf  h^ad  pf  a  rhinoceros 
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fcas  been  dug  up  near  Worms ;  part  of  the  head  and  jaw  of 
another  near  Rudalfladt ;  and  Tome  diiUnd:,  though  perfe^. 
bones  of  the  fame  animal  in  other  parts  of  the  empire. 

From  petrefadlions,  the  tran^tion  is  eafy  to  the.  natural  hif- 
tory  of  living  bodies.  We  are  promifed  ,a  great  work  from^ 
Spa1a[nzani,  relating  to  zoophytes,  the  refult  of  a  careful  exa* 
mination  of  thofc  animals  in  the  IVfediterrancan.  He  has  pub- 
Hflied  an  account  of  what  we  may  expedl  from  his  diligent  en«; 
quiries,  in  a  letter  to  M*  Bonnet ;  and  we  hope  to  be  able  to* 
gratify,  in  fome  degree,  the  curiofity  of  our  readers,  by  a  fbort 
account  of  ic;  but  it  is  too  long  for  this  place :  we  have  had 
occaflon  already  to  hint,  that  he  is  not  very  complaifanc  to  our 
countryman  Ellis.  , 

-  Mr.  Muller  .has  lately  poblilhed  an  accurate  defcription  of 
the  teftaceous  animals  in  the  feas  adjacent  to  Denmark  and: 
Norway,  and  illuftrated  them  with  plates.  The  work  has  not: 
yet  reached  us :  we  have  heard  the  plates  praifed  for  their  ex- 
aJtnefs,  but  know  little  of  their  elegance.  As  we  fhall  find  no 
fitter  place,  we  may  alfo  mention  Boehmer's  Bibliotheca  Syfie- 
matica  of  Works  relating  to  Natural  Hiilory  and  CEconomics, 
which  the  author'^  diligence  and  knowlegc  have  rendered  va- 
luable.. 

Natural  hiftory  is  alfo  much  indebted  to  Dr.  Girtanner,  for 
}\\s  obfervations,  made  during  a  whole  year,  on  the  mountains 
of  Switzerland.  He  found  there  the  tourmalin  in  a$:  great  per- 
fedlion  as  in  the  Tyrol.  The  opaque  tourmalins  were  notelcc-* 
trical  ;  but  agreed  fo  nearly  with  tbe  fchorls,  that  this  obferver 
thinks  they  differ  only  from  the  fchorls  by  their  tranfparency, 
on  which  their  eledrical  qualities  depend.  A  difcovery,  he 
fuppofes,  due  to  M.  Rome  de  1'  lile.  We  may  juft  add,  that 
M,  Haiiy  has  iieppcd  to  this  author's  affiflance  in  the  fcience  of 
cryftallcgraphy,  in  a  memoir  lately  read  to  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  at  r'aris,  of  which  we  fhall. give  fome  account  when 
publilhed,  and  prepare  the  way  for  it,  by  a  review  of  Rome 
Jde  r  Jfle'a  defence  of  his  fyttsmt  from  the  attacks  of  Mr.  Kir- 
wan  and  the  chemical  naturaliih. — But  to  return,  M.  Gir* 
tanner  has  dii'covered  alfo  a  fpecies  of  draba,  unknown  to 
Haller,  as  the  product  of  the  Swifs  mountains;  the  draba  Py« 
rxniaca  of  Linnxus.  His  other  remarks  relate  to  the  marmottjS 
(mus  alpinus)  and  the  bouquetin  of  Buffon,  the  ileinbock  of 
Sparrman*  i'hefe  accounts  may  be  the  fubjedt  of  future  xe* 
•marks.  The  latter  mult  be  examined  foon,  for  the  fpecies  if 
almoft  extinct  in  that  country,  ft^r.  Bourrit  has  very  lately 
pnbii/hed  a  new  Defcription  of  the  Glaciers  of  Savoy  ;  he 
gives  a  moil  magnificent  view  of  thefe  tremendous  mountains^ 
and  defcribes  thofe  paffes  by  which  they  may  be,  afcended  with 
the  greated  eafe.  If  this  work  does  not  foon  appear  in  an 
£ngliih  drefs,  we  (hall  give  a  fauher  account  of  it* 
.  In  the.Mineraiogical  part  of  Natural  Hiilory  we  muft  not  over* 
look  hU  de  Bournon't  £liay  on  the  LlUiology  of  St.  Stcphep^ 
:     *  »  in 
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xa  Fores*  and  on  the  Origin  ofStone  Coal ;  with  Obferratios^ 
te  Pliots»  Jafpers,  Rock-flints«  and  Granites.  The  work  is  o£ 
tttA  importance,  fince  it  leads  os  fron>  the  appearance  of  bodies^ 
and  even  their  chemical  nature^  up  to  their  foorce.  Though 
aany  ftrata  of  coal,  he  thia£s,  may  be  attributed  to  petrified 
%KMMi,  yet  every  appearance^  in  the  neighbourhood. of  St.  Ste** 
pbcn,  contradiAs  this  opinion  of  their  origin.  In  fad,  the 
more  we  examine^  the  lefs  fatisfied  we  (hall  be  with  the  theory^ 
df  coal  being  derived  from  ve^tables.  Mr.  Rarmentier  for^ 
aierly  attributed  many  of  the  bitumen^  to  the  czavis  of  ani* 
flials,  and  M.  de  Bournon  thinks  the  origin  of  coal  may  be  at«^ 
tribotcd  to  an  imnenfe  quantity  of  molufcae  and  zoophytestf* 
This  opinion  certainly  derives  fome  fupport  from  the'  circum^^ 
ftaneea  in  which  coals  are  found  :  it  mnft  only  be  recolleded^ 
dUtt,  in  many  ftrata,  the  bitominotis  atgil  or  fchiftus  is  imprcg<« 
sated,  in  confequence  of  a  fecondary  Operation^  viz.  a  fublt* 
nation  of  inflammable  matter  from  fubterraneouB  heat.  In  thit 
way  we  find  old  exhaufted  kvas  impregnated  with  bitumen* 
andy  as  baron  Born  informs  us,  actually  become  coal.  .  M.  de 
Sonmon  fuppofes  that  the  acid  of  khefe  animals,  combining 
with  their  oily  matter,  forms  a  bitumen,  which  penetrates  the 
ftrau  adapted  to  receive  it,  and  changes  them  into  coaL  Sue* 
cefive  itrata  are  changed  in  the  fame  manner ;  fo  that  we  only 
indooal  in  fchidi  and  grits»  never  in  granits,  whofe  texture  is 
too  dofe  to  receive  the  decompofed  matter*  In  the  region 
which  was  the  fubje^i  of  the  author's  examination,  he  fliows, 
fhat  the  bafts  comes  from  the  ruins  of  the  neighbouring 
aK>iiataina,  which  are  alI<ompofed  of  quartz  and  mica.  He 
thinks  that,  in  thia  operation,  the  animal  acid  is  changed  to 
Ae  vitriolic  $  but  this  opinion  is  not  fufficientlj^  fuppocted.  Wo 
ate  more  inclined  to  adopt  parr  of  his  theory,  ana  admits  that 
^e  oily  matter  may  be  of  animal  origin  ;  and  thar^  in  the 
iolil  ftrata,  it  finds  the  vitriolic  acid  necefiary  for.  its  change 
into  bitumen. 

Tne  petro  filex,  filex  and  jafper,  are  eafily  diiHnguiihed  by . 
tfieir  appearance  from  pure  quartz^  they  cryuallize  in  no  regu« 
lar  figures,  and  contain  tomt  foreign  niatter,  which  prevenu 
that  regular  form.^  The  author  thinks  that  this  is  alfo  an  oiK 
The  filex  is  prbbably  owing  to  a  quartz,  with  the  oil  produced 
by  the  decompofition  of  marine  animals ;  for  it  is  foand  id 
calcarimis  firata  of  animal  origin.  The  petro  filex  ia  changed 
by  a  vegetabU  oil ;  for  it  is  found  in  (chifti,  which  difcover  tha 
tcmaint  of  vegetables.  The  jafper  is  owing  to  the. quarts, 
coaibined  with  the  mother*water,  left  after  the  cryftalhaatioo 
of  granite,  conmining  an  ciU  with  fome  remains  of  quarta* 
which,  depofired  and  combined  with  clay  and  iron,  produce 
iafpers.  Agate,  fardony,  and  chalcedony,  which  are  ftoqes  of 
this  kind,  do  not  cryftalliae  in  an  ^nguJar^forfti,  on  account  of 
the  oily  matter :  if  they  loia  it^  the  cryftais  ^ra  what  ar^  called 
tack^crvllali.  .  .^       .  ^    .     i 
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Thh  tyfiem^  which  is  received  with  refped  on  the  contincnty 
we  have  (hortly  mentioned^  as  it  is  new  and  carious.  There 
nay  perhaps  be  too  much  imagination,  and  too  Itttie  obferva* 
tion  or  experiment,  co  induce  us  to  adopt  it;  yet  we  have 
lately  feen  acids  and  oils  afiuoie  forms  which  we  fhould  nor 
hs^ve  expe£ted4  let  vis  then  wait  in  iilence^  ahd  examine  thi>^ 
theory  with  care. 

The  foreign  chemifts  have  not  been  idle :  we  defer  the  ac<» 
count  of  thei/  labours  merely  becaufe  they  would  lead  us  too> 
far ;  but  they  {ball  be  carefully  attended  to  in  our  fntiire  Nunn 
bers*  There  is  nothing  that  we  have  Co  anxioaiiy  aimed  at,  at 
to  convey  information  in  this  branch  ;  for  there  is  nothing  fo 
aecelTary,  as  the  nu^nerous  imperfed  Englilh  works  in  the 
chemical  department  have  long  fince  ihown. 

We  ihould  now  dole  the  prefent  iketch;  but  we  think  it 
right  to  give  the  earlieft  information  in  our  power  on  a  fubje6l 
that  may  be  of  imporunce.  M*  Munch  has  publiihed  a  diiFer*! 
tation,  at  Gottingen,  in  German,  entiried^  A  Pradical  Tret«> 
tife  on  the  Belladona,  and  its  utility  in  preventing  and  curing- 
Hydrophobia;  wirh  two  plates  of  the  plant.  It  was  the  fubjcd 
of  the  author's  thefis,  which  as  ufual,  fcarcely  reached  beyond 
the  walls  of  the  univerfity,  but  is  now  much  enlarged*  Th» 
author  compares  this  plant  with  the  henbane  and  night-fliade, 
recommended  by  Scopoli ;  gives  its  botanical  defcription,  its* 
effects  as  a  poiibn  and  a  remedy,  its  dole  in  hydrophobia^  and 
US  antidote  when  ufed  in  too  great  quantities. 

Th«  phyiiciaDS  at  Naples  have  lately  recommended  the  com* 
aon  lizard,  raw,  to  cure  cancers,  lues  venerea,  and  fcurvy..  Du 
Baldini's  *  Obfervaxione  ful'  Ufo  Medico  de  RanUrri,'  reallye. 
contains  fome  ingenious  remarks,  and  new  observations*  ^Thif 
fafliton  of  eating  lizards  was  brought  from  Spaniih  America. ' 
Jt  was  difcovered  at  Guatimala,  that  the  H^artija,  or  female 
lizard,  was  a  fpecific  for  cancers  and  other  diforders  : .  this  dif- 
'  covery  was  announced  in  178s,  by  Dr.  Jofeph  Flores, at  Madrid* 
The  manner  in  which  the  medicine  was  to  be  taken  was  fo  dif- 
,  gulling,  that  we  expended  to  hear  no  more  of  the.  remedy*  The 
head  and  tail  of  the  animal  was  to  be  cut  off,  the  entrails  takea, 
otit,  and  the  animal  to  be  eat  immediately,  raw  and  warm.  Its; 
effedls  were,  however,  driking :  after  one  had  been  eat  every 
day  for  five  days,  a  warmth  on  the  ikin  came  on ;.  a  con* 
fiderable  perfpiration  and  falivation  enfued ;   the  faliva  was 
thick  and  yeilow  ;  the  lore  grew  more  clean »  and  loft  its  offen* 
five  fmelj.     Dr.  Floies  recommended  the  lizards  for  fyphilis,^ 
hydrophobia,  and  cutaneous  eruption^^ ;  Baldini  feems  to  ba^ve 
followed  his  itep^  ;  and,  to  &11  his  work  with  wonders^  tells  us. 
that  he  K&n  cure  biliousand intermittent  fevers  with  vervain- 

Though  we  have  extended  our  article  beyond  ita  boundst  y^: 
we  Ihair  purfu«  the  hiftory  of  the  lizard.  The  experiment  re*' 
p.^atedwith  cne  spaniih  lizard  fucceeded  ;  this  animal  refem-; 
Llni  tiie.  g»rd(;a  iizara  of  .France^  and»  from  the  plate»  feemei 

fimilar 


Digitized  by  C3OOQ IC 


if/S^  Monthly   Cataio^ui. 

fimilar  to  the  Englilh  fpccies.  The  gentlemen,  commiSiomd 
by  the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine  at  Paris,  to  examine  the  fub- 
je£t,  recommend  the  animals  of  their  own  country ;  but  we 
muft  wait  for  the  refult  of  their  trials.  We  may  here  add  alfo, 
that  the  phiteuma,  an  Alpine  plant,  refembliog  the  lobelia  fiphi- 
litica  of  Canada,  has  been  fuccefsfully  employed  in  venereal 
difeafes.  We  have  mentioned  thefc  fa^s  as  they  appeared  of 
great  confequence  :  we. own  ourfelves  a  little  incredulous  con- 
cerning the  efFecls  of  remedies;  but  let  no  one'fmile  at  the- 
lizards,  for  from  South  America  we  received  the  bark. 

As  we  n^ay  not  foon  be  able  to  refume  the  medical  worlcs,.  we 
jnufl  noVv  mention  a  French  Medical  Journal,  of  increafing 
credit*.  It  is  contained  in  an  annual  volume,  and  the  fecond . 
has  lately  appeared.  It  is  entitled,  •  Nouvclles  Inflrudives' 
&c.  de  Medecinc,  Chirurgie^  &  Pharmacie.'  M.  le  Sue,  the 
ion  of  the  anatoniill  who  tranflated  and  illullrated  Monro's 
Treatife  on  the  Bones,  with  fplendid  plates,  has  tranflated  the 
traft  on  *  Comparative  Anatomy'  alfo.  In  Italy,  we  find  that 
ufeful  colle(5lion  entitled  *  Racoltadi  Opufculi  Medico-praiici;' 
18  continued.  The  niqjth  volume  w:is  lately  publifiied,  in  oc- 
tavo, at  Florence  ;  and  we  ihall  conclude  this  article  with  tran« 
iicribing  it-s  table  of  contents^ 

A  Memoir  on  the  Small- pox,  which  was  epidemic  at  Mantua, 
in  1784.     By  Dr.  Felix  AAi. 

A  Difcourfc  on  Putrid  Fevers,  with  TwoDiflcrtations  on  the 
Epidemics  which  occurred  at  Genes,  in  the  Years  17419  1742, 
and  1743.     By  M.  J.  Pratolongo. 

An  Examination  of  fome  Opinions  on  the  Nature  of  putrid 
Fevers,  tranflated  from  the  Englilh  of  Dr.  Millman. 

A  Difcourfe  on  the  contagious  Nature  of  the  Phthifis. 


.    MONTHLY    CATALOGUE. 

POETRY. 

Tlje  Scottijh  Filiate :  or^  Pitcairne  Green.     A  Poem.     By  Mrs* 
Cinvley,    4/^*     is.    Robin  fqns. 

MRS.  Cowley,,  the  authored  of  this  poem,  is  well  known 
to  the  public  for  a'  variety  of  produ^ions,  which  have 
been  received  with  general  approbation,  {laving  repeatedly 
difplayed  her  powers  in  the  feveral  walks  of  dramatic  com pofi- 
tion,  her  enterpriiing  genius  now  foars  into  the  regions  of  de* 
icriptive  .poetry.  This  piece,  we  are  informed,  owes  its  origin 
entirely  to  the  accidental  pcrufal,  in  the  news-papers,  of  the 
ceremonies  lately  ufed  at  Pitcairne  Green,  in  Scotland,  on 
marking  the  boundaries  of  an  exteniive  village  to  be  erected  on 
that  fpot,  for  the  pu^pofe  of  introducing  the  Lancashire  manu« 
fadures  inco^  the  northern  pvt  of « the  kingdom.    This  tranf* 
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ttiflidn  appears  to  have  in  a  |>eculiar  manner  afTefled  the  deiicatii 
fenfibtlity  of  the  poetefs  ;  and,  deditute  as  it  is  of  all  fantadic 
drcuinilances,  (tkt-  has  neverthelefs  addrned  it  with  fuch  luxu- 
riance of  poetical  imagery  and  fentiment  as  affords  the  moft 
convincing  proof  of  the  vigour,  the  richnefs,  the  beaut/j  and 
fplondor  of  her  imagination*  After  a  poetical  exordium,  ex- 
oreffive  of  regret  at  the  termination  of  paftoral  tranquillity,  (He 
introduces  a  hoary  feer,  who  emphatically  ddfcribc  it  he  moral 
evils  which  enfue  from  enlarged  population,  but  enlivens 
his  prdfpea  with  the  future  glories  that  generally  rcfult  from 
the  increafe  of  affloence  and  learnings  In  the  expe<^ation  that 
our  readers  will  be  inclihed  to  perufe  the  wholb  poem,  we  fiiall 
prefent  them  only  with  a  few  lines  as  a  fpecimen* 

•  But  happier  lllll !  Learning  fhall  raife  the  pile 
DefignM  the  fret  of  ages  to  withftand  ; 
Within,  the  claflic  fcholar  form  his  flyle, 
And  pour  inllrudion  thro'  the  lift'ning  land. 
Ah  !  from  its  walls  fome  future  fage  may  biirfl 
To  charm  or  awe  the  centuries  to  come  ; 
A  Thorn pfon  in  its  cells  be  haply  nurs'd, 
A  Blair  (bed  fplendor  o*er  the  chofen  dome. 
The  lawgiver  from  thence  (hall  dravv  the  feeda 
Of  growing  honour,  dignity,  and  fame^ 
Here  (hall  enfure  the  future  fplendid  meeds, 
That  cr6wn  his  labours,  and  extend  his  name. 
A  Mansfield,  Erlkine,  Loughborough,  fhall  rife^ 
The  boaft  of  genius  in  untafted  times, 
Spreading  our  glory  round  the  diftant  flcies. 
And  mark  us  envied  by  more  happy  climes.* 

Tlie  plan  of  this  poem  is  not  only  conceived  with  juflneft  of 
tafle,  and  executed  with  energy  of  fentiment ;  but,  exclufivd 
of  one  Or  two  blomiihesi  proceeding  from  inadvertency,  and 
&ot  worth  mentioning,  there  is  in  the  verfification  a  degree  of 
pathos  and  folemnity,  happily  adapted  to  the  general  deiign  of 
the  compofitioii*  When  Mrs,  Cowley  has  proved  fo  fuccefsful 
in  the  defcription  of  fcenes  which  (he  has  never. feen,  what  may 
we  not  expeit,  fhould  fhe  afterwards  turn  her  thoughts  tc wards 
tfeiebrating  the  univerfally  ackhovyledged  beauties  of  her  beloved 
Devon  ?  ' 

Sublimi  feriam  fidera  verticei 

^n  Aritrctpathn  of  the  Refvieiv  vf  the  Horfe  Guards  and  Har/e 
Grenadien*     JBy  Timotfjy  TvJaddle^  EJij.  Poet  Laureat  h  thi    ' 
Troofs*    4f(7;     li,     Stockdale. 

The  author's  title-page  is  fomewhat  exceptionable  i  the  ^h* 
ttcipatlon  is  of  the  cifcumftances  which  pl-eeede  the  review  | 
for  of  the  review  itfelf  there  js  ^ery  little  faid*  The  pc^tfy.  it 
tot  always  animated,  and  it  is  occaiionally  inharmonious  ;  but 
the  defcriptidns  are  humorous,  and  the  fatire  pointed*  Sinc^  th« 
'   Vol.  LXL  June^  1786*  /  Hii  dayi 
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days  of  dif  ittijainbU  and  naiiiiUated  mjot  5ttiigB0»>  anflvrs* 
of  this  kind  have,  however^  loft  much  of  their  fliarpnefs. 

*  Thefe,  from  Tyburn's  grim  prcciods,  and  Faddingcon's^ 

plains. 
And  frodi  Marybone  march,  where  tke  nymphs  with  their  fwaiasv 
Trip  to  fiddles  no  more — ^mork  their  fwords  keen  and  bright^ 
At  hpme  no  lefs  friendly  than  fatal  in  fight : 
For  there,  they  in  timet  of  inglorioos  eale 
Leave  the  hacking  of  fquadrons  for  ilictog  of  cheefe. 
Like  the  world's  ancient  mafters,  their  wearer**  combino 
Arts  with  arms,  and  the  foldierand  citisen  j<hb--^. 
With  his  fcales  in  his  hand  in.celeftial  ftate, 
As  Jove  fits  difpenfing  and  weighing  our  fate. 
So  the  balance  of  Earope  their  valour  controls. 
As  their  hands  guide  the  beams  which  weigh  candles  and  coals  ; 
Peace  and  war  in  each  bofom  alternately  bums, 
^S%h  ftme,  butter^  honour,  prefiding  by  turns.      ^ 

*  Bat  alas !  can  my  Mufe  e'er  defcribe  what  flie  feltt 
At  a  fcene»  which  the  heart  of  Aledo  would  melt. 
When  ofir'ring  up  vows  for  their  parting  protestors,- 
The  fobbing  Andromaches  clung  round  their  He&ors  ; 
While  each  fweet  Ailyanax  threw  by  his  rattle. 

To  cry  o'er  papa,  arm'd  for  ilanghter  and  battle. 

*  As  when  city  barges  prepare  to  explore 
'Twixt  Chelfea  and  Chertfey  each  far  diltant  ihore. 
Where  raibfy  embark'd  on  the  mercilefs  waves. 
Toils  and  dangers  unheard-of  the  fwan-hopper  braves. 
One  parting  embrace  wife  and  daughter  demand, 
£*er  the  fignal  yet  calls  the^dear  man  from  the  land. 

He,  firm  and  nnmov'd,  cries,  dear  friends,  ceafe  to  moum. 
There  are  dangers  'tis  true,  but  I  yet  may  return ; 
Tho'  if  not,  O  remember,  I  go  not  to  fhare 
Merely  pafHcs,  but  honour  and  death  with  the  may'r  !* 

From  this  fpectmcn  otnr  readers  m|iy  judge  of  the  aiertt  of 
this  Antidpauon.  It  mayraife  a  temporary  fmlt  in  fbe  me- 
tropolis; but  its  humour  will  evaporate,  when  carried  to  a 
greater  diilance* 

Th  Fatriot^s  Vlpon  ;   ^r,  the  Triumph  of  Opfofohn.    4/^,     is^^ 
Stockdale. 

A  prophetic  view  of  thofe  days 

'^  When  your  fweet  boy  ih^U  grace  Britannia's  tbronew 
And  f^dion  boaft  a  monarch  all  her  own.' 
Some  well-known  chara£lers  in  the  oppofition  are  treated' 
with  gff^at  f^verity ;  and  the  facetious  Peter  Pindar  receives, 
with  great  jufiice,  ahandfome  drubbing,  for  his  wanton  abnfcT 
of  a  mpft  refpeflable  charadler.  Some  trifling  errors  might  bo 
pointed  out  in  this  little  performance,  wbith  (eems  written  from 
the  hearty  and  difplays  both'feeling  and  poetical  abilitiet. 
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Some  fenfible  reAaiics  and  fhrevird  obferVations.appf ar  thinly 
ftattered  throQjfb  this  epiitie^  which  is,  howcv^^r,  in  j;eneral  19 
ebrcurei  that  it  is  cot  eafily  onderttood; 

Od§u  Superfthtwt^  nmib  ftnki  ^tb^^Pomt*.  4«^*    is.   CadclL 
*  Hence,  to  the  realms  0f  night,  dire  detfton,  hence  I 
Thf  chain  df  adamant  can  biifrd 
That  little  World,  the  homaii  mind, 
And  iink  iu  nobleft  powers  to  impotence* 
Wake  the  lion's  loaded  roar. 
Clot  his  ftaggy  mane  with  gore. 
With  flaOiiiig  (try  bid  his  eye-balls  fliine. 
Meek  is  his  favage  fulleA  ibnl  to  thine  1 
Thy  toteh>  thy  dead'ning  touch,  has  fteel'd  the  breafi^ 
Where,  thkt>^  her  rain  bow- (hdwer,  foft  Pity  fmii'd  ; 
Has^cIoftM  the  heatt  each  godlike  virtae  bieft, 
To  all  the  £!«nt  pleadings  of  his  childv 
At  thy  command  he  ^an(s  the  dagger  dtt^^ 
At  thy  command  cxnlts,  tho*  Nature  bid  him  Weep  V 
This  exordium,  and  the  other  pares  of  the  Ode  are  not  Sn^ 

ferior  to  it,  is  fpirited  and  harmonious^    The  lelfer  poems  ard 

ielegant  and  pretty. 

eUgiac  Sorikffu    By  Charlotte  ^mitk»     The  Third  Mitt  on^    With 
t^ve/ify  Afklitiofkal  Sonneiu     ^/#.     3 a     Dodflcyv 

We  received  the  £rft  edition  of  thefe  Sonnets,  with  the  cheen^ 
ing  (miles  of  approbation  ?  they  were  reviewed  tn  our.  Fifty* 
feventh  Volume ;  the  public  confirmed  oar  award,  by  an  exten^- 
^ve  demand,  and  thty  are  now  arrived  at  the  third  editi^inv 
Thefe  are  only  fbnnets,  aB  they  cenfift  of  fourteen  lines,  and  in- 
clude a  fingle  Sentiment ';  they  are  not  fo  in  another  refpedl^  viz^ 
the  n«mbel*  of  rhymes;  for>  in  the  legitimate  fonnet,nhe  rhymes 
IhottM  be  only  four>  and  a  llight>  but  limited,  regularity  is  re- 
^nired  in  the'verfification^  We  do  not  objedt  to  tlie  a'uthor's 
having  neglrfted  thefe  rigid  rclesk  Our  pleafurev  in  readings  • 
Ss  (^eldom  increafed  by  the  dHEcins  labor  ineptiarum. 

The  new  fonnets  are>  *  To  Mrs.  G-r — •  -i^Wrttiett. on  the 
Bea  Shore.»**^Froro  Petrarch .**-From  the  Thirteen th  Cantata  of 
Mctaftafia-^To  the  Earl  of  Egremonf.*-To  Mr.  Hayley*.*-To 
the  Counteis  of  A—*.  »— iSuppofed  to  be  written  by  Werterv 
*— By  the  fame. — ^To  the  River  Arun.---XXVlI.— Tofriend- 

fhip.--^To  Mifs  C •   **-lo  the  River  Arun. — Written  in 

farm  Wood,  on  the  South  Downs,  May,  1784.=*— To  Melan- 
icholy.  Written  on  the  Banks  of  the  Aruri  *- To  the  Naiad  of 
the  Arun;*-^To  a  Friclid.— To  Fortitude.— -X XX V  I.' 

Thefe  ^re  diflinguilhed  by  the  f^^mc  elegance,  the  fame  har>. 
^ony  of  verfificationy  and  are  coloured  by  the  fame  gloomy 
jpCflCiJw     We  are  forry  to  fee  the  eye,  whicH  can  Ihiire  with  ib 

H  h  a  mw^k 
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much  poetic  fire,  TulKcd  with  a  tear ;  and  we  hope  the  fobtfi* 
ings  of  the  favoured  Mufe  may  wipe  it  from  her  cheek, 

A  Poetical  Efifik  from  the  Ghoji  ef  Dr.  Johnfon^  to  his  Tour 
tritnds:  the  Rev.   Mr.  Strahan,  James  Bof^elU  Efq.  Mrs. 
Fiozzi,  J.  Courtenay,  E/q.  Af .  P.     From  the  Original  Copy  in 
the  Fojfejion  of  the  Editor,     With  Notes  critical^  hiographieal^ 
kifiorical^  and  explanatory.     4/tf.     y.     HarrifoD^ 
A  few  lines  of  text  are  overwhelmed  with  whole  pages  of  mar- 
ginal notes :  we  were  at  firft  at  a  lofs  to'accoant  for  tl^is  peculiari- 
ty ;  but  we  fufpeft  that  our  author  added  his  notes,  as  an  amulet, 
to  preferve  his  poetry  from  the  criticifm  which  would  otherwifc 
be  fatal  to  it.     Indeed  the  lines  are  generally  harmlefs  and  in- 
cffenfive  :  the  couplets  end  with  fimilar  founds,  and  what  would 
■the  moll  fallidious  critic  defire  more  ?  The  fting  is  in  the  notes, 
where  the  author  tranfcribes  many  paffages  from  Mr.  Strahan's 
Preface,  Mr.  Bofwell's  Journal,  Mrs.  Piozzi's  Ai>ecdotes,  and 
Mr.  Courteoay's  Review.     We  (hall  feled  a  ihort  paffage  both 
from  the  poetry  and  profe.     It  is  the  beginning  of  Johnfon*8 
addrefs  to  Mr.  Bofwell. 

*  O  Bozzy  !  Bozzy  !  how  (hall  I  begin 
To  fpeak  of  thee — whofe  ail- approving  grin. 
As  on  we  journey'd  thro'  thy  native  ifle, 
Oft  made  me  lofe  remembrance  of  the  toil ! 

*  But  foft — thy  honeA  pride  why  ijiould  I  check  ? 
*«.  All  hail,  Dalblair!  bail,  laird  of  Auchifileck  I" 
Who  boafts,  from  princes,  even  fmce  the  flood. 
The  mighty  honour  of  defcending  blood-- 

Who,  tho*  a  foldier  from  his  own  firll  choice, 

UrgM  by  the  mufick  of  a  father's  voice, 

The  road  of  honour  duteo.ofly  declin'd. 

And  humbly  floop'd,  with  him,  to  retail  wind— *• 

Whahad  in  many  foreign  countries  been. 

And  many  things  a  many  times  had  feen  ; 

'         But,  unlike  miiers  hoarding  up  their  pelf^ 
He  made  the  weakeft  cunning  as  himTcLf, 
While  they  pcrus'd  th'  originals  he  wrote. 
And  ^arge  quotations  he  knew  how  to  quote-^ 
Whofe  full-ftuff'd  bofom,  like  a  parifli  cheil, 
All  my  old  ftock  of  principles  poiTefs'd  ; 
But  from  the  duA  and  mould  divinely  free. 
Which  ttill  clung  to  them  while  they  flood  with  me— 
Who  had  of  learning  a  fufficient  ilore  3 
And  fo  much  wifdom,  he  could  gain  no  more*'-— 
We  Ihall  tranfcribe  a  fhort extract  from  the  notes,  on  this  part, 

as  a  fpecimen  of  our  author's  wit  and  good  nature. 

*  Mr.  Bofwell  fpcaksr—**  I  have  given  a  flcetch  of  Dr.  Jbha- 
fon  ;  my  readers  may  wifh  to  know  a  little  of  his  fellow  tra- 
veller : 
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vcller:  {myfelf!]  Think,  then,  [O  think  J]  of  a  gentleman 
of  ancient  blood,  the  pride  of  whicli  was  his  predominant  pafr 
iion  !   he  was  then  in  his  thirty-third  year,  [**  So  young,  and 
yet  fo  witty !"  Shakefp.]  and  had  been  about  four  years  hap- 
pily married  I  [Happy,  happy  man !]  His  inclination  was  to  be 
a  foldier !  [**  He  would  be  a  foldier,  would  fwcet  Jemmy-0  !'*• 
— Bravo!]  but  his  father,  a  refpeftable  judge,,  had  preiTed  him 
[what  a  pity !]  into  the  profeflion  of  the  law  I  He  had  thought 
more  than  any  body  fuppofed  I  ([wonderful  I]  and  had  a  pretty- 
good  ilock  of  general  learning  and  knowledge.  [Charming !] 
He  had  all  Dr.  Johnfbn's  principles,   [what  a  ftock  !]   with 
fome  degree  of  relaxation  !  [Better,  and  better !]  He  had  ra-: 
tiler  too  little,  than  too  much  prudence;  [that's  a  pity*]  &nd, 
his  imagination  being  lively,  [who. would  have  thought  it ?]• 
he  pften  faid  things  of  which  the  e{f*i6k  was  very  different  from 
the  intention.  [Strange!]  He  refcmbled  fometiroes 
**  The  be  ft  good  man,  with  the  worft  natur'd  mufe  V* 
the  wicked  jade  !  the  criiel,  ungrateful  jilt !] 

Bofwell's  Journal,  p.  46,  47. 

If  our  reader  is  (iifpleafed,  we  can  only  affure  him,  that  we 
have-*  cdled  the  choiceft.'  To  Mrs.  Piozzi  he  is  lefs  complai<^ 
faot ;  f  nd  his  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  torture  her  language  into' 
indecency  deferves  the  fevereft  neprehenfion.  In  fliort,  we  have 
fmiled  at  the  peculiarities  of  thefe  authors,  and  have  laughtd 
with  thofe  critics  who,  with  wit,  and  good  humour,  have  cri- 
ticifed  them  ;  but  we  can  never  be  pleafed  with  petulance  and. 
ill-nature,  and  cannot  commend  thofe  ftri^ures  which,  inftead 
of  tickling,  are  meant  to  wound.  In  our  own  warfare,  we  ihoald- 
feverely  regret  giving  pain  to  onehoneft  heart.  The  author 
feems^  to  have  been  aware,  that  his  {Iridiures  might  be  cenfured 
on  thefe  grounds,  and  has  fuppofed  Johnfon  to  conclude  with 
the  following  line, 

*  I  praife  my  friend,  juft  ae  ttiy  friends  praifeme.* 

This  plea  we  fear  will  not  avail  him :  the  inttntioni  of  the  dif- 
ferent authors,  which  are  examined  in  tKis  epi^e,  {t^m  to  have 
been  to  honour  their  friend,  and  add  to  his  fame«  We  have 
little  doubt,  however,  in  faying^  that  they  have  con£derab]y 
detra^ed  from  it.  Jf  our  epiftolary  author's  defign  was  equally 
good,  his  defence  might  be  allowed ;  but  there  is.always^a  dif- 
ference in  the  degree  of  guilt,  r as  well  as  in  the  punilhment  al* 
lotted  for  murder  and  manflaughter.  ? 

NOVELS. 

Juliana.    A  Novel.    By  the  Author  of  Francis  the  Philanthrojuji, 
^  Vols.  '  iimo,     ys.  bd*  feiyed.     Lane. 

There  is  an  error  in  the  title-page  :  read  *  by  a  very  diflani 
Relation*  of  the  Author,  &c.  for  we  can  find  little  refemblance 


Digitized  by  CjOO^IC 


4^^  IM^airrfl-VT  CATAtQ^y^. 

between  tftH' works*    Tbe  ^rfonBg^s  in  this  novel  9^y^0^ 
good  Tort  of  people';  they  loie  their  fweetheartt  onexpcdediyii 
^hd  find  them  ag^n  Very  opportuiiely.  Titks  and  fortifies! ai^ 
aH^  poared  oii  their  heac!^,  we  neithei^  know,  why  or  front 
yf hence  :  but  what  is  probability  compared  with  novelty,  and! 

*  the  conTuramaMon  devoutly  to  be  wimed^  for  by  etch  loye•£c^^ 
dhmfeli  a  hftppy  marriage  at  the  conclufion  ?  ' 

Sr2i#  Uifiofi  ^;f  Sa/tf^i/kr^  WfJ  Mert^.  A  JVork  intfnjed^for  \he. 
Vft  of  (^oUiren^  Vol.  IL  \zmq*  y.  Smffll  Svp.  ^tockdjaic* 
In  oor  Fiftyvfeventh  Yolome  we  gave  an,  .ac^onot  q£  thf 
itk  part  of  thii  work*  The  contit^ttation  i«  not,  however, 
^Qaliy  interefiihg*  We  Ibfe  the  native  fpirited  naivete  of  the 
^ung  peafant.  and  we  do  not  foUow  the  pupil  o{  wealth  an<( 
]|03(jM7  with  eqoal  pleafure,  beca^fe.  the  improvemenu  are  lefs 
raf  idj  and  we  fee  him  immerged  in  diOipatton«  The  glowing 
hand,  which  iketched  the  pi^bire  with  (b  much  (pirit>  fe^inr> 
fatigued  ;  and,  unlefs  it  is  again  re»animated»  we  fixall  bccon* 
tested  with  announcing  onljr  the  fubfequent  volumes. 

IVlISCKLLAH^Ot^S. 

Jneciotfi  of  tie  Learned  Fig.  With  Notes^  critic^  and  fxpldna^ 
\  iory  ;  aJtd  JUuftrations  from  Bo%zjj  Pioxz}^  tsfc*  i^c*  ^t0i 
:  ij.  bd.    Hbokhaih.      •"     -    *-   ■    ■   ^    ■    s.  ,  *  • 

•  •''••■'*  •     • 
A  popular  fubie^t,  and  ^  ^^ ^ftabte.  i)2\Qie«  4rav^  iSorth  eYer)f 

fdventurerfrotn  yrubnftreet,  eager  to  ihare  in  the  honours,  of 
4iore  probably  the  emolui^ne^t^  of  the  harvefl*  ^t  have  noc 
iSeceiv^d  the  feyeral  authors,  wJib  have  endeavoured  to  apo« 
theoikoe  £)lr.  Johnfbnt  wiiih  great' complacency*  The}^  have 
^:ertaihly  ftepped  beyond  ;he  nroper  limits  of  propriety;  and 
tibn  portraits  which  they  have  deliiicated  are  rather  caricatures 
|han  likeneiTes.  On  the  other  hand,  Joknfon  ha$  been  deprivedf 
of  much  fair  fu^e,  by  ^ek  inj^tious  attempts,  and  may 
^licttiasn^'   ""^^    .    •  •  •  ,..  ..^  ........    > 


Pof  me  oecidiftis  amicj 


Non  fervailis**- 
The  tn-efent  autb^i^  defcribes  the  R'atai6!er  nndieit  the  fide  of. 
fhe'Leafned  iPig  ;  but  We  are*  not  lefs  dfrg^'flctl  with  him  wlkm 
ndicultff  a  'irfppiStable  man  fot  jperfenil  deforiftities,  o#  Mi«le« 
^a!nt  mknirefs/  rhad  with  ai^ other  Who,  inftea^'  6t  deiWibing 
the  individual,  piin^s'a  'fauftfe^^  rt[ibnfttef/'    *     '    ^     ^  •    •    -  . 

Dialogues  of  Zucidn*    From  the  PreeK    f^A  IIL     %vo.  "  est 

4    ..^  V    .y  ,  ..  .7«2^^y^.'  longmkn:    ''       '     ''  '  *    ^  * 

In  our  review  of  Mr.  parr*?  firft  vQlufnc,  wfe  gave  /otte  re* 
marks'  On  \Vn  auihor  j  aod>  'in  tlie  account  oT  tVe  fucceeding 
fohihie^  and  in  oiif  eVtenWanalyfis  of  Dr.  Branklid^s  <ranf. 
kcion^  'the  fufijfdi'df  the  feveral  pieoes,  aV  weli  as^he  defigni 
jlf'liuchn^  and  the  tendency  of  kis  writings^  are  conitdered  al^' 
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Ari)ie  itnpk  *.  We  need  not,  therefore,,  repeat  v(flk^%  ihay  h^- 
found  in  the  feverel  placet  referred  to*  "      \ 

Mr*  Carr  continues  «to  defervo  the  charsi^ter  ^hich  vice  for* 
merly  delivered.  He  preferves'^  the  wit  of  Lucian  ialangoag.^ 
neither  formal  nor  vulgar:*  there  is  an  ironical  archoefs  tn,  ms 
manner,  which  he  has  happily  caught  from  the:  original ;  atd 
the  dry  folemnity,  or  rather  the  gravity,  peculiar  to  true  ho-* 
inour,  is  preferved  amidft  the  roar  of  the  applauding  table* 

Mr.  Carr  hints,  that  he  may  continue  his  verfioA  ,*  but^ 
though  this  may  be»  in  fome  degree,  onneceiTary,  fince  we 
Boflefs  the  complete  tranilation  of  Dr.  Franldi'n,  yet  readers  of 
oifferenjt  difpoutions  may  be  differently  affeded  with  eaqh.— If 
we  were  carefully  to  appreciate  the  feveral  merits  of  the  rivaf 
traoilatorsy  we  might  allege,  that  Dr*  Frank^n  preferv^,  thc^ 
dignity  and  force  of  Lucian  with  greater  deacUnefs,  an4  t](kat 
Mr.  Carr  darts  the  fiaihes  of  his  wit  with  more  dexterity,  juid 
effect :  the  one  is  a  complete  rhetorician,  and  a  powerfu)^  Iq* 
gician;  the  other  gives  the  full  force  of  his  author^s  fneera, 
and  points  his  irony  often  with  great  Inccefs*  We  own  oa^ 
regard  fbr  Dr.  Franklin's  memory  and  his  works;  but  juMce 
demands  alfo  for  Mr.  Carr  the  tribute  of  a  wreath* 


translation  will  not  lole  in  it9  value« 

*  In  ages  fkr  remote  from  the  prefenf,  Inen  of  wit  were  fome^ 
times  V^ry  dull,  and  fometimes  wanted  prudence*  To  creep 
after  dulnefs,  can  only  {erve  to  benumb  the  fenfes  ;  apd  to  re- 
vive the  language  of  riot,  h  not  the  mod  decent  attempt.  S&* 
veral  drowfy  dikourfes,  with  a  competent  allotment  of  ribaldry, 
Jiave  been  alttributed  to  Lucian.  by  his  editors ;  the  omiiHon 
of  which  would  have  done  his  memory  no  manner  of  hanh.  0(^ 
this  the  reader  may  judge  for  himfelf :  long  di^ertationf,  nearly 
a-kin  to  the  former,  may  be  met  with  in  almoft  any  great  book'; 
and  the  latter  is  repeated  every  evening,  with  modern  improve* 
ments,  in  the  emphatical  Engliih  of  Broad  Su  Cjilers.' 

This  volume  contains  the  Dialogues  of  iLuciau,  and  th^. 
Triumphs  of  the  Gout,  in  the  elegslnt  poetry  of  Mr.  Weft*' 

^  LiUer  to  Rohert  H^rctny  JEf/fn    Cimtainii^  afiw  Brb/ Remarh^ 
ptt  bii  LteiUts  0/  Literature  :  hy  one  of  the  harhargus  fhckhadt 

■    of  the  Urj^ft  Moh^  who  is  ^  a  true  Friend  to  Religion^  aada^n^^    * 
cere  lowr  of  Munkind*^     8i».     ix*     Wilkie. 

This  judicious  author  has  properly  called  himfeff  *  a  Iru}^ 
fHend  to  religion >  and  a  fincere  lover  of  mankind.'  He  ex* 
"   -  -'-  •  ' 

•  The  firft  Yolumc  of  Mr.  Carr'i  tmnfiatlon  occurs  in  our  Thirty^-iixth 
volume,  p.  125 ;  the  fecqnd  in  the  For$y-fovei>|h  yohune,  p'444*  Pr<  i^rank- 
l^n*8  veriion  oc$:urs  Ui  the  Fiftieth  volume,  ft  ^19*  andvulume  fiiSty-firftf 

H  h  i|t  poftulate^ 
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podulate^  wjth  Mr*  I}eron»  foniptihies  in  an  inilgsant,  (>ttt; 
always  in  a  ferious  tone,  on  the  bad  tendency  of  many  of  his 
ppiiiions,  particularly  'his  apparcni:  contempt  of  relfgion,  ana 
jiis  difref}.eflful  treatment  pf  royalty.  We  have  felt  much  plea^ 
fu re  from  this  Letter,  and  receive,  with  great  fatisfaiStion,  the 
^fliftance  of  fo  able  a  coadjutor,  iipcewe  hav^  alfo  reprehended. 
Mr.  Heron,  and  endeavoured  to  direct  his  fplendid  talents,  for 
ie  really  pofTefFes  theni,  to  a  road  more  honourable  and  advan-: 
t9geou£«  We  hope  he  will  follow  the  advice  of  this  author, 
ivhofe  candour  and  good  fenie  render  him  hot  a  Ipfs  p^eafing 
than  able  guide.  'The  barbarous  blockheads  of  the  loweii^ 
mob)'  is  one  of  Rlr.  Heron's  ppUte  appellatipns  of  the  literary 
xncn  of  th^  prefent  age.  .      '     •       .  .     . 

jfn  Ejffhy  on  the  Pre-eminence  of  Comic  Genius :  ivifb  Ohfcrtvatlons 
on  theffveral  CharaBcn  Mrs.  Cardan  has  appeared  in*  Small  Z'vc^ 
ij.    Becketf 

.  This  is  a  pleaiing  little  effay,  and  greatly  fuperipr-  to  the 
4ifual  ilyle  of  thofe  aethprs  who  wifh  to  pay  their  devoirs  tq 
$he  merits  of  a.  favourite  adlrefs.  The  eil'ayifl  feems  well  acn 
qoainted  with  modern  literature  ;  and  his  ilyj^  is  generally  neat, 
^nd  fometimes  rifesiiito  elegance^'ln  fpppprt  of  f  the  prc-enii* 
^cnce  of  coipic  genius,'  becaufe  it  comes  more  oearly  home  to 
inen's  *  bufinefs  a|id  bqfofns*  tli^n  the  diilreffes  of  a  princefs  or  a 
king,  he  fcarcely  fteps  out  of , the  beaten  Cfa£i ;  but,  if  he  doe^ 
not  inform  the  reader^  be  cntertajn^)  without  o(F(pnding  bjr  any 
iiilpropricty,   '  '   . 

To  Mrs.  Jordan  lie  is  very  pomplaifant,  perhaps  a  little  too 
partial,  but  that  fault  may  be.  eafily  forgivc;i«  Let  ps  extrad^ 
ihort  'paflage. 

•  Thp  feveritj  of^criticifm  Jias  denied,  tp  this  great  aftreft 
|he  attribute  of -perfonal -beauty,  To  mere  beauty  her  real 
friends  will  readily  reliniiuifh  the  claims  which  might  be  ma^q 
in  her  favour  j  for  Ihe  pofleiTes  thpfe  attrac^lions  which  are  be"., 
^end  all  beauty ,  fnd  ahcve  all prai/e.  Her  countenance  prefent* 
to  the  fpeftatpr  a  ^cprefeptapon  of  llrong  expreffipn  and  ani? 
patcd  diverfity  :  the  yi*vid  hrightnefi  of  her  eye  illuftr^tes  every 
fpcech  with  ineffable  power  and  unerring  brilliancy  :  her  laugh 
is  tinged  with  the  moil*exquiiite  humour,  exciting  at  once  mer- 
riment and  delights  f])e  poifTeiZ^s  va  an  eminent  degree  the  power 
cf  impregnating  her  voice,  in  its  various  modulations,  with  the 
effuiions  of  fentiment,  and  the  vicifStudes  of  paiuon.  Her  pro- 
jiaunciation  is  beaatifu^ly  correct,  and  with  equal  fuccefs  d'evi* 
/Sites  into  levity,  pr  rifes  into  eloquence.  We  may  truly  fay  of 
jidrs.  Jordan,  tKat  all  her  attitudes  are  exprtifions,  and  tba( 
^yery  gefture  is  a  ufeful  precept  to  prelent  competitors  ,and  fa* 
|)ire  performers.     She  reprefents,  with  a  new  poliih,, 

^'  Thofe  naroelefs  grates  which  no  methods  teach, 
^nd  which  a  mafter-hand  alone  can  reach," 

♦  H?r 
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,  *  Her  general  adbn«  her  lhe]y.beba»ipur,.  and  faer&riaufl^ 

deportment,  are  all  fupremely  graceful ;  ihe  feems  to  poileis 
|hat  by  intuitive  elegance,  which  others  arrive  at  by  long  ilu^/ 
{ind  repeated  application.' 

Her  admirer  (\vc  m.ean  it  not  in  an  improper  fenie)  describes 
her  in  different  charad^ers.*— In  the  Country  Qirl,— She  wauld 
^nd •  ihe  would,  not^'-^the  Romp,— and  the  Virgin  nnmaiked, 
fhe  35  the  principal  ornament  of  the  fcene.  To  the  Strangers  at' 
pome,  and  in  the  Trip  to  Scarboropgh,  Ihe  is  fcarcely  lefs  eflen- 
pal.  Viola,  in  the  Twelfth  Nighty  fhe  plays  with  exquiJlte  fenfu 
bility  ;  and  the  Irifh  Widow,  with  equal  fpirit.  We  agree,  la, 
general,  with  the  eiTayifl ;  and^think  more  highly  of  Mrs.  Jor* 
dan's  talents,  fince  Ihe  can  render,  in  many  plays,  eyeh.noa- 
fenfe  and  obfcenjty  picaiing. 

JDe  "Motlhus  P lane f arum  in  Orhihus  Excentricis  fecundum  Thcoriam 

'   Ne^vtdmatiam  DtJJertatio.    'AuSlore  GuiU  Malei^  B*  D*     '8<i;^i' 

I  J.  bd,     faulder.  •  .    ' 

N  The  Corollaries  to  the  Sixteenth  Prppofitiqn  of  the  Fir(l  Boolif 
cf'the  Principia,  are  no  lefs  intricate  than  iniport^nt.  Our. 
iuthor  thinks  that  commAntators  have  fcarceJy  elucidated  it^ 
or  at  leall  not  clearly  and  happily*  Indeed  he  might  have  ex- 
tended his  remark  to  many  other  paiHige*  in  that  great  work  ;.  v 
for  the  Jefuits^  the  principal  commentators,  are  fre^vently  ' 
sxu)re  unintelligible  than  Newton.  Our  ai^thor  has  not  obI/ 
explained  theie  Corollaries,  and  his  explanation,  is  bgih  ple^ 
jind  cbncife,  but  drawn  from  them  a  theory  of  the  mocioniof 
jjodies,  in  very  eccentric  orbits.  Where  a  few  words..;|re  fnf- 
icient,  he  has  jnj^rweav^d  theni  wi;h.  the  text,  in«l4^ded  iff 
brackets  $. but,  wbere.it  required  fo  many  Heps  as  to  djiftra^ 
the  meaning  of  the  Author,  he  has  fubjoined  the  neceflary  ex* 
planation  io  the  notes.  His  account  of  the  comet  in  1759,  ^"4 
M.  Clairaut's  w^il-timed  publication,  relating  to  it«  del<iy,  '\%  \ 
veryjuft.  ^ 

Mr.  Hales  npxt  examines  th.e  variety  ^f  the  orbits^  whicb  a 
change  in  the  la\y  of  centripetal  force,  or  of  the  velocity  witb 
iwhich  th|B  body  Ixegins  i^s  revolution,  at  any  given  part  of  it^ 
fourfe,  M^ill  produce,  jn.  order  to  ftow  with  what  precifi.on  the 
former  laws  of  gravipy  are  pftatlifhed.  This  ta/k  he  undertak.c$* 
for  the  fafee  of  *  the  minpter  philofophprs,'  who  objedl  to  the 
revolution  of  comets,  becaufe  they  cannot  perceive  by  whai^ 
power  thefc  bodies  are  prevented  from  falling  into  the  fun 
>vhen  they  dpfcend  to  their  perihelion,  and  to  convince  theni 
of  the  truth  of  the  Newtonian  fyflem.  In  this,  as  well  as  ia 
the  former  part  of  his  little  work,  he  fuccceds  well ;  and  we 
jsire  pTeafed  to  think  that  we  may  receive  more  inftru6!ioh  from 
^im  on  i^milar  fubje^s :  '  Si  a  gravioribt^s  detum  vacation' 
^snam  optime^  dari  poflint  graviora  V 

i  Improved, 
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in  Latin^  adapted  to^  the  lift  of  Ltaraers  anJt  others^  hy  fimtt 
'  Chaise  in  theSuHing^  together  wth  addiiion^d  Fonvel  CharaBeri 

and  Marks,  feJc .  being  Volunti  the  Firfi  of  the  Latin  Auth&rs  ; 

nxshidf  aU  are  intended  hyi  the  Editor  io  be  puhiijhed  fuccejfivefy  in 
JaidManuer^    hnfo.     li.    Debretu 

Tfaoogh,  in  purfuic  of  learnings  we  ihould  not  be  terrified 
fey  appearaAceSy  and,  anxious  to  attain  the  end,  (honld  not  be 
Ibruputous  about  the  forms  ;  yet  uncouth  and  aukward  modes 
ytnll  often  reprefs  that  ardor  which  is  efTentially  neceifary  tot 
produce  even  a  falatary  reformation.  Our  author  feems  little 
iffe^led  by  thefe  appearances :  he  can  probably  contemplate, 
with  the  prediledion  of  an  improver,  the  Work  before  us,  from 
which  we  have  more  than  once  turned  with  diiguft*  This  is 
9Qt  an  oi\}uft  cenfure ;  for»  even  in  his  lotrodudioa,  the  page9 
are  deformed  by  more  than  one  ungraceful  mpde  of  printing' 
Englifli  words^ 

The  end  in  view  is  to  diHinguiffi  the  long  and  (hort  vowels 
I7  diiferent  marks*  in  the  manner  of  writing  or  printing  them, 
and  not  by  accents;  to  afcertain  the  founds  of  fome  of  the' 
cenfenants,  particularly  the  C,  which  our  author  thinks  ihbuld 
%e  ftlways^  founded  hard  like  K  ;  to  divide  the  diphthongs  ac« 
4oniiM  ta  the  analogy  of  Greek,  from  which  the  Latin  isori^ 
nally  wiVed.  Thei«  changes,  in  our  author's  opinion,  will 
mot  only  facilitate  the  pronunciation,  without  the  help  of  pxo* 
Ibdy;  but  diftinguilh  between  fimilar  words  of  different  mean- 
infgs,  and,  in  general,  improve  the  found* 

There  is  a  vein  of  good  fenfe,  arfd  -  much  real  knawlege, 
.  in  the  Introduction,  though  greatly  diiguifed  by  the  pecujiarx- 
ties  of  the  author,  which  we  fuppoie  will  prevent  his  method 
l^ooi  coming  into  general  ufe  ;  and  the  Fables  of  Phsdrus  will 
probaWy  be  the  only  clafiic  publiihed  in  this  way.  We  ihal). 
conclude  with  a  (hort  fpeeimen  of  his  manner,  and  it  ihall  be 
the  fliortefl  that  we  can  feledt* 

*  The  want  of  articles  in  the  Latin  being  a  source  of  &e* 
quent  ambiguity, '  the  general  and  particular  acceptations  of 
iiouns  being  thus  left  undistinguishea ;  also  the-  suppression' of 
prepositions  oft  rendering  the  cases  less  distingnisnable  (the 
terminations  not  being^  sufficiently  varied)  ;  it  is  the  more  re* 
quislte  to  mark  the  divers^  Acceptations  by  the  present  changes.: 
ex..  manus  put  for  nom.  and  g*  s.  and  nom.  and  ace.  p  .  but  here 
ibur  ways  diversified.  To  find  oat  the  casie,  number,  Scc^  by 
the  context,  is  to  look  for  and  evidence  it  by  the  help  of  middle 
terms,  or  mediately,  i«  e.  circuitously,  and  oft  conje6UiralIy ;; 
but  this  mode  is  immediate  and  intuitive^  or  self-evident:  £x. 
^ditis,  ye  eat y  tdilh^^  ye  put  for i/y,  editois,  'ais,  tois,  iw,  puhK 
ii/bed;  fdit^ois,  *ais,  01^.  kis,  Ipftyj,  in  dat.  and  abl.  pi.  where 
ten  acceptations  are  difFerenccd,  which  ai>e  ordinarily  confounded 
IM^d  ej^essed  bj  editls  only*    Coflld  the  Ronans  be  so  gross  a% 
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ttf  wmonnce  these  alike?  or  etBoe,  stfff  MMitfrtMdf  Ibc*  «r 
icekscii  and  cctleitis  alikcf  and  so  of  a  fanltkude  of  vnxiu 
The  Gwtk  has  i|^  ftit.  of  i^  to  differ,  from  t|W  <cwMwitf/ 

JJitJteUaneom  TfoBi  iy  the  late  William  Sonuyer^  Printer ^  F»S*A. 
and  fivirai  rf  bis  learned  Friends*  ColUBed  and  illufiraUd  vuth 
accajkmal  N^es^  hy  John  Nichols^  PrinUr,  F^  $.  J.  Edink  i^m 
\L  iSp  iuRaard^    NichoU. 

The  learning  and  abilities  of  Mr.  Bowyer  kave  been  fofldK 
0X\y  evinced  by  hi$  various  produdions  in  literature^  forftierl^ 
0»mmiioic«ted  to  the  publte.  The  prefent  Trofts  afibrd  addi« 
Ijonal  evidence  of  his  diiUnguifhed  Qualifications ;  thou^h^ 
like  many  other  poftfaumotts  works  which  owe  their  pobiicauon 
to  partiality^  they  have  not  all  an  equal  claim  to  our  attention. 
Several  of  the  pieces  in  this  coUedion  were  written  bv  Mr* 
iSfowyePs  friends ;  particularly  Gale»  Clarke^  and  Markham^ 
^nd  a  great  part  of  the  volume  cbnfifts  of  extra£b  from  his  cor« 
vefpondence  with  the  twalaft.  The- literary  remains  of  eminent 
titti  are  gelterall^  well  received  by  the  world ;  for  which  rea« 
^n  Mr.  Nicbo|8»  by  the  publication  of  thefe  Trads,  has  per*  ' 
formed  au  oiEce  not  lefs  the  etfbft  of  friendfliip,  than  accept* 
^ble^  ^t  believci  to  the  public. 

^j^fki^M$itm9mLiviS*Bei*   Bj  Gt»rg0  Cvtiey^  FarmrM  f0mmi^ 
Nhf^tbmAirland^    Sti^r    y.    Jtobinfons* 

Thcfe  Qbfervations  are  the  refult  of  a  very  iatelligf^nt  eiif 

}|uiry,  and  great  knowledg|e.  They  relate  t6  horfes,  Iheecy 
wioe»  rabbiu,  mules  apd  afles*  goats.  deer»  and  poultry.  He 
jllefcribes  the  i^ftttux,  kinds  of  thefe  animals^  enquires  into 
their  origin^  apd  infiruQs  us  in  the  comj^arative  advantages  of 
f^ach  variety*  T^^ere  is  a  blunt  honefty  m  Mr.  Culley's  man^ 
ner^  by  which  we  are  ftronglv  prepoflefled  in  his  favour :  hi^ 
relates  his  f  plain  unvarniihed  talc'  with  great  candour,  and 
(IroDg  appearances  of  truth.  We  find  nothing  which  would 
inftrudt  or  amufe  in  an  extnd  ;  but  fliall  enlarge  on  a  few  par- 
ticulars :  we  mud  obferve  that  our  author's  Observations  are  not 
pomplete;  for  he  exprefsly  tells  ns,  and  repeats  it  with  an 
anxrous  caution^  th^t  he  has  never  vifitcd  Sufiex  or  Devo«« 
Ihire. 

Mr«  CuHey  is  verv  ftrenuous  in  recommending  particular 
breeds/ as  they  are  aaapted  to  different  iituations  ;  and  thinks* 
^hat  if  this  fubjedit  was  more  carefully  attended  to*  England 
might  fupport  doubly  its  prefent  number  of  inhabitants ;  to 
great  is  the  difference  between  the  times  required  to  fatten, 
and  the  food  neceffary'to  {ncreafe,  the  feveral  varieties  to  a 
fiven  fiate.'  '  W^  tre  glad,  to  ^nd  that  the  Lineotulhire  breed'- 
#rs  are  wearv  of  their  coarfe  woolly  iheep ;  but  we  flmr  the  evil 
IS  now  too  deejply^  rooted  to  s^^mit  of  a  rtmtdy.  We  have  often  - 
foretold  the  fcarcity  of  fine  w6ol»  from  this  caufe»  and  we  now 
))egiii  to  feel  is  effe^»  Mr.  CoUey  is  9f  jgreat  adyO(cate  f&H^i* 
>••.  !•■•■"'  *'  '     .'    "  '  V     ^  •   '^    --^  ing 
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iftg  tlie  fli'eep«ws^Iks  ;  but  his  method  has,  we  know^  beesvat* 
Uoded  with  inconveniencies.  The  author,  in  different  parts 
of  hn  work,  gives  fome  furprifing  inilances  of  the  uncocnmoa 
£ze,of  oxen,  (beep,  and  fwine.  The  obfervations  on  the  faialler 
bcails  are  of  little  confequence. 

In  the  Appendix  is  an  account  of  the  names  of  the  difFerent 
aniinah,  at  different  periods;  and,  in  another  Appendix,  the. 
means  of  knowing  the  age  of  cattle,  and  the  uncertainty  of 
ibmc  of  the  marks  commonly  employed.  On  che  whole*  we 
can  recopimend  this  treatife  to  the  grazier  and  breeder,  as  ofe-. 
ful,  though  plain;  and  as  inftrudliv^,  .though  peculiar  in  its 
language. 

jtf  Dt/criffhfi,  Kv:fb  Kotes^  (ff  ttrfain  Methods  of  Plantings  Train' 

ingy  arid  Man<ig\ng  all  Kinds  of  Fruit'Trees,  Vinei^  &c,  •  For 
'  ^bich  bis  Majejfy^s  Lctun  Fat mt  have  heht  granted  to  the  Ren;. 
*  Philip  Le  Brocqy  M,  jf,     Sho*'     is,*  td%  •  Shepperfon  and 

Reynolds. 

This  is  a  quaint  title,  and  we  at  firfl  fufpe^lcd  that  the  notes 
might  be  mufical  one's  ;  but  w.e  found  that  there  was  little  har- 
mony in  the  performance.  The  author  gives  a  good  abridge- 
ment of  his  pamphlet,  which  we  fhall  tranfcribe. 

«  There  may  be  three  different  methods  of  f)reparing  banks, 
l»dt/*ilsc*  for  the  reception  of  froit-t/eesv  vines,  or  any  ^^alt- 
bearing  fhrubs  or  plants,  .tp  bq  principally  adopted  ;  befide  va- 
rious other  modes  not  mentioned  in  this  pamphlet.  One  method 
IS,  to  train  your  trees  on  banks  or  beds,  railed  higher  than  the 
furface  of  the  ground  ;  the  fecond  is  to  train  them  on  beds  level 
with',  and  the  thirti  bn' banks  or  beds  below,  the'furface  of  the 
circumjacent  ground.  Thislaft,  thoiugh  rather  more  expenfrve 
than  the  other  two,  has  fome  ct)nfiderable  advantages  over  them. 
One  of  the  moll  (^riking  and  obvious  is,  that  the  trees  are  not 
fo  miich  expofed  to  the  blights  which  frequently  float  in. the  at- 
niofphere,  and  which,  f?metimes,  in  a  few  hours,  irretrievably 
blafl  and  dcilroy  all  hopes  of  a  plentiful  produce.  The  cold 
^winds  blovtr  6ver  them  without  mifchief.  The  rays  of  the  fun 
>re  more  reflected,  4»d  the  heat,  confequently,  is  increafed.* 

We  do  not  think,  with'  him,  that  fruit  againft  a  wail  is  much 
finer,  and  better  flavoured;-  the  nearer  ic  grows  to  the  ground. 
If  a  grape-vine  be  planted  againft  a  very  high  wall,  the  grapes 
on  the  upper  part  lipcn  firfl,  and  are  dillinguifhed  by  ^  finer 
t^fte.  The  caufe  of  this  feems  to  be,  that  the  bunches  enjoy  a 
greater  wafrolh  ;  for  the  warm  aii-  rifes  from  the  earth,  and 
reaches  them  with  the  accumulated  heat  of  each  part  of  the 
wall.  If  thp  wall  \%  ijot  hfgh,  the  remark  will  probably  be 
true.  '    ; 

We  hope  that  the  author  w?ll  one  dfiy  be  indulged  with  a 
glafs  of  good  Englifh  wine ;  and  that  his  method  of  procuring 
It  may  not' -be  rejcded,  becaufe  he  has  communicated  his 
Upyg^ts  iti  ^(i  flowery,  affe?led,;  and  reprehenfible  a  flyle. 
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A  Piinegyrle  ^n-Grtat  Britain  t  in  ImUation  of  thf  FuHkralOtatiom 
of  the  Jncients.  By  Ediwtrd  Ha»kin^  A%M.  8«»*  ii*  Hoofe- 
ham. 

The  political  conllitution  of  Great  Britain  has  been  the  fub- 
jecl  of  eulogy  to  many  writers,  as  well  of  biir  own  as  oF  foreiga 
iiations  j  but  the  climate  of  the  country,  in  point  of  its'varia- 
blenefs  at  leatl,  has  not  been  fo  oniverfally  -<rdmired.  Mr. 
Han  kin,  however,  iinds  fufficient  foundation  for  panegyric  in 
the  temperature  of  the  climate^  and  not  only  in  this,  but 'in 
every  other  circumftancc  which  he  remarks,~thc  fertility  oi 
the  foil,  the  perfonal  qualifications  of  the  inhabitants,  the  flou* 
ri/hing  flate  of  commerce,  the  military  and  naval  glory  of  Bri» 
tain,  &c.  &c.  If,  after  all,  the  people  of  Great  Britain  (hou Id 
be  difcontented  with  their  lot,  let  them  not  plead  ignorance  of 
the  numerous  blelfings  they  enjoy  ;  for  Mr.  Hankin  affurcs 
them  of  their  diilinguiihed  happinefs,  and  let  them,  therefore, 
be  thankful. 

The  EvgViJlj  Clrrgy'^i  Right  to  Tythcs  examined^  in  order  to  promote 
Peace  a?id  Union  betivcen  the  Clergy  and  Laity  ;  and  to  prevent 
Laxifuits,     By  an  Old  Farmer,     8v^.     is.  ftitched* 

We  have  often  found  fo  much  good  plain  fenfe,  and  ftrong 
argument,  in  the  writings  either  of  real  or  pretended  Old, 
Farmers^  that  when  we  meet  with  this  iignature  affixed  to  any 
protiu(f^ion,  we  are  apt  to  conceiv.e  a  favourable  opinion  of  th© 
author's  fagacity.  The  inftance'  now  before  us  confirms  the 
juftnefs  of  this  fentiment.  The  author  contends,  that  for  fe- 
veral  ages  after  the  promulgation  of  ChrilUanity,  what  wis 
paid  to  the  church  was  entirely  in  the  way  of  gratuitous  offer- 
'  ings.  '  In  England,  the  eftabliihment  of  tithes  was  introduced 
by  king  Offa,  in  the  year  794.  But  the  Farmer  iniifh  th^t 
Offa.  h«d  no  legal  right#to  this  exercife  of  authority  ;  and  that 
the  origin  of  the  pjadtice  being  unjuft,  every  fubfequent  law^ 
«na£ted  upon  the  fame  foundation,  roufl  likewife  be  repugnant 
to  equity.  With  regard  to  the  doctrine  of  prefcription  in  cafea 
of  this  kind,  that,  according  ^o  BiackHone,  ^  ydu  cannot  [^lead 
prefcription  againll  the  king,  becaufe  h^  is  fo  greats  or  he  is 
foilrong ;  neither  can  you  plead  prefcription  again il  the  cl^urcb^ 
becaufe  it  is  fo  little  or  fo  weak,'  the  Farmer  confefles  that  h«> 
does  not  reliih  this  ambo-dexter  way  of  reafoning,  as  he  z<i\\^  it^ 

The  author  farther  obfervc^,  that  fuppofmg  tl\e  authority 
'fexercifed  by  Offa  to  have  been  legal,  yet  as  the  improvements 
in  hu (ban dry  required  greater  expences  than  were  known  in  his 
time,  the .  clergy  had  no  right  to  any  part  of^thofe  expenses 
which  OiFa  knew  not  of,  and,  therefore,  could  not  intend  m 
iiis  gift.  The  Old  Farmer^  as  wee  have  already  intimated,  makes 
many  ihrewd  obfervations,  but  being  a  party  in  the  difjpu^e, 
his  opinions  are  warped  with  felf-intereih  Perhaps  the  heft 
means  fpr  promoting  peace  and  union  betiveen  the  clergy  aA(i 
laicy,  n^ich  is  .ackQ0wledge4  tg  be  tjie  Qbje<^  of  this  palb^ 
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i|^lilir,4MoM.bc»  for  the  fiMwr  tothm^tbfririmmadH^ 
tbe  kuttrtto-UMftale  their  fiiitmiujr^ 

P^^rvdMfiMU  amarmng  the  Medial  FirtMts  qf  Wine,  In  «  Letfe^ 
t0'Dr.'Such(m^\faGeuikman0fthelPaadty*  %ifo.  is.  Slewart 
im/ Steveofon* 

Th^  Obfenratkns  are  ttie  remarks  of  ibme  refpedable  ^\lj* 
Jkaaiis^  i^  trite,  by  frequeat  repetition,  tbat  there  are  few  roe« 
diicai  leaden  who  cannot  repeat  them*  Wine  is  ondoobtedly  ^ 
jMod  cordial,  and  living, well  a,good  prophyla^c  againft  debi*^ 
Siatiojg  difeafes.  ^  As  to  the  tokay  d'Efpagna,  we  are  not  mach 
jKnaainted  with  it;  bat  the  whole  trad  would  fait,  excellently 
mwy  a  wine  merchant ;  and  to  /i^  eentlemeo  we  recommenlfi 
at»   Perhaps  it  may  have  originated  from  this  {otvcc^firii 

'Tie  Kighi'^af*  By  Mr.  jfercUr.  z  F^h.  time*  6s^  Hookham^ 
Id  oar  laft  Volume  *,  we  gave  fome  account  of  this  work, 
•adm  fpedaMn  of  the  execution.  The  tranflation  is  not  often 
JKCorate;  aad^we  feem  to  have  felt  more  ifenfibly,  than  even  in 
the  ori^nal,  a  want  of  jntereft  in  the  different  parts*  We  thall 
make  a  few  remarks  on  the  miilakes  which  occur  in  the  pai&ge 
we  have  qaotcd,  in  the  volume  referred  to* 

The  tranflator  tells  us»  that  Spaianzani  has  '  pabliihed  bis 
sew  expeniments  on  digeftion,  and  let  thofe  on  generation 
escape**  This  is  not  true  ;  for  the  latter  fubjed  is  examined 
with  at  much  care  as  the  former  ;  and,  what  is  of  more  confe- 
^vence,  Mr*  Merder  does  nol  fay  fo*  *  Skilftd  jpeculaiors  bate 
jnide  ingenious  refearches  and  ideate  experiments^*  &c.  It  ia 
not  common  that  '  fpeculators'  make  experiments ;  Mercier 
fays  Philofophets.  '  Diphlogiilic*  inftead  or*  dephlogifticated/ 
The  *•  do^ne  of  affimiiating  ftrments*  we  do  not  onderiland  t 
it  ihottld  have  been  the  efie^  of  ferments,  or  the  dodrine  of 
Jcrmentation.  ^  Water  may  be  changed  without  palling  through 
the  retoru*  It  cannot  be  changed  i>y  palTing  through  the  i«- 
,tort,  and  Mr«  Mercier  has  made  a  very  difierent'Ohiervatiota« 
^  Expanfive  ocean/  inHead  of  *  expanded  ;'  feaMvater  ii  become 
potaUe,^.inftead  of  *  is  to  be  made  potable,'  &c*  &c«.  But  we 
seed  not  enlarge  on  thefe  errors ;  and  we  ought  to  acknowledge 
that  the  author  is  more  corredt  on  general  than  on  fcientil^ 
fubieds*  We,  however,  have  no  reaibn  to  think  that  bis  tranf- 
lation wilt  repay  his  labour ;  iince  we  rife  from  reading  the 
work  with  languor,  and  return  to  it  with  indifierence»    . 

Jt  candid  and  impartial  Sietch  of  the  Life  and  Government  of  Pi^ 

CUment  Xlf^^    Foi.  Ill*     iinm*    li*  6</»    Symonds^ 

This  anthor  continues  to  draw  his  Sketch  in  a  manner  which 

it  plaufible,  but  not  entirely  free  from  the  fufpicion  of  having 

nifreprefentedy  at  leal(,  the  principal  peribo  in  his  nanrative« 

I,    Ml  .  I  ■'" 

♦  Crkical  Rcvi«w^  vol.  h.  p»  461* 

Ha 
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MOHTHLT     CaTAI.00O£9  4}^. 

.Beafefift  Asiope  lAdiMte  «cq«aiiMiice  with  tiie.}x>liiioi.«^; 
private  tranfaflioQS  of.  xht  Vt/Aoto,  dariog  |he  pontificate  of 
pan|;aDelli,  thaa  we  can  reafonably  fuppofe  to  have  been  ac- 
quired by  a  priviate  individi!ial»  anxl,  according  to  his  own  in* 
iin nation,  a  native  of  this  country.  Ic.  is  a  juft  obfervatioDy 
that  mo(l  men  have  two  Charaders,  one  which  is  given  them  by 
their  friends,  and  another  by  their  enemies.  Were  we  to  deter- 
itiine  this  author's  affedlions  as  abiographer,  we  could  not  he* 
fitate  a  moment  to  rank  him  among  the  eneftiies  of  Gaiigaae]!i* 

Accputtt  of  th€ fateptnt  Arrangtmeut  qf  Mr.  JamesTafie^s  ColkMionr 
of  Ft^cs  and  IinpreJ/kms  from  ancient  and  modem  Gems.  Bj 
R^E.  Rafpe.    No Publifher's  Name. 

The  labours  of  this  ingeniout  artift,  in  executing  iimkadon»' 
of  ancient  gems;  are  fofficiently  known  to  the  world,  and  have 
met  with  general  approbation.  By  his  prefent  catalogue  the- 
colledion  amounts  to  twelve  thoufand  di^erent  articles  of  an« 
cient  and  modem  engravings.  Under  the  former  of  t)iefe  are 
arranged  Egyptian  hieroglyphics,  f^icred  animals,  diviirities^ 
and  priefis ;  with  Baiilidian,  Gnodic,  and  other  abraxas,  ta* 
iifmans,  and  amulets,  oriental  and  barbarous  engravings.  Next 
to  thefe  are  Greek  and  Roman  originals,  copies,  and  modern 
imiutions.  This  dafs  is  diHinguiHied  into  four  fubdivifions  ; 
the  laft  of  which  is  the  hiftorical  age ;  and  this  is  again  fubdi« 
vided  into  the  hidory  of  Carthage;  Greece,  and  fUme,  with 
hiftprical  fubje^  unknown.  Under  modern  engravings  are 
arranged  relieious  fubjeds  of  the  Old  and  New  Teilament,  le- 
gends, Chriman  allegory,  portraits  of  fovereigns,  and  cele* 
brated  perfons,  in  alphabetical  order;  with  cyphers,  %tm%^ 
fupporters,  and  a  variety  of  mifcellaneous  produffions  relative 
CO  modem  hiilory.  The  arrangement  has  been  made  by  Mr. 
Rafpe,  who  appears  to  Be  well  acquainted  with  his  fubj«^,  and 
to  have  acquitted  himfelf  with  a  otgctt  of  diligence  foitaUe  to 
the  great  merit  of  the  colle^ion. 

EJhys  on  Scrffture  Metaphors^  DMne  JuflicefJM'oine  Uerty^  ^mi 

the  DoBrine  of  SatisfaSion.    By  IT*  Ludlam^  B.  D.    ^o. 

'   2J.  td,    Davis.  ... 

.  Thefe  EiTays  afford  ample  proof  that  the  author  is  a  man  of 
difcernment  and  philofophical  reflexion.  They  all  are  deferv* 
ing  of  approbation,  particularly  that  on  Scripture  Met^^hors. 

4n  Addrtfs  from  a  Clergyman  to  his  Parrjhienen^   ^W.Bitmdey 
CadogoHf  M.  Am    %vo.    6k/.     Rivingtoti.' 

The  evangelical  dodlrihes  of  which  Mr.  Cadogan  treats,  are 
Original  Sin,  Grace,  and  imputed  Righteoufnefs.  That  he 
recomnaends  the  coniideratioi)  of  them  to  his  hearers  with  iince* 
rity.  we  are  fully  jjcrfuaded ;  Iput  the  Addrefs  is  not  diftin- 
guiriied  by  any  urain  of  eloquence^  frequently  ittempted  ^ 
iach  occandDs^ 

Memwrt 
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^8o  Mo.KT^HUT 'Ca tiittaoTr^; 

•   Jfemairs  of  a  Social  Mcnfieri  *r,  thi  Htfiory  if  Chartis  Ptic4i 
Mmo.     is.ftvoed.    Kearflcyt 

Two  narratiyes  of  this  extraordinary  impoilor  were  lately 
pubJilbed,  ia  the  form  of  jf^amphlets ;  but  the  fubjed  is  now 
extended,  iti  thefe  Memoirs,  to  a' moderate  volume.  It  pre- 
sents us  with' a  large  coiledliori  of  biographical  anecdotes ;  many 
of  them  entertaining,  and  all  of  them  evincing  a  difppruioa 
powerfully  .b^nt  to  artifice  and  deceit.  .With  regard  to  s^i^ 
iaiility  of  charafter,  Charles  Price  appears  to  have  been  a  • 
Frotetts.  'l" he  names  whicK  he  alTumed  are' innumerable  ;  and. 
iio-maii  was  ever  more  •fttcccfsful  in  the  art  of  perionifying,  for 
.  obtaining fomecrea^heroi>spufpo(e.  Such  Memoirs, even  thougti 
they  ihould  not  be  entirely  authentic,  yet,  if  probable,  have, 
we  think,  a  claim  to  utility.  For,  by  holding  forth  examples 
of  artifice,  they  ferve,  in  fome  degree,  to  fap  the  foundations 
of  impofitioo. 

'  ♦^  If^  fays  the  editor,  they  effectually  warn  one  thonghtlefs  youth 
from  the  dcttrudlive  ways  of  wickcdnefs — if  they  retrieve  from 
the  errors  of  palt  proceedings  but  one  unthinking  man,  who  ha»  . 
ieviftttfd.  from  the  line  bf  moral  reditude — if  they  guard  one 
able  and  indigent  creature  only,  agaihtt  falling  into  the  fnare» 
and  temptations  with  which  his  molt  mortal  enemy  is  hourly  al- 
luring him;-  and  if  they  operate,  in  general,  with  all  good 
men,  as  encouragements  to  perleverance  in  public  and  private 
virtues,  our  pains  will  be  truly  profitable. — Thefe  Memoirs  ma'/ 

'  then  be  conlidcred  as  arrows  tiiat  hit,  but  do  not  hurt ;  find/ 
that  though  they  penetrate  the  heart,  yet  they  are  pointed  with 

'   ^goid.'    .  •       -  .  ' 

The  volume  contains  a  fac  iimile  of  Charles  Price's  ufual  hand- 
writing, and  of  his  dilguifed  hands :  beiides  which  it  i^  deco« 
rated  with  a  plate,  reprefenting  him  in  three  different  forms, 
viz.  in  bis  ufual  drefs ;  in  Yiisfarforiic  difguife,  as  Price's  uncle  ; 
and  in  the  difguife  of  Oid  Patch,  in  wiiicii  he  cegociaied  the 
Gorged  bank  notes%      "  ' 

Douhts  concerning  the  free  Navr Ration  of  }hc  Scheldt  %vo,   35.  6//< 
.    paden.  .  • 

In  this  volume  the  count  de  Mirabeau  delineates,  with  much 
political  knowledge  and  Judicious  obfervation,  tjie  views  of  his 
imperial  majefty  and  theemprefs  of  Ruffia.  .  The  difpnte  con- 
*csrning  the  Scheld  is,  for  the  pref^nt,  compromifcd  ;  but  how 
^ong  the  force  6f  treaties  will  continue  to  reilrain  the  ambition 
<;^'  the  Auflrian  potentate,  the  count  de  Mirabeau  does  not  take 
upon  him  to  determine. 


Errata,— P.  399,  \^  2.  for  Stn£lurt/TtvL^'Fi£lure9^  and  for  Pilvtide  read 
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jflCOUlfT  f>l  the  fettlement  of 
«<f?  Bombay  fnp  the  Eaft  lodM  com« 
pany,  So-^t  tbefoi^rio),  ftc.  of 
Charles  Price,  159,  480— Of  ihe 
pre&Tit  ftate  of  the  Hebriiles,  337 
•-^f  tl^  defence  made  at  Manga- 
lore,  391— Of  the  debate  on  the 
plan  of  fortifications,  391— Of  the 

-  pantomime  called  Omai,  3^"Qf 
the  femioary  of  learning  at  Mar* 

'  gate,  400— Of  the  arrangement  of 
Taffie's  coUcdion  of  paftca,  &c.-* 

-.    479 
d^d  furvey  of  Middlefex^  jj  5 

Acute  dyfenuryi  ob&rvatioiia  on  the» 

Adaif^%^  (^O  medioal  eaattoasy      14.9 

Addrefs  to  the  pubUc  on  reducing  the 

national  debt,  &c.   147— .To  the 

landed^  tsadiug,  and  funded  inter- 

«As  of  England,  i4g-*A  fecond  to 

-  par}aamentr,  22d--To  tbetiveryy  &c. 
©f .  London,  238— From  fir  John 
p4lrynmk^  bait.  ti»  the  laodholden 
of  England,  443 — From  a  clergy- 
man to  his  pari&foners,  479 

AdMiniflration  of  t^te  finaaccftof  FlraDce^ 
treatife  on  the,  .  113 

Advantages  of  Sunday  fchools^  31.7 
Adwce  to  lord  lieutenaotti  aa8 

Age  of  genitts,  46^ 

Altham  (rev.  James),  trial  of»  400 
Ai'uet*^  poems,  7% 

America^  a  poem:  on  the  happincCi  of, 

American,  the  liberal,  1^4 

Aiuiertt  Scottiih  poems,  169,  268 

Anderfon'9  (Dr.)  prefent  (late  of  the 

H^bridea,  33.7 

A»etdotes  of  th^  late  Dr.  Johnfon^  2163 

—Of  a  learned  pig,  ^  470 

Anmaiverfmnti  phiiologicflBy  198 

Anfum  to  the  anonymcnis  remarks  on 

a  letter  from  Warren  Hafiings,  efq. 

3 1  ^-— to  earl  Stanhope's  obfcnratioos 

on  Mr.  Pitt's  plan, '  377 

Aiiiiiiftgiio»oi  the  review  ef  the  horfe 

guards,  &c.  465 

AiH^niHee  of  the  county  of  Duriiam, 

45» 
AtUfmiy  of  the  earthy  difiertation  on 

the,'  249 

A»irm  (county  of),  letters  concerning 

the  northern  coaft^f,  204 

Afology  for  the  negro  ilavery,  149 
AffwHimiKt  and  guide^  the  Airveyor's, 

158 
Arttmutt  ttmoQation  of^  25  % 

i^rno/'s  harmony  of  law  and  go^l^  318 
>drp9frh  a  novel,  199 

Vot.LXl.  y«/j,i786.    • 


Arrifngmint  ef  Tafie'f  coUc^tifMr  tli 
paft?.,«tc.  479 

Arrangementt  m  civil  policy  DCCeflar/ 
for  the  improveme&t  of  huibsuidry# 

&C.  42 1 

Artt,  thefdioolof,  7I 

Atuihft  to  prove  the  exifience  and  ab<* 
foiute  pcrfe^ion  of  the  fupremtf 
Being,  37 

Attmpts,  n^iKenaneous  poetic,  39S 
Attra&ioHs  (eledliye),  diiDTertation  on,  t 

B. 

Bampton*i  le^ures,  fermotis  at,      ^  18 

^tfan*f  9»rrative  of  tiie  inAirreftion 

in>  3J3 

JS*ng9r%  (bp.  of)  charge  to  his  ^lergyi 

^anettVt  tolondron^  44^1 

Jftti/cp^*^  l^Ucn  to  the  right  feon.  Wm^ 

Pitt,-  2a; 

faring*  i  princ^lesof  the  CD|mniitatio|| 

tax  eftabiifhed  by  fads,  144— Ant 
.  fwered,  •  389 

f^ri  (the,  Peruvian)  experiments  and 

obfervatiooaoB,  »5| 

Sat  jpiue^  ^  2,63 

^verjiocfs  hydrometrical  obfervationt 

^d  experiments,  -     •  i  j^ 

^aj(A?7'sjfcfmon  on  Trinity  Sunday,  239 
Bmvties  (the)  of  Mrs.  i^iddons^  317 
BAdd9is*  tranilation  of  Scheele's  che« 

mical  eflays;  3^! 

jBr/Z's  fyftenx  of  furgery,  voL  IV.  407 
J9e»A«//*8fermQn  on  Sunday fchools,  3x7 
^rjggwMit'adiirertation  on  cleave  av 

tradhions,  % 

SI)agntct-GctXZi  ^ 

Biographers^  the  BritKh^  396 

i?t0^a;&^iM/ didionary  of  engravers,  §4 
Statu  %  (Dr.)  obfervations  on  difeaiet 

incident  to  feamen,  26 

Soltom*%  filices  Britannicae^  14 

Somiay,  account  of  the  fettlepsent  o^ 

by  th(?  Eaft  India  A:ompany,         80 
4Spok  of  the  revelation  of  St.  John  cx« 

plliined,  99 

Sfpweli  (James,)  efq.  poetical  and  con* 

gratulatory  eniftle  to,  %^%^^(cd^ 

of  his  journal  of  a  tour  to  the  He« 

brides,  23^7 

Jlpivfe  ( John^,,  fpeeches  to,  44I 

Sovfyer*8  zhil^ellaneous  trads,  475 
Sozxy  and  Piozsi,  396 

Sreedfes,  the,  398 

Sritain,  the  fane  of,  ^t^ 

Sriajb  fiihery,  obfervatiops  eo  the  rf« 

port  of  the  committee  appointed  ta 

enquire  into  the  date  of  tbey  aaS-* 

Bl^^phfr|»  thfl^ 
1a 
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£roiif%  defer iption  of  certain  methods 

of  planting:;  &'c^  fruit-trees,  &c.  476 

Mrokcrs  (fhcrilfs')  defence  of  the  ap- 

pointmeut  of,  ^19 

£rougb*t  confiderations  on  the  neceffity 

of  lowering  the  freight  of  fhij>8  in 

the  fervice  of  the  Eaft  IiMIa  com- 

*  panril  -  238 

^ujhn's  tistural  hiftory,  2d  edit.    364 

£ta»irujler,  the,  .    »199 

Murgoync%  (general )  hcirefs,  134 

JBuJiy*%  age  of  genius,  467 

C. 
CeJc^an^  ftddrefs  from  a  clergyman  to 
h)&  pariihioners,  479 

Candid  defence  of  the  appmntmeiit  of 
IherifFs'  brokers,  3 1 9 

Candour f  primifive,  73 

Captives  (the),  a  tragedy,  279 

Carltpe,  letter  to  the  cari  of,  226 

Carr*%  dialogues  of  Lucian,  Vol.  HI. 

Carwrtbin'n  feafons  of  life,  39* 

Cary's  i€tuas\  furvey  of  Middleftx,  2*35 
Cajitu  (Pion),  letter  of,  and  anfvrer 
to,  V  314 

Cafalojrue  of  hooks,  Patcrfon^t,       3  r  8 
CaibUics  of  Worccfter,  caveait  to  the, 

»3» 

Cauilons,  medical,  "  149 

CtriMft   arrang^ements ,  in  civil  policy 

nccellary  for  the  farther  improTc- 

ment  of  huflDandry,  123 

CharaBer  of  Jefus  Chrift,  fermon  on 

the,  151— Of  Dr.  Johnfon,  review 

of*  '  ,  39? 

CharaBers  of  Shakfpeare,  remarks  on 

fomc  of  the,  '    302 

Charge  to  the  (;Iefgy  of  the  diocefe  of 

Bangor,  153 

Charlotte^  letters  of,  357 

Cbemical  elfays,  vol.IV.  241— Scheele'h, 

Cbrijlian  fab^iath,  enquiry  into  the  de- 
%n  of  the,  151 

Cbrjjiiamtyy  difcotirfes  on  fcveral  im- 
portant fubjctSIs  of,  I J I 
Churtons  feimons  at   Bampton's  lec- 
tures,                                          ar8 
CAj^tfflr/didlionaryof  the  vulgar  tongue, 

158 

C/a^cj- (Englifli )  abridged,  76 

^-aem^'nt  XIV.  life  of,  75>  4?8 

"CV^r^'s  (Englilh)  right  tb  tythc*  ex- 

amiued,  477 

CtergymaHi  addrefs  to  his  parifhioners, 

Coal'trtidey  the  lare   meafures  of  the 
'     iKip-owners  in  the,  fully  examined, 

^Coiic^ion  of  ads  paiTcd  in  Maifaehu- 
fc*C*»  Bay,  •  .         149 


Colleges^  on  vifitatorlal  jurifJiSion  irt» 

CoUyriumof  the  nation,  316" 

Cctnic  genius,  cffay  on  the  pre-eminence 

^'•^       .      ^       .  472 

Commutdtionz^^  principles  of  the,  efta- 
blithed  by  fadks,  i44-~Candidiy  con- 
fidered,  388 — Projcdl,  ohfcrvatiohs 
on  the,  3*87 

Compendium  of' ufeful  knowledge,.  78 
Conftierationi  on  the  neccffiiy  of  l9Wer- 
ing  the  freight  of  fliips  in  the  fer- 
vice of  the  Eaft  India  company,  %\% 
i-On  the  lejrality,  policy,  and  ope- 
ration of  impreffing  fcanien,  38^ 
Cooh  (capt.  Jamcft},  narrative  of  tlit 
death  of,  410 

Cwtiy  thoughts  on  th«  bill  for  reguJat*. 
ing  the  import  and  export  of,     izd 
Correfpondence^  1 60,  320 

Coar»^<r;7ays  poetical  review  of  Dr.  John- 
fon's  chara<5ter,  ^5 

Convley%  (Mrs.)  Scottifh  Village,  464 
Credit  (public),  ciTay  lU.  on,  359 

CiMey%  obfervations  on  live  ftock,  475 

D.      . 

«Da/^m^' exemplified,    .  78 

ikdlas  (Geo.)  efq.  fpeech  of,  68 

l>alrympy*%  (iif  John)  addrefs  to  the 

landholders  of  England,  443 

Ve-  I'Economie  politique  moderne,  456 
Dealty  talilet  fot-  reducing,  3 19 

Debate  on  the  propofed  plan  of  forti- 

ircarion,  act*unt  of  the,  .    39^ 

Deceptiotiy  mutual,  a  comedy,  73 

Defence  of  Mr   Bofwell's  journal  of*  » 

tour  to  the  Hebrides,  237— Of  tkf 

appoititmentof  fhcriffs'  brokers,  319 
DeUaui  fcnteutiarum  &  hiftonarum^ 

Dejcrtption  of  the  new-mventcd  fow- 

.  ing-machine,   77 — Of    methods  ^ 

planting,  &c.  of  all  kinds,  of  fruit- 

'  trees,  &c.  476 

Dejign  of  the  Chriftian  fabbath,  en- 
quiry into  the,  151 

Diaiogues  of  Krecfima  and  Arjoon, -.c 
—Of  Lucian,*  470 

Dicif^n  (Jac.).faifci(ulus  plantarttin 
cryptogamicarum  Britannix,        16 

DiiiiouMy  of  ctigravrrs,  84-^Of  Hie 
vulgar  tongue,  158 — A  philofophi- 
cal,  %ij% 

Dion  CaJHutf  htter  of,  asd  tfi&  anfwer, 

Difcburje  on  education,  $3 

D'ifceurjes  on  fcveral  important  fubje^a 

of   Chriftianity,  •III'— On   fev^ol 

texts  of  Scripture,  44J 

Difneyi  (Dr.)  memoirs  of  Dr.  Sylles, 

.383 
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Iki^enfatcry  (the  ne\r),  jih  edit.  94— 
The  Edinburgh  new,  ibid. 

i)/^r/a//o  de  motibus  planetarom,  473  . 

Differ tathn  on  cic<5liveattra<5lion«,  8— 
On  the  poor-laws,  44— Ou  the  an- 
tiquity of  the  earth,  .24.9 — On .  the 
fcxes  of  plants,  433 

BijUUery  laws,  addr-efs  to  the  landhold- 
-  crs  of  Engiand  on  the,  ^  443 

Dv^f^  (fcripture)  of  the  Trinity  vin- . 
dicated,  230 

Jkriijorifs  addrefs  to  the  livery  of  Lon- 
don,    •  238 

DoitBu  concerning  the  free  navigation 
of  the  Scheld, .  480 

Doujsrla/s  diifcrtation  on  the  antiquity 
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